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THE MYSTEEIES. 


THE COURT OF LONDON, 




T91 MTflTIBllI OV TBl OOVBY. 


Blind WM agitatai with a Tarietj of oonflioting 
feeling!. Great wai her roipenie in reepect to 
the iiiue of Mr. Slater’s experiment i for it was 
absolutely necessary to oombinse all possible en- 
dencef in oi^er to bring t]|e foul deed eompleiety 
home to the assassin. She endearoured to com- 
pose herself os much as she was able, and to 
steady the beatings of her fluttmng heart as well 
as the throbbing! of her brain : but these were in- 
deed no easy tasks; and instead of sitting down 
tranquilly to await the signal «o earnestly hoped 
for, she paced the chamber with quick uneren 
steps. NererthelesB, TCty different indeed was 
Eihel's present state of mind from what it had 
recently been when she had so oonfldea% 'but 
loathingly regarded Afiolpbus «s % m i md e e e r, .shmI 
when day after day she was plungsddttloiiiltar be- 
wilderment or dkcited to the iUswMsat iadignitiaii 
on hearing herself denounced ^as >a anuidarsss. 
Tes : now that the hoMibte mystery had bean so 
far cleared up^ a tremendans weight was lifted 
from her minds bat ftfll Jihere was mneh.yel to 
be done— and summbBBNdl this should hawe besn 
accompliBhedymIgIliflBthel embqpefor the ei^ey- 
ment of happiness qgeftrf 
Brery now and dina nbamlpppod ebcrt Jn.te 
agitated walk iwari ilftinad. steely «lfte bad 
beard the bellt saaslyit'mas atogUog4n<ber earP 
eaieiy its sibratiBg-anrtis 'soaabid ihafftram the 
«disf ease where it hui^ Ito-Hftwasmere'fimey 
>SBi bargMatt-all was himaidl||y ftM: it was quly 
ibat .IsdMogiqg^ bilf-drstoog sonad which the 
ear p sasei ee a when tihe blood 'mounts up into tiie 
oneiiad'bfaiB. sSatiMMkl mme indeed the beU 
itngil ithananndddsimnBtotibahlB— it/peab wlthw 
tiolansedbat sswiftssntos'ghiPUgh ttwniansbm— 
-it is toe^aiiwl *df the dagyto'e snasisi, and 
Mahepeaen jsunamsked 1 
jatheradtaat impulse was lomalr'iraaellbewoani 
and'eppalr''to IIib tebailbm wibare the assoi an- 


murderer is disoorered 1— it turns out to be that 
infamous hypocrite Makepeace who went on lo at 
the time about his poor dear lord—” 

* ” 1 will go to the drawing-room, I tell you,*^ 
interrupted Ethel still moto impatiently: **and 
do you request his lordship the Eorl>>or Mr. 

Slater his lordship will pgrhaps^be better— 

to com9 to me there as soon as possible. Go 
quick, girl, quick 1” 

Ethel was rery much excited, as.tbe reader may 
judge from her unguarded as well as broken sen- 
tences ; and the maid, at first astonished, came to 
the rery natural conclusion that the excitement of 
all these proceedings had produced a somewhat 
byelesiaal eflSect upon her mistress. She therefore 
hastened awgj' do do her ladyship’s bidding: and 
retsemiqg to'lbe wtoinage of the deceased Earl’s 
ebanbtotJilMmMMhed tim dreesiag^room door just 
an'lfalrppsBSit maqgMalaiming the illicit lores of 
MmUnd Ad^Inm. Ifbemaid— who was a pure- 
mtoM,r«i«laito i n mq i misiwwd 'girl enough, and 
will I bailineisilipsitinnslj i u e p aets d that which the 
mewJmaid nwaatoamsed with ta etopefying eon- 
Bleenetion. «lsiiat'tow moments, beweter, she 
beswd aha ifcsitelepi ^f Mr. dialer end the two 
SamealiBa wbo bad aseompqpied 'him, deseending 
the wppar.dight after 'Hheir e u eee srf ul eearehftir 
the crock df gold : andflbe maid, net ehoostogdo 
•be deemed a listener thinb hurried away. 

Sat she had not apqldtted herself of the.mlcilim 
ehe^bad reesifed fromfiBthel; and when ibe >Baxt 
minuto ahe thought dPdt, erents ware henpingmi 
wiih'too much rapSIfty tofiindsh an Imamdiato 
oppealunity for the to ji r ery of bwr ladpehipft nMo- 
saga^er to Mr. SbMnr or thettarlAf Jmmrilcer 
TKe«4fllefN Of juitieewreie •eomhig do take the 
muniasiit into cuetody. Again esse abetoleiOfdbe 


illioit isuDonr roeifiwoiiidy peeolaimed iMabepaare 
was bsBM off-some offtbe domeitim fi ftp smad^to 


betelmmtor 
I algnidwas 


amabnost irresistible anxiety itowHsafe tawlf that 
the^ytsetian of Makepeace wetindeedaomplete, 
asidObat to no other or uniaaemen ahaiaiislsnee 
waetoibeadtribatod the ringi^itf tbolftilL iBat 
■U dnmwtimsBiiba fcarful apprUwariammiBidaipmi 
her-HttwigipprebsBMion lest ICdmpeeeetslMldd^pe^ 
obfap faer.paatjmonr with Adolgiiae. iBerrgttfitj 
jeeaaisiBaeadn'iMs rsepast ^gawe ’ to dmn aierm,' the 
atrsggihmidy tmgy gftap abeolate asto ah it ytha t 
wbat ehatdfmdedaimld not fail to occur ; and thua 
•ba mo/dhsmar '•’fisaad hnaalf ofeUered from one 
soureo Af'dtopot^tnndwlyf tbaaabe bad to>en- 
aounter anOlber. flba rswrigid dn.her veom a 
prey to the moat fsalf ul aaepawai. 

All of a aadden oae wiPibBr asaUi.eaabad in 
halfidressed, exclaiming, ”0 wajdady I icgy t 
the assassin is diieorered !— it is Maheptooa 1” 

”1 had foreseen it— I knew that it would be 
BO,” responded Ethel, much excited : ** it wes for 
this reason that Mri Blater came to the 
honsS"— ” ^ 

”Ahl” fjaeulated the maids and than the at 
enoe comprehendad how it wg# that bar mistsasa 
had not aayet retised to rail, 

”1 will go to the drawingtiroom,” said tha 
Countess : **'l must hear all partienburs— I am full 
of auapenca and anxiaty— ” 

"Bmpansa and aniie^, my lady P” eried tha 
■aid/iomewhat in aitoadibminU "Erbytibe 


tbev msmohambem— othmaacutinaadsgroqpiid to- 
getbsmgpim Ibe kmdinyeuUlde.bbe'd e e rtnpwm i 
deer,<)to{di80WSB ibe fstofiiUy 'SBsitiag •ineidBiita 
wbiehilmd jnst oemirred^igad 4 betowy«r, Aamabtg 
it. bettor to toafsBIie yQnQgvBfiarl to bimsnlf lafitor 
Abe ie ee r W hehaiqg wapenttre, walised ^ « *b«ft- 
igbamlwn—wherf , 'baweser, us fhe wsadsihbaeiasim, 
ba was (presmUyrnwaMd' to mea br e Ibe eniftmton 
gf the mnsdeiir .«t *Wbe mdgbbonalng (atotosn- 
chouse. 

iAdalphmibidtoariid''bisldad dn.tbe'totol^bbsim- 
borvwbere Ibe'ilito CBtoHibad mifediis»dealb><and 
mbmeeBbe-msassto badlwst tbenubmnedff in the 
omtody df Ibe dBsess df jjaaltoe. Bbe unhappy 
youBi man. Ibeew btosaifiwpenilito totots by the 
jide.of gbBl'C0tteb-4ibastod'’fals fiueto his hands— 
andsehbaaaudWbr. Wbatwna to baoome of E|hel f " 
— b ow would be hismelf em be able to look the 
world in the fkeeP Hia poaidon was fei^ul : it 
was only just a single shade better than it recently 
was when subject to the extortionate demands of 
Makepeaoo on tha onb hand and to the acousationa 
IcTelled agaiwt idm by the Oountesa on the 
other. 

Meanwhile the yonng meid-serrant had re- 
treated into a room on the fame landing, in the 
hope of finding an opportunity to delirer Sthel’a 
massage to Adolphus, whom she had^not^ac yet 
ften emerge from the fatal ohamher. Bbe kept 
the door ijar in the room to whieh she had thua 
I relmtod, and watched far hUeppeaw n ne. fiafepal 



' vBi immxii or vxn oovbx. * 


niimittf eliptedi; and at length ahe heard Ibot- ' **0hied heatiwel whatflMMi jaa, SthelrP"ea» 
■tepf. She behold the jomig Earl eonie fbriht a dtioied' the* ywf Barh, etartiag wUh eidde«< 
light that was buraiag in .the paamge^ threir ifce affright: Ibrthoa^'hepul thiaqiieitioii, 
beame upon hia eountenanoe; and the damsel Ml be little at a hiei to oomprehnd'tha sigjidSiaaqf 
her blood run cold as she eair how ghastlj pale of her wonjli. 

aod houf Go&.nilied it was. She Ica^jr dared "Adolpfiis, joa dSe wglarslaad me^** she 
issue from room to deKver the message; and swered, at onee frthomlngdl hethoaght and' frit; 
yet she felt thft under existing eireamstaneee it "and it is most unfeneroui of joanot* to pro- 
w'asone which she ought not to keep beck; for daim without an inslant'b'AthM that efer/t(^ 
after such a frightful exposure the Couoieee and whieh jou can dosball bedene^ 

Adolphus might indeed hare muoh todeHberaie " Btheli Btfad !” gasped the jreang- Bari: and 
upon— and that speedily too. Accordingly, mus- he could lay no more*^bol ainlEing oa a'iea^ he 
tering all her courage, the lady’s-maid eame forth, gaied in consternation upon bar. ^ 

and said to the Earl, "My lord, her ladyship bade "le It poesiblsb Adbipbcw, tbab yott> dwaoi mm ' 
me inform you that she is in the drawing-room, derstand what I nwanP'*' the asked: " will ypa I 
and desires to see your lordship beCbre you retire thui force me te explain in the most measured* 
to your own chamber." term# of language f Well, then, be it sol The 

"Which drawing-room P*** asked Adolphus^ in a world," eontinuad Ethel impreeelvely, "beSerea 
Toice so deep and hollow that H ma^ the girl that you are the son of tba laM Birl of IiiaceUes 
recoil as if from the presence of an animated —and therefore that I am your ifrp-mollier* With 
corpse. euch a belief our unfortunate lofe, when pra« 

" In the Bed Drawing-room, my lord," she an* claimed, wSl be regarded as infamy itoelf t hf' 
ewered, regaining with a mighty eftttt a aufficiency what, Adolphus, could be more horriblt t^ m- 
of self-possession for the purpose. * amour of ao toeeetuoua a dye P Society WW diire 

She then fldtl away to her own chamber; and me with exeemdon from its midst— yourself with 
Adolphus proceeded to the Bed Drawing-room, scorn and loathing. Is all this to ba» when one 
saying within himself, " Ererything must be re- word spoken from your Hpe will in a moment te* 
Tcaled to Ethel— it wilj be useless for me to con- dace our tremshdeus crkuc, as it now appean, tei 
ccal it— all the domestics would show her by thei^ a comparatively renial feeling P And that word 
manner to-morrow that the terrible truth has been must be spoken by your Hpe, Adolphus : il in the 
proclaimed. Ghiod GodJ what will become of us saeridee which you moat make for both our oaken 


both P— what will becon 


Ob, even then there will yet remain degradation 


Ho entered the drawing-room ; and as he ap- enough for me— but spore me, Adolphus^ thni 
ponred in the presence of Ethel, she wet instun- branding shame— that erowning infamy I" 
taueously struck by bis worn, haggard, ghastly "Ethel,’’ responded tho young Bari, in tha 
countenance, a countenance which bespoke o eame deep hollow voice ao before, " you l^ow not j 
thousand crushing evils ; so that all her wont ap* what you ask. You bid me direet myself of my 
, prehensions were confirmed in an instant. He patrician rank— to plu^ the coronet from my 
did not immediately speak— but fixed his eyes brow— to reoigo the broip domaina which call me 
upon her: they had a hollow look— and, Ob I what master— to sink into an obscurity whieh will l)e 
a world of care was in their gaie! total, like a star that goes out— and what is per* 

" 1 understand you but too well, Adolphue," haps worse, to find myeelf plunged into^ompwif* 
said the unhappy Countess, looking upon him with live poverty 

a gase which in its exprcMion was awfully akin to "1 have a rieh* jointure^ Adolphus," answered 
his own. " Ho sooner have circumstaneee emptied the Countese^ with difficulty repressing' a look cf 
our cup of miwry which was filled to the brim, scorn and contempt at the cjjjeetioni which he^ 
than it is replenished to overflowing then, proffered; "takoitall—l abandon il to you> every 
after some deep guttural sounds, as if the worde abiUing— I myself cere not for 1 M 

stuck in ifbr throat, she added, " Makepeace hae for your tHie^ yon must Nsign itrV 
proclaimed everythii^*- is it not snP" "Haver I" ejaculated the young^fttfl, goaded 

"It is," he replied. "The miscreant bat^- almost to<maduess by the thought 
colved that in Afo death would he do that which " And yet there was a time, Adolphut^" re* 
should embitter our livee until the end!"' joined Ethel, reproachfully, "whan I believed 

"And the domestics,"' sold the^ Oountees^— that for my sake you would haeo' abandoned rank 
" they now know everything P" —posftioa— everything— " 

"Everything r reeponded Adolphai* "Juet "Oh, but the madneseofi that love hot passed^ 
heaven, it is frightful 1" Ethel— and not only with myself,” enad the young' 

" EVightfol !’’ echoed' tho miserable' lady : and Bari, " but alse with' you I 1 ooaiiot do ilk w 
iuming aside for o few moment^ she oove^ her rscigii a proud titla-«a immensodsuMin-^-^ I fai 
face with her hande, her fingers pmssing tight no^ I'osnnotl" f 

ugainst her throbbing brows : but no tOire trieUed " Cbwsid i" ijsoolated thsindlgont lady t "ymo 
between those fingers— her’s was now OLdespiir too ciuod not to saeriflee me to yoor passlon— bub yoa» 
deep to find a reUhf in* weeylngi At length, ao a reooil from thaconeofuanoeal * M I notenert aU* 
thought suddenly itruek ahe removed her my energioi to' remain virtuous P Andwaeitnot 
hands from her flioe— and'" tuittitag- towardh Add* your ineessant smpertan&ty — your frenmed* en^ 
phni, said, "It it now for^you to do^that whieh treaty— yet, oven* your tluoair of aaloida wUeh 
will matei^y alter our' poaitfon* flilbiw the world' dfuggod'ine dowii'iMo'tho«aliyiof And now yom 
—and if not lift tlrtbf«iidi|if> ditgiaoe oomplatafy* rofoae tu-presirtBn- Urn word wWsIl ie to micigalw 
‘froib^us^ stall evuuti diveet it 0 ^‘ftsdeepailahadt thedaik aapeolof ouriniqaityl Why, inaanaate 
ofUtekoeM." I . 


I that you are, you would in reality be a greater 
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iraiiMr than 1 1 for how wQI tho mattir fkaad if ofon of aonTinghir If dio thought fit— tafChfaif, 
3 roa Mt you ought todoF Tonan not thoaou of in o woid» ao long u ho might plaea n aaal ngan 
tho lato mA of LaaeoUiit not ona dro|i of hia her Upa with rag^ to tho on# troflaandoua aoerot 
blood ^wo in jour lainai and tho|^oro no more that might giro him much tfoublo and annoyaniMb 
(liioroait will attadi to yoa for haring intriguod oren if it did not ultimatdy toar hltn down aho* 
with tho Oountom of LaaooUoa, than orer doaa gather Atom Ihopodoatal of rank and fortune, 
altadh itaolf to a man wh^indnlgoa in aif affair of WUIo thoao weflootiona were paidng through 
{;allaatfy. Yon will not bo q^mod by the world the mind of Adolphuq Bthol had tamed aaide, and 
—you may aiill lift your hold high. But how waa again meditating profoundly. • Her oounton* 
different will it be with aw /--for though reliored anoe waa of the moat aahy pallor-her foaturea 
from the darkeat atain'of tho atigma, yet enough were rigid t a liaiator light burnt ateadily in thoae 


of its hue will reat upon mo to atamp me aa a oyea that had onoo beamed only with lore and 
fallen woman. Now then, oir« what ia your ded- tenderaom t tho boaom which had been wont to 
donP*' palpitate with tho aofteat and moat roluptuoua 

^^hero waa ao much determination in the wordci aonaationa, waa nowuphearod and perfeotly atilli 
looka, and manner of the Oounteaa of Laaeellea, ahe wu motionleaa ao a atatne— but all that waa 
that Adolphua waa amftten with a renewed oon* paaaing within rendered her rery different indeed 
aternation ; and hia diamayed looka were rireted from the aeulptnred marble'a inanimation, 
upon the Oounteaa. At length, aa a audden idea Adolphua regarded her with a furtire and uneuy 
atruck him, he aprang up from hia aeat, exclaim- look ; and ^hen ahe at length turned again to- 
ing, **Iiet UB defy the world, Ethel l^let ua act ita warda him, he gare a audden atart in erident ap« 
opinion at naught 1 Let ua dwell together— let u prehenaion that thia terrible conflict of worda and 
giro back to each other all that lore which we for- feelinga waa to be renewed, 
merly cheriahed— ** o **We hare aaid enough for the prcaent,** ob* 

**Nerer !" ahe ejaculated i and her uyea flaahed aerred fhe Oounteaa, in a roiee of auehcold mono- 
■ndden fire. **Nercr, Adolphua— nerer I The tony that it afforded not the alighbat indication 
paat haa been fraught with guilt &iough for ua to whataoerer might be paaaing in her mind. **Let 
both— or at laat for me ; the future ahall be ctain- ua aeparate for a few houra— to reat, if we can— 


Icaa— 'it ia impoaaible I could ain again 1'* 
“ But marriage, Ethel—*’ 


but at all erenta let ua aeparate. We ahall find 
an opportunity of apeaking foeaeh other again ; it 


** Marriage P" ahe ahricked forth. " What 1 nfuat be aoon— we will make up our minds how to 

while the world belieyca that you were indeed the act— and perhapa— perhapa,'* ahe added, her ao- 
■on of my late huabandP Oh,** ahe added, with oenta now becoming tremufona, and her featurea 
the blighting, withering laugh of utter acorn, ** to relaxing from their rigidity—** perhapa, Adolphua, 
what wretched expedients is your ferered imagi- we muat make mutual oonceaaiona, ao that we may 
nation reducing you P'* hare a due regard for all that haa taken place be- 

** Ethel, you may aay and do what you like,** tween ua, and for all tfiat we may now beat do in 
exclaimed the young Earl—** but you cannot force the interwt of ua both.** 

me *' ** Ethel —dear Ethel!** exclaimed the young 

** Cannot force youP**%he interrupted him. Earl, aearoely beliering hia own aenaea; '*you 
**A|id what if I myaelf ^proclaim the truth F are becoming youraelf again 1 Hearen be tdianked 
What if 1 4pclare— ** that you now apeak thus rationally 1** 

** Who ffill belicfo you, Ethel P** ii^terrapted **]jet ua aepamte, Adolphua,'* ahe aaid, in a atiQ 
Adolphua. **What^ottld myanawerbeP That milder tone than that in which ahe had] uatapoken; 
it waa a tale deriaed by an unhappy woman, **and it maybe that when the atorm of excite- 
goaded almoat to frensy by her poaition— a tale meat ia completely paaacd, and our aenaea are 
detiacd for the pumae of palliating her foult reaoued foom the oonatemation and bewilderment 

liaJVlWIIl fkA — fllAW kaWA KaAH VtlllWItVAjI WA ffMAA 


before the world— 
** And you wod 


* in which they hare been lately plunged, we may 

io all thia, Adolphua F** aaid yet show each other that we are not utterly 


the Oounteaa, g^Sng upon him with an expreaaion aelflah i** * 

BO atrangq ie wild, ao ainiater^ that when he In the exuberance of tho Impeftd feelings thus 
thought of it afterwards, he could not possibly auddAily conjured up in the wul of Adolphua, he 
fathom what ita preciae meaning might hafo seised the hand of the Oounteaa and pressed it to 
bean. hia lipa. She snatched it away — but not with any 

Hb did not immediately gire aay answer, particular Tiolencei and the next instant hurried 
Xhongh in one aense he felt hia poaitira to be a from the room. 

tolerably atroogone so for as the rerelation of the It waa about aa hour afterwards that the mea- 
eeeret of hie birth might be eonoemed, yet on the senger came from the atation-houBe to fetch Mr- 
other hand, he wee fhr from beii% at hia ease in Slater to receiTc the eonfbaaion of Makepeace ; 
reepeet to a woman who in the present m well as and aa neither Adolphua nor Ethel knew that he 
in recant ciroanaataneea^ had di^yed a mental waa thua aammoM— for in their reapectifo 
energy, a reaolateneei^ a determination of which chambers they heard not the ringing of the gate* , 
aha had aeemed incaphble in those tiaiqs when ahe bell— the lawyer bade the domeatio who had risen 
was the soft, the tente, the yielding^ fbna partner of to answer that aummonq Ibrbear from disturbing 
hie guilty loro. He tbarenreaaw tbit ererythi^g hia master and the Counteas aa they must hafo 
moat be done to conciliate or appeaaetbe Oounteaa, need of rest, Oa his return to the menaion, the 
if poaaiblcb short of the absolute eoaoeaelon of that solicitor aought hia ooueh again: but when he 
which ahe had demanded; and hia Ueaa remained arose at abohl eight in the morning, it was to re* 
fixed upon the ptdeot of defying the world and eelfe the Intelllgenee ffial tl|p muraerer had com- 
Jia oplniona— of muing her hia unatiom again— or mitted suicide in hia oeUT Then ^ it announotd 


ht to AMitoto Hfl'ltr «» «> )Mt toaUi 
toliMt (tat Aii&fftht Mto tojfct KiltiftiM 
bai dtltMirf «M, taa ft aiw onito. triam^ 04 
(lNt»lMrlwa»Mtthabad ptoUtodlgrhkm 


UOOimiLB. 



* « I— ll■■^Hl■l Aawv iMkfi bM flMlUt OB bottr 

0EAPTSS LXXZIll. iidMibuoulBfi«ofittiMair 

• Kotl^ oobM BBOood tito J 07 vift vhiflli JLdol* 

iXtOOXViBLD. I^ui UiMnid to IhiM irotdi. Ho all of a toddoo 

ht b imo t i f to bo ooaplotolj ooflit hif trlam^ 
If woo olofOD in tbo fotonooni ICr* fflotov bai woo oBamod with fir Ion troiritlo ^hoabo had aa- 
tokoB bia dopariBro; aad Stl^ who bad aol do* tiaipatod. Ib tbo onthaaiaiiD of bia fMlan— 
deacondid to tbo broakfut^taUa^ aoBt aa iatbaa* wbioh tbo loador moat aot howom miatdko Ibr a 
tioB to Adolpbua that aho would joia him la a flw ffOflflBg b?o towaida Sthol,— 'ho aDotOhod bar la' 
minutei in tbo libraiy. Tbo joung Bari pfoooodod bia orttia and atraiaod bar to bia bcoaat. Vft a 
thither to await bor oomlng ; and aa bo paood to Ibw aomoBta abo thua obantaod honolf to him; 


and fro with a oertain dogreo of auapenaob tbo fbl* 
lowing refleotiona paiaed tbvougb bia mind 


and though aho loooif od tbo biaaaa wbioh bo Sm- 
printod upon bar ohooki^ aho goft thorn aot boob 


** Now is the orisia of thia now phase in mj for* again with bar own lips, 
tunes! Will she yield P or is tho*warfue to bo **Now, doareat Bthel," aaid Adolpbai^aa aho 
renewed P Anguish rendora the soul caprioioust gently dimogaged herself from bia armi^ *lot no 
and the mood may hare changed again. If ao, L sit down and eoBTorso quietly and amieably— 
must meet her Talorously and resolutely. But lovingly too— for may 1 not fUtter myself that 
nol^sho will be reasonable! she sawjast night you have been reileoting upon the ptopoaol I 
that 1 waaedetermined— and she altered visibly at made to you last night P** 


the olose of our interview. Why should she not 
agree with me to defy the world P Wealth pro* 
euros pleasures that will enable us to lire inenjoy- 


"Yes,** fia responded: aad she sate doiTabj 
his side. ^ Again must I aasuM you, my dear 
Adolphus,^ ^ oontinued— and this was the drat 


ment away from that society wbioh banishes us. time that she had used that earesaing term of en* 
To love her again— ^No, that is impossible W The dearment for some vreeks past,— ** again must 1 
freshnem— the enthusiasm— the glow of that bve assure you that when last pight I njeeted your 
of mine^ are gone frr ever : —I feel, I feel that 1 propos^ with so mnoh emphatle stemnesi^ I was 
am an altered man 1 But to toy with her as a not the mistrem of myself. The intelligence of 
mistress— or to endure her as a wife— Yes, that frightful exposure had amittsn mo ao cruel 
yes— this is possible 1— this is euy indeed I— aad it a blow— hod come upon me with such sudden* 
may even be happinem, sinoe it will put an end to nem " 

atrife— it will re&ve me from apprehension— it "Speak no more of it^ dear Ethel P interrupted 

will resoue me from a vortex of perplexities and the young Earl : " have we not agreed to throw a 
Mres !" veil over the past— to forgive each othe^— to be 

The door opened; aad the Oountem of Lasoelles lovers again— ^e, and did I aot suggest," 
made her appearanoe. The first glance which added Adolphus soRly," that we might be husband 
Adolphus threw upon her, filled him with hopefol* and wife if you chose f " . 

Bess: for thoughshe was still very pale, and looked "(have made up my mind," Ibawered Bthel^ 
as if she had passed an utterly sleepless night,— " to consent to anythin^that you think fit— on 
yet her features had lost that rigidity which ex* one condition." 

pressed so stem a resoluteness of purpose : and if " Nam^ name it I" exdaimed Adolphtts haatilyt 
there were not actually a conciliatmy smile upon for he was suddenly sn^ttOB with ^ appreh^ 
her lips^ there was at all events a eoftnem of mien sion that it would be something that he ini^tnot 
thatfoontTMted atril^ly with her aspect at th^ be able to g|ant and re-dte the arena for diaoua- 
last interview. skm altercation. 

" Ethel 1" Claimed the young Earljhaateaing " It is a very simple tbingSKT Adolphuo," re* 
towards her, "your look renders me happier than sponded the Oountesi, with inaieaiiBg eoftnem of 
• 1 have been for some time pastl I see that you tone and wfamiBg tendsmem of look: "it is 
intend to be reasonable i we are to ddiberate merely that you will bear me hence— this very 
calmly aad in a friendly sense— we are not to day— at oncel- hence, from a place w^h has so 
meet for altercation u enemies, battling aa it were many horrible aad saddening asaociations I — 
for separate and divided intmests— but we are to henoe from the great metropolis where dwell all 
lake oouasel together for what may be best suited those whom I may never look in the foce agabir 
for ni both F’ "Is that all oiied the young Earl, infinitely 

"Such if the spirit, Adolphai, in wbioh I meet nUeved. "WI 7 , deoiest Ethel, It is tbo very 
you this moniBg^" enswsrsd Etholt and she dM thing wbUb I myself shoold haws proposed t ficr 


BOW really smile sweetly though Hrintty % it was 


I riek of sesDis whsienato are at t aehed sash 


with a melaneboly swoetnoss-aiid at the same sad aad awfol memcrieil" 
time she praflM him her hand. "Then it shall bc'aa 1 say, dear AdolphoA" 

"Hsarest Ethel, I love you stilirbotinlaimed, murmured the Oountess^ again vohmtarqy abam* 
asfofog tbit hand mtd eonvgjing it to bis 1^ d on ing to him her head: "and 1 tbask youp- 
"Jbifivemeif last Bight I Bttsred thiagiwliieh Ob f I tlumk vm for this ready aoqaiisoMioo with 
«mhirBh-**if][Bpoim of ourhrre M sopncthlBg But when ehaU we depart r 

«UshhadfOMby,<iiMiitobtliiiMr •*TUi vmy day^ you have said," lapUad 


aalriag that hand mtd aonvgjing it to bia 1^ doniiif to him hm 
«Jbifivamaifliit Bigbtlnttsrad thiagiwhleh OhflthonkyMfl 
. «Mriharsli-**if][Bpolca of ourhrra M aopnathlBg myrnaM*! 


AdolpluUk WkifchM' would ekonoo* to g9^ 
Ko Bloomfinld P«-or ou tbo Cooldoont P* 

Tlio CottulMOffpeMod* to rofliot fw U'M me^ 
mouto^ und thou ote wud^ ** Lei it bf to Bbon* 
field, mv^ioris tba ecanei^ in. tM dktrioti 
tho'maniion aliAlf ia iMluded»-tlMre<are bouAtful 
walke through aresuee oud IfDoi eoibowore# wHk 
TerduDO ak this eeaeon of the jrear*-4h0uir is fkoih 
and ro?i▼if 7 iog^-aad we maj theni bopo/to Mgain< 
a haakfaier tone for our mind and apirita.^ 

all thia I agree with you,r. EtbeV re* 
aponded the young ^rl. ** Wo will depart to* 

dag or, i” he added, aa a.auddan thought itnbk 

hii^ «tD.morrow at. all e^enta.'* 

**lNld why not to-day P* iaquiied Bthelliaa* 
tily» 

"Because it ia povible^" reaponded'AdoIplku^ 
" that my preaeoce may be required at tha Ooro* 
ner'a inqueat upon the murderer and ■nioidn 
Mahrpeaoe. But 1 will repair at onae and aaeer^ 
tain. Meanwhile you. oau' he making aU your 
preparatipne for dcpacturtw" 

(Uiey thaniaatted from the lilgary,^ho Conn- 
teiB repilnog to her own chember, e^ Adolphue 
proceeding to the atation-houae- to learn atioh par* 
tiottlara ue he< needed relative to the inqugit. He 
nminfoMBied that from a coamunioalloB juat re* 
Miived Uomt the Coroner, hia p m ae n oe would not 
be required; the confeaaion o£ the deoeaaed fully 
oleared up the myatery of the murder, apart from 
all other evidence; and iU'reapoet to- the deed of 
aelCdeatriietioo» there wat littb to be aaid on the 
eutijeet— lot all waa clear and apparent. Adolphue 
aceerdingly returned to the maneion ; and at two 
o’elook. in tha afternoon he took hia departure 
thence, in company with Ethel. 

The Bloomfield eatata^ whioht had long baan in 
the Laacellea family, waa about thirty iMlce from 
London; aw4 aa* Ethel bad a^^j briefly do- 
aeribed) it wae composed of araac of tha moat 
beautiful aooncty to be found in tha county where 
it waa eitfiatod. Adolphua had brought; with; him 
only one valet-^hel oi^y one mtSHn far there 
wore aufiiciettt domeatiea attx pur p oaaa invari- 
ably kept at Bloomfield. The arrival of thoiyonag 
Eari and of the widowed Qounteaei -who wee of 
couiaO' believed to be bia|motiieMndawi*—waii 
hoealdedby a meaaeoger aent olB om heraebadt an 
houa^hafore they etartedj^ ihO'niotMpplit; and 
notwithatanding the ndtice waa an aheet,. eiery*. 
thing wae vei^y fn* their euilnbie* raraptien. 
Thn eaan» meaaengar oemmnnieated te the heme- 
hold afi Blocaafleld the intaUigpicnef'Mhkeiieacdai 
deliotion end euieidai and he whiapeaed'Ukewfoe- 
iheenpoaunwhieh, had been aaadatof the uneur 
of Adolphue and Ethel* Ibe^aervanli who lie* 
tened tO'dheiO'tidingm were nataia4y etriekent watk 
aetoidalMniBht but it.waa noh their <int«Mtw am* 
bibit any othar faeluig^ Umn ane> of weiboma' to 
tbair matter and tha Counteit^Whan theyalighted. 
front tba aaniage whaeh'dMrtii o|t^ in ftont.of' tkair 
beautiful, aa ua hr y aeat.. 

During the Jourhay from Lendoa* Ithll hid ncl. 
epoken. M waBdi.rriMif# ' ta' noakge i thn had 
given)ialalplMai.te.uadamtuiMl thabahawealdenht 

inittQ.hiaviriU|.ia alir tbing^-wllhi 
howaeer tbabjhnomvadcaiine Utllb raipilefeB ihar 
•gain ubantead-baraalf to Uao an hia mitimm* 
fi h g feg aii sfc tad. thal^her hnaband. had cn^ dlniiao 

and had periahed ao horribly— that ao 



aany fidf hifiik thiagfldUHl oeDunad-tlht bar fral. 
inga Aad baan* ao baivowad«-tbae hip health' haifi 
audfkred ao grtati^*HUid thahabe aloed'ae mnoh in* 
need of repoee and reat^— that aha felt *bonvioced 
he would ezaot from her nothing more than the 
demeanour of frien4tbip for the preeent.** He,* on 
hie aide, wat only too glad to oencilfiate hdr in any 
way, and to allow her to follow her ocrn inolina- 
tioni, not to yield an aaaentt he nevertheleaa 
frigned to grant it with reluctance, and to be im- 
patient for'tho time when all the guilty past 
should he reanaeilated ao for as their*illioit amour 
waaeoDoarnedi 

They arrived at BloMBfloidi and' took poaieoiion 
of the separate sutte of ehambera prepared for 
themt but thay had their mea^ togethep— they 
paamd' the day together in-doon^or in rambling 
through the grounds;— and thus a week went by. 
Daring thia interval they received a letter from 
Xsobeliii, whom the intelligenoe had in the mean- 
tima reached that tfae guUt of Makepeace waa diaw 
covered and tkat tha wretched men had; himself 
committed suicide. Miaa Yiaoent wrote the folleat 
detaUs'in re^ot to all that had oeourred to her- 
aelf,— thus aocountiog' for her eaddea dteappeai^ 
anea from the. Gardiners' farni. She did not omit 
to mention that she had aeeidentally encountered 
Chriatian Aahton at Tamer House— nor how bn 
had delivered her from* priaond^e in the secret 
chambar* She intimated that it was> her purpose 
to accept the kind invitation of Sir Edgar* Bevertey 
and Hall to remain at Tefoiee Honaa until 
their yiarriage, whioh waa ahortly to taka place;— 
and the* whole tenour of her letter waa kind' and 
affactionate— for aha folt that in some strange>and 
unacoeusitahla way ahw had done her aunt Ethel 
and her oocuui Adolphus an immense i-njuatice by 
believing that the eriooe of the old Sari's murder 
rested between them. As for Adolphua and Ethel 
themaelvea^ they had too muob to think of on* tbair 
owttioeoant to* pay any particular* attention to the 
foot of Isabella kwing .folien in with Ghriariani 
and brief waa tha.cDOBmeiil which Adolphua made 
upon, the au^eot. 

** New that we bave> agraad," hw saidv " te bid 
deianoe. to* the world> and set iteopinion' at naughl 
—aid now too,, doarcat- Ethel, that you aewiaa* 
proriiig ha haaltbaiid aphriia, aadi tha^tiBia^aust be 
near at hand whaai you. wilL timow yeuraaUl idto 
my arms again,— it were all the better* that 
laaballaisheqld fitad a boma elaawhaan Let her 
many yeiing Ashtentr wo* will maka'them arhnndt- 
•ome allowanoe; and. at that aaBte* tiaie> that we* 
thui'rid ooMehea of Isabelh^ wwakali beiptefocow 
ing all onr daty towarda «heB." 

Ethel aamnted ; aad ibeeahjeetat onoa deoppod* 

After braakfoat outi murniag— whan iidol^ui 
and tba Qounteat. had beam abonb a waak ah 
Ittoomfleld— she said to the young Bhil, with 
•mlUng oountenanoe.and caaaeaing Ieoh; " Yow me 
indtad meet hind to devate m mnah efi yenr lhna 
to m o' ■ X majyiay oM your time !" 

" Yon eae, Bthal;?* " that 

my beattoeneurc yourfaappincaei. Bntiehemwiil* 
youf he* ribythtr arina again f'*-dte ha* wae 

wbkdt. held theoL tegathlr; thoughi at<thwaaflNt 
limoiiafhltoi«vaidtha)appeiNMahf l y e amriaing * 
oner her aolton «i»im>any waf»leNfitg b m » lnrifo> 



TujB j»y8Tc&ura Tin ooitst. 


^8000, ditiMl ilw W fp ga dtd , ^ bmmel nail Mrf in a mmiit aai witfi 

aliabf hir iMid Q|miL ait )ikoalil*i ^ 'you/* 

yau m toooiDlag don tew'uiui a ■ ■ y ui ^ fii7 I« u miuutM tbtj wert wiUklQg fotili4o* 
dttrr young uHSofrlMniiiif U{m'4|i» am 

"lilfltttMl 10^ Bihdf** be esdiioed^ wUb u of tbe yoog BobltaHUu ^tre* mu n tiWgbWntil < 
fuAi df Ming fbut tulght Tiry’#«U hufe been ^eelev upon -llur^ulM|K^ deeper. fOMute 
taken 'dUr the leul Joj of bnie iteelf— vbereei it ib«it[bruotaotinM.M8tali^'d^ ilielf tbetti 
wee only the ntiefliiAion of h^ et the Idee that end ibrpyee lee eppeeied toehlae with e hippier 
•he woiddtfofln'be eo eonpUiely hie ekee ngalnue hiflie» 

to be beyond the retell of tnj latent iodinathm The w e a Hur Indeed beantM-^e eun* 
that might vtill eziit to preelaim the erholetruah beamt ifat a di a tad the ontim laadeoepe— but there 
to the 'world aoeordlDg to her proporittoi w we^ wae a breeee tahioh preiveatad their wntmiDe 
back at the mpaaion fii the eabuHii Of lendon. aultrlniii from bobg Iblt* The way <ef the 
"Tee-^dettiit Adolpbue^** the wetpondedf atUl^ tamblefe led tot throuih thaipaoioHa.pmb*-4hea 
iutoing her head to roehtu npon to etiottMer« *eieroei the dekb^ lathe dfreotto of a woedel^deU 
** I lofu 7 oa«-^ and, when you wilV* Oho UMir^ in the >dietanee. 

mnriagly added, *'1 willbeyeu3e*eagid n y e n e * e there not eemewtmage legendatteehed to 
wholly I” tho epot whioh wo OM etoat to vfeitf * inqnhed 

Adotphneiidrded the ladykelenderwaiit with the Ooniiteei^ae ebe walked by the eide of Jdol* 
hie arm^drew her toe towarde^hfan— and im- phoe, leaning on hie am. 

I printed fcfeaee upon it. Whether it were indood ^To bo enrol** he eselalmedi ^did yotanefur 
the coontry elr, together with the nnniual nmonat heir itf It ie that legend wtoh giree ita name 
of walking eaereieo*whieh ehe had lately taken<*d to the bridge.** 

or through an altered etate of the mind— or tom "Vo— I noter heard il/* reependad thedonn* 
all theae caniea united, we cannot iay:«bttt oertain teei : aad>nuddenly etoeping down, aho plmkad n 
it is that her appearanee wee eoneiderably hn- wild*iower^wliieh.grew by the aide of the path- 
prored duripf the week that the had dheady way. *** What ia that legend f * ehe ingnirad, 
pamed at Bloomfield. Still the traeee Of resent tearing to pieeoe the floweret ehe hid just euUed. 
care were pereeptible upon her eheeki t her tom Thm wieuomething alightly wuywerd or peoa* 
too wae moro tonfier than it was Wont to ho in Harin to ‘immnor, as it etraek Adolphiieto n 
the roloptuoni symmetry of its propoei lo iii t monmati hut • attributing dt io the return «f n 
nefeHhelem there was etill the soft lustre in her eertain hueyanej of spirifa with tba ehanga of 
large deer blue ejue,— still the pearly whHenem of soeno and the tosh air of Bloomfield, he eeme d to 
the teeth eliining between the parting roses of the think of it. 

lips— etill the bright 'glory of the rich auburn hair. " And to yon never heerd the legend Of the 
And •• Adolphus thus drew her towards him, ho Maidenk BridgeP* ho-said. ** And yet mothinke 
felt lomething like a faeUng of tenderneas retnm« this tenet yoar tot viait to Bloemfieldf* 
ing,— until alowly into hia mind oamt batii the *'lfo^’*eha roaponded; "Iwaa llere•onca^hetoe. 
le^lvction of the bitterness of all those alteroa- lb was with the fate Bari,’* ehe added s " aid 
tions which had taken place between them) and then 'to eo short % ttime that though I paid a 
in the presence of these reoolleotions the softer hurried visit to uB theae eaonea of iuteraet^ yet I 
feelingi gradually diaappeered, aa twilight recedei hud not leiaure to inguire partioufarly ubont ihem. 
when the ehades of night come on. Beridea^’* aho csefahned, in a gayealona^ *^to liaten 

But not by bii countena^ did he cibiblt the to fagende of thia eort^ one«must have a compMrion 
change that was thua taking place in hia mindt who'can tall them pfaaaantly or pat h eticall y , .ae 
there was a smile upon his toturea, while bitter- -tbe ease mOybe.** 

neas wua ariiing in hia heart; for, u the feeder Adolphus was channed at this eap&dljraltdriag 
comprehende, it wae hia intereat, and tberetoe hie ^manner of the Oountess :f for never einoo her hue- 
purpose, to play a deep game— to aesumo every- hand’s death had ebe»eeem^eo gay as on the pre- 
thin^tbat was ooncUiatory— to eimufate atotion vent oeomion ; and he tbereKtafelt convinced that 
—and to veil every thought that might ebook or within a very brief epaoe of ti^e ehe would aban- 
giveofienoe. ifnd Ethel herself had nomono arm 'dan hereolf oompletaly to him* again. Betides, 
thrown over hie ifaoulder; and ae he was seated, 'with this return of good spirits, there was all tbe 
and ehe wae etanding by him, or rather half- leia obanoe that ehe would relapse into the dark 
reclining in hie arms, ehe looked down into hie eonabre mood that would prompt her to demand 
countenance. There wae a emiie upon to* features the aaerifiee of himielCl 


Ig a to minutes they were walking , tothto 


li'tewise: her eyes appeared fraught with a re- 
viving tendemeea ; and Adotphus said within him- 
self, ** Tee— truly she loves me well again T 
** We will go toth to walk,*’ said the Oountemt 


** After so pretty a compliment to my powen ae 
a legend-teller,** be aaid, smiling,— "a comptimenl 
whi^, though implied ratbw than pAstadly 
uttered, I am vein enough to take unto myaelf,— 


** the weather ia beautiful— the air ie driieunis— I cannot de|py tbe tale you are so anxieua to bear, 
and there is that wild part of the eetate, yon Tou have visited tbe dell beltoP If it worn in 
know, my dear Adolf^ua, whioh we have not yet Boetiand, or in any wilder dfatriet than t^ it 
visited sinoe we were down hero, but which la so would be called a ravine. Beep and rapid fa the 


pfatureaque.” 


stream that runs at the bottom | and to eeveial 


** You mean the Maiden’s Bridge P” aaid the tot upward above the turbid boaom of tbe witar. 


young BarL 


the aides are poitotly eaearped. Do you 


** Yea,” eiofaimed Etheli end inatantanbeiit^ all this, BthelP” 
fifaangagittg hersflf tom hia arms, ahe hnriM “Yea— I think eo,” ahe enawaredi **butwv 
taweida the door,— addings **1 will pul on my leeoUeetion of the jiue fa by no meaoe atrotab 


8 


though It it buNly rtghtotn monibs liiioe I fiiitod 
Ih- . e 

"Tott wQl jMTOientlf find mj doieriptioa te- 
«artte/’*00BtiiiiM Adolphui. "Bfit u it not 
fiDgolw Ihnt orer iht sMl dungerou of plaoei 
ihoro Aoiild bt tht moiirgiuigorout of hrideotP** 

"Tto bridgo’ ii to little uaed, douhtleiir atig- 
geitad Ethel, thet it hu not been thought worth 
while to form n larger and a aafer one.'* 

*'And jet with all the improfeinenti^'* laid 
Adolphtti^ ** that haTO been made upon the eetate 
bj ^ late Earl and fail father before him, ia it 
not aitottiebing that thej ifaould hare left that; 
rilhwld craij wooden bridge P 1 tow, Ethel, that I 
to-morrow 1 will give ordera for a new one." 

"And perbapaapoil the* wild piotureaque beautj 
of the acene," added the Cuunteaij "or at all 
eventa deatroj the intereit of the Maiden'a Le- 
gend.” 

" But cooceifel Bthdl, a bridge not more than a 
jard wide^ a^d Mu onlj a rail on one ude l->8o 
that if eome unfcrtunate ereature in a tipaj atate, 
or aoddenlj aeiied with giddi&eaa, ahould be paat- 
ing over, down he muat go, full fiftj feet, into tho 
etream beneath— and nothing could aave him! 
For, aa 1 have told you, the aidea^are all ea- 
earped ■*— " 

"It ia indeed dangeroua^" obaerved Ethel; 

"and perhapa you would do well But, come! 

it will be time enough to think of a new bridge 
to-morrow. For the preaent let me have the 
legend,” . 

" A legend, by rights" reaumed Adolphua, again 
amiling, ** ought to go back for at leiht two or 
three hundred yeara.— whereaa thia belongs to a 
period of no more ancient date than ab^t the 
oloae of the laat century. Indeed, the vepy cot- 
tagea that are aaaociated with the tale— for it ia a 
perfectly true one— may be\een in the valley on 
the other aide of the hill berdeiing the ravine. 
Tboee* two oottegea were inhabited by peaeent 
familiee— ae auppoie tfaiey fTe. now. An elderly 
oouple lived in one— and an elderly couple in the 
other. To one couple belonged a eon, who of 
/Course wee exceedingly handsome— or else he 
would not be fitted for the hero of a romance, much 
leas for a gay deceiver. Us be was : while the other 
oouple possessed a d||^bter, who was as lovely as 
every heroine oualfw to be. And it follow^— 
likewise as a naj^Hal occurrence in a tale—" 

"But you ten me," said Ethel, laughing, " that 
it is a true one— and yet you are treating it aa a 
fomance P" 

" It is indeed all true, though I may seem to 
treat it with a certain gaiety, which is rather de- 
rived from the infection of your buoyant Bpirit8,my 
aweet Ethel^ than from the nature of the legend 
itself, which has a termination anything but comic. 
However, u I wins sbout to obser,ve, the handsome 
young peasant and tbi beautiful yoqpg damsel fell 
' in love with eaefa eihir. They were wont to ramble 
forth on a snmottretaniiig; uadit know not why, 
but oerlein it ii that ^hey nfed to take their 
Btakon upon the bridge^ where ttiqy mingled their 
sweet' veto while the stream was gurgling be- 
neath.. Ifaltenweat on for aoma monthi, until 
at laat tbi young peaeant ewain,— who must, have 
been eadly BeUc^— waa emiiten with the beauty ef ‘ 
^ damstl in the village yonder— the daughter of 
iyt email iradeeman who hid just taken a shop ifaere. 


Ho gradua&y nagleetod hia 8nt lovs^ and dovoted 
hU-AttenlieBi to faia aair one. FerkaiwhitlMHii^ 
it perlbrabla to eapouie a tradeeman*! daughtov 
than a girl in hie own ephere; or perhape he waa 
really more enamoured of hie new lore than of Ida 
old. Tho negleotejl fair one reproaohedohim poll 
but ahe pined and faded vieibly. 8ho avoidid 
him I for her pride would not auffer bar to throw 
hereelf in the way of one who no longer loved her. 
At length, in the epurie of a few months^ every- 
thing waa aettlod for the bridal of the peasant and 
the tradesman*ei$mghtar : the villM waa all excite- 
ment and curioaity'^for theae rum weddinga are 
aiouroeof generidglea in. tht little communitlea 
where they take place. And now, Ethel, you muat 
auppoae that the cve before the bri al mom bad 
arrived ; and the happy awain waa returning at an 
earlier hour than oiiial from a viai|, to hia intended, 
ao that he miybt have leisure to complete his pre- 
parations for the morrow. It was about nine 
o’clock on a charming moonlit evening that ho was 
thus passing through the valley on his way back 
to the cottage where he dwelt with his parents, - 
when a female figure came ghdiug towards him. 
It was the deceived and betrayed gigl. She at 
once assured the young man that she came not to 
reproach him, but to crave a last boon. He was 
remorse-stricken and aflicted; and he swore to 
grant it She said that as dheir vows bad been 
pledged in the sight of heaven, and as they had 
never released each other from those vows, it was 
only meat and proper that th^ ahould do so now, 
aa solemnly as they. had plight^ them. The poor 
girl added that the phantasy had seised upon her 
for this ceremony to taka place in its mournfulness, 
where their troth had been pledged in its happi- 
ness; and the swain, believing that her intellect 
I was affected, and full of remorseful compassion, 
assented to whatever she might propose. They 
proceeded together towards the bridge,— walking 
in silence side by side, and without touching each 
other’s bands. , A young shepherd of their ac- 
quaintanee, who was close by at tho time— |bou^h 
hi himself was undfon, being concealed behind a 
clump of trees— heard and beheld all that passed. 
Inspired by curiosity, he followed them, still un- 
perceived,— which could scarcely have been a diffi- 
cult task, for they were doubtless absorbed entirely 
in their own thoughts. They reached the Jbridge 
—they entered upon it— and the shepherd posted 
bimselfchehind a tree, where, ii. the clear moon- 
light, he purposed to watch all that took placo. 
They reached the middle of the bridge. At that 
moment a cloud obscured the moon i the shepherd 
beard the young maiden’s voice saying plaintively, 
*Foryiv$ me, my mall fie/oved.'’— then there wta 
an awful cry, quickly followed by a loud splash in 
the waters beneath— and all wae over 1 The two 
bodlee were found on the following day about three 
milea diatant,— the arms of the girl etill tightly 
dasped around the neok of her faithless but adoroit 
ewaiu— yei^ as tightly clasped m they muat have * 
been when ihe threw hereelf with him from tue 
bridge I" 

"And that ia the Maid'a Legend P" eaid Ethel. 

" It as truly an affeeting tale— but romantic enough 
to fat improbalde.” 

"Think you, ifaan,” inquired Adolphusb "tnat 
wbateoever ia wildly romanda must be 
trusted 
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Slilil? 


*Ii if of MttNf lo bt NftiTad with can- 
tlon.” ffiponM thf OonatMi^ " tbaa that whioh 
la natani and of ataf/'day oaonnanoe.*' 

“Wafa it an tfoiy-daj oaouranoe^’* anawarad 
thajoung Xarl| aniflitii^ “thara would ba no in* 
tefoat in tba tala. Bolhaif ia thabridga!” 

. Fot tha laat fiw nfamtaa tluw had baan tfaiaad* 
Inf tbtir way akng a |iath wUoh ran thfough a 
giofti) and a aUght windisf in tbal path auddanlj 
Erought Ihtaa within iMt of tb# biidga^ wbkh 
waa about a dnaan paida dlatant. Xba gUfgliag 
watara in Iba dfpth of tha rffina now plMdlp mat 
llMif aam I and 44oipb«t 11 ^ ^ ^ if wi^ 
platuoagata I do not hnoW| altar alh but, that tt 
Wiia a ifia to baud a BOW biUga hafi.* 

“01^ 1 am 111 %'’ fiaWmfd Bthai^^'pwo, 
daar idblphui^wlli nafordcfir-Haid tlma.WPtlls* 


htg^ aha-abop|^,a^ at. t^ia o o m a anao m anbof ^oom." 

sjURSAff**"""* H^a^seyss 


Km Ml— fovBTi! OBiaa 


“It all atanti^” aaid tha j^g Sai^ “1 will 
order another hand rail to be laiTneroae-^for thia 
ia poaitiraly dangeroua.” 

“Pangarooa-nor ijaoulatad tha Counteaa^ 
with a laugh. “ But tbaoe cottager of which you 
ware apo&ingv and whara tba two Ihiailiaa 
gwalt--^ 

" Thaj art In tha rafla/ behind the aminanm 
on tha oppdHta aide of tha rafiaa. That la tha 
tree mlki, aa«tha legend taUa^ oonoaM tha 
ahaphcaid who wna a witnaaa . or tta oalaa- 
tropha.** N; 

“lahonld liko to a|a tha ootfi^** obaanrad 
lBtbah-“iha dump of traia fikawH behind 
whioh tha ahqphaid waa biddan-and tba epot 
:whlra tba pom maidan mat bar ihithlaia |g^w 
OB tba ammomma night which aacrkad ibair 
doom.** 

■liwCMji nOf tta ^•1.” 



ffBi^innnnn w tbi ootvik 


<*Oh/the wangtr she ejafiiilatodp laughing 
gaily. ** li it 10 grand an aobiorement^ after all f 
liook I you shall see:*’— and she tripped upon tho 
bridge. c c 

Tue young Earl at onoo followed her. It was 
with a light step, and her band soaroelg touching 
the rail, that she thus adraneod till she%ained the 
middle of tho bridge. There sbestop)^ short; 
and looking orer the rail, contemplate the foam- 
ing water which was flashing brightly in the sun- 
beams. 

"Perhaps it was here, Adolphni^** she at length 
said, turning towards her companion,-— " hercb 
upon this very spot, that the catutrophe took 

"Yes— the legend he answered, "that 

it was in tlie middle ox the bridge, according to 
the tale which the shepherd subsequently told." 

"And here, then, they £sU otoTj" said Ethel, 
" the girKe arms tightly ^psd ansttnd the necA 
of him who was the rain of her bAppioess P* 

" Yes— here," Mjoiaed the J^ng Earl, turning 
round at the same time, as ^ Countass had done, 
to contemplate the water from aide which was 
unprotect^ by the handrsih 

" Porgive me, Adolphus 1** s«dd#«ly eielaimed 
Ethel. 

At the same instant her arms were thrown 
about hie neck: tightfy were tb^ clasped— a 
wild and fearful cry thrilled forth firom bis lips 
.-one desperate struggle to disengage hlmfelf— 
but all in vain 1— over they fell — down, down they 
wentl Tho entire rarine, the giwm, as4 all the 
adjaeent disiriot echoed with the tsivlle erics of 
the young lord i but not another aonnd than the 
words " ^Of^iee ine, ^d^^h^jsbttr trhs^dt s^:e l:a^i 1 
uttered, came from tho ttgi of ElhsL Tlwro waa 
a terrific splash; and awfly thairbodlMweio borne, 
the arms of the OoMAkM |||11 tight arennd hie 
neok— her hands olasped*^tf t&sii mm and 
hands of bar's constituted an ban flail 


teriaad by a cartain etearneaa of pacaapfeifm in 
comparison with other periudii ai^ for bstanee^ 
when she gave the information whhte led to so 
startling a tom in the trial of Ebttioe Bodnej. 
The present occasion was one of the happier 
moods of her cjifltellect, as she stood gamOg upon 
the tombstone; and if an obsenrer had been nigl^ 
he might probably hare peroeived that beneath 
that fixity of look and mournful oalifiness of 
eountenanee, there was a certain inward agitatim 
or excitement^ arising firom the powerful eflbrta 
and the straining attempts which the poor woman 
was making Co &sntangle her thoughts oompletelj 
and marshal all her ripfMl assooiatione for the 
purpose of dear and intelligible reriew. 

" He ipoki of a poor mad lady," she presently 
said in a murmuring tone to herself; "andwAo 
was likely to ha?e been dri? en mad if not my poor 
dear miitr^ P That date — «-bat. Ah I my ideas 
grow oonfuaed again—— Ko, not I cannot rightly 
underetaod that which it applsars as if 1 seek and 
want to oomprdieBd 1" 

*Bhe turned away slowly and mournfully ; and 
just at Abat instant old Jonathan Carnabie and 
his new aaristaot ware adranoing towards the gate, 
of tho ohuMkyard. 

" Ah 1" ahe sjaoulated , " there are the men whom 
I seek I- ‘ 


othey were together the other night 


GHAPTBB LXXXIY. 

THS 

Tsa reader will not >>^e forgotten that beautifiii 
little tillage in 'Vmtmoreland where Barney the 
Barker obtainod^e situation of ascistant grare- 
dlgger to old Jonathan Carnabie. To this Tillage 
we must now return. 

It was an early hour in the morning; and a 
ftmale, dad in ^psy-like apparel, stood in the 
middle of the churchyard, oontevplttlng ri»t 
graTS-etone which bore thf simple inscription of 
" Oetah^r, 1880.** There was nothing wild in her 
look now— i^hing wandering nor rsatiess i it was 
fixed and replete with sadness* Bor sereral 
minutes did she that stand gaalnfi^ upon that 
head-stone^ ae if the eingidar ooM^ess df ti^e 
insoription tbos rifstted h0t afteQjtlhh<i^ dse ac 
if there wmeeomatbi^iiifha^bwkidi mose or 
lest assoeUteditstlfwIth dirkiiii nsMBhiis fioa^g 
inberb^. ’ 

The idfiilrof mtst Noegnlisg Oragy Jsnei 
nd vt is ittiefhre useless to dbserre any myetm 
jAen tha^iS^W wUeh, 

^Mb'Midfe^lacUl iNM nl aU mnli chnrai> 


when they paid something brhioh strude me so 
stttngelyr 

"Hero is this poor oraay oreature again," said 
old Jonathan. "1 wonder^ why she is banging 
about the rillsgeP Wc muct find out where she 
belongs, and base her passed to her parish: it will 
nef sr db for her to become ehargoable to our looal 
latee." 

"You are the man, Mr. Carnabie," add the 
Biirker, "to get rid of her. Go and try your 
dequense. Tnarel blow me if 1 baren’t leitfiol 
the mattoek— and I'll just run and fetch it." 

"Pc^" reqNmded the old sexton : and he ad- 
raneed towai^ Oraay Jane, who, being at a dis- 
tance of ebout fi% yards, bad not orerheard n 
ringle ujUablt that passed between the sexton and 
hia asdstanl. 

Meanwhile the Barker, turning rapidly away, 
had sped back to the cottage. 

"My poor woman," said Jonathan, aeoosCing 
Oraxy Jane^ "you seem to be a hooselesB wan- 
derer—" 

" A wgnderer f— yee I" sbe ejaeaUted t " beoauso 
it is my destiny I My mind will not let me tmt, 
Houselm did you say f No— not when I efaeosa 
to ask Ibr an a^um : for who would refuse it to a 
poor creature euoh as I am f Bceidei^" she added; 
after a pause, " I can poj for whal I ka? o wkea 
paysoent ie required.*' 

Thus speakings she dieed her lauk hand dews 
lato a pocket, and drew forth a quantity of.ebkBU 
Silfcr and balfpence weee all jumbled tcgelheri 
and it etruek the old sexton thah be eaig;bl the 
glitter ef two'ov three pieeee of a etill mose psn^ 
oieuimetiL ButthenexflfistantOIntty JMehad 
tnmsiurfed tie meney beok to bsr poekrt^-^ 
elaiiulDg with aifH el triumplq "'fieyeu^aiw tknt« 
InmuHoltofellMvnnMndicmig tlMgfby^ pm 
bmtoakwteoner 

"I — swi i iseisd; asy peormD u i g ^imwma 
MiAbiril, '■to fiiid tbrt jeu iM tbw 
of eaiualehi ri ly* Bui why are yoa 10111111 your 




ind dkikhf bmOi utfin ngi Aaivi hmAto 
Ibott 

Mg«rljri ^ il poilIH? |9a kLMte f or 
do yoA oaly tuttooft wtoiftt WMf* 

«% tMlter Onu^ ITom 

ibittEUMi, fpMtfg tt lifi 
aiflgufir ec»jpi | i(fa*d ^ order to m- 

BOM himeeti; M ititf WH 

ittftiBtiibUIHuBOof ndfid IdMr U hud 
to Mji uA tIMbto lb it itordb'Wbitte fbr 
bim to prooaod^^* 1 «M Odd j^SIbed bp «bo It^, 
01 1 bofo foil btld' jf0«-^ ibe ini ter 
•ferj owtomuMi tmgb ,fair irm wt^oob 
tnifBl*Boibd 


te LaaoMfdto t tbifo wm no boo Ibiif 4 ibinolt^ 
firroatintbobottio-^attba did bur btdt to ro» 
oom thipoorlid^deyMnlMrlttlMii^ Whtn 
•bo optood bor ejO**— 


^ word lofgo ond din-^brigbdi* ten 'jfidooUj os- 
preulfo# Ob* motUnko 1 looidibni titir i*— tnd 
tho poor oroitiiib mddifi^ teint IbHlt Ikto on 
ogonv of pOBvbUfOiOlM. 

* TtiAj tbii women mntt be«o tnotnl Ibil 
well/* thought Jonathon Oarnabie to btduairi and 
•utftrifif a mlonto or two to ^pw until Cruj 
Jano'i pan^jam of mdaf waa merited* ba aald 
alowlj and qaloll)^i ** xeib to tbe beat of my recot- 
lection the lady M larga dark oyois but aa for 

ne tiieir lailira* ^1 traa gooi-^iid •• for their iweet* 
fiU naii of iBpMiioii«it wn loit in the dull naaacjr 
** of bar gaaii/’ 

ler * Poor dear lady rmnnatTradCkaiy Jane. **Oh* 

be what mnat ibr ^tw auAnud f what moet she hare 
I a auflEhredi Aad^ay aiilln!liiga**-tbay bare been at 
nothing habttqpaitton I Ho you mean, old man- 
do you oMan that thn wad madf * 

* I dih** aiiiwafid Jonathan flbanafter a paueoik 
be went on th aay* waa telling you that 1 otm* 
▼eyad hew into the pareooage* where Hbn eerfint* 
girl attandled upon m; and though aha came teak 
to li(b^ it oould foaro^ bo ealied to coDioiowiDeaa 
—for Oe poor erafture^a mind aaemed totally 
gone. 8ha took no ilm notice of any thing than 
a child of aiz nonthf^d* StopI— I forg«itl 
Te% whan the maid nn A<^|Md her, there waa a 
•mail felTct bag, aewn all round— a little bag not 
near an largo aa the palm of your hand— and it waa 
ftttened to a black ribbon round her neck. Thi% 


yonatepnot lake it from mef— ntogiit nerer 
meant to take tbe bag awe/; and ihiriliiw the 
at owa toll the poor lu'iy not to bafr^toned on 
that aeiAn. Tkia was lha eidy. thing rke Mmed 
to take any notice of j and whan aite found that 
thebagwiaaaii* thh ratejpatd into bar dull dead 
apathetic oondiw IMug no further tagtod tor 

[cnything. ,Jh agtgtfMi waa Mint fori and be aaid 


— that bar lulnd waa a perfeet ?oid<-^hit her 
rtbatb'diibtotollfyim* Ofooanewtilllboiigiit 
ihat’arlir'biad waa ahatad, die had aaoapad from 
•oot'ldbaitti aiyhna^ and that it would not inam^ 




m if^mnt qw m covwg. 


foM bt mj dilBeuli to M out wboro tho had is diaoowM tcfotbor la tho olimlgpifdi tni ai ho 
ioiM from. ITomtliilMi^ dio bad ofidantlj beaii paepaif ad by Iwr Baaair and fmlMatlaBa 
fralkiof far; ftr bar iboai waio nora bright tbali a ba waa maob aialtad» ba fraMd M tb# ooa- 
tbroogb— bar aloeUaga, alao^aad tba^aolaa of bat faraatum ragardad bimaalf; botwban ibaao praai* 
feat ward cat aad'blaadlng.” P^tatalj borriad off agaiii, aod tba aatton aiood la 

HafoOrary Jaaagtfaadaapeoafulalfaaioaa} a muauig minnar % a frir flilaalai^ tbd*Biirkar*a 
and ataggariag agaiaat tba grafo-atoBai wllii Uia eovaga rafifod. 

condaa uiaori^iMi, aba laaat ofar it waapbg bit- "If it waa om tbajr waa talking of»** ba laid to 
terlj. dararal minutaa tboa alapaad, until aha bimaalf, "tbajirooldhaTagona off at onaa to ralaa 
auddanlj ralaad bar oountananoa again; and than tbawbolavillafaaadbaAtmadoimlikaamaddog." 
it wora a look ao alterad«-ao wild—that tba old Tba Barker tbaranpon iaaiaed forth from tba 
aaxton fait oonTinaad tba poor araatura «aa now aottagob and baatanod to nj(d& old Oamabia t but 
no longer in a frame of mind to liatan to bia atoiy. wa ww interrupt tba prograea of our narraUfo for 
And aba haraalf apaadilj made him aware that ha a few momenta, to dapiet tba piaoiaa natnra of tba 
waa parfeotlj right. Barkar’e apprabanfiona. 

" Ko more now 1** aha ejaoulatad : "not another He had of ooarea read tba liawapapar.aooounte 
word for the praaent I Wbbt you hara aaid ia im* of Lattioa Boditay’a trial at Lirarpool ; — and 
preaaed Aera/"— and aha pointed ▼ehamanUj three bajond what wa ouraalraa bafo raoordad on that 
or four timee to her foreheads "bat my brain euljeotin our narratira, the Joumala bad giren 
could bear ao more I"— and there waa a maniao eereral minute pbrtioulara in reapeot to the female 
wildneea in her eyea. " Ob, 1 have already heard who without being brought forward in Oourt^ bad 
too much— too muab I Another tiq^a, old man, I nprertbelasa, through tba medium of another ape- 
will come back and hear wbat^mora you hate to eiea of deposition, giren ao important a turn to 
Bay. Ah I you took me for a begga^^d a mendi- the prooeediMa. The oaterera tor the public preaa 
cant," ehe ejaculated, auddanly stopping abort as had desoribedhar as a poor wandering maniac who 
she Waa Juat on the very point of comi^ away : had for aome yaara been known in the neighbour- 
then, diving her band down into her pocket, she hood of Liverpool i they had delineated her par- /i 
brought forth three or four ehillingi ; and flinging sonal appearance, and had added that ehe waa 
them towarda him, cried, " Go drink to the h^th ueually known by the denomination of Oraay Jane, 
of Cruy Jane 1" All thege particulars had Barney the Barker read 

With these words she harried away ; and tom- at the time, for they ware traneferrad from the prsjf- 
ing the angle of the church, waa lost to the view vincial to the London papers; ani thus when tba 
of the old eeaton, who stood guing after her until woman eo suddenly appeared before old Oamabia 


abe thus diaappaarad. 


and himself in Woodbridga ehoroh-yard, he had 


"She is a atranga creature^" ha muttered to been smitten with the appreheneion that she waa 
himaeli^ as he stooped down and picked up the the person whose testimony, presented in writing 
coinsi "1 hope she will keep her word and come to the Court, had led to the acquittal of Lattice 
back— for she evidently knows aomething about Bodney, tba incarceration of Bira. Webber, and the 
the poor lady. Or perhaps after all it may only subsequent arrest of bimealf. Btill the Burkbr 
be a portion of bar madnaaa P *^et it would fa# waa not completely aura that tide woman who now 
strange, though, that aha should inow the colour haunted the neighbourhood of Woodbridge, was in 
of her half and ayasi for now that 1 bethink me^ reality Craiy Jane— though ha had earthy little 
when the poor lMy*e hair did grow again, it was doubt on the subject. 

black. I wonder whether— But wa shall aee all He rejoined the old sfazton, as wa have already 
in good time, no doubt. OnutJ i* pretty sure said ; and a furtive look, hastily flung upon Car- 
to return. But where is that precious aa^tant nabie’a countenance, convinced the miscreant that 
of mine all this while P" nothing disagreeable or threatening had transpired 

We will explain the real 4aasa of the Barker's in reference to himself, 
somewhat abrupt disappeaganca and prolonged "Well, where is the mattock P" asked Jonathan, 
absence, under the pretm of fetching a mattock somewhat surlily : "and what made you such a 
from old Oarnabie's cot^e, though ba knew per- long time in (poking for itf" 
fectly wall that the intplement had been left along "It was just bmuse I aould not And iitbat I 
with others on the previous evening, inside the stayed ao long," answered the Burkai; " and now I 
. churoh-porcL The fact ii^ Hr. Barnes did not recdlect, it's along with toother things in the porch 
bka tba appearanca of the mad woman. On the yonder. But yoirve bad that poor mad oraetur* a 
night that aba bad so suddenly presented herself chattering away with you at a gallowif rata I" 
to him and tba sexton, ba was ssuttsn with a ear- "I can’t rightly mm bar oal^" raspondsd the 
tain suspicion; and tharofora ha had takaiivaiy sextont "shaicasdemaatadascnicaabaiaooma 
good care not to speak a aingla word, for Sear bis rasnacts-and yet she seams oc if die hod a sort of 
voice should ba racegniacd. Whan she bad fled Inmity on one antjact.*’ 
so prad^tataly, ha buoyed Unamlf up . iKtb the ** And what’s thatP" iaqaiiad the Barker, if 
hope HM she would not ratum cgdft into that wttb an air of Ipdifferanoa. 
neigblHMirlm^-biit. that bar stcpib |b .wayward " Why, abofll the poor lady that Is ballad biis^** 

and unsettled Oft l^.offn biaia^ woald 0^ her ra^liad Jonathan, pointing to the grave hcidad by . 
alsawhsra. HowdMrafoia tbaCjha roMaaiad in tba stone with tba conslsa inseriptmn. "Irappaais 
tbs same pbm ba was again sdaadwitb alarm; asifsbckaaw|ha* tailing hat 

and ytddismjm that terror, bad siiddaaly absented diosadjpsBaidlcetpiy-^blcfa|,bytbcbys^lpro- 
MsMf nndiir Ike pretext which wa have dacedbad^ mised t^narrata to yon ana of tbesa ddys-w** 
Vindow of old Osenabii’e cottage^ bo " Ws^ bit sbobdlcd awi^ agaUf likam^’* In* 

woam and thi sexton M th(iy ciood ts^jected tfo Burloii 



sn imm aw «» «si «o»m. § u 


■HrtoB. "IwaiedyhtttlktNghtlMitoir-^ Aftw 

got nacb’tMittd-^ iIm wmU om» batk wrtwMmwbMbmtolnuMtbilUvImHi 
•Artbivdv— bHRMtItplilripiUMr.* . nd tteBufka'* ttm ml aiwk at U»#M'|p> 
"X thoulit yM MMuit to Mnoada bar to fit ptoal Sa maM to l)w abaNbrni^ to that 
ml af tba pariib altotatbarr obwmd Bat^ to eaa| Xoamtrn ibMdd latam aaww toab bb- 
" aa yom, wyudo't bara m mgiaati aad wafga* had tonaatad, ha attobl at amaba tondi— aad 
baMiaaadiaaata banr* H^ttoifabp^ha Oamr blaNatfmthanaNto 

"ATtgraolahabaj ba, paar araatoNl’* laid tha ibadaafa ii|b lattbatoMi ferlba. da; waa 
Janathaa, to a aompantoMUag taea~"aad a aiaaidtogfyiaito;,aad UMambaavapobiaddowa 


vagaband top lot Mwt mattw ( tor tba torqia adlb ail taiir aa wa a dad torrid itiaMib. ISag- 
ararri; iMaa a waadarar wUboal a aittlad ham I teg aff Ua ha^ toa Baihto aomad Ua brad with 
bat a laaadiaaat aha ia aat. Bha baa ftoat; af aa aid aattoa baadkatobH aad tbaa aada biaa. 

a. ' «« — * — a 


Mu eooilbrtibto m ponibleg whttt a|)o|iu hii 
pijM tad gifbg wAj to hii ttwMtioiii. , 

It will be neoaeimto obiem Ibet liiiee the 
Barker bed been in Jenelken ComibU^i lerfie^ 
them " but the threw me e-^eixpenee-lelliiig be bed oeeupied e little outboilie— or we might 
me to drink her healthi end lo 70 a end I wiU rether eey e abed, eiteobed to the eeston'i oottegt; 
here e drop of beer preientlji when we here end in whiob e truokle-bedeteed bed been ^eeed 
UnimhmA oar mornltiff'a work.** for bii eoeommodetlon. Mr. Bernei wee mod in e 


^'Inentj of monejg ebP** leid the Barker 
^ Where the deooe oould the get it from P* 

ibe did not teU me^" eniwered Jone< 
then I " but ebe threw me e— e— eixpenee— lelliim 
me to drink her health 1 end ao pou end I wiU 


flniahed our morning'f work.** ^ for hii eeeommodetion. Mr. narnei wee mod in e 

** It muit here been e lixpenoe in bel^MOM condition to judge bj Jonethan'a bebitc thet be 
though/* thought the Barker to himaelf; "fori wee eeonomioel end aeringt end he more than 
MW you itoop aereral timely oM foUerg*to pick the auapeeted thet the old men bed e Uttle boerd ia 
coina up | and 1*11 be bound it wea e hendful of bia eottage. Already had the idee flitted eerow 
iilm—or dm how abould yon know die bed hia brelir that if be eoald eoquire e poeUife eer- 
plenty of money P*'— but Barnea only thua muaed teinty on the point, he would help bimaelf to the 
inwerdlygenddidenot giro audible expreaaionto treeaure— for treaaure it would proveto him, no 
hia thott^til for he waa pardoularly cerefnl not matter how amell the emoont,— end he might then 
to ezeite in any way the auapioiona of the Aston, betake himaelf to another diairict, or elee get out 


to ezeite in any way the auapioiona of the aezton 
"Yea,** oontii^ed Jonathan, perfectly uncoD' 


of the oountry altogether. ^ Now therefore thet the 


leioui' of what wm peaaing in the mind of hie Borker'a alarm waa ezeited in reapeot to the ep- 
eaabtentp "ahe hM got a pocket weU*flUed with pearance of Craay Jane in me neighbourhood of 
eoini end now I bethink mOi ahe aaid 1 wea to the village of Woodbridge^ he wm reaolted to 
drink the health of Creiy Jane.** achieve tM crime of whiob be had hitherto but 


drink the health of Croiy Jane.** 

" What a rum name to call heraelf by 1** db« 


achieve that crime of which be had hitherto but 
vaguely and dimly, thought. But if he could also 


carved Barney 1 but aa he averted hia countenanoe poaaeaa himaelf of Cracy Jane’a money, it would 
for an inatantp ita ezpreaaion waa ghaatly— for the be on addition to the att^e he antioipated to derive 
mention of that name had diaaipated whataoever from the other quarter ; and the Barker wm not a 
little doubt there wm in hia mind, and' had eon* man to atiok at wcoupleof Crimea ■-nq, nor adoien 
firmed all hia worst feara. " And m ihe*i coming dther—if he oould only thereby improve Ua pre- 
back again— ia aheP** he inquired. cent depreaaed condition. t 

** She aaya m— and I have no doubt ahe will,** While thua reflecting, and utterly unauapieioui 
responded the aezton. " She bM got Mmething of the poiaiMUty of being overheard, Barney be- 
into her head about the poor lady that Um buried gan to give audible ezpreaaion to hia theughta* 
there I and I know enough of theaecraqy people to "Tea," he aaid, whUe leiaurely smoking hia p!p% 
be aware that when once they do get bold of a "Woodbridge ia getting a precious sight ^ hot 
pMticular crotohet^ tbeyalwaja stick to it. She is to hold such a populaiL gen’lcman u myself; and 
M certain to come back m that you and 1 arc I must take my preciSs^carcaM off to auoth^ 
here.** e part of the world. That CM sooundcel Oarnabie is 

"Poor creature P** aaid the Burkdf, affecting • warm-I know he is ; and rlj forrct out hia hoard 
tone of sympathy, although at the same instant he before I am a night dder. If M be he wakes up— 
resolved upon the deatruction of either the aezton well then, there’s the mattock, or the spadq, or the 
or orasy Jane— aad perhaps of both. crow-bar M will deuoed soon cook bh goose for 

"Though you are such a atrange-looking him. And then that acouraed she^evU 0^ 
foUow/* said old Oarnabk^ " you have got a good Jane, which applied all the Imah at Liverpod— I 
heart— that is quite dear. One must not alwaye shall like to give her a topper on the hcad-eM qy 
go by the looks." PM do it too I" . 

"lAonld raythcr think netl" daculated the Having qpme to this inoatconitoc^foiiwusloii, 
Burker, M he walked on by the sestoa*s side. the Bl^ ^ refilled hia pipe } and n Ahm who 
The two man proceeded to the accompMsh me nt had been standing behind a tombftsiiit»|Ddcdnoiae- 
ofthc workthqy had in hud rbul^aU the while leaaly away over the long grasa. That p«Mn wm 
the^orker wns employed In diggliig a grave for Cresy Jane. “ 

aome recently deeaaM villager, he WMdamn^g diacoiuM with 

with himself upon the mode, of «teeu|bg the ©^‘ttwliyaidln 0 Inoid ataU of mind agaln^^ to 
hidcoui^piifpQMte now entertained. The M con- the hope cf finding h^ that 
tinned till nrid^y^ wWbh hoar Jon^Sun re- narrativf rdativc to t^ unknoiM ^ who dept 
turned to hfocotte^whifo the Burkcr proceed 

tolhcifobUc-hciiMtofiddiM nuidihewrMnd^^ enre^dwompensedand uw 

be purilias fd with fic dspanec erhich Jonathan m fouy yOars. But while wandering amidet th<» 


THJ MXBTnXlB OV TRB OOV^T. 


•ombstODai in tht hope of finding Cernabie, Oraij wareelT htfo foiind iq^tare in eonieerfited 
Jene bad otnght n g umpao of the Burker'a form ; ground I** 

end at onee rooogniaing him at the man whAn aha At that Inatant Mr, Bedelifib baeame afrara of 
had aaan with ifonaihani ahe thought^of inquiring a human form approaching along the watte inter- 
where the laiton himaelf was? She had ap- aaoting the oburob/ard: he aaw that it waa (he 
proaohid imiaelesaljr and unpercei? ad, thoueh ahe form d a woman-vaad a aaoond glanad^madd him 
had not at firatjtudiad this degree of oautiof: Juat start and daculate, **Ahl eu# of ttie objects of 
aa she wasabout to addroMhim, he began to apaakt aaareh r t 

and hisToioe struck her with an eilbetu if a hear/ " Mr. Bedelifib^** said Craij Jane— for- aht in- 
blow had been dealt her. She knew it at om: it deed it was— and ahe presented herself with no 
was that of the man whom she had heard coufees- greeting of courtesp, nor with anj apology for her 
bug with Mrs. Webber at the baek gate of Pol- abrupt and aeorat withdrawal from the ai(|flom 
lard's house at Lirerpool, on the night when the whioh be had prorided for her alter the trial of | 
murder of that unfortunate gentleman was accom- Lettice Bednej,— ** Mr. BedcUffr, there Hes the one | 
piisfaad. Crasj Jane glided behind the tombstone, ooncerning wh^ 70U hare twice or thrice spoken 
and listened in dumb horror to the words of nn- to ms 1" 

miatakaabla menace that iiaued from the tillain's Crasjr Jane pointed with her lank arm to the 
lips. When he had ceased apeaking, she glided grare; and BedclilTe, hastily turning aside, con- 
awSj, as already stated; and this time she did oealed from the woman's view the unutterable 
study to pursue her path as noiselessly as pos- emotions whioh bad suddenly found silent but 
sible. eloquent expression in bis countenance. 

ft »Xhen she is deadl" he at length lowlf mitr- 
— mured to himself: hut the woman heard net what 

he said. **JS(ow ^ow yon," he inquired, after 
CHAPTBB tXXXV. another pause of nearly a minute,— ** hhW know 

ft you that she lies here f" 

wooDBBiDOB. ^Tou yourself shall know H from the same 

source whence 1 learnt it," answered Jane. **0 
It was eight o'clock in the evening, when a post- Mr. BedcKSb ! I am not madf at this momcitC. 
ebais# drove into the little village of Woodbriilge, Ho, n^l^nerer, never for long years have I un- 
and stopped at the inn. A single traveller alight derstood myself so well as at this instant !— no^ 
—and this was Mr. Bedoliffe. not even when telling all 1 knew to the magis- 

In answer to the inquiries of the landlord, he tratea and yourself m respeot to the horrible 
stated that he might remain a day or two in that murder at liverpoolt 1 heard things tide mom* 
place ; and he nodded an assent to the proposal ing," she continued, slowly and gravely, and in a 1 
that refrediments should bo at onee served up. perfeotly ooUeotsd manner, " whioh have made me j 
These however he scarcely touobed, and presently reflect in a way that I have not reflected before for | 
atrollod forth to woo the gentle breese of the even- m long time. A change has taken place 
iog, and perhaps to seek some solitude where for a within me* I frei it here," she said, placing her 
wbUa he might he alone with own thoughts, hand imn her brow; "and I feel it here, too/* 
Ho had certain inquiries to make in this neigh- 'ihc added, placing her hand upon her heart, 
bourhood { but he mtponed them until the morrow " I im rejoieea to hear you thus ipCak, Jane I** 
—for hie refleotiCns during the day's travelUng replied Bedoliffe: hut ^though he spoke of joy, 
bad, ae wae indeed often the ease with the unhappy there wes nevertheless a deep sadness in his tone, 
gentleman, excited his ftelings to the extromest —a sadness infused firom the fiountaine of hie 
degm of tension. heart. 

His steps took him towards the bhurebyard s it afr," proceeded (be woman, " 1 frU that X > 

waa now a little past ninef o'clock— the evening had a mission to acoompliib, emsed though I Were ! 
wu beeutifidly cW— anjMlow^ did Mr. Bed- —a mission to diseovef the fste of my beloM ! 
oliffe purene his way ihfmagh the oometer j, eon- mistress ; and at (bo very time when methongbt | 
templai^ the grave-atooes. Presently hii eyet .my ficotstepg were most wayward, heaven itself | 
settled upon tbat pafticular one which has been so. was guiding them towards the s^ where the ; 
often mentioned, and which bora the inscription of mystery wes to be aohed I" I 

Oetoboff 1880. Jonathan Oarnabie's oaro had "But, Oh f how ie this mystery solvefP" asked I 
reeemllyUaekened the indented letters forming this Bedoliife^ in a voioe where pathos, and anguish, 
iasoiip^l so that it wu plainlij visible on (he and supenes were so oommioped that they Seemed 
glosmuig white eurfree of the stone. Mr.. Bed- to giro (0 his aeoente a now tone, end at the same 
oliffe wu naturany atrubk by the singular brevity time the mournful woridngt of M* cottntcxMnu 
of this graven memorial of tbe buried dead; an^ expressed suqh kindred fralings that thsy iq^pearcd 
the date too appeared to give a ihriUifl| keeraeia to give it a new aspeet. 
to ihe memories that were floating in m mind. Jane started u if soinathing Bad suddenljf gat- 
**Bin|altt epitaph r he said in anaislible tonei vdniafd Bir— u if somo long-shunberiog memory 
* whsmlm the ahtanct qf any name iMiidicata to of the put wu now aH in an inatant ewakened; 
tbopaaur^hy imiepeaubeiiulhr '^u it that sud wltbaspeciuof fismayedsospense^atraiigely 
the dead who aemb wai^ when Itvii^'u atained Mended with a wemdeHog joy that dared' ndl tave 
with crkM |bat sarviving relatives^ tgoagh be- fidth m toe abarci of ns own exisCenosb her 
•tawing m rtaht of solemn obsequiei^et dered eyu were itaed' k»me(y and sesoroh^^ Mm. 
Mjmipftaaten name Uiel guilt hed ren^sed in- "'49ood: hsavansl" iBe (JacutaiN^ ^"is it pm* 
JM yet it can eeereely Be w 1' for if it sHtaf Ohl wfrit'Wild ideu eta thesef-^idsm of 
romalas of tUe amMinSd one Would (he hng Jost*^ even of the 

s*. ’ * i 


tHS HtimxBf ocmtiki. 


'MHttth, Jam — htttli r* nU tfr« "Ha ii mpoiiM ' bqlil^ 

**for beafea’a adca liiuhl X m thal joa k&ow towwdf tfa* «ott*g*i and ha aoalwttjalim idl* 
mar other arimi^ I wae datarmtaad to 

"Tao-ai {f bj an inipiraiio&r exaUimed the that veij inatant whan X ^eountarad ytii 1 
womaq, bar ayaa brightening flridlj with tba farv about to rapftr t6 the tiQaga and Ihroha tha ald'ol 
feeling wblah aha bad jiut expreaaed. " But tall parioaa there to aaptoie the timrdarar. 1 hadifte 
me— Oh ! .tell me," aha inatantaBaoiial? ijaoulaM, ihi&]d%i(ir honra how 1 ahoilld beat pravant the ‘ 
aa another ^eminiaeanoe flaahed foroibl/ to her new cri^ and hand otw the perpetrator of the 
min^— " you did not— no, jon did not— ^ old one to juatioe : for I fharad— glaa 1 1 feared 
** flush, Jane I 1 know what jou' mean/* in- that whataoerer I might aaj would be taken onlj 
terrupted Bedoliib. ** Ko 1— that heaTon above ga the rarings of a poor eraaed eraatoiar 
which amilea upon na in ita atar-Ut baautj, ean "Ife will at once adopt meaaaraar sdaenlated 

attest " BadeUifo. "Come with me! HeOeefiirth yon 

"Boougb, enooghr* murmured Jane : "I be- muatnotba a wanderer! Oome--^B(tt'dfVt of 
Hero you— Oh, 1 believe you I*'— and ginking down all one inatant'a devotion h$Nf* 
at Lis feet, she embraced his koee% lobbtng with a Tbua speaking, ha threw Untaalf Ui naea 
variety of conflicting foelings, but amidat which a by the aide of the gnwe of the unnamed one i 
atill wondering joy was the principal. he bent over the turf— bo Oovored his Amo with 

"Bisf, my p(X)r woman," said Mr. Bedoliife, ao his hands— and Jane, who stood at a abort dii* 
profoundly affeoted that tha tears were streaming tance, could boar the convulsive soba thaO oama 
down his obeekai "rise, I say, faithful— Ob, too from his troubled breast When ha slowly oroae 
faithful Jane l^ao faithful to the memory of your from hia suppliant posture, bis ooutttananea, as the 
beloved mistress that your reason has reeled ana moonlight fell upon it, was ghastly pale i put yet 
tottered, and been welLnigh wrecked utterly 1 it was not convulsed— it now wore the iXpteiaton 
Bise : it ignot to mo that you most knlel— Bui of a deep, serene, resigned moumftilneis. 
we should both kneel— and here tool** he added, He and Jane, issuing from tba ohorebyard, pro- 
pointing towards the nameless grave. ^ oeaded togichar in tha direction of Che viftaga ; and 

" 1 have been kneeling there this evenincL** while walking thither, MV. Bedeliffh asked, 
answered Jane : have watered that turf with " Wherefore- did you leave that asylum which 1 

my tears, for I know whose remains lie heimath 1 provided for you, and where the people, though in 
And I invoked the sainted spirit of my b«oved humble eireumstanoes^ were so kind and go^ to 
tnistreas— for saint in heaven I know she you?** 

must be 1—1 invoked her sainted spirit^ I say, to " Have I not said, Mr. Bedoliffa,*’ raapondad hie 
intercede at the throne of Eternal Grace that my companion, " that I felt there wm a misilon to 
reason might be given back to me— and a soft ha fulfilled— and that by me it must bo aocom- 
Toice seemed to whisper in my ear that the prayer pliihedf 1 knew that if I asked parmissioa to 
was heard and that the ^on 1 craved waa leave that home which you provide for me, it 
granted 1 Then I arose from over the turf of would be refused $ X therefore stole away, taking 
that grave i and I was departing, when X beheld with me the oontents of the purse you so gene- 
the form of some one stop here to contemplate the rously left me. dtad then, on beooming a wan- 
atone. 1 beheld you stand awhile on this spot— darer again, I |frocured for myaalf the mean 
I marvelled who he could be that thus shared with apparel which became a wanderer's oonditien— — " 
me the deep, deep interest I feel in this grave t I "Enough, enouglg Jane!** Jhiterrnpted Kr. 
approached — 1 recognised yOu.'* BedelUfe. "1 was wrong to questhm you on Che 

" And now will you tell me, Jane,** admd Mr. sutjeot : X should have comprehended how your 
Bedcliffe, who had listened with profuondest emo- unwearying devotion to the memory of yoor be- 
tioos to her statement—" wUl you tell me whence bved mistress would have thus rendered you a 

you learnt sufficient to oonvuce you ” wanderer until you had gicertained her flifte. And 1 

*hMr. Bedclifle— for by that name will I etill too have been a wandApr f* said Mir. BoddUlj^— 
call you," interrupted Jane, a sudden remi n iie ane e "a wanderer fhr the samu oljeot— but latterly to 
striking her-v^* there is this night a human life to seek for yoa likewise, since ^ leamC your sadden 
be saved — and be who shall be thus savftl, will tell flight from the cottage near Xilverpool. It was 
you all I My knowledge of everything is but yet not accident— it waa heaven itself that brought me 
partial ; the tale to wbiob 1 listened rema i ns un- to this seduded village, that I might meet with 
finished—" you, and through you learn the solution of that 

" And this life that is to be ttved F" said Mr. sad and long-endorbg mystery 1" 

BedcUffe, apprehending Ibr a moment that the They now entered the village; and the hndle ri 
poor oreaturda intaUA waa wandering again t. of tha little inn was astonished when he, bihelAM 
and he gaied upon her anxiously to see if hia new guest* returning in the ooimgy^ ^lat 
alarming surmise was well founded. strange and •gipsy-like ^ woman. But ICf* Bedp 

"BCb nol” abe excUinifd, penetrating what ciiffe» at once making him an imgwillva t||n to 
was psssing in Ws minds "my reason errs not ask no questions, said, "Letyour wlfo takeehaige 
again I It is aa I assure you. In that oottage of this fomale, and surnmnd bar with all posdble 
dwells the sexton, who can tell you (he tab of attentions. Iiet suitable apml be ptovidad for 
this periabed on^t hapleif fate; and hiaUfo ia in her-treat her aa yon woifld tm% a guest who 
foy the who did (fall dep4 at ficuriihed a well-fllwd puree befliHPe your eyes vonl 

X.iviw|NHiemthaassghboiirboiod ^hq lefo«er ly warn how you or any (»e belonging to ypngum- 

"Whacr denulated Bodalflfoi "Bamee-dhe tionhwimMrthMaitlyr • 

vbo.HW.4 ^ Th» I«Mlii»d_hotwd-«id rt ww i ttww-** 
his wift^ whoa Jane aooempanied wich Awdeme 
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ovm mn». 


uMimtof eontpltlt liuidil^iU well •• hitt*' 


M of gfitUa^ftowtfdt tiMaatlior of €f 6 m old ititon'a ooMoga^ Ihojr ponoli^ a 


IdadBMionlMrbtMl 
"iroir.*’MtdMr.Bodelift, " 


laiidloi4r«»tBd. ha bookoned the ina into tho 
porlonr wlMi he wm oooopjriag at the inn. 


I* HDafo^pmi the oowage to 


iaqniredy "on a Tentnie that will put oi^ 

Donndi In 90uf oodMt F*' 

3!ht leodM^who wae a itontb powerftiUpboilt 
nan, of ibonifortj jean of age—oponod hie ejee 
wide with aatoniahinenti and than aaidi "A hnn* 
dred ponndi^ air F I hafe aoiinge to do an/thiog 
dwindbL.a reward.*' 

"IThnn aome with mab" anawared Baddidb. 
"Menre a atout aord— breathe not a ajllabla to 
pour wtfb<-nnd the monep will be youra. I will 
aiplain myaelf fully aa we proaeed.'* 

But the landlord atood heaitaUngt he did not 
axaotly know whether to beliere" that it waa all 
right and atrdghtforward or whether it were aome 
lawleai adfonture into whiah hia gueat sought to 
draghiin. , ' 

" A felon' haa eaoaped from tha handa of jua- 
tieei** aaid ICr. Bedaliffe quickly w " the Oorern- 
ment haa offered fifty poonda for hia apprehenaion 
—the authoritiea of Lirerpool a like aun— and all 
thia reward ahall be youra 1 Now will yon accom- 
pany me P’ 

"Oheerfttllj, dr/’ anawared the landlordi hia 
hedtation faniahing in a moment t " and 1 beg 
your pardon—" 

"Buoughl" interrupted Mr. Bedoliffe. "Pro- 
oure the oord— aonaeal it about your peraon— and 
follow me without delay. 1 ahall walk dowly 
through the Tillage in the direotion of the ahurah- 
yard." , 

" But would it not be betteri air/’ inquired the 
landlord, " to take piatoia with uaF" 

"1 hafe them/’ rcjmned 1^. Beddlffet and 
unlocking a mahogany oaae, he produoed a pair of 
amidldopble banelieu rifle piatoh^ whiah he at 
oQoe eaanred about Ua peraon. 

Mb theui^uedlbrthfirom the room; end leating 
the inn, proMeded dowly along the atreet. In a 
few minutea he waa joi^ by the landlord, who 
intimated that he had with him aaord which would 
effeatualiy bind the miaoreant’a timba when he 
ahould be captured. He ^tarried in hia hand a 
atool afaff or Uadgeont m Mr. Bedaliffe aaid to 
Idm, "We muat taknthe man alifo i it ia not for 
thc'blow 


Xhiy walked on together I and on ooadng within 


Twb'giiaunetiiig through one of the ground-floor 
a word w»h yoig wu^wa. At that foij inatant the farm of a man 
paaaad ia front of that window, obaauring the light 
for a moaanlt and BedoHflb again aaid^ "Oaam 
quick r’ « o . 

The cottage ato^ in the midet of a litti# garden, 
aaparaM hfy a tow paling from the toot by whioh 
it waa'^proiobedi the ehed oeoupied by the 
Burker was ia a md at the baek. Tha it- 
aelf WM bouadad by a hedge, whiah aaeaad at the 
eommeneemeni of the paling and thercb within 
the abide of that hadga^ Mr. BadoUflii and tha 
landlord pauaed to tooonimltre the premiaoa. Some 
one WM knooking at the door with hia knuaktoa i 
they had no doubt it ,wm ‘ the 'mom peraon whom 
they had leea paaa by the window— they euipeoted 
it might be the Burker— but they oouldnotbo 
•ure, fbr there wm a little portico formed with 
trellii-work and aorered with j^ina, in tha deep 
ehade of whioh atood tha peraon who wm that 
Imoakuig at tho oottago door. 

Tha Barker howerar it wm; and wa will for the 
preMnt foitow him and hia prooeedinga. Hia ooat 
WM buttoned around him ; and beneatlnit he had 
a erowbar oonoaaled. Tho fellow had thought to 
do hia murderoue work thue early in the night— 
for it WM little more than half-pMt ten— in order 
that he might haTa many hourf in whioh to plaeo' 
a ooniidorable diatance betwMn himaelf and Wood- 
bridge ere the foul deed ahould be diacorered. Air 
for Craay Jana— if he found her not imndering in 
tho neighbourhood after the acoompliahment of the 
oriine whiah ha meditated, he would abandon hia 
projeota in reapeot to heraelf altogether, rather 
than waete faluable time and run additional riak 
by aearohing after her. 

Barney the Burker knocked, m we hare aaid, at 
Jonathan Carnable’a door. The old man wm 
reading in hie little pariov when the aummona 
rcMhad hia ear ; and '’takidig lip the light, ho pro- 
aeeded m fu m the door— which ha Aid not how- 


ua to anticipate t^t*btow whiah joittoa Ima to 


"Aafl if In lelf-dafanaar Mid the tondtoed. 
*Tha« to repliad Hr. Badaliffa. 

" And pmy who may thto man be, air F" 

"Ton nnfe heard of the dreadfiil murte nl 
Ueafpaol Mferal numtiii baak-you know pro* 
haUytel one of tbe a i m i i tn i emapedr— " 
^Whill (be notoAoua Banay the ButIcmF** 
tiaeidatadtbitondloid* 

/'The Tiry mme,’’ idoned Bedoltlfti "end 
d^tiiM you baft Man him too. , l^w you the 
■aatolant of yoiif aanlon bareF" 

"W^"eidtfMoa the Idtodtoifl^ atopping ind- 
deoly ihovi ^^tf X didn’t awnyoinyilint^lbi. 


Camitiilekr ei^med BedoUflb; "or an- 
rnwmk maybeoQaM6ttodocoour«i|faotbt 


erar op^i, 

"who to itF" he aaied from within. 


It’a me air/’ replied the Burker ; and hie Totot 
WM heard by Mr. Bedaliffe und tha landlord— 
the latter of whom immadiataly reaogniaing it (for 
he had on one oocMion epokon to the man) inti* 
mated tha aime in n tow huirtod whiapar to9ir. 


"Oomt,%aaid thto gentleman, alao'in a whiapar- 

tofltonib ■ 


tot uiereepatealtbily along the paling t" 
—tor ha knew that if the fiiltow’a luapioioni were 


•leited, he would at oneo turn and fly. 

"And what do you wantP’ aaked 
Ounabie from withm. 

" Tbero’i a meaaaga juat aome down flmm the 
willage,’’ reaponded tha Burker ;" and tha boy 
which brought it to a-vaitiag here to apeak to you 


"And how came you iqp at thto hour F" inquired 
JonalhuB, itiU wiftomt opening the doer i not that 
the old man had any reaaoo: to euapMt a itoiater 
on the part of lito haiiAaot— bat bto tohg 
hibit'of Mff-aoolnllito^ and porhapi tho lilitloair* 
OuaaaiiflM that hgnnfiy did poaoiM a aoMll hoiod 


Mgolto M MBditod him partiouMy oanilm^ 


M todtomd to daopi," aMworld the 
Buikori ^10 1 .tobk a waSi lhabu|h tl|p ‘ " 
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jardto maketure there wai no body-qpatohers ; 
and as 1 was a-ooming back, I met this here 
little boy.*’ 

• * ’’All right!” answered Camabie: and the 
door opening, the old man was disoemed, oarzy- 
inga oandle in his hand. 

llie Bnrker at onoe pushed himself in : 
then there was a rash of footsteps immediately 
after him*-the erow-bar dropped from be- 
neath the coat whihh the misoreant, thne j 
suddenly startled, had unbuttoned in readi- 
ness; and in the twinkling of an m a pistol 
was leveled at his head, while m his ear 
resounded the terrible woras, ** Surrender, or 
you are a dead man I” . 

It was Mr Bedidifto who had seised upon 
him witii one hand, while with the other he 
presented ^e weapon. The Isadlord-Hrho 
was either oonfused hr the suddennees 
of the proo^pding, or else whose Taunted 
ooutsfo beoame* paralysed in a moment 
at the sMt of the f erodous oonutenanoe 
KO. Mk— 10TOI|K SSBOS • 


I of the Burke]^^fnmbled to ^moduee the oord 
I from beneath his garments : out though close 
I at his leader’s heeu, he did not render prompt 
I Buooour in securing the Tillain. With one 
terrific howl of rage the Bnrker burst from Mr. 
Bedoliffe’a grasp, at the same time dashing 
from his nano the pistol— -which instanta* 
neously exploded, without however aoooardish- 
ing. any mischief. Ihedilatory or daataidnbftd- 
lord was dashed violently to the ground^ as die 
Bnrker sped frut with the foxy and power of a 
mail bulL* 

** stop— or I fire! I have another pistoH” 
daoulated Bedoliffe, who had not bean hurled 
down, but merely thgaat violently egainst the 
door-post. 

The Bnrker made no zesponso— nor did he 
obey the mandate; but on he rushed iffth a 
speed that, was almost inorediUe. Mr. SidsUfe 
pursued him, calting the landlord to join in the 
chase. Witimt waiting to see whether he were 
obeyed ib. BedoUfle darted fonracd, at the 


tBB ttWTBftXBl 0> tltt OOm. 


tame time dfawing forth hi* remainiog wotpeo, 
which ho did not howcTcr immediat^lj ufo. But 
Bodiog that the auaMiD, goaded bj hia deiperate ! 
eircamateiieeab* was he^ug more giiieldy than he 
was enabled to followi hi dlseharM dim of the 


balleta of the doiible«lNHMled piatm, edth the aim 
nnd intent of wouadiog the f nfflan In the leg. The 
bail miaaedj and on aped Bevnepi )7he aeoond 
bttilat waa aent Bfing iftoa hillii thla Ukewiae 
failed. But ell of u aitddea the ritif rerealed 


leadlotd wiafoUoiring— andheetohUmedi "(iuick, 
guiek I hi ia in our power 1^' 
j But the nail Momenh the Barker plunged into 
I thatriTer. Bia diffc form waa leen for a moment 
ItruggUng amidat the eddies whioh hit Uifjf hid 
/thus created I and then it dieappeared Htw'we 
tiew. A rm little lower doth, a MW m 
skirted each bank, orerhanglng the fltei an for at 
to abut out the olear atarlight, and thus throef 
•11 that |miion of the stream fo^ a oouple of | 
hundred parde into the deepeat^ blaokeit gloom. 
Bedcliffo and the landlord hurried along the befikt 
itralnitig their eyes to peep through the dense 
foliage and eatch a gUmpM if poaaible of the 
waters beneath ->bttt all in taia. BollUer heard 
iBej anp sound like that of a atruggllng or bit* 
Uing form in thoae waters ; and ainidel that diplh 
of gloom thep ran to and fro along the bank 
within and bepond the range of the treia|--Xed- 
sliffe being reedp at the first appearanoe of the 
Barker to spring in and grapple with him. But 
no farther tkaio Wii diseoTered of the lUtlfdorer. 


tiBABTBR Jj0LXXtl- 

< tncii nows sTiuiiia. 

JwM aaehn ahanget to the snmptuona oaiibliiii- 
menl of ttadami Angelique in liondin | and wc 
must again intfoduae our readOfm fo thO apart* 
meat which communicated bp IjMlatta of the 
mirror-ecmlriTed doof. with tha Brenehman*! 
house adjoining. / 

In this room we shall flhd four beautiful girls, 
as on the first ocoesion when the reader waa ini- 
tiated in the ^hia temple of t olUp- 

tnouaneea s but of these present four, two were 
%aw importations to the BreneUwoman’s bouae of 
foahwnabli infomp. Armantine, the Brenoh girl, 
iMaatiU thtre i liinda, the CfenaiB girl, was Uke- 
fiisoelill ah IlmMita of the eime pilaee:«-tbe other 
taw hifo pot It bo daearihad. All four wort as- 
Miiltmw dtaostd in hrOnUif toilet :<their ebafme 
worn ditplapod— wo ean aoarcalp to the utmost 

K )t mUi impliea a congstencp with 
without whioh brontp (omi half its 
ut thoae lor elp fQA|ouWJ|H|mH were 

And as if too bp tihS^Eb^ae > 
lUdp, but Whiili lad law ifodine k 
tUdia of those four kirb Wote lllBl of 
1 foiaptdmm nlmndonmoiiti so thui if tntp M 
M Is il idtiat whb Mmghc toda^ four 
iUpmtni pofAmdaeatioat of liigurioua eooguouo* 
Mas thij could not poesfoly hare ohosen better 


potitioni— nor eould batter models have been ee* 
lected. 

. Tet there woe nothing of (he abaolute groianeia 
of the ordinarp housea of infamy, nor of the man- 
ner of their inmatea, discernible in t^t room nor 
on the port of^hoae four young women.' The 
fumituro was all eumptaoua— luxurious too, 
efOtt to the oarrping-ottt of oriental Ideas of euoli 
ItttUrp : hut no immodeat* pietUres Were ana- 

r iM to the walls— it might hate been a room 
any palatial mansion the rOapeetahiUtp of 
Whioh Wil ahoto the breath w leahdil. Besides, 
theio was an elsganoe of WOli and an air of re. 
dnement preaidiig gtir lha itttira appointments 
of the mmi while the Bdehoinl was ooterad with 
tha oholeast wlhoa and the moit delM# oonfoc. 
Wwtwtft as well •• i tiHalp of foulm— but thsre 
•hi no eager rulhing on the part of the young 
Ihliiales to thie sideboard ; and tha tempting re- 
foethmente remained there onmparalitelp Ull- 
baedad^^thui etideneing that the inmatee of the 
room were aaeusiomed to these and all Other 
InkUrieih 

Thi^ foi for the attitudes of the girls them- 
bSItO^ ii true that, M we have already soldi thep 
were ^lete with a tOluptuoue abandoUSBeilii and 
tha eharms of those lorelp ereaturee Were most 
mifetrieiouBlp displapeA Btlll, Sfen hero there 
was a gloss of redheillifit over all— in elekant 
pollih Which showed that they bad ill heOn ladies 
oneei in the common eeeeptuhoc or the term, what- 
ever name they merited now.*' The good-breeding 
whioh Aom their infahip waa tbeir's, was dia- 
eernible In thmr manners i there was ootbiog im- 
uronsr in their dieoouroe— her had their looks the 
bold hardiliood of a gross and tnlgar harlotry. 
Bot a scene of iniuttity, it Wii oortalnly one of the 


Bot a scene of iniuttity, it Wii oortalnlv one of the 
most fascinating that could pOsilblp os presented 
W the view ; atm eertiiuU the best Somposed abd 
the best appolttted lU |ul its details within the 
limits of the modem Bahploil* But then Ha 'ame 
iAgeli^ue bed erei lekiU great pride in what she 
was ptMfopuotti chough to stylo the " respecta- 
bility ** of her eStahiiefimeht \ and oi she treated 
She pOUhg Women like ladies, and enforced the 
oaUio demenhour on she pars of the female do- 
msslieS towards thorn, they on their own part had 
n eertain pridd ih maintaining a suitable d|porum 
of conversation and manoers amongst themselves. 

We will now go a little more iigo detail. Linda, 
the Gerfban girl, wu reotiniog upon an Ottoman, 
negligently toying with her fair tresses^— her naked 
arms and aiihoetoempletely bared bosom exhibiting 
the stainless white of a lovely oomplexion. There 
was an unspeakable langour about bet entire form \ 
and her ednsaoui abandonment of attitude was 
displayed with all lie most ravisliiogly dangsrous 
oharaeteristloi. Armantine^ the Breneh girl --with 
her dark gfoesp hab arranged in bauds, and she 
borself pornttpS the least moretrioioUsiy uttired of 
the wim foiir— looking, too» more sweetly and 
pensively IohIj, though lovelier as to aotual 
oharms she was not, for it were impossible to 
award tha palm toai^ oUh in partieulaw,— Arman- 
iinot we sap, wds plaead id a ■etioe nuartho Oer- 
maagM, WtthwhdmsUuprihoipillp owtsersadi 

In a itiff duahioaad Ohair, laoguiiklugip fo* 
dhued tbb 1^ of sbdso M^grbwn 

beau^, ^Uim iStSaTH 

the foeshiihse m poath .Maomiag upon her rich 





InwMmt i fcw pd. VhiH- •*( «« ab qf 
ia4alMiM t^tqi tUtfivI vliWi «w dUfe 
thtiaf ihtQfWMHKitww^walMptAi 
of • hnnriMf Oft apsyw 


•bofNHMM VdMvi )V 1m XIMvIll MVAlii! 

mfNu«4 ^ wtit iMmwimj kM i»d b«4 

)tuott« » Mrtm of Uiai whtap»r,-^lh* gvtittnal 


aoftlj tbndotting ifcwlf to toioptuouf » prtm of tfial whiM«-*^t|Mf 

Shf WM t itatiTf 0^ Ikigtfiui^giid kid og|| fo- Hip CMiiaiiHoiifrt of jNi«I W X Im' %* 

Motij pmd from (lit ktHniagof « noMumHii-- kPdtw^io ^prni Vkt pa* of 

vbo knlHdmwd Ur ttm a ipnM piifl btppg OQQHPOn Ttigor goBmitl|«m 
hoiDt.— into JiMtOlt AagoHom ftaktoofiklt (tpl- ot tubAltem— wfitl tp IMpi or IdeotiMO b I* 
plo of ififAoiga Ba(aoitiBQfMM«Uonittogii( a rtginopt iq ponpoiiiOtt wlljh t|U Qp)^ 
of (ho bomt she bod M(*«or •( leptla if i It wu tolonblp obgr (o pttoA&Tt ihtfc ltr»0bid* 
fetliag irort tmOlj fa btr ko«qn» ab# 4|(|iUjt4 if bolt bad btan 4riamf«4iob iiit|«l;r Upovfl W 
aott for blomM vitb oir of Aiqogoiii biiili- opiniifatM ni Ml 901^ Orttlpl^ 

tadt-^oa air whbb mw ba dtiO(ibidailiH(priQua Hdoli« aaa Mo gal( a tim 9uait^4*M>QEitidj» 

vantomiMf at raat-^vas oa aapranioa of liatlii^ baMqit Ibt bitborto (imttMd aiOia* 

plaoid oonttatmaat. abo bad light botr oad b)H« iplim of (bo mrUofiil bad boptiM fp[Mi|0iM| 
fijes; milk and rotea oombinod to form bar ton- fbia iadlm^*i aallim,«itb n tom at 
pleaioa i aha had fall moiat luicioua lipa— baaqtifal mi% aa if ba. bod dfopM4 {atp gt 
taatb— tad a form wbiob without boiM aqubaroal raulta ia Mo W07» proobNid do wH^ tbp 
to fatnaaa, waa fulbkaabji but of Wtpetlj aym* tall* 

metrioal proportioaa. 8ha woawarad to tha Gbria- " Md praj wbat do 70a wabbi tif P* 
tian aama of UarUm* ^ • Marion, now abandoning bar vobH^ttmitf itmPbaa 

Upon the bock of the chair la which Marion M much aa i( waa }n her aanau^alj lougajabiiif 
thua negligentlj rcolinad«^or rather, ip^ieb abt aaiura to throw it gif j-i***wbai 4a joa want f" 
repoaed-kant a tall slender girl, of a7|||||||fbape. aha repeated: for haTing racantlj oonig from be« 
and with auob axguiaite e|egoDoe apd jj^Hia all naath griitooratia proteotioai abe was (ha (kit 10 
her atiitudcMi and movementa, that in wPna^s of raiant the Tulgar intrpidQii. 
her virtue aha must have been a veritable star in "IMd you mo, Miai^ wM X Would taka to 
(he fflidatof the b^gbtest galaxy that arar thronged dripkP* said Mn 9badMt» vltb ^pHca^Court ease 
in a ball-room. She bad brown hair, romaibably aod atation«bouaa fainil||trity. ■* | have afqt a di- 
luxuriant in its mau of silken aoftneir, and wi^ tBettae eye for wbatafar*a good : irnaf b^ait Ika 
a rioh natural gloss upon it. Mar faatuni ware 9badbolt for tikaO/*-«and toen ba burat out into 
perfectly iabltleaa 1 her age did not eicoed aeren* a loud guffaw at the wittieiam borrowed Ibom bla 
teen : ahe also was an Eugliih girl— and she bore proiUiional avoeation^ but tha humonr of wbicb 
the beautiful name of Eglantine, blaai (bat one was lost to the young ladiea, who iNfa now all 
endowed with such lovelineaa of form and with such fou* foil of indignation, aurpriae, and dlegnsL 
mental aooompUshmaots aq she poaseaaad— beanog Mr.^Shadbolt however, notbbig abashed, ad* 

too a name to eweet to be murmured by the lips vanced towards the sidebpard, and daliheratek 
of pure, chaste, and honourable love— alan that lic filled a- tumbler with elaret-*for it ifei the habit 


of pure, chaste, and honourable love— alee, that lic filled a- tumbler with elaret-*for it w*! the habit 
should have fallen from virtua’s pinnacle and sunk of this axoeodingl/ independent genUemaa agorn* 
into (his degradation, gil<jed though it wore 1 fiilly to eeehew lUiaU gLuaesi and hatlM stowlj 
Linda, Armantiqe, Marion, and Eglantine were poured the aomawhat copious libation down his 
together in their aumptuQua apartment, between tbroaf^ be gave a long gigb of •pleasure. Than, 
nine end tea o’clock in tke evening; and they having tbu» refreshed hunted intemallj, be Milaved 
were eonversing on various topics, just as four hie amatory faalinga by nodding with a fiMPflbw 
ladies might do in their own drawing-room. PrCr leer at Marion— 'blowing a kise firom tbe tfpi of 
santly the mirror-ooniriied door opened s tbc Ibur bis fiogerp to Linda— emirking at drmantina— and 
syrens turned their eyes slowly to sea who was extenfing his arms iyatingly towards Eglantlaa. 
abdlit to enter,— when an individual who was a ; ^he young ladies^ hmlmrer, relished (baas panto* 


stranger to them alli made bis appearance. He mimic displays as little aa might be : and th^ ei> 
was flashily freasad, but had a vulgar lopk ,* and as ’ changed amongei tbcmialvea fresh looks of iodto- 
he took off his hat, ha made a meat ri^uloua at- 1 nation and diigaat. Mr. BhaObolt only laughed; 
tempt at a bow to (be young women; so ^bat Ar- > and now with a huge sliea of cake in one hand, 
maaiitie aod Eglantine could not help laughing— | and a guarter of a pine*apple in the other, ha 
while Linda and Marion ao fhr euertA themielvea 1 leant agmnet tha aide-boira, feeding ddiberatelv 
in thair luxurloui indohmee aa to lit upand aurvgy and stiu bestowing his glances of tender nuai- 


while Linda and Marion ao fhr euert^ themielvea | leant agmnat tlm aide-boira, feeding deUberj^j 
in thair luxurloui indohmee aa to lit upand aurvgy and stiu bestowing his glances of tender nutti 


him with more attentkNv liartto on (be tour hoiiria. 

**Gloed evenings ladleq” eaid tbie individual, **7bii too diigusting 1" said Mayton. ^ Eglan* 
oloang the mirror-door behind him, and advanoinf , t|n8 dear, you are aeareet— ring the butt— I 
with an impndant leering emirk toward! thoie!luudr * ^ . 

whom ba tbUi addraiied- “Don’t ha idaimad* .“Do i^you like,” said Mr. ShadboHif “but da- 
Psfhape you know me by name— and parbapi. you • pend upon it the old dowagor'’-(>-(haa again irrove- 
doa't^ 9e if the old lady thua’ irteverendj, ae ; rantiy alluding to Madame 4o9blUm^“lH!l glva 


ape you know mo by name— and parbapi. you ' pend upon it the old dowagor'’-(-(haa again inrove- 
> do if the old lady thua" irreverendj, ae ; rantiy alluding to Madame AudbUjoap^lHll give 
kbiMmughb alludiegito Madame 4i^ique- 1 me u moat weleome-rabcptldn; Wiy, Laid lova 
nftj^mathe bo^ uf manlb»i» m* aweetamtom! bow do you fh^k t 

ia^,ImayaiweirfMuti^ could be haw 

i ffbidbolt. iUnmel W ef And where is M h^ 

wd toyi aid Ike f^|ii&pit wahwme, t shdold jam (Hto fiid to 


Eichaid Meroa imd Oihmil 

^inifjtrdp 

faiWa. uigi nMuitf ti 


iQimmiMeBeNtofI l(Bii Egtanjdne^-tfaubkiff tb^ 



nr Itii trnih in thij mui*i worda, hBring the tem wee introdneed thither ; end BgUntine flitted back 
^ police** atm ringibg ominomlj in her eiy , end to the eeloon, to oommunieete to her oompenione 
e^d of angering one who made himMf ea oom- how atertled and diamejed the miatreaa of the 
pletelj cib honie na if he had e conacfoua right to eatebliahment looked when Mr, Shedbolt entered 
do ao^— forbore from pulling the bell; end wbia- the boudoir. 

peiod to Morion, ** Hed we not better aee ^t he And auoh indeedt wea the eeae. A o&ld tremor 
reelljr wantaP Perhapa he will ezplrin hitnaelf P awept though the form of the Frenchwomen, 
M. Berrin would aoeroely here let him up unleaa wboae oonacienee for aome time paat had been ao 


be had lull euthoritj from mademe,** 

^Oomai rir,** aeid Marion, euthoritetiTely, " ex- 
plain,** 


uneaay, end who oonatently enperienoed a aenoe« 
tion ea if aome fearful oaUmity would auddenly 
explode atorm-like upon her head. The detective 


" An explanation of my oondnot ia quickly bowed with the air of one who had no neceaaity to 
given, my deer^**aaid Mr. Shedbolt; " and ell the await a welcome greeting, but who felt that he 
quio|er too, ainoe 1 aee that with regular female exeroiaed an influence, or indeed an authority, 
eurioaity you are all four burning to know what which would enaure him a moat civil reception, no 
bringa your humble aervant and ever faithful ad- matter what the real feeling of the ihiatreaa of the 
mirer to thia here aaloon. There are aeveral houae might be. 

reaaona. In the firat place, I knew rery well I " Sit down, Mr. 6hadbolt--pray be aeated,** aaid 
ahould haye the pleaaure — or at leaat stand the Madame Angeljque, aa aoon aa a^ had sufficiently 
chance^ of meeting aome of the sweetest young recovered from the firat shock of terror to be 
creatures in all England. In the second place, 1 enabled to give utterance to a word : but still her 
knew that the claret was super-excellent and the Hmbs were all trembling, and her voice was full of 
port stunning. In the third place, d had an eye a nervous trepidation. ** I thought— 1 thought— 


to the cake and fruit. And in the fouiih place, that ia^ 
my deara^ 1 have a little private busineas of a very be a Iri 
particular character with the amiable old dowager.** ** Bfl 
The girk could scarcely repress a smile at the added . 


I IS. vou cef 

sdiRSli 


ded me to believe— that— that it would 

t g time ^** 

tt saw my beautiful visage again P** 
Bhadbolt, with hia wonted flippancy. 


consummate impudence — the cool free-and-easy **WeJl, 1 believe, ma*am,'* he continued, aa he 
independence of Mr, Isaac Sbadbolt; and even the leisurely smoothed down the (uffied nap of hia 
proud Marion suffered her moist red lips to part hat with hia coat-sleeve^ "I did intimate something 
sufficiently to reveal the brilliancy of her teeth, of the sort—** 


Mr. Shadbolt continued to leer familiarly at the 
syrena^ while he demolished the cake and the pine- 


"Yes-*and you know,** intCijeeted Madame 
Angelique, eagerly, " I was to give you a hundred 


apple; and then he helped himself to another | a-year— and I am sure, Mr. Shadbolt- 


tumbler full of wine. 

**And now,** he said, "that Tve refreshed my- 
self a bit, I ahould take it as civil if either of you 


perhaps you have got bad news P perhapa some- 
thing else has turned up P** 

" Well, ma'am, I am sorry to aay that such ia 


young ladiea would just show me where I shall the case,** rqoined the officer. "There isn't a more 
find the old dowager.** c delicate-minded man in all the world than honest 

"We will ring for a aervaoljl* aaid Eglantine, Ike Sbadbolt— or one who has more regard for a- 
BOW once more extending her snowy, beautifully lady's feelings t I am as tender as a chicken in 


modelled arm toj^ds the beU-pull. 


that respect— ‘But there's persons higher in 


"Stop, my dear!’* exclaimed Mr. Shadbolt: "it authority than even Ike Shadbolt.’* 

Is not worth while to trouble the slaveys— it would " 1 understand 1** said Madame Angelique, with 
only throw the old lady into a flutter if we were a shudder : " you mean the Commissioners of 
to use so much ceremony, because she knows who Folioe P* 

I am. Just take the trouble to show me the way " Well, ma'am, I did just allude to those gen- 
yourself; and if we do havtsn to pass through a tlemen,** answered the detective. "Now, the long 

dark passage together, I w&'t snatch a kiss and shwt of the matter ii^ they have received in- 

Oh, not not I indeed 1**— and then Mr. Sbadbolt other intimatioa about your house — ^** 

was loot for the ngrt half-minute in a series of "Ob, life. Sbadbolt T* cried the Frenchwoman. 

Bodi^ winki^ and amatory leers. wringing her hands in despair; "I offered to wall 


was loot for the ngrt half-minute in a series of "Ob, kfe. Sbadbolt T* cried the Frenchwoman. 
Bodi^ winki^ and amatory leers. wringing her hands in despair; "I offered to wall 

consulted Marion with a glance ; and up the unfortunate door— or to give up my busi- 
ihe ]attor.mlfl iu u loud haughty tone^ " This scene ness in respect to the young ladies, and attend 


must positively end, my dear. Bing the bell, and f only to the millinery- 


ksive done with it.’* 

"Fsrhaps I had bettor noV* whispered Eglan- 
tine ! "it might only annoy and frighten madame, 
as this man has already intimated (’’--then hasten- 


-But yon told 


me so positively that I need do nothing of. the 
sort!** 

"And I only told you ma*am,** intenupted 
Shadbolt, " what I thought at the time. But oir- 


ing towards Shadbolt^ ahe sai4> "itoige— follow oumstanoes may alter-HUid they, koes altered, 
me." Immediately after my former visit, 1 reported to 


The detective-officer, bowing after his oim free- the Oommissioners that you had foithfuily pio- 
and^ea^fhshion'to the other throe yoi^ladieo, mbed to do all you have just been saying; and 
acwipiBied Miss Efllantins^'— who o^Msd him they appeersd sarisfled. 1 thought that it would 
to Muanw Apgeliqae’slmndofr, ilridng veiy good all end pleestntly*f-that they would leave the 
eere honevae to ke^ suffioiently in advance so aa matter in my handa - an d that aa long aa I made 
io avoid any preetieal fomiUarity whioh Mr. fiffiad* no additioiud report^ they would take it for 
in Ua amatory playfolnass think fit to granted I was kmjdng a look-out on.yott, and yon 
anp^ Madamo Angelique wea alone in her> were doing ell that waa naoassaiy.' Bqt bahold 
ijippllanoly fonushed roomi the deteotlva-offioar you* thia aftss|^oQb I waa ym m o n ad t6 floottaiid 
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Oominitriimni% jm il bfBife al thft tfow to lM?oyoaia 4 iiodg|]t-<^^ 
knoir^-oiid wia dafitod to aao how 70a wato get- moio tikelj etiH^ 1 woe NtBljr hi total %ampMa 
ting <m, Imt without holding the iiighteit eoia- mjaelf— * 

BiiinieatiiBii with jou. Now, don’t fliinj town "Then il^is not the %tAy .Indom 3 ih 9 it 

aeli; .na’aai ^jou’U aee I’m aoting a friendlj pereeeuting mef* eamliimed the Nrenobwojaaa 

part towaidi jous but the traOi ii^ the Oommii- eageriji^ 


•ioneri have been in prirate eommunieatien with, ” I don’t bellave the ladj 70a qitak of hae an7» 
the parophim aathoritiee--and-»aiid--thiie antho- thing to do in the bnaineii^” inteqeottd Shadbolt. 
ritiee are going tOH-to— proaeente pou. 80 Vm *Xhe troth iib a law7er in BedfoidBew, Bolbom 
come to get eridenee— — ” —one Ooleman b7 name— bat who hie a prif ate 

A half-atiiled ehriek oame ftom the lipe of the honae in thii pariah, ia at the bottom of the whole 
wretched Frenchwoman; and u ahe fhll book in aftir ; and from all I can leanh he hu iddreaaed 
her chair aa if ahe were aboot to go off in a dt, the Ooauniaaionexi moat aerioniilx on the aolitleot. 
Hr. Bhadbolt Tcvp coniideiatelp dUad a glaaa with Indeed, thacera no nae diiguiiing the froMie lapa 
wine and held it to her lipi: but ae ahe onlp ebook he ia emplojed Ihr a wealthp dUent of hia who alao 
her head impatientlp, and wared him off, he drank lifea In paiial^ bat i|ho ohooaea to ketp in the 
it himael^— cooUp obaerring ” that it waa a pitp back-ground.” 

it ahould be waited.” ”Mr. Ocdemaii, a aolioitorP’ mid Hadame 

"What, in the name of heaTen,«am I todoP” Angelique, muaing reflectirelpy I'l nerer heard 
cried Madame Angelique, wringing her handi. of him. But then it ia true gentlemea often come 
"Po adriae me, Mr. fihadboltl You will find I to mp houm under feigned namea— ” 
ahall be grateful ! What am I to doF Shall t "And gather a great madp particular^” added 
lend off the poung ladiea at once P ahali I abut up Mr. Bhadbolt aigniileantlp. " Now, pou aee, 
the houaq^ I hare alceadp thought df aU thia— ma’am, I am dealing candidlp with pou. The 

truth ia^ the Oommiaaionere know that pou are not 
"Look here, ma’am,” aaid the officer ;^be calm rcrp parftoular how pou entice poung girla awap 
and cool— we will diacum the matter quietlp and from their homes, or eyen haro them carried off 
comfortablp— andtl dare mp pou can get out of bp force. Thep alao know that a certain Lettice 
the buaineai pleasantlp enough in the run.” Bodnep who Whs tried at Liyerpool, belonged to 
"Ahl” mid Madame Angelique, with / long pour mtabliehment— ” 
eigh of reliefs "} thought pou would not leafs "Good heafensl” ^acnlated Madame An- 
me to be mnt to priion— to be ruined—” gelique. 

"Not a bit of itl” ijaeulated Shadb<dt. " Thep know too,” continued Bhadbolt, " thgt at 
* Answer me a qumtion or two. 1 auppom pou the time when ehe got into all her troublea^ she 
are prettp warm — 1 mean pou hare got plentp of wu going to Ireland on pour huaineie— to wheadia 
monep F and if pou waa to cut thia buaiiicm pou back a certain Sf eleen O’Brien—” 
woul^’t quite hafe to go into the work-houmP " Then Lettioe muet hace betrapad Cfeipthingr 
Coma, ma’am— tell the truth,” added the ofiloer, cried the Frenohwomen bitterlp. 
seeing that ehe hesitated how to replp $ " tell the " 1 can’t mp w^o betrapcd proceeded 8h^- 1 
truth, I mp, if pou want the adfke cl honest Ike bolt: "all I know ia^ that this is the information 
BhadMt.” gifen to the Oommieiioners bp Mir. Colpman the 

" Well, then," responded the Frenehwoman, lawper. But therWe more etiU^ to oome. It is 
"1 certainlp could retire* from buaincm with a known pou bafc agents in different parts of the 
tolerable competent if 1 chom: and indeed 1 bad oountrp to look out for poung girls and pick them 
come thoughts of doing ao after pour prerious up for pour eustomere who map tbemmlfse reside 

f isit. Onlp ” ia the oountrp. Now, what wm that affair about 

"Onlp what?” inquired Bhadbolt. a oertain Imbella Vineant, who wae carried off 

WQnlp I fencie^” added Madame Angelique, from a ferm-houm s^^where in Sent, down to 
" that I wm the olgect of such bitter peraeoutlon BamagateP” 

on the pert*of that ladp at Bapewater whom pou "Hmfena! what, is this boown tooP’ cried the 
and I apoke aBou^ that she woukP pursue me Frenohwomu. "Well, it w^e certainlp done bp 
wherefcr I went— and that it iharebre little mat- agenta of mina— 

tered wheralmight ha or what 1 did-fer thatit "Well, then, pou am that it fe known,” pro- 
would alwape oome to the same thing— I mean eeaded Bhadbolt. "And then there's something 
that 1 should efsr hafe to etand on the defeuiife elm too. Ahl and now 1 know wbppou talk of a 
against her.” ladp at Bapiwatar I Did pou not hafe wme poung 

WkUe Madame Angalique wae thus apeeking, person— a Mias Ashton, I think— carried off from 
Bhadbolt paaaed his hand riowlpacroas his ferebead urilladowninthat neighbourhood P— and ffht waa 
with tha air of one who wm redecling in a sort of raieaed bp %pouDg nobleman—^ • 
half-bewilderment, and who waa atrifkig to ooUeet " All |liie it tmel” eidalmoA An* 

Ui idem. geliqiie: and then in a muaing m o ftt w r lha added^ 

"What ladp at BapawatarP’ bo at length said. "But if the Ladp Indom gm this Inljmat'oa 
"Did pou not teU ma the last time pou were about Ohristina Ashton, tew.eoold Aa poasiblp 
bare^” inquired Madame AngeCqua quicMp, "that know all the other diieiimstanom P” 
the infermUtion wm gWen to the Oommieeionere " You map b# quiCa satisfied,” aneweted Shad- 
bp an bolt, " that thia Indian ladp of whom pou am 

"If I did then, I wm drunks” interrupted Shad- taUdog hm noAing to do wiA the bu ain eai t so U 
bolk "Ahrbp'tbe bps, 1 doreeoUeetiiow,that ienoumriimiiag pour head anp lougm againei 
pou prAaed mo upon ike point. You had got thmi^ I tril pon that it aU comm f com 
aomcerolohctinpOtt^bMidiaadinrluqpalthotti^t man tha lawper, who is acting for a rich clicat be- 
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bind $be imci. Wall, jon am, ma’nin, tbew cir- ixtMlaiQ, if jq 4 (bipk pll tbi« of mfnej fti|4 
ouvstanoei I btfp bMa mantioniog -and ^tbera all tbagflod Iain going to do jou, {a w<irth gqq^* 
that are known to the Oomminionori-*bare made tb|og--rT*'* 


the matter eeripna eaoifgh. Your epemiea are too ** Qh, tp be aure." ^aoiilated Ifadaipe Aageli^ne^ 
poverfiu— and tbigr will break np pour eHahliab- who, tbongb abe oomprebeodc|d all the selpshnapf 
ment for you, if you don't break it up for yo^aeif. of Sbadb^'a diipoaitmo, wa^l oefertfieieija ' bHt 
You aay ymi are pretty warm t why not rflire at too glad to lepmre bii go^ offioea. 


You aay you are pretty 
QBoe f 00 to Franoe. 


warm t why not i 


too glad to lepmre bia good offioea. 

A liberal gratuity was therefore planed in hie 


Madatne Ingelique looked bewi}dei»d| and in band: and bo .took bia departure,— the Frehob- 
tbe eonfuaion of her tboughta ebe waa led to con- woman not thbking it neoesaary to allow him to 
fern that on aeogunt of certain ipcideata wUb retraoe bia way through the aaioQO, but ringing the 
regard lo the deoqying of young ?omen from bell for the Urertod footman to abow him out by 
SVanoe, Belgium, and aome of tbe German Statei^ the front door of her own bouie. 


it would be eery inconrenient, or eren periloua, About ten minutea aftorwarda the Puke of 
for Ifor to aet foot on the Continent at all. Marobmont was anpounood* 

Well then, remain ip Bngland," ejaephted 
Mr. Sbadbole. " Now I will show you bow the — - 

matter standi. There is to be a proaeention, if 

my report sbowa that there ia eeidepce to support CJIAPTBH LXX^lf. 

it. Of course the OommiMiopera think t^t I 

come here only as a epy, and not to give you any tub viLiiZNBB anp this dpbb. 

private advice. They imagine that whatever I < 

told them after my firat visit he^p, waa only Tub X)uke, whose oountepaneo waa pale and oare- 
gleaned ip the eourie of oon venation— and not on woroAand who by bia looks had evidently auft'orod 
acoouni of any private understanding betwixt you much of late, endeavoured to put on the am'ile of gra* 


ciTAPruK Lxxyfif. 
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and me. They believe they can rely vpon me: cioua affifoility as be entered the luxurious auart- 
and'io they have aent me here again on this pre- ment where ll&dameApgeUque wasaeatod. Xtoo- 
■ent Qooaaion. Now, I need pot make my report ourred to him that she bowed somewhat more dis- 
for a day or two— 1 can prstood that 1 had other tantly than waa her wont— oi at least with an air of 


business— or that I could not obtain admiiaion. greats independanoe, if pot actually commingled 
To-morrow therefore you can dismisa the with ooldneas. He threw himself upon a seat- 
girls—" gianoed at her for a moment, as if* to aasure himself 


"And give up the eatabliabment 1" added whether there were really any studied ebango in 
Madame Angelique, in a decided tone: for her hermonner— and then be said, "Well, my able friend, 
mind waa now relieved ia more ways than one, assistant, and accomplice, have you thought of any 
and she waa enabled to breathe more freely than fresh prqjeot— " 


ahe had done for aome time past, 

" Why break up the millinery part of the estah- 


liebmentf" inquired Shadbolt. " I did pot qieai 

tut." , 

« XU piUlineiy branoh," iwpponded the Frenob 


I did pot mean I portent one." 


I " 1 have just decided, my lord," responded Ma- 
dame Angelique^ "upon a moat serious and im- 


" Indeed !" ejaculated tbe Duke eagerly. " And 
it it this that gives you such an air of iqinglad 


woman, " ia nothing in eompariaon with the other, gravity and oonfidenoe P It ia one, therefore^ that 
TUugb 1 Uve pthnty of ouatom, yet what with will rid you— or perhaps I may say we— for ever 
long credit, end some of the highest fomiUee never from all fear of vindictive persecution at tbe hands 
thinking of paying at all— what with the expenses of IndoraP" 

too— Beaidai!, Mr. SUdholt," added the milliner, " I no longer fear her perseoutions, my lord," 
in a tone qf oenfidence, " half my lady-owatomera rejoined the Frenchwoman: and her tone was now 
would lidve me tU momen^tbia house ceased to onmiatakeably cold, while her manner was stiffi , 
be one of aooommodation. 'So it ia daeidedi— I "I do pot understand youl*' epclaimed the 
give up everything, and I retire on my means. Puke, not kouwing what to think. any- 

U ibr the gUa I know where to place them at thing happened to IndoraP hat anyth}ug beop 
0 iioe »And," addA the Frenchwoman to heraelf, done P Hare you in your aatuteneas devised souie- 


* I cep tnm e Inat penny by each of them*” 


thing better than tbe aid ef Sagoenah’a dagger or 


"Well then, retire 1" egaUimed Mr. Sbadbolti a reptile from the ffioological Gardens P" 

^aod wUn pop are oat of hasinesi^ I will show " Heaven be thanked," cried the Frenchwomen, 
you Uer to melm more muney than aver you Uve " that neither the steel blade nor the serpent did 
dona while In &k” , the ifork of deathl Hy coneotence U at least not 

" Ten r ajar uliMliidlMneAngeUqu^ Urtbaned erlth that crime.". 

"Yei^ I-^ven I, Uaeat lU Sbadholl I But "Thep fhat da you meanP" aiked the noblf- 
ne matter new; you lUll kauw all when thetima man, now qbptpletelf Ueildared, end alarmed 
eoniia. 00 and eettla donu in foete cqpiforUhla likewise by whataoaver appeared strangely sinister 


plaqei""toma pretty little villi on the ini 
and make youriilf as Uppy ai tfchffilg iiJ 
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th, m o Mi lli^ m io bwtwn OblW. <Wi NtiMiotoopboMBt aM.TilU-oodU««<ia9i>n< 
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VHnooM Indmi 1m kad Um most cogent lecam 
fkr deiirb^Ulg ber ao that hb idigtit lilaidbb W 
67erj add bbre wka the hilbeHo atefktdii4 
willing ag^ ot whom be bad made a tool ftd ibi 
pa^tioae.OTdd^jitigotttbU fell dotigii,^liere aha 
waa, ihe aay,«ilddefaljr aApplng odd of hU hahdd ! 

** od biive^ oaimot be aerioiU P* be ai iei^^tb 
faltered oat f “ joa Croutd itot abandoa a boiiaeal 
— patdoti all adbdatioB— wbipb la ao luora<> 

IItoP** 

** And #bidb mabee me the dupe of otbera I” 
rejoibed ilCadame Aageliqaef with empbbtU tone 
and Bli^nidcant look. 

^'What mdan ^oaP’ idquired Marohhiont. 
" Ynur words eaeiii pointed'—^ jet to one who 
has always been joue friend—** 

** You have paid me. mj lord, for the aervioes 
which 1 have rendered/* aniWered ICadame An- 
gelique; **aod on that eoore we acquits, ilat 
you have endeavoured to render me jour iostru- 
ihent in the accompliibment of a deed from which 
t now recoil with horror,— jee, and even with 
wonder that I could have ever oontemplated it 1 
*Wiih all the arte of eophlatrj von led*me to be* 
lieva that t incurred the meet terrific dangers at 
Indora*a hands—*' 

“And had you not the proof P* inquired the 
Duke, vainly endeavouring to eoneeal the bitter 
vexation and even the terror which he experienced, 
*Did not an agjBnt of tho police — — '* ^ 

“ Tee— ho came, certainly ; but I was altogether 
mistaken as. to thd origin of his visit. In one 
word, my Lord Duke, the liady Indora hat nothing 
to do with this proceeding on the part of tbe Oom- 
tnissioners of Police i it all emanates from some 
wealthy person in .the back-ground, who acts 
through the medium of hie attorney, Mr. Cole* 
man.*’ 

** Coleman— Golemgb g* mid tbe Dube, thus re* 
peating tbe name in a musiog tone. “Surely I 
have heard it before— and eomewhat recently too. 
Culoman P Ah ! I recollect 1— it la that lawyer 
who has been advancing Army tage such considerable 
sums of money 1'* 

“ Do you then kbow anything of ibis Ifr. Cole- 
man, my lord P* inquired the Prenohwoman. “But 
it matters not— My mind is made up how to 
act. J. am this evening more at ease than for a long 
lime past 1 have been ; and never-never will I again 
suffer myself tf) be beguiled by tbe representations 
of one who was all the time endeavourisll to lerve 
his own purposes.’* 

“ You allude to me/’ ejaculated the Duke, bc- 
surning an air of indigoation ; “ and you wrong 
me 1 I thought you in danger from that quar- 
ter ^** 

** Well, well, my lord« we will noi diepute the 
point/* interrupted Iffidame AngeHque : and then 
ibe ironically added, ** I have no doubt your Grace 
will now congratulate me on having acquired tbe 
OGCtainty ihat I am no longer in any peril from 
that quarter P* 

“Oh, of oourse!** exdaimed Marohmont » *'if it 
teally le so. jibut beware, buy good friend, bdw 
you sulfer yourcalf to be lulled into a frlie Pu- 
rity. It is pt Such timet that the blow falls 
beavSeet— •** 

“ 1?hank you, mj. lord/* interrunted tbe milliner, 

^ I am fuiljhpreparad to meet aU eontinipwriec of 
that sort. itb«nMVVow J diimim {Im girb*^ 


father I find them protMtprt, •• their Vmi nnd 
frM frbo ati^ in iha light rftMr 
mother owt 16 do.** 

Madame JhgtUqua obnolcted at her own die* 
ggiting levity-4n4 the fiiibe mr an instant tfit 
his Up trith vexMloiif Be eaw that sba rnUUner 
was resolute in the jj^Um slid bad proolainttd i be 
•aw too how Uopeieel it waa to attempt to enlist 
hef services any nktheir in the tiroieeution of his 
designs ; and be likewise frit how neoessaty it 
was to keep on friiiiidljr teripe with her. A seal 
must bo plieed upon her lipi in .fespem to all that 
bad recently oeourred s and though for her own 
sake the would keep silent dn thM pointer yet it 
by no means suited the Buke^a iqtereete that she 
should speak disparagihgiy of idta in nj other 
sense. 

^'WeU, my deaf madsa,*^ be aecardhigly ssl4 
•ssumind bis blsndsst tons and his mosSidfahio 
look, “ 1 do indeed eongratolateyou on this obango 
in your posltioa— t am glad yoq have season to 
feel so confident in respSet to tho Lady Indora. 
Ahd now, as you are about to retire into private 
lifrj if thSre be anything t can db— ’’ 

“Yes— there is eomethlng/^ responded Madame 
Aogelique.* “ Vhe four girls must be comfortably 
provid^ fort { mean to leava off business with a 
good charaetef — a/id thosa obarmara of mina must 
not go forth into the world to prootaim what X 
have been. So little has aetualfy iranepired in 
respect to the true oharaeter of this houaa^ that tbe 
publio in general will give ma aThdit for being • 
respectable milliner who is retiring on a fortuno 
legitimately obtained.*^ 

“To bo sure, my dear madam!" (jaoiilatod 
Hsrehmont; “you will keep your own oouniel 
with respeot to the past— you wUl provide for the 
girls, BO ss to seal their lipe; and those friends 
who have so long patronised your establishment— 
myself amongst thO number— will of ooursedo the 
best to sustain your respeotability by thefr good 
report.** •• 

"i exMot nothing less at their bands,*' an- 
swered Madame Angeliqne; “add I purpose to 
test tbe sincerity of the friendship of four of my 
principal patrons. To begin therefore with your 
Grace, X give you vour^uoiee of the four young 
ladies In tbe bsIoud.’’ \ 

“ Commend me to Bglsntine 1" exelsimed 
Marohmont, who at once saw the necessity of 
yielding to that which was in rtaUty a eommsad 
on the part of tbe Brenobwoman* “To-morrow 
I Will take handsome apartments someirheve for 
Bglsntine— t will let you know the address in the 
course of the day —and sbeoan then remove thithef.** 
“ Eglantine must prove an exception from the 
choice/' answered Madame Angelique. “I bad 
forgotten af the moment that 1 have a partioiilar 
way of dieporing of her. Either of the other 
three—— ~**« 

“ It is iroposrible. my dear medam/^ Intertupted 
the Bake. “ that 1 can take either Armantine or 
Linda, who have been.ea long beneath joar roof, 
and who are to well known gmongst all your 
patrons 1 I should be Itugbed at— ridiculed— 

“ Then why not Marion P** demandhd the 
FreDobwofiMUu ^And now 1 batbink m^Xean 
place Armaatlne and landa eqnaUy at wiU aa 1 
m fbatofore^ ny loi^ il must he 



*Batk my dm Mtdame Asg^liquef’ laid ib« 
Duke I "in the drift plaee I belieee fthlb Mirbn 
didita me— 3 [on remember 1 be?# oompUdned to 
pott ^ ber reftml " 

"Mere eojneM on ber pert— or elie ertidoe end 
etmtegem to render benelf ell tbemoreCooflpfteble 
when ihe might bhooie to iarrender." • 

^’Bnt tbere ii enotber reeionr eaoleimedthe 
Didm* 

"le thii jour friendibipf" cried Medeme An* 
geliq^ with e' greet chow of Indignetion, endbelf 
eterting from hit leet. 

"Do not be engijl— wewera but diicniiing tbe 
pbint ^ 

"Andit iinolosger^openlbr dticuiiion* Take 
Merion or not^ ei jon think dt^" continued the 
Frenchwomans "but if jon refuie, I obeli know 
what Talue to eat upon the frieudihip of jourj 
Grace/* j 

Marchmont bit hie lip olmoit till tbe blood! 
came I Madame Angelique'a look wai rmolutelj 
deciiiTe; and not daring to quq|rel with her, he 
effected to kugh,— lajing, "Well, well, I luppoeci 
like ell lediei, joumuit hare jour own waji So let 
it be the particular beaufy whom jeu hare thui 
allotted to me." 

"Be it 00 : it io letiled, mj lord," replied 
Madame Angelique. "I hare not the olighteot 
doubt that 3&rion, who hao been under the protec- 
tion of on Bari, will feel proud in the long run to 
own the tender friendahip of a Duke/* 

There wao a dight accent of aarcaom in the milU- 
ner*o tone : for ohe wao atenging hereclf, ao frr ao 
die thought dt, for the oonduct of Marchmont in 
hafing duped her into becoming the inatrument of 
hie own deoigni^ incomprebenaiblc to the French 
woman though thej were, in reapect to Indore. 
The Duke, comprehending Madame Angelique'a 
meaning, again bit hio lip^ith yezation: but 
boWipg to conceal it, he iaaued from the room. 

On leaving tbe milliner*! hoooe, the Duke of 
Marchmont Walked dowlj along tbe atreet^ plunged 
in a deep and painful reverie. He had numerouo 
louroeo of bitter vexation oo well ao of alarm ; and 
amongatthe former the arrangement juot made— 
or rather juot enforced, in reapect to Marion, wao 
nottheleaat. He kn^ that ohe had been the 
miatreoa of the Earl m Bddnge ; and he bj no 
mean! reliobed tbe idea of taking up with that 
nobleman'o diacarded paramour. The expenie of 
keejwg Maricnf entered not for a moment into bio 
eoniideratioa : for he wao wealthj enough to 
gratify anj ouch frntaoj if he had dm inclination. 
But even in the apbere of vice and knmoralit j, the 
haughtj tend of ariotocratic fading prevaila; and 
Mprdhmont winced ai the idea that he, a Dukc^ 
ohould be compelled to take under jhio protection 
the caot-off miatreoa of an BarL Were ohe tbe 
diioarded paramour of a Xing, d Prince, or even 
aBojal Duk^ it would have oMn difforent. Such 
wie the aenoitivqneoe of a menwhohodtated not to 
make a faouliar companion of a wpman liko 
- M adame AngeUque^ tho* kcqpcr of a foahionahlc 
bouae of iafrunv,— a man too who would havo 
plunged himoelf into orimo to rid hia path of 
an enamjt 'lika Indora, who^ aa ha had moon to 
wao bj opmamaana or another thmteniag 
Jiiftaopuify. 

. "Ae ihe Duke of Mttohmont wae eontfaudM hie 
wip dowlj, end in deep brooding thoughtlunem^ 


■long , tho etrcc^ ho cnopantared aonm cue who 
ottddcidj eddrcaoed him bj namot— and looking 
up, bo behold tbe Hon. Wllaon Stanhqpo. 

"Mj littd, I greet jou, ' oeid that unprinelpled 
individaal, in a^ona oi fkmiliuify. « 

"Aht ao JOU hove returned from Plorief" ob- 
oerved the Duke^ aomewhat eoldlj. ^ 

"Too— where I am lom to oaj,".rooponded 
Stanhope^ "I fbll in widh poroovo who wtro 
daverer than Bftjaelf ; and the eonoequenoe ie I am 
aa oomplaCdj deoied out as aver an unfortunate 
devil wee. I wae Juot tfainkiag to whom I could 
apply for aHtda friandfy aueeonr, when bohddi 
fortune throwa roe In die waj of jour Grace/* 
"Then jour pochek Z pmurn^ ii empty P** add 
the Duke, ipeaking obwlj and in a muoing man* 
nar s for he wae revolving in hie mind aomethiog 
that had Juot ooeurred to him. 

"So empty,'* rejoined Stanhope, "that the in- 
troduotion of auoh a thing aa fifty guinea! into 
that pocket of mine would bo a veritable god«oend. 
May 1 anticipate that for old aoqudntanoe oako 
— anih you mnat remember, my lord, that if that 
affair with her Grace down at Oaklapdf ended in 
fdlttie ^** 

"It wee not your ftnlk I edmiV* returned the 
Dukes "but you muotelaorecoUeot that 1 gave you 
a liberd reward. Bnongb, however, on that point ! 
I think I ean do oomething for you now. What 
would yon oay if I ware to introduce you to* 

I moROW to a handoome ouilo of apartmenta— a 
I beaatiftd girl already inatalled there aa the geniue 
of the acene— and with an account opened at a 
I baakar*a in your name to the extent of five bun* 
dred pounds P*’ 

I " 1 ohould oay, my lord,** replied Stanhope,, " that 
it waa a truly ducal manner in getting rid of a 
miatreoa of whom your Grace io tired— and that 1 
am 00 overwhelmed by the favour 1 at once accept 
it/* 

" Then it ie a bargain,** said Marchmont; " and 
here ia an eameat thRcof," he adds^alipping hia 
puree into Stanhop'a lumd. "Gome to me to- 
morrow evening— —But no 1 do not make your 

appaeranee in Belgrave Square Dine with me 

at the Clarendon Hotel at aeven o’clock— and afitor 
our wine 1 will oonduot you to the little paradiaa 
where a houri’o armo will be open to <^oeive 
you. 

" I o|pdl be punotual, my lord,** anowered Wil* 
lOD Stanhope. "But one word I la not thio 
great frvour whioh you are ihowing me, the pre- 
lude to oomething elaeP" 

"What mean youP*' inquired Marchmont : but 
the tone in which the queaiion wee puk convinced 
Stanhope that hio oumiae wao oorreet. 

" Lot ma apeak frankly, my lord," he aaid. "1 
coked for fifty pounda— and you profihr ma five 
hundred, la thio reaUy nothfog more t h a n a ra- 
eompenaa for taking your eaot-off miatreoa—" 
"On my ooul, aha io no miitreoo of mine!" in* 
tormptad the Duke. "I hare oeen her— Ihaow 
joked with her— but never hejeod iiwh aomp 
pcmonriiip haa any fomiliarify been permitted Ify 
W Ihhve endeavoured— But enough * Suf- 
fioe it for you to know that iha hao bean tbomia- 
troai of Belftiiiga— that aba jfa mw at M a d a m e 
AD|^qae*»‘*-iiid that to-ofinffOw ahe will ba iu 
f^^Srtmantib ready to reeeifoyou." 
"GoodkUyloidi" q|£eolatad Staah^ "Bui 
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iilUI I tblnli Chme it loiiietliing that Um U^onA 
thii. Ton reqoira mj Mrfieei in another wav — 
and you ^ giTing mo the rotaining fee P” 

"And if it be eoP” aatd the Duke pointedly. 
"You will find me ready and willing as before. 
Only let me know at onoe, that 1 nuy ihape my 
anangemenie aeoordingly." 

"Then ihape them/* auwered the Duke, « ae- 
eordingto the impremion you hate reoeiTed—aad 
perhape 1 may be more explicit rn'mcrtoweTeniDg/* 
With theie wordi Marohmont haetoMd away i 
but eoaroely bad he entared the next atreet^ when 
he beheld Mr. Armytage prooeeding ilowly a little 
way in front of him. The Poke immediatelly o? er< 
tMkhim: btttereheipokeawordfheoaiightaiafil* 
eient gUmpae of bia oountenanoa to inSkhte that 
the ipeoulatov waa oooopied in n6 Tory agreeable 
.liiaetiona. 

"lamafinid thawoild goeanot well with yon, 
TirauMr began the Pake| 

Ko. fifi^»ovB99i aaaxaa. " * 


“ThireraP" eehoed Armytage, atartingi •how 
imprudent you are, my lord." 

"I fiirgoV* a^ the Puke: "it waa indeed im« 
prodent. But ia my anrmiae oorreotP doee the 
world atm go iadifibrently with youP 1 need 
howerer aoaroely aak," added hie Qraee^ with a 
dight aeoent of Taxation, "for you did not hem 
frith with mb. Army tag^thoogh 1 plainly told 
I you that it would inoonfenienoe me aarhMyly if 
I yon were to 

I "And perhape I hare been inoonfoaieneed atiU 
aaore^* eiud Armytage gmfi^. 

"It wae not altoge&pr well of yon," rwumed 
ih9 Poke. " Ppwarde of fiTe weeka hare olapaad 
ainoa you borrowed that lait aum of twenty-fl? • 
tbonaand pounda^ with the eaaurandi that In a frw 
daya you would b# enaUed to retum ae by 
Mkin g up eartahi hilla your oredlt wpold be good 
for fifty tbouaend. Waa not that^the wm la 
whiehyDupottlieiaidtarlomer •' 


VHB iMmXBt 01 «n OOVBt. 


** 1 dareaaj it waa, my lord,** replied Armjtage^ 
bi a manner mnoh leia mpeotfiil thai^he vaa wont 
to obaerre towarda hif ^trioian patron. 

" l^ppoae that Mr. OoleBaan-Ahe iMIitniil 
whom jott mentioned—diaappobted pro* 

eeeded the Duke, adopting a more adulatory 
tone than at drat. ** I£ it were thin liMrtaia^ 
aome ezcuae.’* 

Armytage ooniinued aileataa ha walked in aeean- 
Ing moodineaa by the Duke of ,MateiinMMii*a aide 
along tho atreet. 

"Yea-tbere would be an ebntlnnad 

hia Grace I **and tberefore I eodld ntaka allow- 
aacea for yon. But who la thii Mr. Cole- 
mon P*' 

** A Bolieitor. Tour letdidilp knowa it atreidyf** 
rejuined Armytage : " 1 ba^ told yott ao.'* 

“ And did he fly from Ma word P* inquired the 
Duke. 

Again Armytage waa tDent-^Imt only fbr a few 
iostanta; and then heaaid, ^To tellyonrCbM 
tho truth, Mr. Coleman did M Aj from hla wora/ 
he adraneed me the money— -^yta, eferyfrirthihg 
of it I” added Zoe'a father, aa if with ike UttecaM 
of deaperatson. 

" A^ you do not mean me to unJEaautand that 
you hare loat it all P*' esiaimed Marchmont in 
dismay. *'Why, money appoara to melt onl of 
your poeket aa quickly as in foroMt timee it 
wont to pour into itP*— thah, aa the theaight 
struck his Grace, ha acid, ** By heafio, Armytagai 
I am afraid that yon gamUoP 
* Yea— gamble aa aoma of ttw Ughaat and 
wealthieat in the City of London gamble 1** replied 
the apeculator,— not ea you noblemen and gentle- 
men gamble at the Weat Bud ih auch pfioea ei 
theaei**<*-*and he glanced towarda a flood of light 
atreaaflhg birth from the portela of a aplendid 
duhrhoaat they were paaeingi 
^ Jon mean on the Stock Bzohango f* eaid the 
Duke inquiringly. 

meant»on the Stock Bxchanga^^ rebUed 
Armytage curtly. 

They continued walking on togethar in dDanoa 
for a few minuteiy— ArmyUge wiUi hia loeka bent 
downward in moody reverie— the Duke of March- 
mont in anzioui thoo|ht ; for be wee now aorry 
that he bed eddreaaed the apeculator at all, ines- 
much aa he feared leat the interview ehould end 
by the demand fbr another loan. 

" And ii that enormooe aum of fifty tbouaand 
ponnda/* he at length eaked,— ** whieh yon obtained 
from Mr. Coleman— ia it all gonaf * 

"Heaven Ibrbid 1” sjaeulated Armytage, eluteh- 
ing the Dukdi arm quickly and vidently, and 
looking np into hia foot with a oountenance wbkh, 
aa the neaTeat gaa-lainp atreamed upon it, appaifod 
abaoittlaly gbaatly. "Surety thkt qiieation of 
youra waa not prophetic of evil P Htv Bo— I aboidd 
be utterly, hopdenfly ruined I" » 

"Then wbat^ in the name of have you 

doneP* inquir^ theDukec *apfl wbyara youin 
cUa dMUSUy peiturbid Ml of hSnd r 
"BkiMNie I have tentarod tho of that 
aao^.tMfl a^apeeulklioo whichwillirilh# in one 
ddy^ hBO Ikottc— 1 mifht almo* aap in One bo- 
mM— five mo a fortwna— or on dm other 
gal^ for o moaMOi^ onfl thoi iSM 


"Tea— mad and fooliab," reaponded Armytage 
with almoat the petulance of retort, "if it h^ 
been my own money with whieh I waa apeoulaling. 
hut it waa ne#/ And therefore what had I to do 
hut to make the beet of UP It wea neek-or^ 
nothing— riohea onee more or utter r£n !** * 

"And when will the reault be known P** inquired 
the Duke. 

" Bteet^ona month bence^" replied Armytage. 
"One month P Abd wherefore are you ao 

deqiondiag and nflalraetfkil now P’* 
"Baoe!iai--rMMOe," anawered the apeculator, 
"1 have jolt bMi rH^ug the evening paper— and 
the tnteliigenoe la nhlhfbiniblo for tho particular 
way in which my mon^ U kid out. Nevertbelesa, 
thingi may take a Mml— to-mpnow their aspect 
may be u favouf^le aa iOdOy it ia gloomy. But, 
Oh! what a Uib to load, my load i— at one time 
exultant wit^ hopa— at another eait down into the 
vortex of deapair— ymterday dreaming of count- 
lam rieheab to-day laaoUing in horrlP from the pre- 
aenaa of the grovaniag mendicant who crawls past, 
with fha hadeonapraaentimant that hia condition ia 
n tepe oftwhat miiia may shortly be I" 

Tnata waa another pause for aome minutoa, 
during which the Duke end the speoulalor con- 
tinued walking on together; end the aUenoe waa 
suddenly broken by the latter— who said in a milder 
afld more respectful tone fhan he hod hitherto 
eSipted, " I am afraid year Grace must think I 
spoke riilely,end evan brutally Just now t but such 
waa the state of my mind — 

i. tarn upon the auMeet,** interrupted 
Itarahmottlt perhaps had bia owu reasons for 
not dealing hitably with the ^ulator. " 1 can 
make tShwmmUt &ne you. Tour daughter— have 
you beard from her lately P" W 

"jlh, my dadfhlari and young Mereditbr 
dacniatod Armytage, with a lenewifi of the petn- 
lani Mttoriuaaofnle tonei "it is tUa that idem 
aia mail 1 aiaPe not so mucU for luyaelf— al- 
thnugli il wodd be ahooking ' enough for a man 
#hp has seen such wealth M raised himself to 
si^ a poaUioD, toaink down into poverty I Ah I 
you know not ril " 

"Tidl me everything, Armytage,’* said the 
Dttket not that he experienced any veritable 
friendly interest in the. man’s affairs, but be wished 
to asccxiain the precise position wherein h9 stood, 
so that ho might thereby measipre the amount of 
ehancantbere was of any ^ih appeals being made 
to hia own purse. 

"Tout Grace is probably awam,” replied Army- 
tags, "that when Lord Ootavian Meredith married 
my daughter, 1 Cettlei upon bet the earn of sixty 
thouamd pounds; and 1 foKbec agreed to allow 
Meredith a thousand d year for hia own poekeU 
money. Well, my lord, before Zoe went abroad, 
ahe emotttod a power of attorney, enahUug me to 
manage her flnaneee for her— so that Lord Oota- 
fian abottld he aupplied wfth a auffidenoy to main- 
tola the eilabttahment ia the Begent’a Ferk, and 
1 wu to remit aneh attina us Zoe aright require for 
her bfrn eip a n aea.** 

"And you do not mean bm to nndentaiid,^ aoid 
tho Duki^ In U detp tone of oaxioty, " theytoi 
biro mudo uwuy with your deughter'c money P* 

A mocA from the lipt of.thuwratohed Acmyfogu 
o o nvayed the teiponat. Kivehtoeql wee indeed 
piotonndly riioebod t ko mmil torik iinltt i h 



vilf |rn¥fiqp|er tvp <Kim. 


a?t94 tut •mtioDf % greater ^ d^j iiieh clitnl Ui(^ U^-grouq*} At |}i. TUff 
tboie prof ioiidlj ywA -grtat tibopgli tbeae atrmj fro Mfefql qf la? jarf who iaj out th^ owu 

were-would be looper or later attempted in qipiiej at iqtdr^ preteudUig it ii thatoitheff 
resp^t to his owq pufie. ^ oiMqto. ^bej do it fa eate their reipeetabi)Uf 

**TcNi-it4| but too tiiieir eoq^ni^ed inqjrti^, and aTojd the feputatlpa of ueureri. But at X 
in a eqacoeljr audible foice. ^'T^e raaoalitj of that wu Juitgow obBer?iiif to jour Oraoe, I oauiiot 
UM Preetop waa an oiniuoua data for met Qoerp e^tl/ make out lb«e Mr, |Qple^ap. ^ aeemcd 
to* that period ererjthiog had gone pell t whjUpe* to fbree hie iqoiia^ PU it wefo ^ the fleet 
erer ittfuehed teemed to tom ipto gold: but iluee. ihetfoee; fqd fAerpafdjh wUh eo found me 
then ererjrtbipg hai gone wrong— the monejr, as punctual In my angageqoiente with him, U eud- 
you jttit now expreeied it, bee melted aw^y ton dqplj i^pdored to plapo eqah uptimited poiiddence 
thoniapd timea fiwter than erer it «af previopely ip pm— ^fod' though 1 4® Terlly bqliefe wuet 
made or got Or perbape I mjqelf bare iPfKmleted hare had f euoidpicinf ihip ope or two Utt)e pig* 
more recklewly— more deiperately 1 ind yet ^pw cumetenopi^ Umt 1 wqp not qo riqh ae f epmreo 
oould it be otberwiie P I eoi^ht to lep^ the ter* to be, yep hf unhoeitetiogly kept hie and 
rible losaee I auetained— *’* let me h|TO that |att ^um ^ fifty tbooaahd^-^” 

“ And your daughter*! money ia pU gone— ab- "Best aisured, ArmytegV' int^rupted 

eolutely gone P" metuired Marohmonti atill inerp- X^uke of Marohmont, " he fuiipected npthipg m 
duloua in respect to qo colofsal qn erilr ffhqt you fancy— or be would not hpeo fiuite 

«>Yes— gone, goner rerpondi^ Armytege i and ao willing to giro you bit money. ’|)y the bye» 
again he groaned in bitteroeae. "Ifow your did you evor bear biiu apeak of being engaged ip 
Grace can underatapd why I aut lo desponding at a prosecution against a certain bouse of fashion* 
times, and wherefore I am haqiated with such able resort— you understand wbat 1 mean -a 
fearful apprehensions. If ruin prertskes me, it boum ox a certain description 
will not U ruin for mysolf alono— but ruin fbr " Ko, neTcr,** responded Annytsge. " When 1 
Zoe— ruin for her husband— —ruin tberefon % hare been at bis office, we lisvc conversed on no- 
all three I** thing eioept the business which took me th|tli('r. 

" And do you reeky anticipate that thia liit And now, my lord,- as X have iAaobed the house 

epeoolation of your'e may tqrn out wrong P** • where X have a call to mnke to-qight ’* 

" Again X eay, heaven forbid 1 But your Grece " Is ii not rather late for a call, Army tago f* 
knows the terrible unpertaiotiee of euob ventoree* inquired the Puke with a smile. 

Iiook you, mydordr* exolaimed Armytage, with a "It ie a young gentleman, named Softly, bo- 
aoddeo access of fervid, almost wild joy. "If X longing to the Guards, and who be of ago in 
. auoceed, this day month wiU behold me in pos* eight or ten mooths,'* replied the 4nauoier. He 
session of two hundred and fifty thousand pounds I wants to raise some money —he has sent for me— 
With that sum I restore Zoe*s fortune— I pay and 1 must therefore keep the time wbiqh b(‘»t 
Coleman— I return your Grace the loan you so pleases himself. And now I bid your Grace gpod- 
kindly advanced — Oh, yes 1 fortune tuaef night.** 

favour me— -it is impossible it can bo other* l^boy separated awjprdingly ; aqd as the Puke 
wise !** of Marohmont slowly took his way homeward* ho 

" And if it should happen to turn out contrary revolved in his mind a oortain plan which be h td 
to your expectations," said the Puke,—" have you formed, and in furtherance of wbioh'iie iuteud ei 
a very hard man to deal with In this Hr. Cole* to enlist the e^ of the Hon. Wilson Stanhope, 
man P" 

“ To toll your Grace the truth, I can soaroely — - 

understand him,” replied Armytage. " It was not 

I who originally sought him out : he oame to seek CHAPIBB LXXBTIII. 

me. It#?aa very shortly after that first little em- 

barrussment of mine, which arose from Preston’e ipABAMB avaBLiqui'a T9BSB BIIiLBTS. 
failure, you know-card when your Grace so^pe* ^ 

rously advanced me fifty thousand pounds in Ixiinqi4.T£LT after broakfaet on toe following 
January last— Mr. Odeman one day called upon jnorning^ Madame Angeliquo eate down at her 
me. Apologising for having introduced himself, writing-desk, and penned three notei^ which she 
he esid that be had a wealthy client who wished despat^ed to as many di6ferent addresses, 
to lay out bis money at g^ interest; apd as be At gbqut one in the afternuuu an old nobleman, 
knew that X bad eioellent opportuottiaa of acoom- having passed through M. Bertin's house and 
modatmg the membere qf the aristoereoy and eqter^ that qf the millioer by the mirrur- 
fosbioqable gentlemen with loane, ^e ba^ tqken eoptrived door, fouipi his way to the elegantly »p* 
tifo liberty of waiting ui^u me for tjm purpose of pointed boudpir, where Madame Apfiril^o wm 


fasbioqeble gentlemen wi^ loane, ^e ba^ tqken eoptrived door, fouipi his way to the elegantly »p* 
tifo liberty of waiting ui^u me for tjm purpose of pointed boudpir, wbero Madame wm 

ascertaining if I would thus use ggy poooj he waiting to reoeife him. He was yet^Og tQ«arde 
'might pl^ in my hands* Xt was tbuf eay eon- bis eightieth year < his forqi was comnletely 
Beetion oommenoed.?* bowed; the few straggling hqirs of bis kead irerq 

"And who is this wealthy client of yfo. Pple* of snowy whiteaegi-his yjes were hleared-hie 
man's r naked the Dube, tbiuking i| proj^le face was one man of pupkeringa ,qsd qrrinldes -bg 
that be might be the same irho waa teofi|t|y lio4 l(wt all bis tpeth-«q{i t^e ouiliuo pf hiy pro- 


urgiBg the kwyer oii to the proeeputiou of ffippunriffod of f ^iftplier of shsjqr anglM. , Hq 
Madame Aqgelique, was so infirm that he walked with ounsiqeriilrio 

•" 1 de net know,'* NfKed Armytage i ** X norgr diffieqUy ; hp bad q eont^uope bailing, poofik ; 
saw him-nereri»veB hesid hk name meotfoned* and he mnp^M qqd elainmerod ip a mrn that 
Infoebrnr kwd, t do 4M»t <lhew k hMn atamely inkUlgiWe* with the 



whole of one foot and half the other in v^e grate 
--deaf, and in his, dotage— this nobleman had 
aeteftheleie onij jnet returned iAm an embamj 
atone of the principal Contineiiial courte after an 
abcenoe firom England of some fite or alp pears* 
Lord Wenham— for such wu his denomination 
•i*»1iad been an old patron of Madame Angelique 
pretious to his appointment to the embassy abm 
aUaded to t he was therefore well initiated in the 
mysteries of her household— bat the four young 
ladies whom the pritate part of her establishment 
now eonteined, were complete strangers to him. 
She had heard of his recent return to the British 
metropolis; and being resolred to make a last 
penny ont of him before she gare up business 
^together, she had written him the note which 
BOW brought him into her presenoe. 

**Why, my dear Madame Angelique,** mumbled 
the old lord, as he deposited himself in an easy 
chair— an aSbrt which raised so violent a fit of 
coughing that for upwards of a minute it seemdl 
as if his enervated firame muot be ehattered to 
pieces,—** I vow and protest that you look— ugh! 
ugh I— this cough of mine 1— younger than when 
1 last saw you.** • * 

**And yet, my lord,’* responded the milliner, 
"the lapse of yours can scarcely make one 
look younger—** 

** Ah, very good ! very good I” said Lord Wen- 
ham, laughing with a ohuckle that was hideous as 
a death-rattle. ” Yes, yes— in spite of five years 
you find me looking— ugh t ngh !— younger alaof*' 
—for be it obaerv^ that on account of his deaf- 
ness he had not caught the predse terms of the 
' milliner's speech. 

I "You look so young, my lord,” ezclaaned 
Madame Angelique, taking advantage of the little 
error into which he bad fi^JlcD, and now speaking 
loqd enough to make herself heard, " that 1 am 
convinced you are as terrible amongst the fair sex 
as ever!'* t. 

"Ah, ah! I understand,*’ said Lord Wenham: 
"you have got— ugh! ugh!— eome sweet creature 
that you mean to tempt me with— eh F eh?— ugh I 
ugh!" 

"Fully esteeming your lordship’s kind patron- 
age,*' rijoined Mi^me Angelique, "before you 
went as Ambassador Plenipotentiary to the Court 
of— > 1 was resolved to give you the prefer- 
ence for ths' most beautiful girl that ever con- 
fidingly placed herself in my hands. 1 can assure 
you, my lord,’’ added the wily woman, Wth a sig- 
niflMt look, "that she is as pure andmuons as 
the day she was bom— an immaculate tirgint" 

The old nobleman leered and lioM bis lips 
salacicnily. 

" It is a positive foot^ my lord," oontlnued 
Madame Angellqoe. "Tha truth is, she baa re- 
cently keen left an oiphint and fo be candid, she 
Is a nieet of mine. What can X do with her, 
poor thing !,a!imspt piovfda for her in a way of 
whfohherhaaiaiyMiidersher iwdiMrviogP" 'r 
"lie be ami to ba cure!" said tba old noble- 
mai^ ffcofai order that ha might not lose a single 
•yllahtafltfl foil from Madamo AngaUqus’s lips, 
dre^VlNil an ear-trumpat^ and listed thaiawith. 

wOdai ugh I nght" 

* ^XHiaUproelBsljasXbave the hononr to in- 
krdsbip,’’ oonthnisd tha woman I " and 
But what do you think?" oha sod- 


denlj.^ejaoulated. " Somehow or another the Duke 
of Marohmont heard of thie lovely ereature bemg 
under myoare; and he came last night and 
odersdane five hundred guineas to take her off 
my hande. But X laid, ' No, no, mf Lord.Duke ! 

I have the honour of a nobleman*! aoquaintinoe 
who I know will cheerfully write me a cheque 
for a thousand, and bear off Miss Eglantine in 
triumph !'— That^s what I aaid, my lord.*’ 

" And you meant me P' said Lord Wenham, 
full of nervous anxiety to obtain posiessbn of the 
muoh-vaunted prise: "you meant me, my dear 

creature Ugh I ugh 1 thie cough of mine !— 

But you meant meP* 

"Certainly I ^ my lordi And was I not 
right P* 

"To be eure! to be lure!'* responded his lord-# 
ship. "But can you really guarantee— eh!— — 
you know what 1 mean — ^ugh ! ugh !’* 

"That the is innocenee itself!" exclaimed 
Madame "Xn ahort, she is almost 

too prudish: but I have no doubt that with your 
lordship's powers of w^Mff'^^ose powers which, 
as the newspapers say, you ussd to such effect 
when you put the Foreign Minister at the Court 
of —— in suoh a dilemma-—** 

" Ah, you have heard of that P* laid the an- 
cient diplomatist, chucklini;. "Egad! I talked 
his Excellency off to ileep; and when he woke up 
he signed the treaty in the twmkling of an eye. 
But about thie Miia Eglantine— what a sweet 
name! deer me, what a sweet name!— ugh I 
ugh ! ugh I" 

"She is your*s therefore, my lord!" answered 
Madame Araeliqae " and the bargain is oon- 
rinded." 

"EhP— etopl" oried hie lordship. "I should 
just like, you know, to lee her first of all— merely, ' 
you know-*— ugh I ugh I— thie cough of mino 
ugh!" 

"To be fure ! I will go and fetch her at once. 
There are writinig-materislB : your lordship can 
pen the cheque— & if you are not satisfied with 
the first view of her, your lordship can but cancel 
the draught." j 

Having thus spokmi, Madame Angelique issued 
from the boudoir ; and leaving his lordship in the 
midst of an eostatic fit of coughing, she« ascended 
to the private chamber of Miie iCglantine, who 
bad smly Just eomplsted hef toilet. For this 
paragon of virtue and innooenoe, who was also 
tinged with prudery, had been psseing the night, 
and aeveial hours of the forenoon also, in the arms 
of one of the frequenters of Madams Angsliqus’s 
establishment 

"How, my deer girV* muA crafty woman, 
"X am oome to announce to you that your fortune 
Ss made. X porpoee to give up my businese ac 
soon aa possible : but in all motherly kindness I 
mean to provide for the dear girls— yourself in- 
riudodf— whom I look upon ae my daughters.' 
Here is n nobleman inlinwly riob, who wUl taka 
you into hu kaej^g : he will allow you at leaet 
eighty pounds a we& ; and if you play your cards 
wal4 you ein many him. To be sort he is not 
quite so young as he might be— perhaps six^ or 
so^ though he may look a Irifia rider : huf than 
thsft ia ttfo to ba oAnsi&irid— that you ean . 
managaUmatf thrmoN easiljS for baliioina- 
whal Ilf hu dolajp.^ Coma alonf with nm at onaa. 





Yon mart look •• niodflrt ni ponlblof ud whoni, | om vImh lib tilod to onilo on onMaf Iht «||i 
in bU birdihip^i preionee, I hint at tho oonaoiion linoi’t hyidou^ ho loidKOil ttko an iiiitetakav«r n 
you am about to form with hin* yon had bottof IhaavaUnatotoaUnca daq^Mte attoai|dto tMm 
ahriak onb-not too loud, you know, for toar of guy. Tory hsian^ightiid pbnou^ on ragigdlnt 
boing OTOrboard-~-aad than you can ddng to ICr.lfhitoOhokav ttOfO aioaely, aught haro^Z* 
me ; and if dhooaa to go <4 in a whv, it eiad that^hara waa joamthing in the aTpraminii of 
may perhapfc Jto aa walL Howerar, in tha tong hia ooarm lipa and in tho glaatoiaf of hb darik 
run you will yiald your oooient | and hia lordahip daap-aat amali ayaa whiob donotod tha atnmg paa« 
will profide for you thia Tory day. Ofoouraayou ^na of tha man aadtho difiouttyhokad Inoon* 
undaratand, my dear, that I am parfeotly diain- oaaHng them banaaHi tha gloii of aaaumad lana* 
toreatad in what I am doing fbr you ; my only tity and hypoeriliaal aanti but on tida point wo 
ofajeot ia to glTo you a oomfortaUa poaition— and Z onnalTaa aay nothing-^ Hr. White Chm waa 
do not gat one ffrthing by it— not a firao* a aainti 

tion!’* Yaa— great indeed waa be nt Biatar Sail ak 

Eglantine waa parfeotly willing to fall into the tha period of tha May maatbgn Who oould to 
inlamoua woman’a viewa ; and aha at onoe followed wall daelaim againat the igpocinoa and damoraliia- 
Hadama AngeUqua to the boudoir. A glanee at tion of tha lower clapNi? who oould whine and 
the writmg«deak ahowad tha millinar that the moan and weep in an^ doaperato anguith at the 
cheque lay there, ready drawn out ; and tha in* banightad condition of the haathan, tbonaaoda and 
atant aha had introdimad Eglantine to tha as> tbouaanda of milaa off in tha iatanda^of lha South 
ambassador, aha aeiaad tha opportunity while hia Paoifio? Who oould ao pathaSoaD)^ aniMrao tho 
lordship’s ayes ware riTatad gloatingly upon tha toaoaaiity of landing miaaionuriaa^ and 
•uppoaad Tiotim of an aunt’a traaoharoua cupidity, jadmia^ and hymn*booka^ and tracts, and all. bjada 
to catch up tha draft and thrift it amidst the of godly publimtionB^ to tha poor naked eannibala 
folds of her dress. Tha entire aeana, aa praTionaly of thoaa same idands F Who was more ready in 
arranged, waa then gone throu^ s the half- putting down .hie money for the Emagn Bibb 
Bobdued diriek was uttered— the prudery was Soebty, or in taking up tba atarving be£|ar who 
affected— the appeal to tke wicked aunt waa made imploiad alma of him in a etreet of the British 
by the innocent and^rirtuoua nieee— and then tba matropolbF In • word, Mr. White Cholwr waa 
Utter sank gracefully down in a fit, Just aman a Tefitable aaint : hb name waa oonaidered 
actress swoons or dies upon the stage— though aynonymoue with pb^ and philanthropy them- 
with perhaps a trifla more of Toluptuous abandon- adrea; and if it were tbefhdiiMln thb Ftoteatant 
ment of the form. Water was sprinkled up<m oounhy for peraona to be oanonbed— and before 
Eglantine’s countenance : she suffered beiuelf to they were dead too— Mr. White Choker waa the 
be dowly recovered— she then listened with ad* very man whom all the Exeter HalUtee would havo 
mirable patbnee and meeknesa to M adame An* aeleoted for the honour, and whom the whob 
gdique's reasoning— and with an equal degree of Benoh of Bbbops would have pranonnaad worthy 
exemplary reaignatbn she yblded herself to her thereof. 

destiny. Of oourae the b fully prepared to hear 

In the afternoon Lord Wenham came in hb that so good a manBould only Imve oome to Ma« 
carriage to fetch away hb paragon of virtue ; and dame Angelique’s eatabliahment with one object t 
he placed her in a sumptuously furnished houae namely, to read ib proprietress a veiy bng and 
which he hired for her accommodation, with an aerbus lecture on the wiokedneid V the life she 
allowance of eighty pounds per week. We may waa leading. And yet somehojn or another thb 
add that in tho evening of the very eame day on waa not the worthy gentlemanT aim s for, at, we 
which hia lordahip paid Madame Angelique a have aeen^ it waa to answer to one of t^ mil- 
thousand guineas for the beautiful Eglantine and liner’s billets that he now ihowed himself to her 
gave the young lady the first inatahnent of her preaenee. 


magififioent income, he most generously and nobly 
forwarded a cheque for two guineas to the Seore- 

A a Om i* Al T\!-a_21 1» J 


**My dear Ifr. Choker,’* she began, with one of 
her moat amiable amilee, " I am sure you will be 


tary of the Society for the Piatributbnuif Bread delighted to bam that I have reaolvod upon re* 
amongst the Fambhtog Poor, and a oheqoe for tiring from buaineao and Uvtog^henoefokh re* 
twenty gutoeae to the Asaocbtbn for the Protec* epeoUbly upon my means.” 
tion of Young Pemales. ” Como now, mother,” said the white-oravutted 

To retnm however, to Madame Angelique. gentlemeii, with a more aucceasful attempt at a 
Scarcely had the effected her most distotereatod bughthan^he haa provbualy made, " thb b not 
arrangement with Lord Wenban^ and h^ .db* Exeter Zhll— neitber b it a oommittee of tha 
niaaedthe paralysed doting old nobleman,'^hen Foreign Cannibal-Beolaimtog, lVegio*CliriBlba* 
the second of the three billets which ahe had bing and Nake^-Savage-Clottong Sociaij. Xvaiy* 
despatched to the morntog, was personally an* thing b good to ito place and way— ^ ' 
twered by the appearance of a gentleman irioicing ” And yob have oome^ my dear lj|b Ohakar,” 

to the name of Mr. White Chokarr ISto was totonmpted MiMbme Angefi^pia, UiM^, ^ for 
dreaaed in oompbte black, and wore a bw oratut whatsoever I may have good to a^ |1M| ithd ia 
of snowy fiiirnesa. > showed no 'ahirt*eolbr, agr way to put at your'dbpoaalF” 'x' 

and bad altogether a very derbal look. HU hair "That b speektog lika a true Chris — I abaa 
wu cropned all round like a Puritan’ll and was like a* woman of the world,” said Mr. Ohokar, 
combed neek and atraigbt down over bb forehead, ibna vmy ptofiriy eocreoling htonalt 
Ha had a hbg pqb eountenanee, the ttprewtoa of ’‘Xt b a toag^ long time^ my dear df^'eaw 
whbb waa aa habljttaUy that of aaa oti m e abui ttoaadtht«riUiaar,”aiaoathe]igblof yowea^ 
aaU^mair^jrAaitiion and If^fobdomS ommm ^ that [toaHaaa riant witkto ny humbb h a Mtotimi y and 
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Hitrefort 1 thought that I might take the liberty, 
ttoder peeulUr elrflunultanoei^ of inviting jpu hm 
OD tbe'Dfeiittt oodariooc** 

'*Tbo truth ie," amwered Mr. Vbite Ohoker, 
*that bjpoeritioal looandrel Obadiah Snufflenoae, 
the Yloi'-Freeident of our Society, tVoquigiiU your 
h^oioi and Mho and I areatdaggere-drawn— ** 
yet,” exoiaimed Madame Aogelique, with 
aoiDi iegreo of actonishment, ” I saw the other 
day a publiched letter uf your’a to the gentleman 
you name, and^ commencing, 'l>eareit and beet 
belored brother in the good work, Obadiah Snuf- 
llenoee 

'* I teU you once more,'* aoid Mr. White Ohoker, 
wfth eoneiderable asperity, ” that we a)re not sit- 
ting in committee npoa the distribution of that 
iMt new tract addressed to all savoury vessels. 
But d— n the vessels I My dear madam, let's get 
to business. Why did you send for me ?” 

** If you iMre to hear, Mr. White Choker,” con- 
tinued MadaW Angelique, ” that I have the love- 
liest German girl beneath this roof, who has only' 
gone astray onoe— once, upon mg honour, and no 
more—*' 

” Ah, if 1 thought I could rely upon you,” said 
Mr. Glrofcer, whoie curiosity, u well al a stronger 
passion, wm considerably piqued. ”But it was 
not altogether on account of Snufflenose that 1 
have staid away from your establishment for the 
kst three or four years : it was because that young 
creature*- you remember her well— that you fur- 
nished roe, with the eoiemn assurance she w'm 
ehsMity herself, presented me with ^a -a*- thump- 
ing boy four of five months afterwards, and 
throated to expose me if I did not provide for 
the brat. Ah, madam, that was a sad, sad af- 
ftsir— 

”Bot, my dear friend Mr. Choker,” inter- 
rupted Madame Angelique, ** we are all liable to 
error ” • 

^Bht sueh an error m that, my dear madam I 
Only conceive^ a thumping hoy I”— and the white- 
oravalted genUeman's eountenance became so 
elongated at the hare thooght, that at the moment 
it could have vim with the length of her bright 
poker itself. 

Well, my dear sir, I admit the thumping boy 
WM a great nuisance^-a very great nuisance But 
In this case, with my beautiful obarming Linda, 
who has only fallen once, there cannot possibly be 
any each apprehension. If you were just to see 
haf — ^But what do jrou think f ejaculated the 
milUner, thus suddenly interrupting ^rself. ”OId 
Lord Wenbam wm hero just now, and he aotually 
and poeiCively drew me out^a cheque for four 
hundred guineas for this sweet German. And 
what did 1 cayP *No, no^ my lord; 1 have the 
honour of' behsg acquainted with a goaileman who 
will give live btandredl* That's ^hat 1 said, Mr. 
Choker!” 

” But you msntionsd no iisms P” said the sain^ 
Muxiously. "0’ 

Not for tke world I” responds^ Mhdaino An- 
geliqus. ” And this ddsr Liddg, whp. is dilsrstion 
Itself.-^shs will aevar bstray yout hut stA''will go , 
to Bxetsr whstt you sro lb speakwsad she 
will wavoLpKHilto handksMdilsf--^ trill 
too at yOw^lpit Mthstio p s s i age s- i n ibe^ she 
will set aid*'(dkl^lansh-ftt& of tlwr audfonoe bhiss- 
peiing «bI sbMng.” 


”Oh, bother take Bxeter Hall at this pressnl 
moment r* cried the stint; and his ints^eelloii 
was aecompanied by a most unsaint-like oath. 
** Yon want five hundred gnincM for this lands P 
Huinl hat But is she so very beantifol P is she 
well formed *-stoi:t— laxuriouB—” 

” A superb bMt, my dear Mr. Choker. But 
oomel here are writing-materials— draw up the 
eheque-^eod 1 will gp and*fotoh the charming 
Linda, eo that you may arrive at a speedy de- 
otsion.” 

With these vords^ Madame Angelique quitted 
the boudoir ; and aseended to the ohamber of the 
German girl,— who having, like Miss Eglantine, 
recently dlemissed an admiim who regularly visited 
her twioe a week, wm Unishing her toilet by the 
aid of a female dependant. The maid wm dis- 
miesed from the room; and Madame Angelique, 
having intimated her intention of retiring into 
private life, proceed to address the young lady in 
the following manner t— 

' ” It if therefore my duty m well M my plea- 

sure, dear Linda, to provide for youririf and oom- 
panions. oTou know what I have just done for 
Eglantine; and now it is your turn. A very pious 
gentleman will take you into his keeping: he will 
pension yon handsomely ; and when your child is 
bom— which I suppose* will be in about five 
months— he mu§t provide for' it liberally, beoauM 
yoif'will have him oompletely in your power. He 
hM got a wife and large family ; and if you only 
threaten to go to his house dud create a distur* 
bance, you might bring him to any terms. He is 
immensely rioh, and m thorough-paced a hypocrite 
M ever the sun shone upon. Of eourso, my dear 
I girl, you will keep your condition a secret as long 
M you can ; and between you and me, I have 
assured him that you are but one remove from 
Oompleto ohMtity-^— However, you will know 
bow to manage your wbite-oravatted puritan ; and 
now come and to introdueed to him. Stop 1— you 
I esn throw a kerchief over your neck, so m to 
appear modest; and you can easily suffer it to 
glide ofl^ M if quite uneonsoiou8ly,< io the bashful 
confusion of your thoughts.” 

I Linda wm well pleased with the arrangements 
thus sketobed forth ; and the kerchief being 
duly thrown over her neck, she acoom^nied 
Madame Angelique to the boudoir, where Mr 
White Choker had in the*meantime penned the 
cheque fee five hundred guincM. Linda appeared 
all blwhing modesty ; and her looks were bent 
down,' M the saint devoured her with his gloating 
eyes. There wm a little oonvemation, during 
which the kerohisf gttded off from the syren's 
white neok and voluptooue bosom; and her 
triumph wm oomplete. 

In the evening Mr. White Choker came in a 
street-oab to fotoh away his charmer ; and though 
he dar^ not use bis own private carriage for the 
purpoi^ he nevertheless promised that on the foU 
k^wmg dey Linda should have the most beautiful 
turn-out bf tor own that wm to be seen in all 
London. He iastafled her in a beautiful little 
Bttharban v^ 'renfy iforaished, and which he bM 
hired eff-hm for nw imm^iate aeeoinmodatioa i 
then, M an' enmifo for pining that lriinSfl|i affay 
from hems^ be bnnkld the erjfo'ef Ms Mom, tlfo 
exesBent lffs.-wliile Ol^lBeki'ifiil Ito WMjfMbif 
to beopa of ^ M hedcOe^ 




# taf bfoOMT in tiM good ffotk, who wii 1 jlof ( liigoliaao kn^w §qA wotti iho wm OMMnMib 
tt that extromitj which wm but the paiiport to aware iw ifae MatleiBi& had li m 
the realm of UiM. , eeen her-Hu^ heiihl m^pae which AM m 

Scaredj bad |Ca4aiiia Augeli^e eom^ted her ehoiil io plag.* ^ ^ . • 

traniae^ .with Mr. White Cbokerf when thh ** Wall, M ladj/' tie Mid, on ehteHhd the 


Hoo, Aafuahif fik>% wm aii9oo|oad. Hbla joaeg ! beadeir-^or lie thimh* II itilghl:|^ flhe to Mopl 4 
gentlemao had iuat entered hie tweoW.drtt jear« ‘ Su^lUit lanoer with MadUhe Abfthliques and we 


and would ii^ient on attaining hia majoritj a I eboald inoidentallj lieiherit that he Ipoke with the 
tune of aizt j tboiii|ui4 ppandii if he had nA laawaid diiaipated air Ind iHih the drd#iiij^to6a 
alreadj antieipeted it by bijli and bondi to the | dniwl which uc licit ^ dmdwed ihietHl*l "Illy 
tune of nearly one-half. He bed Moeo|dy obteinM ycoag men ih fhehtabahle hlh— ^ well, old lady. 


11 WM noweyer cniefly at nignt-ume that ae cook Jf9§, it le uMeemiy/' cxciaimea Joaumo An- 
hii eurrey of what be termed **Ufc:'’ for ioM* geliquc, "1 admit it. Only fodr ih tBh dltOrnoon 
much M he WM never in bed. nntil three Or four —in. the morning, I neanl But Ihto ^ |ea^ 
o'clock in the morning, he ilept till it wm time you faihiohable young gentlemen lOrh hlgkt into 
to turn out, for parade— after whioh he drank ao day, and day into night— dh I it li pmlll^y 
oopioualy of bottled atout add eheily-brandy at ehoel^g, you naughty fellowa T* ^ 
lunch, '* juct to give a tone to hie itomaeb,** ** Why, there'e really nothing gciHf on ifl tho 
that he wm uiually oonetreined to go to bed eSey-iime," mid Mr. Softly, with ap air of Mtiety 
again in order to eleep off the effeeti of eo anddiiguet. "Jam tick of bowing to the aante 
much liquor and riie refreihed for dinner-time, beautiye. in the Park— sick of lounging up Be- 
Thon hie etomaoh required a new **tone;'* and if gcnl Street; and M for morning-ealte -why, we 
a couple of bottlee of obampagno, with other of the Ouerie, you know, never pay them !" 
vinous fluids were capable of affording euch tone, ** Ah t 1 repeat, you genttemeh of thi Guarde 
the Hon. Auguitue Softly certainly adopted the are aaeb terrible fellowa I** aaid Madaihe Ange- 
panaoea for procuring it. burning out to aee liqii^ with a deprecating look t "you hM though 
life" at ten o'clock at night, he had the advantage to turn the heads of all tho iweet ereatufea- 
of the gas-lamps to show him how to break police- rOvish their hearts—" 
msn's heads; or else die dropped into some fashion* ** Well, t flatter mysslf," dfawli^ out Mr. 


man's heads ; or else die dropped into some fashion 
able gambling house, whore there was light suffl< 
cient for the blaok-legs end sharpers there to pil 


** Well, t flatter mysslf," dfawli^ out Mr. 
Softly, leaning affectedly back in his chair and 
oaressing his beardless chin with an air of languid 


lags him most unmercifully, though apparently listlessness, we of the Guards are rather ever- 
not light enough to show the young gentlemau powering in our way." 


himself that he wm thus fleeced. 


"You may well say that, my dear Mr. Softly i 


In personal appearanoe the Hon. Augustus for if you only knew why I took the liberty of 
Softly was short and thin — totally beardless^ Mking you to favour me with a oall thii after- 
though he adopted every known method of in- noon— morning, Ipnoan " 


during a moustache to make its appearanoe " Some precious wickedness, I'H be boundl"— 
against its own inclination ; and his air was alto- and Mr. Softly condescended to give^forth a slight 
gother so boyish that ho did not look above seven- laugh, which oorrespopded amMingiy well with 
teen. He had tolerably regiflar features, of an hie drawihg-ropm drawl. 
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aristocrptic cast ; but the eipression of his ooun- 
tenanco wm insipid and vacant, oven to stolidity, 


" WibkMness indeed, you naughty good-for- 
nothing fellow I" responded the wily woman. 


Frivolous minded and shallow-pated, with all the shaking her finger at her intended victim. " Here 
follioe of a boy, he rather aped than wm en- is the sweetest, lovelies^ young French «rl, who 
doviedevith tho manners of a man. His idea Bm only been in keeping with the Huko or Msrdh- 
of " life" seemed to oonsist in hurrying him- moot for two months, at the r ite of a hundred 
self on to racb^and ruin m fast M qyer he * guineas a week— and who hM left h^m*—p<’ritiveiy 
could— raising money at exorbitant interest— and actually left his Grace, all through you I" 
plunging into debt— lavishing his gold upon pre- " Through me, old lady ?" latd Augustus, run- 
tended friendly who flattered him to bis face and ning his fingers through his limp light hair, which 
laughed at hiin behind 1 m back — playing the i bung in what hre called rat's tails over bis ears, 
spendthrift amongst the aissolute and the de- r"Wbafc the devil do you mean?" 
praved— thinking ft one of the finest things to | "I mean that she went to see the GuMds 
drop a few hundreds at the gaming-table, and the parade the otb^r day; and she camerUhhing off to 
finest thing of all to let my Lord fiwindleburst me— for I aih hei; milliner, you must know--..io 
pai n off on him for five hundred guincM a horse Mk if I oould tell her who wm that diuk of a 
that would, be dear at fifty. Sueb was Lieutenant young oflloer P* And then she described ^uf 
Softly’s id^ of "life;" and this wm the young "HowdeltciousI— poaiiivel/deliriuusr* ealdMr. 

gentleman wt|(Q^ having received Madame An- Softly, chuckling and rubbihg hU babdi. 
gelique'a third billet^ now oame to answer it in i "I knew whom she mdsnt in a moment," ooo- 
person. I tinuCd Msdame Angellque; "beoause when 

Wa must observe that the Hon. Aagusius said that she alluded to the handsomest, the get^ 
SofMy had only riaited the miUuier’s establiahment , teriest, and yet ibe ihoit militaiy-lofiking of all the 
on two ii)rmiu qtefaipqs; riwi ei^ of ihoee iiaaoe . young elioeri^ t wm prirfhotly well aware whoa 
MadembiseUe Araant^ the mnoh girl, wm . she was speaking of i a^d when X told he^ thM 1 
ihiinf foe mtati teaeon or another. This Madame { bad the bonbur of your acquaintknee, afie nOiify 



cxf «8i oom. 


fiiialtd willi Joj— and dit Towad that ahe oould be 
happier with jta 'on dftp guineaa .a wath^ than 
with hia Giaaa of M anbmont on t^o hundr^** 
tbSa ia ai good aaaromaiica f** OTalaimad 
tha dali^tad and aradulona Angnatus. 

"Quito aa good," anawofad Madama idgaliqnat 
and 1 ^ BO doubt thought praoiaalp what die aaid. 
"Oalp aoaaaiTa^ mp daar Softlp, tha. honour, tha 
Umbo, and tha glorp of running off with a Buka'a 
niitiMl Vbp, it iabattar than runiiing off with 
Ua wilbt baaauaa a man of tha world ia alwapa 
BOva aanaitifa in raipeot to hia miatfaaa than ha 
iatohiawifo. Howpou will baapokan about 
what a noiaa pou will maka 1— what a aanaationi 
—and all lha ladiaa will amilinglp call pou tha 
naughtp man V* * 

"Ton mp aoul, it will bo quita daliaiouar’ az- 
cUimad Liautanant Softlp. "But iaaha boautiChl F" 

" Baautiful, alagant, and acoompliahad," rigoinad 
Madama Angalique. " She ia tha dau^tar of an 
old Eranoh Marquia ; and Marohmont took ha^ 
bp mp aid, from a oonrant between two and threS 
montha ago. She nerer really liked the Dukex 
her onlp oljeot waa to aaeape from a eOoluaion 
which aha abhorredi and aa for har^ virtue, apart 
from thia one Uttla failing, 1 am readp to guarantee 
H in a bond of a hundred thouaand pounda, or on 
aa afliidavit awom before the Lord Mayor of Lon- 
don." 

Of couraa auah guarantaea clinched the argu- 
ment— ‘at laaat in thar mind of the credulous con* 
aeitad, and frivoloua Auguatua Softlp; and alieadp 
aa elate aa ha oould be with hia preaumed oonqueat, 
ha gave vent to hia delight in the moat extravagant 
azpreaaiona— all of which Madama Angelique care- 
ftillp echoed, while laughing in her aleeve. 

" Pealing oonfldent," ahe reaumed, " that pou 
would grant the daar girl an interview, 1 aent to 
raquaat that aha would pa{j me a viilt thia after- 
noon. But wouldpou belie4b UF aheia aofrenaied 
with delight^ that aha ordara her maid to padfc up, 
bag and biygaga— and awap aha cornea, leaving 
the aplandid ap^menta tha Puke had provided 
Ibr her— and upon her toilette-table a roaa-tinted 
perftimad billet^ with a Ibw laconic linaa to tha 
affect that ahe aeparatea from hia Oraoe for evert 
1 told her that her oonduct waa madneaa, aa aha 
could not poiaiblp be aura that pou would taka bar 
under pour own protection— though it ia true 
that old Lord Wanham, who waa here juat now, 
and aaw her alight at mp door, offorad me two 
hundred and guineaa if I would uaa mp in- 



" 1 laallp do not know," aaid Madama Ange- 
Bqoa, with a varp aarioua countcdance, "whether 
1 ou^t to xaoaifa anything iif a tranaaction which 
to taallp ao deUcata^ and wSkfh I maralp undertook 
to manage from metivaa of pity for the awaat 
ewa tu re and cot of regard for But if pou 
OMiaf wrilaathtqua te live hqlHiM guinea I 
eannot tynk of wounding pour toaUnga bp reftuing 
toaaoatttoi" 


1 got tbnt loan 

thto'Miftteifr thought tha young Bautanant to 
, .yntliBg aa^ all htonahfiqnabla lan- 
j lirfflpp to the daak to pan thacMqua# "or 
‘lahonld have ant butadaviltoh eofrp llgaic 



with the old lady— and ihonld haveleet the Pranab 
beauty." 

" Bear ma^ wbat oreaturaa you young Chtardai 
man are T a^ Madama Angalique, u if musing 
to hanalf, but taking vary go^ oara that tha 
Hbh. Auguatuae Softly should oaMl’ the* words 
whioh aha uttered. "I never saw tuoh kilting 
man— their vary looks are sufficient to conquer 
female hearts in a moment 1". 

" Where ia tha beauty F" aaked Softly, drinking 
in all this plaasant ftsttsrv. 

"I will go and liWb her," said Madama Ange* 
Uqua : and aha issued from tha boudoir. 

Madamoiaalla Anaantina had passed pre- 
ceding night in tha arms of an tiUaehS to a 
Foreign Embasajt— not a Qerman ona^ for Ma- 
dame Angalique knowing very well that tha Ger- 
man repreaentatives of ■ th^ native princes^ 
were a aat of aeurvy paupers^ never allow^ them 
to set foot in her estahlidunent. The French girl 
was in an elegant evening toilet; and she looked 
ravishingly iMautiful. l^dama Angalique com- 
pliment^ bar upon her bawitobing appearance ; 
and than addraasad her in the ensuing man- 
ner:— 

"Tott are already aware, mp dear Armantine, 
that I am about to give up my business^ and that 
1 have already provided in the handsomest man- 
ner for those dear girls Bglantine and Linda. 
Tbar turn is now oome ; and between pou and 
me, mp dear, pou^ are the best off. What thiuk 
pou of a young, handsome, <and elegant officer of 
the Guards— exceedingly intelligent and accom- 
phahed— witty and clevw— not pet of age, but 
able to raise as much money as he thinks fit F" 

Armantine’s countenanoe ekpressed her satisfac- 
tion with the proposed arrangement. 

^ " 1 am glad that you are pleased," continued 
Madame Angelique ; " and it is all the more de- 
I lightful to me, inasmuch as the trouble 1 am 
I taking ia purely disiutereatad. But there are one 
I or two Uttla things that I must tell pou, mp dear 
young friend." 

She then explained the partioulara of the tale 
whioh she hod told the Hon. Augustus Softly,— 
adding, "Ton oan safely give him the same as- 
suzanoes: for 1 wiU take care that Marchmont 
I shall not aontradiot you. 1 oan do anything 1 ^ 
like with the Buke; and as for that palt of the 
I histoip which flattered the pon^ offiow with the 
I idea (ff the violent passion pounSava oonoaived for 
I him 

"Trust to me to play mp part properly," inter. 
Jaotad Armantine. "Of all man as a protector, 1 
could bast frnop an oflioar in the Guards I" 

" He will aUbw you flftp guineaa a weak," re- 
Jmned Madama Angelique; "and if within a 
twelvemonth you do not ruin him aompletelp, it 
wiU be pour own fiiult. Mp dear girl, the repu- 
tation of a young lady to never estabUahed until 
ahe has ruined three or four of her lovers. Look. 

at pcifr oelabrated acttosies ^But no matter 1 

Softlp must bedping of imfwtienoe; and you must 
•eoompsnp me forthwith. Bamember, mp dear, 
bashful tandacness and modest joy— that to pour 
coal" 

Tba hitoons wogum tbarai^on conducted the 
pitont and willing Frana^ girl do the bonddr^ end 
ao wail did Armaatido play harpart that Che Hem 
Anguatqa Softlp was oamplafiQ^^mvtoh^ bp bit 
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pMMUMd conqnMt •!! idama AngtUqm took yt» 
MMioB ot the obequeiinperoeited bj 
who thet Mine erening left the eetablidunen^ to 
take np her new abode in the iq^endidlj fhmiabed 
.lodginga whieh her lom bad kat no time In an* 
'gaging fbr her leeeptioD. 


OHAFTBB LXXZIX 


HUage of Headeom la tl no giiit diatanee 
the town oi Addbrd la the eonntj el Sent, 
t a qiaarter of a wik ftom tteadoon aiood a 
iiide pottage lathe midal of agaideni and 
leoiwaithe pmaeljoraneldi^womaa-i- 
IdowelemydltftMwho 




itmer who had held land hi 
Hwae in tUa eeltage that 


dmj Sutton, Ibnnerlp ladr’a-iaaid to the Dnehem 
of HMehmonl^ waa'now lodgiiqp. * 

Some weeke had atapaad inee her aMotfaig with 
OhriatUn Aahton in the train on her joumaj to 
Headooni and the reaeon wUdh had indnead the 
anftartinate jonng woman to aeek tUa retiiemenl^ 
ooBld no lonfor he eoneealod ftma the epee of the 
world. She woe ip a way to beoome a mothat. 

It waain the afternoon^ and Amy waioea t ed 
alooehi thoHttle paAonr whieh ahe oooaplld el 
the eottogn There waa a werlr>baiket on the 
tahie—hat ahe did not work: there were hdoka on 
a dwH-^hat ahe had leoooiae to none el theae 
to bagttile the tfane. She war planged la deep 
thonmi and the lipimaton el hor eonatonanee 
weald hifo ahewn to an ohierfer, If any at the 
were near, that tin, linoar of her reSaatiena 
waaeradtthohrfahaiily hioodlatdhai^ She 
hid iaiamed CM at i an of the eiaottrathhixn* 
ppift to the hiaafctwaahary whlobltedhnn^ 



bad perpetrated towards ber ; and she was resolred 
on yengeanoe. Amy was naturally ^e of those 
dispositions tha^ol^ly implaedble when once a 
determination or this sort wiA settled, exhibited 
no feyerish impatience to carry it out until oppor- 
tunity senred. She would bide to time—and 
therefore ber’s was a character all the more dan- 
gerous, and the revenge she contemplated was all 
the more certain to bo sooner or later wreaked. 

But it was not the sense of her wrongs which 
solely engaged her thoughts : she had to deplore 
the fall of a sister more beauteous than even she 
herself was, and whom sho had loved as tenderly 
as her cold disposition would permit her to love at 
all. She bad in the morning of that day received 
a loiter from her ^ster ; and the contents thereof 
entertwined themselves with the reflections that 
she was pursuing in regard to her own position. 

The farmer's widow was no relatto to Amy 
Suttun : but they had become aequaiated by some 
means which it is not worth while pansing to 
describe ; and when Amy had found that. the <.imo 
was approaching when could no longer be 
able to conceal her position frm the world, she 
bethought herself of Mrs* WilHs as a woman in 
whom she could confide, and of 6er iumI habita- 
tion as a place where she might bring forth in 
eeolusion the offspring of to shame and dis- 
honour. For in such a light does society regard 
the illegitimately bom ; although the mother 
have been guiltless of wanton frailty, and merely 
the victim of foulest troaieihety— as wu the case 
with poor Amy Sutton. 

It was in the afternoon, as we hive said, that 
she was sitting in the little parlour at the cottage 
when ber ear caught the sound of footsteps ap- 
proaching through the garden; and raising her 
eyes, ehe beheld Christian Afhton. Her first im« 
pulse was to order the servaat-girl to deny her to 
the young gentleman t \br be it veoolleoted that 
•when they were travelling together, abe had not 
revealed to him the full ex^nt of tosriser} en* 
tailed her by the ^Huke of Marobmentfie 
black criminality. But a eeoond thought deter- 
mined her to eee him. Be wm already acquainted 
with nearly every thing that regarded her and 
of what avail to keep tok the reat P Beside^ in 
ber solitude she could weloome him as an old ac- 
quaintance— almost as a friend: she knew him to 
be a youth of the strictest probity and honour ; 
and there is no sorrow so desperate but that it 
may dorife a balm, however slight and bownver 
evanescent in its effbat, from friendly companion- 
ship. 

Ohristian WM aeocfcdla^ inindHoed ; and with 
thatair of frank kiadnese which was naturol to 
him, he profibred-hls band.'-aayuig, **I wouldnot 
pase hy^ neighbefiibeedl, A^y, without teeing 
you— aUhovfh mg is not oompbtely my 
own.” 

^ nnfestumte yonnAWorngn had instinetivdy 
fisen on the eatMneeaf nna-wlibm ibn Mgarded 
as a superior} and then to/MniMen was at cnee 
mealed to flew. His asms af ddUmoy m 
well as his g igf f ciiity ■ hPwtUM^pNfifllad Um from 
b e t iMto that hemetiesd StoiisMinstswce} and’ 
^ ooofideiate.MOdd heat cnee .glided 

tha/oi mr s n t tspibi.hfAtbediy, 
BniWMplMMt'aosry that .ha bad bitwiiid tqMD 
Aha’.gaaigMi«m's fUsaij^ gabMif dlaatad mi 


at vn otmr. 

she was: but he had presented himself there with 
a kind motive— for the tale she had told him in 
tho railway carriage had enlisted his apathy mi 
her behalf. 

« You can no longer be ignorant, Hr. Ashton,** 
Amy at Isiigth savl, while hej^bountenance was 
sufTosed with the glow of mingled shame and in- 
dignation, '‘of the reason whiohr led mo into this 
seclusion. I sm unhappy— so unhappy, Mr. Ash- 
ton, that were it not for the sake of revongo I 
should not eiiqg to life. But, Oh, revenge will be 
so sweet l.«Maid deadly indeed shall its nature bo 
when the proper time for wreaking it arrives!" 

" Qteat though .your wrongs ho^a been, Amy,** 
said Christian, in a tone of gentle remonitrance^ 
"think you that you do well thus to keep your 
mind in a atate of tneessunt excitement by brood- 
ing over this hoped*fbr vengeance P" 

"It has become to mo the sustaining food of 
exUteno^," answered the unfortunate young 
woman; "and if 1 petibh m tho eoaifold I wiU 
have the lifo of that mini Unless indeed it be 
possible to wroak some T/aageanoe which ho aqy 
live to feel 

"For heaven's cake, Amy, ^eak not in tbia 
dreadful mannerT* exelalaied Christian. "flDo 
talk of taking the life uf the Hoke of Mardkmsnb 
displays a fn^tfol ieoklesiiifss in respect to yomr 
own life." • 

"And what hive I to iiue for P" denundsd the 
young woman, with even a fleree sternness. " Not 
for tho child that will bathe nifsprtog of mingled 
outrage and shame ! No,*.' the added bitterly s " I 
loathe and abhor it even before it is bom 1" 

"You will think dlSSsreatly," said our young 
hero, " when the babe nestles in your bosom." 

"As soon place a viper there 1" ejaculated Amy 
Sutton. " But I was abont to tell you that I toe 
ttothing, and em have nothing— save my pceeent ’ 
hope of vengeanoe— Which binds me to life. 
When that is aocomplished, I shall be ready to die 
—or in the acoompliibmoBt of it J nmy engulf 
myssifr 

"But have ^ou no velativei,*' ashed Ohristiai^ 
infinitely pained as well as shocked by the lan- 
guage that flowed from tho lips of tho unfortunate 
young woman,—" have you no relatives who could 
be k^ to you now, and who would have to de- 
plore your fate if hj your own madness*—" 

" 1 have one relative whom 1 loved— yes, still 
lov|^" responded Amy, in a mdiirnful tone,—" a vmy 
near one— a sister : but she is likewise fiiUenl'* 

" By treaotoy also ?" asked Ohristian. 

" No— by to own wantonnem and weakness,** 
rejoined Amy. "I will tdl you a brief narrative.. 
We two sisters were left orphaae at a somewhat* 
early age t an aunt took charge of Marion.' -a m i 
other aunt took charge of me. The aunt who 
adopted Marion was the richer of the two rela- 
tives; and she gave Marion on edacation fitting 
her for the position of a lady. The aunt wl^ 
took^otoge of me, brought me up to a genteel 
servitude^-namely, the position of a lady's-maid. 
Clna.attnt died whnu I wm between dftsennmd 
riiton: X went dnto 'iervi 0 B**«nd hamnvir wmm 
earned mf toafi tnine own lidneit>iadmtcy. , 
Ify MMl MaM iMe -ifarift— qnd H ;Imm bean 
thstoi Of MM J nhetid mot emir f OMit s the ' 
the erMUMfer wet . ; 

«Mi ifo^nekiWf 4h»>«eM!thidrdtoriitoifsto 
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■ini«i&fadiM»NMair*aMiwU»CMltNMk«^ lailrxNtow*' v)» Imv aoi t|w vil* 
ihl I Moaplt 1 wM tSmoM to ipiik of Ihe voiiuiiiliomtliajihMpite 
liMrloii. IkwoiM betHfflcoH teOMMiiTtiiMf* «■• lillmi ^ 1M9» 
lofv^aPtMwi fhe^ U inM toEqaidteljr Waali^ th«dftoC iIm dwtll ktr 

M-wukI Imm pstrtd brnfiM S«Nk lint, glww o<wwiftwilly met 

yttrttgollnfliiAe wliohtdidopiidhav,ditafn^ nvi4{ aMl iMk.ttkil 
dtalji nd tin praptrty' vbieb iln iittor, intdt orwlorti^ vltith cf tMiit ihe 

JfaruNi t» ww mp^ tnay into tin pal* ritl>ly M|}tilfd« Sho^J«ifltUtrlio«Mtlln 

■MiUm of ■twnf WM ^ Umqgli font infomtUlyiii jfotardty. I bmnoiiifid^JattM; ttm btr tU* 
tbs will of Ibo dfceaitd. I ftos n awn d sA Mtsioii monii^i; fb# tdifriM tluH tbf. itao# «p4tr tbs 
it' obtain t fitiistion tt t poiffinai-^lin wbuA pfotottioii o| t wn nboit nuot was tbonos ftmi* 
bsr aoeonplifhnniitf flttsd'ber. Sbs vwt iaio t Uin It qMV aoi wUl In 
ibmilj in that otpasitjr} but in a aboal tint^ 

bsosms tbs flotua of' • asdotav. Wt wan. tbO' "The Tilltinr igaeulttod ChriatUb. li«fb 
Bart of BelHngt; and wHb bin abn lirad. antil iianaNMana>tbaa:9aa ftnMdag;>and abbotriag 
vsvy reoantl^ I tboti^ aU* tbs wbils*4tr> ab thabanyto^pM watrt. m^roaaly iaaaM 
IsMl until aoms wsska baakN^tatbabs waa a^ in^ dakaa->4n.ltal bbaaiK aa jou aaa awaiib to, tba 
bar poaition as a ganmmu fba boo Isttars ftas iaiqailona daaigBa .aC tbt Baba of ICaaahmoiKttvn 
BO an aaaiuraiios is tbat aAob Qa laating tbs^ tad ba inauHiad ana lika wiaa^'* afdoi our i|i«Mk 
aarrtos of tbs Busbaat of Mnebaaont, 1 want to tbinkinp^ar iiif wsU^bsioTod laabaUti " who ia at 
aasmyrtston bat iaatsad offiirtmgbarlifintrat ^bartnnaattbataAbationatoandobaiiabadiiatar 
n pnesptioaa in a laqnatabis ltmUj» 1 found bst tn wbom 1 bafOrJaaballaM.’* 
bmiriatiBg in tba gilded inftanjwbiib sb onoa ^Yaai tfarti%''aantinaadAmy» ^iannrundai 
‘^Miaoelaiinad itaalf to m j oomprehsnalott. *Sbeii| in thapaolaoliaiiol.tbaibtaMtt and alwfrtsr saoogli. 
the agony of my minA 1 rarealsd eisiytbiiif • is H. that yuaagb tba Bubs of Jilawbnioat’a 
nhiob laktsd to myasU^tsld bar bow I bad libo> aganay thia abaDga b her awaunatanata baa baaa 
vies fidlen, though hearsn knowa through ns ibult brought abaub. I' an C3 yat unapgtninM wdtb 
of auna l^-and toM^bat Ubawiaa wbo was tbs attlbepartMaBvlM<mbidinttinntodaaoi!^ 
author of nqrruin* Then I aans bitbar.** ^ than yaalsBdftf«*‘abs wild 
Amy oaattd auddai^y i and Obrtalian muab ^nd to*morrow I abatt baim 
pained by tbo narrt^to wbiahba had juithaaiA "Bab ia it pa ai ibW* e«alawaiu& Obnatiaib 
aaid in a gentle yoies, ftar firom tbs annnsr in abooksd at the impisonon wbiab. Amg'a atata^ 
vbioh you brsks ott, that you banB aotfamg to add maah bad Juat’ left upoU' bia miad^ ? that your 
in reapost to psnltanos and^ rsfotmation on tbs fiatas can aaoapt boana at tba haada.of bin «bP 
part of your ontngaislsrP n baa dona auablirabnraiif unto yunrarlfP*' 

** Alas, nothing fsapooded Amy Jkitton* ^ Ss Amy Sultan did not Inunsdiotai^' ananer our 
Ibr from aeobing totuminto a bsitei pstbyMwisn bsro'a qimlioni but. aba looked at bin bead in 
baatskenadownwurditspia tbsoaresrwhidhabi the fbee with a peonliar aup r aiaio n *»«n n d tbon 
is punuing. The Bui of Bsltiags dinofsied tbat aaid^ "Tba mferbinate Marion ia not ao? deeply 
abo waa ibitUeas to himji and in a moment he dapraTsA net' at leaf to affuy good foaling, that 
diaourtad bar. Yea-mareileMly, thsogb- parfaaps ahnia iadiflbiBiitanougb ttf bar aiafcar'a wfongt at 
bis aafority waa justifiable saougb, he tuinad bat' to aaatpt fiuroaia frsB tba author of them^, 
adrift into the atreeta^— atrippiiig bar of araiy Aabtonl Sha mill, a w ap w me in tba puran* 
velneble end costly gem with whloh bo bad'pro^ aaoe of mg- Mfsngr^ if. opportonity may aarfa; 


aented her during the turn aba waa under bio pro- 
tection. Whet reaouroe bed ahtf The unforto. 
note girl found her way to a beuaeof fa ahaonable 
infomj^ wbiab ia not ahogatbar'— at least in one- 
aeose— unknown to you.’* 

" To me f' ejaeulaled Obriatian, in the most un« 
feigned aatoniahment : and then with a look of 
indignation, he aaid, "I aaa 
Button—** 

"I did not mean to ofomd nor to iaault you,** 
responded the young woman. "The foabiooabio 
boose of infamy to which I allude, la thet aamt 
Madame Angel^ue*! 


ani foom aomoMbiog- wbiab iba biota in.hat lettar* 
tbeio it a obanao that bar aarfioaa mar pfm 
tbui arailabla. Bat, Obi if Morion ooalu but bo 
is this that dweliain mj ipindl 
And aawv aftotaU Z hatfo told you of tba dsgra- 
datian of aay riatei, and with your knowladga of 
my own shaiaa and diabonour, I asb what bafo Z 
you, Mist| worth lifiag for-uBlaae it be for rerenga-HuiA 
wberefoio aMmld I eonliaue le otiug to lifo whan 
once that rayenge ia aeoompliahed ?'* 

Gbfiatian andaavourad to reaaea with the yonog 
woman in a paopat manner < but sht was deaf to, 
all bit samanatraaeai'*-ber mind was eridentiy 

<.1.1. J I * 


"Ah, 1 comprehend 1** cried ObristiaD,--" tbt I Battled upon tba wraakiog a daadbr TSUgaaiip 


place where those dreesee were made, the diebolieal 
use of whieh so nearly prored fatal to the cberac- 
ter of the Buefaeee of Marobmontl" 

“The earner*' Amy replied i "for tie atnoalioa 
ef a dreeuMker bea been for yearn carried on by 
Madame Angelique, aa a Mind for the loailbaoint 
trefoo which she pureuee beMnd the aoenen** 


of Bome aort agafnat the Buke of Harobrnowii 
end our bent saw with pain end' sfwrow that 
no fofondtr argomeul aould diteei ban foon bar 
Ui He tbarafort at leaftb rar to da* 

part. 

"I bare not ai^ yeb a^dained,**' ba laifi, "Ibi. 
preaiaa nottra of iii9»vinb} aad from ao me tbi n gr 


AndyettheBuaheBaheraatfpalxonisadharab whieh yen jouaaalf let droia it may be. imaaoa* 
nnothae^^* obmrfed our hero, eery te nmbe the oflbtwliieh I birt erigiaaHf in-* 

"Tbt--bat in 'tdtal^ignflraaaeof thoreel ahui tended. Judging from all yfoi told aio in tba 
faeterof timtAoiiae^'* rsjoinad Amy; ** and in the raOamjNarrligo aomt wartca baekb I fofMiad tbnt 
maanar Madame Anjaligue baa bad many yon purpaaad.to latiio into aome aatlunon btio 



flur mlmiu or m oavut 


^ kaowi^ bow yoa might bo litiioM la a 


iDAnoial point w. — 

"AiboiiMnd tliAnk( Mro Aihtor/* Miponded 
An bttt 1 lin?e tufitownt for nil m j pnrpoiM. 
Though dooUnlng Ibif genorous offer, 1 uamot tho 
ten fomiblo of jonr wall>motnt lund nei j t na d i 
fhall bo for tfor gruteful.*' 

'ObriaUin took bia dapartnroj tad wtnniiag to 
Ibo aUtion, ha prooaadad bj iba nait train to Lon* 
ddBo On bia nrriral in iba Britbb matropolii^ ba 
rapuirad airtight to lira, linatulty'a houaa in 
lurtimor Btiaat^ Otfandiih Squaraj tad lira. 
Iftotulty in paaaon opanad tho front door to ra* 
oeira him. 

^ Wall, mj dear Mr. ^hton, it la qnito an ago 
ainoa I aaw 70a I" axolaimad tha lodging*houaa- 
koapar, with bar blaadaat amilaa and moat amiablo 
IooIm " Whara ha? 0 jou baan Ibr tha laat two 
monthaf Bat» daar me I how jon ara improfing 
—and what a ^ handaonw^ yonng man jon ara 
growingl A lad^ of mj aga maj p^you auoh a 


aomplimanli you Iniow. Bat ] 


Tour 


at pr» wi 

room ia all raady for your raaaption. I hara got 
rid of that odmaa dd ooapla who naad to look np 
thair Caa^nddy and daaant thair winn far tham< 
Wonldyoabaliafait, Mr. Aahtonf— they 
want away without ao mueh aa gifing tha maid a 
abgla ablUing for haiaaif j and thay took off with 
IhM tha lag and wing of a fowl whieh thay had 
Ibr tha prationa day*a dinnar 1** 

^My room ia raady for ma, youaay f*' aidlaimad 
Gkriatian in aatoniahmant. 

^ Taa<«-to ba aura 1** raapondad lira. ICaoaulay. 
** Did not Mr. BadeUffa tall yon in hia lattar* 

^'Ha maraly told ma that immadiataly on my 
anitral In London 1 waa to ooma to Mm, and that 
1 naad not taka up my aboda prarionaly at any 
tufam or lodguig-houaa." 

**To ba aura not r cjaanhitad lira. Maoauby. 
*Aiid whara waa your ahrawdnaaa, my daar Mr. 
Aahton^ whan you fldlad to oomprahand that Mr. 
BadaUfh OMafl too to taka up your aboda baraP 
All ia aattlad and anangadi and it waa on your 
aoooant I got rid of thoaa odioua Johnaoni^ with 
thair maannaaa and atlnginaml Ah, you hare 
brought all your Inggaga withyou P 3 ^*arigbt I 
But, daar ma 1 don’t think of paying tha cabman 
tfli ha haa earriad it up*atoira for you— —And 
mfaad^ my mang" aba added, addraaaing haraalf to 
tha indiridual in quaatioi^ "that you don't knook 
tha paper offHha walla wHh tha aonar of that 
groat b» Now do walk in, Mr. Aahion.” 

"But whara ia Mr. Badriiffa P” inquiiod our 


"Ha wfU bain preaantly todinaar— at aia o’olo^ 
•auauaL It ia 01 ^ half*paat ffra— and yon ha?a 
tbaralbra planty of tiom for a litda phat with aaa. 
By tha bya^ 1 and that odioua ijira. Bifldn ara aa 
mimh at daggara-drawn aa afar, although 1 gif# 
that magnifiant party in tahon df our laoon- 
aflihllQn. Butababahafadinflunooriyl Shawant 
and trid Mra. WanklUi, who talAite Ohowlay 
wbkhkaapalhababy-UnaB warririraa lntha Tot. 
tb^amOaurtBoadg that 1 ahonid auy fh»t Mr. 
HogbiU M toM ina that both tha Mlaa Qhowlayi 
aaMajir thair a^ at Oaptain Blaff. But 
la l&r>bi ri iB h 1 daeiaral— a g^ twenty 
‘ iMbdatimar 

tpra not at all aorrj tUt Ilia; ICaaau* , 
garrulity thould ba out' mit by tha appear- ' 



anoa of hia friend,— at whoaa handa ha raealrad a 
moat oordlat walooma. lira Maaaulay waa tary 
anzioua to hara the paying of tha oabman, with 
whom aha would ao doubt hara got up a plaaafmt 
little diapttta aa to tha amount ot ^ frra 1 but 
Cbrutian out tha hiattar abort by dippipg inio tha 
man’a hand a gratuity aq liberal that it made him 
touoh bia bat to tha donor, and than bbatow a look 
of inablent triumph on lira Maoaulay. 

Ohrittian aaoompaniad Mr. Badeliffa to thia 
gantUman'a aittingwroom,— whara dinnar u 
apaedily aarrad up. Mr, Badeliilb oonTaraad on 
ganaral topiea during tha rapaat; and aa ha wu 
ofidantlj poatponing hia aipianation of tha raa- 
aona which had induoad him to aand for Ohriitian 
to London, onr hero did not' thifl& it proper to put 
any quaation on tha point. Ono or two little air- 
oumatanoai howafar itruek him. ffrom the vary 
drat moment of thrir aaquaintanoa Mr. Badoliffa’s 
manner had bean intariably friendly t but now it 
,waa moat, kind and eren affaetionata. Eb mora- 
otar aontamplatad Obrladan frequently and diadlyi 
and after thoaa aarnaat anraaya ha would aink into 
a profound rafario. All thia our young hero oonld 
not poaaibly foil to notioai a^ ho tharafora 
awaited iba coming aiplanatieni with aQ tho more 
eager ourioaity. 

The repeat waa alaaitjl^ aipij— the daaaart and 
y wara plaoad npan. tfa table— and Mr. Bad- 
oliifa than quaationad Ohriatian aa to all that ha 
bad baan reoantly doing. Thora waa aomething in 
tiiat gantlaman’i manner whiob inritad tha fullait 
aonfidanoa; and our hero aaoordingly ravaalad to 
Mr. Badoliffo bin loTC for laaballa l^eant. Hia 
related afarylMng wliioh had oeourrad at Bama- 
gatai and hafnig brought down tha narratira to 
&o point at wbiob it ia already known to tho 
raador, ha oonolndad in tha foUowing manner:— 

" Yaatarday moraing’a poet brought Min Vin- 
cent a latter, oontaii^g the atartling announoa- 
ment that hw oouain the Bari of LMoallei, and 
her aunt tha Coontaai^ had oaaaad to axbt: ao 
that all in a moment laaballa found haraalf tho 
hairaaa of fora aatataa and immanae wealth. When 
aha had racoTarad from tha ahook wbioh the iutel- 
liganoa of that fotal aooidant or double auieida— 
whiehaTor it waa— naturally eauaad her to oxperi- 
onoe, tha amiable and foithfol girl gave ma to 
undantand that if the auddtn poaaeaaion of wealth 
were a wuroe of laUafoetion, ih,waa baoaoaa it 
would in duo time onablo her to prara tbaainaarity 
of that lore whiob aha aotartaini for nia»" 

"My daar aiolaimad Mr. Baddilfo, withn 
dagraa of aouitanrant which wu Tory unnuiai on hia 
put, "1 am rtjoioad to loam that yon hero found 
ono who ic ao ominantly daaarring of yonr own 
darotad lore, and who osparianou ao true a aanti- 
mant in ratnrn. But oontinnt. What alaa hara 
yon to taU map" 

"Tha bridal of Sir Bdgar Bararicy and hie 
baantiftd , Laura wu oalebratod yaatarday,” eon- 
tinned our harai "and aooii after tho oaromony 
they eat off for London, whara they pnrpou to 
pua tha hoooyauon. laaballa aaum ^ niad tham- 
Sha oonld not Jonrnpy alono; and, u a mattor of 
unm^ it wjm not diaerut for mo to travel with 
bar. She hu gone to that manaioji whfob aha 
origtoalty antorad a fo w^ ymtha in u alato • 

uSairiatopa^ 
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■erred Mr. Badeliflbfolimiax. ” Bat y r eeied ^ wy ) deer Wy, Uwee k eothiBg lhat Iwill aoidftlM 
deer OhriiliMi.'^ i } yoaieelf eid#ea» rieterl^ 


<*It wee orighieQy eneeged," eoBtlaeed oar Ohrirtiea herteeeJ le ewoie Me beaefaefcr lhal 
young her% **.thet I dumld romein et Tteer eofitf ftoia dUriaa loeefeiele froahiaitortottfa 
Honee until tbie motainyi ead^relbreb eviii> II eleeirbdK 1* wow ffape Irim the utnoil pUeeue# 
thb moraine’s poet hed not brought me your hind to dwell beneelh the eew root 
letter^ 1 should heToretumod to the matropcOlB to* *Sa he fbe the pfoeiBt^* eaeirefed Mr. Bed* 
dej. Best eesured/my deer sir, that I wu most difli. " A» im Ohmiaeb let her tennSa whom 


, let her temeSa whom 


eaxioos to ob^ your sammoiis with eU possible ehelss it is impONlble thel she oea be ia betier 
despetohc but still I oottld not help belting Iw ea oompenioiishlp^ or with a Idader friend. 1 he? e 
hour by the wey, to risit eh uafrrtuaeto ereetaie hmg known the g r ia eeee Undere^-^But enoughi 
rietim ol the Boko of Hei^moat’e r ^ Ohrlrtieal Let your sister eOatihnie to dweU with 
’*jLh!'* ^eoileted BedoBdbf. ^wlma jfiU tide her a^nes e — uBtfl —^” • 

men's erimes oeese to displey thetMilvoe to me eS dad egeia Mir. Be^p^ slopped eboH^tee if 
OYsrj stepi wkin will hie eereer ol iaienlty ho eteiy insteat ho worn Areid thet fat tfae eaoilo. 
ondedf’ meat of hit lie dwald be.heliMied into 

"Ke?er,Ifrar/*teepoiided()hrietiea;"natillue the atlereoee of eemeth ing moro ihea he might I 
exUtenoe itsetf oeaeee." • ehooee to refeoL Bat our yonaghifoweeliniw 

Oar hero tAa, at Mr. Bedeliflbre reqaestb aer. too fall of taitod omotkme to peraoif% madi lose 
rated ereiy thing he hed heerd from tho lipi of th^ to easpeot the pseoiee aetare of thQio> llel wom 
unfortnaets young womea«.^aol eroa omitting tho agiletmg his heasAiotor | ead egeia wee hiaheert^ 
peinful episode ia respsot to her eleter Menoa. Mt greUtade poared forth to Mr. BodoUBb* 

Mr. BedeUfo Usteaed with tho despsst'atteatbai This geatleiiiea now stid to oar herOt "Tsil mi^ 
ead when the yoath’s aerratbre wae broaght to a Obrittiea, gefrythiag oeaaooted with ;^ur oerKer 
termiaetioB, Mr. Beddiib eddissssd him la tho yeere i ttfoel to mo ia fttUesI detail all thel re* 
following menneri— garde yoarsalf ead yoar sistari from your emel 

^ My deer Ghiiot|eD, horn Ufsiything thet yoa iafoatile raooUeetlooa down to tho period when I 
here told me, 1 dednee erideaese of your ^ht diet beeeme eeqaeiaied with you ia Loadoa. Bo 
prineiplssb the generosity of your dispotitlon, and not think it is mere idle eurios^y oa my parts . 
the intriasio esoellefos of your ohereeter. At the bat I fool eo deep ea fateresk ia your amiable 
▼siy first L expsiienosd fadi an interest in yoar sister ead yonrssl^ thet eforythuig wbloh ia eay 
behelf^-iadeed sash an etteehment towerde yoar* way eonoerae you le of Importenoe ia esj eetime* 

! self end your sister, that 1 should heft et onoe Uoa.** • 

proposed to plees you ia a eonditei of inde- Christiea pioeeaded to oomply with Us hsae- 
pendsnes i bat 1 frit hpw mush bettor it was to Aetar*s reqasslt his aarratife was howetir ooa* 
leers you to eat the breed of iadostry for e time, oise enough, end was speedily told. 

' 1 hers kept my tye upon yoai ead 1 hare also * To-morrow,” said Mr. Bedoliffb, ”immsdietoly 
been ewers that your sister wee most eomfortoblj after breekfost yoasiheU go and fotoh your listor 
sitaetod under the friendly cere of the Prinesss A to pern the dey wim as. I will give yon e note 
Indsrtbsd. The period has now arrlTsd when you for tho Prinesss ladoti^ so thet her assent shall 
must no longer bo left to shift for yourself in tim et onoe be ooneeded. Ah I endf i^asat your 
world. I am e lone men,* Obristiea— this you sistor, n^ deer GbriBtieD> to bring with her thoee 
already know— you may think too thet my little relim to whioh yoa here Just alluded ia your 
hebite ere peealier, my aienners eoeentrio— «nd nerretire: for, ae I here said, ereiythiag that le- 
for a single moment yoa doubt whether you can garde you has an iatoieit ia my ^ee ead— 
be happy beneath the seme roof with mys^, you ead 1 here a ouiiosity to see those eberished ob> 
absU^be proridsd for elsewhste— until sueh turn jsots whibh belonged to your deceased ssothei^ esri 
when*—” wbieh your juum Mr. Aahton planed ia year 

Mr. Bedoliflhiheiitetod for a fow lnet|Bto| and hende when yoa were both old enough to reerito 
the expreeiion of some etrong emotion pemed orer posseesloa of them ead to eppreointolt.” 
his oountoaeace. He then added, ”Vatil sueh We need not fhrthar estaad the dasoriptioa 
time thet your bseutiful IiebsUe'e period of of tUa toueUng ead petbelieeqy exoiting. aseae 
moamiog ehell he ended md you may eeoompeay which look pliM betwoea Mr. Bedeliflb ead out 
her to the alter.” hero. Buflloi it to aay thet the resseiader of the 

Again Mr. BedsHflb peuaedt he roee from hit erenlag wee pemed ia moet friend^ ooarecsitkm 
leal- paced twice to end fro in the apartment— on tho part of the benefootor end the recipical el 
ead returning to hie chair, said, "Think not^ my Ue bouatiee | eo thet when Christiea lojfre^ ^ 
deer Christiiu^ thet when the dey of your mar* Us ooaeh, he had srsry reaeca Ip frljritMir ' 
liege errirssb you will lead Mis* Vincsut to the Umsslf upon this ersning as bsing Upe of lie 
alter ea a dependent oa her own fortumk Kol— happiset ead most ftotaaete la ‘Ml rpernwhet 
yoa shell bare wealth, Ohristien— rest easored that ebsquersd existonoe. 

you ibett here weelth-ead et Isett ee ea equal Immedletoly after bisehfoit in the mofalpg^ 
ahelf yow lead bm to thet alter. Perhaps— pst^ Obristiea lopeiied to the rilla uf the Priasim 


hepe - i. ■ ” Indorei and on siiiriag thms^ he was moekfim* 

But Mr. BedslUfr stopped short} tad our really embreead by Us lorlqr end 4ipli|htoi 
Tomg hsro^ throwing Usssslf et the feet of Ue sistor. Ibcpa the Priaosm he expsrleiiqid a moil 
benefoetor, took Ufkand ead presstd it te Us ooidiel wrieomes ead sueh was the state of Ue 
lipa. Mr. BedeliA^ who was profoundly efibeto^ own fosMaga with ell his present p w q e s eto of hep. 
semothsd down the ourlihg messe s oi Ohristfeah ptMia tMi he did not perealfe how. foe a m o toeat I 


m Kimam €» thi ootot. 


boon treinliM, tad hair th« oolour wtnt tad 
Mme on her megaideent eonntoBanoei u Ir pn- 
lentedjfco her Olement Iteddtffe's latter. She re- 
tired to MMlIitr apntiaeiit to pentee itj and the 
twine were left alone together. Then Ohrietien 
infenoed hie aleter of eferjthiag that hid tikeo 
plaoe t>etween himaelf end Mr. Bedettffo' on the 
preeedSng evening; and our amiable joang hero- 
ino waa hiflniteij rejoiced to hear that her belofed 
heother need no longer eondder himaelf depen- 
dmit <m the preearioue ohanoee of oooplojiMt 
fit the meane of enbaietoDce. 

Bp the time Ghriaiian'e eiplenatunM were 
iidahed, the PrinceM of Inderabad returned to 
the rooea where abe had left them together; and 
her Higfaneaa at once inbmatad to Ohriatina that 
it waa with infinite pleaanre dm granted the re- 
foeet oonteped in Mr. Badclillb*a note. But if the 
twina had bean more aoouatoBMd te penetrate into 
the human heart-4f thej had move ouriodtp in 
eludping the looki of in^tiduela — thep might 
hare aaapeoted fiial there wee more (n Mr. Eed- 
Beddiib^e hiUet than a mere raqi&tt^ Ohriatina 
adghlbaapavadforthedi^; tfa^ wodd haeo fan- 
iiad thare waa aomathing whioh waacof paauUar 
fa tten ea ta nd importanae to the Indian hidp hkowiae. 

While on their wap in a ^trad vahide from | 
Bapawater to Mortimer Str^ Ifio twina had I 
laiittro flir addittonal explanaliona. Ohriatian 
mada hie delighted aittar aaquaintad with tha 
ohangt that had taken plaea in raqiaot to laabdla 
BinooBtMdiow aha had baooma poaaaaaad of an im- 
menat fortun o "■a n d how in her altered podtien 
■he had renewed the aainranoee of lore and eon- 
etanaj lowavde our hero. And then Obrialfaia re- 
ekled, in Ihtter detaili than dia had written te her 
brother when he waa at Bamtgate, tha partionlara 
of tha oatmge die had ttBdmgone when eh# waa 
fiaeiUp oarried off from the dUoi and whon aha 
waa raie a ad bj Lord Oetariu Mavedith. The 
artiiae gM oonoealed notWngi the euplained to 
her brelbar alf that had oceui^ between heradf 
and the pooag aoblemen} and while Cllirldian es- 
pveemd hieappvomi of thwoonree ihe had edoptod, 
be eoold not help raping to her in a low^ .leiider, 
eompaadonadog roioi^ "1 am afidd, mj awaat 
tialer, that pour effeotione are indead mere or leae, 
•antved in Lord Ootarianf" 

^ Chriitha," replied the weeping, bluahUig girl, 

* X hare etilren-dieavea- alone eon tdl how I hare 
atriten— to hanMi that Imago from mp mind $ and 
X have not baen able I I bare praped to to 
■naaouf and iqphdd me in mp taaki bat mj tarp 
prapava haire aaemed to hnpraae that image all the 
more fteeibfp on the menicrp of pour unbtppp 
abler; Xihonld deem n^aelf rmj guiltp, ware it 
net that X know that we peer weak piof tala hare 


te piwfeatoaoh eiieamiteoaa aatfiaaa from leading 
le into error.** • 

*^anror»mpdoareataiderr eiabiinedOlifiathmt 
"aaontion qpt that word in oonaaitin ntth poor 
ewB pwie mfi Tirtaoue eelf I** 

ObibllimMiaiedJier biptlier*a hand fnlohM of 
gvatitd01|r the eonfidenoe ha thiii lepoead in 
bar, aafioliAieb ahe kaew heraelf to be ao eom- 



and than aha raid in a tiemuloiii, 
-- «Miut 1 toMr.BedoUffemake 


did not immediatalp anawar t he m- 


fleeted proCaundlp. At length be miA^ mp 
aweet iiatar— theae we matleia tee taered to be 
diaouaaed eaTO and exoept with a revp near and 
dear ralatiea. Mr; Badoltffe b mp banefaotor,— 
and nothing mora. 1 lore him— warmuit Mb 
lore him: and irhe abould demand pour fbUeat 
eonfidenoe in all and ererp roapoe^ f van to pour 
moat aeofft thought# muat pou apeak 
franklp. But not of poar own aaoord, dear Chrb- 
tma, need pou Muntear esplanationai it would 
be with nn n a wa aa r y qiontaneouanoaa infiblfaig 
pain upon poaraalll AhJ 1 raoollaa^ in reftraoee 
to that outrage wfakh mada mp blood boiJ^ deareat 
Chriatina^X wrote to Mn Bedeliflb from Kama- 
gal^ talltng hue what had happened, immadiatelp 
after the receipt of pour, letter deaerlbing tha ok> 
eumatanoaa : for 1 hare oonatantlp beenin the haM 
of thuf oommunbating with him who baa now 
proved ao ganeroua a benefaotot; aaaauffad ma 
bit night that he b not ignoraal who the vile 
neMtheremof thaontragewaa, and that die will be 
pnnbhed for that and other oflbneea lahleh hart 
ooma te hb knowledge.** 

The vehiab now atopped at Mti. MaotuUqr'e 
konae; end that fomab hwaalf aame forth to wal* 
eoma Ohriatina* 

"Dear me, Miaa Aahipnt'’ azefadmad the gw* 
rukua bndbdp, " how wondarfoUp pou have im* 
proped ainoe laatlaawpoal I waa taUing powr 
brother peataidap that he too had improved : bnt 
ledUp in reapeol to pouiielf— W* 

"Mp dow Mra. Mbeaabp,** eidd Ohriatlii% 
•miling and bluafaing, " pou aro pbaaed to oomph- 
ment mot but X oan aeauvo pon>— — ** 

"Oh, no oompttmant at all I** Intaijeeted the 
gaivubua bndbdpt "pou are the moat beautiful 
araatnro that avw honowed tha Ihreahold of my 
honae bp eroadng it* Ah I and tkaiu b that odioua 
Ifeai SifUB leeWng out of her perloar-window--* 
end ehe wfll be read j to aat her own head off with 
a^te at aaaing auoh an alagant young genttaman 
and anah a dhmnning young lady onterbg at mv 
door.** 

I "Bather an impaaaibb foait fiirUm. Sifkin to 
I parferm— b it not^ Mra. Maoaubp f*' obaerved 
; Ohriatian, amiHng goed-naluradlp; " and oertainip 
ona for tranaoandmg fiie importanoe of the oaoa- 
tbtt/* 

"Ob, you know not the apite of that odioua 
woman |*^ enobimed Ifoa. Maaauby. " It warbut 
tbo other di^ aha told Miri. BunUep, which doaai 
mp maDglhig-*--<-Aih 1' I fo^t,*' 
worthy woman, anddonlp internqvting heraelf, 
"I have iuoh newt for you I Only look here— in 
paiterdep*a paper, atoongat tha liat of Bankruptt 
— Mt. Samari Brnmanud of the great Otothing 
Bmpoiiuml Gone all to Maihee--aiid aarve him 
right 1 That great ooaraa tnlgar-loeking wife' of 
hie won't ho bung with maaiifw gold ehaina any 
more^ Mn turl^with aanaagee at Ohrbimaa. 
But I aat that you art in a hurry; and Mk. 
BadaHffo b waiting nnmoiiBlp for you botin** 

Mra* Maoaubp-^who had hitharto bdirad' tha 
wap in the paaaagl^ that ahe might indulge in her 
gi^ouipropenaiUea and have thb littb ebat with 
tha twbi-Hioweteppad aabb; and they wera ena* 
bled to paaa her- Th^aaeended teMv.BeddlUMi. 
attting-apafflBWM^whereOhiiltiaaetperbBeed (ba 
khidM webomo from that gentieman. After a 
Utib oenfeieatian Mr- tieddUlb bgiilriri wfaetbw 



TH» umeuMU hi/Mfitma * w, 

ake hftd broiaipht with btr IboM mhohmIs of bit with you oter thoae memoriala of the mother who 
teof deceeaed mothea, whid^ tbaongh caiiiWeii, died in tout inlkaojl Tea lore and rereio hot 
he had oapwiaad a with to beholdf memorj^-^-Oh I nefer fhU thus to obenah'^IAnw 

** 7ea»^ auaweted our heroine, with a tone owd to cling to ittw-lhr H ia ai^eet to think of^ do* 
look of tender aedneM^ os she ptodoned a small parted parent who is now a saint in beaTonl** 
easiest of oi^ntal workmaaobipi and whidi was At the same memeat the same ideaetntdc tho 
one of' the numeroin gifts ehe hid reosifed fiom twins ; - fc n ai taBSo«sly too wore their looks bent 
the Friaeess of loderiiad. in eegsr anjdlls' iaguiry upon Mr. SodelUfe*8 

Mr. Bedcftfifo took the oadket from her hand**- eountenanoe t %nd their lips gaveuttaranee at tho 
and opened at with *as mveseotial an air as the same mesnent to pmiBely thosmao woidi. 
twins themsolrsi ooold hare diqdayed when pro- *‘Our mother-^id you fcnow^her 
eeoding to tho contemplation of memorials that so Mr. Beddiilb tamed asido-4aiied his hand Co 
intimately eoneemed themsehos. First be drew his brow— and for on instikiit leemad to stagger as 
forth a long tress of raaen hair— a tiesa which we if under the influence of « hatrioaas of memuriee 
hare described in an earlier ohapter of thia narra* sweeping tfaroagh his brain. The orphsaa watehSd 
tire as one that muat hare constitnted port of a him wi^ a still more ea{nBSt gts e --n stUl mofo 
luxuriant mass which might hare formed the anxioaa inteieat than beforgt fw they flilt » if 
glory of a queen— aye, or the enry ef a queen!— they stood upm the threshold of hitberto mMnCi^ 
and while he surfeyed it with a l^g and earnest dpeted mrealings. 

attention, the brother and eister .instinctirely **Yes— 1 kiMW her,** slowly responded Mr. 

wound their arms about each other's nock, and Beddiffe, again taming towsrds the brother and 
pressed each other's hand, os they exchanged /asters knew year poor mother I It is Ibis 
looks of unspeakable fondness. Then Mr. find* droumstanoe, my dear obildreo, which inspitas 
difie drew forth from the casket a boantiful gold me with so ririd an interest on your behalf 
watch of delicate foshion and exquidto frorlnnaa* But you mast ask me no questions at present— I 
ship ; and as be contemplated it, the teen trickled esn tell yota nothing more yet ! The time may 
down bis oheeks. shortly come when— —But do not pseas me newt 

** He foals for us," whispered Christian to his Above all things, bmatfae not a syllable elsewhere 
eiflter : ** this excellent ‘kind-hearted man— the tft what hM taken place between us I Let it be 
most generous benefactor we have ever knowq— sufficient for yoa to know that in me you hava 
fods for our orphan condition." found one who will watch oasr your interests*— 

** Yea-*Mr. ^ddiffe can apprfoiate,** reloaded who will study your welfase***aiid who will be 
Christina, "the fedihgs with which you and I, dear unto you both as a friend, a gaardiatt» and a 
brother, have been wont to gaaa for hours end fotber I" 

hours on the messoriils of a mother who was Mr. Bedolhfo folded the twins in his arms, and 
wnatched from ns ere we hod intelligence to eom« wept over them. They knelt el fast feet, marmur- 
prebend her loss T* ing forth in broken voices the expressions of their 

Gtement Beddilfo now> opened another littfo gratitode: for it was sweet indeed— Ah, it was 
packet which he toek :^m the casket j and this sweet for tills youthful brother and sister to pos- 
packet contained two vinga. Oue iias been atrestiy sess the fnendship, ike gaudumtiiip, and the love 
described as a wedding-ring i the other, likowiso a of one who bad known their mother I He rsieed 
lady's, was of no oonaidorable value but of ox- them up from their kneeling posture: again he 
qaiiite workmanship. And now Mr. Bedeliffe embrao^ them both; and than tslookisg the 
proceeded to the window with these two riogs I and oasket, he said to Christina, "Keep you these 
as he contemplated them, his beck was turned to- volueli^, my dear girl, with the most leduloas 
wards the orphans. Thsve be remained for at care I— keep them, I eay, not merely as the meiao- 
least live minutes— motionless es a statue— with rials of your deesassd mother, but as oljeoti 
hu eyes evidently riveted upon the rings ; and tiie which may sooner or later prove of importauM in 
orphans did not approach him. They atiU foit another cense." » 

psrsttfied that in the goodness of his heart he was ** Will you keep them for us P" asked both the 
deeply touohad gn their aoooant» while surveying twins^ spmdciBg as it were in the same breath, 
these relies of their long dead mother. * It was Mr. j^doliffo reflected for a momnt : end then 
nltcgether a soene of the most pathutio interest; he said, " Yei^ 1 will keep them!— but 1 hope and 
-and the tears were triokliag down the beautifully trust it will only be for a short while that 1 mey 
handsome face ef Cheistian and the sweetly beau- thus foel it safer to take charge of these valuables 
tiful conntenaBeo of Qhtistiae. —and then sluitt they bo restored unto you. fodc 

Mr. BedoHflb at length turned slowly away from me nothing more now— and let us turn the ton- 
the window. Sis complexion, which has been versation upon Other subjects." ' 

tiecoribedas being made op of saUowneisbroiiied Mr. BedoKfre hastened to lock up thatwlMl lu 
with the sun, now appeared of n dead white: his a Moitre plaee ; eiftl -the remaieder ef thetil^ wm 
face was.iiideed gheel^ pile. That oold stern look passed hybimielf end the orphans witis^foah aflbe* 
wUoh he babitnally wore, nnd whioh wm elmoit tionate and friendly intercduiM wfrMi sniunBy 
ernumine, ebUliiig thebeboldsrwbo WnnMoiic- followed tbeamnMtlMShad tahenplMi^end the 
tomedtoit— had totally disappeared, and wus sue- new light in which thny sscpistfo^y etsod— 
sseded>bym» ef the deepest melaiiehfdiyt but it namely, be in thsir gnaidhsaani 'proteoter/nnd 
mma uMwitfuiiiem that had somell^ timyMtbegMtef^ Miplsnfoef Ids Idndoefigsrf 

w s I sB sn In fo. He edvimcii tsssesfo Ibe twhwi bisboiiiilp. 
smd tihmgtiMfr Imndsb* said* hi n voioe thnt wus 

I iiMon ioMf uim pon-haneefo rth I sw ^wssp 
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GHAFTEB XO. 

c 

VHl IMIBLBTI AetllV. 

Wi mvil onea moM raqueat the reader to aoeom- 
paB 7 Be to the Smedleje’ habitation aOnated in 
ono of thoie namw etreota whioh lie between 
the lower parte of the Waterloo and Weetminater 
Boada. The honae had preoiaelj the aame appear* 
anoe aa when we flrat deaeribed it in an earlier 
ehapter of thia narratife— with the diflbreaoe that' 
then waa a neatly written card in one of the win- 
dowa, announdag lodginga to let The braaa plate 
oh the front door, indioating the aroeation of Mr. 
Smedlej aa a goldbeater, waa well poHahed, aa waa 
lie wont I the gilt arm^ olntehing the hammer in 
ita Bat aa a fkrtber illuatration of that indiridoal'e 
ealling, waa equally reaplendent. '-Tbo two win- 
dotra of the Brat flMr had their dark moreen cur- 
taina and their white blinda aa uaad; and Mr. 
Smedley himadf was u oonatant an attendant a^ 
the ohapel next door aa when we fitat iBtrodaced 
him to our reader. ^ 

It waa etening— and Mr. and Mra. Bmedley 
were aeated together in their little pqrlour on the 
ground floor. There waa a bottle of epirite upon 
the table ; and the aomewhat inflamed oountenanm 
of Bab Smedley ahowed that aha had been indulging 
In her predileotion for atrong watera. Kot how- 
Of er that aha had imbibed thereof lo oopioualy on 
the preaent oeeaaion aa to alleot her raaaon--but 
only auflident to render hereomewhat ahaiper and 
more queruldua in her bbaerratUma to her huaband. 
They were diacuaaing the ciieumataaoea of th^ 
poeitioB, and deliberating on the plane whioh they 
ought to adopt: but it waa in low whiapering 
eoioN that they for the moat part addreaaed eaoh 
other,— though ereiy now and then the woman’a 
ejaoulationa became louder with the petulant im- 
patience of her utterance; and then Jaek Smedley 
would interpoae a timid and haatj "Hnbh I" 

PreaenUy •Mra. Smedley, oonaulting her hua- 
band’a ailrer watch wl^ lay upon the table, aaid, 
" It ia doae upon nine o*clo^ ^ack i you muit be 
off with that monev.'* 

** And 1 will juit take a fow of thoae religioua 
traote,»aaid Smedley, riaing from hia aeat t ^'be- 
oauae if 1 happen to be aeen*puttinf anything 
into thoae eha^ handle and if any queation ia 
aakad, 1 can ea^y declare that it ww one of thoae 
godiypubUeationa.** 

"Be off with you, with your god^ publica- 
ttoBar ^aoulated Bab Sme&y with an air of 
aupteme diaguat: and aha forthwith proceeded to 
mix berealf another gloaa of epirite and water. 

Jack Smedlny wrapped a poimd’a worth of rflfor 
in a pleoe of paper, and drafted the little packet 
InUawaiafoantpoahiL Melookdh»dfolof the 
laligioiiatmala; and abplaf to hie wifo^ "Whanl 
ooBM back we wiU odnilnlia ««rdalOiccatioBi^"---he 
laaued from the heuie. . 

CHaneing haatfllf up and dewn lN «flR^ 

wlththelmiNalDOkora nm>haae oonaeieoee 
dfM not 00 pure that he had notU^ to 
d s^ fl s trfy •wttoed Mi wny> Ih two or three 
oMdyHhhm 

hMdMlIvLhffPdaptd to do^ hi ad£ieaida^iBifa^ 
nfrUifSlyu In a lone of the moot fttadlyfoiZ 


Karity t but it aroa only a aery eoU reaponae that 
in eaoh inatanoe be reeeiTed. Muttering to him* 
aelf mi imprecation agalnat the indifiduala who 
were thua frigid towa^ him, Somdl^ cooUnued 
hia way; and in about ten minutea he reached 
Mint Street. Some little improfemei;^ had, within 
the laat fow yelra been made in tUa neighimttrw 
hood s but it waa atill at the time at which we are 
writing— ae it alao ia at the preaenfday— the re- 
,|ert of all aoolety*a loweat and rileat outouta. 

^fery now ami then Jack Smedley looked back 
4p aee if he were followed by any auapicioua indi* 
.^dual ; and in order to gire a colour to hia fiait 
p> thia file neighbourhood, he oecaaionally put a 
tract into aome hand that waa thruai forth with 
the expectation of recei? ing alipa. Thia proceed- 
ii^ on Mr. Bmedley'a part brought down upon 
him the curae of diaappointment or the gibe of 
ridicule I but he eared not 
At lengthiMr. Smedley reaebed the comer of a 
narrow di? erging atreet, or rather miaerable ob- 
acure alley ; and there hib beheld a couple of iU- 
looking, aqualid, ragged youtha^ atanding together. 
Theae were the brothera Bill and Tim Scott; and 
ia no wa) waa their hideoua peraonal appearance 
altered ainoe we Jrat introduced them to the 
reader. 

Bow Jack Smadlqy glanced around him with 
ofcn a more aearching anxmty than he had pre- 
figualy diaplayed : but flattering himaelf that the 
ooaat waa perfectly clear, ao far aa any auapioioua- 
looking indifidual waa oonoemed,he took the little 
packet of money from hia Waiateoat-pockeh and 
thruat it into the outatretohed hand of BUI Scott. 
The large goggle eyea of the miaerahle being glia- 
tened with a gr^y delight; and hia atunted 
brother Tim, oatohing hold of JTack Smedley’e 
aleef e, naked impatiently, " How much hafo you 
gifcd himf eoa why he*a aafe to bUk hia own 
brother, if ao be he bu a ohanoe 1" 

"You’ll And a pound in that paper," reaponded 
the gold-beater quickly. "But don’t detain me I 
—and for heafen’a aake don’t atand looking about 
in the atreet^ or • go and get drunk at any 
booaing-ken a^ make foda of youraelfea. 

"Bcfer you nflnd ui^ Mr. Sme^y 1" aaid Bill 
I Seotib the elder broUier. "But what of Barney f 
I le he took aginP— or haa nnflin been heard on 
Ihimr 

"HotMng^" rq^lied Smedleyi "and he bw not 
been retaken^ leaat not to ipy knowledge. 1 
alwaya'iook at the newapaper— 

"Well, I a’poae Barney will turn up agin aome 
of theae here d^" aaid Bill Scotti "and the 
aom^ the better— for Fm getting unkuamon 
tM of thia here hide-and-aaek aort of a Ufo." . 

"You ought to be thaakfol," reaponded Soied- 
lay, "that yonfre got auch a good friend in aae. 
Mt I can’t atop anothcf moment. ffUaday week 
— at ptedaaly the aame hour-—" 
"WhmiaIttobeP" aakad BiU Scott. 
"WhoaeP"-Hmd after an inatantPa muafom 
ffaakSnMlay added, "At the back of St. Oeorgb’e 
Chiieh." 

Hafiim thua apflfcfHii tht gnldbaalar tnmad upon 
Ua ha^ and letiaocd Ma wi^ tepidly alopg Iw 
Strait ■*liktiif erne howtfwtbe while to be aaoie 
profoab in m traal»diatribBtlon than while pa^ 
oaafiegfnihaeantraiydimetion. Ikequcnlwm. 
the MiioiegiiBiifludileh heiapMl3|;iuhgwemid 
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but he bad no particalar reifoii to suspeot that he **Thoie hungry dog^” reiponded Jaob, " were 
waa watched, dogged, or followed. at the place of appointment, waiting for their 

We must however eee what had in the j^eaocime weekly money; and I told them where to be the 
been taking place at hie own house. Immediately next time it falls due. But don't you think Bab 
aftei his departure Bab Smedl^ took a deep it is a very hard thing we should have to allow 
draught from the tumbler which she had just these fellows a pound a week-——" 
filled; and she waa sitting in rumina^n on the "How can we help ourselves P" demanded Mrs, 
topics of their recent discourse,— when a knock at Smedley, "Isn't there a warrant '.out fur Bill 
tbie front door startled the woman from her reverie. Scott's apprehennon P and isn't he therefore 
It was not a single knock— it was not precisely a obliged to play at hide-and-seek'^ and if hia 
double one, in the usual acceptance of the term, brother Tim waa to go ouf prigging in order to 
which meana a series of strokes : but it was some- keep them both, wouldn't he be dogged and foU 
thing between the two. Bab Smedley took up the lowed, so that Bill would be certain to be ar- 
eandlo from the table, and hastened to answer the rested ? There's no doubt it's bard enough upon 
■ummons. The person whom she found it the ns— but we can't help oursehres. As for that 
door was a middle-aged man— of quiet, eedata^ card there——** 

respectable appearand — plainly but deeentlv " Now do listen, Bab !'* said her husband en» 
dressed— and who looked like a cMb or smw troaUngly. " When that cursed business at Liver- 
tradesman. pool exploded, and your mother got into her present 

"Are you the mistress of the ‘bouse P" asked trouble, weren't we obliged to do all we could to 
the individual, with a bow that was sufficisiitly keep up the appearance of our own respeota- 
polite. bility P Didn't wo assure the neighbours that it 

"I am, sir,*' responded Bab,— ^atid the mastev was totally impossible Mrs. Webber could have 
too, for that matter 1" the t\|^ght within her* committed the deed— that there was some terrible 
self I for she experienced an unmitigated contempt mistake— and that her innocence would transpire 
for her husband, and the feeling was inseparabla on the trial P" 

from her ideas. • "And the neighbours don't believe us,** inter- 


"Can I say a few words to youP" tdesd the I jected Bab, sullenly. 


stranger. 


" No— I'm sorry to„ say they don't altogether 


"To be sure!" replied Mrs. Smedley, without j believe us,** responded her Jiutband; "or at least 


however making the slighteet move ee ia invita- 
tioD for the individual to enter. 

" You have lodgings to let P" he laid ; but look- 


di^n!t know exactly what to think. They speak 
cool and look distant: but I do my best to ride 
it with a high hand, and .seem ae if I did not 


log about him as much as to imply that he would I notice their altered behaviour. Well, I advised 


rather speak to her in-doori* 

"We hod, sir," Mrs. Sme^ immediately ve* 


that the card should be kept up in the window at 
usual, just as if wa felt our own respectability te 


■ponded; " but they were Id thia afternoon to a be totally unimpaired, and as if we were at least 
very respectable old couple that have known «■ eonicioue of our own innooenee. Besides^ the 
for a great many yean." keeping up of the oard waa only a blind: for we 

" And yet the bill Is itfll np in the windowf* egreed that we would not let the lodgings even if 
■aid the applicant atappingOtaA a pace or two to anybody applied; beeause yon tad 1 have always 
amore him^ by enother ghuiee that sueh was ab many thingB to talk about BOir» and we must 
the fact. not stand the ohanee of being overheard. And 

" Ob, is itV" fltid Mh. fimsdley eoolly. " Then then too, the Blither OMQr turn op at any moment 
I forgot to take it down— and I will do eo at onoe. —for Bi^yiaeiMlh n desperate fellow, he's almost 
I am sorry you should have had the trouble, certain to fi» hia way to Iiondon— and if he does. 


"Oh, no trouble! But peebaps you amy have it!" 
a spare room— I only want one—*’ " 


he woM be sure to oome to us, the worst luck on 


1" ejaculated Mrs. Smedley. 


"No spare room now, dr. Good evening to "Souio oao hac been to apply for the Iqdgiogs; 
you i"— a^ Bab Smedley abut the door in the mid Z don’t like his appearance a bit, I can tell 


fsca of the applicant, who seemed much inclined you, 
to keep her m discourse. " 


"W^oP" esked the goldbeater, with a look full 


She returned into the parlour, and at once took of startled anxiety, 
down the oard announeing that lodgings were to be ^*Abl who?" ejaculated Bab. "How do 1 
let. She evidently did not much like the visit; know? But who should come prying about this 
and reseating herself, fell into a gloomy reverie, place here, and trying on all sorts of dodges to get 
which was oaij occssionaUy interrupted by a re- in amongst us for more reasons than one—" 
coirenoeto the spiriti-aiid-water. In about twenty "Do you— do you think he was a— a— deteo- 
minutes after ths little laeidsi^we have described, live F" asked Jack Smedley, with an awful elonga* 
Jack Smedley tutwrBsAs sad at onoe vented tion of his pale oountenansa. * 
her ill-humour upon hha. ' ** "As like m notl" r^ohied Bib petulantly. 

"*vniatwas the use ol your leeeplng that card "Howeyer, X stalled him off— 1 told him the ' 
stuck up in the window P 1 told yoii more than lodgings were let to a decent old couple— 1 was 
once that X wonld not have it ; end yet—" precious short with him— and I shut the door. 

"But^.my dear Bab^ do bear rossonl" inter- Now, the frot is, Jaok, things can't ^ on like 
ruptod her hutbaod, as ha rosnmsd his seat st the this : I am getting uncommon tired of living con- 
table. ctantly on tho fidgets— " 

" Yes— <wiiOn you oan talk it, and not btfiirei*’ " Not more tired than me, I knowl" exclaimed 
exclaimed ibofiigMPo. " But what have you done P" her husband. "Didn't I propose a bolt to France 
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Immedlataly after your mother got into trooblo F 
bat it wai jpa that laid we mast stiek here at all 
liaaardsj and when we decided to remain^ I did 
the best 1 eottld to keep up a show of reepecta^ 
bility— ” 

» Of oourie i said we would rema^ t*' <jaoiilated 
Mrs. Smedleyi Bo you think toat the house 
wasn’t constaatjty watched after mother wentdowo 
to Liverpool to Lotiice Bodney’e trial F and it 
would have been madne'ss for us to havo thought of 
a move— suspicion would have been excited in a 
inomcnt. But after that girl Bodney’s trial thinga 
looked better for us*-though they went so dead 
against mother—** 

** ITes^l know the "detective said at Lettice 
Etodney’s trial/* observed Jack Smedley, ^'that he 
hud nothing to allege against our respectability.'* 

'* Well, then/' continued Bab, " it was better 
> for ui to go on living here : but whon two or 
three weeks back people began asking diow it was 
that the old bdger of our*s disappeared so suddenly 
in the winter—” 

” Ah ! that was the thing that began to frighten, 
mo tq^’* interjected the goldbeater; ”apd then 
came the news of the Burkor’e escape, and the 
fright we*ve been in lest he should come here to 
got us both into such trouble that we oould never 
hope to get out of it—** . 

That is nothing,” interrupted Bab, ** in com* 
pnrison with the other tiring wo were speakii^ 
hbout before you went out to meet those Gootts.” 

" Ah 1 you mean your mother ?*" said Jack 
S medley, with a-signin^nt look, at the same time 
vliat he drew bis chair closer to his wife. ” Bo 
yuu— do you really think/* he asked, with a very 
pale face, ” that the old woman is likely to peach F** 

" I didn’t think ao at firit/* answered Bab— "or 
else 1 shouldn't have insisted that we were to 
remain here. But lately, the more I’ve thought 
over the matter the more I am convinced there is 
every thing to be dreaded iu that quortor* There’s 
no use disguising the fact. Jack— you never was a 
favourite with mother : and as for any love for me, 
her daughter— it's all nonsense 1 If she thought 
she could do herself any good by taming round 
upon us and tolling how two or three have gone 
down there—** 

” Yea^ yes— I know 1” said Jack Smedley shud- 
UoriDg,i 08 bis wife pointed in a downward direc- 
•ion. " But the quicklime ■ ■ ” 

"Well, the qilicklime has no doubt dgue its 
work long ago,” interrupted Bab, "even in 
respect to that man Smith— or Preston^ 1 should 
•ay—” 

"By the bye,” intermpted Jack, "what have 
you done with hU letter— you know— and also the 
packet of papers we took oat from under the 
ilhoring of his honse in Cambridge Ttrraoe P” 

"Never mind the papers!” exclaimed Bab 
petulantly i " I have put them where they are safe 
enough— though little use they ever stand the 
chance of betog to us or our alAdrsi fv when 
we made secret inquiries about those young Ash* 
tons, we heard they were Uvingin a wretehad poor 
lodging in Camden Town, and liadn*t the meent of 
rewarding any one who would give them up those 
papers. It has been of no use to make any infol- ' 
ries sinoe i for it is not very likefy tbiir condition 
Is muohltnprofed. But letue roturA to what we 
wetoitylBg-w-- 


" Yes— about yoar motkerr* suggested: JmI^ 
(^medley. 

" Well fben, about toy aiothe/* oontinued Bak« 
" You know Whtd my opinion ia-x tell you tM 
mother will peaeh if it anawers her purpoio. She 
has not sent uf eny reply.to thetwo or three lettera 
we have wfttten, and whSobt so oarefhlly wordt^ 
that she could not fhil to odoaMtoiid the game wa 
had to play—** ^ 

"Perhaps she ia oflbndod,** obsarrad Jack 
Smedley, " at onr wriUi^ ih tkdt tort of lanoti* 
monious strain P* 

" OlFended F— nonsensa 1*’ ekdaimed Bah. " How 
could she be offhnded P She kuows very well tiial 
we must be aware all letters going to her would ht^ 
opened by the gsol-authorl^, and that we wort 
therefore compelled to write in a particular wayw 
But never mind ail this I— it is of no uio argainjl 
the point. I tell you that if mother lives on to go 
through her trial and be condemned to death, sho 
will peaeh as sure as you are Jack Smedley t” 

•" If she lives F” said the man, oatobing at thosa 
words which appeared to ^ve somo oovert 
meaning. 

"Yes— if she lives,” answered Bab, repeating 
those words. •"And therefore ehe must not live—* 
and if you are a man, Jaofc— 

" 1 am man enpogh to do anything to secure our 
safety,” responded the goldbeater. "On|yehow 
mo how—” 

"Now look youl” replied Bab: "I understand 
mother well enough— and a great deal better than 
you do. She would like to put herself out of tbo 
way before Che trial comes on— «of that I am 
convinoed 1 But if the trial is once over, and she ii 
condemned to death, and the croaking parsons get 
bold of her, you may depend upon it she will out 
with everything 1” 

"Then what li to bo doneP” asked Jack 
Smedley. j 

" What is to be P’ ee|ioed his wife, with 
an air of mingled impatience and contempt: 

" what ohoM be done but for you * 10 —” and 
she whispered a few words in the ears of her hus* 
band. 

" But would you have me do this P* he asked, 
gasing upon her as if ho thongh]^ that she oould 
scarcely be in earnest, or that sto meant to put 
him to a test for some other and nlterior purpose. 

" Of oourse I would 1” rejoined the fleod-like 
woman ; " everything for our own' safety 1 Let 
what will happen to the Barker, we know that he 
is staunch ; and I foel eonvinoed that nothing 
oould induoe him to turn rouud upon his pals. 
The more savage and foiooious a person ii^ the 
more ante is he or she to be true to ftiends and 
associates. As for those Sootts— we will got them 
safe out of the country; and then, if onoe mother 
is put out of the w^, we have got Uttkr oriudhing 
to fear.” ^ 

" Well, I d<m*t know,” said' Jtok ton 

sort of dismayed musing—" I held ’ • Veiy bhd 
dream last night. I tlum|^ the bliiek oat sraa 
scouring all over the h o M e Si- 4b a t pome strange 
man came in to look after faeiM^ ake out down 
stairs into tha seellmy^-bld hmfolf undemsMli 
tbetable^-tnd thavafitre saca right upon that traqp* 
door*—” 

' "Stdif' and nonaeiiieb with year biaek data f* 
orieu isao vasaanjyif 


' • 
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wait a ombmiIp^ faitarpoaed Jads. 
Ito^lit that tha Hinnge auu went down into the 
aenllerj-'lbiuid the eat there— diieo?ered the trap* 
door-«id then all in aa Inatant toned Into a 
poUflOBBan. Bat jon know, Bab,*that the night 
we did that laat pieee of bneineae— I mean 
Pireeton'e adklr—the eat did eat ehooWthe hooee 
in eneli a etrange waj that I told jou at the time 
1 ^tidn't like it: it aeemed an omen of ofiL Bat 
tMy," aeked laek, abraptlj, ** what la to prefeat 
ue from making a bolt nowP Why not get ofir ! 
toFkaaoeP We may then diapenae with thia new 
bnainem abont your mother— we need not eare 
what happena to the Barker— and we ahall no 
Ignner hafe to penaion thoae Beotta.*’ 

"And what if the polioe hafe their eye upon 
naP'* demanded Mra. •Bmedley : "what if that 
man who eame to«night ia a deteetife who wanta 
to get into the houae onder pretence of being a 
lodger, that he may all the better play the apy 
nponua P I tellyoul am certain that if we ware to 
make aaeh a mofc aa would ahow we intended 
flight, we ahould both be poonead upon at onee atf 
come pretanoe or another. It imonly by ataying 
here, and aeeming to rely on our rtapeotability, 
that we are aafe. The poBee are efiden^y pua- 
aled about na i they don't know whit to think-^ 
they frn^ we may be all right— and aa long aa 
we gifo them no oaoae to thiu otherwiae, we are 
aafe. Th^ may try by all kinda of d<^gea to 
know more of ua §m peer into oar aeereta : bat 
there'a no ehanee of their (Ming to the length of 
layipg handa upon na. We moat therefore uae 
the opportunity we now hafe to get rid of obata- 
eleB and ofcroome parila— ao aa to make oaradfea 
eom^tely aafr. Bow, that ia my flew of the 
matter— and it mmi be acted npoi^'* added JM 
pwemptorily. 

"But what if X go toLlf«rpodlP’'aakedJaok» 
aonaiderably co-aaan^ thoo|h not complete^ ao^ 
ly Ua wit e*a argamanta. b 

"Batoral enoughr* ahe ife1aiined,*^"to aee 
poor mother^law— to remonatrate with her on 
bar widmdnem if ahe ia gail^— to oonaole and 
alrengthen her if ahe ia innocent I Will thoae 
Bo a ao na do^ JTaekP Come now, yon hafe played 

•^felling, canting^ whining hypoeritea nent door" 
— allodiag to the ehapd— "to be aUe to parfbnn 
tte aame part with great cflhat at Ufaipod. 
ttke a dean white eratat with yon— put on your 
laageat freehand don't frar aa to the midt. 
What yon reqaireia fortunately in the hcuaa ■ 

*gowf' eialaimed Baaedlay. 

oi!he phial ofpraaiie aeUL" Mjoined Ua wifr. 
"Don't yon tMMmbar, we frond it amongat 
Bteatcn'a aflhotiP Vocfir aa ha wai^ and alwiya 
Immblinf «t,tha Idea of being a r wwta d, he no 
doubt had the polaon In liidinaaaftiPaav moment. 
It la lucky frr onr preeant Wpeaej b aoanae it 
woUd otherwiae be danflomemrycii loatnowto 
go ont and boy it." 

Wo need net duonide nag mam of fra dioocnrae 
vUA teok ilaiis ImAmm 
and vlfrj anOee it to am that ffotyfriitg waa 
•attMbMfantfaem Ifr Oiaeigb^rdflief thdr 
4tehaar^yhanrinfrcamn^ 
frf Jack Mcdliy want amengat two or three of 
Ua nalghkadifr mh tha inttm a th m that ha traa 
friag frldimfeelto cat hia mnthaodfrlnwi and 


ha ofldoualy undertook to cneoilte whataoevm 
eoaunirnkma they might dbooae to eharge Urn with* 
He hewofer reoeifad odd end dietont reeponaei^ t» 
whieh he had been latdy iooaaloinedrbat Ua 
proaent pnrpoie waa anawered— he had opanly de« 
dared hia intention of fidting Lifmool— and it 
there wbre maliy poUee apiea in tha ne%hbom> 
hood, thoy could not think that ho'aaedi t a t od a 
total flight altogether. * 

To Liforpod Mr. Smedley’Tepairod : and in the 
efoning he arrifod in that town. It waa too late 
for him to aeo hii mother-in-law t but on tho fol- 
towing morning, at the earlioat hour permitted by 
tho priaon regulationi^ ho waa introduoed into her 
edl. He found the old woman atUl, in bed ; and 
when he made hia appearraoa^ ahe aanreyed him 
with looke of mingM epiu^ adatnu^ ai^ af er- 

dOD. 

"Well, mother-in-law," mid Jade, when the 
turnkey had retired, "ea yon didn’t write to ui^ 
Bah and I tfiought the beat thing to be done was 
for me to run down end aee you." 

" I wish I had nof or aeon you at alir enawered 
Mra. Webbar growUugly,— "nofor in all my life ! 
It WM yea who oonooot^ thia preeious huAheif 
that hu got mo into auoh trouble; and, 0 dear I 
O dear I to think how it will end— to think how it 
wiUendl" 

The wmtohed woman lata up in bed, and roehed 
baraelf to and fro aa aha tCm a^ke. Bho wu 
fHlhtfuIly altered. Thin and emaciated, ahe waa 
worn dmoat to a akeleton— not by remorse for the 
orimoe she had oommitted— hht iKth horror at tho 
ittoessant contemplation of the penalty she would 
soon haf 0 to pai for them. There was something 
foarfol in the expression of her oountenanoe i ehe 
eeemed like a etanred tiger-oat that could hare 
eprung at any one approaching^ as if to af enge 
tho doom that appear^ certain to ofortako herself. 
Jack Bmedley wee frightened by her look— while 
her words seemed to justiiy aU the misgifinga 
whioh her daughter Barbara had entertained eon^ 
eemiogher. 

"Come, mother-in-law," he said, plucking up 
Ua presence of mind as well as he was ablei 
"don't be angry with mo— I did all for tho host." 

"And the worst hea come of it!" inteijeeted 
Ifn. Webber aber^y; "end I hafe got to bear 
all its brunt I Ml you what> dook," aha wont 
on to Bay, her tyea glaring with flaroeneai upon 
hhi,— " those who ooBUi^onmeB in oonoart^ ahould 
also ahafr the punishment in oooeart I or else there'a 
nefrimemandnojustloel I foal ni if I was made 
• feepegoatof— " 

"Bonaenso^ methar-in-law I" eidaimad Jaek 
Bmadley. "When people embark in theia aort of 
tklM they aadi and aU taka their foil and aqnil 
dumea. H might hafe himpeiiid to Bab -ttad^ 
hafe hannanad to me— 

- Ttm/ ,M«Uto4lT«Md moodInII” 4iMdrt.i 

Ibi. ir.bb«, wift . iMk .f irittaftac 

- ra wmU h-v* tamA iow4 Md pmsM «t dl 
thiCMlfb.MnlnllMtel> S^twiaMMU* 
■■*.wabfc look rttt. burn ,whM.bMl* 
wHHw a.I-.AtaU vt tkit Maitaf i o b iim* d 
i abe rt a. rf whtth Bik — *» hw> 

Nuhll*' 




•amXaoAittailtlt HuH Ip to drlfi m 
madF Too and mj doofitor aio all fat pmtm 
i0lfof-«7oa wrolo to mo vhoo ahoold haft 

" Tho bdofo WM witiM bj Iho polioi^** IbIon 
ieoled fllmedlof s " and tboroforo—— ** 

^ Bov it it, thon, that joo am ftoio novP** do- 
atandad Hra. Wobbtv alihrid/jf " and what dofU^ 
buameaa baa Groufht jou to meP Oao joo bdp 
mo to aaeapo, Jaok joii with aQ joor oat 
and oimniog aot mo ftoa^ aa tho Borkot hat ltt»o- 
latod hiasBelf P* 

» If it wore poaaible" roapondod imadlpp, «Z 
dioold 

** Foaaibler* cried Mra. Webber, eontemptuoiialj. 


IboM biomotht»|whlehwfflinabloma loifaiii, 
Ihoordealof tilaf-thohoriorof oondoortMl^ 
iM aadnhat leal bMooililH|Adfbl tooao vhitii t 
•liaddor to odq^Mbplitol And amco ioo««4t it 
aooMtUoff that viB imvo mo ftom tho hoCriMt 
ohoBCo of botNjfihf mj own damhtor la mj aaad* 
aoaar ♦ 

**lad that aoaioltbkf P* pfooalctad SoMdlay, 
irUh tho almoat broathioaa oo|olmei« of aaapeiM^ 

Vira. Webber looM wyha^ otltolbrnoarlx 
a mlnitio; and than a wofd--«a alai^ wead-Mwao 
in a atow whiapar ftom hor Bpa— a tvord which 
made her aoo^in-law attrt ahdde^, dthoiigh what 
aha had proviooalj aaid had aaore than hmf 'pro- 
pared him for tho oHmam ' • 


aillaap and oorert cowardlj eriiae« Bat aajthiM j " Bo pou moan 11^ rndther-bidaw ho aPkef^ 
bold«-no^ nothing of the aorti hock joa, JaoE datohing bar wrkt a^ loofcia|g bar intinthr la tho 
Smedley— if I go to tho aoailbld it ahaU not bo foot. 

akmer • moon ill” dio iippoadod. ”Bal of whai 

" Mother-in-law I” he ejaeulatad vbhomontlp. aaob” vaa her immedlale oontomptoona. additioiib 
” Hold jour tongue^ and liaten! Oompanionabip ”ia it foraaotomakeaaAafoqoiiS^alnool olioadp 
b alwapa aweet^M not the leaa ao in death. At aao that poor erafen h ea rt ■■■■ ■ ” 
all erenta it will be a oonaolation for mo to know "Bno^h, mother-ia-bwl— poo do aot nadai» , 

thatlamaotthemoat miaeraUoporaotfinoiiat* atandme,” horrledlpwhlapoiodlhogoldhooler. ”1 
once at that laetinatantr* hare poiaonjritb aao f 

"But, mother-in-law/’ folteradforth Jack Smodp ”Maon with poaP” aho oahoodi n will Jdp 
lap, with a oonntenanee white aa a aheoh ” woold daahing forth in naoarthlp li|^ ftom hor apoa- 
pott hang poor own donghterP” "laitpoadbbP BgthowP Tonaionotdooalfing 

^ She iMtea me here to be hanged l’’:iotortedlho mo P'* 
woman dercelpt " ehe doea not come near me r bo«-I am not decalflag pmb” lajoinod 

" She hae cent pou plentp of monep, mother^in^ the goldboater qnleklp. ” Can ppn not iindar* 
bw,” interpoaed Jack in aooento of remonatiinee atand that Bab and 1 fool onrafifoo to be on* 
and deprecation. fironed bp dangoraP Yea— >wo know that wo aro 

" Yea— to foecottneelin a hopelem oanaer cried atandingupon a mine whbh amp mnlode at anp 
Mra. Webber. " 1 tell pou what it b— I feel In inatant. Therefore wo are preparod I Wo hafo 
that atate of mind that 1 could wreak a fen- breathed a aobrnn row that the haagman’a cord 
geance upon tho whole world I— all tho bonda of ahili Borer touch onr nobka- On tUa wo aro 
kith and kin are broken !— 1 know nobodp but reeolfed I Bo pou lomenfocr tho phial of poi- 
enemieal That u mp atate of mind 1 And if pou eon ^ . 

had the gibbet looming erer before poor epee— if ”Ahl tho pmaaft coil," aidd Min. Webber, 

pou bad a aenaation aa of a cord orer round pour oogerip, ” wUeh waa found amoagat Proaton’a 
neck— if pou had night and dap to look death in effaetar’ ^ 

the foce— pou, Jack Smedlep, would foeloren worae ” Tho aamot” rajoinod Smodlep. ” Thera i§ tho 

than I do. It ia enough to drifc one eiaaed— phial— it ccntaina half the Said which oiigiaall|p 
craaed-craaedr Siladit. Bab hae tho othm half.” 

Again the old woman rocked heraelf to and Ao; ” And will pou gifo b to nwP” demanded tho 
and her aon-in-law foil aa if hbpurpoao were com- woman, peambg for tho doadlp fenom with aa 
pletelf fouatrated. Ha knew aot whim to aapnezti otrong on ariditp aa If bho wen fombhed and it 
there waa a perfoct conatemation in Me mi^ s ho waa food that ahn wae impbringt ” will pou cur- 
thought that aho might ofon denounce 1^ aa the render up pour ebaief oan pou for once in pour 
aoeomplice of her numerouiorimeu tho initont tho Ufb, J^aok Smodlep, do a generoiu iWtionP* 
tomkep ahoold come back to conduct him awap The goldbeater pretended to haaitate for a few 
bom her cell ammante i but if hie aim ul a t od heeitation had onjp 

”Jaok Smedlep,” aho aaU^ at length hreoklBg a laatad an inatont longer, that Saroe tiger-cat— hie 
oomewhat kmg pauat^ ”tall mo for what purpoio motharda-kw^-wooM ban Sown at him to tear 


oomewhat kmg pauNb ”tall me for what purpoca mothardn-kw^-wooM hen Sown ot him to taor 
penhoTcoomohaconow. If I thonght it waa to tho phkl Srom bio gioim* 

OBffO mo in osp wip— if I thought pen hod tho ”Yoa— tote ItT ho aaid, Juit ia tkao to mu- 

ooarogotofomiahmetho aMuaaof oaoive ^ foatonoha Aaaoi and ho pkeod tho phial lalhir 

”Tfn IPO whit thorn tijiftnnt art, f Wp^ Mff-in-kw.” hand. * 

4aki|,4jMal.tidtli*faUbM(W| -wdlpNMiM -Ob,!. chMt tt. gdlMWi lOMoUtt.tei' 

wwrtwr-* ww-Mdar..—- womtn ia m WMlnil. of jV 

« IM r tatimjrM tht oU mmi Ut. ptOMd tb. pUd I. kw 

tomt Non, -hod ... I,, poor WMfc'MI. ON.* « Bui aj Amt authiri-Jav,- whhpiMd /Mfe 


toN^MduMdlotlwMnihidovof wkitXMv** B-o^n bo-*t M ^**9 f—wXi ka mt, -m» 

kevMulMoMBaUiktkdvkkkkilMMUiiMifld wilt not ttfc. ftil kito lb» tuu ot tkw fiilir— 


kewoonlMooapHiktbUvkioknolHnf pMNtiU wM not toko ftd pi W Ibt Inn ot tkwo 4 n;t>— 
Mmiintd 10 tko Bnriw, oonH ^ iMl pottwfllaillMiMMHiwaMr 
in oit ti oftoUMf Bo-dl to not kviMt -Vt-dLototiaM to ^foiopon now.-nlww* 
MHl M tkoN Ihrt Z ^ oowyo htawf Bat Ibik WtHMti -tot jaa ban itm m •» tom 



40 


TBS imTIBZBi Of TBB C00BTr 


ono Mrfic« iti tny hrettine--a MVfioe liiat ftm 
ID 0 the meant 'of death ! And nour go— lefra me 1 
I am DO paHng fooliah creature that ean deeaeDd 
to el^berirg faretrells and aiclcl/ leace-takisge 
•—But stay one moment! You need not tell 
Bab that I bintod in ray frenzy at the i^a of be- 
traying either you.cr licr : for I should not bare 
dona it •— it iras mere madness at the time I 
And now go.** 

She waved her hand to her son-in-law^ who 
opening the little trap at tlie door of the cell, 
called for the turnh(>y who was stationed ot a 
grating at the end (‘f the passage; and that func- 
tionary speedily nrnvid to aiTurd Jack Smedley 
c^ess from the prisoner’s ebatobor. 


CITAPrEK XCI. 

TBS aUBTEBBABBAS* 

Tt nas oToning, soroo (ire or six ^ys after the in- 
Iftenriow of Jack Smedloy with his moliherdn-law ; 
and his wifo Barbara sato alone in the little par- 
lour at their abode in London. She Vras reArct- 
ing upon what her husband had done at Llrerpooi, 
and bestowing an eq,ual part of her attention on 
the glass of epirits-aud-water which stood on the 
table. She had been rendered aware of Jack 
8inedley*a successful mission to Urs. Webber, in- 
asmuch ns bo had uritten fVoin Liverpool to his 
wifo— but in a very guarded strain, for fear of the 
! communication being intercepted. They had how- 
ever agreed bcfoiehand between themselves on 
come phrase that was to be^troduced in ease 
of success, while another phrase was to indicate 
failure. The former bad found its introduction 
I into the body of the epistle ; and amidst a series 
I of canting sontenci's and stud^d bypocrisica^ the 
goldbeater thus found the means of setting his 
wife's mind at rest on the one grand important 
point. * 

I Upon this she was cogitating— and dividing, as 
we have said, her attention between the subject of 
her thoughts and the liquor to which she bad be- 
come so wedded. It was, nine o’clock; and the 
I eervant'girl who attended for a certain period 
duHbg^be day, entered to inquire whether any- 
thing more were wanted from her this evening. 
A response was given in the negative t the girl 
took her deparfUiw; and Mrs. Smedley was now 
alone in the house. She knew not how it was— | 
,slie oould not account for it— but assuredly did it 
seem as if a ebill smote her the instant the front 
door dose'd behind tbat girl. Bab Smedley was 
by no meant the woman (a yidd to the influence 
of vague pibientimonta or nngroundM alarms i 
but she liked not this ibeIiDg;wbjdi took posses- 
•ioa of her— neither could ahelbake it off. She ap- 
plied herself with addHiondwifourtoMie spirits- 
and-waieri potaHons appeared to do her Bo good 
— on fhe con^y, they leemed td Mdbr her all 
the Qtore nervous, ^temptoobt^ he die Bid 
been brent; to Me upon her hdashM* wilBed 
he was at miMBow tbr compsnioBshilfs sake. 

ATI'df' adHpim dbe lineied she heard a neise in 
the hock ipi^of the houee: Cbe'flnl'flme 

in her uS»b Si^edleywai leM wHhviehn 
HMr thM Ate edald not rite ftom her dteirio 


ascertain irhat the sound was. Then, ae slowly 
reooveriog oourage she looked emnd; the started 
on beholding the great black oat lying on a chair 
and gasing at her with Us large green glassy eyes. 
She remofl^red the ominous initiino^ with which 
her httsbsnd’s teiridod imoginatbn bu e^wed 
the animal on the night of Preston’s murder; and 
she recoiled from the glare of those eyes. 

The sound was renewed : this time she became 
aware that it was a knocking at the back door ; 
and snatciiing up the caudle, she proceeded from 
the room to answer the summons. 

”It must be one of those Sootts— or else the 
Busker himself,” she thought as she threaded the 
p^nge: ’'unless it is Jack come homo and got 
himself into some scrape— ibr nobody else but one 
of these would come to the back door at this time 
of the evening.” 

She opened the door; and the light flashed upon 
the bang-dog’countenanco of Barney the Barker. 

' Bab Smedley exhibited no surprise : for, as the 
has seen, she was more or less prepared for 
I such a visit. She hastily closed tho door, and led 
^ the way into the parlour before a single word was 
spoken between them. The shatter was already 
fastened outside tlie window, over which the cur- 
tains inside were drawn; and thus there waa no 
fear of the man’s presence in tbat room being per- 
eeived from without. Filling 'Bab’s tumbler com- 
pletlily up ^ the brim with tho aloholio liquor, tho 
Barker draihed the contents at a draught ; and 
beyond a slight brief winking af the eyes, no sign 
on his part indicated tho strength or depth of the 
potation. lie threw himself upon a seat,— saying, 
” So hero I am at last, Bab, once more in London : 
though I can’t say as how I’m worry sound in 
limb— or that I’m over sure of being safe in re- 
•peot to that personal liberty which is the right of 
•very free-born indiwiduaL” 

"And where do you come from P” inquired Mrs. 
Smedley, who had leisure to observe tlie careworn 
haggard appearance of tho Burkor, as well as to 
judge that be was sinliyiDg with fatigue. 

** Ah I where do I oomo from P— that’s the ques- 
tion!” he responded with a certain .degree of 
rough bitterness in his tone. ’* Whercsomever 
there’s a quiet ditch that a man may lay down in 
when he’s got no bod— wheresoraovor there’s a 
lonesome haystack tbat a houseless wanderer may 
snatch a snooae under— wberesomevgr there’s ilol£i 
and woodswnd all sorts of unfrequented places as 
far as possible from the towns and villages which a 
chap ooesn’t dare enter for fear of seeing a printed 
desoription of bisself with *A Hundred Found 
Beward’ in big letters a-top, posted up agin the 
walli^— there’s the pieces from which Z come.” 

Having eonelud^ this piece of eloquence after 
his cfwn mshloD, the Barker looked Ura Smedl^ 
very hard in the face for nearly, a minute, as muhh 
as te iMy> ” Well, what do you think of tbatP"— 
and then he brewed bioisev a tumbler of spidts- 
and-water, which he pieCeeded io drink at a more 
moderate rate than t&s previous one. 

’’Ftrbiqw youircmVi Bke sometbing to eatff* 
anggeitsd'Vra. Msdiqyi 

** Well^ now you mention it, I think X should 
like eiiuiisnt^*'* matured the Burieer; **tb9a|^ 
•ody a minute hack Z' fancied, I was |^l eatSiuri 
ibr Zain*l Hwcdce my frst siaoe eight o’nlbck tfli 
mortlaf-^^niM' then X shciild have gotButtb if 




f • 

ttriniaoimi. 


Wn't gifid glwr « of tupk t6 

Um nmfiaer * wadg« of fwMd and oliMM 
fee vms a^fefeakfeiifiBg on if ho Mil to hio 
work.” 

Ifn. SiMdl 03 r procicdid fo flio lordoN^-wfeoiioo 
Ae q^iiAl^rotartied with fomneold heeC hroid, 
•ed plekleef nd the Burker, wUng to, ipeedOy 
Bide i Biei^l thit would hi?o loiBeed forhilf-i* 
doien ordfaiefy oppetitoe. Another tnmfetar wae 
produoed; end Mre. SmeAtQr Joined him in ibo 
drinking depertment 

** And whem^e dkokP” ho inqnirod bi (bo aldit 
of hierepnet. 

"Jaek*! ilLiferpooI/* refoined ICfi. Bmedlff t 
iBd ihe explelned the oljeet of hif mbibki, not 
fbrgettiog to edd her knowledge of iti eoooeii^ fo 
ftr if tbit the phiel of poiMa wai ooBfijod to her 
mother’i hind. 

WeU rm Mowed,** eild the Bnrknr, "If Jeek 
heen*t prcwed biiself to be i feller Of more ploA 
thenTd hafo gired himoredit for. BttlWhjii 
he itaying mt Lirerpoolf** < 

" He thought it beat to make a fbow of linger- 
ing there a bit, so that he might me the ehtplain 
and a justioe-ofthe-peeee or two^ and enifel and 
whimper and play the hypocrite—** 

"Ahr* interropeed the Barker, with alook of 
approtal and enry, ** Jack Can come it ithmg in 
tbit there line. Wellf* 

"Becanae, don*t yon aae,*’ eoatimted Bab,^if 
he had bolted off immediate^ after that interriew 
with bia motber-in Jaw, it might hare been am. 
pect^ that he gate her the poiaon i whereat by 
staying there for two or three daya, and going and 
talking to the attthoritiea--preeeiidiQg that bowse 
orerwhelmed with grief— that be didn’t know whit 
to think, whether the hid really committed tiie 
crime, or whether Ae wai the innooiat fiotim of 
riroumatantiil eridence— " 

"Ah, that’a the ticket 1** cjeoulated the Borker, 
with hia mouth toll of beef end bread x " notfaiog 
like oomiflg the artAil dodge-MAnd who osn do 
it better than my friend Jeok Smedl^f” 

"And ao, you tee, jTaok fii ftopping itldTW^ 
pool," continued Bab. I 

" What the deuce maket that there blobk cat of 
yourin etare ao uncommon hardf" ittddenly do* 
minded the Burker. 

Tb% woman started: tor the qumtion whibh her 
companion had just put, all in a moment riteted 
the conviction tltot it hod not ere now baen mere 
fancy on her part. But unwilling to contoie her 
feara to herself —still leas to reveal them to the 
Barker— Bab Smadley inatantaneoualy composed 
her oountenanee; and in a foioe of asaumed 
quiet, she said, "There’s nothing wrong with the 
eat : she often looks like that," 

" Then, if it was my oat, Td piaon it— that’s 
what rd do!" rejoined the Barker. "But how 
lathings going on in London P I fuppoae you 
heerd tell of my eaoape— ^ 

"1 reed it in the newspapon," answered the 
woman. " As tor things In iMdon, wcTfo ellowed 
the Sootte a pound a wofk— thafi one thing ( and 
1 rather fancy this hooae^ is watched by the de- 
toetives— that’a another thing." 

" The deuee f* growled the Barker. "BU 1 
my.Beb " 

• ‘ fiearoely were the wbrdi spoken, when a knodc 
wuf haard at Abe front do 9 r-« eomewbat oom- 


matObg kind of amnumt, and whtoh mail Mb 
Bib Smedkyand the Bhii^ spring up twttnir 
toot 

"Tliere’e aomathing wrong," haiHl^wlifrpaNiA 
thatoriners "Iknewthoreitf" t 

" lllatet out by .the haok," hastily reaponM 
I the Borker. "Botnorheinatantetieottaly riaeii< 
latads "if then^a a plant aoaat, tbarent be 
watehiM at the bael;. Come qulekl I’ll go 
down fhe tmp— and yon can ptotend yon wea 
asleep and didn’t beer tha knooktog at the dooiw 
Ton mnat ataU *em off aomahow or another# 
Bab." 

"Tit, yea^it’i tha only ehaiioe I" • 

Aa the reader m$y auppoae thia eoUoqiqr Mt 
plam in teiy hurried whfrpaia^ and oocnpM tor 
M time 'than we hare taken in dmitmog lA 
Awi^ from the parbnr they glided—3Sab ahadfag 
the light whioh Ae emfiad m her handt down 
into the scullery they want— the table waa mofed 
away— tha bit of eamr aim— Ae iaap*door wna 
raiaed— gad into m AWfrKinean went tho 
Barker. Then atmoat Id' the twinkling of an eye 
Bab Smadlay reatorad the ttUlto plaee to Iti fotmar 
appearanaa : she put three or mnr aauoapana and 
arthdoi of «oAery, and oAer IdtAan haplementa 
upon tha taUa, to ^re it an air aa if it had not 
bean recently motod; and Ae aped np-atoiih. 
Meam^hila tha kn6ofciiig had bam repeated in d 
louder and mere imperioiia manner than betore i 
yebaS that we hate daaerlbad'aittto the trat mm- 
mona cAoad through the hoiiie^ had not tdfcan 
mom Aan three minutai. 

The fraUng thit afl her praaenae of mfaid waa 
now abaoliitaly naomaiiy— or at laaat i^tAend- 
Ing some omcrgaiiqy whioh would reqpfra this die* 
ptoy of her oonraga— Bfeb Smedley amOdAed httr 
oountenanaa; and wiA a light In her hand, aha 
proeeedad to open Ae front door. A tall atone 
man A onoe enterev the paaiage, tohowed by an- 
other indifidaal, a glaneo at whom ahowed Ite 
SmadlayAat it waa the appUoaat dbr Ae raeanl 
lodging of a tow dm preriooii 8ho kapt her 
oountenanee admirAty t and mmH "Good ofinilng^ 
gentlemao. 1 auppoae you’fo aome to aee Hr. 
Smadlay on bnrineiit but haTi not A home." 

"Hot at home, ehP" ezdAnad Ae tall atodt 
mm. "Are you aoreP" and he tookad the wnaaa 
very hard in Ae face. 

! "Quite aura,’’ ehe replied with the iodlaat 
cAontery— whioh indeed WA ell tha more natural 
inAmuA aa at Ae inaCatit aha waa telling the 
troA. " He’s at Liverpool, air; and if yon want 
anything in Ae goldbeatiog way—" 

'/Shut the door, Tom," ioterropted Ae tall 
man, turning round abruptly to hie oompodioii. 
"Beg pardon, ma’am," he continued, coolly wal^ 
ing into the ^parlour, whither fefre. SmodAy ftl- 
lowed wfth Ae light; "but this it no tima Ar 
oaromony. ^e*ro oificeie— and wi AAt pcAr 
huAmd." 

"dfleerat"— and Mra, Smadlqy nfkoted to gift 
a attriefc of dlamay, aa if quito unprepared for Aa 
intelligence that Aua bwA upon her. "MTanfe 
my husband—" 

"Tes— and I’m thinking wo*te likely to dad 
him too," prooipftly reioined the oiBcer, •• ha 
ghineed A the itbto. "A late eupper, efidently 
aarved up A a hurry— no tahledoA, ner noAiag 
ti4y-&-aad twv tmnblaral Coma, ma’am^ ifa ao 



nri Kfrannt or m oome. 


•le pltjiDf ib» AmI wMi Of: joar hntbtiid If in 
thf hottie^iad wt mint tetreh for him. Tbnt*! 
ft eottple of my mOB ftt Iho back part of Ao pro- 
mifftp ftad tboro is keeping the front door. 
8o thon*s no dhsaoe of oeospe. Ton had bot- 

**0ood boftfonal what haf my poor^naband 
donoP** ftielftimedMre. Smedlej, as if oferwholmed 
with grlfC ‘'But it ia impondble! ITaok is aa 
qnift aa the ehUd iuibom~aad a pious man too^ 
foeh a plotta man 1" 

" Fm aorrj to aaji** idtermpted the dotoeti?# 
oilaer*for auoh ha was—" that if yon don’t really 
k^w anythfog about it alioady-i-yoii'fo lost your 
mother/’ 

’*My mother !” ejaoulated ICra. Smedley, with a 
great show of wild aatonishment and grief t "yon 
don’t anrely mean that aheihaa been tned--‘aiM— 
and— already— ■ 

"Xafeat^f said the oiBeer^ ealmly flnishing 
the aentenoe for Bfri^Sfl^ley. "No— not eiaoUy. ! 
She’s eheated the hangman— *Io^ pW * tarmsiJ 
ma’am, aha polaoned hmaelf in^the middle of last 
night— yonr hnaband took the Tory (rat train from 
lAferpool this aaoming— he was telegraphed up— 
but somehow or another we just noia'mieead him 
at the Bneton Square Station— though we aftar- 
warda learnt that aooh a person did arrife this 
erening by that partienlar trab. Howerer, we 
know he moat ba here.’’ 

"Ky pobr motherl" sobbed Mrs. Sme^y. 
" But wbat oonld mr husband— *’ 

"Ibre to do with itf ijaenlated the oSloer. 
*Why, he gam her the poison as a matter of 
•oorsel Who else oonld poaalbly ham done it P’ 

" Oh, Sir, X oa|i aainre yon lack is inoapable of 
Mhathingl & went to Xiifsipool fosse my poor 
mother— to teaeh her which was the right path if 
aha had really gone into the wrong one—’* 

" poms^ ma’am— this gamfoon won’t do for ns. 
Tom, let another of onr, people oome in— and yon 
follow me. §ony to be rn^ ma’am— fsiy natural 
for yon to t^ sm seiiaen! yonr husband— bat it 
won’t do. Please to forour us with this light." 

Bab Smedley had thrown herself upon a ohalr, 
in whieb she now sate rooking herself to and fro 
with e?ery eemblanee of being utteriy dieeonsolafo, 
and likewise as if besdless of tho words that wart 
spoken to her. 

The tell deteetim tmfo up the oendle ; and Ad- 
lowed by his nmn Tbm, he peesed into tho baok 
room. No At woe there. They aioended the 
steirceae; the upper ohembere were apeedily 
isniihedk hat stUl without snooein Tl^ de- 
•esnMi nnd B^ Smedley Joined them in the 
pamsgt,— saying, "WeU, genUemen, yon sse my 
husband is pm in the honss I but I ehaoet wish he 
wti^ that ho might oontinpe yon of the orror under 
whieh yon labour oonostning him. A pfoue teasel 
Bke Um-ndenson Of thoSblning Light’a Ohspri 
— itisontof tho'qnsstienl . Bnlydkhnmbohated 
JO ohdl in dqtni jonb duty, yon’s Just 

step info £i!8£o3e for n MpM and tak# n 
•malliliSiofaMDiibingr 

"HwS minntar said tha tall.datiotim: 
plaoa down atain. Como alongb 

wan,* said Bab Bmadlay, atm adasiialdy 
■rsmffins htr prsssaos of mind, and simalating 
air af'monrnfrilnim in wUA thara was no 


bstraysl of aniions apprahonskim ’’yon om 
speadily aaliiiy yonrsslf in that quarter— and 
then yon rimU aaespt tho litllo MMriussnt X 
offer yon." 

The two doUetifes desaendad the afoiri^— Bah 
Smadfoy following to pfoonr^ •• ahe paid, two or 
three mors glaifoa. Ear oondnot appaarad lo 
natural— bar part waa performed wifo aobh oon- , 
aummato akilb-that tha dataotima be|aa really to 
think bar husband oonld aot*bo any whera about 
the premises) at the same time that they were 
not toe man to be etayed in the prooeae of their 
intestigation hy anything whicli might possibly bo 
an artmea to dimrt tham from the seent. 

The pleee which we ham deaoribad ae tha seal- 
lery, was raaehsdi the deteoti^ passed at once 
into tha front kitohen— but^ as the reader may 
imagins, withont diieomrinm the object of their 
search. Oupboarda ware «^ned— nooks were 
piyod into— bat ell in mini They repealed into 
the soulleiy: the huge door oommnnioating with 
J toe oallar was opsnsd— the interior was inspsoted 
—bat no Jack Smedley was there. The two ofi- 
I oers eiohangid quick glances, as much as to imply 
tout tha woman had spoken trntofuUy after elh 
I and that thefo tronbla was ralnly taken. 

"Now, goatlenMn,*’ mid Bab— and it wasnmiy 
taziottf moment for thq woman— but bar inwaid 
feelings were not outwardly .betrayed; "youwlS 
peihapi oome up to tho parloar ni^ ham a niea 
drop St something warm P’ 

"In a minute, ma’am," aaawared the tall da- 
I teetim. "But what the deiiA doea a bitof oarpOl 
mem in n nlaoe p* 

He looked seerchingly at the goldheatei^s wiib 
•s he spoke ; and shaslmily met that lerntinising 
gaie. Tha nest instant ha kicked np the carpel 
with his foot I but the table stood soomotlyomr 
too outliaes o' the trap-door that the earpet was 
not dislodged sufficiently to remal them. The 
keen ezpe^eed eye of the deteetim led to the 
Amoy that he, peroeired something like n itndied 
artifloe in the erraagement of tha kitchen utensUa 
and orockary on the* little deal table ; and Ufting 
it ttp^ be remOmd it away from the middle of tho 
senUery. At too same instant he glanced fur- 
timly towar^ the woman t it stmek him that Amf 
a su^ moment there wm the glitter of uneasineas 
ia her oysit bat if so, that betrayal of her feeling 
wee ao traarient it eonld not b# regarded aa n 
poaitirq^oeriainty. Howerer, the bit of oarpet 
wna now kicked oompletely twny ; and toe ontlinef 
of the trap-door were rereelad. 

"Ah, here is sometlriag, Toml" said the tell 
deteetim^ ttottpiag with his fost abom the month 
of the pit, ao that the hollo# aound tons prodooed 
oonfirmed the s nspioion of too existeaoe of a trap- 
door. 

Tho next instant it was raised; and at thaiama 
mOBsent a andden preeipifoto roto, as if of soma 
wild ajjinal, eansed toa dataetims thamsalms to 
sfort— w|ile, a shriek of terror thrilled from the 
1^ of the women who n#til this abrupt ooonr- 
rinae had maintained susih extraordbary prssenes 
of mindi It was the bleak eat^ whieb had eppna 
sweeping down toe etoirs with a guehing noise ef 
Hghtning qnickneai; end making tha oiioait of 
the senUiry, tho animal whisked np the stairooas 
again ns if it wore wfri. «. 

"Shales an omen, I si^poiaf" fold the toft 
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tookiTe, lookfn^Biffniflcantljatthe goldbeatev's 
wife, who was pale with terror. 

^*Itis enough to startle anybodr/* she ob- 
aenrwL oaoe more by a mighty effort reooveriiig 
her self-possoBsion. ** It's the presenoe of zoxi 
Btrangors that frishtena the poor oreatqre. As 
for the trap-door here, it only ooTers a wdl— ’* 
** With steps to it," eaid the det^Te, with 
an ironioal smile. 

** 7es— with steps down to a certain distance i 
Hhity are all brohmi at the bottom'--«ad if yon 
don’t ttind"***^" • 

^ Ton think we shall be drowned? XVaaTcnr 
ouions earthy .sioell'for water to send npi ana 
wrhat’s more,*' added the detective, holmg the 
candle over the opening, '* 1 can't catch tim re- 
flection ci any water at olL" • 

Bah felt oonyinoed it was all np with the 
Bmker: and she'inwa^&trembled oh aooonnt 
cf herself ; for her Mnbat moit neoesSacityfoUow, 
No. W?— louits sflEzie. 


if only for the .reason that she was Barbonrlng a 
crimmal on whose head a reward was set. She 
thought of escape : bnt how conld she effect it P 
There was a man in the passage np-stsirs ; and 
she had been told that the bnA pm of the pre- 
mises was watched by other officers. 

"Now, Tom, hold the light,** said the tril 
detectiye 5 **dhd keep an eye ** 

He did not flnifb the sentenoe^bni nodded 
BignifloaDtly,aadhiB sedate, qniet-looldng, bnt 
not the less rosolnte subordinate (iOttpfohmiM 
that the allnsion bore referenoe tolba. teedley. 
Drawing forth a pair of piatols, ihedeteotiTe 
began to descend the stone, steps of the snbter- 
ranean-— while his man hetd tne candle oonye- 
niently at the month : and the former said in a 
stem dfoisive totte, "Now, Mr. Smedley, ws 
know yon are' here I Yon had better sarroidor 
yottismf $ ferif fw. attempt any reeistanoSi yen 
win perha^gstE bnUet wough the head,'^ 
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VBI ICTSTIBXBf Of JBM OOmt» 

Thia intimation was followed by the o^ck of one or if indeed that suddenly eieoaked moTOinenl on 
pistol-'then by that of the other t yet no answer the part of Mrs. Smedley, by whioh Tom watf 
was returned. thrown into the pit» had met his ears, itmighi 

"What will the Barker do P" though# Bab to naturally hUTO been taken for the quick transienl 
herself c and quick as lightning she rerolred in her scuffle of an arrest being effeoted. Leaving the 
mind how shsreould possibly seeodB any endeavour doors open— for she comprehended full well wbai 
that he mif^t perohanoe make for the frustration ^ Burketts intention was— the infunous woman 
of the oflkers* designs. • mimed a loolqof dffl^p distress ; and accosting the 

At that self-same instant tbere was another wild officer who had been appointed to keep gusrd upon 
tush of the freniied black cat. This time it was the front door, she said in a whimpesring tone, and 
in the passage on the ground door ; but tbe sounds breaking her words with aq apparently convulsing 
reached the ears of those in the souUery. The sob,/*lt*s all over! They have taken my poor 
door at the bead of the stairoassb having doubtless dear man— and they want you down below. This 
been disturbed by the animal, olmd with violence; is tho way ; there^s a light where they are. Oh, 
and the tall deteotivedenaii^ "What the deuce dearl— olq destr . . 

is that, Tom P** The weman'a gurt was so well played— and tbo 

that cursed animal again," was the to- whole nreeeeding seemed so natural— that the offl- 
^wnoe I fbr all was now sadieBly s(dU once more, oer henlated not for an instant to doioend theatcps 
Mh. Bmediay, having har narves by thia Ihna to which che led him,— ihe henelf remaining on 
completely ctrang for any abrupt or ctartling tha lop to light him as he went down. The in* 
ooeurrenee, quickly ragaiued her own eetBpemessloa; btani be raaohed the bottom he was felled by a blow 
aud puahlng tha doer at Iba bottemof tbeetalioaee, from the Burkir^eelub: Bab Smedley rnih^ down 
aha aeid, "At all aventi wa wont bat# tbo brute tbo stelfa— 'and bar ruffian acoomplioe^ at onoa 
coma tuihSng down bora again.** perceiving that tbennfortunate official waa stunned, 

Tbe doormeaed undlotAedJtmtf by tba impnlii dragged him into tho eellar, the hngedoorof whioh 
tbna given to it; and tb# offioer anewaiod to ba olomd nnd betted. Another quick eiamination 
theabbtevi a ted'Ohriatfamnaamof »Bte,en<aaimod of the efflUemanian showed the misoioant that the 
tlendy, "Ton bscnquhih ma*am!** Btsndnwqy two teteetlfei tttti Uy motionlem at tho bottom of 
from thil door— and none of oonrnonsoneer theMipsi and Ihr n complete teium^ wne 

" 8he 000*1 esespe^ Toua^ oocemd hli eupeffier t gnteed. 

"the psmm np-mafri teguiida i .** fril bow te eoMpet Hte. Snmfflcgr ani dho 

Afltbatwttawodwaanowlhewmfrof afrwln- BaHwr hud ad their wite shout them, th^ 
steqta. H emoiiy had Mm tiffl dmec oiv a given fuiokhr aeoendsd te Iho partour, wbett thtgofetb 
nttecanee te thorn leal woiia whiahwa bmo to- pactomtef uhastyglamcCsriritt; andtheSaricer 
oorded, whan tbrnwaa u mh b anaaiB i 'a blow sud, "IfmpulanfmlliiiigswilhoifriuoiMfrmt^ 
wiu dmll-Mffl hi fflrniiimuluafflinguifcdin delay.** 

the dash Asailh from the slew of Ms nempanien MtuMmdteP'lo^^d-MMsahert harbeUHfr 
who wni b e llhm the light. <)aiok us thought, Bab andffrawl ware cl^ved oni her Bionay» the iter 
Bmedlay threw m se tf with the teiy of u tigor-eat tcinheli aha pernsma ^ and u paekat of papm 
upon the aubmdfamte Tsnq and pmipiMted bam wort qaiaUly aeonrad about her parson*^ that in 
he ad t eng down the atepe. The aounda ef sefwnd a ooo^ tf aotentca she joined the Boiher^pteb 
e evtae h r dealt Haws eeaffit^ up from the ebym, "ITowwumal mahearMh Isr itr*hoaai4L 
r a h ih i l bstaars; tefrtha onfrluseMflhhig— the "Toufooutfrmbunitnm tefhetell: TOAdtow 
ligte tnd dilute ten p M ten o wn mtkped hi quick wnl gate ten light. We mnte get out of 
total darfcne h . Kct lor am iniBuut did che lorn Leaden as fidak as wa os% and hwte te ohmea 
herpioaemof mhidi ten Inm whsM mi n teilf< wfaatlnc « hotr Wo'afor meet again. Bntteteof 
thica worn theumateaf chtaintat mteteer dghti tel,ba!foynngol«ny btuntP** 
a IttoUte wns eitnek end at ten very momeni that Bab taedl^ teruet tbfoeor four oovoroifDs Into 

tea appdid it to another oandluBml^ tee Barker the BateDsr’a band; and ehe then issued forth from 
emerged from below. tha front door of tbe bouse. Barney kept it about 

" Are ttey donefor f* was Mn.Bmedley's rapidly an inch ajar to Usten, with his olub in readiness to 
put question. receive any other polioe*official8 who might possibly 

"Let's see,*' said the Barker: and snatohing the rush ig. But alL was quiet; find after allowing 
asndle from* her band, be partially desoended the about a minate's pausu he quitted tbe habitation, 
etops— whence almoet instantaneottsly retuming^ —dosing the door behind him. Without the 
be added, " Xhey^ stunned, if not killed. And dightest moleetotion he oontinued his way along 
new wbat'e to be doneneit F** the s tr eet a nd fdt himself to be in comparative 

Bab, in n bstey wblsps*** tee wretch to lalisty. 
underctand that there whs an officer in tbe pscssge, Tbere were in reality no more offldds in the 
and that there were oihere ontiiAcb watehlng the front part of the Smedleyc* house: but a couple 
hack premises. • ^ were watching in the yard at the back,— little 

" Take tbe light^-fosipqilielq'' said tbe Bucket, dreaming of tho utter disoomUture of thdr oom« 
tell tha effieer far# wantsd bafew**»whimpev a *radee withia. The whole affair on the part of the . 
bte*-m4.iayaBhowympa(»bmrtMmdlateofc.'* dateetives had been entered uponeo quie«ly,'thifr 
The woman teUMManaoutef p ictee de d to obey’ the aelgbboitfs fin tee etreet. oontinued utlerfy Un- 
Bumey't directional and with tee %KI in her sumiewiM of What Wim gdiig on; and tens no hoe 
liind;tes ascended the itairi. Ife Should efreerve apdety was raised when the Barker Stde IbMh. 
Umt^frmtetaiKmimSteiMeof teedoocaattopand offloeru •• the reader has seen, had eotae 
botte m halug ciaaed, the offioer in the petsege bed hither merely frr tbe arrest of Jack 8madli|y : but 
heard Btetemru ite i n g of what mgoing on below; If they eoidd have foreseen that initead of the gol4 




taler ibajF ‘hm tovaA ibe Butber, tta om hi Ufct «n vhifili ooeuloa alta « 5iM« 
iroaM hm adopted hur ditoeat preeattUoae aad da/e Aikuf ba eaugltl a aBiuuioir<«ha vat a» 
vQold hare inradad tbe hoote hi a poeie. exoet able abol-iHiDd aa Ibr bnating, he had |i«l 

le niglit have beep tea mlaatee after the eudlcieat eoarage to felleir the beoade. Bat bo 
Burker'e.efloape^ that the tall deteetieebigaa'Cb waa nemtbeleie fmid of b oae thig of hla aeeoaii>> 
reeorer faUeeaeeaf fbr be waa oal^atoaad— aot pliabflBeDta Vid bia'ftaa 1 aalltbaieMa|iaeti) and 
kill0d«-bj the fought he bad experietiead. Be m eeaiiderad it naaljr to haoe the aviidaB abore 
waa bowem BTueh injured t for the miaoraaat had eaiieaerated aaatteved about bk apartiaeutu 
beateu him about the hbad and abouldeia' with bit BademoiaeHe Anaaatiae^ baa^ fluOf, Off bet 
^ elub. Onthua Ooming to bimaelf, the deteotlee bouaet aad abawl, eat# dowa at taUej uad the 
heard the aubdued moana of hit aotodiaale Tom ; cbampagna aooa led to very ttvely diaooafao* 
aud it waa yet aev eral miautea befoia the two aiaa ^ Mj daar girV* aaid altar oamo eoaver* 
were auffieieotly raeoveted to dreg tbemaalvea up aatlea oa general topiei^ I oogbl toeopiddev my* 
from the pit. Ibaa they heard a feeUe knoekhig salf epeeadhigly fertunate that you ahouU pieta 
at the eellar*door t they opened it^aad fouad %hw me to the Bake of liCenknioatr 
comrade who bad been made a prieoner tbere« and ^ Abl my dear Aoguiiiiv* MpUed tbi yoaag 

who waa nearly at mueh injured aa thamaelrea. lady, fixing hat eyee tendarlv apea bim; **10 aea 
The watobers from tba baok yard wera admittad^ you at paeada waa perfteUy Irraaletiljle. Bat 
into the houie; but it waa only too ayident that Madatpa Angelique loU you all about ilF" 


the Barker and Bab Smedley b^ eieap^. 


*Yeit and 1 oeriainly felt myeelf highly flat* 


On the following day the eubterranean waa tbo* tf^d. But don*t be olfenM, my dear AroiantUia/* 
roughly inTeatigated by the polioe: the earth at oentinued Hr. Softly : only Juet want toaak one 
.the bottom waa dug up-^and alight though auffi- little question^aad that if, did you raally never 
dent traoaa were diaeovered to prove mat the have a lovef**-yoa know what 1 maan— bcKfore the 
evideneea of foul Crimea bad been eoneealed and Bukef** • 

wall nigh obliterated there. The quiekdime, "Oh, never! never 1** exelaimidl the Franob 
mixed with the roil, aff)rde j u frightful indieation girl, with ao mubh raadineia that Mr* Softly wat at 
of how the dark work ^ bean done ; end though onee oonvineed of bee awcoiity* 


OBABTBB XCn. 


Tvma we now to the lodglnga of the Bon. Auguf* 
tua Boftly-4be young ofta to whom Madame 


no human rematna were diainterred, thare esicted "And your father 

no doubt that more than one victim of murder had " Ah, doa*t apeak of hiul" iuddm^y iplem^ited 
been oonaigned to that aubtorraneen tomb. Armantipe, wUb a ml thott^ tranaient Ming of 

ramorae. 

"Bo tall mab" laid the young gentlaman, 
" aomathing about your earlier Uft. Brink another 
OBABTBB XCn. I glaaa of ebaoipsfpe-4at aa laugh and be aa gay 

I aa poMible." 

"Well, ww win," aaid Armratkie. "Bow liaten 
while 1 tell you a little tala— — 

Tvna we now to the lodglnga of the Bon. Auguf* " It it a true ontP" Mhed Softly. ' 

tua Softly— the young offim to whom Madame "You ehall judge^for youraalf. Abopt^ftia 

Angelique, on breaking up her eetabUibment, so years ago/* oontloued Armantine, "a young 


genetoualy bequeathed MadeaaoiaeUe Armantine. Frvneh lady» endowed with tolerabl^eeeomplish* 
Very beautiful waa tbe FreBeb|||iH— yat far mente, and about aa good looking aa 1 am— —** 
from being ao little frail ta isRhilliner bad " In that eaae the waa aa angel/' eiied the Uea* 
chosen to represent her. Of a Iheoinating atyle tenant of the Qoaada. 

of lovoliseaa— with all the iftat firaahneaa of youth " She waa an angel, than— dnee yon will hm 
flufiknently well praaarved— tad indeed atill y^th* it so," lasamad Amantine, laughing ao aa to dia* 
ful, fov^he waa not yet twanty-two**i*Ariiiiidftne pkqr bar pearly teeth. "Well, tbie angel waa aom 
was fully oolculatod to make a powerful impreaaion signed to a convent—*" 
on Buob a mind amthat of Mr Softly. Bw man- "I recolleot that Madame Augalique— " 
nere were captivating 1 the had all tboee ifitle be- "BoWi do be aileatl— pray doqft intefrapl 
wUohing arte which epeoially ohavaeleriee the me 1"— a^ Armantine tapp^ hie eheek with hw 
famaleeof the nation to whieh the belonged: aha waa laaH snowy white hand. "The young lady 1 
far from defioiant in aoeompUdimaalf-ahe could speak of waa eonaignad to u convent— which she 
draw, play, aad sing; and es fordaneing, aha was relished about aa much ae you would frnoy braad 
a veritidde profteieat in the art. Thai altogethar and water fbc your dinner. Wall, abe had not 
the Bon. Augnatua Softly found bar p very an- been many wegba there when aha eaoapad; end 
chanting mutraas. not daring to rata|m home, sped to Faiic. She 

Sevarel di^ had ekpaed aiBoe the eonmenee- knew not esaetly how to get her Uvingt uaA find* 
ment of hie ecquaintanoe wUb Armantiuei and inf it inconvenient to atarve— ee aa bring 

' one efterneop^et about two oVslook, rim Mved at little diapoeed to plunge heedlong Into fanproper 
hklodgtog^acoocding toaneppeintaMptBedeqn oauriie— You can ms diet Auguata it ion 


hk lodgings acooeding to an 
the previout day. He puipe 


Biedeqn oaursee— You aes^ mg diet A u guito% it ie n 
her with very mocal tala— 


n ehampagiie hinriwon; und hehad tiaaft •« least "But dan't lei It gab toe MtouC intaijaeled 
an hour 'earliac than nanal frg the puipoae. The Softly. 

epertment whera ha received her wea deeecuted In "Ob* nol" endqlmai Anumriiin with anetbaf 
teun bahbakr-frahieni euil besiBg-^va^ amilet "ifc ia ebaui to take e vary lively larn. 
bunting whips end treacouf* fiahing-teeue end Bring en eetompHahad dmeiv the yanag My 


other toesiaariai to flMd ipsttn want asettaredi went hrikr to tbe Ope ra ■ n ot veify boMiy 
dbout— toottgh Mr. Softly bed never ^gled butt Ibough^ aean that the act was bold to go thaea 



THB M7IT1BXBB OV TBB OOUBT. 


•t .»11 1 for die wu eU modeitj end confonon. elong with the reit, ha experienced a deoicife 
Bowerer, ebe inquired for the ballet master, and refusal. He became the most pene?erlng of her 
besonght employment. He desired her to afford persecutors. He had her eanM off to a lonelj 
him a specimen of her abilities p and I suppose house on the outskirts of Paris t but thence she 
that as in consequence of her timidity she ae- esoap^. A second time was she carried off ; and 
quitted herself with some degree of a^wardness, on this occasion to a house of infony, whbre the 
he chucked her under the chin— no doubt for the unprincipled Bbglishman rowed that if she did not 
puipose of encouraging her. She boxed his ears submit by fair means, riolenoe should be used, and 
in return. For a moment he appeared u if about all Paris should know next day that*Atalanta, the 
to be desperately angry i but altering his mind he supposed paragon of firtue,' luri passed the night 
burptout into a hearty laugh—for he was a Tory there. She howerer escaped a second time; the 
good«natured man. This little incident gare the police were informed of the outrage— and the 
young lady spirits; and then she acquitted herself Englishman was ordered to leare Paris. His 
00 well that he resoWed to prepare her for the infotuation took a phase by no means uncommon t 
ballet. Then she went through a course of train- it turned from lore to hate'— and he secretly set 
ing : her progress was inoreA|p— her proficiency himself to work to find out who Mademoiselle 
was soon complete. The ballet-nfister treated hmr Atalanta really was. He succeeded : he oommu- 
with kindness— protected her from ihsttlt— and ap- nicated with her family; and for the third time 
pearedto hare ooneeired a paternal MTection for was she carried off when leering the opera— but 
the young lady after the repulse which his first on this occasion by her father and brother. She 
amatory overture bad received. At length the was taken back to her convent. This was what 
, day came when she was to make her appearance the Englishman desired ; and he found means of 
I in public; and every wall in Paris was oorered causing a letter to be conveyed to her, intimating 
I with immense posters^ announcing the intended that if she would consent to fly with him, he would 
debut of Mademoiselle Atalanta— for that was the effect her escape. She show^ the letter to the 
name which the exquisite imagination of the Superior: it was conveyed to the police- and the 
baUet-master bestowed upon her.'* Englishman was turned out of France. Giicum* 

^And a very pretty name tool* observed stances recently brought Atalanta to London. This 
Soflly: "but of course not so captivating as very day she has 6noountere4the Englishman; and 
Armanti n e. Pray proceed." he has threatened her with his implacable vengeance 

" Ataianta's triumph was immense^" continued unless she chooses to place herself under Ids pro- 
the French girl ; " and the reviews on the follow- teotion.** 

ing day spoke of her m a perfect mirarie in the ** And the charming Atalanta," exclaimed 
Terpsiohorean sphere. It may perhaps be as well Softly, " is, as I all along suspected, the equally 
to observe that out of the doaen principal oriHqu$§ charming Armantine P" 

the ballet-master himself wrote seven, all in dif- "Pot all the cbarmtiiyf out of the question," 
forent strains of eulogy; and the remaining five responded the young lady, with a smile, " and yon. 
) were penned by the reriewcrs immediately after are right. Now, my dear Augustus, you art ao* 

I the ohampagne^supper whioh the Direetor of the quaint^ with one episode in my life." 
j Optra gavt to the gentleman of the press in the " Yes— and Madame Angelique told me that 

CMm»rooffl. But all tfils apart^ Atalanta's your fother is a Marquit," he immediately added. 

I triumph WM really immense. She appear^ as a "Ah! pray do not speak of him," murmured 
I sylph amongst a mass of douds t die h^ wings at Armantine. " If I were married, it would indeed 
her back— fiowers in her hair; and whatsoever be very, very different 1" 

beauties of form she possessed were developed " And Madame Angelique," pursued Softly, 

by the gausy drapery. The enthusiasm her ap- "hdped the Duke of Marebmont to carry you iS 
pManoe excited, no doubt inspired her to put firom the convent two or three months back." 
forth all her powers; and subsequent cHdgaes— "^you see liarobmont^" was the wUy French 
whicb were not pmined by the friendly ballet- girlT guarded response^ "he will tell you all 
master, and not written under the influence of the about it." 

Director's champagne-pronounced her style of " I mw him just now," njointd Softly, 

dmuting to,tg n perfect combination of all t^ do* " Ah, indeed I" ejaculated Armantine quickly, 

gmiciss and graces pertaining to the art." "Yes— he called upon me for a fow minutes^" 

"The ravishing creature I" qaculated Softly, rdoined the Hon. Augustus Softly, " about half- 
"But I fonoy I see in this lovely embodiment of an-honr before you came in. To teli you the truth 
graces and elega nc ies- —being rather proud of my conquest^ I spoke of 

"Fray anticipate nothing !" inteijeoted Arman- it to the Duke ; and he said enough to confirm 
the, agah tapping her fooUsb youqg lover’s cheek Madame Angeliqus's tale. But about this Eng- 
in a playfrd manner. "You qiay easily suppose lishman of youris —what is Us namef" 
that die had A great many overtures^ and was " His name P— Oaptain OartwrighC resp<mded 

exposed to many temptotiona— acme of which, Armanthe: and thm An added with a visible 
when Tweeted, changed into persecution. And shudder, " And, Oh I he is so terribly feroeioua— 
noir 1 come to that part whidi eonstitntss my such a desperate meal I am sure I duwld faint 
) motive for telling you .this tahr Amongsl tlis if he made his appsprance to molest me I" 
noblemen and gentlemen— foreign, as urall ic "Molest you, my dear girlP" eadaissed Mr. 
French-^who obtained admittance beUnd the Softly,aasoaBinga very valorous look i "not while 
aoenss and were allowed the eatrfo of the Oteen- I am hem to Mad yoql No mttsr whether 
room, was a flares military-lboking Bnglishmaa, swords or pistols-^egad I I would teach him a 
seme forty yeaie of age^ who made the most bril* ksion which hi dumld not forget I" 
lent overtuiee to SMissoieelle Atalaatai but, Armaatlue wstbhed her lover peirewiy, but 



TBi mnimni o» wm povwf. 

wiUKmt fMmloB tudo fo, b« thill tpokoi tad ^trab^ inhaiioiqf tha teenuM of hit took* HU 
die WM ibrewd end penetretinip enough todiiMm bfowi^ ^jgtmellj thUk and o?erhaogiiig^ welra nor 
that beneath hie parade of magnaaimitj then ma miioh eofragated, aa if with the infuiiate fteliiiga 
a real oowardioe. In truth the Hon. Aumatua whieh were pent up in Ua aoul, but aeeking te 
Softlj wee aa obioken*hearted a young gentSeman bare a tint^ and detemiiaed to find one too. He. 
aa ererby aifth paltrineaa of dlapoaitioa diagraoed wonaaortofaeaid^iiilitaiyappaNl^of aaomewhat 
the Britiah unifonn. Let the reaSernooUeot that antiquated and welUn^h ei^loded fbahion. A. 
we an by iqi meana drawing hiiu aa a type of rartout ooa^ all frogged and braided orer the 
Hritiah offioera generally— nor of thoae of the breaati and faatening with hooka and eyee, fitted 
Quarda eapeeially. In hia fopptryi bia ooneeit, hia tight to hia atrongly built peraoni and waa oloaed 
CKtrmgance, and hia diaaipated babiti^ he might up to the throat. He bad gny trouaen^ with, 
eertainly be taken aa the npnaentatire of a large red atrlpea; and on hia head waa a apeta of 
elaaa of military men bearing oommiMionat but in foraging>eap. He wore buokakin glorea | and had 
the oowardioe of hia natun he oonatituted an ez» altogethn the. air of a military man of the old 
eqption. aebool. • 

" Gome," aaid Armantine, audddnly aaauming a Mr. Soltly’a Uan at, onee anggeated that 
moat lively air, ** we will not talk any mon about ArmantineU terror eould haTe been created 
tbia odioua oaptain. The ohampagne ought to put nothing hx$ the appearance of Captain Cartwright 
no in good apiritl. Come, aing me a aong !'* —and that thenfon the formidable Captain Cart* 
"1 never sang in my life, my dear girl,’* replied wright thia fieroe-looUng individual muat aaauredly 
Softly. " The Guardi, you know, don’t aing.” be. 

"Well, but we must do aomething to amuae f, "Save me from him, my dear Auguatua 1" aaid 
ouraelvea,” exclaimed Armantine, now exhibiting Armantine,fluigUig to arma about the neokof her 
all the gaiety and aprightlineaa that e^aoteriae lover, and eUnging to him aa if in t^ very frensy 
the women of the country to which abe belonged, of terror. 

"Ah! there ia your uniform 1 I have a very "Oh— yea— yea I 1*11— I’ll aave yon, my dear,*^ 

great mind to try it on and aee how it fita atammered the young jGuardamap, with a very 
me.” « pale oountenanoe. "But perhape the gentleman 

"Do I” exclaimed Softly. "Capital ideal— —the Captain, 1 mean— for I anppoae it <e Oaptain 
delicioua, *pon my honour 1” v Cartwright to whom I have thehononr of apeaking 

Armantine eprang from her aeat, laughing —will be to good aa to explain— ” 

merrily; and flrat ^ ail ahe put on the Hon. "Explain, airP”. ijeculated the fieroe-Iooking 

Auguatua Softly’a cap with the gold band round individual, now aeeming ten thouaand timea more 
it. She looked at beraelf in the glaaa ; and aa the fierce than at flratt " I never explain I— nnleaa it 
iap reated above the long flowing gloaay hair, ia with anck thingn aa themi” and he pointed 
and the oountenanoe wore an expreaaion of mia- toward! a aword and a piatol-oaae which lay upon 
dhievoua arobneaa, Mademoiaelle Armantine looked a aide table. 

quite oharming. Softly waa enraptured i he oon* "Perhapi^ air,” aaid Mr. Softly, plucking up all 
aidered the whole prooMding exquiaite ; and any the oourage be could poaaibly oidl to Ua aid in 
one might indeed have envied him the fhoility order to meet the qpeaent criai% "if yon were to 
with which he waa amuaed. do me the honour to— to ait down— and— and take 

"Now for the coat !*' exclaimed Armantin# t and a glaaa Of wine—” 
abe waa about to put it on. "My demeanour here, air,” interrupted the 

"What! over your dreaaP” aaid Auguatua. Captain, doaing the door vic^tly bemnd him, 
"You wicked fellow, what would you have me ** depend! entirely on the anawera I receive to a 
do P” and ahe tapped him playfully on the cheek, few queationa I am going to put. In that young 
" Surely it will fit me aa it iaP You are not eo lady, air, I entertain a very deep intereat— ” 
very atout— neither am I.” " Don’t for heaven’a aake, irritate him, my 

Thaa apeaking, and laughing merrily all the deareat Auguatua I” whiapered Armantine, aa with 
while, Armantine put on the coats but ahe Oountenanoe averted from Captain Cartwright 
eould not foatetf it aeroaa her boaom. Mr. Softly ahe trembling^ oinng to her lovev*o arm. 
volunteered hia ud ; and aa he availed himaelf of "A very deep inteiea^” continnad the fierce* 
the opportunity to anatcb divera little licencea with looking intruder ; "and moreover I have her 
bia beautiful miatreaa^ the playfol tapping of the fother’a authority for taking any atep that may 
cheek waa renewed, accompanied by peala of aeem good to am according to eiroumatancea.” 
laughter more hilarioua than ever. But all of "Ah, my poor fotherl” murmured Armantina. 
a audden Armantine^a oountenanoe underwent a "But pray, my dear Auguatua^ do not— do not 
iifiking change; a foint idiriek buret from bar anger thia dfomid man— or he will Ull ua both 
Upe; and on t^ Hon. Auguatua 8ofti|y turning outright I” , 

haatily round in the direotm to which her eyea "X may at one time have entertained a tender 
were lookings he atartad on bbhclding the oauae of aantiBBcnt for that young lady,” continued Captain 
her alfright. , Cartwright; "but eirc um atancaa have oocuried to 

A very fiaiee-Iooking gentlematt waa aUmding altar that foeliag— and now it ia a fraternal or 
upon the thredmid, hrimag the door hatfopan, paternal regard that I mvariaM ficr Bar. Ibavu 
and aurvaying the aoane. Ha waa tall| and aoM traced her Uthar. If you mil Mr. Softby 
whatatontlly boUt^— hia fbrm being Indieatfvt of that ahe ia your wiftblahall be aaSafied— X ahail 

great atran^h I while the eipraaaion of hia eounla* rriafoii-X aball fill a hamper of champig n a 

nanea denoted a veritabla WMtar. Bb waa of and wiilk ownhlahalldrinkit!” 

Ike middle ege-parhapa a trifie peal it ; and had Sfota^ iia if to kandor hia worda all the ounu im* 
gmy whiakara and mouataebai^— the letter eonaU preaalvak Captain Cartwright atruok the taUa aueb 
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a Tiolent bloir with his clooclied fist that Mr. roturasd the sword to- its sheath ; and hastily draw* 
Boftljr shuddered to the innermost confines of his in^ off his buckskin gloro, he presented his hand 
being ; while his mistress whispered in a hastier to Softly. The young geotleman took it ; and now 
and more tremulous tone than ** He is mad ! Mademoiselle Armaotiue rentored to look round 
he is desperate ! Fur hearon’s sake say anything upon the fierce Captain. , 

->*ererjthing to paci/y him ! I knom all your ** Do not be afraid of mo any longer,** ho said, 
courage, my dear Augustus : but think what a assuming a milder tone and look. ** lEoro’s my 
dreadful thing it would be for me if he stretched band for yoa also— and now I can 'communicate 
you weltering in your blood at my feet !" joyous tidings to your fatberi But, Ah 1 1 forgot 

At this horrible idea poor Softly gare rent to a something 1 The marriage cartifioate ? I must 
low moan ; aud he trembled so perceptibly that the seo it— I must satisfy myself beforo 1 compromise 
reader may marvel bow it was ^that Armantino my word in communicating with your father*** 
could whispiringly add, **For both our sokes re- "Toll him you haTO left it elsewhere," hastily 
strain this dreadful ardour of youc’s ! —curb your whispered Armantino. "Tell him anything— for 
fidlry temper!— tell him everything— promise him heaven's sake dol Ilis look is already oh'ang- 
every thing— or be will massacre us I” iog.'* 

Mean\riiilo Captain Cartwright, having dealt "The marriage certificate, sirP* said Captain 
that terribly energetic thump upon the table, took Cartwright sternly. , 

three or four strides to and fro in the apartment " The certificate ? Oh ye-e>e-s,** stammored the 
as if to compose his excited feeling : but if this Hon. Augustus Softly. " lt*s all right— it's— it’s 
were his object, the aim was not reached— for it at a friend's of mine— where wo hod the wodding- 
waa with the fiercest possible expression of counte- ^breakfast— ^yo-c-o-s, that's it." 
nance that he once more accosted the misei^le "Good!" exclaimed Captain Cartwright: "you 
Augustus Softly. are a man'of honour in every respect— and it re- 

"Yes, sir,** continued the fire<eater, "if that juices mo that Jean bo proud of your friendship 
young lady is your wife, 1 shall be ha^y— I shall instead of having to wreak a frightful vengeauce 
r^oioe : 1 shall be enabled to speed to her father upon you. Here's to both your healths !" 
with the agreeable intelligence. But if, sir, on Thus speaking, the noV ap[^ased fire-eater filled 
the other hand"— and here Captain Cartwright himself a glass of champagne, *and poured the con- 
gvoond his teeth as if with an uncontrollable fury tents down that throat from which such terrible 
at the bare idea ho was about to explain,— ‘"if, sir, menaces had recently come forth, 
you cannot look me frankly in the fkM and say " Mr. Softly," he oontinueQ, " I must seo this 
that she is here without discredit or dishonour to ocrtificatc. 1 can say nothing to Armantiue's 
herself, I shall be compelled, sir— painful though father until I have received indisputable evidence 
the, alternative he— to embruo my hands in the that she is your wife. To-morrow I am engaged 
bio^ of a fellow-creature !** to fight a duel in the morning— to trounce a rascal 

Having given vent to this firightful threat^ Cap- in the afternoon— and to break a fellow’s head at 
tain Cartwright did not dash his clenched fist upon my Club in the evening. But the day after, sir, at 
the table— but he stalked straight up to where two o'clock punctually, I shall be hero. I don’t like 
the yufing oflicer’s sword lay^tsud he deliberately using threats, sir,"— and here the Captain looked 
drew the weapon from its riieath. most overpoworingly fierce : "but if the certificate 

"Just heaven, he will murder is I" whispered ie not forthcoming, I shall be compelled, sir— dis- 
Armantine, as if in a dying voice. "For my sake agreeably compelled— jto inflict such aohostiseineut 
—for both our sakes— tell him I am you wUe 1" ou you-—’* 

"But, my dear girl—" "Ob, Captain Cartwright 1" exclaimed Arman* 

"Did you speak, sirP" demanded the oflker, tine, as if in an agony of terror: "spare these 
turning round upon Softly with such fierce abrupt* dreadful threats I— the certificate will be fortbcom* 
ness that the unfortunate young gentleman felt ing ! Will it not, dear Augustus F" — an^ aho 
his blood all curdling in his veins, his teeth chat- looked appealingly at her paramour, 
taring, and his limbs trembling. "Did you speak, " Ye-e-e-s— Ob I ye^" responded tbe miserable 

eir, I ask? — did you give me an answer to my Softly, wllb again felt that all the blood was 
question f Yes^or no— is that lady your wifeP" curdling in hu veins and that bis hair was stand* 
" Ye-e*e*s,*’ replied Augustus, in such a ter* ing on end. 
rible state of bewilderment that he scarcely knew "Good!" exclaimed the Captain. "The day 
what he was siting. after to-morrow at two o'clock I eball be here 1** 

" YesP** exolaioM Cartwright. "Speak it out He then stalked out of the room, closing the 
more plainly 1" door violently behind him ; and the miserable Mr. 

" For heaven’s take," whispered «‘Armantiiie, Augustus Softly sank with a bellow groan into an 
" dearest Augustus—** * arm*ehair. He looked the verv picture of wretch- 

" Yes, she is my wifeT said the yqang oflber, edness: but Armantine filled him a glass of wine 
feeling as if by the assertion Ms life wae euddenly —seated herself on his knee— wound her arm 
eaved. about bis neck— and plied all her moat witching 

"Then look up, Armantine — and be net m^oleries— lavished too all the meet tender ca* 
abaihedf** exclaimed Cartwright. "Hevsr mind reasei^ with euoh effect that the young gentleman 
this masqaerading nonsense- dressing yourself up rallied sufiiolenllv to eniiaage bie position and 
in year hoaband’e regimentsls! BTew-manM dlsoum it within nimsdf. 
people are aa eilJy as lovere after all ! Mr. Softly, What wu to be done f To appeal to a meg ii- 
jou are' a man of honour— 1 am proud, eir, to trat# (br pfoteotioo againit the jBfe*eater, would bo 
nM mr aequaintaaeo. There is my hand." tirtutDy Co avow a dastard inability to proteeC 

junta thus spoaking, the terrible captain had himself. To run away from London alra moment 

* 
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when 1m Iom# 1m could not procure leave of ab- pletelj infatuated, like an old dotard at he wai^ 
aenoe from hii regiment, would be to renounce hie with hie beautiful mutreae. Wo should obserTo 
commiMion— and when the reason should be known, that tdere bad been all the shyness and prudefj 
to be out by everybody as a coward. Tot thecer* of a veritably virgin bride in the first instance | 
tificato mtfst be forthcoming I Would the date of and new that some days had elapsed sinoo the eon* 
it matter so^ long as it was displayed ? Certainly nexion began, ISglantine appesM to entertain so 
not. Then the only altemativ# which could be lively a tsnse of the old lord’i generosity and kind- 
adopted, was the marriage of the Hon. Augustus ness^ that she behaved as if she already esteeamd 
Softly with* Mademoiselle Armantiae by special and could aoon love him. 
lioonoe on the morrow. Tbaj were seated, aa we have said, at breakfast^ 

All these refleotione passed through Mr. Softly’s — Sgli^ine in a charming dUbahilUe ^ Lord 
brain, aa Armantiae doffed the red ooat and the Weaham in a dressiDg-gown and black velvet 
cap. He looked at her. She was exquisitely skull-cap. The contrast was immense«-*and af* 
shaped— her countenance was beautiful. But then, forded a striking illustration of the varieties of ap- 
to marry one’s mistress 1 Still it was better than pearanoe which human beings may present to the 
to be sacrifloed to the vengeance of a blood-thirsty view,— how one may be ^med to frioioate and 
fire-eater; and Mr. Softly came to the conclusion another to dujgust— bow graces eleganoe, and love- 
that it was the best oonrse be could possibly adopt, liness may belong to youtb, and how loathsome 
Armantine fully comprehended all that was passing ugliness may oharaoterbe eld age. And yet that 
in bis mind t she lavished her caressec upon him — old lord wot infatuated enough to hug the belief 
she deolared how much she loved film— she said that he had already rendered himself agreeable to 
everything to gratify his vanity and minister to Eglantine— that she esteemed him— and that the 
his pride— she protested that she was ready and ' would soon love him. And he moreover alieady 
willing to make any sacrifice to ensure his happi- doted upon her: he would sooner have parted witL 
ness— she would even flee from the countfy, though title and wealth than have separated from her. 
her own heart ahould break— but she dreaded the He was jealous too— ae jealous as he could be 


vengeance of the terrible Cartwright on account of 
her dear Augustus I 


—not because sba had given him aqy reason for 
the sentiment, nor beoause he was deficient in 
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Could Mr. Softly resisf all this P Impossible 1 oonoeit of his own merits— but because it is in the 
Ho drank glass aftir glaas of champagne— ^is nature of all men to be thus jealous of young 
Iriood was heated with the wine and with Arman- wives, and still more of young mistresses, 
tine's seductive carefses— he likewise experienced ** My dear girl,** he presently said, after having 
an awful horror of Captain Cartwright ; and thus, contemplated her fhr two or three mmutei^— 
amidst the strange and unnatural iBonfusion of hie **ugbl ughl this dreadful cough of minel—— 
feelings and bewilderment of his thoughts, he de- you teem pensive to-day P Tell me, my eweet 
cided on securing the charmer as his wife, and girl— ugh 1 ugh I it it weren’t for this horrible 
thereby averting the hideous vengeance of the cough I sboold fed quite young again!— But tell 
fire-eater. me, whet it is that raakei you look so pensive P" 

"Pensive— am 1 pensive P" ejaculated E^an- 
— tine, as if suddenly startug up from a reverie t 

"I am sure I di8 not think 1 was! And 

CHAPIEB ZCIH. yet " 

"Ugkl ughl— and yet— ughi ughl— thia 
THB OLD LOUD AWD BI8 xzsTBBaa. dreadful oou^l But why, my dear, did you 

qualify your assurance P Pray be candid with mo 
Tub scene now changes to the sumptuously fur- —ugh 1 ugh 1 If there is anything you want— 
uished bouse which Lord Wenham had hired for ugh I ugh I— -anything more I can do to ensuro 
the accommodation of his beautiful Eglantine— your happi ness - ■■■■*’ 

who was passed off on him aa the immaculate niece " Tour lordship has already done so moch for 
of the hot very immaoulate Madame Angelique* me^** responded Eglantine, "as to leave not a 
The reader will npt have forgotten that bis lord- single wish unfulfiled. Indeed, I had never 
ship was an octogenarian, with bowdS form, formedany such wishes at all —for I did not foresee 
wrinkled fiice, on absence of teeth, a continuoua what my fote was to be !"— and as Eglantine thus 
backing cough, mod a mumbling etommering mode spoke in a tremulous voice, she sufier^ her eyelids 
of speech. Well nigh in hie dotage, be bad placed te droop— her air became pensive again— and then 
implicit oonfidenee in the specioue tale of Eglan- ebe hastily passed her kerchief across her brow, as 
tine’s virtue, and in the specious manner in which if wiping BWMy tears. 

the young lady had played her part towards her "Gome, ootq^, my dear girl,” said the old noble- 
" wicked aunt.” Immensely rich, and a widower, man, " what— wh^— ugh I ugh !— perdition take 
the antiquated nobleman thought that be had a thiseough of minel— ughl ughl— what^ what is 
perfect right to minister to hie own pleasures ; and it (hat makes you so melancholy P” 
he bad not therefore hesitated to form this most " To be candid with you, my lord,” answered 
expensive connexion. * Eglantine, suddenly looking up with an air of the 

It was in the forenoon on the day following the most artleM sincority into the oountenance of her 
inoideBts which we have related in the preceding aged protector " I have been thinking what mjr 
chapter; and if we peep into an exqdsitely fur- unde would aay to me if be knew what I had done 


nished boudoir at Miss Eglantine’s new abode, we 
eball find the young lady and her ancient pro- 
tector aeated at br^faet. Hie lordship bad 


—or what ha would do to my aunt if he learnt to 
what she has brought maP* 

" Tour UDoti— ugh I Tour aunt— ugh 1 ughl" 


paiaad tfaa iiig|ht at the house ; and be waa oon- { tUmmmd mi ooughed Lord Wenhan. " I aatur 
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Kuew tbat there was a Momieur Angelique'^l 
ilwaja thought that Aiadame was either i^widoir 
at leaat pasted as such. Tell me, mj dear— 
ugh 1 ugh ! ugh !— this cough a ill Ke the death of 
mo -ugh! ugh I” ^ 

** Madame Angelique is a widosr/' |iplained 
Sglantine : ** but nevertheless I have an unde. I 
will tell you how it is. Madame Angelique’s sister 
married an English gentleman : 1 am the issue of 
that union. My parents are dead, as your lord* 
ship has already been told ; and £ was taken at 
their death into the care of a distant relative. 
She also died ; and then my aunt Angelique took 
care of me. My late father’s brother has for a 
long time been abroad first in the army— then 
holding a high siluatien in the civil service of 
India; and he is shortly to return home— even 
if he be not at this moment in England. That is 
the uncle, my dear lord,” added Eglantine, with a 
profound sigh, ” whom i dread so much.” 

Is be a very stern man— ugh 1 ugh !— is he so 
very formidable P” asked Lord Wenham : and then 
he was seised with such a violent fit of ooug^ing 
that it was a wonder he was not shaken into the 
next world. 

** I have not seen him since I was about ten or 
eleven years old,” replied Eglantine, when the fit 
of coughing was over; "and then my unole came 
on a year's leave to England for the tonefit of his 
health. Oh I I never can forget that oountenance 
of his— BO stern— so threatening— so fierce I Bo 
nut, my dear lord, judge all the other members of 
my family by my aunt Angelique— nor by what I 
myself have become.” 

" l^unsense, nonsense, my dear !” ejaculated 
Wenham: "don't talk in this way of yourself. 
You seem to think — ugh 1 ugh ! — that you have 
done something mhst dreadfully bad by living with 
me. Nothing of the sort— ugh 1 ugh 1 ugh ! this 
oougb— ugh 1 ugh 1— of minej It is not as if you 
bad been a wild giddy girl, with a number of 
lovers— or as if you had been one of the regular 
inmates of Ifiadame Aogelique’i establishment. 
But innocent— ugh 1 ugh 1— and virtuous— ugh I 

ugh 1— as you were ” 

“Ah! still, my lord,” said Bglsntine, with 
another profound sigh, "I have fallen— I feel 
it— and bow can I look my unele in the face, 
should he find me out on his return to England P” 
"But why need he find you outP” inquired the 
oil nobleman: ”wby— ughi ugh 1— should he dU- 
eover— ugb I hgh 1— where you are P” 

"How can it possibly be avoided?” asked 
Eglantine. "He will oome to London— he is 
unmarried— cbildless—and I believe well off. He 
will ask for Ais young relative— he will not submit 
to the evasions and equivocations which my 
•wit Angelique ie sure to use. tHe ie terribly 
violent— resolutely determined*- fierce almost to 
eavageness. Ha is persevering too; and if he do 
not extort from Madame Angelique*a confession of 
all that has occurred, be will leave no stone un- 
turned in order to find me out” 

" Ugh ! ngh I- my deer— then we most hide 
you,” said the old nobleman: and as bis voios 
abruptly toss from its wonted mumbling and stam- 
mering into a positive shriek, he yelled forth, " I 
eonldn't part from you!— they shan’t tear you 
from me ! they shan't tear you from me 1” 
iaoh, how kind and go^ your lordship isT 


murmorad Eglantine, apparently melted to toaisi 
and starting from her seat, she threw her arms 
round the old dotard's ne^, lavishing oaresses 
upon him. 

" You do love me a fratfr bit P’ said Wenham, 
looking up into her face with gloatiqg ey^ and 
grinning like an %noient goat. 

"Ahl until now I esteemed you,” responded 
Eglantine: "but at present I feel— yes, I feel 
that I love you 1”— then gliding back to ^r seat^ 
she flung upon her old protector a look that 
seemed to vibrate with mingled tenderness and 
gratitude. 

I " You are a good girl— ugh 1 ugh 1— a very good 
* girl,” said the nobleman ; "and we will go out 
presently in the carriage to the splendid shawl- 
shop in Regent-street— where— ugh 1 ugh I— you 
shall choose whatever you like.” 

" Ah, my dear lord,” exclaimed Eglantine, " now 
you will understand the impossibility of keeping 
myself concealed from this terrible uncle of mine, 

, whenever he begins to aearoh for mo. How can I 
remain in*dours all day P how can I debar myself 
the pleasure of accompanying you in your drives P 
1 care not*for society or gaiety : with you I can ba 
happy t— but complete lonelinesB and seclusion I 
can not endure ! My uncle must sooner or later 
tind me out—” 

At this moment the ioot qpened ; and a shriek 
period from Eglantine's lips. Lord Wenham at 
flrst looked aghast : but on perceiving in which 
direction the eyes of his young mistress were benl^ 
he turned himself round in his chair, and beheld a 
formidable-looking personage advaiioiug into the 
room. We may save ourselves the trouble of much 
description, by declaring at once that the intruder 
was none other than Captain Cartwright : but oa 
the present. occasion he was ilressed in plain clothes. 
Scarcely less fierce however was bis aspect than oa 
the preceding day when he presented himself to 
the Hun. Augustus Softly and Madeinuiselle Ar- 
mantine. His countenance was stern and impla- 
cable ; and on advancing into the room, he banged 
the door with such terrific violence that it made the 
old lord shudder and quake from heail to foot with a 
•tartled sensation that was immediately tullowed by 
a At of coughing which lasted for several minutes. 

Meanwhile Eglantine had covered her lace with 
her hands: and Captain Cartwright, with arms 
folded across hisohest, stood surveying her with the 
sternest severity. e 

" Anf is it thus,” he said, " that I find my niece 
—the pensioned mistress of a nobleman 1 £ came 

to England for the purpose of giving you a happy 
home, and making you the heiress of my wealth : 

I had buoyed myself up with a thousand fond hopes, 
—hopes of happiness in my declining year^ in the 
society of a niece who would be unto me as a 
daughter, and for whom 1 should find an eligible 
husband. But all these hopes are destroyed— and 
my deoeased brother’s daughter has dishonoured 
the namg of Cartwright— that name which never ' 
wea dishononred before 1” 

"Spare me, dear ancle— spare me I” axoleimad 
Eglantine, flinging herself with every appearanot 
of the wildest grief at Captain Cartwright’s foek 
" Hit lordship ii very kind to me—” 

" Kind to you, Eglantine ?” ejaculated the Cap- 
tain soomiklly: "what means suoh kindness ai 

tkfor 



•Bvt,* mterropt^ tba old aoblomui, •!— I— •iKMrd WenhAia,** ho mM, “lUdoo to the fov 

ttghi ughi— wouldhoTojoakooirtliotl— lo>iighl words wbiehlhofo to oddroM onto joo. A ho- 
OTh incopahlo of treating 9 our aieee other- lofed brother on his death-bed beqAeathed Us 
wise than— ugh 1 ugh 1— with Undness,’* ^d to my oare. I undertook the eharg^ vowing 

** It is something in your favour, my lord,** an- to fiilSl it aflfbotionately and honourably. My 
swered Captain OaHwright sternly; ^but still it avooations maUbd me to India; and 1 left my 
will not save youfromthe chastisement I am bound niece in the csre of an eUerly female relative in 
to inflict upon the seducer of my niece.” whom I could ooaflde. She paid the debt^ m 

**Ob, no do not touch Um I do not iijure a hair nature some littlb while beck ; and then Bglantinqi 
of his bead 1” exelsimed Bglsntine, starting to her after an interval pasM with a friend, went ttnd« 
feet and bounding towards the old nobleman^ ^ protection qf my aistm-in-law Madame Ange- 
uround whose neck her arms were thrown. Uque. And sumi protection it has bMBt~taa4 

->7 kMTMM^ meh ,(etMtioi> I Ia.vard,m7b«pM.i. 

.oaHe.r>odf»V‘BM>iBM«dW«ihMgk *‘Th«.l Uifbttd-MidtlMtiiiM. whom tote lUhMroaUi 
thool don’t WMD— don’t Uk. on ooi-'dtdow^ dootb'bodlswoNlopntoolondboCttediitoMttn 
mj Ion— ncbl ncbl-ond nor nnilo wiU pN> Owotoro — tnd jwm a/ted, wo tetoduoorl” 
.anUygrowodaor." -But obo torn a.-«Al ogbr teioW^ 

BcUntiDO wtirod to te oboir i bnt Ooptoin Woiibom, in tte aao ihrlU ton. to nhidb Ut 
Oatetebt foaainad otedioft Ui' aras otUl ntebadOf.noaiMk'-attdyonthat’tpaflnt. 
foUM-^lookottiUotanljaraco. -oghf B|kl •■■■ y onihon’tBortntr 

Vo. Wit>rov»s nuM. 
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mciitt WM altogether oriantaL The lamp auf* 
pended to the oeiling, ihed ita aoft roieato lighit 
through the traniparent medium oC a puiki4iiited 
globe of glam apd tli 0 . ottomaiiv with their ted 
veWet eushioiM^the orimeou drapariei^ with their 
maMire gold f^ingea— and the eeriiet of ootre- 
^ponding djwa, appeared to borrow deeper and 
rioher buea from that flood of luatfflu 
The Priaceaa Indora waa aaated upon one of the 
Ottoman! ; and abe waa arrayed in the moat be« 
coming oniental garb. A caftan of purple velvet, 
eaquisitely embroidered, and brilliant with game, 
aet off the fine aymmetrjt of her ahape to admirable 
advantage. Confined at the thrMt and at the 
waiat, the interval that waa lift open revealed 
the rounded oontoura of the gorgeoua boat 
through the gauay and aknoat tranaparent cKemi- 
sefte. She wofO' aatin trouaera of an asure 
colour, embroidered, and trimmed with the richeat 
lace. Made full in the eaiiern atyle/they bal- 
looned down to the anklea^ where they were tied: 
the ankloa thamaalvea were bare— and the feat 
were thruet into morocco alippera of & purple 
colour OTDAinentcd with poarla. According to her 
cuatom, the Priaceaa wore no coraet: ner indeed 
were any artiBcdal meana of aupport or comprea- 
aioa raquiaite for a form ao auperUy modelled, and 
the rich coatoura of which* auatained themaelvea 
aa nature intended and'aa if they were the eciilp- 
tured delineatUMM of a ataUifk * 

Be it reoollected that tho oomplexiboL af the 
Priaceaa Indora waa not of gipay awarthineaa, 
although it waa of eaatem duakiuieia; and it dif- 
fered from that of the brunette o^' oar weatern 
dime, inaamaoh aa it waa of a eleac pale brown. 
Wo have mid too— but we may repeat it here— 
that tho akin bad all that flne-grainad apipeacance 
and that afnimated poUah whiah aeemed to indicate 
that ao Ihr from the flist freahncaa of youth being 
loat, U atiU. adhered, mnmarred and unimpaiied, tu 
a matured and voluptueua wouiaahood. The rich 
warm bloed of her eaatem origin mantled with 
carnation tint-upon the cheekir-giTAdttally aeflen- 
ing away until imperceptibly blending with the 
pale brown purity of the< general complMioa. To 
gaae upon the Prioceaa ladora— to obaerve thoae 
maaaea of luxuriantly flowing hair, dark aa night, 
without wave or curl except at the extramitiea, 
but all A aoft aa silk— that fauicleaa profile, with 
the atraigbt noae, ^le abort upper lip, and the* de- 
licately rounded ohm— thoae ooai4}ia6k eyeg Ml of 
a languiahing luatre, and curtained at timea by the 
richest ebon fringes that ever conatituted a veil 
which woman oould at pleaaaee draw over her 
thoughts— to pass on from that countenance of 
magnificent beauty, and suffer tha eye to wander 
along the line of flit throat, till it joioad the neck 
where the bust expanded into such grandly 
rounded and volaptuoualy awelling contoura— to 
travel still onward with the gaae, and follow the 
aweoping outUaei of the arma^ bare to the 
abouideri^ and modelled with rohuatneae afidyetto 
the moat admirabla aympetry— to puraue the oon- 
templetkm to the fiaa^ which were long end 
ahapoljs with high inatepa— io eomplete thU eur- 
iwy of the Uuing; glowing, animated picture^ would 
be to feeit the eyes with one ol the moat eharming 
and magnificent creatipna that ever belonged to 
tha spb^ of the famaie sex. 

Such indeed^ waa the PrinoaH Iadose| who had 


now nearly oomplatad her thirty.firat year. Ordi- 
narily with eastern women, they are at that agp 
on the Wine— thajr betu^ ie fa^ng -and in ap- 
pearance they reacmhle females of five or six years 
older in our western dimea. But it waa not so 
with Indora# If, in apeaking of her age, she bad i 
chosen to diminish it by balf-a-dbsen jear^, no one | 
would have questioned the truth of the assertion. | 
In every sense waa the lustre of her beauty uu. 
dimmed; while the lapaa of time appeared only to 
add to ita goegaousaeas and ita grandeur. There 
waa a dewy freahncaa on the rich red UpSf— the 
teeth which they diadoaed were whiter than ivory^ 
even aa if arranged by the niomt mechanical ari^ ^ 
and in fimUless preservation. Her, breath was 
sweet and balmy aa that of iT youthful maiden’s { 
and in a woad, her appearance waa altogether as if 
she had takan the moat studiooa care to proteob 
her wondrous beauty ageinat all those effects of 
time and curcumatanoei which oould mar ita fresh- 
ness or dim its brightness. 

*lt was at about ei^t cfdodc in the evening 
that we tfatti find the Priooeis Indora seated in 
her exquintely fiamiahed apartment— and evi- 
dently awaitin^^ some expected arrival. Hopeful 
happiaeaa waa^depicted her oounteaanco: 
its light wu dancing in ^he depths of her coal- 
black eyes; and tha flutter of her heart war indi- 
cated by the quick awelling and aioking of her 
bosom. What waa paasing in the mind of the 
Prineeaa Indora that the waa thus hopefhl and 
happy, and yet to a certain extent agitated with 
suapense ? Was it that the thought of her love-* 
that long, faitbM, impaaaioned, and tr uatfhl love 
of ber’s— and that she had reason to believe it 
would shortly bs caowned witb bliiaP 

Presently the door opened; and Sagoonah made 
her appearance. Ampid asaiebing glance did the 
ayah fling upon her mialreas M she oroased the 
threshold— 'fiw one ling^ moment too did the vin- 
dictive expreai^ of a tigseis past over the fra- 
tuiea of the Hindoo woman— and theD,as her eyes 
instantaneously sank igpiOt. she stood before tho 
Priueeaa.with her wonted reepeotful deferenoe of 
manoMk 

U il^ Sagponthf** inquired Indora 
haatUy. •<lsit 

She stopped short ; and the colour heightened 
upon her cheeka— while the other evidenoes of her 
suapense were enhanced. 

*' Two Commiasionera from Inderabad have ar- 
rived in London, my lady," answered Sagoonah; 

" and they crave an imme^te audience." 

"Two Oommiaaioners P" ^culated Indora, the 
colour suddenly vanishing from her oUeeka. 

" What esan this mean P Has anytliing happened 
to my dear father P It waa but the other day that 
hie mesaengjaraP were herel But apeak, Sa- 

goonah!— what say they and the Pruieeaa was 
painfully exoited- 

" They said nothing my lady," answered the 
ayab,^ "beyond inquiring in reap^ to your lady- 
ship's heoith and in aolioiting an immediate 
audience. But they ake in mourninm my 

lady 

"In mourning P* echoed Indora, with a half- 
shriek. "Ok, then I must anticipate the worst I 
But let them enter— introduoe them quick I" 

Sagoonah haatened to obey the mandate i and in 
a fuw momenta the two oommiaaioners from Indtsv- 
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ibid wen uehend into Ibe p^enoe of the Prinoeii. 
One WM n Ttnernble old mao, in whom Indora at 
once neogniaed a faithful and loag-attaehed Mi* 
aiater in her father'e eerrioe : the other waa a per- 
aonage of middle age and wore a militar? uniform. 
Him alio Indora knew full well : he was one of 
her fathet’a equerries. Both were men of distine- 
tum and of high rank; and, as Sagoonah had 
intimated, thej wore the purple emblems of 
mourning which were customary when death had 
lo be deplored in the kin^rdom of Inderabad. 

The two Commissioners prostrated themseWes at 
Ihe foet of Indora t their hearts were evidently 
ftill of emotion : and the Princess was seised with 
a mingled oonaternatio;i and dismay which forbade 
her from putting the quention that bad risen up to 
her lips. At length the. older Commissioner mur- 
mured forth in a tremulous voice, "Gracious 
Queen, accept the allegiance which we offer for 
ourselves and on the part of all your Majesty's ; 
faithful subjects." 

"Ahl then my beloved father is no n^re!*^ 
said Indora, in a deep voice: and covering 
her countenance with her hands, she burst into 
tears. • 

The Commissioners rose from their suppliant 
posture, and stood in attitudes of respect in the 
presence of her whom they had just hailed as their 
Queen. Indora appeared to forget their presence t 
•x-at that instant one idea was uppermost in her 
mind that her father was no more, and that he ' 
had died while she was far away in a foreign land. 
Bitterly, bitterly did the lady weep. Ob, if she 
could only have been there to close her father's 
eyes and to receive his last injunctions 1 Ob, if 
the wings of a bird could have been given to her 
at the time, that she might have soared over seas 
and over lands to minister in the last hours of that 
beloved father—she would not have to reproach 
herself now 1 But she was Aricken with remorse ; 
for she felt as if she had been guilty of a crime in 
being absent^^firom that sire in his supreme mo- 
ments. At length she recollected that the Com- 
missioners were present : she raised her lo^— she 
wiped her eyes; but in a voice that was cU|k as if 
clouded with inward weeping, she said, ‘*911 me, 
my friend^ how spoke my poor father of his 
daughter in his last illness P'* 

"His Majesty," replied the senior Commis- 
sioner, " commanded us to bear unto our future 
Queen the* auurances of that paternal love which 
bad never diminished^of that father's fondness 
which endured until the end." 

"My poor father 1" murmured Indora, again 
weeping* " But what else said he P" she inquired, 
after a Ibw minutes’ pause, and again drying her 
eyes. , 

"His Mqjesty commanded ps," responded the 
chief Commissioner, " to assure our future Queen 
that he left her a Kingdom in the highest state of 
fraperity^a well-iiUed treuury, and a popula- 
tion that has not to complain of oppressive taies— 
a large and well-disciplined army that has cheer- 
fully sworn allegiance to your Majesty as its 
Queen-thriving towns, the wealth and civUisa- 
tbn of which are not to be outvied by even the 
cities of the JBnglish in other parts of India, la 
a word, your Majesty is now, by the will of 
j^ven, called upon to rule over a great and a 
/liaffy astion, In whose heart your image is cn^ 


shrined, and who will welcome with enthuslasiie 
acclaims their Lady-Sovereign home." 

Indora was profoundly affected, not only on ac- 
count of her father’s death, but likewise by the 
language which the Commissioner thus addressed 
to her. She wdpt for the memory of. her perished 
sire— she wept likewise to know herself a Queen. 
She wept for the lost one— and she ifept because a 
diadem had descended upon her brows. And there 
—in that villa, which, sumptuoitt though it were, 
was a mere humble cottage in comparison with the 
gorgeous palaces of Inderabad,— there sate this 
lady, the Queen ot one of the mightiest indepen- 
dent nations of the East 1 

The Chief Commissioner proceeded to give her 
Majesty certain details relative to her father’s 
death, and also with reference to the arrange- 
ments that had been made for the government of 
the kingdom until her return. It appeared that 
only a couple of days after the King of Inderabad 
had despatched those messengers, who, as we have 
already seen, waited upon Indora at her villa, he 
was seised with a sudden illness, which in a few 
hours prdved fatal. But the instant his physicians 
told him that the worst was to be apprehended, he 
ordered all the troops of the capital to be mar- 
shalled in the great sauare in front of the palace, 
that they might take Ao oath of allegiance to his 
df ughter who was absent. It was scarcely neces- 
sary to require this display of loyalty on their 
' part : for the different regiments, on learning what 
the object was, marched to the great square pro- 
claiming Indora’a name. The dying King ordered 
his attendants to bear him forth upon a balcony, 
whence by signs he expressed his gratitude to the 
troops and their commanders. In a few huura 
afterwards he had ceased to exist. For three days 
the inhabitants of Inderabad bung their houses 
with black draperies in token of mourning for 
their deceased monarch; and then, the funeral 
being over, there was a brilliant illumination, for 
I three days also, in honour of their Liady- Sovereign. 

I The late King had -no near relatives with the ex- 
jceptionof Indora i and this was so far fortunate, 

I that there was no pretender to dispute her claim 
I to the throne. A Regency was formed, consisting 
of a oouooil of five of the highest dignitaries of 
j the country, all of whom were devoted to the late 
monarob and bis living daughter; and the two 
Commissioners who now waited upon Indora, were 
at once iespatohed off to England to oommunioata 
all these tidings. 

The new Queen listened with a profound interest 
to everything thus imparted to her ; and in suit- 
able terms she express^ her acknowledgments to 
the Commisaiooers for the loving loyalty that had 
bean abown her and for tha wiae measuraa that 
bad been adopted. As a token of ber gratitude^ 
•he bestowed upon eaoh a ring of immense value; 
and abo dismiimd them for the preient^ bidding 
them retprn to her upon the morrow. 

Indora was now once more alone t but not for 
many minutes wae she left to her reflections, -for 
Sagoonah shortly reappeared, to announce tha 
arrival of Mr. B^cliffe. Tha Commissioners had 
•aid nothing to tha ayah in respect to tha olgoot 
of their visit ; but she suspected what it wii— yci^ 
•be cuspected that her mistroM was now a Queen 1 
Intoa would have informed hor of the fact i bul 
thaannoufioainant of the aitival of ubi whom alio 
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bMii expeotiDff, mid# her heart flutter oiioe 
more, end aflbrded her not the leiaure for the 
Boioent to hold anj oonveraation wich her de« 
pendant. She baitilj bade Bagoonah introduce 
Mr. Sedoliffe ; and the ajah’a ejrea— thoae bum* 
ing, brilliant, daunting ejea->flaali|d forth atraoge 
firva aa ahe turned to eiecute the bidding of her 
mistreaa. Diving her temporarj abaenoe, Queen 
Indora eompoaed her .countenasi^ aa well aa ahe 
waa able : but it i^aa difficult indeed for cne of her 
fine feellnga and aiPeetionate nature thua to put 
offefen lEranaientljr the tracea of that aorrow which 
the intelligence of her fiitber*a death had excited 
in her boaom. 

Mr. Redcliffe entered; and Sagoongb, ha?iog 
uahored him in, immediately withdrew from the 
apartment. We ahould observe that the incidonta 
we ore relating occurred acme daja after that 
interview between Mr. Aedeliffe and the twina^ 
when he inspected the memorials of their departed 
mother ; and on thia particular evening Christina 
had gone to pass a few hours with her brother 
Christian at Mrs. Macaulay’s. Sagoonah was not 
therefore afraid of being detected whil^ listening 
at tlie door of the apartment— and ahe did listen. 

Mr. Eedoliffe entered, as we have said ; and at 
once talcing the hand of the Queen— though he as 
yet knew not that ahe vsaa aught more than a 
Princeas still— he said, ** Has your Highneaa re* 
fleeted well on the note which 1 sent you the otObr 
morning by Christian Ashton F” 

** X have reflected/' answered Indora, in a tremu- 
lous voice, with downcast looks, and with blushing 
countenance : ** and yet there was no need for it— 
because— because my love could know no change— 
it is immutable ! it is immortal 1” 

**Theo, Indora. I am bore,” resumed Mr. Bod* 
clifle, to fulfil tne pledge which I gave you when 
last we met within these walls. 1 told you that I 
had a selMmposed mission to fulfil, and to inves- 
tigate circumstancea which were enveloped in 
doubt and myatery. In a word, before I dared 
think of love again, it was needful that 1 should 
ascertain the fate of one who *-— ** 

**No morel” interrupted the Queen: ^Iknow 
alir 

”A11P” echoed Mr. Bedcliffe. “Yes-it muti 
be so- or else you would never have gone—” 
**Alfl you know that 1 went thither P” ejacu- 
lated Indora, at once penetrating his thoughts. 

” Yea— but let^me explain presently, 'Wid Mr. 
Bedoliffe. **Tell me, Indora— how did you learn 
everything— 

” And 1 also will explain presently 1” rejoined 
the eastern lady. ” First let us speak of that 
which is nearest to us— and dearest at least to me. 
You have discovered that ahe whom you sought is 
no more— is it not so P is it not that which you 
' would have me understand P** 

It i%” answered Bedcliffe. "And now listen 
to me, Indora. Bo man can be inaenaiblj of the 
tenndleae— the illimitable love whioh ^u have 
borne for me ; and it is impusiible I can repay it 
with ingratitude. On the former oceasioQa when 
we met within these welli^ 1 spoke— and prhapa 
^ke harshly— of mj longi long detention in your 
royal fhther's oapitali but tkai I have forgotten—* 
.or at least forgiven. 1 know that you love 
Indora; you have given many, many proofs of it 
*«nd it la not in mj nature— no^ by heaven! 


it is not in my nature to plant a dagger in aaeh a 
heart aseyoor'er’ 

"Clement,” murmured Indora, "theee wovda 
from your lips i&fuse an nnknown happiness into 
my soull” 

"Yet listen to me again,” resumad BedcUffb^ 
atill retaining her band in hia own. " The powtr 
of lovbg ns £ ones loved— another— •” and hie 
voice faltered— "is dead within me. But if, all 
other oiroumstanees epart^ you can aeoept the 
hand of one who will eateem and oharish you— 

I who will lavish upon you nil that tenderness whioh 
your own long-enduring love co much merits,— if 
you can be oontented with an nffeetionate frleud- 
•hip which in itself will be a real love,— then, lif- 
dors, you may claim me ns ahnaband.” 

Tears trickled down the Indy’a cheeks— for her 
, heart was full of ineffable emotions: the words she 
would have spoken died upon her lips -but to 
those lips she pressed Clement Bedoliffa’s hand. 

"Liston to me again, Indora,” he continued, 
diimself deeply moved. "You are beautiful -the 
handsomesi of living women! You retain too all 
the first freshnesn iff your youth— the jettiness of 
your hair will not for years to come be streaked 
with grey— ifor the lustre of your eyes be dim*ncd. 
But how different is it iPith me I Though still in 
. my prime, co far as years are oonoerned, yet am I 
'• prematurely old. Mjf hair is streaked with grey 
, —and Oh 1 if the sorrows, the afflictions, and 
I the wretohedness I have endured be taken into ac* 

' count, it were no marvel if I were bowed down as 
though it were with an intolerable burden 1” 

I " Continue not thue, Clement 1” interrupted In* 

I dora, pressing bis hand to her bosom and then to 
I her Ups. " As I have assured you before, I repeat 
, the aseurance now— that I only behold in you the 
idol of my own imagination. I eee you as you 
I were when first I Isarat to love you in the far-off 
' city of Inderabsd ; sgd. Oh 1 1 shall ever lovotyoul 
Though all in an instant your hair were to turn 
I white, and your form were to be bowed, aud you 
I were to precent tbo appearance or old age’s de- 
' erepltude, I ahould love you— Ob, 1 should love 
I you just the same I And think you, Clement, that 
; there lb not gratitude mixed up with thia love 
I of mine P Think you I can be unmindful that 
it was you who were the preceptor of my ohildiiood 
— who taught me whatsoever accomplishments I 
possess— and what is more,” added Indora solemnly, 
and in the fervour of a grateful piety, " who iu- 
struetod me iu the sublime truths of Christianity P 
Or ogsio, think you that I am unmindful of how 
you intri^uoed the arts and sciences of civilisation 
into my father’s Kingdom— how you taught him a 
liberal and enlightened policy— bow by virtue 
of your lessons he was enabled to advance his 
people to the highest point of piospority and hap- 
piness P Bo, Oleihent— I have forgotten naught 
of all these ^bings; and thus you see how fervid 
gratitude is interwoven with my love 1" 

Bever hod Indora eeemed more eminently beau- 
tiful than while thus giving ex pr ess i on to those 
eloquent outpourings ^ich flowed from her very 
heart. There was something sublime as well os 
something ineffatlj touching in her loveliness at 
that moment— something grand and pathetic— 
splendid, and at the same time indescribably inte- 
resting, in her looks. Bedoliffe would have been 
IS or something more then moB if he 
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bad not ezpenonoed a sentimont of pride at the 
thought of calling this inimitable being bic wife, 
dod he ad harbour that feeling-’ not beeauee ahe 
waa a prinoeaa of the loftiest raiSc : be forgot at 
the instant her rojal descent— ho behold in her 
•bI^ a magu&fioent, an interesting, a nobto-minded, 
and a lofiag woman. 

"Indora^” he said, "never, never can I forget 
tha worda jou have just spoken I— th^ prove all 
the generooitj of jour heart. But listen to me 

once again. Tou know all job, I am aware 

that JOU siiiaf know all ; and therefore jeu are not 
ignorant of the horrible mjalerj— >** 

" Ob, Clement 1 there is juatice in heaven,** ex* 
ellimad Indora; "and that mjsterj will be cleared 
up ! But even if it 'were nof, think jou that 

1 This is however a topic," she ejaculated, 

" on which we must ^ak presentlj T* 

"Be it so," answered Beddiflh. "And now, 
Indori^ if all these things be well weighed in jour 
mind, and if joa be £mlj eonvinoed that jour 
life’s happiiM can be ensured bj linking jour 
fate with nnn<^ the affirmative response shaK go 
forth from mj lip." 

"Clement, 1 am thHiel" answered Indomi and 
bar head sank upon his breast. * 

He elasped her in bss arms: she wept with a 
▼ariatj of oenilietuig Minge: fbr joj a^ sorrow 
were now atrangelj blended in her heart. Her 
love waa to be erownad with happiness— bat she 
had kst a lather t 

"Oh, Clamant 1" aha mmured, "jou know 
not what I isel—jon cannot eomprehend it 1 The 
of Wntb juoca ia abont to be fnlfiUed; 
and I hava it in mj power to lestifj unto jou nil 
the tamanitlj of the lane wbieh I experienee. I 
know that jon saak not for titlea— that jou care 
not for earlUj bonourts b«l jon will at least feel 
a pleasure in boiqg placed in a poiitiou whieh will 
enable joa to do good to jsnr lillow*oreatiir«i. 
ClomenV* aho added, in n voieo that roio with n 
sort of osuitatjon, "it is not n Psinesst who ofbro 
jon her hand : it is • Qoson who can seat jou bj 
bar side upon a thconsi, and who will rijoieo to aso 
her sutjeeto govoroed bj the wisdom a^ the phi* 
lonthropj of snch a man t" 

"Indi^ whnt mean jouf" asked Bedelifib in 
natonishmont. " Tour lather—-" 

"He is no iMire,” replied the eastern ladj. 
"This VBij evsning, high dignitaries from mj own 
kingdom bane sought me here to eommunicate the 
intolligonae. And, Oh! if jon found mo not 
weeping nnd displajing all the evidences of grief 
on acoouat of mj lathdr’s death, it was becauss 
until tltia OMnaat I subdued all I felt— I veiled it 
to tlin niumft of mj pawer— I would not seem sad 
whon jck name to tall mo that jon would accept 
me as jonr brido " ' 

Mr. BodcUffo ajnqmtfaiaed wit! Indora on the 
lost of her father; a^ th^ now wei^ on to con- 
verse on those topics to whioh thej had hitherto 
onij alladed distantlj, snd which tbej hod agreed 
to postpone until other matters were settled. But 
wo need not penetrate farther into thn discourse 
which thuuMmed between them: euffleo it to saj 
that it wfoilMig and solsmnlj interesting to both. 

It was. n fittU past ten e’cloek when dement 
Bad^jlli took hio leave of Indora, and issued from 
ml^— leaving her to reflect upon the 
^ dmin incidento of the evening, so oanflictiog 


and so opposite— one infusing sorrow and the 
other joj into her heart. Sagoonah had fistened 
at the door until this leave-taking reached her 
ears; and then she glided down into the hall to bo 
in r^mess to open the front door Jor Bed- 
oKflb. He descended the stairs— he traversed the 
hall— Segoonah opened the door ; and os he turned 
to bid her good nighty he was struck bj the ex- 
pression of her IwgB brilliaDt ejes. Thej seemed 
to vibrate upon him with a light that made him 
for a moment tremble— with a lustre that was se 
sinister and so supernal, it smote him as it were 
with an unknown terror. The recollection flashed 
to his mind that this was not the first time he had 
seen those ijes thus flame and burn as thej wore 
fixed npon him : he stopped short, and was about 
to ask Sagoonah wherefore she thus regarded him, 
—when all of a sudden those ejes of her’s were 
oast down— her demeanour became profoundlj re- 
spectful— and Bedclilfe suffered the q^uestion t« 
Fcmain unasked. 

He bade the ajah good night— and issued from 
the dwelling : bat as he traversed the garden, and 
thence ioutiaued his waj along the lane leading 
towards the main road, he felt as if he ware still 
fbHowed 1^ Sagoonah’s hannting ejes. 


CHAPTER ACT. 

THB CqWBBXVATOBT. 

Thb dask was setting in on the evening of the 
following daj, when two individuals who had been | 
walking and holdiag a long disoonrse together in 
the neighbourhood of Oaklands, shook hands and 
separated. One was Purvis, the old steward, who 
now retraced hk waj towards Marchmont’s duosl 
seat : the other was Clement Bedchflb, who hastilj 
Btmek aerose the fields in the direction of a cottage 
where he had been wont to Cake np bis quarters on I 
the Miree or Ibnr oeeasions that he had visited this 
part of the oonntrj. . 

In a few minutes he reached the road, abog 
which he had to oontinne his waj for about a 
quarter of a mile, in order to arrive at that cot- 
tage: but be was destined to experience an ad- 
venture ere that walk, brief thongh it were, was 
accomplished. For as he was proceeding siting, it 
struck him that he observed a ftymlc form Ljing 
bj the sidt of the road in the shade of the hedge. 
Ho approaohed tha object, and found that his sur- 
mise was correct. A female laj motionless there, 
wkh her faoo downward ; and Bisdoliffb was inston- 
taneouslj smitten with the idea that it was a 
corpse which he looked npon. He hastened to 
raise her up; and so frr as the obsenritj of the 
eveniag would permit^ he saw that she was de- 
eontlj clad, that she was a woouui of tall stature, 
and that s^ possessed the remains if not of actual 
beautj, at least of a oountenanee that had not 
been ilt-loeking. The woman was oomparativelj 
joong too— not manj joars bejond thirtj: but 
aho bad a haggard oarewora aspect. Her ojea 
wore eloied: the warmth of life was however in 
her; and Bedeliflh relieved from the idea, 

that ho was goning i^n the victim of a foul 
eiime, or off teorvaiion, exhanstioo^ or of sodden • 
Datura! deaili. 

Tho eotte^o, as we have said, w«i ht no great 
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ImtAoee: and thither ICr. Bedeiiife haelUj bore VIm eUerlj ihoMle retired from the parloar, and 
the woman in his arms. The ooeapants of tbe Mr. broke the seal of the paoket. It 

little habitation at once received her t for tfaej oontaioed a letter the addrem of which him 
were entirely obedient to the will at Ifr. Itedcliflh, atart laddenly ; %nd he oaheiitatingly oommenood 
whose liberality as a paymaster th^ had espeti- the perueal of the dooumcot. It was a long onei 
enced on more oceasions than one* The unooB- and profqpnd wae tbe interest with which Mrb 
ecious female was placed upon a* conch; and^ BedoKiFe eoaimed its oontents. When be had 
the mesne adopted to res^o her she was so far conoiuded, he remained Ihr some minatec absorbed 
brought back to life as to leave little or no appro- in a profound colemn reveciei and then he mur- 
hension as to the resuffc. Still sho eontinuad in a mured to himaelf, 3^1y the ilagar of heaven has 
etate of nnconsciousncis as to what was passing of late been manifestisig itself in signal and marvel* 
around her; and having slowly opened hw eyes, ioas ways for the devefopment of the deepest rays- 
sho closed them again,— their temporary expression teiies! Here is another link in the chain of evi- 
being full of a listless raeancj. denoe— -But who ean this woman ha P** 

Sho cannot bo an ordinary tramp,'* said Ifr. In a fow minutes the mistress of the cottage id* 
BedcliiTe to tbe woman of the cottage. ** Perhaps appeared, --*sayiag, "Have you discovered, sir, who 
she is subject to flts— ’* she is P*' 

- "Or else sho fell down, sir, through sheer ex- "Bo," replied Mr. BedxdiiFc} "and more than 
haustiun P For look 1 her shoes are completely ever am I anxioos to make that diieovczy. By a 
worn through— aye, and the etockingib likewise I— sinipilsr omneidenoe tkis letter regards a certain 
her poor feet are all cut and bleeding. I will baaiaesi in which 1 am deeply interected : but it 
foment them with hot water; and this may like- /iffbrde no clue as to who the woman haiaelf n^y 
wise tend to bring her back to consciouBness.** be. Hoes she get better F* 

"l)o so,” said Mr. Bodcliffo. "But perhaps it "She still lingers in a sort of swoon,** was the 
would bo as well to ascertain if we can who she answeri "but two or three timee she has again 
is P Probably," he added, os the oiroamstanoes of opened her byec; and enoe her Upa aaoved as if 
Oraay Jane flashed to his memory, and suggested she were irys^ to cay tomalhmg* What do you 
the remark be was now piaking,— "she may be think, sir, had better be d(meP Ah, here is my 
some unfortunate idiot who has escaped foom her old man come book foom the village 1" ^aoulated 
friends : for her apparel is decent, and she has not the wessan, as the oottoge-door opened at the m- 
the air of one who by ordinary oircumstaaces stant and heavy footsteps were beard in the little 
could bo reduced to houseless wanderings, penury, passage which divided the two gronnddloor rooms 
and destitution. I will leave this room— you of the bumble dwelling. 

can join me presently in the parlour, when you " He mnst hasten eff to the village again and 
have searched her person thoroughly ; so that if fetoh a luigaon," snawered Mr. Baddiffe. " Go 
there should happen to be any letters or papers and tell him to do sow** 


about her, ydu con bring them to me.** 


The woman issued from the room; and her bus- 


This scone took place in a bed-chamber to which band aknoet imssediataly took his departure again, 
the woman had been borne ; and Mr. Bedcliie de- for the purpose of exeouiing the oommisiion with 


scended to the parlour which he occupied at the which he wal now olmrged. His wifo returned to 
cottage. In about ten minutes the elderly female the pastom) to eee if Mr. Bedclifih bad any fur^, 
who was loft in attendance upon her, and who wae ther instfuetkmi to iasutw 
the mistress of the little habitation, rijoined Mr. "lam oompellad to go out agaifl presently,** 
KedclilTe, who instantaneondy perceived that she said Mr. BedebiFe: "yon must therefom continue 
bore several articles in her hands. to do your belt for this poor woman; and when 

" Tbe poor creature is very far from being a die ettgccci arrives^ you ean tall him under what 
common tramp," said the woman t " for, look here, mroumetaneeiahe waa diaeovared in the road. You 
sir !— there is a purse well filled with gold and may mentien, if you oboo§^ that she poemasea this 
silver— several jcwollery-trinkete— and thfe sealed money and tbeaa trinkets : but you will say no- 
packet.** thing about tbe aealed paekel^— ^ which I shall 

Mr. Bedoliffe tdok the articles; and opgring the retain poisasiBOO, at least for the presanti If the 
purse, he found that it contained about twenty poor ereatore herself vstunic fully to conseiousness 
guineas : the jewels were old feshioned, and might before I come bac^— and if riie should ask ooncem- 
be worth a similar sum s the aealed paefcet had no ing her preperty— youeanahowher that her money 
address upon it. aod her jewels are safe ; and you can tell her that 

"Is the woman recoveiingP'* he inquired. the peeket is in the hands of the gentleman who 
" She every now and then opens her eyes, sir,** found her In the road—that be will take greatnare 
was the response^— "looki vacantly up— und then of it— smd Choi he wishes to have soma conver- 
closes them again. I am pretty cun she will re- cation with her in te^wet to its contents." 
cover : but what arc wu to ^ with her f If Having issued these instvuctioiii^ Me. Bedoliffe 
ehe has any friends, they may be sasiiour abont resumed his olSak: for the evening waa aldll^ and a 
her—" • mist was riabg. Going foith fisom the cottage, 

"That is piuriady what I am think^** slid hepnisaedhia way for n short diitanoc along the 
Mr. Bedeliffe; "nod thaMfore, although node? road— and thsnea h# atrask Into the floldi^ aeroai 
any ciroamstancss I diihkeopsiiinf private papsv% srhish he proceeded in the ^Motion of Oaklands. 
—yet on the present eeoaaiob sttrik a courae eeams BwnanowabmtoninnerclookaBtheevciiiaf j and 
absolutely neoesisiy. Go biekto the poorwomin the mist wae gwwi^ into the daniit/ of n fog. 
—do your best for her— and in tbs msanwhil# Asmagunin those patoi would not havu found 
1 will sac whether tUi pnokcl wtH oi»id us euy Ids wuj towards the awasioB thioai^ tha ob« 
riua to the fcnpwlsdfs of who she to" ecurity i bnk Mr. BsdsliA appealed to he well 


64 *HI HTST1BX18 OJ TBM OOVBT. 


•equainted with e?iij inch of the ground ; and ho admit that it ie important,** njobod^tbo 
loon reaehod tho ipaoloui gardeni belogging to Duke i **I have alreadj told 70a to#** 
the dmml ooantrj*ieab He halted at the pedi* " Bat more important I fancy/* obierfed Staa- 
ment of a partkular itatue ; And there in a hope, ** than your Graee hac hitherto giren me to 
few minotea he waa joined by the old ateward underatand. At first you were to enter into ez- 
Purria. « planationa the other night at the Clarendon Hotel, 

Only a few worda were exchanged between when 1 dined #ith you— '* 
them; and they proceeded together towards the **1 do mot think that I promised to be explicit 
mansion* ' The/ reached a large greenhouse or on that oeoasion/* answered the Duke. ** I merely 
eonaerratory, whieh was built against the length of told you that after our wine, on that particular 
one entire side of the ediflee^ and into which the e? ening, I would take and introduce you to your 
windows of a suite of three rooms opened. The intend^ miatr^ the beautiful Marion; and I fub 
reader will therefore understand that there were filled my promise. In a word, Stanhope, I have 
means of oommunioation from those rooms with been true to every promise 1 made you | the five 
the conservatory 1 but we must add that there was hundred pounds were paid into a bankers to your 
likewise a door opening from the conservatory account ^’* 

itself into the garden. It waa towards this door "Yes, my lord,*’ interrupted Stanhope, "you 
that Purvis and Mr. Bedelifie proceeded ; and the haye done all this; and it is because you have done 
old steward opened it by means of a key which he so mnoh that I can judge of the importance of the 
had taken care to have about him. Mr. Beddiffe service, wkptever it may be, in which you seek to 
entered : Purvis gently closed the door behind engage me. You could not, or you would not, tell 
him— and hurrying away, re-entered the mansiop me in London t but you make an appointment for 
by another modle of ingress. me to meet you privately down here— > *' 

Into the oonaervat^ looked the windows of "To be sure I** ijaculated Marehmon^—" where 
the dining.room that was used on ordinary ocea- we could dine together as we have done 

aions, as well as those of the library and billiard- — «nd where without fear of being interrupted or 
room. From one of these apartments only were overheard, we may discuss the service that X need 
lights now shining; and this was the dining-room, at your hands.** , 

Within that room two individnals were seated at " And now, the sooner, that diaoussion com- 
a table covered with dessert and wine s these indi- sienees, the better/* observed Stanhope. " I am 
viduals were the Bake of Maiehmont and the open to almost anything : but I love not suspense. 


Hon. Wilson Stanhope. It is like groping one’s wty in the dark And, 

Mr. Bedeliffe advmiesd cautiously and noise- ahl by the bye, my lord, I hope that whatever 
lessly— amidst the rare ezotioi^ the ehoiee plants, new task you are about to confide to me, will not 
and the tropical trees with which the eonservatory be baffled and defeated so completely as the former 
was erowd«i— towards the window whieh was one was— -I mean with respect to that afikir of 
nearest to the table where the Bake and his guest the Buehess— ’* 

were seated. The draperies were so fflr drawn " Enough I’* interrupted the Buke impatiently. 

"Think you that I could for a moment misunder- 


wers seated. The draperies were so fkr drawn 
over ^ the windows tl^ they only suffered the 


light to penetrate throughguorow openings; and stand your meaning P’* 

thui^ as the reader will understand, the easements "And now with regard to the present busi» 
themselves were dmost completely veiled firom the ness P** said Stanhope. 

eyes of those who were seated inside the apart- " You are a man,'* resumed the Buke of Mareh- 
ment. Through the opening in the eurtains Mr. mont, "of expensive habits— aooustomed to luxu- 
Bedoliffe noticed them; and with the utosost eau- rious living; and the sum of five hundred poun^ 
tion he unbstened the oasemenk Doubtless he which I paid into your account the other day, will 
had been already informed by Furvis that he prove but as a drop to the ocean in comparison 
might risk this much; and ha had also reemved with your lavish mode of expenditure. Indeed, 
the assuranee that the casement would yield to you are a man. Stanhope who ought to be able to 
his touch. It did soi and opening it to the ex- reckon your money • by thousands instead of by 
tent of two or three inches he could now over- bundr^*^ « 

hear whatsoever passed betwixt the Bake and bis "If all thii^" exclaimed Stanhope^ "is to lead 
guest. So well built was the conservatory, and so to the assurance that your Ghraoe can put um in 
warm ww the air therein fitom the effect of arti- the way of gaining thousands^ it will assi^redly be 
fieialheat^ that no draught could penetrate through the most welcome intelligeaes that 1 tullhave 
theopenii^of the casement; and thus there was heard for a very long time past.** 
notl^ toW the Buke or Mr. Stanhope to sus- " It is Mie truth that 1 am tailing yonl" ra- 
peot that the window was open ak alL We must Joined the Buke of Marehmonti aro then he 
add that Stanhope sate wiA his back to Mr. Bed- added after a pausk In a lower tone, and fixing 
clifliB; and oonsequently the Buke of Morohmont his looks signifioontly upon his guesk "It is not 
hod his fkoe towards |]£s. * . five^ nor ten, nor fifteen thousand pounds that 1 

"And now wUl your Grace at length be ex- should^esitatetoplacsinyonr handi^if youeould* 
]^t P** inquired Stanhope, as he filled his ^ass only accomplish the aim which X have in view." 
firom one of the exquistely cut deeantsn. Mr. Bedoliffli fkncied that Wilson Stanhope 

"Let ns take a little mom wij^" lamcoded the must have been astounded by this announcement t 
Bokek<*halbiawegettothedrydetailcofbBsiness.** for although he oould not see that individual's 
"So flur* firom taking any more wius^" said foosbheeoiildiMvwrtlielessjudgeby 
Wilson Stanhope, "I think I ought to keep my wefi m by his prolonged sUenosb that he was gui^ 
.haadelear: for it ean osauredly ha no ordinaiy iaasoilof otupefied amaaoment upon Urn Bake 
; umtter on wlM your kwdship ia about to apeak/* of Marchmonk As for tho Buko himself he kept 
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hifl ejes meted with a- peculiar aiEnificaiioj upon 
Stanhope, as it endetTouring to foreihadow by hia 
looka that further alacklatioii of his purpuie which 
he hardly knew how to shape in wor^ For efen 
when villain is talking to rillain Hhere is a height 
of viilany which embarrasses the one how to pro- 
pose it ia all its hideous details to the ^^ler. The 
lustre ef the lamp shonn fUll upon the oountecance 
of MaMhmont , a few minutes back it had been 
flushed with wine-^hufc now it was 7017 paie j and 
it woui to sinister an expression that Jftedolifle 
shuddered, and could even have groaned In his 
horror, wore he not sensible of the necessity of 
keeping on his guard, and were he not likewiso 
thoroughly master of his feelings and emotutts. 

' " Se many thousands of pounds !'* said fltno* 
nope, at length breaking that long sileaoe, and 
speaking ia if he were still in a atate of waadnring 
incredulity. Why, my lord/* he added la a voice 
that became suddenly hoarse, " it aen be little 
shorb of murder that yon wish me td da dt iuch a 
price and for such a reward T* 

"And if it wei^*' aaid the Duke, in a tosm th^t 
was scarcely audible to Mr. BadoUiFe at thg case- 
meat,—" would 

"Would 1 uadertelm itf— But thie is rhSoii* 
lous!" ejaculated Mr. Steahope. **Your Grace 
is playing a part— hearea knows for what pur- 
pose!— or else you are joking. And let autetl 
you that the jeet ie a very aorry oae 1*' 

" And if 1 were nai joking/' aaid Ihi Baksb— 
“if I were eeriooi— ^ 

“ Then I shodkl aay," rdolued Staahope quickly, 
"that having got hold nr a maa whoee eifeam- 
stancea were the other de^ratOb and may sooa 
become deeperate agda— you ace holding out to 
him such a temptiSioa— But, pshaw! you do 
not mean il !** 

"1 tell you thil 1 meaa It*" aaiweced the 
Bukcb with the air of a maa who was sudden^ 
reaoli^ to beat shi«l the Ipiih BU loiiger, " but to 
oomu to the poiaC.^ 

"You mean itf*iiid Stanhepui and then thsre 
was aaoth4 long Muse, during whteh they eyed 
each other with that signifiesaqf which eharao- 
terixea viilany when coming to aa aaderltandiog 
with viilany. ^ 

"Kow listen to me,** reiumod Ibo Duke of 
Marcbment. " We are speaking wHhia Ibuv walls ; 
and I know it is impossible there oan Ve aay one 
to overhear us. If you fall into my viewi^ good 
and well : but if yon think to dmw forth ei^- 
nations from my lips in order that, without exo- 
outing my purpose, you may henoof orth exerciuo 
a i>ower over me,— yoU will be mistaken ! For 
were yon perfidiously to breathe a syllable in 
betrayal of what ia now taking place, 1 should 
indignantly deny it: and who would believe your 
woi^ against that of the Duke of MarohmontP 
You see Chat I an spooking candidly, Stanhope 
— booause oandonr is necessary under the oir- 
onmatanoes." 

" I do not find fault with your Oraoo for thus 
acting/' onswereil Stanhope ; ** and now at least 
I know that you are serious. Proceed, my lord s 
there can be no harm done in giving your expla- 
nations/’ 

" They are brief,** responded the Duke : **and 
not many minutes neod elapso ere you will have 
to oome to a dooieion. There is a certain woman 
—a lady 1 ought to call her— who by some 


means hss mixed herself up most nnpleaisntly la 
oertaia affairs of mine- She may mean nothing 
more thaa what she has hitherto done : or, on the 
other band, sha may mean a great deal more and 
is only hiding her time. X huve erery reason to 
apprehend that this latter aupposidon is the true 
one:— therefore am I deslrouB— — In plaui tcrnis. 
Stanhope, thisVomsn is an enemy whom— when 
I must— Perdition seixe it ! Int the words b i 
spoken !— -whom I must remove from my path. 
Afk me not for further eiplanationi : but say— 
and aay quiokly. Stanhope— to what extent I may 
count upon your aasistancef* 

" Now, look you, my lord,’* said Wilson Stan- 
hope. " As to whether I will do this or anything 
else for such a sum as fifteen thousand pounds— 
mark 1 you have said fifteen thousand pounds !— 
is a question speedily settled. I will. But in 
sajiog ihw, 1 can of course only speak condi* 
tionally. If there is very much risk— so much 
that one's peek must approach uncomfortably noor 
a halter— I should think it is a venture on which 
you could souuely expect me to embark. There- 
fore when I aay 1 will do it, it is in the belief that 
you have already deviaed some plan which you 
merely require me to carry out.** 

" 1 have," answered the Duke of Marchmont 
"The lady of whom I am speaking, frequently 
walks in her garden ip the cool of the evening ; 
and although we are nofr entering upon the 
autumnal month of September, yet I know that 
she atUl continues her rambles in that garden, ap- 
parently absorbed in reverie, even after the duhk 
has do^ in. Sometimes she is accompanied by a 
young lady who lives with her— at other times she 
is attended by a female servant: but occasionally 
she is alone. Of this I am assured : for during 
the last fortnight I have frequently watched m 
flbat neighbourhood.’* 

"Proceed, my lord," said Stanhope, refilling bit 

glass. 

"It ie for you to seise an opportunity when she 
M alone,** oootinued the Duke of Mnrohmontt 
"there are approaches to her residence by which 
you may steal thither unperceived " 

"Stop, my lord!’’ said Wilson Stanhope: "all 
this is very well— and I comprehend you easily 
enough. A dagger or a pistol would rid you of 
thie female enemy of youris. But what about the 
rewnrd P If once the deed is done, what guarartee 
have I that my reoompense is forthcoming P Will 
ywng^eitmefiretof all?" • 

" Filat of all !" echoed the Duko. " And then 
what guarantee havo 1 that you will perform 
your part P” 

“ Now yonr Grace sees the dilHculty,’’ coolly 
remarked WBaon Btauliopo. " In plain terms, 
wo cannot trust oacli other. Yon will not give 
me the reward beforehand^ and I will not under- 
take the business without the prepayment of 
the reward. Snopose that I did— and suppose 
the deed to be done : I oomo to yonr Grace- 
yon assume tiie indignant— you play the virtu- 
ous — you repudiate mo — and what redress have* 
I F Tothreaten in such a case would be foolish : 
yonr lordship .would laugh at my throats I As 
for carrying them out, it would be madness ; 
because on my part it would be giving my 
nouk to a halter, with only the remote chance 
that you would siviog next to mo on the same 
gibbet'* 
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"You retuH, tbafetore,^ Mid ICtMliiiioat. i tirsi tt Ho BiiIm of ]CvohiiioBt*t prootadiof Hot 
** I refuse/’ replied Btanhope,— '* unless ev^ he ^ boI loot looitd So nieertaU ivhei une the 
•hUliflg-*— KoT he internipted fedmielf. **1 wiU euttie of fab Oi«oh*ip timr. Then, atlheeenie in^ 
effect e eomprcmise with pou. You hare speoified | slant that the rile nebboMB seak upon tfai oarpeh 
the roeompenscT at fifteen thousand pounds: giro ’ Stanhope tfnng Ibrwvd to raise him upi and 
me the half'^seTen thousand fire hlndred-^and I ! thua when he did fibig a gtanoe towards the ease- 
swear to do tl^e deed, trastUg to root honour to \ ment^ the drapery had oeased to be agbated. 
pay me the remainder/’ i (though utterly uaable to.oemprehettd the meaning 

The (Duke of Marofamont deliberated for tome of the oireamstanee^ ICr. Stenbepe thought it 
momente, with teacation and bitter annoyanee | would not be well to eammoa the domestbs to the 
visibly dopioted upon his eounteoanee i but eud- | Duke’s sucoour i ho aeoofdtngly bore him to a sob 
denly brealdng silenoe, he exclaimed, *<1 will do ! —loosened hie neck-tie-Hind by eprinldlng water 
it.” I on hb oountefumoe^ endeaeoused to leeovfr him. 

" Give me your cheque, and full particulars in ! In a few minutes the Duke slowly opened hb eyee* 
rcspoot to the lady— her whoroaboute— and eo j — gased taoantly up at Stankqm tor auaomeot— 
forth—” I and theo, as if smitten by a sudden and teerifi# 

V We will settle thia matter at once/’ said the | recollection, flung hti horrified looke towards tho 
Duke. " I should have a oheque>book here t for I easement. 

brought that writing-caso down with«ma from No one was there t the Duke riused hb hand to 
London this afternoon.” hb brow— gave a low subdued groan— and then 

Thus speaking, the villanous nobleman rose ^ddealy startiag up^ mshed to the window- 
from bb seat; and proceeding to a side table, took i fiinigiiig niAde ^ draparbe, he opened the case- 
thence the writing-case to wbich he had plladed. moot, and looked into the eonservatory^ He could 
Hesumiog hb seat, he opened it, and drew forth see no one; and etopping ehett^ he again raised bb 
his cheque-book. At that same instant Mr. Bed- hand to fab bkow, mutteriiig^ ” Could it possibly 
chfTe opened the casement to a width suiBoient to have been the fanagittatioiif” 
enable him to take hb stand upon the threahoki: ”What in the dofllb name ails your Grace?” 
for the window, bo it iinderefa^, reached to the inquired Wileen Btanbopi^ who hoid followed him 
floor, and thus served the purpose of a gloss doore to the ttatoebotd ef the iMew. "What does all 
The reader will reeolleet that be wee etiveloped in thb mean? You hare efaielatoly terrified mei” 
hie cloak. He raised bis right arm es if in a warn- ** What deoa it mean ?” asked the Duke, gaaiog 
iug manner : tho folds of the cloak flowing over it, stteaittly at hb questioiiir. ** It means t — But 
partially obscured his countenance by intercepting not you cannot niidccetaiid at f” 
tho beams of the lamp which stood upon the ”DmI yeueBppoee,aig^liifd|*^ iuqubedSUnhwpe, 
table: yet his face could be seen, though with a ”that anybody waa licleDiiig or jbohiag on? JEW 
shadow upon it, if the Duke of Marchmont were if eo^ we may hare placed oursbree in no veiy 
to rabtf his eyes from the desk. With hb left eemftvthble pndioaaieoh-*^' 
hand Mr. Bcdcliffe held the crimson drapei7 ”Xt woe aothinf I -^eesl assured ft wee no* 
aside:— and there he stood motionless. thing!” hastily iotertupted the Duke of Jlfimh- 

” Now obserre,” said the Duke, as he began to moot, makiof nMcediUe e to ts to regain hb self- 
fill in the date of the cheque,— *” when you pro- possession- 

sent this at tho bank to-morrow, you must appear ”Notfafaigi?” ijacabted Bteni k epo in^Mdently— 
to be in high glee ; and you mtftt, os if boastfully, **it b preposlereas to teU me that it wae nothing, 
declare that yuu had a run of hick to-night oad uhen yea wure sa awfoUy nlarmed. If 1 belbred in 
that this wae tho produee of tho oerd- table- Yoa ghosts^ I ahouli weriftbly fancy you had seen one.” 
understand me ?” <«A ghoiir«Hmd ft waa with a eountananee 

As the Duke of Marchmont pvt thb question, as sflilte at a shset that the Duka of Marahmont 
before be filled in the body of tho cheque,— he now gaood vpoB the Horn Wileen Stanhepe- 
raised his eyesi an ejaenUMon of horror burst from heaven, ’'pied the latter, who was hiouelf 

hb lips— the pea Ml from hb band— he r^led on ahnoat as muoh aftruMd as astaniahed , " there must 
his seat and sank senseless on the floor. At that be eomothing in ell thb 1 Did yon fimey that you 
Oime instant Bedeliffe stepped bndk and closed the saw some eno?' ^e may hare eaotped!”— und 
f Asement. Hie next moment he wae outeide tho Staahope fashed to the outer door of the comer- 
oimserratory, the door of whiob he looked, and be vatory. ” Locked 1 fast looked I But these win- 
hurrbd away, fiegainlng the statue where he had down— they boloag to other rooms I— ud eee 1 the 
encountered Purvis about an hour back, he found caeomente ppenl they arc not fastened iuiide! 
the steward again waiting for him there, be hating My lord, if it were om of your domeetiei who b 
urrited at 0he place of appointmeut ahwt ton mi* plijiag the epy upofi you, I would eouaeal yoa to 
nutes previously. Bedcliflb spoke a few hasty take heed. As for myself, I wash my hande alto- 
. worda of eaplaoation— returned the key to the old getber of the lAieiiieee yoa pvopoee to me-4 will 
man— and hurried off • hate nothing to do with it— I wbh to beaten that 

you bad not even spokon to me on the snlijeotl 
— — ^re b such a thing os mumiag coe’e head into 

a noose at the very initoot ime Unnka that safety 
GHAPTSB XOVl and eeourity ere the meet eom^els^” 

fitsnhope epoke with oousUesdble vehmaeuee 
mV BAVD-nisfe ind ete ft emeut; end bfe speeeh hml baen inlar- 

ruiM by llm hoivied visfte be pato to the dear of 
Vm. Hen. Wilfon Stanhope wua taken so uadh by the conaervaloty and to the eesaments ef the id- 
surprue^ and was sebed with so much oonsterna- joining billiard-room and library. The Puke 
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litteDtd to him with • lort of ditmojad itopofiie- 
tioD, u wall M with hagganl loob«. Jia apoke 
not a wofd t hat haatoaiag, or rather itoggering 
book Uhi one ioebriete into the dining-room, he 
toeaed off A large bumper of wine. Theia, atill in 
aUenae, ha repla^ bia obeque-book in^ha writing- 
oaae, which ha wm about to look,— when Btanhope, 
who had followed him thither, laid hie hand upon 
hie aboulder. The Duke, who had not peroeired 
that ha waa ao near, otartod with a riaibie tremor; 
and again hia haggard looka oontomplated Stan- 
hope with a kind of raoant diamaj. 

**Mj lord,*’ aaid the latter, ** there ia aomething 
more in all thia than I comprehend. Either jou 
’were amitten with a real terror or a fanciful one. 
If the former, there •muat be a real danger, which 
I now incur ao well aa youraelf : and if the latter, 
JOU must have a verj evil conscience. At all 
events it may be worth jour lordship’s while to 
keep on friendly terms with me; and therefore 
you will scarcely lock up that writing-desk until 
you have given me some token of— what ahqll 

we call it?— your liberality that term i^dor 

—and Stanhope chucklad ironically. , 

For a moment the Duke of Marchmont ap* 
paared inclined to rasiat with indifnation hia ex- 
tortionate demand t but a second thinight induced 
him to yield. He accordingly drew forth the 
cheque-book, and filled in a draft for a thousand 
guineas instead of fat upwards of aeven times that 
sum, aa he had at first intended. Stanhope took 
the cheque— glanced at its contents— and on see- 
ing the amount, conaigiied it to hia pocket witha 
complacent smile^ aa if he thought that when the 
sum had been diasipatod he might reckon upon 
procuring more from the same quarter. He did 
not care to pram the Duke tor any fkrther expla- 
nation aa to the aoane which had taken places he 
saw that the topic waa an u^leasant one i but he 
had hia auapioion that the Jiint he had thrown out 
relative to the darknem ct the nobleman’s eon- 
aciense was nrj frr from being incorrect. 

The Dole remained abstracted and thoughtful 
for the rest of the erening ; and Stanhope^ anxious 
to escape from such gloomy eompaniondiip^ retired 
early to the apartment whiolf waa provided tat hia 
reception. The instant that Marchmont waa left 
alone, he rang the beU, and ordered Purvis to be 
imm^iaCely sent to him. The old steward soon 
made his appearance, with hiC habitual demeanour 
of respectfulneaa ; e^ the Du|h— motioning him 
to advance dose up to where he had halted from 
a troubled walk to and fro— ^ud in a deep voioe, 

Purvis^ something strange again baa occurred 
thia evening,’* 

** Strange^ my lordf” aaid the old steward. 
^And what ia itP” 

** You remember that dream of mine— if it were 
a dream— -But I begin toMoubt— In short,” 
added Marchmont^ moat cmellv perplexed, 
know not what to think— Bin who, Purvis,” 
he suddenly demanded, "keeps the key of the 
conservatory P” 

"It is always in my custody, my lord,'* re- 
sponded the old stswi^. "Whan the haad- 
gardener requirea it, I give it to him t but he 
always restores it to me— for aa OaUanda is so 
saldom ooeiipied now by your lordship and her 
Grace, I am always afrsk of a set of idle tramps 
and vagabonds getting into the place.” 


" Who has the key at thia moment P— who has 
had it all the evening P” demanded the Duke 
hastily. 

"It ia here^ my lord,” replied Purvis, producing 
the key I " a^ the gaidener has not bad it in hia 
possession smce the forenoon.” • 

" But tbosf other rooms,” said* the Duke,— 
" think you that anybody could have penetrated 
into them P” * 

"Not without my knowledge, my lord,” re- 
sponded the steward : " or at ail events not without 
the knowledge of at least some of the servants. 
But may I be ao bold as to inquire why your Grace 
askaP” 

"It is strange— most strange I” muttered the 
Duke to himself. " Can the dead reappear P— or 
if he be living, has he oome to revisit these scenes 
which — — ” 

" I am afraid,” said Purvis, " that aomething 
unpleasant has occurred to your Grace: for your 
looks are very much discomposed—” 

"Enough for the present!” interrupted March- 
mont. " I possess a feverish fancy when I think 
of certain things. Take care, Purvis, that all the 
doors am oaretolly looked before you retire to rest. 
And look well through all the rooms— behind the 
draperies— in every nook and corner, indeed ; for 
the house is spaoious;-and it is so easy for any 
evil-designing person to qpter and hide himaelL 
Bee that you attend to my instructions: but do 
not appear to be more assiduous on these points 
than usual in the presence of the other domes- 
tios.” 

The Duke of Marchmont waved hia hand for 
Purvis to retire; and he then proceeded to his own 
chamber, where be locked himself in. 

We must now return to Mr. Bedoliffe. After 
parting from the old steward at the statue, he sped 
along in the direction of the cottage, where he bad 
left the unknown woman whom he had pieked up 
in the road, as already described. During the 
short space ot time occupied in retracing bis way 
towards that cottage, Mr. Bedoliffe refieoted up*m 
all that had oocurr^ at Oaklands ; and omst pain- 
ful were these reflections. That Queen Indora 
was the object of the Duke’s murdetons maohi na- 
tions, he well knew : but that he bad paralysed 
them he waa almost cqusUy certain. And now, on 
his return to the cottage, he hoped to enabled 
to receive come explanation from the stiangor- 
womaq’s lips aa to how she had beoome poaiessed 
of the letter oontained in the sealed packet t but 
he waa doomed to diaappointment. For, on re- 
entering the oottagi, he at onoe learnt from the 
mistrees thereof that the woman was gone. 

" Gone I” ejaculated Mr. Beddiff ». " What do 
yon mean P— that she ia gqpc of her o .td aooord P 
or that the surgeon order^ her to hi removed P” 

" No, sir,” answered the elderly female ; ** she 
went away of her own accord.” 

Mr. B^liffc passed into his Utdlc pa;‘lonr,thc 
miitrev of the house following him ; and he then ■ 
learnt the following explanations:— 

Shortly after he bad left the cottage on his visit 
to Oaklands^ the woman had begun to rally far 
more rapidly than at flrtt ; and she soon recovered 
her oonsoiottsaMC. She exhibited mingled terror 
and aatonishment at finding herself in a strange 
plaoe: then abe rapidly felt abrnt her person' ia 
searoh of her property. The mistresf of the oottagi 
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at oBw bad# bar baaith all alarm ftom bar mind, ^Oh I aboal aoBM draadftil tbiafi Ibat bat* 
Tor that aha waa whara aha woaU ba (akaa aara af baaa diaaofarad up ia Lmdoa jondar^-a booaa 
wall I aha thaa ahowad har that bar BMuaj and bar whara it'a auppoaad thraa or fbur paopla hufo baaa 
Iriokaca vara aafb. But tha ttraugar-vomaa da- mtirdarad at dlAiaut timai^ aad bwM with qo^* 
maodad tha aaaled paakat wbioh aha had had Hma in a pit. Aad an tham bUla ara to odbr a 
about har paAonj and than tha miatroM of tha huadrad ^nda* Mward io aa^bodj who giraa 
eottage atatad what Mr* Bedallife tad bidden har tha people into ouatodj-owhal’a their namaaagainP 
anpounea : aapielj, that it waa taken oare of on Oh, hare it ia In laifa print*- John Snadlej aad 


bar behalf bj the sandman who had piokad har hia wife Barbara— or dftj ponnda dw aithar of 
up in the roid, and tliat he wiahed to ha?a aoma tham aaparata.'* 

conTenation with bar on tha aubjaot. Tha ^Lat*a looki** aaid tha woman i and aha pro- 
stranger-wcman demanded, who the gentleman oaddad to read one of the handbiUa which bar hua- 
waa --but the miatreaa of tha cottage, aoouatomed band bad brought with him. ** Wall now, thii ia 
to he Torj diioreet in all that regaled har oooa- odd T* aha ejaculated in a Toioa of mingled wonder 
■ional lodger, gave some eraaifc reaponae, which and terror t " whj, tha deaeription of the woman-* 
onlj had tha effect of iocreafing the atranwer'a dear met it la jthe ?orj«aamal Tatt-^dark— 
apprehoDHona. She rowed that aha must d^art fine eyea— good teeth— age abdUt thraa or four and 
that inatant—that she had a long journey to per- thirty—" 

form, and important buaineu on hand— that she Hare the woman*c tjacolationa ware suddenly 
'could not therefore ' wait. The eldwly female, interrupted by the appearance of Mf. Bedcliffe. 
fancying that her unfortunate guest was half bereft The colloquy between the husband and wife had 
of reason, entreated her to remain: but nothing token plaoe m the passage; and the door of Mr 
could induce her-aud she took her preoipttato Bedcliffa^eparklar it^.ajar. He could not then- 
departure, forcing upon her hostess a few shillings fore help oterhearing what thus passed ; and when 
in payment of a pair of shoes which the latter in- the oonvenation took the turn just desoribed, he 
sisted upon her taking as substitutes for her own iMucd ferth,einqniring, "Where an tbeae hand* 
worn-out ones. Thus, when the surgeon arrived, bills f* 


the woman who waa to baie been his patient had 
taken her departure. • 


One was immediately given to bimi he hastily 
scanned its contents ; end not i doubt rested in 


" There ia something exceedingly mysterious an his mud that the woman who had been the oljeet 
all this," said Mr. Bedoliffe. "That woman is no of so moeh kind attentioB on hie part^ was pro* 
unfortunate idiot, as I had at first supposed : she oiaimed as a murderess. The old man of the oot- 
must be conscious cf some misdeed that she has tage— who, be it reeolleeted, had not seen the 
fled thus precipitately. Did she give you no ex- woman at all— waa stricken iKth dismay on learn* 
planation of bow she came to sink down upon the ing what sort of a ebaraotor had been within the 
roadP'* w^ of his dwelling; and he waa by no meana 

" She said something about exhaustion," was the sony to find that her etay bad been oomparativel j 
reply given by the mietrees of the cottage ; " but eo brief. 

ahe would not tarry to eat so much as a morsel of "It were madneae," laid Mr. Bedcliffa, after a 
bread : she merely took a cup of milk — and when few momenta’ refieetto, " to think of overtaking 
I offered to put lome food into a little baiket for her through thie dense fog. Beeidea^ she has got 
her, she did not appear to listen : she seemed all at leut an hour and' a halfe etart of os ; and 
in a fluriy, as if afraid of something, so that then, as ahe hi# money too^ ahe will find moans of 
I myself thought she could not be altogether conveyance. My good fineodi^’’ added Mr. Bed- 
right." differ " aa yon ase well awere that I have no *n- 

" And the surgeon P" said Mr. Bedcliffe, in- clination to be tallfed ehoiit^ and do not want my 
quiringiy. name mentioned, it wofM be quite aa well if 

"He rode acroia on hie pony; and on finding nothing were aaid aboot the vile woman having 
that tha woman had gone, he grombled e little— been in your eottage. The eaoa* of juatice will 
until I aaeured him that there waa a gentleman not auifer on thal aeoount : fbr with this distribu- 
here who would* pay him handcomely. JHe then lion of handhUlAall over the eoontiy, end with the 
went away better pleased. But my husband is not other meana whph the police are doobtlece taking 
come back from the village yet; and I can’t think for the deteetioi^of her^ and her hoaband, those 
what detaina him.’’ wretobee cannot pocnbly eceap^'’ 

Scarcely had the woman thoc epoken, when the The cottager and hie wife, who were accustomed 
outer door of the cottage waa heaM to yield to the to pay impfent obe fence to Mr. Bedcliffe, pro- 
vntrance of some one ; and this prov^ to be the miaed to be aUent in rcapeot to the subject he had 
husband on whose account ahe hwl been getting named ; and when he took his departure at an 
anxious. early hour on the fellowing morning, he rewarded 

"Why, what haa detained youff’ she asked, them with even more than his aeoustomed 
" You never yet have been given to tippling at the liberality. Bfit in reapeet to the paper which had 
alehouse——’* , fellen into his possession, what coiM he tiiivik f 

" And I’m not going to do so now, wife,’’ ha That its writer had been murdered aad that he 
replied. "But in the first piece there’s so thick a waa one of the victims to whom the cootenta of • 
mist one can hardly see a yard in feont 7f one; the handbill ao terribly pointed. Tea— thia waa 
and then Smithers the carrier bad just arrived, the natural though feiml eonjeotore which sug- 
and be had brought with him aome handbills from geated itself to Mr. Beddiflb’i mind : but lie re* 
Puildford, which ve ell got reading at the bar ef solved to lef inquirfee on foot in order to asoortaia 
the Blue Lion.’’ if any oertain clue oould possibly be discovered to 

" And whe| are the handbiUa about P" the fate of the writer of that letter. 
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it. for iliA lait tkao. And noir, despite hit da- 
CUAPIEK XCVIL I eUratioa that ha trathet hit hands of tho busiaeti 

1 1 propota to him^ ha thaU undertake it; and b/ 
Jk tTBAUOB ocjitr AT OAKLAVOt. rondtriag him criminal— by making him an acoom- 

plioe, I thall oeate to be at bit aiorojy.as t no«r 
Tbb Duke of Marchmout, at we htfolaidi retired ' more or lait aoi: for unfortanataly the incident of 
to hit own chamber aud locked himialf in. Bat tbit evening has given him an advantage over 
he did not seek bis coach: be felt that it were , me.*' ** 


useless to lay himself down thereon* for that he 
eottld not sleep. Hit aool had received a shock 
for More profound than even Wilton Stanhope 
hiiaiell’ hml sutpeeted at the time. 

The Puke iirst of all esamined tba room care- 
/ulIyf—eveacendoMctidiog to look baneath the bed 
and behind all tho draperiei; and srith an equal 
degree of scrutiny did he teareh the dreiting* 
room adjoining. We have used tho word cond^ 
eecttfi becauM it ii ever a humiliating things for a 
man to admit even unto himself that ho ia a 
coward ; and with tome haughty miodt it ia a 
dilficult thing for them to be^ to any proceeding 
tliat in itself prociaimt thtic cowardice. Bat tbS 
Duke of Marchmont waa indeed a oowaifi now ; 
and it was oontoienoa that made him lo. ' 

iltvtng completed the invettigatipn of hit bed- 
chamber and the dretting-room adjoining^ the 
Duke opened bit piitol-ctte and prooeeded to load 
the weapons. But in the midst of the operation 
be detiated : be pretted bit hand to hit brow— and 
uurmurod to hioMelf* If be be really alive, can 1 
—can 1 do tbit ?" and he glanced ihudderiogly at 
4he piitult ia the epea ease. 

Ha threw himaelf upon a mt, aod reflected pro- 
foundly. Slow hut deep— gradual but strongly 
marked* were the workings of hit oountenance, at 
varied thoughts pitted tbmugh hit binia. 

** What can all this mean?'* he asked himtelf: 
* what omtnt are pertended P Why waa it that 
cAe— that eattem ironan— camahithif P and why 
does the teem te be taking flp a eaaae srith which 
ebe oaa have ao earthly ooacara P Aod why does 
Ac haunt mes oaw P Ob* would that 1 oould par- 
stttido myself it wm aU a dream I Bat if aha* 
that eastern lady— wera removed %an aj path— 
aad if Ac— Ac U'cewite ceaaa d If exist— what cease 
of future appreheaiioii would lemaiaP" 

The Duke rose firom hit teat* aad alow^ paced 
to and tro m the chamber. At length he halted 
at the table on which the pittol-oiM lay ; aad at if 
•uddealy making up bit miul^ jEe aattcred bc- 
iw^a hit teeth* while hit oouateinjiee aMumed an 
aif of fierce resolve^ ** Yet- by amveal anythiog 
—no matter what— ao long aa BVleac my path of 
iboie who date pleat tbemselvea ia it 1** 

The Dake then flnitbed loading the piatola; aad 
hi deposited the cate oa a email table by tho aide 
of hit bed. , 

*' Bow/* he tajd, with a dgmoniac aavageaata 
lettling for the instana upon hit foatores* " Ac may 
eome again if he will ; and if it k» in the oor- 
poMtl tubttaaee that he oomaa— if it he aa a living 
dealcea of tbia world— by heafoo* bb naxt a^ 
pearaaea shall be the Util Without compuootioa.: 
— srithout vemorte^ will 1 elmteh himBlUatcgp 
the fleet I Bo more puaillaniaiitf tm wtf pactlv*^ 
noDMiNkvaia aad idle Urterel— forit 
my eosnmd yielding to them that ha had^Pw w 
eeuMged to reotw Ipa praaka aad eodiivow'foi 
fvark upon my foan. Bool* fool that 1 waf<^ta bfo^ 

, tay myself in tbe prcioneo of Stanhope I Bat It 


The Dake of ACarohmont endeavoured to per- 
euade himeelf— or we might even eay, etrovo bard 
to make himtelf feel that his mind was now com- 
posed and settled once again tinoo ha had resolved 
upon a particular course of action : but he oouM 
not shut out from hia oonvictioos that hit soul had 
received a ahock from which it was by no means 
to easy to recover. Tho sense that it was so, was 
brought all the more powerfully home to him when 
he began to ditapparel himself for the purpose of 
teoking his couch ; and then he suddenly stamped 
hia fool wAh rage as he felt that he was afVaid to 
go to bed! He walked to and fro— he sate down 
and took a book— he rose up again— hit restless- 
ness was increasing. 

**But*^how could Ac have got there P” the Duke 
suddenly aeked himself. ** The door of the con- 
servatory was looked— and no one oould have 
eatered the library or the billiard-room uu per- 
ceived by at least some of^the domestics. Ah!" 
cgaculated tho Duke withiu*' himself; **if ho were 
really there, then he must be there now ! Egress 
was impossible 1" 

As this idea struck the Duke of Marohmont, a 
devilish notion at the samB time (lashed to bis 
brain. He nerved himself with all his ouergy to 
carry it out: he forced upon hiouelf the thought 
of bow much depended upon it: his features grow 
rigid with desperate resolotenesi— and he deter- 
mined to do that which bad yust entered his head. 
Eeeumiiig the apparel which he had cast off, the 
Duke secured the pistols about bis person ; and 
taking a light, issued from his chamber. 

He descended the stairosse, and first of all en- 
tered tbe billiard-room. With the taper in one 
hand, and the other ready prepared to seize upon a 
pistol^ the Duke searched the place— but found no 
one. He passed into the library : an equally rigid 
search was instituted there — and still no one. 
Thence bo pessod out into tfie conservalo^— say- 
ing to himself* " Perhaps if I had only marched 
thii place well at the time^ I migkt have found him 
eruu^ff behind one of the trees or in soma dark 
nook." 

It waa no linger with the sUghteet aeintUlation 
of oowardioe^ hut vriih a stern* dogged* savage 
reeoluteneai of purpose* that the Duke of BCarch- 
mont pursued his investigation here— but all to no 
eifoct. He examined the outer door— and it was 
fast locked, as when ^ffilson Stanhope had himself 
examined it. 

"Can ha be etill in the house P" asked the Duke 
of himeelf I " or was it after all naught but an iUu- 
•ionP— Aor worse atUl* was ft— was it aepirit from 
the other wocIdP" 

How all ift aa inataat hie molateiiesi meltad 
nway— a ooU ahiidder m through him— his looks 
wen swafl in rescaling terror aroundi and he felt 
•• if the leaft indieatiou of anything aupernatural 
would erush and overpower him in a moMaent, A 
multitttde of harrifle fimoies swept thioagh his 
brain i hia.eoontenanee was ghastly llrhite ; aad he 
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fUt his liearfe bMtfang vitt m ^^itfiU t fi^)«ioe.| “Hotit not aqotbor inob/* laid Ibe Doko^ vith 
Ihot itapptwtdnf if ibn ittijnit l»Mabnyp|ibr inlMptitit/i "or I md n buUot (hmeh 
AvokoBoil out of * ditm* bAina 1" 

" Fool, Ibol 4baJ> X w t** booaid fto Umielf i ^il; * Tqi oaijji jpoor feOor/’ reapOD<^ed tbe intraday 
€00 iMtaol lK)ld tp dpiyiMrationl*^ aiiotb«r Ibn^ " vbiob baa loit bl# vaj in this oaraed hg : and I 
Terieat coward thatwawf ibo face of the aiurtti dMA’tfoforaodOiBO bar^" 

Farbapi aftw aH b# iaaaoaatad aliewbera |ii dboj ^If tbft be the eaieti'' osiawercd the Duka , " 1 
bonaej for b^,M iM Mirmasion, ooold ba vQldomaobaimeil^r* But tall ma-bow came 
' haTO proouved adauttiDoa vitbin (beie walla. Bp . poa to look into that ooaierfatorj Joat now P” 
baaTcn* IwiUsotjreattiUZbafaaaaiebed tbeplaoa: "Ab, waU> X ace 700*00 tbe aane geutloman 
tbroughoutl" wWk wta in tbat ptaoa; hat I waan'Ci alter no ill. 

waa Ibe fiirtitiide of tba Boko of Kareb** 1 aaw the light-or ahodd rather aap, I came right 
mwt retiuiiibgs and bo wm aboat to ieaae fcon bang agio the place in the midat of the fag. and 
the coaiervatorj to retom into the librarj and aboold hare gone amaib through it glaai and all» if 
thence regain the other part of the aMnaioiv-^fOO ba that It wan^t ibr tbat tbare glim aa pom 
when all of a aaddeo it atrude him that he beheld earried in potfr band/* 
a buaBan eoantenanoa looking in at him throng JOnrlog Ibia brief pollogupt Ibe Bake of Harch* 
the glaaa. The taper nearlp fell from hia hand* mont bad latanra to eontemplate the intruder more 
the next inatgnt the face waa gon6>-*but hia ear narrowb aa hia apaa grav aceuitomad .to the oh* 
distinetlp caught the aoond of rapjdlp retreating aimiil^f^hiah fivei|a3ea. A suipioion aroae in hia 
footitepa. Tima aatiafied that it waa indeed a lifiog mindiaadaaoiharlnafcant’aacrtttinpofthatril- 
being, but having no pariioular idea of the appear- lanona haiBfdof eonatenanca oondrmed ^ Ho 
ance of that oountenanoa which he bad aeen look- tiow Jknew oapoM m farther doubt who tiff man 
isg in upon hiob the Bake hutened from the iraar and It appaaraa to him aa If be wore aud- 
coDserratory— aped through the librarp-mnd in a dmelp tfafOim & Ih W|p in order to become an 
few momenta reaq|)6d the private door wbiob waa inatnunant tha aarrpixif oat of hia deatgna. 
ao freqoentlp mentioned in earlier obaptera of thia " Mp poor ftUow/*' ba «aai4> aaittming the moat 
narrative. Of thia door faealwapa lud tbekep: compaaaioaatlng voio^ "pon are evidently uhoaaa* 
he opened it— and leaving Ae taper in n rcoeaa, he leea wandefert and 10 tu from blaming pen for 
ruahed forth. * bnvjng invulontarily intrudtd on my ground^ I 

" Now. by heavan! if it iala^" the Buka thought pity yam IFhat can I do for peuP Bo pou 
within hie own breoat — and he foiipd himaelf require food P and abaU 1 ebow pen a loft over the 
nerved with an extraordinarp atrength of mind, or ataUe where pou may reat youraelf for the night f 
rather we should aay, a satanio reaolutoneaa of pur- Ba not afoaidi I am tho Bufce of Marehmont-^ 
poae,— " if it if Ji#, death— death 1" and I ilattar mpaalf that no man haa ever 

Ha stopped and listened: the aounda of footatepa bad Aop mason tc aomplain of harahneaa or tu« 
ceoehed hia ear from u particular direction ; and bindnaw mi mj park'* 
thither bo iped with a awiftneaa that amased him* "I'm winjr much oblaagel to your lordship/* 
self. He oould however aee nething-for there was the intraaar^ rcijpoi^ ; "and if so be 'tian*t 
waa a thick fog: but he knew every inr'i of hia axiiigfor toojwfob at this time 0 ^ night for a ipeal 
own grouoda well, and could thus keiy to the nf wittela, I aboald bd*oiioomaion thankful." 
gravel- walk even though rushing on ot ao ilcet a "Coaae with ma^ my poor man^" relied the 
pace. The retreating footatepa becana more Duke, in the same compassionating iroiee as he- 
distinct. Harcbmont than knew that be was in the I forti "and J will aoo what I can de for you. 
vicinage of a grass-plot; and by transferring hie Thia way." 

route to the soft yielding turf, the sounds of hie Harehmont aotmLaa if be had not the alightaat 
own steps were no longer audible. auapieion of the feUow'a true character ; and in 

All of tt sudden the footitepa of the other ceased 1 this manner he omidiicted him towards the private 
then in a few loinutea, they appeared to be coming door of the hooae. 'VThiie prooeeding thither, tho 
, hastily fcwards him ; and the Buke stood stUL ill«looking intrndar eped the ncbleman Aikaoco, in 
I Nearer came tho|e atepe : then they auddenly order to penetram bii purpose and assure himself 
ceased again, aa if the individual waa mopping that he waa reamr mfo : bat he saw nothing on 
short to listen; and then they came on once more, the part of the H^e to make him apprehend any 
The Bufce of ZZarchmont hod a pistol in each troaobery. Hie m^umstanoes were desperate: for 
band ; and he waa resolved to fire the very moment though he had money in hia |^ket, yet he waa 
he should obtain the certainty tbat it was he whom weU nigh fomiabed, from the simple fact tbat he 
ho auught— be whom ha feared— he whose life he had not dared approach any habitation during the 
had made up hia mind to take 1 Nearer came the day, much ieas^ enter any village or hamlet, in 
footatepa: they were advancing more slowly along order to purchase fpod. He accordingly resiilved 
the gravsel*walk i they were heavy ilepe, aa if they to accept Ibe proffered kindness of the Buke ; for 
were clumsy aboee or ooaraa boots that were thus be felt tolerably well convinced tbat he incurred 
« treading ;— and Marohmout thought within him- no peril in ao doing. 

adf, " It cannot after all be h#/" * &irchmont conducted him over the threshold 

A few momenta put an end to the ^uke^ an- qf the private door, which he immediately locked ; 
eertamty; for a figure was revealed to him tbrough and taking tho ti^r from the reoeee, he led the 
the miit ; and, be Umialf waa aimiiltanaoualy re- way towards the servants' officea^—the ill-looking 
vealed to that juadirifiaal. man foUowing. Proceeding to tho larder ^ 

"lUnda 4 ^ whether piDU ace I" a^wtedaforo- Buke aaid^ "Taka whatever pou fancy i he not 
dous voice 1 , " or 111 daab pour br^ out— bbw afraid--^ do not thioga bp halvea." 
me if X ta'ir The man lifted down a cold joint: another abjil 


lupplied brMid and ebaeae; and the Duka bada ** Tai^I know jou," aonttnoad thaDakat "I 
hiia bring tha food into tba aarranU* hal^ Than raoogniaad jou withia a inatanta after our an- • 
hia Ghraoa ahowed him whara to draw a jog of oountar ; and tharato jou maj judge whatbar I 
■trong ala^ and bade him ait down and eat Tba mean 70a a miaehiafi oonaidaring the way in which 
man moat raidily and joyooily obeyed 1 ha plaoad 1 haft traatad you. Tour name ia Barnaa«-and 
himaalf at tha table, and commeno^ i^nighty in- you are known aa tha Burker.*^ , 
road on tha airloin,— prefacing it howa?ar with a “ Wall, my lard, I don't deny tham'a my namaa^ 
deep draught of tha old October ala* Tha Duka titlaa^ and dial^tioaa; and if ao be they ain't 
aata down at a little diatanoa; and without ap- quite ao high and mighty aa your own, they’re all 
peering to look towards his atranga guest, was worry wall ia their own way. I oome of a worry 
na? arthalaaa oontamplating him fiirti?aly tha whole raipaotabla fhmily, my lord 1 moat of my aneeatora 
time. was great pubiio characters^ and want out of tha 

** Itfa worry kind, my lord," aaid tha man, " for a world bafora tha public gaaa amidst worry great 
great noUaman like yourself to taka such com- applause. I'm raythar proud on 'em, though 1 
jlassion on a poor hard-working feller which has cays it which shouldn't ssy it." 
had no work to do foa tha lapt month— " Now that you have dona this long tirade," 
"Eat and drink,” interrupted Marehmonti said tha Duke of Marohmont^ " perhaps youwill 
" and giro me your thanks afterwards. Do not be listen to me.” 

afraid of making inroads on tha profision|t there "But first of all, my lord," interrupted the 
is more meat in the larder, and there is more ala Barker, " ^rhaps you will hare tha go^ness to 
in tha cask." tall pa how it was you recognised me. 1 know 

Tldlt enoouragad, the Ul-locklng guest renaw^ that I'm a genalman of much renown, and that 
bis assault on the sbloin, and his fmpMts w people in certain quarters makes theu^TSs uu- 
tha ala. ate with the Tcraoity of oip wno h^ common busy in looking artar me and prying into 
bean fbodlass for many, many long hours— as wes my oonslTna” 

indeed tha case* At length ha laid down his "A few words of explanation will suffice,” ra- 
koife and fork, and drained tha jug. spondad tha Duke, cutting short that garrulity 

"Now," said the Duke, "replaniah that jug— which recaired its inspiration from the strength of 
for I must hate sooia little disoourse with you. I tba October ale. "There hare been accurate per- 
have already giren you tba assurance that X do tpnal dasoriptions giren of you in newspaper- 
not things by halfcsj and I must see if I can be adrertisaments, placards, and handbills—” 
of aerfice to you for tba future." " Ah 1 my lonl, aaa what poppilarity is!” said 

Tha man loat na tima ia refilling the jug from tha Barker t and ha again had raooursa to tha ala 
tha barrel of old October} and rstuming to his jug. 

esat, ha aoddad with n sort of rsspcotfiil foini- Ws may her# pauaa for an instant to explain 
iiarity to the Duke, mying^ " Hare's wishing your that tbs Duke of Hsrehmont had at tbs time, for 
Grass all 'oslth and 'appinssib and many ysam to reasons known to the reader, tokens great interest 
enjoy them good tbin^ which yon bestows on a in the trial of Lettioe Bodney t he had therefore 
poor honest Christian like myself." eloiely watched the newspapers in order to see 

The Duke ma^ no rasnonie 1 but firing from whether anything transpired relatire to Madame 
bis leat, abut tha door of cna •arfank’ hau } and Angelique’s aetobliebment, or showed that there 
than returning to hie chair, he sai4, "We most had been a connexion in any sort of way between 
now hate a Yew arinutee’ diseoursa.*^ Lettioe Bodney and himieif. Thus wse it that the 

There, wte somsthlng in the Duks of March- Duka had been led to read the personal description 
mont's appetrance — sometbiiig which aca m a d that was giren of the Barker, when the result of 
titered in his manner, that Che ill-looking guest the trial prored that he, Mrs. Webber, and another 
did not altogether like. So Jookod around him— were the actual murderers of the Lirerpool lawyer, 
fidgetted on his dbair for n moment— appeared in- The Duke had ainoe thought mere than once that 
dined to take up his club, wbieh lay near hii bat- Barney the Barker was an instrument for whom 
tared hat at his foet— then flunm a furtir e glance he could find empbyment : and thus wA it that 
nt the Duke again— and then IM recourse to the the personal desoriptioo of the rufflsn had re- 
ale jug, ea if thenee to deriee nortitude anden- mained^ho faithfully impressed upon his memory, 
oouragement. When he dep^U it on the table Infinitely dieguited was hia Grace new with the 
igaia, be peroeifcd that the iftke wae regarding ooarae fiippaim familiarity which the Barker du- 
him in t peculiar manner. playcd.nnder the Infiuenoo of the ale 1 for refined 

"Do not be a^id," said Marchmont ; " and do rUlany loathes Tulgar fillany, although there may 
not start nor grow excited— much less attempt be no shade of differeooe between the aotual orimi- 
any Tiolenoe— I mean you no harm— but in a aality of either, and although tho former may eon- 
word, 1 know who you are 1”* deso^ or feel itself aeoeeritoted to make dm of 

Tho follow M start despite the injunetion to the latter. Bat Marobmont did not choose to m- 
the oontrsry ; and again he msdd' a motion as if soma an OTcrboarisg manner, nor to betray bis dis- 
to snatok up his dub 1 bat the Duke, inatan* gust too fisibly to the ruflian whose serrioes he war* 
taaeonriy displaying a pistol, ssid, " Look 1 you now res&l? ed to put into requisition, 
are at n^ mercy. But be qui et *^^! tell you "1 ean well understand," be said, "how it is 
again that 1 wifi do you no harm. In a word, you that you an a housslem wanderer and that your 
can sam mu" oondition ia ao daplorahlu Then ia a nward act 

"Ahl tbat'e diflerent," eielaiinad the fellow, upon your bead} aad your predtoament ia mom 
" I alwaya like to beer that my services la needed then ever periloua after your most recent exploits 
— ooe why, it shows that every&ag is sqoare and with the ^ioe-oAocis at the honee some where*in 
WMve board." the aoutbarn ride of London. Now, if 1 wen to 
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afford yon the moans of disuse jmd 4n giye 
yoQ money— if I wore also to nold out to you a 
prospeot of a much larger siun, so that you 
might escape out of the oountary and go to 
America or Fiance, or go out to Australia— 
anything, in short-—” 
f* Your lordship m^ command me in eyery 
iray,” exclaimed the Burker, his hidwns ha^ 
dog countenance testifying the utmost joy. 
" There's nothing I'd stick at to serve so kind 
i friend as your Grace offers to prove tomds 
mo.” 

Well and fairly spoken,'' r^oinedtht Duke 
” 1 do indeed require a most signal serWee at 
your hands ; and if you fulfil it, all that I have 
promised shall be done.” , 

We will not dwell any longer upon the con- 
versation that took place between the Duke of 
Marohmont and his miscreant oompuuion: 
suffice it to say that the latter fully compre- 
hmided the da» iniquitous business that was 
entrusted to 1pm, and swore to acoompliih it. 

No. FOUBTH BEBIjlS* • 


The Duke aioencM to Ms ohamber. and there 
procured a small jbhial containing a aye for the 
complexion, a bl|||k wig with friuv onrls, and 
a false mon8taoh4*~tbefe articles having been 
required by Mi Grace for some masquerading 
purposes severil years back, and havmg since 
rmnained forgotten until now in some nook of 
Ms wardrobe, pe then took from a cupboard 
a discarded suit of apparel, which by scoideni 
had not yet passed as ** perquisite^' into the 
hands of his valet j and descending with these 
I thim, the Duxe of Marohmont rejoined the | 
Barker whom he had left in the servants* halL 
The ruffian speedily metamorphosed himself ac- 
oording to the inatruotipni he received and 
the means placed at his disposal, lad of which 
he availed himself with mflnite satisfaction 
and delight. By the aid of a looking- 
glass he dyed his complexion with a portion 
of the liquid futnishM Ixj the phial; and 
the Duke mformed Mm how, by the pur- 
Miaae of a few simple things at a ohemist'% 
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to Ibrm a limiHr decoction for future um. The 
appendage of the moustacUo concealed that pecu- 
liar formation of the Burker'a upper lip which 
rendered him so eaailj recognisable ; and the gar- 
ments which the Duke supplied Idm, as well as 
the wig, aided in the accompliahmllit of the dis- 
guise. From amidst the quantity of boots and 
shoes which the male domestici of the establish- 
ment had left down- stairs to be cleaned by the 
underlings in the morning, Marshmont bade the 
Barker choose a pair that would fit him ; and he 
did the same in respect to the hats that were sus- 
pended in the servants’ hall. The Bake then 
placed a ffum of money in the villain’s hand— and 
bade him form a bundle of his own east-off clothes, 
so that ho might tBak it in thefint pond or stream 
he should reach 

All these inateefe being settled, the transmog- 
Yinpd Mr. Barnet tool: Me depatMi firom Oak- 
lends; and the Bokt tH Hgroliiiiltft MHHUiitud to his 
own ohamiber* 

"It was Man*! mHC* ^e trilshiir^ 

ownmittd^ "who toitliUlhilowinflii^ilway to- 
nigfhti t etta iwt 4ll|NMiii dM the aihMi of, 
Stanhope,— wUdb tfAnr la «i advinttfat Ibr; 

bo is more aquenentb than i had lfimgied«-* 1 i i rt i'iai | 
yn the other band this rufiklh wifi ‘4o at(7 baad- 
noBs without eompuoction afll tawwati 

Sar fate will aeon be MaledilMrd Ho# I Mwiiaily 
to think whrt lllaba^oni%Mh NfifA ^ Mm-if* 
indeed it be bibliMalf In person, and 

not a apirit whdM t teea aMi f* 


OHAFVtt ICVIIL 

SAIM, 

Taw icene again abifla sCo tiondon. In a well- 
forniibed room at a baantifol fitHa anbiurbaD villa, 
Mr. Wbitp Oboker wit aeated upon m toU with the 
mistreaa whom teiddSM iagelique M ao kindly 
provided for Idii* SUe wumwki, <be Qermmi 
beauty. She wai dieaaad il jnelifant dsiMd^ 
consisting of a Freiali ■ncalia wrappeti and 
I which, though it came up to the throat, neverthe- 
less defined all the vdhiptUone proportioiis of her 
form. The rich maasei of her auburn hair en- 
I framed her counteuance witMbeavy bands, and 
were negligent^ knotted behjCd the well diepsd 
^ head I for it was not yet of d-day and Lm^'s 
toileti bad still to be aecompliMd. 

Mr. 'White Choker Wat deeply enamoured of bis 
beautifiil mistress. Several days bad now passed 
stnoe be fifst beoame possessed of beri be firmly 
believed that tbe waa all but virtuous when she 
eame to bie pnnaj and he wdt very fiur ftom 
euspeoting that the wu inUbw way to beooae n 
motbev. On the oeeaeion when |Fe now find him 
tested by her eUe^ be bad only Just arrived at 
ibe villa, where he bad not paNed tbe-prceediitg 
night: for he could not too often adopt towards 
the Wile of his bosonr, the execifient wa. WliUe 
Obohe^tlid eicase ’’that he wai gtinff to keep a 
vigil or .ktessed prMCr bp the M-jrida of a dear 
biotlMr in the gm wetb, who Wit lying nl that 
antreailtp wbkh wna bul Iha paiifarf to the 
. ,imdine dt etennl bUmi^’ 

. : IlnWbiWObolNWWIlt dMiM ii pioi^ 
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same style as when we first introduced him to the 
reader,— a block suit->a white neckcloth, display- 
ing DO collar— shoos and stockings, the former 
with very large bows;— while a capacious cotton 
umbrella kept company with his ^low-crowned hat 
which he hq^ deposited on the carpet. How it 
it that all "saints” carry ootton umbrellas P A 
"mint” evidently does not consider himself perfect 
without such an appendage. However rich he 
may be, you will never see him with a silk um- 
brella : it is always a cotton one. If you peep 
into Exeter Hall, a glance will soon satisfy you 
that all the umbrellas which tap upon the floor at 
•ome peculiarly refreshing portiou of the speaker’s 
diseonne, are stout cotton ones, and there shall not 
be n single silk one amongst them. A cotton um- 
btulla is as inaeparsble from a gentleman " saint” 
aa a brandy la^ is from a lady "saint and per- 
bapi there ia aa equal number of both umbrellas 
and fiaahi at every meeting at Exeter Hall or any 
other resort of the canotimonious. 

Bub to return to our narrative. Mr. White 
CbokOr sate upon the sefa next to Linda ; and 
birrbg toyed for some flltte while with her, be 
began to notice that the expression cf her conn* 
Manee wm pensive even to mournfulness. 

me, my dear girl,” be eaid| In Ibat whin- 
ing oaMting tone which fimm long biMt he ttCfW In- 
variabip adopted, so thsA. even btejnofemkMs of 
love Were conveyed in an Exeter Hsll snivel,— 
" tell me, my dear girl, what opptemea your mind P 
If you have secret woes, let ytmt loving friend 
Choker share them t for wbMSi yon smile, Oboker 
shall smile— nnd when ydt Wlep, the ifrithfai 
Choker shall weep likewise,” 

Two pearly teiss weve now CrMcling doom 
Linda’s cheeks; wnd Mr. White Chelrer, pworiving 
the same, thongkt it expedient to Ides tbMa away 
in the fii^ iBCIance, and then to get Up-allttie 
sympathetio snivel of his own in the §Atmi Ift- 
Btance. In So doing, he pulled oust bis white 
kerchief; and, behtfid I a bundle of Trnets feA upon 
iheflootk SheywsieSIw Wewiypdbkriie^ 
of one of Ike meet oivoury vessels and most 
inflaeWM meabert of the EeWeign Cannibal- 
BeeliMqg, VsgfowCbriitiMtisbg, and Hakod- 
Bavage-Olothing Soeiety; and on receiving them 
that Very morning, Mr. White Choker had assured 
his trustiog and pious wife that he wOuld hasten 
off to distribute them amongst the " benighted 
bat iactead jcf doing anything of the sort, he bad 
qwd, as we*'hsve seen, to the villa which he had 
hired for bis mistress. 

"But tell me, my deafest Linda,” said Mr. 
White Choker, when be fknded he had gone 
through a sufficient process of sniveUing, and turn- 
bg «p the whites of his qjes, end sighing and 
groaning, " tell ms, my love, what it is that ails 
yon? If you have any remorse for tholile you 
mo leading, mt your mind at ease: for the good 
that I'do in the world more than oompensates for 
iny Ifsffis indisciWtion or weakness of whloh I may 
bn gufity; and the deak of my sanctity covereth 
tbes also, my dssT glitsr— But bang it 1 I am 
not on the pUtform now I I resUy fh^ht 1 was 
for the mommit Ooms^ Linda dem, tell your own 
fidthfnl Cbdmr what it is that effiiots yen; and he 
will do evsqdliiiig that Has in his povsr to oflutii* 
bote to pott hmfolsi.” 

»«ow mte I ffsr ten pou Wo Miir add 
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tiidi, tobbi«E ond wf§pkg^"jw who are to , eould E^work onl^— " ttU im all about thii^ mf 
kind and good Co me I” dear. How came yen to be married P where ^ 

**Touapaak,mglofe,aiif 7 oubiiddeeeiTedme your hpabasd^ w^oiake? 2a he a godljr umt ? 
(D aome jny or another*** aaid the aaoetimonimia hath he the fear of the Lord before hie ejeif 
gentleman; and bia ecmatananoegrewoonaiderably Hot d^n whoew he iaT’-^nd Mr. White 
elongated. <<Fra/ be eandidt letwne know the Choker gaA otterafiee Co thie igaeiilation with an 
yront, whatever it ii>«-jea, let me know the unecipaand ernghaaii «hi^ nrovad the uncaicitj 
worat/' * with whieh nwainHike maladietion wee 

**It ia true,** oontimied Linda^ nowwriQgiog expreaaed. 
her handfl^ •^ibAt in one aenee jou have been df« "JijQA niV'lilrfmi lo flMk" aild XAnd«>,who atill 
ceived-*«»I mean that aamething hca been kept epntinmd tnapbaEd wpap fomewhatk "I wiU tell 
beefo— jon an ahoEl it. Toe Imw 1 am a native of 
**WhaaP whatP*’ asked Mr. White Choker* GNnmn/* H/ father and mother were genteel 
fidgeting very uneasily upon hit seat. ^ Madame peoplf^ hvhv Ot MuMa; and abooC three jeara. 
Angelique toU me you had only bean once ago an BngUdi gentlemen wiu iiopping at tbe 
astray-*^ hotel exaptiy foehtg m Miiwdenni. Me beeame 

"Ah I it waanat in this that yon were deeejved, eoquaintpd with EE and tjaited ui freqoeotly. 
my dear friend/' replied the weeping Linda t " for Me «aa very fkdu»a Captain' in a Husiar regi- 
that wae true enough. Oh 1 1 never ean tell you I" ment^-*^* 

" But you inuet, my dear— you mdat let me Linda etarfod ae if n voiee from the dead had 
know the entire truth/* aaid Mr. White Choker# aHddenly/q^kantn heteari for 20. White Choker 
" I can’t oonoeive what you mean— I can't und«* ffava a groan ao deap apd hoUow that it waa really 
stand what it ia you have got to tel). Bat gmy no mon^ tha yoang lady vga tbue terrified. A 
beoendid. You don*t knew whit a fidget *tbia an- aapitin of Mnnaml 0fl|pd hpavenE that hia 
oertainty keeps meins I atnall over with a tramblav maMfinanl'PkipeUihonM hafe poiiibly opened tbe 


You dQa*t think Snufflenose suspecte- 


ira/ to throw him in oontgit with naoh aveeielof 


"Ko, nothing of that aort/' responded Linda# vfvatk»aa tha giiat eonddered ovary military ofilcer 


' It is not any of gout acqdhintancei 

mi J Alt 


to bet A eaptain of Bnamrait Why# he would 


"Then some of your ownP** haetily ang^ reener fiwa. ^ the flnuftoqaaa to the wwrld— he 
apated Mr. White Chok«h " Oh 1 ny dear* would eoonar have a qommiktea of inquiry ap* 
^w could you have been ao indiscreet P Don’t pointed by bo invfattgate his ehareoter* 

you know that 1 am e blessed leiut, end that if with the oertainty tlpat mqh opmiaittee abould con- 
the odour of my senetity once beeame tainted by list of ell hia iwgm amwaier-^ban atand the 
the breath of seandal*— <0h, dear mel dear me f ehanoe of foehig# captain ef Muiaanl Me would 
what would they say of me at Exeter Hell P** sooner ha ecouii^ tbvioe round Hyde Pack than 
"lam very* very unhappy/* sobbed Linda* whe enoountir jnah an indMdiudl In a word* an 
appeared as if her heart would break : "and 1 vieb hour in the pillory* and being pelted the while 
1 had never aeeepted your protection— for X am with rotten nggE vefa a fdeamn^.^ittle peatime in 
afraid—*’ eompmapoo with th# riak of bo an^ao- 

" Afraid of what P" asked the aaint* still in a oount by a captain cf Euaiara I 
feverish excitement. ''Frayv my daiMit friead* do EOt make youraelf 

" That if my hushand were only to dioover— — ” ao nueerablE" aaid IdndE all her little 

^ Your husband P’*— and Mr. White Choker sud» ertifieM and imIbe aU'her whea^ge and eoaxingn 
denly put on suoh a look of blank despair* that bia and all her mdofoiief to appaaie him somewhat. 


appeoaranoe was perfectly ludicrous. " 1 am vary aor iy|» ' I waa going to have told 

Soiled with oonsternation* overcome with di^ you tbe wb^trolh'PM.hnt the instant I saw you* 
may, and picturing to himself aoliona for crsii. con. 1 coneelved auoh «n afiMfon for you ithat 1 was 
and all sorts of evilE the unfortunate gentleman efndd if yon heard X Wat married— ** 
rolled 0 # tbe sofa and tumbled over his stout cotton "Ah* weU>n-^yl tbe miapbief is done* my 


umbrella and his tgosd- brimmed hat. Then, as he dear/’ groaned 


aljerwerds expressed himself* he grqined iE spirit; 
sod wished that he had rather become the com* 


forbidden fruit— 1 
this wretebed Ad 


panion of Esquimaux and white bears of tbe — " to foil" 


Yorth Pole, or of benighted o^nibale in the 
islands of the South Pecifle, then have re- i 


r. White Choker. " Love is the 
ad you are tbe Eve that tempted 
m ’’—and be slapped his breast 


" Let me continue my narrative/’ said Liad^ 
with one arm thrown round his neck. "This 


meiBcd in the more ealuhrious and aiviliied Captain— pray don’t groan so— this Oaptaip of 
roifioa of hie birth to have fallen in with a merrUd Hussare-r— -WJiat P another groan P—^Vell, I 
woman. Linda besought the saint Co pick himself must call him* theq* by tbe name of Cartwright 
*np ; hut as he exhibited no ineltuatioo to do any- Though many years older than myself* he sought 
thing of the sort* but oaly layeprawling euA|froan- me as his bridm X did not love him i I haled bun 
* ing on the floor* with his head erushiog his hat from the vary instsut that X paroeivod his aiten- 
and hie nose rubbing againat» bis cotton flmbvelle* tions began to grow marked.^ Qn the other hand 
th# eonaidfrate joung thought she had better my parenta oncQurigEod hia addfoasas i ha boasted of 
try her own. band at pioking him up. The saint hia wealth-rho lived id Aood style— and they 
»ijflfriwd!iimaalfiobeovcfrpef!Sttaded; andprasring thought that si^ an al^oa wquld be ensuring 
Linda in hasarmE he covered her with kisasE**^ an expeilcnt position for thstr daughter. Itis the 
groaning and whinisq^ moat foarfuUy tor no lees a old tale t Abe oluld wae aaerificed to tbe wish^ of 
period than five minotas. the parentiM<qmd I hacama (he bride of the MuEfaf 

"And now tell me/’ he aaid* in a voice as if it Captain— J mean uLCartwrigbtif’' Lindt haafdy 
awre a aohoolboy wbimpering over a task that he added j fo| another sepulchn) groan same qp from 
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the otfeiB'lilfe depths of Mr. White /Choker's 
throat. 

She pained for a few minates, doriag whiohahe 
seemed to be sobbing bittarlj; while the saint 
rooked himself to and fro, groaning e^ time he 
went baekwardy and whining each time be wsat 
forward i ao that what with the alterfiations of toe 
gtoaa and the wfaioe he made as sweet a muaio as 
Of et emanated from the haman throat. 

" Thtee jears haTe elapsed since that listal mar> 
riage^** proMeded Linda, in a low and motirnfol 
Toioe I ** but onlj for one year did 1 lire with that 

man. He treated me oraellj«->he beat me Oh 1 

you hare no idea of his dreadful ?iolenee-*-the in* 
fiiriate gusts of passion—^** 

Another terriflo groan escaped from Mr. White 
Choker's lips: his oouktenanee was ghastly— he 
quirered and 'shirered in erery limb. Yisioifs of 
horse* whips and horse-pistoli^ of writs for erim. 
eon., of tribunals filled with big-wigs^ of heavy 
damages, of columns of aSandal in the newspaper^ 
of Exeter Hall eonstemalioB, of aeleet ebmmitteel 
of inquiry, whirled around him as if Panilora's 
box had just been opened under hie rerj nose aim 
all the evils it eontainikl were aboutito settle upon 
him like the plague of locusts. And amidst tlmm 
aU was the hideous eduntenanee of Soufienose, his 
great rival and arch-enemy in the sphere of saint- 
dom, grinning malieioualy at him. tTnhappy Mr. { 
White Choker I what was he to do P 

"Tei^" continued Lin^ ''at the expiratioB of 
a year I was compelled to leave that drelulhil man 
—and I returned to my parents. He followed me 
—he told them such turn that they would not be* 
lieve otherwise than that 1 myndf was in fault, 
and that he himself was an angel of goodness, 
kindness, and virtue. They inaistA that 1 should 
return to him ; and in order to avoid such a dread- 
ftilihte, 1 fled from home^ 1 came to England, and 
obtained a dtuatioB as gAemess in a blgh^ re* 
speotable fomilyi but my husband found me out 
and I was eompelled to 6y ones more. I went to 
Paris where I obtained another situation i and it 
was during one of Madame Angelique’s temporary 
visitji to thePrench capital Ihgt I happened to foil 
in with her. 1 believed her to be a highly re- 
spectable lady; and she begged me if ever 1 re- 
turned to Lmdon, to fovour her within call. I 
promised that I would. My toband came to 
Paris I 1 heard persons speakings him— I learnt 
that he wu ruined— that he waf eadug a terribly 
wild lifoi I hoped therefore thaCjmring ao longer 
for ms be might desist fron/ms petseeutiona. 
But BO such thing. Hejbund me out— be insisted 
upon my returning to hun— and again was 1 com- 
pelled to fly.** 

"And what did yon do then, .my poor dear 
Linda P" asked Mr. White Okiokcr, with another 
deep Ingnbrious groan. 

" BcTieviBg that my husband's ^ebts rendered 
it unlikely that he would revisit England, 1 qwd 
back to London, where I soon obtained another 
situation aa governess.. But my evil genius 
haunted mm A fow weeks ago my husbs^ re- 
appeared I and again was 1 compelled to 6ae from 
a hapny home. 1 wasredueed to despair | and in 
an evil hour I encoontered Madanie Angelique. 
6he invited me to her bouse— 1 went— its true 
shsteoter soon became known to me— she intro- 
fomad a gcnilaman aiwi-and— from neosssi^ 


I fell. I saw no one else until I came under yov 
protection." 

"A^ that one genUeman," said Mr. Whits 
Choker, shaking his head solemnly : " who is he P 
Some dashing young spark—" # 

"No— an elderly gentleman," responded Linda: 
" and 1 did hear it whispered that be was some 
high dignitpry of the Church." '* 

"Ah ! then, my dear, there was no harm— no 
harm at all," said Mr. White Choker. "The 
sanctity of an individual glosses over any little 
failing. But about this* terrible husband of your's 
—Dear mel dear me I if I had known all 
this— "" *" 

"Ah I it is the idea of that husband of mine 
which makes me wretched !" moaned Linda. 

" And you are almost sure that he will find yon 
out— arc you not, my dear girlP" inquired Mr. 
White Choker, quivering from head to foot. 

" Let ns*hope not," responded Linda, suffering 
her countenance to auume a more cheerful aspect. 
"You will not desert me on that account — Ohl 
tell me that you will not desert meP" 

But foarcely were the words spoken, when a 
terriflo knock at the front door thundered through 
the house— th# bell at the same time rang aa 
frenetically aa if pulled ly a lunatic just escaped 
out of Bedlam— and Mr. IJ^hite Choker felt as if 
be were shrivelling up into nothing. But the next 
instant a thought struck this aaint-like man t the 
instinct of self-preservation asserted all its power 
within him : a luminous notion inspired him. 

" My dear girl— my dear sweet Linda," he said, 
" Ibten to me attentively. Look as pious, as holv, 
«id as oontrite as you can. Verily, we must 
clothe ourselves with the raiment of hypocrisy as 
the only armour wherewith to defend ourselves 
against him who cometh like a roaring lion seek- 
ing whom he may devour. Ah I I hear his foot- 
steps I Perdition and the devil take him. But 
no, no— that is not what I meant 1" 

Quick as lightning Mr. White Choker scud 
across the room as if a mad dog were at his heels ( 
and partially opening the door, he flew back to his 
seat. Then he began to address Linda in a strain 
which for the first few instants filled her with a 
perfect astoundment. 

"My dear sister in the good cause," jiaid the 
saint, with the most approved oommingling of 
snufile and whine, whimper and snivel,— "ye% 
verily, ar>aU sinful creatures— we are all sbefp 
that have strayed from the pasture. It is good, 
my sister, that I who am a man kdown in the 
tabernacles of the piouf^ and reputed to be a 
savoury vessel against which no scandal has ever 
dared breathe a whieper, should in this true 
brotherly fashion visit you from time to time. It 
is sweet, my sister, that wb shduld sing hymns 
together; and anon I will expound onto you that 
text concerning which we were yaking just 
nqw. Well pleased am I to reckon you amongst ' 
the sbee( of our fold ; and you, my sister, will 
feel your soul rsfreabed bv an attentive listening 
unto my discourse. Ah I my sweet sister, it is 
pleasant to escape from the vanities of this wicked 
world— to buckle on the armour of trath^— ” 

"By heaven I it must be piecioas stout armour 
that will prevent me from laosrarin g your precious 
hide in s^ a way that your own mother shall 
Botknowjour * ' 
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ICr. WbiCg Ohokar felt m if hie had been eiad- . be in leadioeia to leaiat any lodden attaek; and 
denly toned into a enowball and wu fiddly I asininin^ a look eanetiiBQniouiij arm and depro- 
melting awaj. {The ferooiooi Cartwright itrode 'oatlngly firtnoni^ ho "The oharaeter of a 
into the room with denohed ^te and a ooupte* | mod and weU«meaniag man ie not to be aeperied 


nance epn^nlued with rage. He wae dreiied in 
plain clotheat hot hia monitaebe leemed aeroer, if 
^poniblCi than even when he had bunt into the 
premnoe of a&. Softlyi or of Lord Wenham. 
Linda ahrieked and covered her face with her 
handa. Mr. White Croker waa confounded on 
finding that hia beautiful homily had produced no 
earthly effect ; hia countenance waa ghaatly-- he 
ariahed that the earth would open and awailow 
him up. But the dooring of the hooae appeared 
by no meana diapoaed to achieve any auoh apon- 
taneoua miracle for hia eapecial behmf, aU aaint 
though he were. 

*"Tou vile woman I*' vociferated Captain Cart* 
Wright : " ao I have found you out again f But 
tkig time in what a poaition I Kot earning your 
bread honeatly aa a teacher of the young idea bow 
to aboot— -but aa the miatreaa of thia hypocritical 
old vagabond. And talking about abooting, yog 
ahall very aoon aee if I won't try my band at it. 
What do you mean« air, going about aeducing 
men'a wivea with that prectoua white choker wnad 
your throat P" 

** My good friend— ^my Vorthy air— my gallant 
Captain," atammereff forth Mr, White Choktt, 
" thia dear lady la aa pioua a veaael — 

"Silence!" roared Captain Cartwright; "or I 
will very aoon ahow you that your head ia a veaael 
to be broken into a doaen pieoea." 

"But, my dear air," reaumed the wretched aaint, 
^ thia ia really too outrageoua. I am a man re- 
apected in the congregationa and of good odour in 
the tabernaclea— " 

Such tabernaclea aa Madame Angelique'a hooae 
of infamy 1" exclaimed Captain Cartwright t "for 
there you were the other day— and there you met 
* my wife. I can prove it. My lawyera can prove 
it. A highly reapectable firm, air— Catchfla^ 
Sharply, Bumrig, Downy, and Co., Lincoln’a Inn 
Bielda— and if you don’t aee their namea at the 
back of a writ, laying damagea at five thouaaad 
pounda, in the courae of thia very day, then my 
name ia not Hannibal Oaaaar Kapoleon Cart* 
Wright." 

The '^miaerable Mr. White Choker, who had 
riaen from hia ^t, mnk back again in perfect 
diamay at bearing thoae aeparate atpngcmf namea. 
The appellationa of the le^l firm denoted all the 
chicaneriea of the lawi the appellationa of the 
gallant plaintiff hlmaelf denoted all hia bellicoae 
propenaitiea. Meanwhile Linda, aitting apart, 
k^t her countenance covered with her handa^ 
and aeemed u jf ^ dared not co much aa even 
ateal a furtive^ glance at her huaband, nor put 
forth a aingle lyllable in Appeal for hia meroy. 
But a andden idea atruck Mr. White Choker i hia 
only rerouree waa to ride it with a high hand; and 
though it required a very deaperate effoiC to acraw 
up hia courage to' auch a pointi yet the oiroum- 
•taaoea of the caae enabled him ao to do. It waa 
a aort of neok-or<nothing criaia-one of thoae 
emargaiMiea whieh give energy to the verieat 
noward. 

Bialag np from Ua he advanced a pace otj 
two towavda the frfoeiona Captain— but takingj 
good COM to pick UP hia cotton umbrella, ao aa to! 


in thia atyle. Peradventuro I did verily go to tha 
abode of the woman whom you call Madame An> 
gHiquei but it waa fonthe Uaaaed porpoae of re* 
diiming them ahem whieh had atrayed from the 
fold—" 

" And io yonlaki one of tha ahaap," voeifrratad 
the Captain, "nnd pnt hat Into a handaomaly ftir* 

ttxihadfilUr 

"7a% varilyvrto rariahn har," raapondad Mr. 
Whit# Ohpkar, now tpaakinw with a dagree of 
aaitttanoa, ibal aatimiihed maalf. " My viaila 
hithar hava had tha thoat |odly pnrpoaa. It haa 
haea to raaapn with her on the paat— to preaoh 
eavoury homMiet unto her— to infuio rofreahiog 
doctrinea into hor eon!—" 

"And Am preriona homiliaa of yonria are ao 
long^" retorlad tha Captain, with n frrooiooi anaer, 
that yon have to pam tha whole night with her 
ui tiWLee* ahf" 

"Prove it«-I defy you to prove it 1" ejaculated 
Mr. White ^okar, hia aaanranaa heightening into 
eflWmtery through ibw'fa^daapaiation of hia poll- 
tioni and he moreover flotterad himaelf that ha 
oottld pkoe implicit raliaace on tha fidalify of tha 
aervanta belonging te the villa. 

"Now look you, Mr.Sainl^ or whatever you 
art," exclaimed the Captain, "it ia all vary well 
for yon toamameanairof ihiioCenee i but you art 
life caught in a trap. I know everything. Ton 
won’t have a lag to atand upon if you go into n 
oourt of jhatice; and yon'll have Mm. White 
Choker and all t^ little Cbokeie pointing their 
indignant fingain at a bad hnahand and a worth- 
ier father." 

We ahall aee," mid the mint gruflly. " Ton 
ought to be aahamodeof yonraelf to go on in* thia 
manner befrre your virtnona wife. Speak to her, 
air— abo will tell yon Of what holy and bleaaed 
natore our iaiaroonraa haa been, ao that not even 
gone aa far aa to exchange the obuto kiaa 
of pcaoo." 

" Lindih” old Captain Cartwright^ now apeak- 
li^ in n tone of oumrnftifropioaob, "yon imagine 
that yon have had wronga to oomplain of at my 
handa. Bat my fanlt bm bean in loving yon all 
tooweU 

"Ob, do notmok Io mol I ainnot anduio it I" 
cried the waejAg Linda. "I fral-ohl I feci 
that I have wroLpad you mnoh— that 1 have ex- 
aggerated yoor Intle ebullitiona of temper — " 
"Oonfeaa that yon have diahoaoured me I" eeid 
the Captain i "throw yonraelf upon your kneee at 
my feet and reved everything. It will bo 


"Linda my love— Mm. Cartwright^ 1 
dear eiater ip the bleaaed oenae 1 would my," 
atammerod out Mr. White Choker, now affright^, 
wretohed, end diaoomfited once again, **yoa would 
not betray me— I ireaa— 1 menn, yon wodd 
not my anything agaiuat uie«**or Idl aa un- 
truth— " 

"Linda," hroke. la Oaptuia Cartwright^ "I 
eonpmandyon teapenk with frankaaml Onwknt 
tefaaa are yon livtng with thia man f Am you 
not hlamiOtar 

"Oh, I mnal taU tha tmth I— thia ia dvnidfdl" 
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■hrieked forth Lindt i *' bui I mutt tell tbi truth 1** 
—then CiUiog on her fcnaet at CaptAin CarNgrigUt't 
feet, she oaid^ " Tea— >it it ao-^ — *Alaa ! that I moat 
eonfeaa it I But deal mcroifuUj with JUM--he 
hat treated me well—" 

" BeougV' >eid the Captaio« iprisf a terrific 
twirl to hia mouakocbe. ** fiite, Linday and com- 
poae EOarmlf. You at laaat hare made by thia ooa- 
fearion all the atonement that waa in your power ; 
awl thoaigh benoeforth ererytbing ia at an end be- 
tween ua-~-” 

Oaptain Cartwright atopped abort; and turn- 
iog atouptly round, aeemed to be wiping away 
bia teara with a acented eambrio handjcerehiaf. 
Linda rote from her kneaa; and not daring to 
throw a aingle glauch upon Mr White CbwJ^ 
abe aank on a chair apparently oonrulaad with 
grief. Ac for the aaint himaelf, be etood the eery 
picture of wretohedneae and miaary : but yet there 
waa aomothing ludieroua in tit# expreaaion of hia 
woe-begone eonutenanee. 

Sir," aaid Oaptain Cartwrightb adrancing to| 
warda him, what rapuation eaa you mdb me 
for having torn an angel ftoa my anna ^ 

** My good (kiand*"»mj wy dear ftiend/* fhl- 
tared tba aain^ ** 1«4— sion't thidk you aoaid 
haeo aniaad the angel very muoh— aeeing that abe 
bae long been abaent frant your arcta " " "" 

" She would baTo ooma back, air--aiid I abould 
have eeceivad her wem ahe not thus polluted! 
But enough of thia triBiiig," idaoulatad the Cap- 
tain, wkh a dmoe atarnnaai. "Will you dare 
deny any longer that thia lady— my wife— ia 
your miafateaa? Gome, air, apaitit onlb or \a 
haaean— — " 

" Fray, pray don’t uao any einlaapa^** implored 
tba wretohod Mr* Whita Choker* " 1— I eonfeaa 
that appearaoeaa are against met but— but— for 
tba aako of nj family, whom I have brought up 
aa aUToury Teaiel% having ^ fmr of the Lord 
bafiora thi^ ajaa— •'* 

"Sir, X myaelfam a Chriitiaii,” intomiptod 
Captain Cartwright, ** and X epm forgive ao far aa 
forgivaneae ha poa^la* But you muat con&ii^ 
air—” 

" Well, well, X oonfaaa— and^and-^ five hun- 
dred or a thouaaad pounda*— will— will— huah up 
thia liiilo matter— and make all thinga plea* 
aant— " 

At that moment footatepa warr beard coming 
fticgn tbe landing! an iDdividualtwith an air of 
i jmmty salC'Sufficionoy, and verC gaily drosacd, 
made hia appearanee, the door fiviog oootinued 
ajar tbe whole time* Mr. WbitcCholmr was now 
perfeotiy aghast : for the oonvictiou emote him 
that a witness had overheard everything that had 
taken place; and he might have been knocked 
down with a straw when Captain Cartwright 
laid, "This, tir, is Me. XtownjC a member of tbe 
legal fim gf whioh l.haiva i^CMi.*’ 

Mr. Downy ckyrnd tha door; anlaeatiog him- 
self at tbe tables AtofT. a handle of papcr«, 
tied round wi^,ted topA end of that ominous 
length, fold, aiil^aafaiappearanei^ which eaemod 
to indicate that ail the moral torturaa of the law 
might be]f|dj^ll;tdrlhedisemtin^ of thia> gentle- 
man. 

" A wW pMU busineia, Mr* Cbokar.-'-a very 
painful aiiilMaij;^ said Mr. Downy* " Sony to he 
aonpelled to earve prooaas on a paona gentia man 


like yourself. But it oan*t ha helped* If saints 
will be ainneii^ you know— ha I ha 1— they must 
take the conae^uences* Let me aeo/’ continued 
the gantlaman, as he proceeded to fill up a 

btfg of puohmant and then arranged a cor- 

roaponotog of ordinary paper Ibo ho* likewise 
fiU^ hP. "Bore’s the original— ahd here's the 
copy* Daaageaflvo thousand— eh„Captaio P" 

"Not a farthing leii^ airl'* responded Cart- 
wright fiercely, aa if he were offended that there 
could even be a doubt aa to the price that he put 
upon the angel ho had lost. 

"Tory good, Oaptain," said Mr. Downy: 

" damage! five thousand* You bear, Mr. Choker f 
I keep tbe original : where ahall X serve the copy p 
Will you take it ? or will you refer me to your 
solicitora P or ahall I juat leave it at your own 
bouee aa X pass by the door presently P It will 
ha no trouble: X will give it into Mrs, Choker’s 
own hand-rand none of the servants will know 
anything about it. Tbe trial will come on in No- 
vamber— Court of Common Pleas. Ah 1 it will be 
a rare excitement, aa lure as mj name is honest 
Ike— .{ mean Downy." 

Tbe reader may conceive the awful state of 
mind into whioh Mr. White Choker was thrown | 
by these terrible proceedings. Five thousand 
pounds damages— a writ ready drawn out— and 
the whole affair certain to abtain a fearful pub- 
licity in the course of the day 1 The miserable 
saint looked at Mr. Downy, but beheld not the 
least encouragement in tbe insolently leering es- 
presaion of oountenance. He looked at tho 
Oaptain: but this gallant officer of Hussars was 
twirling his fierce ipoustaohe with tho aternest 
resoluteness of purpose. Ho looked towards 
Linda : but that fallen angel whose departed virtue 
was appraised at five thousand pounds, was still 
covering her features with her bandstand sobbing 
I eonvulmvely, Mr. White Choker turned up his 
eyes to the ceiling, and gave vent to a hollow 
groan. Mr. Downy, approaching him with an air 
of jaunty fiamiliarity, held tbe omiuous copy of tho 
writ between bis Sager and thumb: and as if | 
suddenly recollecting lomethiog, ho said, " By the ! 
bye, there will be one witness we shall want— | 
and perhaps^ Mr. Choker, you would have no ob- i 

jection to give me bis address 1 moan Mr 

Snuffienose." • 

This was the crowning stone of the entire fabric I 
of Mr. Choker’s misery. *Siiuffleno 80 of ali 
persons, m a^ness against him ! Jle was now | 
desperate. Clutching Mr. Downy by the lappel . 
of his coat, he dragged him aside,— hastily whis- ; 
paring with nervous agitation, " For heaven’s sake ; 
get this settled t Pray save me from exposure— | 
I could not survive it. It would be my death ! | 
Only conceive, a man in my position to be dragged I 
before a fribunal I Talk to the Captain— offer him I 
a sum— implore him to be reasonable—" i 

" Look you here, Mr. Choker," said Mr. Downy, j 
drawing fhe aaint into a window-recess : "1 am j 
not a harih man— and our firm is above preeeing I 
on a ease for mere paltry eosts. You will do weS ! 
to settle it : for it is a ^rrible black afbir— beate 
’Higgins ferme Wiggins* all to smashes, and 
’ Biggins eersiitSniggIns’ all to shivers. Come, 
you’re pretty warm-^haj ha 1 hal'^warm in twp 
ways," chuckled Mr* Downy, who seemed of a 
jocular di^pciition ; " wonn in lore ^nd wann to 
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pBrM. Kotr theil. what aball we laj ^ Three ttiad behaiae relfiered of a eoaeidorable load ; and 
thoueandP*’ he looked toward^ the chair which Linda had 

« Three thoatandP^ groaned tfr. White Choker, occupied a few ttomeDta back. But she was gonei 
with a eounteixatice uncommonly blank* "If a a the had flitted &om the room. 

very large sum ** "And now good morning to you. Sir,” said 

"Tesj- butHhe injury inflicted ia very large Captain Cartwright* "Tbr your own sake you 
also,'* responded Mr. Downy. "Aka toy adfme wilt keep this businesa as eecret u possible." 

„.>it*s only six ^and eightponce you know ;**--and Go^ bye, old fellow," aaid Mr. Downy, with 
here the facetious gentleman chuckled again, a singular leer upon his oountenance. "Toube- 
" Don’t baggie at a few pounds. To settle it for hared uncommon well after atl| and you'll bless 
three thousand, and a fifty pound note for mycosis,, the moment you Hstened to the adriee of honest 
will be dirt cheap. In fact, between you and me Ike Sbadbolt." 

and the post," added 3£r. Downy, in a mysteriously The Cantaht.and &is aeolyte passed out of the 
confidential whisjMr, " the Captain will bo a cursed room, cMag tha door behM them. Bor a few 
foul if he settles it at all. De's got a capital case iastanta Mr. White Choker sate bewildered. Jt 
—a capital case. Why, air, it beats cook- suspicion had flashed to hb mind ? its growth was 
fighting." msrtenotts^rapidi it amounted to a certainty-* 

.Mr. Downy evidently thought that this last ar- he aOw that he wu done. He started up to bis 
gument was a smasher; and poor Mr. White feeti be stood for an Instant— and then he rushed 
Choker was too miserably bewildered to discern any to the door. J^uat aa he opened it, he heard a sort 
incongruity in the metaphor. He pleaded hard of titter or giggle in a female voice* Was it pos- 
for Mr. l^wny to reduce the demand to a couple ^le P— the mnAcal voice of his Linda I She was 
of thousand : but the legal gentleman was obiti- descending the atahre with the two men. Mr. 
nate. At length he said, " Well, 1 must see what Choker wat on tha very point of shouting out 
1 can do. I have a great respect for a ptous man " Stop, thieves 1" when it atrucE him that he would 
like yourself ; and I shouldn't like to see you driven he thereby pAvekiog the very aoindal and expo- 
out of society, and poor Mrs. White Cholmr drown- sure which he had p^^ao liMvily to avoid. He 
ing herself in the Serpentina, leaving all the little dashed his hand against hio forehead, and gave 
Chokers to misery aigl wretchedness. Ho, no— vent to a auvse bitlir anoiigh to a!edt|lfy ten thou- 
that isn't the way business is done by honest Ike sand Hxster BUI andieneda if tlwre had been so 

Shad Mr. Downy, I mean, of the eminent firm many andf if they hfd happened to tsar iL He 

of Catcbflat, Sharplyj Bumrig, and Co." rushed to the window i end lo 1 he beheld Oaptain 

With those words the pseudo-lawyer— whom our Cartwright gallantly handing Xdnda into a eab,— 
readers have had no difficulty in recognising as an both of them evidMtly in the highest posslhle 
old acquaintance — accosted Captain Cartwright, spirits. As for Mr. DownV— or hoMt Ike Shad* 
and drew him aside. Mr. White Choker kept bolt, as he had .prodaimed himself to be— be was 
groaning inwardly, as he watched them with most almost oonTulsed with laughter; and looking up 
anxious suspense. For several minutes Mr. towards the window, ho waved his hand with the 
Downy appeared to be pleading very energetically most impudent familiarly at Mr. White Choker, 
on the saint's behalf, so far as could be judged from The eab drove off at \rattling pace; and we need 
Lis gesticulations : while the Captain seemed to be hardly inflvm the reMer that its lint deitination 
listening with a stem end dogged resoluteness. At was the estaUlshment of the saint^s btnken in 
length this gallant gentleman, as if growing impa- order to gOt the cheque cashed. * 
tient, exclaimed vehemently, " Ho, not one farthing Mr. Choker, on beholding the vehicle thus dis- 
less ! Serve the writ, Mr. Downy." appaar, ruahed up at^ to Linda’a ehambar; and 

"Ko, no !" cried the wretched saint imploringly t a glance at its eondftion showed him that she had 
"let us settle it sconce— onyhowl” carried off all the Jewels and valuablea which he 

" It's the best thing you can do, my dear Sir,’* bad presented to btf. A limilar research in the 
hastily whispered Mr. Downy, as he again accosted dining-room made the saint painfhlly aware (hat 
I the unfortunate Mr. White Choker. " Sit down the handsome ^ pbte he hid bought for 

i and draw the ohdl^uo— three thousand ^nd fifty her use, had likw^ dlsappsared. He threw him* 
guineas.’* self on a sofa— bflried bia bead in the oushiou— 

"Founds,'* said the miserable viotxm. moened and grdsM— swore and snivelled— whined 

" Q-uineat !** rejoined Mr. Downy empbatioally. and whimpered— flhd wished himself at the hottest 
** The Captain will only tteot with guineas as a place he could think and in the society of a 
basis: that is hii ultimatum.** personage whose name must not he men^ioM to 

Mr. White Choker gave another deep groan, it polite ears, 
being about tbo six hundredth that had come up But tho cup*of his humiliations and miserioi, 
from his oavern-like throat on this memorable though full enouglf, heaven knows I wat yet to be 
day : but resigning hioiself to his fa(e^ he sate made to overflow. The servants^ ooniistiiig of a 
. down and drew up the cheque according to footman and three femalssb had got something 
dictation. • mote than an inkling of what had paissdt for they 

"And now," said Mr. Downy, "we will pitch had been carefully listening on tbt iftirs. ' Ac* 
these things into the grate:'*— and be tore up the cordingly, these amiable •beingi^ on whose trial- 
writi^ both original m oopy« into infinitesimal ’Worthiness the saint had flattared himself he ooutfi 
pieoes, for fear lest they should be oollectsd lo eo implioity rely, cofidehly made their appearance 
order to form the groundwork of a prosecution in a poss^ and requeatad to know his intcnlioaa. 
for conipiracy to extort money under false, pre- With aflk^hM looka ha intimatad his purpoia lo 
lancet. pay them their wagM at onoa and decline Ihair , 

Hhving written tlm cheque^ Mr. White 'Choker*a forthcr isrflosa. The footmen, aa spokcacMa^ 
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Bade tundr'j and diten demaiida for oompMiwtioB At Itngth, aome Are jmm praffoiia to tho date 
in iiau of propar notioe; and heprettjpLdolj inti- whieh our atorj hu reaohad, an elderlj Franob 
mated that aonMthing in tbe ihape of haaa-moiMj gentlaman^ aeoompaniad bj hia daughter, and at- 
most likewiaa be fortbooming. To all tbaae d^ tended .ooU bj one fomala domaetie^ arrived in tba 
manda Mr. Choker found bimaelf oompelled to neigbbonru^f village— where the^ took lodginga 
eubmit ; and it ooat him a prettj pennj to pur- for a fow waeka. We will preaantlj deaoribe them 
ehaae tiia eilenoe of thoM individuali? The villa more partieuharlj. Suflke it for the premot to 
waa given up that verjr daj ; and Mrt '^Thite eaj that 1|. VoliMj— for tbia waa the gentleman'a 
Choker returned into the boeom of hia familj a name— bigan to make ioquiriea abottt» the 
wiaer if not a better man. But tbe next time ha Chateau : and alter aome Jittle negotiation with 
attended the committee of the Fbreign Cannibal- the lawyer, ha took it. Bverybody in the village 
Beelaiming, Negro- Chriatianliing, and Naked- waa aurpriaed t for there were aeveral small and 
Savage-Clothing Society, be for a time aate on piotureaque houiea to let in the neighbourhood, 
tbo^na for fear lest the affair ihduld have got wind, any one of whiah would have been large enough 
As Snufflenoae waa however eUenh Mr. Choker for the aooommodation of so email a family as the 
gathered courage : b^t for many a long di^ alter- Volneyo. But on the other hand, the Chateau 
wards he groaned as he walked about-*>#nd at was to be let at a rental lem than even that of 
night hia excellent better half foneied that he either one of the houaea just alluded to ; and it 
must be troubled with ibtiigeation beoh i iae of tho waa therefore oonjeetured that this might be a 
restlesaness of bis dreame.' oonaideration with a man whose means were evi- 

. ' * dently exdbedingly limited. Indeed, the rent 

— asked of him for the Chateau was to be little more 
' than a mere nominal sum for the first term of 

CHAPTBB ZOIX seven years. Superstition, as we have already 

* said, h^ given the Chateau a bad name; and tbe 
TBI OBATIAV. « . lawyer to whom it belonged, naturally anxious to 

improve his property by amending its repute, 
Tbi seene now ohanges to the south of Vranoe. oaloulated that if respectable people lived in it for 
In the neighbourhood of one of those beautiful a period, its former oUhraoter as a haunted house | 
villages which ornament the .V|Ueyi on tho out- fould be forgotten. And* then, too, M. Volney I 
skirts of the Pyreneeib Stood A large, old^foshioned, undertook to make certain repairs, as well as to | 
rambling, dmk brfok edifice^ known as the restore the garden : and thus, under all these cir- I 
Chateau. It had originally beiongod to a noble oumstances, the lawyer was well enough contented ‘ 
and anoient family whioh had emigrated during with a comparatively nominal rental. I 

the trottblee of m SriS revolution ; and that On the other hand, the Chateau seemed to suit 
family bad heeomd extinct in a 'foreign oUme. M. Vulney’s disposiibn and frame of mind— and < 
The Chateau yrae onee the centre ^ of a spaeious according to oonjecture, his pecuniary means like- 
and fair domtiu t but this bad b^me polled wise. He was a man bordering upon sixty at tbe { 
out into small farms and allotments— wo that at time when we purpose to introduce him to our | 
the^time of which ifo are writing— naamly, a few reader. Somewhat above tbe middle height, bo i 
years baok— tiiS lau^ wbjolT fold onoe OOnetituted was thin ; and though still in possession of full . 
the domain of a aingle iudiyidupl vkrt In tho poc- activity of limb, yet his pace was invariably slow, . 
session of at< least a eoore ^ ^foforeiti proprietors, as if measured according to the solemn gluom of I 
The Chatedtt ijMelf had lohg bban ihnt ; and hie thoughts. His, countenance was pale with the ‘ 
with only the gi^en retnalning attaidied lo it| it evidences of some deeply seated sorrow indelibly | 
had become the property of ik lawyor in tho a^a* stamped upon it. His gase was cold and search- 
eent village. Havi^ heea neglected for a great iog : no one at tbe first glance, or at tbe first 
number (ff yearly tbe building bad sustiined con- meeting with M. Volney, would beoome pre- f 
aiderable iiqury ; and tha lawyer, |t diffi- possessed in his fovour. His manners were as 

cult to obtain a wealthy tenant had ifot by no cold as bis looks ; there was something *in them 
means inelined to lay out nuMf In repairing a whieh repelled an advance towi^ds friendship, and 
plaoe whieh seemed deetined to vlmaixk empty. It eeemed ^ intimacy impossible. He 

was only fitted from its dimenskfs for the occttpa- spoke but Uttle— never unneoessarily— and ae 
tioa of a wealthy family having% large establish- much ae possible in mere monosyllables. Yet de- 
mant, of eervanti; but no fomily of euoh means spite that glacial gaie— that fusing manner— 
was Uktiy to take a mansion that had sooh a small that undisguised dislike for oonversation, there 
patch 6t land attached, and this surrounded by was an uumbtakeable air of good breeding almut 
the gUotments of poor propriety. Besides, it M. Volney— that gloai of ^ the courtly drawing- 
woold have required thousands of pounds to fur- room which when onoe it invetts the individual, 
niih the Chateau suitably ; and as no rich family can seldom be ibaken oS, any more than a talented 
would thijik of burying themselvee^ontirely in that person can by ordinary eiroumstanees be rendered 
eeeInBioD, but would acsorodly pass at least a stupid or a wbll-edueated one can beoome ignorant 
moiety of the year in the gty eapital, it was M. Vbloey was in the habit of taking long soli* 
equalty improbable tHst ,any on# would incur tary walks ; and yal it oould searoely be for the 
•neh an anormous expenie to Ihmieh Che Obsteau sake of the beautiful earroundiDg loenery, ira- 
aa a nugs temyporary resideooe for a fbwsnbiatbe at much as the sense of that or of any other enjoy- 
a tioifc It A^uei likewise be observed that sui^r- ment appeared to be dead within him. When he 
etitM lent its aid to render the old Obstoeu was eneountered by any one of the rural inhabit 
ill the ihore diflloult to let ; and thus, as we have taote in thoee walks, he was invariably proeceding 
for many long years it had remaiped empty, at the slow mcAtund pace we havt already alluded 






niJt MBTSBTXft OV THS OOTTKl. 


to— his eyes wore bnnt down— and liia wholo de- the aj)pointmeat of the rooms thus rendered habit- | 
ncaMoiir indicated a deep pre>oceupation of the able, tliej were nerertheless replete with every > 
thoughts. If out of respect the rustics saluted eomfbrt. The Volneys received no society and 


him as they passed, he would just acknowledge 
the compliment with a cold courtesy, in which how- 
ever nothing ot pride seemed blend^ i b%t he never 
stopped to exchange a syllable of conversation. 
When indoors, he was principally occupied in a 
little room which ho had fitted up as a study or 
library, and the shelves of which contained a few 
books’— but these of a sterling description. Tliey 
consisted obiefly of scieutifio works^ voyages, and 
travels, with a small sprinkling of the French 
poets. There, in that study, M. Tolhey Would 
pass hours together:^ though whether he Wire 
always reading, or whether he were mudh of that 
time communing with Ids owti paiftful thdOghts, 
was scarcely known evenio his owa daughter. 

This lady was, at the psriod.wksSl WO pfoposo to 
introduce her to our rotfel^ aMul I Wd twenty 
years of age. She was not ohOtO ihO middle 
stature— somewhat full Ifl dgntOj hfll of go(^ 
symmetry. She was ndlhsr handsotns not 
ful : but at the same time she might 11o|i^ttotlde#a 
good-looking. A profusion of dark^t^wii hair- 
brows somewhat itroimty peneilled— large hatel 
eyes— lips that were fml and pouting, httt not 
coarse— together with a splondid set of tooth,— 
these may be rapidly summed up as her leadhif per- 
sonal charaeteriitici* Her poio was not pmOOtly 
straight x it had a d'ghi, but very slight down- 
ward inflexion, though not to tbo extent that 
warranted the apptieaiiciii of the French term re- 
troua$U. Hot eoimtonande was the least thing 
too much rounded to bo consonant with perfect 
boauty ; and there wee even eometbifig seniuous 
in the conAguratidn of the chin as welt as in the 
formation of the mouth. Yet such wet n6t the 
impiM>ssiOD that would remain upon (ho mind of 
an observer in respect to hof ehoiracter f ioasmueh i 
as her eyes beamed only wjth innoeenoe •--*'lNr 
mannore wexs modest end tet}i^g— ahd her bear- 
ing was replete with a beeombg lady-like dignity. 
Such was Olarine Volney, at the age of twenty- 
two. • 

Tko female servant who originally accompaiiied 
the father and daughter to that neighbourhood, was 
a middle-aged woman, of respeclame and matronly 
appearance. She had evidently ton long in the | 
family j tot she regarded Clarine With that degree j 
of aflTcetiim which is shown by Itithful domestics 
who have known young people nom their birth, 
and in tl^ir childhood hate mrsed tbero upon 
their knses. In the pressnee of H. Tuloey, Mar- 
guerite— whkili was iho female servant's uiioo— 
was earefttl io address the young lady as Made- 
moUelUt httt when th^ were alone together, she 
allowed herself the liberty of eslliug her ClaHne. 
And Clarine herself displayed much attachment 
towards Marguerite, and never isewed orders as if 
conscious of speaking to an inferior. We should 
observe that liAutediateljr aftflr taking the Ohaleau, 
M. Yolney hired a teeoi^ female serrant, te'd also 
a gardener; so that hie domestic cstatosinwcxit 
consisted of three persons. 

A sQfiSeient number of rooms in the esntral 
part of the building had been fitted up for the use 
of the fiimily. At the nearest town M. Yolney 
kid purchased such furniture as he required ; and 
SlMgb here was nothing elegant nor luxurious in ' 


courted none t thus the few genteel families who 
! resided in the neighbourhood, had Qbstnlned from 
calling upon them, inasmuch as thoy afforded no 
indications that such visits would be acceptable. 
We should however make an excepSioa in favour 
of the village priest— a maw well stricken in years, 
noted for his benevolence of disposition and the 
purity of his life; and this worthy minister of the 
Gospel was the only visitor from amidst the in- 
babitants of the neighbourhood. Tho reader may 
marvel what the old Chateau in tho south of 
France and the Yolney family can bavo to do with 
the progress of our tale : we may therefore at once 
proceed to state that if any interest be felt in the 
amiable and beautiful Zoe, tho wife of Lord Octa- 
vian Meredith, she must now be sought within 
the walls o^that Chateau. 

Some explanations are reqiiisilo to show how 
this came about. We have already said that the 
Yolney family had inhabited the Chateau— or rather 
a portiomof it, for about live years previous to tho 
time when we now intreduoo them upon tho stage 
of our narrative. To say that M. Yolney was an 
affectionate father, would bo to imply that towards 
his daughter ho unbent'in a way of which his frigid 
mcanour seemed perfeotlylncapable. Nor did he. 
e was kind in his manner— and nothing mere. 
Every morning, when entering the breakfast- 
parlour, Clariuo imprinted a kiss on her father's 
Check— the same at ovoning cro retiring to her 
chamber : but he merely reeeivod these filial sulutn- 
iious— he gave them not buck in the form of patcrunl 
caresses. He never displayed any fondness towards 
her— much less lavished endearments : but on tho 
other band bis demeanour was always of a uniform 
kindness— never capricious, and never finding un- 
necessary fault. Clarine was so accustomed to 
this demeanour on her father's part that sho did not | 
miss a fondness she bad never experienced, aud she I 
had not to deplore the loss of a more tender love | 
—for she had never known it. Her mother had ' 
died in her infancy : her father was always towards | 
her what we now desenbe him; and never fora ' 
single instant had it occurred to Clarine that there 
was aught deficient of a parent’s truo tenderness ! 
and affection on bis part. * | 

Five years had Clarine passed in the comparative j 
solitude Chateau witiioul a single lady- ; 

acquaintance, and with only the occasional visits of 
the priest to break in upon the monotony of this i 
mode of life. During all that while it never seemed j 
to have struck her father that he was keeping her ; 
out of that society which one of her years might 
naturally be supposed to crave. But all of a soddeu 
he one day asked her whether she felt her mode of 
existence lonely P Sho replied in the negative x 
and she spoke the truth— she had grown accustomed 
to it. He nevertheless hinted at bis intention to pro- ' I 
euro berVime suitable female oompanionsbip ; and 
he oven went so far-as to express a regret that he 
had not done so before. Tliis was saying a great 
deal for M, Yolney— and Clarine, so little accus- , 
tgmed to such expressions from her father's lips 
regarded the observation as one indicative of tbs 
utmost love and kindness. * 

Several weeks went b^ 'nilter that little conversa- 
tion, the lyibjeot of whieh appeartd Co have totally 
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•scaped K. Yolnej't memory. He took his adi* meekly d)owing’i but that it was likewise tp ikt 
tsry walks as usuel-^sbttt himself up in hit study sorrow that was eonsmaiog her heart, 
as much as heretofore— and left his daughter as It will be necessary to afford the reader some 
oomplately to her own resources u erer. But idea of the internal arrangements of the Chatoaik 
during this interval Ciarine herself seemed like* We hare sdready eald th^ it wee a largo etrag- 
wise to have eeased to think of hef father's Iran* gling edifice ; but all its parU were oonneeted in 
aient promise i for instead of her spirits suffering Some way or another. Thm was the main build* 
from a prolonged monotony of the life khe wae tng— there were wings^ eommonfsated with by 
leading, they grew gaybr and more cheerful than meant of dorridori t l^end thsse these were other 
they were before. Tbus^ when one day, at the bttildiogib wbudi were reaebsd by open passages^ 
oxpinUicn of six weeks or a couple of months, or rsSh^eokMwndea. Zt wde e mansion capacious 
her fiiiher told her with his aocustomed abrupt- enougli fiar ths aceomm^detion of a large family, 
ness that she would now at length have ftmali with forty or fifty esrsentai Xbe re^er majr 
> ooropanionRhip,sbe looked as if taken by surprisei thenoe JadgW holr the feif Inmides it now oon* 
and even ms the onnounoemont afforded bee net Uiiaed, weald hire been lost If it^were if seatterod 
the slightest pleasure. But she wae aeoustomed about the bdifioei but tp prsvent this extreme 
to pay implioit obedience to her sire's wishes; and baslfnsss^ aU the rooms tet were oosupisd ware 
sHo thereioro offered not a syllable of objection t as much in asssmbiago as possibls. The main 
while he, on his part, did not seem to potice that body of the building him three storeys in addition to 
the eoinnmnicatioQ was received with less satitfso- the grciind*floor. The din'ng and Inreakfast room% 
tion than it might have been. M well as H. Volney’s study, were on the gr<iuDd- 

Ttie announcement itself was made aa the result floor —the drawing-room and uU the principal bed- 
of soiric little conversation which bad tak|n place rooms on the first-floor— the eervant's chambers on 
between K. Yolnoy and the village pnest. It the leoond-Aoor ; bad »• third or highest was 
appoai'cd that a young and beautiful English lady toMy unocoujM Bhscages ran the entire length 
of rank, attended by two female domestics, bad of the main buU^g, on eoeb of these floors t 
arriv4*d at the villuge, on l^r way to seek some the principal stsiipast-r«-ihe tnfy one used by the 
other part of tlie Pyrenees ns a temporary reiideoce. present inmates— was ih the middle of the build* 
Bidng an invalid, she was detained by indispositiotP tug; but at each end there were emajller acaircasei^ 
!(« sumo days in the village; she took a liking to at t^ bottom of whioH were doors oommunioatiog 
the surrounding scenery; and she resolved to with the oorridocs that led iato the wings. The bod* 
maku a halt in that neighbourhood. During a chambers occupied by Clarins Yoluey aud Lady 
visit to the picturesque little ohurch, she had Detavtan llere^th, were, as alceady stated, on the 
formed tho acquaintance of the priest ; and in the first or drawing^fcoin floor; and their windows 
course of conversation she )iad expressed a desire looked on the garden at the back of the house* 
to bu received into some genteel but very quiet Thees chambsrs did not Join eaoh other i they were 
and secluded French family. The prioat was aoparatad by an oratory, or small chapel, tho ap- 
’ nlroiuly awaro of hf. Yolnev's desire to vary the poiotments of which had beoome much dilapidated 
munolony of his daughter's life : and ho mentioned through neglsct. Theft was an organ in this 
to him Lady Qctaviaa Aforedith's wish. The result oratory ; and Oarine one day informed Z 09 that ' 
was that Z<m*, attended ty her two domestics, took she h^ eadeavoured to play it, but it, was com- 
up her abode with M. and ^lademoiselie Yulney at pietely out of order. Tb^e was however a good 
tlic old Chatoiiu. piano os well as a harp in the drawing-room 1 lor 

Zue had been given to understand that M. when iL Yoluey pupslwsed his furniture, he bad , 
Yulney, having experienced many griefs and cares not forgotten that Olarine had an exquisite taste 
during his life, was uulitred for society, and was for musio;— and now, as Zoo was likewise gifted 1 
of misanthropic habits: but tho worthy priest had in that respect, the two ladies were eoabled to play I 
told her on tfae other hand that she would find in in concert. I 

Ciarine Y?lney a gay and amiable companion. Lady Oetaviao .%feredith had already been seve- | 
Aud such proved to lie the case. While M^olney ral weeks at the Chateau betbre a syllable reached 
continued his solitary walks, or romdilfoa shut up her ears to the e^et that it .waa reputed to be 
in his study, Zoe and Clarice were almost con- haunted : and tlievJl« evil fame in this respect 
stantly together. They soon formed n firieodship reached her knowlSlge from the circumstaoces 
whicii ripened into an affection for each other ; that we must record in tho eusuing chapter* 
and Lady Ootaviaa Meredith appeared not to 

notice the gloom and sombre aspect of tho old — 

Chateau, so well was she pleased with the friend 

whom she had found there. OHArTEB 0. 

Lady Octavign was in iU-bealth ; and this ap- , 

ppared in Olarine's estimation to affect her spirits tub xnaswu. 

somewhat— but in respect to her beauty, to aeoder 

it all the more touobingly interesting. Ifoe's ooun- Obb evening, in the early part of September, the 
tenanoe wore a sainted expression of true Chria- ladies bad been practisiug 'musio together until 
tian resignation to whatsoever might be her fate: about ten o'clock,— when Ciarine, oomplaiuing of 
and for somo time Ciarine thought that it was an a very severe headache, said that she should al 
early death to wbioh Zoe thus resigned herself, once retire to her own chamber. She bade her 
But as they grew more intimate, Lady Octaviaii friend good night t next repaired to her ' 
liribosomed herself completely to her new friend; father’s study, where the imprinted the usual j 
aud then Olarine comprehended that it was not tu caress upon his cold pale cheek, -receiving from j 
1 aensa of physical ovile only to which Zoe wftc thus his lips no kiss in return t aud she then witUdrew* 
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Zoe had remained in the drawing-room ; ftnd feel- thing in her mind which aha could not pnt off- 
ing no ioolination to slumber, she sate down to something oppzessife— something that faj there 
finish letters that she bad commenced to her like a dead w^ht, and which rendered her nere* 
father and husband in England. ous and uneasj. What could it meanf Zoe wu 

For certain reasons of her own, it wns her oh* strong-minded and little prone to superstitious ter» 
Ject to write to Lord Octavian more in the epit- ror: but now for the first time einceehe became an 
tolarj style of friend writing to fHend than of wife inmate of the Chateau, did she fhel ue if its lone- 
to husband. There were no aesurances of lore in liness and gloom atruok oold to her heart. Bssaj* 
her letter— but plenty of earnestly expressed wishes ing all she oould to oonquer the feeling, the has* 
for his welfare and happiness. ^ wrroto at great tened to eeek her oouch: but it was eome time 
length too, as if to oonvioce him that she was gra* before eleep Tisited her ejee. 
tided in thus corresponding with lum, and that the When Honor* her principal maid* entsred the 
pbsenoe of lore-tssuraness aross not from the ah- room in the morning, Zoe wu about to tell her 
sence of lore itself. She’desoribed in most pleasing whatebe had seen— or thought she had seen on 
and graphic languagd the beautiful aceneiyr amidst the previous ereuing: but suddenly feeling ashamed 
which she was dwelling; and only slightly glaacing of herself, she held her peaoe. The topio how- 
at the state of her health, so worded her iatiosioa ever wu brought about in another way i for u the 
thereto u to give him to understand that U espe* maid wu combing out the long light bmutiful hair 
rienceH no improvement. 8he wu' also caiaful to of her iBjstress, she mid, ** Does your ladyship 
write in sueh a way as to make him comprehend know that this old mansion hu a very etrange 
that she preferred being eeparated* for the ressigk repute?** 

that a eickly wife would only be a dog npon the ^ Indeed ?** uid Zoet and it wu almost with a 
pursuits of her husband. She told him loo that stsrl that eho had heard her abigail*s question, 
although she herself liked that F^rciicaa scenery* ** Tea, my lady,*' continued Honor ; " and I and 
it wu not such u would eompcnlate any young Buhol "—thus ulluding to Zoo's other female ur- 
gentleman of the fuhionablo world for the loss of want—* have been kept awake nearly the whole 
the gaiety, buttle, pleuurea, and glitter of civUiaa* nighty thinking of wlqit we heard for the first time 
tion to be enjoyed in the Hdtish metropolis. before we went to bed." , 

Zoe mte up much later than the had originsUy • *Many very old buUdings," said Zoe, "have 
intended, in oonoloding them letters to her father strange silly legends oonneoted with them ; and it 
and husband. It was eleven o'clock before the is very foolish of you maids to terrify yourselves in 
laid down her pen ; and then, Iheling tired, she re- this manner." 

dined beck in the chair to rut herself for a few " 1 am not frightened now, my lady, that it is 
minutes befort suking her chamber. ‘While thus broad daylight," answered the maid: *but at 
half reposing, the lamp which stood upon the ' night-time, when all is dark and silent, or else 
table, and which wu an old-fuhloned one of heavy when only the moon is shining, it is a very different 
bronic, and fed with oil, suddenly grew dim; and thing. It wu the gardener who wu telling us 
in*a few mopients it became extinguished. Zoe did lut evening— be speaks a little English, for he 
not choose to ring for uother, u she knew that tras with an English family for two years at Ljons 
the domutici were accustomed to go to bed urly; some while sgo " 

and she wu likewise aware that she would find a ** And what did this narrator of marvels tell 
light burning iu her own ebamberi for she had, you?" inquired Lsdy Ootaviau Meredith, kindly 
already intimated to Honor, her prinoipal lady's- ! endeavouring by an assumed gaiety of manner to 
maid, that she wunol to lit pp for her, u she had, dispel whatsoever remnant of superatitiou fear 
intended to finish her letters before suking her , might be lingering in the mind of her maid. 

•ouch, ** I will tell your ladyship," responded Honor. 

i tyiiny from iho now dark drawing-room, Zoe " It wu never before lut evening that he touched 
wu eroaaing the pusage to reuh her own oham- upon the subject ; buause I think he not in 
ber,— when by tbe dear moo^ght whioh pene- old dame Bfiarguerite’i preunu: but she had gone 
trated through the window at the extremity of I to bed^pulytbroogh induposltion, and u the gar- 
that paiuge, ehe distinctly fioruived a human dener gotmlkativs." 

form- moving along. At first Ahe thought it mut *' And what wu it that he uid ?" again inquired 
be either M. Tolnsy or the gardener— for it wu Zoe, affutiog a tone of indifferenu, though she in 
the form of a man, and they were the only two reality experienced a degru of interut in the ex- 
malu within the walls of the Chatuu. But the puted narrative, for whioh she folt almost uhamed 
next instant she felt amored it wu neither of I of herulf, 

thou peruBi^ it being a mue& taller figure. It " It sums, my ledy," ruumed the miid, * that 
wu prooseding rapidly. Zoe stopped iliort; and when the first BavoltUion broke out, the noble 
the chill of an unknown terror ^hot through her family to whioh the Ohatoau belonged, find to 
M the conviction smote her that she hurd not the England ; and for a few yean the building r^ 
foinust uund of fooUteps. A superstitious dread maWl shat up* ‘ At length the Ohateau and 
ceia^ upon her : she passed her hand aorow her utate were given by the Eepubliun Qovemment 
eyu*-^looked again in the ume direction— and to a gentleman named Lenoir, and who bad ren- 
BOW beheld nothing to break tbe silver shafts of dered ume signal lervieu by placing in tbe hands 
the moonlight which ituamed briltianily in of the autboritiu urtain ooruspondenu that foil 
throngh the window. in his way, and whieh profed the exisleiim of a 

She hulened into hu own ohamber, enduvour- gr^ royhiist unipiruy. IL Imuir wu quite 
lag to persuade huielf that it wu a deluion ; and young— not above thru or four and twenty : he 
niu enduTouiing to be angry with herulf for wu a itauneh EepublieaB; end, u X have uid, he 
having yielded to it. But still theu wu ume- wu rtwarded for hie suvieel by having this 
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I Ohatoftii and tba domain than belonging to ife^ eon- 
ceded to him. fie came to take poMeuioot nooom* 
panied by an nnole with whom be had alwaye 
heed— for he had been left an orphan at an early 
age. The uncle, your ladyahip noderatande^ waa 
i therefore young M. Lenoir^e heirvin cum of hia 
dying ohildleaa. About a year paaaed; and one 
day &e inmaUa of the Chateau were thrown into 
a atate of alarm by the report that the yonng 
gentleman had been found iuA in hia bed. Thia 
waa found to be only too true } he lay itretched 
upon the oonoh withhiadothaaon i and iltraadrat 
■uppoaed that he had died in a fit. But Ihr aome 
reaaon or another which the gardener doea not re* 
eoUeot, auapicion of foul play attached itaelf to the 
uncle. The oorpae of the deoeaaed Lenofr waa 
.opened ; and it waa aacertained that he had been 
poiaoned. The uncle waa arreated*tHed^*Hmd 
' condemned. Befoae hia eieeution ha eonfeeaed 
the crime; and explained that he bwl mined the 
poiaon in a night-draught which hia n^hew waa 
in the habit of taking for a feTcriah thlrat which 
oppresaed him. From that period no tenant erer 
could be found fbr the Chateau until Idwut ire 
yeara ago, when M. Yolney took it. And adw, 
my lady, for the point of the atory. It la aaid 
that the apirit of young Jhenoir haa been aeen in 
different parta of the4>ailding; and that aoaietimea 
an unearthly aound, like a oontinuoua wailing 
moan, haa been heard. At flrat there wu an old 
couple left in charge of the Chateau : but they 
aoon resigned their poat — for they were nearly 
frightened to death. Othera aucoeeded them a 
they saw the same spectaoie, and beard the fame 
noise. The/ therefore left also, until at last no 
one could be induced to take charge of the pre« 
miaea. Ah ! I forgot to say that it is chiefly in 
this Tciy passage young Lenoir haa been aeen t for 
it waa in a room a little farther on, just beyond 
Mademoiselle Yoloer’s, that he was poiaoned by 
bia uncle.** 

Zoe made no comment i she waa certainly so 
far struck by the tale that she wished either the 
had not heaM it, or else that she had not aeen, or 
fancied she bad seen that which alarmed her on 
the prerioua evening. 

The gardener says, my lady, that all who aver 
•aw the apirit, agree in the description of it. Tha 
I young gentleman appears as he waa when in life- 
tall and slender <^perfeotly upright— toaaed as he 
was when discovered on the bwi, *^th all bia 
elothaa on, but without boots or slippers ; and his 
oountenance is ghastly pale. He does not seem to 
walk exactly— but to glide slowly along with noise* 
less feet Or else be has been seen just about to 
enter the room where be met his death; and then 
he tame that ghastly piUe oountenance of his 
•lowly round upon whomsoever is peaaing along 
the passage at the time.** 

hope that neither you nor BaobeV said Zoe, 
"will give way to these childieh euper^itiona t**— 
hut even as ahe thus apoke, she shuddered involun- 
terilyt for there wea something in the pcecant 
legend which corresponded singularly if not Ibar- 
fhUy enough with tto eircumstance of the inrise- 
leasly gliding form which ahe bad seen, or fancied 
{hut she had seen, on the preceding evening. 

When at the bfeakfaat-tabla^ Lady (Mavlan 
Meredith exerted heraelf to aarame as mudi 
gaiety as polsib(y, and to appaer easy in her mindi 


for ahe |rould not willingly have laid herself open 
to be queationed on a point where heiw answer ' 
would have to bo connected with a superstitioui ! 
terror. M. Yolney hurried over his breakfast m ! 
osual— and then iaauad forth to take one of big' 
long, mo&nfhl, solitaiy walks, -leaving the two I 
ladies tc^tber. It was a beaotiftil day ; and they 
pr^ntly strolled ^th t but Zoe*i health was too < 
delicate to auflbr her .to ramble ftr; and when they 
reached the oiitbkirl of a gim^ they sate down te 
tm apem fl terdant hmik. Baepite all bar efforta 
te fibe Mid nci help being at inter- 

nli pie-bemqMaod ebitraoted i Citrine perceived 
it; sM inictaldag the cecea^ endeavoured to ape^ 
aoot(dn|^ m the aenae whifli the ftneied to regard 
berftiead'bmolirafiilpenaiveneaa.* « 

"Year thought* cooetantly travel hack to your 
Batife land, my dear Zoe,** said Glarine;^ "and 
mathinka that yoq repeat .the sacriBce you are 
making. But do apt give way to melancholy 
medltatlputs ibrtify yourself with all that courage 
*whieh has hitherto ao well auatained you ; and it 
friandabip hu any soothing power, you know, 
dcareak Zoe^ that you pomem nrioe.** 

knovd^ dmine^*^ answered Lady Ootavlan. 
^iliid now ! M inbUnad to anboaom myself more 
eompleteiy than I haf^ereryet done towards you. 
Idaten— and 1 Fill give you my narrative in a con* 
tinuouc and connected formi for hitherto yon 
have oofy heard it parZally and pieoameal.** 

"Bo not apeak of i^*’ eaid Clarine, "if it will 
distreaa you.** 

"On the contrary, " re|died L^y Oetavian, 

" methinka it will have a aoothmg effect. You are 
already awgre# Clerine,** aha continued, "that when 
I accompanied Lord Oetavian to the altar, 1 deeply, 
deeply loved him— I deeply love him still 1 I 
have told M hour I raceivei.iltto the bouse a 
young, .amiable, and beautiful creature, named 
Christina Ashton. 7 believed at that time that I 
po n eaae d my huahaiid*s love as aincerely and aa 
flrmly aa he possessed mine. Hot for a single 
instant did I imagina it possible that ha could look 
with love upon another; and I am bound to do- 
elare my oonviotlon that the eool of Christina 
is aa pure and virtuous u her person is beautiful. 

1 auppoaed that my hnaband entertained a gene- 
roua friendship towde a young lady who hadex- 
perienoed adv|riiiy ; and the Uttle attentions be 
paid her, were mistaken lly me for the evidence! 
of that kind and disintereeted fheling. I was one 
day destined to be most rudely awakened from 
ibis dream mtofrhioh I bad lulled myself— yes, 
oruelly indeed was 1 startled into a conviction of 
tlie truth 1 Lord Oetavian was driving Christina 
and myself in an open chaise, when the horses ran 
away— and the vehicle waa upset. I waa not 
•tanned— 1 waa not even stupefied i 1 waa merely 
bruised and hurt to some trifling extent t but from 
Ootavian'e Upe ring forth the most paeaionato ex- 
olamations of alarm and despair— not in respect 
to myael^ but on behalf of Christinal I waa 
•mitten with n fearfql eonatemation i all the 
•ouroea of life appeared to be auddenly paralysed 
and flrosen in me;— and yet my mind iuatiui* 
taneoualy recovered a horrible degree of elaameee. 
Quick as lightning did the resolve take poaaeasion 
of me that I would not betray my knowledjgH of 
those weeds which had rung from Oetavian*# iipti 
for I Mt that if X did the happiness of all three 
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would bo irrcmediablj ruined. I tiierufi<r^fei;;ti«d I Nu— 1 wu dvopljr, deeply annoyed with myself fbf 
uneonHoiuusuMB ; and the terribie energy which | having invited her thither on tiiat occasion, >-ao 
inspired iny aoul, enabled me to play my part ocoasioa io replete with painful seosationi for Uf 
without exciting a suspicion in the breaet of either all !” 

Octavian or Christina. And then I received the Zoe again paused— but only for a/ow moments; 
most unrnietakeable evidences of ChrieAna'i affec. and then she regume 1 her affecting narrative in the 
tionate and devoted friendship, as well u of the ensuing terinax— 

deep compassionating regard which my husband ** Several weeks again passed away, during which 
entertained for me. A dangerous iltnisss followed t I had to sustain an incessant oonfliot with my own 
for many days 1 was insensible i tbcra was indeed feelings. I oould not help studying every look, 
no dlssimulHlion there 1 And all that while Chrii- word, and action on Octavian's part, in order to < 
tina attended upon me ae if ih# were my sister t judge of the depth of hie passion for Christina. I 
she would nut quit my ehambcri ei^d from the saw that he was most oruelly balanced between a 
nliysician'e lips did I stibsequently recelTc the as* sense of hie duty towards myself and his love for 
eurance tliat to the aiqiabte tod devoted Ohrlstixui Obrietina. I knew that he regarded me with a 
1 owed my life. So soon ae 1 approached conva* compassionate friendship, and tlmt he strove hard 
leseeiice, Christina intimated her intention to to invoke the lantimeutof gratitude to his aid: for 
leave me. Full well did 1 comprehend the gene* it was through me that he had become enriched, 
rous and nuble-hcartcd girl's motive in adopting At length 1 could endure that painful state of 
(his course. I aaw that her heart had >^ot rc« things noldhger. Some women would have made 
iimiiied insciieible to the personal appearance, the it a eubjeot of reproach to a husband that be daied 
clegiiut maaoeri, and captivating 'OddrCis ^ to love another : but I was at least spared that in* 
huiibaiid Octavian— but that her own innate sente justice and that fully; for my conimun sense told 
of propriety, ns well as her friendship for uc^ hA me that Ootavian had no power ovi-r Ida voiiiiou, 
thus determined her in quitting Utboiae which and that he could nut control the suscoptibihues 
under other eircumstanoM would have been such a of his heart. Other women would have abandoned 
happy onel" themselves to a frantic outburet of grief, and 

itere Z ie paused for a fair momently and eieo* would have implored tlieir husbands to give them 
tually struggled to keep btek the tears which bad b|Clc the love to whiuh they bad a right. But 
(lowed up ehuoet to the brims of her eyas fro^ tba again did my good sense intervene to save mo from 
▼cry fountains of her haarA She then continued that folly ; for I knew— alas, too well 1— that where 
in the following manner i— true love never existed, it oould not be conceded 

** Some weeks passed after Ohristina left me ; to even the most tearful and imploring enircatios. 
and 1 began to think that wc ought not to remain Some women, too, might have given way to up* 
altogether asunder I for I loved her as a sister— * braidings and reproaches i but X was iucupable of 
and I knew that sha loved m# with an equal depth such foul injustice. I knew it was nut Oetaviim^s 
ofaffcotioQ. Betides, she bad saved my life; and ikult that ho had learnt to love Christina i —ae 
1 wee incapable of ingratitude. X waaalloaiadottS well might it have been made a reproach to me 
to prevent her from suspMtlng that 1 hid com* that X had loved Octavian 1 Bo— none of those 
prehended the motives which* had induced bar to rofouroas would I bend tol It woe my con- 
leave met for I bad ctrugglad hard at the time to tinuous study to avoid enhancing the paiufuluesi 
veil what waw passing in my own hosom^ 1 re- of my husband’s feelings, or to suffer him to per- 
folved to see her ( and taJang adranta^ of an ceive that 1 fathomed and comprehended them all. 
opportunity when I fancied that livrd Octavian But what was X to do P To lead such un existmco 
would be absent an n visit to hiwfatker, I wrote to was impossible : it was killing iu^moU' by inches — 
Ciiristina, requesting bar to aomo to me. She did it was suffering Octavian to perish also by slow 
so; and 1 saw how deeply she was affected on per- suioidal degrees. We woro converting our own 
reiving that my health was far from being restored, hearts into instruments of seU-destructioni our 
Something oeourred to take Octavio’s father f ud- feelings wore becoming a slow poison fur each, 
denly and unexpectedly out of town i he could not And then too I was continuously haunted by the 
therefore pay the intended visit— and ha returned eouviotion^aid^;tavUn was atraimng every nerve 
home. Ha found Christina there. ' As plainly as to keep the veil drawn down darkly over hia own 
you, ClaruM, can read the print of a book, could I thoughts, and to lull me into the belief that he 
read all that passed in the minds of Octavian and loved me. On the other hand I dared not reject 
Ciirisiifia— ai^ how especially painful the ordeal . hU oaressei^ nor look cold upon hie ussiduiiics, Ihr 
was for that amiable and excellent girl. Heaven ' fear lest ho should perceive that X knew how 
knows, too^ it wae painful enough me !— and I forced, how unnatural, and how strained they all 
often snd often have 1 einca wondered how I had were !’* 

the presence of mind m^eient to go through it, | ** It was Indeed," said Clarin(% In a soft sympa- 

and bow I oould maintain the fortitnde of a calm i tbising voice, ** a fearful existence to lead." 
eoDpoBure. I aaw that Chrietina would give* " You canuot wonder therefore, my dear friend," 

worlds for an excuie to depart— but that aha dared /reawned Z$e, *tbat I at length made up my mini/ 
not defies such a pretext for fear lest at afaoidd to leave Bogland. The state of my health did, 
exeite a euepicion in my own mind. On the other site I afford too ready a pretext; and the phy- 
hand, with an equal yearning, did I long to afford siouias agreed that my only chauoe of eventual ro- 
her that pralaKti but on my own side X dared not» eovery wae by removal to a soutberu oliwe. On 
for four ijfii both harialf and Oetavian should par- . the eva of my intended departure I sent for Clint- 
eaivis that I had fathomed the eecret of their souls. , tina that I might bid her farewell. $lio came ; 
flbiftagih the momant aama for Ohristina to take ' and unmistakeable were the prooft of friendship— 

, M departure; and 1 did not ask her to return. ' nay, mors; qf sisterly love, which the (amiable girl 
• 

V' ^ 
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{ gave me. AVowm alone together in tbe drawing* deeelve my§eilf, I M within me the germs of 
. i\‘omfl;nn(loiithM ocoaeion I apprehended not the dlseolutidh— the eeede of doca/. Consumption ii 
speedy return of Lord Oetavian. 1 had some little busy at my vitals t it has already planted lU fatal 
gift to present to Cbristba--a testimonial of my sign upon my oheeks.'* 
i affectionate regard; and leaving the room^ i ‘'Good heavens, speak not thos!** eiclaimed 
! ascended to my own chamber to procure it. On Clarine, thsttisars gushing from her eyes. ** It is 

I returning I heard voices in the Jlrawing-room : distressing to u degree to bear one so young and 

i . they were thosf of my hnsband and Christina. 1 so beautiAil as yon thus talk as if death were 

I was riveted to the spot,: 1 became a listener. It already looking you ifi. the fhoe!** 

. waa a wild impassion^ scone that was taking " And^yet it ja i^oed. SSoBt with a aofl^ 
place. Oetavian was half mad. He hadjm^n that ew^^ eo^lti Ton penjieivs^ Clarinei that I da 
1 had penetrated his secret — he comprehended not attsi^t to dritide mymlf* When I was jour* 
tlie reasons which were urging my departure from neying to the ioati| of^lTriiilOfl^ 1 thought that X 
I England: he spoke vehemently and ArantMlyof ehOnld likb ^ ifed sopto seplueion, where, with 
! my self-martyrdom. On the other hand tbp conn only ona'ftiend,,! intobtpaiatbe of my* 

duel of Christina was admirable': it was fuU of dayac— and. 1 msgid It/ X ding not to life, 
deepest pixthos and true maiden dignity: t^re lfor-*tho approach ojf death will he weleomed by 
; was in it a world of generous feeling on my ac* me^ Zn the grave my own sorrowa will cease ; 

I count, together with the unroistakeable assertion of and the tomb will ^engnlph' the only obstacle to the 
: her own virtuous principles and ionata sense of alUenpe of Oetaviea with the oljeot of his love. 

, rectitude. Sho rebuked Oetavian when he dared Tet— death will be wdoome I Toa may wonder 
; speak of his love for her: she told him what bis bpw><-eo9iSQioas as I am that the elements of dis- 
' duty was towards myself. She urged him to ac* sdu^ion aw aetlto^ at work within me— I should 
! company roe to the Continent. But I gill not seem de^rotti of pimenfipilg my ezistonce by seek* 

I dwell upon the scene : I caunot— my heart melts ing this gpnUl dime of, Southern franca,: you insy 
witliin mo at the bare recollection. When I knew martel Ukewiit why—aimmiS; as 1 am to advance 
; that, it was <1rawing to a close, I sped up to my and meet death half trap^I did not rather settle 
own ciiamber; and heaven alone can tell what myself in eccne gongenial northern atmosphere. 

I pi'orerualural furtitudoswas conceded to me to But that wopld be sttiddal ; and it is a crime for 
r' nbl» me to assume an air of calm composure— oif mortals to do aught knowingly to abridge the life 
I fit. least of tranquil resignation— when Christina which God has given* 1 no more dare be guilty 
glided into my presence. Mcthinks that the of such wickedness than I dara leap d6wn a pro* 

I amiuhic girl hcrseir fancied I roust have overheard oipice. If my hea^ be giddy and I know that by 
j wliut had just passed— or at least that I did indeed walking on the ed^ of" an abyss I should full in, 
suspect the love which Oetavian bore for her. and in its profuodiliss 0od that death which will 
I Her d •iiKCiiliiig looks seemed to ask my pardon be so weieome— 'it nevertheleas is my duty to avoid 
that she should be, although so innocent, the cause the brim of the fatal gulf. Kow you comprehend, 
of my unhappiness. But no word escaped the lips Clsrine, wberefore;, though welcoming death, £ 

. of either of us to give unmistakeublo expression to may seeib to cUng to life— and wherefore, whilo 
• what wo knew, or thought, or felt, or apprehended, knowing IPst the germi of ditease are expanding 
Our farewells wore exchanged amidst tears and fatally wUbin me, 1 may appear to be seeking 
; I'lirwritations nt being thus sovored ; and Christina health in tftis salubrious Pyrenesn region." 
i (lisiippoiirod from my presence. Then X came Zoe spoke with a most touching pathos, and yet 
nbmad/’ ' without Studying thus to invest her language with 

llcro Zoe suddenly cea«ied ; and Clarine, taking so deep an interest ^ Clarine listened with a heart 
licr ikiiiii', pressed it affectionately. Sho perceived full of emotloost hbt she made no reply. What 
twoJ;ears ir.'icing their pearly path down 2#oe'e could the eayP All of a sadden Lady Oetavian 
. chci'ks: the kiiid-hcurted French lady gazed with Meredith appeared to rally her spirits; and sha 
tciiilciesc BNmpnthy upon her English friend; and said in even a cbeerful tone, ** It is some time since 
the latter, euddeiiU wiping iiway those tears, we went into tht/vilUge: let us go thither— it will 
started up, sui nig, Come, Clarine -l^yis return be a change of sceue— and besides, 1 have some 
' to the Chateau." * few purchases to make." 

They walked on in silence for some minutes, — To the village the ladies nreordiogly repaired; 

bot h engaged in their reflections : for Clarine her- and on entering it,lhe first object that struck them 
self was now deeply pre-occupied. At length was a new shop which bad just been opened for 
awakening from her own reverie, she said, "You the sale of musical instruments. It was really a 
' have told me your sad tale, dear Zoe, more ootn* very handsome establishment for a small village i 
I pletcly than you had previously revealed it t but but then, aa we*have already hinted, there were 
' still you have not extended your cunfidenoe far several good bouses and genteel families in the 
; enough to make me aware how you expect all this neighbourhood. ^ The shop furnished a fine display 
; «to end. Tour health is impioving -the colour is re- of pianos; and one especially attracted the imtica 
I turning to your cheeks— you may have yet fierhaps of Clarine. A card, which labelled it, indicated 
i a ]<.ng life betore you- and you cannot remain for its price; and likewise by a few descriptive word# 

' ever afar from your native land, separated iVora showed that it was a muclr finer instrument than 
your parent, and clwalling in the seclusion of this the one which sho possessed at the old Chateau, 
old Chateau." " If my fathev were rich," said CUriim, *' I 

" Alas 1 my dear friend," responded Zoe, with ebouid ask him to porehase this beautiful inetru* 
a loipk and tone most pathetically sweet and fhll ment for me : for it has really put me quite oat of 
of an angelio resignation, ""this colour which you oonoeit with my own piano." 
behold upon ai;f cheeks, deceivea you, but does not It was merely in a carelen conversational way 
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that Clarint thm fpoke,— juit «s young and inox- 
periasoed mi nda aia wont to gi?e ezpnBMio& to 
any ptMing whim or phaatMy. Zoo at oooe 
aecrotly reefed to purohaw tbo piipo tw her 
friend, and to OTail henelf of the Arat opportunity 
to come alone to the 'Tillage for tUi pifrp^ But 
u they turned away from the ahop^wi^ow, they 
perceived IL Tolney etanding hehuid them, HU 
oouutepanee wie coldly oalui and m elaneholy ae 
ueuali he did not appear to have the intentim of 
taking hU daughter and Zoo bj eniplieef nor did 
1^ eeem to notUe the euddeia ei^ triUUh waa 
given by both^eepeoially by d|iHi|ji-^ thay thus 
/ound tbemaelvea free to faee mh btUu ' 

** If you wUh for )bat pt|JB0b Oiaiineb”* aaid IL 
Tolney, in hU wonted glaMal uonoton/ of towt 
•you ehall have it,** . * ' 

Then, without another weed, be' enteead Ae 
ahop— looked at the paid bMttnf the pU^ to 
aioertain ite piiee— a;^ bade ma tndeaoMn amid 
the inatrument at hit aarUeei laUuM te! tba Cha« 
teau, whara tha aaMHmt ihooId ba ptimpUy pUd* 
The arrangement waa oonoluded in haU%>d<Man 
words: there vfaa no ImmUiV w 1C. TVUfi’* 
part— ba aAednotthatradeemantttabatiaaia^ 
franc of the price marked upon thpeardt and wte 
the matter waa aatMed, M* T<^y,lifkad hia hat to 
Zoe, and paased on hie way, ' . • 


OHilPTBB OL 
vsa ittfBf , 

dianxin waa parfeetty aatopishad at her frAar’a 
liberality. She aum he had juat agread to pay on 
her behalf, waa a large onei and, ae we bafeLieen, 
■behad previoua^ AmM it' to be to^ inoom» 
patible wUb bU, aaeann. <She eoald St ifghtty 
ooinprebend whether be were ettetdijag d pontt in 
a peouniary aenee fbr the pmpoaa of adM^ her 
ploMure>-or wbethw be were in reality bettdr olP 
than sha had hitherto euppoiad him. Shaexpreiiad 
hermlf in thia unoartain mannar to LadjrOttavian 
Meredith, aa they alowly relnoed their way from 
the village to the Ohateau. 

** Your father/* laid Zoe, • hu Jnat done you n 
great kindnese in hU own peoulitf wpy. He need 
aa few words as possible; but I have no doubt that 
in hU heart he wee rejoUed at being enabled to 
afford you ploaaure.” 

• My father ie alwaye kind to me,** answered 
Olarine, who einoerely believed what aha was lay- 
ing ; • and I am convinced that he lovei me dearly. 
I do not remember for years past that he has 
spoken a harsh word to me.'* , 

*' Has your mother long been dead?*” inquired 
Lady Ootavian Meredith, 

** Ever since 1 wu a ohild,*' responded Olar'ne ; 
•and 1 have no reooUeetion of her. I think that 
my father must have loved her very, very dearly.; 
beeauae he osnnot bebr to speak of her. X lu- 
member that when I wac a girl I used eomatimas 
to ack him about my mothwt but he invariably 
besought i|aie not to mention her name. And then, 
too^ I giepUeet he would turn eiide ebmptly, and 
wonlA'pleM hU hand to hU brow and leam deej^y 
eSboiad. Of lata years 1 have never alluded to 
pf departed mother i for I have been afraid of 


giving my frthor pain. You eat that ha it aflioted 
with soma aeeret oare— I do not think it U through 
the lose of property, ae some persona have aup- 
paaed**^^* 

•Your frther, than, baa haan«riohav than he 
now isP** aai^liedy OoPvian inqu^ingly* 

•We used to live at a boautiftil eountij-iaat in 
the neighbonibood of Yonfrinebloatt,** anewered 
Olarine, •H waa not larger nor wu the annexed 
utate ipaeioui bnt the houu wu isommodiotts^ 
end very handsoaselj furnUhed in a wmewhat 
antique etyle. We had eight or nine urvante— 
for my frthw kept hU oerriage them but still we 
uwvery little eom^ny— my father never wu fond 
of mingling with.eSeiety— at leut not within my 
ruolUetion. He wu always aooutomed to be 
much alou, and to shut himself up for hours to- 
gette in hU own apartment. I remember too 
All be alwaye had the habit of taking bit long 
ulitaij walks u he does now. These oireum- 
stanoes make me think that it oannot be the lose 
of property which U preying upon hu mind— bo- 
oauu he wu the same at our beautiful abode near 
Toutaiiiebleatt u he hu been ever since we have 
dwelt in this Ohatuu.** 

•How wu it that M. Tolney lost his pro* 
party P" asked Zoe. 

• 1 am not even dire that he lost it at all,’* 
upliad Glarine; •! only'surmiae ao. It wu a 
littb more than five years ago that he one day 
told mo we were going to remora to some other 
plaoe ; and on Ae very ume day a post-ehaise bora 
us off froiu that beautiAil country-eeat. Of all the 
aerv ants old Marguerite alone accompanied u." 

•And wu the house ebut upP** asked Lady 
Oetavian. 

•I do not know," responded Olarine. "We 
left it jut u it was, with dl the other fervants in 
it I but whether my frther, previou to our de- 
ptf turn, made any hrrangomant in ruput to the 
houu and the domastie% I am unable to uy. He 
Ims never apoken on the suljeot; end old Mar- 
guerite is really ignorant upon the point— or else 
ehe hu always pretended to be. Sbe nursed me 
In my infraoy; a^ to a certain extent supplied 
the.plau of the mother whom 1 lost. This is why 
I Ipve and revere her ; and this is also the reason 
why, when my frther ie not present, the allows 
han^ to addreu me in terms of endearing frmi- , 
lUtity.” , 

•AuAuAto^ that beautiful oountry-eeat you 
came dirwt to this Chatuu P" said Lady Ootavian 
interrogatively. 

• Yes : but I am oonvinced that when we left 
that oonntry-seat my father had no fixed idea where 
he wu about to aettle his futuN abode. It wu 
not his intention to remain in the village— nor 
new it. According to the few words he let fall 
upon Ae cubjeot at the time; I have reason to 
believe, that he thought of passing into Spain. It 
wu only after an a^en^ visit to the Ohateau 
during Vim of his rambles, that he suddenly took 
it into hie head to aettle himself there. You eee, 
my dew Zee, I have no reason for believing that 
my frthor Imt a^y of his property beyo^ Ae 
simple fret of hie abandoni^ auoh a beautiful 
raei^iMa in order A - Aut himuif up in thia old 
place." 

•POrhapib after all," sugguted Lady Ootevia^ 
•M. Tobqy is u rieh u ever he|Wu; but inaa» 



nfidi ti Moittnoii raitt ceoper oif toaMlna tar jim 1 do teir* ibotMldMl with k aegraoo< eamoat* 
bettor than e?en the limited aoeiXy which you dcm wbleli appeared oimeeeMary the enforoo- 
appear to hare had in the neighbourhood of Von* vent of the eienpie aaaarance whiob she thoa 
tainebleau, be baa chosen to bury,himielf in the gate. 

CheateauP” They sow reached the Ohateau; and aftof a 

**lt maybe so^" answered Clarinei "but my temporary separation to their reepectire chambers^ 
liither oerer speaki to me of bis affairs-^and I in order to put pff their walking apparel, they met 
nerer ask him any questions, Tou sea he nerer in the drauring-room. About an hour aftarwarda ) 
reoeires any rintors except the worthy old prieet; a eart drew up to the front of the Chateau tOlarioei ; 
and I beliere that 1 should not hare enjoyed the running to tboi window, peroeired that e eon* . 
•happiness of your society, my dear Zee, unleas it tained the newly purchased piano. It was brought : 
were thi^ my father had one day bethought him- up into the drawiog-room,-^-the tradesman himself 
self 1 might possibly find my mode of existence baring accompanied it in order to see that it waa 
monotonously dull.’* properly taken care of by W men. When he, had 

" Ye^ indeed,** obaerf ed Zoe, rather in a ipqaiDg superintended all that yas neeessary, be presented 
manner than epeafcing expready. to be oreehf^ his biU aooording to the Intimation giren kina by 
by Olarine ; **it does seem hard <o debar you Horn H. Volnpy. 

.aUfooietyl** ILTomey watinhiseliidyi andibilkieOlarina 

*■ Oh, 1 require iioimreaelafrned Olarine baatily, q>ed with the Mil in her band. She entered, 
•-••AOBemoret^nl now poaseaal I can aaiuie } and pteaented it to her fhther. Ha took il— iunf 
Ho. ddMooBTK anniBa * 
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tk Angle gUoM at the amoant ipecified— i^d rtaiBg 
from hit leati opened an iron nfe. Taking thenoe a 
Urge tin bon, ha unlocked it ; and Citrine Mvecifed 
that one compavtinent waa full of gold ana another 
of bank-noteit M. Toloej took out a Kill of thoae 
iiotea to aeleet a coop’e for a t h oneaih f ^fjnai to 
totjpoandi} eaob; and Clarini^ oha, wetah- 
ing him frith mingled ouriodt^r Ofl^ ^ 

enabled to obaerte eren gt g 
rougheit ealonlalion that tig iin 
anormona inni of moaej. 
up to gife her the nolee u 
porceifod the wonder and 
|ier feaiureai and to g 
oter hie eouatanano 
wae gone ; and he all 
neai, and otoo with a 
" You did not 
ample rofonrcefr 
jou too little eom 


all that 1 haie la } 

•nddenll bapfan la 
find that whWh filH 
IB adittenee to tfia 
**Good haaieng 
Clarinet the leaia § 
apeak 'on ineh IfilAitli 
about to loaegonf* 

•^Bemember, Ctoliaii** Wfifed M. Volneg^ 
with an ineNadui vMllkp ^ ** t am adf 

^aneed in jearai aiid gblMlwia theaoiitoif 
natiire-ettn aelthpf tohama toin 

accidaat at ilckneea te UlMi to me ali ttm 

BnCda notfMt|r*..deMltoan| 

1 bad jitit gov done eomelhing ,la ^alM jofi 
plaaaure. Boor iWI jen hif# 
of happimae lalek-and T vunlyft toV 
adamp'upoai that aa ti e to Mfia M|ob 
aflhrd fogi** 'j\t. 

"I m 'ilM, «i«r 

•miUn, tlnmmh be («■!« wi tlwfk wa«)> 
Id, tbiiii “ttlrt 7M> not itb M* M 
tuBitjofeipiMriiii myyKIwaeftfywnoeJiw M 
in reeneot to the nianOk*^ 

Thus speaking, OUrine too|^ hlr Ihtor’e Hand 
and preset it to her Upa* Bo gaaad npotf her 
with a aingularlj melancholj engfresahm for a few 
moments : then it seemed as if a sudden acoeis of 
rage, fierce and bitter, awept orer hia eonntmiaaee: 
but in a moment thia in ita tom vaigiBhad f-Hind 
smoothing down the glomy hair of to amaaed 
and haliUlffirighted Glarine, M. Volncj said in a 
tone full of emotioa, **Foor girl, if 1 thought 

that I had the right " 

But be euddenlj stopped « short, and as 
abruptly tamad away— yet mot ao quickly as to 
prerent Cfiariae tom oatobing the look of inen- 
messible anguish which seiied hia Isatares. 
The young lady could haTo shriahed out-^therc 
wae something ao fearful' in tot look » hut abe 
onbdoed bar emotion a, uffiaUntly to nroid gifkig 
aaoh Ycat to it. She kngod to appieaeli her sire 
—to vhat ho meenib end what dlK wee 

wagtmltofng him i but she dared noil And now 
sir llartot time 01arine*s eyes were epen to the 
itoiferai to bad bean all tong tetkll^ totodod 
tom her ftther’e oonfidenee in erery matter In 
tokh a daughter might legitimately enjqy'it. 


** darine^** said M. Volney, again turning to« 
wards bar, and^ speaking with hia habitual cold 
kindnaaa of tengi if the reader can understand to 
phrase,— «*to|a4. #bat kla Just passed— forget to 
unfinitod aantanae wldoh earns from my lips. But 
you eanaalilndtoMM It— ^nd you neter, uevsr 
shall I As to tkik dimg^ he mAA glancing with 
toiaMImtfsto totodetohwaMKinthelirga 

tiahon^ ^danat foeafp 

llH in a ta toded nlaeab OM It toft as wall not to 
aoilr whiqpara to gal tooad tot ato tempt 
tearate men to a tagleil to And no* go. 

ewHne ^Inrto I to whai 'naimd-and 

U heni^my dear gir(— b# kato with SOW new 
fitto naoafortirifi otot tluogg hS lfi this 
traHuf oiw» will I aittdy yOttt hhf pinMI mora than 
1 tore hi^erto 


Wto to rMnlinei to a ihw mMto tn tiaaquil. 
tWifiir tooghta and eompto bet (aabagg hmore 
totolitoa% to diavlaS^m-*to to did not 
tto tfito 4daitto«ed \a Ifody OoUTianMcKdilh i 
totobfl bid aidolnM her to toget what bad 
topaito ■■abd tongti It tore Impomlbla to do 
Ito to it least she Katod to eonaidar it as 
moto. Ito bad anddaiiW diaeomad tot ao far 
fnto bit.to bating lost Ua propariy. be wts im- 
rnemialim; and more ton ever, therefore, did 
eba miwtel wby be ehoald hate lalt bis own beau- 
tibd minto nod pWunnt little aetata in the 
tolilibMUrhood of Ikntalnablaau to bury bimaelf in 
Igdl gloomy oM Obatean on the outikirt of the 
fe r ap e ea . Otor thinga Uhewiae entered into the 
pmst of Cliilto thoughlei bttt with these we 
Imre nothing la dn— at least for the present. 

, Haring ^IjMintly oofwsed her coantenance, 
the young Wdf toiiaid the drawing room, 
where the pipiptoller had just finished putting 
»||he llaatnimant into proper tuue. His account 
fto and he tod bis departure. Zoe and 
GMna qow took |helf turns to try the new pur- 
were enraptured with it. It 


to WF fi iptindid Instrument; and they both 
Itojikihl oat its fins tones with the grandest effect. 
9^ .MtfinA to..Uier for the greater portion of 
tho reat of that €ay ; but amidst the joy which 
Clarine ezperinoed inpossessbg theeureted piauo, 
would oome the reeoUeotion, ai^dening and eicken- 
ing, of tol l{ok of indescribable anguish which 
had swept over her father^s fbatures during bet 
iiagular interriew with him in the etady. That 
interriew had Jn a fbw moments giren Olarine’a 
mind the experienee of whole years : a veil seemed 
to hare fallen tom her eyes; and she was kd to 
refleot npon things on wbloll she had nerer re- 
fieeled before. She now saw that there was some 
deep mystery oonneeted with her parent^— a mys- 
tery to whi^ not eren the loss a mueh*lored 
wife (as she supposed her mother to hare been) 
oottld p6ssib|y aeoonnt. Then, what was it ? Clarine 
wae hewilderadt them teemed no earthly olue te 
the solution of that mystery;— and moreorer it 
appewto to be her fiih^a resolre thai^ whaterer 
it wive^ to sceret 'ihottkl die with bim. 

The htttsa aeparated a little after ten o'oloek in 
the erening, and sought their respeotire ehambers. 
Zoe wae en thia ooaaaUnt attanded In bar loom by 
Batoh- to the maids took toif tuina in to 





nbi mnnufts bf inti twit* 01 

upon thehr rafitM; and Honor hid tended her room* ^e (nrontnitaiiMM of the proeeding night» 
lid^ahip in the morntiig'. A t^noe nt Batohilfi and the legend ahelmd heard in the moraiog, hid 
aountenimoe ahoired Zee that the gill #«i Ubonr^ been tifftdly noalkd to her memorj by Ihe 
ing under a aenie of terror wUeh' ahe taihlj apaetacle of Saefail^i leait. Bat See did her beat 
endeavoured to oottoeal. At diet liidf Oetavtoh 10 thro# tfi the Utollng that wu upon her^whieh 
thought of teaving the droumitanee nnnotie^, in teat indOM repugnant to her own good 
order to avoid n dueourae npon auparitltioui and of nhieh thh trai' all the unte aahamed aftet 
mattera: but Ihe pereeiTed that Baehat waa tmn* the aorl of rattonatratlng tehton «hi had a few 
bling to auoh a degree* that afae felt it would onlf cainulei haek betn teddii^ to lUdIdIk 
be an aetof Uadneto to edoouragi and n-aatOn Hntaltog vtha drawln^iOcMai Octavian 
her. ; JiNlttlh itoh tho the table where 

‘‘Rachel,** her ladyihip aoeordlngly toUli '"that Md ahe tw iaaoed ferth again. 

fuoHsii girl Honor hii been hifeating yon with Bit tottMly Itol dbg OMnd the ibreahoM^ 
bei' terror!. I aiocerely hope you wW not give toaraAttrildiffrftM toioM the floor of the pa#, 
wuy to t.uch ehtldiih delusioni-'^ — k** iagO>.-*hOAahn Miffy dtoppad the taper from her 

‘‘Pardon me, my lady. If 1 aeein frightotaed,** handr tnA’alio dMI- witlf diflfealty eipreaa an 
interrupted Rachel : “ but otae oahnot alwaya oon* gfMnfeftiMl wf tetoor m habolding a dimly doftned 
*trol ont'i thoughts. I waa eititag here all ahme, glidln| OttWard in tho dfataoee. fllie wai 
waiting for your ladyship; ahd all kinda of dla- tnddonly tfOnaflacad to the epot with a cold terror t 
agreeable aensatioos began to ertep hver me. I if thO tonld hM aeon har coODlenance in the 
looked towards the window^ and thought I' aaw a al|lilitf 'ai4ha( toateMi^ abe wmdd hate bcMu her- 
ghastly pale face gaatng in at me: ao'l went and ^lliad 'll ]lbr' il hat jjNfla' to doatli* Her eyei 
closed the draperies. Then, as I looked lowtoda to|^iri|tolil{|h fo^ IPtth toehnfewal heenaeni of bar 
tho bod, I fanoied that 1 law that aaatotMhlOQk. v^tognMliy^ Ip'iho intoaatfit degree. Whether 
log out from behind (he eartatosf mdllt Wpi elto W iMlto OT lh«>h«r, I* m reality, ahe 

10 long before 1 could muster up the eonngti togo coM Ml Mbiaqiiandf deterteine in her own 
and poop behind them ud eatiify uyttind Iheie mindi M U eeriiitalf her (bat the 

was no one there. Scarcely had I raeovarsd ihim shape waa that 0# a tott itdiider yoang man, 
this alarm, when the door opened; and amh a eqid drasaed in dark garmenti^ and that ha jraa gliding 
chill swept through me ! for 1 thought 1 aair aome onward with footetepa'eompletely notasiess^ raising 
ono Iroking in at met Bat again 1 tnubterod dp not (he faintaat tolto in that long passage where 
iny courage : I peeped out into tho passage— -and oven the - iSighteat abund waa wont to revar* 
(here was no one. That nasty door has gOt tueh a berate I : 

wretched lock, it opens of its own acoord r The apparit|oh-^ whatever it were— was lost 

" You have been giving way, my poor girl,** Said in‘ the ijtoitotity jeetaiUag ft the and of the pu- 
Zop, “to (ho hallucinationa of your frightened st a gger ed aawto k> kar o»o ebamber; 

fancy. You must be more courageous. I toh d^ahUOai'iiiton'Iatg^ easy otoiiv felt 
dispense witb'your aerviete this evening: I totend aefeiitotoi #tow hbeto’lo ntwndofl her. But by 
to rend a little before retiring to rest ; and as ytel mil bl totoh awldan and almeto preternatural 
are nervous and uneasy, 1 will aceompabj ynh jgi eiteto wMak th« luMm toind aometiaef makes, 
fur as the door of yout own Chamber. Bui yfllt She snmmmwd Upall her eoarage to her aU— and 
must not toll Honor that 1 did tbia-ae it hi for said to baraalf, “How fooliih— how ehiJdiih of 
the first and last time, and henceforth 1 AaXk li OMild tatve haen ttOtfalQg hut flwoy r 
eippot both of you to eihibit more oeurage." And yet she wuld not penmidf herself that it 

Zue did not really intend to ait Up reading he- was aoi tha eondiction waa strong in her mind 
fore she sought her couch: but with (he kindest that ah# had aaen aoflisMigf-but whether a spirit 
oubsidoration she made this a pretext for seeing from' the daaA oT a living intruder, ihe oould not 
tho tcrrifled Rachel as far aa her own chamber, tell. The eaparititioiia fear which waa stiU apon 
Tho girl was exceedingly grateful to her mistress; her, prevented her from altogether repudi- 
for she wns iudeCfl labouring under a nervous tre- ating the former belief, on aeeount of the gliding 
pidutioD and a sense of su^'erstitigua'Wrror which noiieiesadtea with which the form bad hurried 
•he could not possibly shake off. onward. For an initant she was half inclined to 

“We mdst tread lightly,*' said Zoo: “fbr I seek Olarine'a obpmber and acquaint her with what 
^ . would not have it supposed by the other imnates had happened : hut the next moment she fflt 
^ m the Chateau that 1 posseaa maito so foolish aa ashamed of even allowing ouch an uiea to enter 
I to be afraid to m> to (heir own rooms by (hem- her bead. She retired to leati but it waa lung 
•elves.** ^ betera sleep visited her eyeaj-and when aliunbei 

It waa kith a tone and look of henlgiAnt at length stole upon her, the whole dismal tragedy 
remonstrance, that Lady Octavian thus spoke. aaiooiMad with the Ohateau waa te-enaated befeor 
Taking a taper in her hand, She aeoompanied her meathl vilion. 

Bochel to & etoiey above, where Uie young When Lady Oetatian Meredith awoke in the 
Woman and Honor Jofotly ooeupied (he same moruing ahe bastened to draw aeide the window* 
chamber. Zoe ttadn retedcra her way down the draperies; and the bright flepteoihar sea poured 
•taircaie towards har own aptrtiiiont^--oii Inter- in ao golden a flood of luatce flhat all har rapar 
iiig which Che rreoUaoted that She had Ml her attHous appiehensiooe were instantaiwDusly dis- 
trateh to the dfawiug^rtom, oir account of haring pellad— and she aailed ai*khat ahe oonaidfred tc 
tocideiitoUy broken^ parttcOtto ohain she had have btonhm folly el toe preeediagaventog. Hou 
(lorn thatday. tt waa not altegether wUhogtn glad she. wto nom toak ahe had notao^ht IWr. 
eertoiil feoUag Uf appirehetoion (tot Lady OeWrian moimite Tctoey't chamber with too history of h«i 
toOSMd to* ytoaege ond ke^tONd dtt dnwtog- idle fearal 


"7m/* Mid 2b(» to hMMlf, "it wu nanffht bat 
fhe imaLdoation t Tha diieoune 1 bald with B<tabal 
— 'tba circaDitanoa of contacting tha girl to bar 
own ebambar— and tba Ticid conjuring ap of the 
legend I had beard in the inoming,-— tbaaa ware 
tlw oauiaa which operated upon mjnrinl, enfeebled 
perhape aomawhat bj care and indispoeition. Tee — 
truly it wac naught but fancy on my port I" 

It waa Baohara turn to taka tha morning duty 
nt tha toilet of bar miatraaa; and whan the abigail 
entered the chamber, aba found Zoe dMce eheerfdi 
than abe had been for aoma anch I 

waa tha natural effect of a relief ftmn aiq^eratiHona 
tprrora. Not anot her pliable wee eiehanged upon 
tha aubject ; and Ladr Octariaii proceeded to the 
breakfaat-parIour,-*where ahe< fbund plaeine, and 
where M. Volney apaedily mtde bia ifipear* 
once. Zoe cnuld not help tbbklng thai there waa 
a certain dejection in Clariiia*a leoka*rs certain 
despondency which aha waa endeaTOfaring eltb^ to 
throw off or to conceal Lady Ocbaviaii atudied 
well tha countenaBce and manner of her I'MncI^ 
friend— but wUbout appearing tc do ao. jthrfalt 
persuaded in her own mind that there, waa feell/ 
■omething which hung like a weigh# upea Hade- 
moiaelle Volney *a ipirita; and now aha aiked her- 
aalf whether Clarina could have alao aaao iome» ; 
thing to excite her aupMltitioiia temwaf * 


CHAVTKB CII. 

K« Tbidm, 

The weather waa beadtifulf *mid fimi ifWw 
breakfaat tha two ladiec Waikpd forth tCf^tber. 
Zoe now percelaad that Garina Waa more penaifa 
than aaen while at tha braak#ut*tah]a«- or at laaat 
thatwha atruggled laaa ardoou^ to rail 
bably baeaoae aba had been iSoat anidiitta tecoi^l 
herfaalinga, whataoaferthey weit«friNli herlhther’a 
obaerration* • 

"My dear Garine," Mid ^Lidy Oelavlan, at 
length, " there ia aom^ing ptbying upon your 
mind ?" • 

Clarina gare the eoddm atari of cue who 
dberialied a aeerat which had juat baeu aarpriaad<^ 
or ^father the aziatenca of which had juat been 
dfleetad, though tba aeerat itael( remained atill 
locked up in her own boaom. 8ha glanced with 
UD air of anxiety towarda Zoa^than bant down 
bar l.ooka— and aaid nothing t but teara guahed 
from bar aypa. « 

" My dear friend/’ continued Lady OetaTiaa iu 
tba kiadeat manner, " you yaaterday aaaurad me 
that if for my own aorrowa a friandahip aould 
afford a balm, I poaaaaMd your’a.* It ia now for 
me to TCciproMte the aaauraaceii Bee 1 hare ia tba 
wary bank on wbicb we aat down yaaterday when 
1 gere you the eomplate narratite of my own 
maaa of grief. Let it to-day become tba eeeiie 
of that eonfdenca which you will repoae ia maf 
t will not io fur inault ynyialf,, aor inault your 
own good fbeliog, Garina^ by aaying more thaa 
aim]dy toiomuifc that it ia from no mot^ of mare 
Idle ouiMly^ apeak.** . 

"nSf^my dear friend>^l know it 1** mur« 
mured Garlinai uad thin from bar llpa aeeapad p 
guahofmeatnluaguiab wUeb aha eoaldnolpoe* 
«ib^ keep beck. 


Ledy Oetariea Meredith aaid whataoarer the 
il could think of to eenaole her friend : but ignorant 
r as aha waa of tha 'aouroea of Clarioa'a woe, it waa 
s difficult to abapa her worda in a form ealeulatad to 
9 aonray tha eolaee aha would fain imf^art. , 
i "Yea— I wyi tell you what it .ia that tbua 

- afflicta me,** at length mid Clarina. " It waa a 
tala I haai^ yaaterday— laat avaoinff— *' 
r " After wa aaparat^ for* tha night P" inquired 
I Zoe in aurpriae i " for until that hour, ray dear 
I Clarina, methought that you ware in good apirita 
1 —and all the more ao on account of your fatbar*a 
I ktndneaa in reapeot to tha piano ff* 

I " Ah I my pm father !*’ murmured Clarina, in 
> a woiea of tha profoundaat melancholy. 

I " Good haarana, what ia it that you can hara 

• learnt P" exclaimed Zoe. " Wae it eome rerela- 
I tion whieh old Marguerite may have taken it into 
i bar head to make P”— for her ladyship could con* 

I caiTa no otBar aourea whence Clarine might have 
i xecaited any aneb reralation lafter the hour for re* 
f tiring to rest. 

" Yea— Marguerite— it waa Marguerite !” said 
** Clpriiua^ baatily. V But I will tell you, my dear 
Zoe, mhaik 1 hafC learnt I A veil has fallen from 

• 4iy eyea— and 1 hare obtained an insight into tha 
» peat wfaieb bae moat cruelly afflicted me !” 

The young lady paused for a few moments : she 
. ^aa ecitotly straggling to eompoae her feelings 
aa much aa pouible ; and at length she addressed 
Zee in the following manners— 

" My father in his former yean was of a very 
different disposition from what he now appears to 
be^ He was gay and aprightly— ha loved society 

• —though he never was dissipated nor irregular in 
bis conduet. On the contrary, he ever bore the 
bigheat reputation for moral worth, honourable 
behariour, and lofty feelings. He possessed a 
TCpy dear friend of about bis own age, and of a 
ipmawhat higher etanding in society. This was 
m Viscount Delorme,— the bearer of an ancient 
title aa well aa the possessor of great wealth. 
They bad been felloir*etudenta together at **ollege 
—they made the Continental tour together —and 
though no bonds of kinship united them, yet waa 
it u more than friendship which held them to- 
gether— it was a true fraternal love. Tfio Vis- 
count Delorme has been described to me as one of 
the handsomeet ae well as the moet elegant and 
fascinating of men. He mamed a young and 
beautiful IMy, gho died in giving birth to a sou. 
The Viscount wae inconeolable for her loes: he 
•hut himself up in hia own chamber— my father 
wee the only person whom he would see. His 
health auffered; and hia physicians earnestly re- 
oommended that be should tmel, ia order that 
change of aoane might have a Autaiy effect upon 
hk apirita. My father offered to accompany him 
—and for thia purpose to postpone the allianee 
wbioh he waa about to cootraet with the objaot of 
his own love. Such a rircomatanee may afford you, 
mv dcar*Zoe, an idea of the atrength of that 
frtendahip wfaieb my flitber experienced towarda 
the Vieoouob— a friandahip wkaeh would even have 
led him to aaerifieef ftv ihe time being, the oou- 
aummation of hia fondest hopm. But the 
Viaeoimt would net Mar of it| end la order to 
escape from my latherie wellaaiaBk importuiiMea 
that he ehould acoompany hiig, Dalonaa took Ua 
departaio^anddiDly ai^ atealthily. if thout leavfaig 
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A elue to tho direotfon in which hii eonfeeiBplctcfl 
Joumej laj. He howorer left behind him a letter 
for my father, promieing that he would write eo 
■oon aa hie mind ahould have aomewbat reeofered 
from the elFeeti of the terrible berearement he had 
auatainedv Hft infant eon the yiacount had been 
eooaigned to the care of a dlat&at dbmale relarife 
— e Marehloncfa of .oonaiderable wealth, and irito 
veaided in the neighMtf hood of Fontainebleau,— 
where, I ihoald obaerim, the Tiapount ‘l)e1orme*i 
count^ manriott waa aituated— aa you already 
know that my fhther'a likewiae waa. Shortly after 
; the Viaoount'a departure my father eapoi^ the 
I otjeet of hia lore-^y mother.*’ 

Here Clarine beeame deeply affected^ •• If that 
alluiion to her long departed mother had re*opeaed 
the fountaioa of her griet But at length eon- 
queiing her emotiona, ahe oontinued her aamip 
tire in the enauiog manner s— 

The marriage of my father end ippther took 
place about ais*and*twenty yeara ago. At the 
expiration of a year a daughter waa bom,<^tr]|e^ 

, if ahe had lited, would hare been my elder elaleri 
but ahe died a few montha after her birth ftnhi one 
of those maladies which are peculiar Vf fafhiipy. 
j Eighteen monthe had elapsed without thb dighteit 
intelligenoe being received ftom the'fiaeoii^ 
Delorme^ either by my father, or the Mlapdhkjtteai 
who had the care ef ^ ohildi and it waa ftited 
that he had died in aome foreign land. But ^ 
length lettera arrived to announce that he waa atill n 
deniaen of thia world ^that he had travelled through 
many riimes— and that he had raaolved not to 
aodden the minds of hia frienda with the apeotaelo 
of hia own deep eorrowe until they were mellowed 
down to the healthier tone of reaignation. Such 
was the mood, eeeording to the lettera^ to widely' 
the Yiaoount had at length brought bimaelff and 
he eonoluded by onnouocing hia apeedy return to 
hia domain near Fontainebleau. Theae lettera worn, 

' written from Italy: and about three montha aftar 
' their arrivel in France, the Viaoohnt himatif ^ 
appeared at Fontainebleau. 1 need hardly acy 
that be was eordially welenmed by my father, •• 
well aa by the Marchioneaa^or that ho wao de» 
lighted to obaerve how hia beloved boy had tiliriven. 
He aettled down once more at hia own palatial 
mansion; and the Marchionese aunendered up tho 
little Alfred to the parental protection. Time paaeed 
on : the mind of the Tiseount appeared to have 
completely reoovried from ite ehoek ; and even the 
' mournfulneee which had aucoeeded u|^ the phaae 
I of bitter aflliotion waa yielding in ita turn to hap« 

' pier influeneea. The ftiendahip between my father 
and himaelf eontinned ea warmaa ever; and aa you 
may eaaily anppoae, the Viaeoant waa a oonatant 
gtteat at the Yolmy maniion. After aa inlanral of 
I between three and four yean einoe the birth of the 
I firat child, my elder aiater«-an interval which made 
! my father apprehend that he waa now deatilbed to 
eontinne eldldleai— 1 waa bom. Great waa the 
Joy of my paranta aa I have been and 

though parhapa my father could have wiahad Ibr 
an heir to hia naaie, ha waa nevirthaleaa fUled with 
enthnaiaatio happineaa whan eontempUting Ida in« 
lint diug^tar. And' now, my dear Zot, X am 
abeut to touch upon the teddeat portioii of 
my trie^>4hat apiaodo in M aighfa aariau of 
nvefatkma which haa tiled me with ae muah 
friafr 


Clarine again pauaed fbr a few inatanta: the 
tcara trigkled from her eyea; and £ad|fiOetaviMi 
apoka in the meet aoothing terma whiah her iamgt* 
nation ooold augfpat. Hademoiiella Yolaar 
preaaad bar ftiend’a hand aJftetionately— wipai 
away bar i|an— and pprauad bar namtive in the 
iblloi|ing teruMi— 

**1 waa aoaroely a year old whan a frightful 
auil^ioion auddenly aiM upon my ftthar. Oh, 
daareal Boat bow am 1 ebBtfaueP-«4M9W am 1 
purtue h ^^lefte whidi ahede diehonour upon my 
mether^e. nhuiafrtbet mether whohn 1 have evwr 
thonglil.of hMlave and meraoea, although ahe 
ptiMedafe hn image eonld te imprintad upon 
flrikilt It l» a painfhi teak whieh I he^ 
undactakan^^k^M^Bt vet miLaonl veema to make 
ymtKdeoBidM of Slaaoirowal Xwilloompoae 
myaelf auManty to atable mo to proeaed. Taa 
—a frightftil auapleioii atmak ethsrart my Ihtharia 
hn to ’ > ■ -a nd it waa apaadily oentrmadf My 
aaeihar hed Immif to, love the Yiaaomt XMormt 
heftm then hiOewalewftdlmiiMmd. You under* 

^ Yiilh dauierf '^Obii^ 

Ijdity ^ But wu tiiere 

of ettor P tot your tither 
hati iUiiftelBw ioOi%tNikieBl fbr an evi- 

no o Ain 

of m moat malaueboly pathoai * the evidence waa 
iiraaiatible^my fhthar was diahonourad in hia wife 
n— and oh, that wifa wm my mother 1 Oan you 
ooneelve aqy traaeheiy ao derk— any perfidy eo 
hlaek, aa that of wlM* the Yiaaoont Delorme waa 
guilty P Tha exploaMm waa terrifle— and the Yic* 
eonat tad to avi^ the vengeanea whieh my half- 
fimriedifiet towuAW ine^ Aa for 

n«r mother* w* ’ 

. YThil hetamO of bar P inquirad Zee in o 
hi^4umhld TOiem ee if tmring lo put the quea* 
fth CWihiiehidNodde^ aloi^ abort— the 
teareyurii^ egite kWInf d^ her eheeha-and 
her, boeotti hwiiig with tho uoba that in* 
wifdlv nrtrtthlliwt ilfii‘ 

’’iky mother,*’.' the aeid, in a tone that wia 
aoaroaly audible— *my mother— alaal aha re* 
eeivad aihoek ftote whiah the never reeoveiedi j 
Qviiwheltted with tho aenae of her own degradap 
tlon, and of tha wraric which aha had wrought 
with regard fMea fllmd devoted htttbend*e heppinem 
—ahe died of a broken heartr 

There wga another long pauae; and than 
Clarine, aftm another outburet of grie( eontinnad 
aa followa | 

■*Th# Yiseonnt Delorme had not only proved 
himaelf a blaek traitor to the aaered tioa it friend* 
ahip^ but ulao a oowaid. He had ted to avoid the 
duel to whidi any incenaad father porpoaed to pro- 
voke him. Tee— he ted, leaving hia ebild behind 
him; and thus the little Alflred beeame enoe aaove 
iadebted to (He kind care of the Maiebieuem. My 
fhther could not endure to remein at bie own 
manaioti— the aoene where ao mUeh happinaaa bad 
been eo eruellr blighted t He eat out for aeam 
other olhpa^ taking me with hlim iCarguerile waa 
my naraa. It wea my fether^a intention to pvo- 
eeed to Italy— 1 know not whatbar with any eel- 
tied puipoae— or wMhar he tsad at lundom upon 
that tranmlpine eountiy» aU pUrna ha the mwll 
hdefeqfiiily the time tar Urn in the deietetod 
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condition of fail hfivU Wo traversed fbe^lps bj 
9My otagoi t for ot OTory bAlritig pUco it oppoorf 
tbot my poor father went wanderinf out amidot 
tfaoM dangcrouo glacicr'i^ions, aod that ■omo- 
times bia ramblei were so protract^ it was 
feared tbot he was lost. Marguerite well reioeni- 
bers tfaat Jeurtiey* ebe epoke of it last eteoiuB in 
Tirid language. She recolleeti how we were nearly 
lost OD t£i heights of Mount St. Berj]ar4'-*|usd how 
the doge of the Hovpiee were the inetrumenta of 
our aaWation. She likewise bears in pind how we 
tarried aereral days at that Hoipie%.go4 in what 
oonatant terror ahe was siiatauia4 by the protcaeted 
alienees of my father aewdat thoilB g|ae^ iggioBii 
eo aubliroe^ so terrible j We pamfd fin Ital/s 
but instead of tarrying there, m it ilitt. ^ w ap- 
peared to be my father'a {ntentiop, he ^ 

the journey to Leghorn i there we toeli il^ fbr 
Marseillea; and from ICaeirillef wg tra^allad 
straight back to the manaion near ^tainahleau. 
There my father aetUed down ig^ after an 
aence of about four montha t and X waf too ygeag^ 
at the lime to reeeiyw any kurtiag impipaiiega of, 
the journey. Kerer, mj dear uatjli lait nij|bt 

waa £ aware that theaa eyea o^ mine itpd gaaed 
upon the dlpsi or that I bad etar petfed Jhejood 
the frontier of France. 1 ' must otMMrfg that , in 
coDsoquence of the taapdal epaitnd tijr the Via* 
count Delorma'a Infany In the aalgboocbood. of 
FontainebJean, hi# reipeettblf raUtlta the 
chionesB quiitad her manaien^ taking tha boy 
' Allred with hcri and aha proeeadad ho anothar 
ei t ftte which she bad in the wcaiern part of Fi^oe. 

• Years then passed away.** 

; ** Years passed away/* aaid iEqe, nenrnfoUy and 

necUanically repeating darioifa words j f*ea4 
nty sweet friend, were brought lip in IgSiOnMit* of 
oil that bad taken place P** 

**Yes,'* responded the yonng totai 

ignoronoei iferor was th^^t liM fipa^giy 
eyes until last night. Obi X gm po ,^ngtw fat a 
loss to comfwehend wberefaig my fhiher woe so 
impatient, or eiso so afBioted/> whaDerat in the 
inm-cence of girlhood 1 apcAe of my mother. 
Alas I wliat pangs most Z bafeencited in me breaetl 
—and heaven knows hetr uneonsoioua^ on my 
parti My heart weepa bitter tear# m £ think of 
It— and likewise because, my dear jSee, it ia abock- 
ing— >Oh ! it is shocking to be ^oafale to look 
back with respect and with veneration towards the 
BDoiDory of a mother I Yes— add J now compre- 
hend likewise,'* coottmird Clarine, her voice sink- 
ing so low that it would have bc^ inaudible were 
it not for the naturally liormonictus cleamoss of ite 
tooes^ — "I comprehend likeaiae what dreodfui 
thought most eouetimea be uppermost— perhaps 
eeer npperiaaat in the mind of myeCatber! Zoe, 
dearest friand,** added the unhappy Clarine, with 
a atioug convttlaiDg abudder, and fixing haggard 
looks upon Lady O^viaa'a couatemnee^ " 1 nop 
compeebend— my God! 1 oompreliend that ha 
doubts wMher 1 am bis own child i*’ 

Wiih these words, Clarine threw herself upani 
floe*s hosegi abd wept burerly. tfer own bosom 
was torn s^ rent wi b eoovidsiiig sobs i— Ibyeome 
miuiiies ahe appeased as if totally nnsuacept^le of 
•oiree. Ztao iaviohed siKterly eareasea upm har^ 

» ahe spoke no word i language itself were p 
tery it aeiaed apon as a rPMurca to convey 
K^4||kii6olo(ioti uuoer such circumstauiTs But there | 


ia no hutnao anguioh m> profound that it does aid 
expand Uaelf : and thus was it at length with the 
grief of the unfortunate Clarine. 

** Let me hasten, dear she aaid, ** to bring 
my unhappy namptive to a oonclusioo. But it ia 
about to taka lostraage leap— and you will at first 
marvel how I Sm in a condition to telji you that 
which J aa sboul to oomaunicate. '’Bavertbelea^ 
it ia the tfuth— it ia no idle dream— no phantasy 
of the fevered imagination 1 I am about to apeak 
of the Marebioneaa and of Delorme’s aon Alfred. 
Tears passed away after the terriflo eiploaion near 
Fontainebleau ; and Alfred Delorme grew up under 
the affectionate care of his excellent relative. 
Mcaowbile no tidings bod been received from his 
father. The Harehioness had therefore long deemed 
the yiscount deadi but it wai necessary that 
Alfred Delorme should reaoh bis twenty-first year 
before legal proceedings could be ieken to establish 
his slum toibe title and estates of his father. Xt 
^ppaare that at the vkry time he attained hie ma- 
jority, lOBia report pf a marvellous and singu- 
lar nature relatire to the late Viscount reached 
the eoss df the Mer^ioneu. It woe a statement 
of such a kind that though it seemed scarcely cre- 
dll^, ehp woe resolved to sift it to the very bottom. 
Thoi^ aMskui in yeara— indeed bordering upon 
•fsty^ebs reeolved for *Alfred*e take to take this 
I am now epeaking or a date between fix 
aj^ asren years back. The Marchioness, in con- 
sequense of the intelligence to which I have just 
refonred, jreeolved to undertake a journey into 
Sjwitierlond- Alfred Delorme went with her. In 
due tijme they reached the Hospice of Mount St. 
Bemard: for tkit was their dcatination. There 
^e Marchioooas instituted (he inquiries for which 
purpose she had dared a journey yo perilous, and 
aq trying for one of her years. The ititelligcnco 
a^ bad received iu France was completely correct i 
I the fotc of the Vifcoont Delorme woe cleared up — 
is gsised to be a mystery !** 

sAnd that fateP’* aaid Zoe^ with a half-bushed 
vcfoa pf suspense : for ahe experienced tbo liveliest 
inforsat lU the narrative to whieh she was listen- 

*flt appears,** continued Clarine, "that when . 
thp Viscount Delorme fied from Fontainebleau in 
order to avoid my fotber^a vengeance, bo wos at- 
tended by only one domestic— a faithful valet who 
had bson for some time in bis wervice. lOiaviog 
before beeMq {taiy,iho Viscount determined to 
return to tbas counl^. Oo arrivug at the vil- 
lage of Maytigny in the valley which is overlooked 
by the towering heights of Mount St. Bernard, 
the volet was t*ken dangerously ill; and whether 
it were through an ungrateful yaofclesincss for the 
man’s fidelity- or whntbcr it were for any other 
reason, 1 cannot tell youi but ocrtaln U is that 
the l^Qunt Belorme left him there amidst 
•tranger^ bidding bim fottdw on to Kaplee if be 
■hojald happen to recover. The valet M fceoftat 
iifter s long end painful iUnese; and he proceeded 
to MeplH. But there his could hear no tidinga of 
bia master. retum^ to Bmom— tfpaW tp 
FoDteinsblesu— thence to the estate to which the 
Marchioneaa bed lemo^Sd- bift etill without Learn- 
ing aught of the Visoeunt Dhlorme. Me therefore 
engaged himss^if ia the asrvice of another Isndljr; j 
and many years then passed away. At iength— 
about sevep yonrs ag«>— this valet w|s in the sor- 
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riagsig kaoily who p9opoagd''tofkU fiwtorlindi Mbit to PraRfie, wheiR lio interred llmai In tbt I 
mmI ttiRiiet pnee into Italjr. A pari of their pin Aadlj tmilt. He then prooeeded to Voptaineblennf ' 
wee to eioie Mount Si. Bemetd* Shop arrived -^end for erhnt pivpoieb thiah you? It wee 0 ' 
to eefolj at the Boepiee^ where they were received leeh an totarview witik my fotber« to eonnittiueata 
with the welif me whidb the good monka of that to him the fote of hie eiM**tbat fete which had 
Alpine toylum are aaeuetomed to dhow to ell tra- ipat heen^earedupl«»-end.likewi«e to implore on 
veltera. Thoire ji n mueeum of Arioiitiee at the hehelf of hie deoaoied. pnat the forgivcneee of 
r Hocpioe, moil of them being the oad nemcdali of mp$ outraged fothei. Alaei Z hare too much 
the periihed onee whgae oorpaea have been el dtf- coaeob to believe that toy father wm Implaeablei 
forent timai foaad amidil the enews of tha maoo^ end that he ewoee not merely a oontiaued haired 
teioe. Theee earioeiUei^ memorialab end rtolee for the mempiy of the, deoeeee^ bat likewiio e 
were diapleyed to the ftmily with whom the vilet hatndi^ th»jfdtoa>ftd^iecui> Alfred depcrted'in 
wee traveUing ; end he himielf likewiw tow them, lorrow at^|ijto‘felltito of hie truly Ohnetian por- 
Amonget them he reeognieed a peeuliar ri^, peaiu'eMvj^Ntaeilmrtly alterwarda^^ 
which bad belonged to the Yiaeoaat Delorme* He qtoited '. hU mey»wMi lo auddenly, taking onV 
qiMitioned the monki oa the cubjectj andil ap- Marguerite .end myaelf with him—end trevellint; i 
peererl, on refereneo to the eetaiogue^ that 'thii to the South of mgag, ho tottfod hinmelf iu tint 
ring, together with other valueblef, were fouUd Oheteeu^ to I ek^hiaed to you yoite^ 
upon the eorpto of e gentleman eeveral yean back. ^ Anu, ICmuerUe told m aU thte leal night i 
The eorpaa^ though completely preeerved at Ihw rndd ilfoe* "ThiA hkOit mhavdbcen aoomplcto ! 
time, neverthelcea aiford^ indicationa of having eopfidento df yuiit foth^r : for your father alooo 
been for a oonaiderabli period previoui to ite din* lOOald have mealed iu tor ell that be learnt and aU 
oovery-^perhape two or three yeers-^embaddedin that toqlt.|tofla 90 ^ oetoile% of that interview 
the anov-drift whero it wee eventually found* betiuto^htimlf eito AUtod^MurmeP*' 

Tfiero were no papere about the petaoh of the “Mto|aa|fte, told me all thia laet night/* re* 

unfortunate individual to ahow who he weai but .apondad Ctomne t end hfr oountanenoa wea buried 

he had aevarel erticlea of jewellery ehd n hto^ldit* tor to aha Ihuaapoke. 

able sum of money in Ida poaaeasionJ U ba^y* **|.pieifUBa^^ u^tldtod Zoe, that the young 

impuMible to aetabllih hia identity, tbe proplHy ^T1toett|t .toy ariencpd UP ttoubfo iu obtaining p>»» 

thus found upon him waa rendered avrtilable At toitaioarfliM deoeea^ falher*a eatetea^^end of tuo 

the funds of the St. Bernard ealablishment^toeord* title thiioto pertaining?'' 

ing to the lawa of the Canton. Por a long tone ^Ho auperieneed no difficulty/* auaweredCla* 

the corpse was left exposed in tbe dead-houaV, iU vhm. 

the hope that some pasting traveller might •**Pwrhapt/* ftoumed **you% father so iud- 
chance to reoogniae it : tor the dead are praaarved dtoly Ml to* tHrh housa sear Poutainobleau 
for many years in a lifedike state of freshneto In' Ihrough the appr'eheuiion that the ancestral iuaD*> 
that Alpine region. But at length the tesoaijia eloii to the.Debirmee might become the abode of 
were interred ; and u for the jewels, all bad been rto young YiMOUD^ to whom be Iu4 eworn eiaeh 
eonverled into money with tbe exception of that hotNd for hie fothar!# aake ^ and heoould net en- 
one T ng, which was kept ae a means of aSbfdi&f Iho idfU^of dwelling in tto same neighbour- 

som^ clue for accident to developo towardi the Wj|A'one wMto very name must ever remind 

identification of the deoeosed. It was this lupOft him ollila'outtogedftitodefaifv hie,wrecked iisp* 
which the valet, on bis return to Prance, eeUveyed ptnoit^ ffihhpttmitod aBd pisrished wife ?** 

to the ears of the Marchioness | and it wto ih con- , ** veipuoM Olanne i ** doubUcM that woe 

sequence thereof that she at onco undertook that Ih* teaaon- ^ Bu| if it worn Wh ii Itot to 
long and perilous journey, in oompanv with Alfred Hay oiMS|}toliito^foir Marguerite epecifiod it net 
Delorme, to ascertain for their own melancholy Uat night to tto motive for my father's conduct in 
■atisfaotion the truth of top details wbieb bad laaviug hie homr.” 

thus reached them/* Aud wto tl with Zf« Yolney'e eonseut," ia« 

‘‘How wildly yingular is thia tale!’* said Zoet quired Lady dclavian, ** that Marguerite told you 
*' it is full of the marvel of roiiiaoca« Well has ail these tUingaUst night?*' 
iho poet laid that truth it atfanger than fic- '*Ob, nol noT' murmured Clarine, weeping 

tkin 1" biltorly, and half stilled with her eonvulsiog ««/!)•.. 

** Yee— wiU^ and atmuge^ aud yet how mournful ** My father knobe not that a lyllahlo of aU this 
in every one of its phases,*' responded Oiarine, bss reached my ears 1 Audit as but yesterday, 
with a profound sigh. ** You may easily suppose, Zoe, when 1 aought him in hie own study for the 
my dear Zoe, that when 1 heard this narrative payment of tho piano, that he assured me 1 should 
last night, 1. listened to it with an inteveet so ab^ nevor understaud ^hc mysteries which enveloped 
sot hi>ig —with feelings so deeply moved-^—— yes, him. Alas! 1 am very, very unhappy— ^ On, far 
and with emotions so conflicting, that I cannot more unbappg than you cun pos»ibly eoucoivo I 
describe them!’* and Clafine shuddered oe the How can 1 hide from tay tather'a knowledge mv 
spoke. ** Again 1 eav let me haeteu and cuneliide acquaintance with all these things? The ordeal 1 
this narrative of mme. Tbe unfortunate Mar- just now passed through at tbebrookfast-table. 
ohioneia^ on descending fiom Mount Bt. Bernard^ waa terrible! 1 aeareely dated kok my lather in 
was seised with ilLuesa at Martigny—thal very tbe face. Were be not ao pstnpletely absorbed in 
village where yeere heforeband the valet had been tbe contemplation to Us own aerrowa--were be 
abandoned by hfo maetar* Thera the pdot lady not ayer looking inwardly, as it ware^ and seeing 
died. Alfred Detoma^ who had kmg hetn unto naught outwerdly— hP could not fail to pefo^e 
her to a aon, tended her in her last illnees^^hat that there ia now maething foarful haagtogow 
illnese which proved fotal; and he bore her xo- myeoull” 


I TBM mranniM or tar coumt» 

ter mid Zoe, "jou niiiC mrt In ^ ohamiel fbirad the reieetimu of Tody 

all /our Ibriiittde to reUin your eeJf*t»oiiMiMon. i OoUfian Meredith f but her iurioitef eould Aiib 
It aoiiM add iafloiteljr to your fetfaer'e affliotioai nieh no poiiible eolation for old Marguerite'e eon* 
If be werer to laufa that Marguerite haa betrayed duet. She wae loath to oome to the oonoluiion 
hie eoafldete- whioh abe* evidently ' haa^ done, that it waa a wanton act of cruelty or inoonaider* 
Bnrrly, aureiy there muat have been atee atrong ateneaa— aapael^ aa all Margnerit^a aateoedeota 
ttotite for bar to tell you allihiaP’* appeared, from what Zoe had that day heard, to 

OlarHie aaid nothing : but again aba buried her be dharaeteriaed by fidelity and aflhation towa^ 
oonafobaiiee in her kerchief j and' for aaveral the family whom the aerred, aa well aa by general 
aaiaulea appeared to be the' prey^of emotiona prudenee *aad diaoretion. Had the old woman, 
wbieb liady Oolarian Mieredith' eonaldarad aa too therefore, aoaie apaeial motive P-»waa her conduct 
profoundly aaored to be intruded ppon b| farther baaed upon good grounda P—Zoe waa bewildered 
gaaatWhg, what to think. 

^ She repaired to the drawing-room,— where aha 

< ‘ ' found Clarine aeaM in a penaive mood at the 

^ ' window ; and thinking to enliven her, Lady Oota* 

OHdPISB^ Oia»> ‘ prepoaed to play upon the new piano. Ihen 

Corine burst into teara. 

V» MOiaMM It^tMpnoWi * " He who ao kindly gave me that piano yeater- 

^ day,** aaid Uhe afllioted young lady, *'doubta 
Tsa ladiee preaently rotiaeod Ibhv towarda whether I am really his daughter I And yet how 
the Chateau. Clatinabadnotrbtema moreealmiii generous of him thus to minister unto my whims 
indeed she waa etidiatly doing hor beat to %aui- and eaprieeal A thought occurred to toe yeater- 
pose her feelinge and tranquil] tea -her ooteananoe,* day-nmd^ was for the first time in my fife -that 
in ease aha ahould meat %ar fiithari^*'Zoe eonsi- the oonduet of my father— for by tAat nipne 

dwately avoided a return tn the topm of the pre- must I ever call him bad been dcfiotent in Cbo 

viotts oonvereation: for abe underatood frtU wall tendarnaaa of affection whieh a parent shows u>- 
wherefore MademoiaeUe Vobny mm thuaandea- wards n child, ^fiut now, after all I birnt iii>G 
fooring to oonquer bar foaUngi—or nt baai4o| night, I ought to wonder that he has ever 
aesuma an outward laranitys nnd bag amiabb alSwn me any love or kindoeis at all ! Oh, my 
Soglbh frbad would not srillinglly dutaSb bar ba dear Zoe, with these dreadful ideas that are now 
that attempt. Zoe iberafore diieoorsed upon fioating in my brain, I feel as if I myself were 
general subjects, as they abwiy wandad (heii way utterly, utterly unworthy of all regard— all kind- 
bsek to the old Ohataatt: bat date only an- aaieon my father's parti" 

•weredb afew wcte'-'toiiteiate iAteiani^^ > "fipeak not thus, dear Cbrlne," said Lady 
eyMaMee t a b e waadehp^y' tpfr teupl a J - Ootaviani *'you are not responsible for your 

When the Chateau was itehfd, the bteaia* ; mother’s frailty. You must couquor your feelings 
paraced to«,thsir ahambera,'te'thp pnrpoee'ef -^bJeed, indeed you must! You do not wuu 
putting cir tbcr walkiog^qte<il{rtel' Zoa had year father to perceive that there is anything 
now more bbure tp refieM upon all Abet abe had strange or unusual with you ; and yet you are 
■o recently heard. It waa indeed^ aa abt'henalf adopting the very course which may betray to 
had expreaead it, a Ub of wildaal comanaai and Urn that your knowledge of to-day is far different 
well— too well did it aaeount' fiv IL ^Tolney'a fteayour knowledge of yesterday!" 

«,mbre mooda^ foe bis bvo of MH-Matbi^ and for Xha amiable Zoe'oontmued to reason in this 
those long aulitaiy walks whbh l|pi waain the habit Bsaanar, and to give her frbnd Clarine the best 
of taking, as if thereby oourting opportnadtiea to poaaibb adviee. She even induced her to ait down 
baas much alone aapoBsibb withhie own tboughta. and praotiae at the new piano ; but the unhappy 
But there waa one thing which bawildered Lady Mademoiselb Volney, though doing her best to 
Oetavian Meredith* She could net poaiiblj eon- aasume a tranquil exterior, nevertheless seemed me 
eeive for what motiv# Marguerite Cad made anoh if aha had reoaivad n bbw from ghich she would 

S linful revelations to Olarina Tolney. The old never recovn. 

!ranohwonian had the air of a person poaa a as e d of During the difiner-time Zoe was in naontinuoua 
gansfoua Mings— bar Idndnaaa towarda Clarine apprebenabn bat M. Volney should notice the fre- 
hed bean the autgeot of the youdg lady’s grateful quent moods of pre-oaoupation and abstraotbn 
eubgy 1 but Zoe could only regab that lifting of into which Clarine fell : but fortunately he did 
the veil from the myateriac of the past aa a most not— or if so, he appeared not to be conarious of 
unoaoaaaafy pbee of malty on ol^ Marguarib'a the obeuraatanoa. He retired aa usual to his 
aba. Wbeinfoto so andely nf aken a daughter etudy eoon after dinner i the two ladiee paaab the 
from a dream in whbh she had taught herself < to evening together ; and though Lady Ootavian 
bve and reepeot h^r iiiothar*s meiqotyf— where- exerted heraeU to her ulnMiat to oheer Clarine'a 
fore breathe in her eara the tale of that mother’s apirite, the attempt waa evidaotly inaffaetual: for 
guilt ?— wherefore disenchant her of the vision whan Cbaine foroed harsalf to Smib, it waa in so 
whif^h had so innoeantly hnd in such sweet filia^ abkly a manner that the nnhappy young bdy'a 
eonWenee (fobneaiad a hab aa anetreliag a ino- eoantenanca appeared to cefleet all the anguuh of 
thar’a infoof-^and why (oh, cruelbat defoil of a breaking hemk 

a dagger so deeply into As theefaaiagtepenad,aad thettaualhoor of 
ObiinifoljfoiH by the bbeoue intelligcnoe that be eeparate wee drawi^ nigh, Zoa^a amiabb and 

a mtelM boked npon aa her fother, antac- oonaubrale diapoaUbn auggasled an idea, which, 

M « bocribb doubt ae to hb right of pater* she flattered faeraelf, would be fraught withadboe 
V lu her suiforing friend. 

* • 
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*' M j dear (Sarin^ aheaaid, "you art in luoh 
n frame of mind that I do not likt to leara you 
hy yonreelf for ao many lonf, Ibng hoon. Thm 
M alwaya*'€onaolation in the oompanionahip of 
liriandidiip i auffer mo to paaa the night witii 
year 

Sadden waa the atarl^ and for an inatant ain« 
gnlar and uoaceoantable waa the look, with whiA 
marine reeei?ed that kindly meant propoaitioni 
then, the nest moment winding her arma about 
Zoe^a neck, ahe murmured, “ Ifo^ my dear friend I 
Think me not ungrateful— think not that I fril to 
oppreriate your generoua kindneea i bnl it will be 
better for me to be abne with my own thonghta— 
to eommnne with myaelf— and to atudy well the 
pathway whieh I hare henoeforth to puraueT’ 
beaeeoh you, Olarine,” peraiated Zoa^ "to 
grant me my rogueat. The night ia gloomy— the 
weather haa changed ainoe the morning— the wind 
\b meaning round and through the old Chateaui j 
No. S6.— foUETH Biniia 


and when the arind ia attennated by aorrowltal 
thonght a ■" ■ 

"Oh, I hare no anperatitioaa temrar ijaeu* 
fated Clarine quickly. "A tbonaand thanki^ my 
dear friend, foryour kindneaa— a thouaand thankal 
—hut I will poaa the night ^one— And pwhape 
to-morrow— to>morrow," ahe repeated, with a 
aingularly aqguiabed and abatraotod look, " 1 ehall 
be more reaignad— I ehall be all the better pre- 
pared to meet my aad, aad deetiny 1** 

For an inatant it atruok Zoe that there waa 
a metiting peculiar— aomething unnatural or at 
all erenta incomprehenribly myaterioua in marine*! 
look and manner, aa weu aa in her tonei but 
when Mademoiaelle Ydbey had embraced her and 
hurried forth from the apartment^ Lady Ootarian 
thought within henalf, "It ia the bittemeaa of 
her afflictioa which rendera her thua atrauge. 
Alaal grief doea indeed at timea produce eocedl^ 
abarrafiona of tbereaaon t and, poorOlarine! sho 
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has not the nine fortitude m myself in yielding neture my time moet soon eome. And then too 
to that whieh the lo piteously deserihed as a sad, there are aooidenta and oasualties^and it may 
sad destiny !*' ^ likewise Glarine,’* he continued, spealdng in 

On quitting Zooi Ohnine prooeeded as ueual to disjointed awtenoea, as if he were really much 
M. yolne/s atndy^ to lopiint the wonted fcisa moved insni%, thoagh his voice was oold,— ** and 
upon hie brow and reeeire that nightly henadiethm tiien too, Olar^ it may enter into my plane to 
which he never luled to jive. Oh 1 ho#tiimidta- tend yon where yon me^ mingle in* that- aooiety 
oualy did pear CUarine'e lieart heat na she ap- where yon aiiglA te move— ” 
proeehed that etadydoor I— with what n eanaa of “But my ter Ihther— — “ 

aagttieh did dha atop to pMu her hande Jigamat “Do not interrupt he mie, waving hie 
‘her beaviim hoaom, aa if ehe eoold thaMfey alienee hand aomawhat Impatiently, and then replacing 
the paipitateM of that heart df hm<ai mid bow that aame hand befoM hie eyea to shade them 
painfttQy te a few fr****^ did eha ted hmealf agm : “bat iiilin ta sileaoe. The isjumtion I am 

eompelled to Uy* agamet the osaQ lior anpport. ^out te give you is osw vitsdly naoessary and 

]^t it tumeteea h^ipene testnt the waiy erieis yet 1 eanaot esplain the rewMnke>— nor muat you 
of the most tojOnring wstedw prternatiwal teU* ewareesfc tohnew ihem, fit is tern that aoeident 
tttde aaddanly laiam 'ojan moot wha am te m mag some dey waft them te ymr war; and if so 
through it,— nerviug tham wUk ten aa|tti>m —But no matter! Liftente my i^unetum! 
amount of eowage. And teas wwi it mow with Tmmumt alwaya remte w famonar io thieAld 
Oarine. teemipute a idqgrteirf tewwdMa* Cteteni, Cterte t aooMr wr later you will go Wo 
posnre white Weniteed 4 mumB| nn4 tee Bot tee grmt wigid^^d thmeyou will mingle amidst 


tosteteteteidtehmteteai^yBimiea. tee teyterong. liet me hope, toc^ tent year 

“tetePn,teeite*teUJi:itedni^ ^ImsWchMsdwte te maglrt m mamageby some eUjihle 
speak to yen ft ter mWW saWi te I tewe already teid you, Oburiaa, tent 

XteteaW tetetmte te tete WWMWMoi yon opftii^ rite at my death. Weep not— meep 

was tetenamte^aWtetete ne^my poor giftr 

hftmmeateWteWmteteHMWnt teifte! Vbiu roee anilmSy liom 

ted Mite teiPsmsAte ^tern tow aeda tettelte Ida teter; aadpmstef his lips to GteWb fere* 




I teat tel ter 


aaaUaaif s 


ina a juiteuVi 


ai^teaaAiim. .Btei am tent I nmeoatem 
to a emm te wmv IWte lMitete,tete«te fli 


white yanWd^ 

will tentotete mte 


llitew«mwnm*<^M(i ^ maemhed dmm ter teir tor a lew 
mute moimDta with bis tend, fie teen raanamd hie 

■te ' tehtrtehadiqg his eanatoBismem htecwe. 

f, **1 temtete baotea,** he eud, “to oenelnde lliia 

Bttetornte}ete|^ataaeJ end to speeify the injanetkn towards which 
temntejtedp* Imuaalonf inooming. U as tWCIarine s-Hltiat 
I wSh teeimM' team is eom persaa in the marld wham you mnst 

temliwtirw rrhnn no finandly wovda mWsw te entenaged 
dawnrsmamii ly your bps s nad if ycmliAt teat junrteartiBould 
•■mnd te pomib]^ love this one to whom I telndsi, plate teat 
myemtelil I teart eat ef ycni-hillyeamdr eeoner— “ 
teter imemMe A my thnHed deom 01arine*s lips: Id. Vteaey 
ntotemh Itte 'teaitud np ftom his eeat; and tee afflicted young 
UteWdite with My enteumed; “O ftther I father r 
heoeammmried “ Pardon me Olarme ! 1 have been too abrupt 
* -^wtoe wafaement likewise I I have made use of 


“On the oantsery, my deqr fatter#* Ctedne’ luugmw^teach is indeed but too well coloulstod 
ventured eoftly to observe i “Itety Orfeiian Joumi to tenrtleand horrify you, incomprehensible as it 
this seclusion where she baa teind m temUi Ai must be 1’* 


for myself- 


Again H. Yolney passed his band caressingly 


“ I know that yon are a good and obedient girl,” over her hair; and in a tremulous voice be said, 
interrupted M. rslnsy ioia^at Jhutily s “ W it ** Courags^ Clarrae-^urage for only a few mo- 

if that which ” mente I Ijpir with me^havo (atirnce t This it 

But he aaddanly etevpped sboih'-^bia eounte* n eceoe wbkh le neeassary now— but which need 
nanoe atiJU wnetod, his eyes atiU shaded .hyhie never be renewed!'* 

hand. A tenpteit amndihle eigW elowly oonwulsed Again did he natum to his seat : and lagaia did 

Cteine^e boeomi for ate oompratended only too he shade his countenance with his hand, 
well how herWber would bswe finished hie .sen. “Jit is passible, Glariae/' te eeutinnad, “that 
tence if te ted W najight book the woods which noenar or later in tee .great world you meet 
had itoeluntikily uiian to bB ^ ^mdd wa mdiriduial teamng dte name wf tee discount 
have said, “ft it Ubic that makea me elftw yon DelaMMu” 

whatsoever torn and kininesi yon bgva over known 'CttaaRna jotoad with anjuiihj hut no Audible 

on my furtr aiumd omne tern ter Upe-^ ter tee wm of a 

“Tee— yon me a jeod wad dotifiil giri,’* ton^ d aat luKte pater, 
tinned M. T«toey afttr n panmt and tell he is tins man;* eantinMd U. Va^, per- 

ieenaedne if te damd mft tnm tei upm tonam JfaoUy imnenemem that Ciirine had enhihited any 
Clanne. “And now Uaten to me attenltely i ftatepi«faymnidn>iteoor^*it iatidsiienwhom 
listen aim wfth teat complrtog andohedteitteirit yon muit amid aa if te were a mecftal onamy. If 
whtepmhamvevetmaBtftUtadtosnurdamn^ laold 1 heteM ^tenyionteouldteinthiiqma to maet 
teatmeiareall rnomal-^tlHa I am ndf idin»«^toCTwdwg you ewar de meet -^raotemt teat 
in yimh>md itet to itemdiaary mmoe of 1 at wmdd telniy mv ^vitk miawy to 4iMiowia| if 


JOB wore t^disob^aMr aa^fl^Ibeted, IIS' oMikdbfrhtiupibrZotlBlieroni^ Tntih 
tojfouMtf thabtreafm ttitf tomb mibP' aiift<inMiMwio 

BD&it-TOMi of bin who M hictM>1iW ^iHiWKk: Bba owM 

obiMtho eoBtem of. lo etemlraljC bttiitah iwl ei/diw^tGii 

7 <ranNl£«iid Chat amQ ViaQOVib Delonne t** StaxiinAiip from her aeal Zoefleued the tarn 

Haying thnaapoken, Iff.Yoln^iMQainbdfor imdwaa about tQonra the door in the haity^ 
more thui a minute with hia leofs ayeited and lenoe of her exoitaq(ee|ng|kimii ine. 

' hie band abating bia eonntenanoe. tikia gare reooUboted that ibiroiddn^haeo well to alarm 
Cfatine leftrore te eeBipoaah«>einiigeaiaadlbel«> ettartwhaweielailabieaBii ihe weewatiittty 
2 DgB aomewhali and it wai onea UMia wHb a pf^ ef b irage e ai^ and thartfert BWHilmlii dha epaaad 
rematural fortitude^ ailomihiog even hafeatll that dioe with tha utmert> gia tl i a aii aid - leaked 

«ho beoame armed. garth iate tba p y teg et ftwaa aaliral that haa 

"And now good nigH Clarino-good aighh ntp glMaa ahauld lA thMolingllp* end ahad d i r higly 
dear ghlT aaid M. Yoteey, at lea^ riawg ftom aaat in that dirtertbn ahareabwhad Iwiee aaan-« 
hie aeah and once mere imprintieg a kiae upaw er ableaat i t aaiid abe badeafa thadgere that had* 
the joung lady’s forehead. aoawiBhaitrmad hare buit new the babaidnetbhif, 

" Qood nigH dearest falhei^** aha marmwad't She ad ata rt A trtad b g aaliaiiaaitt and rt ap p tng 
and the next moment the door eloaod bebbad biVb at aeeiy hiaaiml ht liatsaa dbaaoaM wow-diitui* 
She aped up to bar own ebambar— ehe tbfow gaiib mam diat l na t hr fhaaat And thoso aouida 
herself npoa her kaees-she bofiid her aonati* WrtAh bad brt agbt bar firth Am berebambaA 
nance in the bedding; she woptaad aabbaioom* jjeaajagiAdphtrtgye wem tbay^Hanwaoiit^^ 
Tulairelj. She ealled upan Oed to atreagtblar leadp■ M im l^^^ |' ^ ■ A ia a dytog awa y t hea gradaaUy 
her : abe gave yent to low but paeaioaataly'alteied' riahif aghib Oit flrti andAwdy^e p afta g itg up Aeaa 
words of agony. It was aad^it was aad iadaed, atlanttA fl»idlalhalitwaeabmMnyoieagtfw 
to think that one of her ege, In the bloom of inah AMt nrtk'AlMm in tb# ttM of £ndp Oetniaaa 
pient womanhood, when tho world oiigbi la be l i m d Ab s bhb fttU Aba wee att m ty ak a last te 
etretcfaing like e lovolj garden full of dawifebeii^ ieompartMad wliib tba peerea er eaair of tbear 
fore her riaion,«*OhI it ehs ead fhal sKe sbeild eoaiife might Aa* . 

oxperienoa aoch utter desolation of the heart. Aa^f 0m badhalled juitia Aea* el'ibe IbtIhgHhosr 

yet it WM so. Ales, poor Glarnei letsngiaf to Am^oa al ert ak ar amaH ehapilt hm- 

But we must now return te lady Mifiam fsahm h tt hti t ha» own eboBlAr aad Otariae^l 
Meredith. Little auspeetiiig what was paadtif •nd'ait Wae imnHied^lbattbetlaangtmiaeoounh 
between Citrine and her father, lee bad retired to ebib ibiidg rattb Arm withih thab ebapel. Bbr 
her own ohamber. She Alt not tbe aligbtest hi- meebanioiUy plaead her band upon tbe> oM- 
olination to retire to rest ; and ebe dismilaed bar Mlmmd faitad IrtAi 0 tlmm dom» A yikldad 
umid for tbe night without beginning to diiapparA |r big toMh'S-md amp of Iba Ipitaa of tbe adl 
herself. She sate down to reileot os aM abe had prt^h npwHd iiighll|yi Vbr gAA if wind* whieb 
heard that day: she was mounfUl as her ftitad Airtib immly »X ^ but 

Oarine’t account; and the thought ef tbeeartowa Art m t artgr ahp >»■» ebaied tha Kfll hi tiaft to 
of another sharpened instead of mitigalad Amro- msmih Abr pui ha dethe date fbrtheropest tbe 
eollection of ber own. Tbe wind wae moaaAig* toundr bid uemaltegrtiMr eeoaadi bntMpeetlng | 
dismally without; and these soands were by no Ibab tbay wmIA rifiua ngaH ahawiahsp^by 
tneana calculated to clieer Lady OetayiaB*b apirlha eurtosiiy th autet' the ahaipal. Sba Amiiw baraelf i 
She remembered the circumstancea which far two drat of til In • HHe yaatibuki in Aront ef whieb i 
eonseeutiye nights had alarmed bar whan erdashag bun: d haupy MrtaH i^boao* material had onea | 
the passage ; and she could not possih^ reproio baru' u vMi telvatr but tfar entile dnpeiy wat 
the cold shudder of a auperstiliouf awe. new an Mfd,. aa taro, and ae taltate^ that it was 

Nearly half-an-hour had elapsed ainoe Zte a maiu wortbleaa ragi 11 aaamed aa if lha band 
•ought r ber ohamber— and abe was still seated at of a eMM migM tew it dow% ae iimey was ih 
her toilet'table without oommeBcing the aligfalert Jt waeed alewly trend fro with the wind whieb 
T)reparttion fur ’ retiring to real She- wat ibffing swept through mebapal | Wd now oneo tooie did 
into a deeper and deeper which all those strange sounds reaah tbnaarof Lady Oeta- 

that ooncemed berself, alt that coneemed OlariiM^ yian Maaadilb. It was eyidant that the wind 
as well as tbe legend aCtaebed to the Cha t ea u , wafted tbemt b«l rtill she mrt at a loiate con- 
ware blenitod--yee in Boeenfawd aad ittfompati eeirelbrir fearer 

hensihle jumble. Frtsentiy tbe idea gsaduaUy ^ bocdeakig upon anper* 

began to steal Into Lady Oetayian'i snnd that atitiout asH A|tt 0te atratabed forth her hand ta 
sttangJ* sounds ware being wafted to ber ear,— putaaWelboionrtaiBinerdertoanlertheointeiy. 
souada that were distinet from the dnit dismel A aoveam wat wall nigh boistkig from baa lipa 
moaning of the wind— soundt whieb no ewrent of wbea the behold what to bu a eeapfoef 

air in its guah through the peatage eouU poaalbly tall daikSguraa standing jurtwAMni but naaoond 
create. A feeKng of terror erept oter BhdP Cola- ghmea abewed' her that they wifO tuo auita of 
yiant abe listened wHb suspended brertb. . Tbe armour standing upright— one anrtakkinga lanoe 
soutt^ wore like the eontinnous meaniag ef a in a perpendiertar paalAw > and both barring a 
human yoioa,— now awelliug into a lender tlfthi of lifo-lflte appearanAk Thaae panepllaa waia in 

S -then sinkiag into the lowest and meat erery respart ptrfoeh fba oiaoraot tbebaknafte 
re wail. V^at eoutd it She tbeugbt were riaaed^ an thad It waa' easy to fomy tbe 
UClirine. But no-impos«iblet Thatwoeham* huaum wearaii weie wAhin those mslad nM 
bora were separated by tbe oM obapd, or oratofy ; auila. Tbe balsnrt% toe^ were auraMMiM sriAi 
and no notes of sorrow soundbg in Glairs room, plnmea^ and tbore waa aomalhiiig eminons aad 
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I Bwe-ioBpiriog in th# flaotionl«is Attitude oi thoae opening close bj. She looked back | and she ke* 

I ptDoplies. Indeed, for an instant Zoe could held a figure mufiled in a cloak, and wearing whal 
; searoelj direik herself of the idea that thej would seemed to be a low slouching bat Again did a 
either adTanoe towards her, or that a Toice would scream well nigh part from Zoe's lips ; and it was 
emanate from behind the barred arentayles of the a marrel that the light did not fall fr^mher hand : 
helmets. ^ but a second glance revealed to her the counte- 

Speedily recovering her self*possession, Lady nance of M. Votaey. He was standing in evident 
Ootavian Meredith approached the suits of armour, astonishment at beholding the Lady Ootavian 
and inspected them. She endeavoured to lift one there ; and she, feeling that ,her position was an 
; of the closed visors : but it resisted the force of awkward one, resolved to be candid at once. 

her delicate hand,— doubtless because the nails " Monsieur Volney,’* she accordingly said, ** ^eu 
I forming the rivets on which it moved, were com- are naturally amased to behold me in this chapel t 
pletely rusted in their settings. * Turning away but 1 beseech you to suffer mo to explain." I 

; these panoplies, Zoe advanced fortlmr into " I am certain," responded the French gentle- 

the chapel. It bore aU the evidenoei Of neglect i man, with that courtesy which he was always ao- 
Che walls were covered* with damp— the tall, slen- customed to exhibit towards Zoe, " that your lady- 
der, sculptured shafts which sustained the pointed chip can have none but a justifiable motive for 
roof, were green with mildew. Some of fie win- being absent from your chamber at this hour." 
dows were totally deficient in glass; and tiiia wind Zm at once proceeded to explain how her ear 
awept through them. At the forthar axCremity had caught a succession of sounds which had at 
was an organ, placed in a gaUery t but the yellow first alarmed her—and how, being worked up to 
, reed-like arrangemelht of the frontage waa ao dingy tan intolerable degree of excitement, she had issued 
with collected dust, and perhapa with damp %ke* from her room in the hope of ascertaining the 
wise, that the original vividam of Ita eofouring^ source <4 that which had filled her with apprehen- 
eottld no longer be discerned. A dilagpdated atair* aion. She went on to observe that she was un- 
case led up towards the gallery: but the balnatrade willing to disturb any one ~ and that, in all 
of bronae, elaborately work^ with beautlfol de- probability, if she had failed to discover the cause 
vices^ remained perfect^ though iittsrly dimnmd of those sounds, she dioidd have kept the secret to 
and disfigured by the encnuted mat. Tbfue were hwwlf. * 

several large picturea auqpended to the walla t the ^ Because," she added, " nothing makes a person 
frames were ruinefi— the canvaaa waa tern, or else appear more ridiculous than the confession of 
had given way with the effecta of ti|ne and negleeti having given way to superstitious terror." 
and the subjects of the paintings were unieeof- She then proceeded to explain how she had dis- 
. nisable. covered that the pipes of the organ were the 

I While gaaing about her, and holding up the sources of the sounds which had alarmed her. 

! light in the manper that would beat aid her In "1 agree with your ladyship," said M. Yolney, ; 
thia survey, Zoe perceived that a portion of the who had listened with deep attention to Zoe’a 
floor of the gallery had given way; and she could narrative, " that it is always better in such casea 
thus lookup into a part <2 the intern of the organ, to proceed to an investigation at once. But tell 
While thus gaaing in that diieotioai, Zoe heard the me frankly, Lady Ootavian Meredith," be oon- 
wind come rushing in througfrthe bfuken windosra tinned, flxfog his regards sorutinisingly upon her, 
with renewed /ocoe; and as it swept gustily into — "ia this the only souroe of alarm which you 
thaehapel, thMstrauga founds ware more audibly have experienoed ainoe you have been in the 
renewed then befisre. An idea atruak Zoei a Chateau F" 

light fluhed in unto bar mind idiaoompiehandid Zoo bluahed-'and for an instant looked oonfuaeds 
thocs sounds in to instant. They ware eanasd by hut the next moment recovering her self-possescioii, 

, the wind ruehing up through the dilapidated floor she said, " I will answer you frankly, M. Volney; and 
I of the gallery, uid passing through thd pipes of if lhad intended to suppress oertain ciroumscanosa 
, tha organ. Acoor^g to the guaty veriationo which I am now about to reveal, it was only ho- 
of the wind, so were the eoum produced,— cause 1 dreaded to appear ridieulcpii in your eyes." 

. oolepinly swelling or plaintively wailing; and thus ** Speak, Lady Ootavian," eaid the Aenoh gen- 
. the myeteiy wee explained. tleman, still regeHing her with a visible interest* 

I Zoe oottld now tflbrd to amile at the epprehen- end with a strong, even painful curiosity. 

; mon which had brought her forthtfrom her oham- Zoe proceeded to explain bow she had twice seen 
; bar; and she said to harsalf, "Doubtlasea^y fon^ a figure gliding rapidly andnoiselesaly along at the 
i in reepeet to the figure whioh I have twice seen extremity of the passage, and at about the came 
in the gallery, would be explained i|ith equal aasa hour on the two oonseoutive evenii^. 
if accident or reaeeroh were only to place me on " le your ladyship sure," inquM M. Yolney, 

< the right track. The eauees of thase euperatitious " that these were not the phantoms of mere imegi- 
I fears prove to be nothing more thaawmere natural nation, influenced by the knowledge of the legend 
I ones when their mystery is fotbomed— in the same atteohed to the Chateau f" 

I way that a ghost, with ita white extended ermi^ " It is possible that the second ooourrenoe might 
, aeen by the roadside of i dark nighl^ tome ottb, Ihushave been thereault of fan^," answered Zoei 
j when aroroaehed to be merely a eign-^t«" ^'although in my own mind I can scaroely arrive 
I Lady Ootavian Marodith began to retnee hit at such a conviotion. But that in the first in- 
waj thrmulkllti ohapel; and onos more didebe stenoe it waa quite otherwiao, I can positively 
i find heiiimP fo the violnege of the two autle of affirm, inasmuch as it wu not until the following 
amnour. now pesaed them without the slightest moming I became cMuainted with the legen^p 
, dreld} end ehe wee about to draw baok the eur- when one of my maids waa aeoidenteUly led to 
I liiB^when she waiitartledby asound aaof adoor narrate it." 
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poAllToly •1iarg«d my daughter ee weU it 1 to me lome evil-iAtenthmed ladividual might 
the lerfante,'* said K. Yoln^, " not to make that hare g^ into the Obateau. night being 
legend the lulijeot of their idle goenp in reepect to windy and unueiudly bleak for the maeon of tho 
dther your ladyship or your own domestics t for year, 1 enreloped myielf in my cloak^-seeu^ a 
though I bad* too high an opinion of gonr intellect, brace of pistols about my person— and prepared 
Lady Octarian, to imagine fur a moment that such to issue forth to make the round of the pro* 
a tale would at all disturb your equanimity— yet mises. As you are perhaps aware, there is a stair- 
1 was less certain in respect to your maids. For the case at each extremity it the gallery $ and doors 
minds of those who lue only partially educated, are at the bottom of thofs staireases. 1 descend^ 
are more susceptible of the influence of superstl- the stairs of that extremity where I had seen the 
tions terrors—*' form : the door at the bottom was locked, as usual, 

'* I will candidly inform you, M. Ydney,** said but a general pass-key which t hare about me at 
2oe, ** that it was the gardener who acquainted my ones opened it. 1 went forth i 1 made the circuit 
maids with that legend : but I beseech you not to of the building t I eould ^tinguish no rigns of 
visit him with your displeasure.** any burglarious entry. I ^urned by a privAe 

"And you saw that form while as yet ignorant staircase opening into this cnapel, and the door of 
of the legend P** said M. Yolney in a musing tone, which it Jost behind that ihrther suit of armour* 
and with a strange darkness of the looks. "Then You may eonceiTO my asmiishment on beholding 
I myself could not possibly have been deceived 1** your ladyship here.'* 


"What mean youP" inquired Zoh quickly, as Zee had listened with the deepest attention to 
well as anxiously. * his narraiiTe,— a narrative which appeared most 

"What appearance had the figure P*' asked M. > materiaHy to confirm her own belief that what 
Yolney, without heeding Lady Octavian's ques- she had seen wis very far from being a delusioD. 
tion. * Tbcf# mti a idlenee of some minutes^ during whioh 

"I saw it but dimly,’* rejoined her ladyship $ both-heratlfoand M. Yolney were buried in pro* 

* and whatever it might have been— I mean If fbu&d tbe^htt but it was at length broken by 
it were some real living ^intruder— J could not that genlleiBimi,— wlm spid, " It is imposes. Lady 
conscientiously deolye upon my oath in a Court Oclatian. we m blind ourselves to the frict that 
of Justice that the description, as it was frdn||y we have indeed sseu something. But it were use- 
impressed upon my mind, is the accurate one. less to inspire ethers beneath this roof with any 
But it certainly seemed to me to be the form of a apprehsnsioiisj Such 1 have already asosrtained 
tall man, of slender fi^re— young too, I shonld to be your ledyehipTa own considerate ideai and 
think— and apparelled in dark garment!. My ear Iherelm I naad not soggeetthat we keep silent on 
ceught not the slightest sound of a footfall on thasa pointa.'* 

sither oocaaion ; and thus, whsn aftsr the first Boa readily gavS' 1C. Yolney an aianraiioe to n 
ooourrenoe I heard that legend whioh reproeenti ilmllar edfrot; and thay aeparated. But when 
how the unfortunate Lenoir is eupposed to ^de Lady Ostavian onea more found herself alone in 
with his shoeless feet through the paessges of this her own Chamber, the esperieaoed a renewal of u 
Chateau, 1 was osrtainly struck with a stmge supeistitiotts terror, which ds^pito all her wfforte 
feeling,'* she eould noteast oA At length, lehamod of her- 

" Yes— etrenge, moot otrangel** muttered 1C. celf, die retirid to reels but when deep stole upon 
Yolney : and then he looked deeply perplexed. her eyei^ her oreama were haqnt^ by tho 
"And you yourself,** eaid.Zoe, again in anxioua stealthily gliding form of the murdered Lenoin— 

inquiry, " have some reaion '* by hideous ebapei^ uncouth and terrible— by soito 

"Your ladyship has been candid with m^** of armour marihiiig majestically befbre bar mental | 
interrupted the French gentleman i " I will be visioB, their plumes waving ominoasly above their I 
equally candid with you. Listen, Lady Ootavian I helmets. And then, too, it appeared to her that 
Never until this night was 1 in the faintest degree the organ in the diapel wu pouring forth its full 
affeoted by that legend. Indeed, 1 have very tide of luguMmi a^ mouradhl humony— awell* 
rarely thought of it dnoe the first day— aome five ing at len^ into a toirifio volume of sound, whicli 
yeeri back— that it was eomiganicated to me. rolled its awAil diapason through the entire build- 
But to-night it is diiforent 1 1 was ascending ing. When Zoe awoke^ the light of the refalgenl 

from my study to my own chamber, when me- eon was etraaming in at the windowst the wind 
thought that at the end of a passage I beheld a had completely gone down i the heavana wero 
form— Just as you have deeoribed it— and in exact clear and baautifrdi and the olksate of that 
eorreepondenoa with the euperitituMis details of tfie Pyrenean region was as serene, as warm, and aa 
legend. Not however that I ptreeived the eoun- genial aa Zoe Jiad at first known it 
tenanoe of that form t it was mersly the figura • 

itself; and it was gliding along noiselessly aa if — 

with ihoelesa feet- as you yoUrself have Just ex- i 

plained it. I was staggered t methoughl it was OHAPTEBOIY 

an halluoination t I pss^ mv hand serose my 

eyes ; and when I lo^ed again, the figure waa VBI PEBOXFXom 

gone. I proceeded to my chamber, endeavouring • 

to penuade myself that it was mere fancy on my Wbiv Lady Ootavian Maredith met M. Yoln^ 
parts but the idea haunted me. I lepaived to and Clarine at tiw bteakfoat-toblsb aha peneived 
the gardener’s room, to assure myielf that' it eould that the oountenanoe o' the former was mn§ pale^ 
*not have been that man thus roaming stealthUy more haggard, and more oare-wom than she had 
about I I entered— ho was sleeping soundly— 1 as yet seen it» and that Clarioe's eheeka had like- 
letivad wilj|M>ttt awakening him. Then it ooourred | wise loel their colour. She herself wie pellid 


OHAPTEB OlY 


VBI PEIOXFXOm 


oiTncom. 


and nmali indiaf oiad», thoouffh litfHif. pifod ae 
tcoubleda.Bigbtc thera. wm litUa caaaeraaAiom— * 
and BO ona aakad tlia oauM the vthm warn 
dttlL Dottbtlaaa Voloap fancied tbab tiia oa»< 
▼amatioa wbioh ba had with hia dauihheRiiiihia 
fltudj 04a iha pvaoe^ng eT'enini^ had aflklad her 
apiUa: but &e attributed her fiiendViaaunidi)- 
naia.to bar knowledge of all thoea npetaaiaa whiah 
ao. intinatal j regarded has liia 

InuBoadiatelj after breakfaat,, IC^^daap. ^uittadi 
the room; and tba ladiaa waiailaft talhaB^^faf* 
2 oa at once proposed that thep ahoiikl gw feath to 
wmlkt for aha thneied that the ftesh ida and the 
obeerfiil aspect of natiua would haaa^ a. kaaltbAil 
iuSbiMQB oyet herself, and would tend tw kipaoaa 
the epirite of her firiehd Glanoo. Medanaiaatte^ 
Volnej at onea aaaeatedi and lhaj want fiiith 
togpther* 

Wherefore, my. dear frian^'* aakad ladf 
Octamn, *^do you not. andaavaua ta* aaraMoat 
this melancholy whiah haa> taken paaieeeioBi ci 
you? BdUcTa me^ dear danne^ yaai lithea aan- 
not fail ehortly to paraeive-~-'* ^ 

** 2 oe/* hiterr^tad Kadeaioiaatta ^oIom mdr 
denly, and ipaeking ae it wdtk aatraaga wild.fiiit 


denly, and ipaeking ae it wdtk a atnagf wd.fiiit 
of Minif, ** you know^— 01^ you know not hoar 
waetehedly unhappy 1 amT* 

‘*Iknow itt-mp sweat fiieudt?* laepondad IKady 
Ootawian. in a deeply aompasaioDatmg Um$% ^aad 
1 need not aeeuia you. that yon ^paieaei mp 
wasmaat. sympathy. But for yawom aak^and 
that of your father— ** 

Boer intaicuptad wit&‘ paadbaMlaH 
▼ehemenoe, **you do not undantand Mi U.yan 
only knew ilU’* 

<*iUaTaiial my dear frMi** An^Oalftr* 
▼ian;. ** it tbaia. anything that- yam Juwwaowaaiad 
from map Yas^jaa*-! peaNift HI— tbMla 
aomatfaing more than, what I a laead y hnwyaind.; 
that, is making yon thus mignahlirf WiHeb” 
contioiiid Iwdy Oitarianmy iaiiafid|f^<*if Ihm 
be aught in. wjiich yon re^HBa tka antnaaiaf n 
friend I bpa ea ch. yoa la maka m« yonr* aoiA- 

I” 

**Yae— I will— I ougfitr laii COaMi^ new 
fobbing aiotantlyf and ter. n £ti» miMPta wiingiiig 
bar. hi^ ae if with ftantia 0M "You know 
not half my wi e trihednaetl idL thal,yondk^kaoiR 
is anrely enough to aaoount for a worid al miiiay ^ 
but my kaart holds aaangh ta fill Ib^ enlirai uni^* 
Taraa I” 

■* Good haenreue I wkat words ana thaaa lo.aoma 
from your lipiwClariaaP’* aaid 2oe^ **Xai»fri^itear' 
—yon. taiatfy mal. 1 haeaaob. yanka taliafa ma- 
fjraoL thia asual auspinae: tot baiiefor nm^^h.! 
beUaTf raSttClaniia^ thn finendehipr I en t e rfa in.fcr. 
you is aa great aa if wa had knom aaph othar fee 
.years instead of weeke 1'* « 

Mademoiselle Vobey bad all of a sudden grown 
«alin : she bent a look of ineffable gratitude upon 
Lady Octavian Meredith.: tbao abn tioil bar hand, 
and presiad it to her boaom. Tbay walked on fer 
gome minutes in sileaai^— Clarian buried in pro* 
found refleetion>-Lady Ootapian burning to be-< 
come aaquain ted. with bar beloewd feiandfatsoaM 
of angmeht pati^ daring to put iuothac gnaation 
on the aulgidk Dkay had wolkad in n diiiatlom 
wkieb* mhfm tagatkai^ thif hadnem bapyanad to 
takn. hatqiai it wai on one of thoaa ala^wfafeh 
grad^/,aaeeud into the mountainoat ontakiate af 


tka PysBiMN r nod all af a naddant thaypanne upon 
tha briok of a deep yawning okamu 

**ikwwa kamr ahniakid forth GBfekii( at nk*. | 
roptly antahiug kea Iriend Zaa l7»tbt avm.aho 

hakhkirbHk. • I 

Lady^OuinaianlifiBawlith wns* fer mofo atartlod 
with Gla0M8.tonwnnd muma, Ihaaiasaarhythw 
feebof findingr hasaalt on tkOTiigwa^thck ahyaa : 
beotiiw them mao a law pabag feaemg it«-«id 
theeefera nothing fiao dat^roua to-pmaat tba 
inatantaneous reoorery of her praaanaa af maud 

"What do you myt dsaw finendP" aha 

aakad;: " what>dnyairna|iLb^anyiag that it waa- 
ilereP” 

Clarine apoke not a. woad— but lad the wvy toh 
wards n little knot of tiaea higher up the slope, 
and at about a diatanea of two hvudred yarda from! 
the ravine oa tbs eaoavpad lida of wbioh they had 
ao anddanly halted. Beaaath the ahada of thoaa 
traea tba lodile. aaite dasvn; and CJarine, looking 
I towards the ohaam, heaved a profound aigh and 
auvnnwad^ "It waa there.!** 
f Zoo said nothing, bui looked anxionaly in Made* 
moiielle Tclney'a face, at the same time proasing 
Smt hand to aaaurs bar in advanowaf whatMaver 
(aympaMiy might properiy bs yielded to the tsfe 
Mff afiliatlon aha waa-ahous ^ talL Sbr that it sewa 
m lalac of woa wbide wan prayntlj toisMa flmu 
I Ma^jMieaUa Volnay'a lip% Baa oouid not poaaibiy 

I "Liatam to mat my dean friend,’* said Oltrina; 
I'^'and I will tail yon everything— y^ I wiU tell 
jyoB. svarythingr I wid faiiove than awoharfad 
tkaart ol minai Although my Kfe wna so lonely 
yak waa^ H happy enaugh for aesavil yearo— 
.bnaama- aaiaa< war ihm a dfepositioii' wbioh aoiild 
{readily adapt itaalf to alt civeamstanoas; and 
.baamaTar it waa euGciaat fim lan thnk my fethev 
ithanght fit to eattla aur ahidaeg-placa in thia 
mnighhourhood. My moeie, my hooka, and my 
raminddasy ar othae naadlowiMik,, aarvad ta wile 
away mueb of 1x9 time. It wm vaiy rarely in* 
dead Ikatmy father kiaitad) me to walk out with 
ihim; and when I took aomiaiaa hymyaslf, 1 was 
frequanUy in tka habit, of bringing with ma a 
bo<^ winch I wanld akhar ta^ while walknig 
*along^ or alas I wnnid aeat myaalf insoiiie ahadn 
like thia to atody ito pagan en>my Uiaura* Ooo 
day— n few monlho ago— my fether said to tati 
I that ha- feared I must azpaiiMioe tka mnnetanono 
lonalinaae of tba kip £ wow landing; aaid h» weluab 
ftasRad • peooaiae to pmaira mat aoma aligiblo 
fanaria aompaaiouhspt I waetnrjoMlakhif hind* 
.noai***k«taaaasedhiimtthnt 1 mao perfectly eos t ne t 
ta lisa in. tkn wig! Milk bast aoited Inn awAtnataa 
^andfhabiH Ha aawirthalaMrsaitiratad hia intan* 
'tioa toadopt tba iHBsns of.affofdbif mo aoma Uttlo 
ebaagsioe sacnantfen- Aftar* tfaio intatviaw 1 m- 
flheted xnnob an whafc my fethnt had aidd; and I 
wan pfemad ni tkn idam i mmamker that tba* 
vary dny lUlownpg— *Okl how oould 1 anas* 
fSigat that dly I Ismokttodale inddibly gnmen 
onmf mamoryF* 

Hast MadamotiaUa. Yolnsy pausad At a few 
imhmtmp— dmdng wbinla aha lafieatnd prafeaiDdlyi 
.andi than abooontinoad iio tha fellnwiog etrsM t— 

"It wui nn.tks dap nftm that aonfotaatlsn, a 1 
.ksTO jnik aaid^ that ! maia foatb to taka my uaual 
.eMraisis. I banaght a hook with mo; and X 
.roaaendimtliiodfeBetion* Xho beak Mmkl brought 


m m§Tmam 4m warn ik>vbt. 


loa 

wm m X lAd "pttdhmd on 4ii9 invfioutdAj k< hkaioii Meomift «f « danger tbnt n«i paated* I 
the TiHage. It waa Lamartine’a /e 0 e^->a hciatt* «maide8ad itibat dUia who bad vesened m$ Igona 
thfbl poem, wbrnotariaad (bgr •tbo moat (tonchiog daatmotiaiiHid alight Aopaaffer hia adiioaj jjmI 
fMithea «a waUwadaterapirBed with daeaviptuma of ,2 paamML do ihllpw it JBeeidea. mj thoaghta 
bowiMd weennp that at tfanaa enehant amdiat mn aU fai mmk aaoMon that I had not tha 
ethiia eret^dwa the ao«l 1 baoMM ao dae]il^ «•<; pa«par Ip dalibacata aalmlf iwith myialf. We 
tsiaatad in tba'^h»ia«i 1 andked akmg, that X paatad^-ind vm nlpiniliig to the Chateau^ I did 
pefoetred apt the dHgMd/pari toaraida wfai^ I. imp tat to ooaa|MBe ipp taouhled Miaga. JkCp 
araa adranatog. iA of • aoddea-iiarhilejmywpea: ihthardadaDt aotwm bane tiU the dLaner-hoart 
were rifotedi^Mn the hoafc, amd I had ao ibeaglil i he waa wearied aad ill^he had evidenU/ beea 
for enjthiag taidea 4ta dbaoMig, liaeting :iii» etadiig l»--«ad thna tf Ihad eiperieiiyoed any 
tereat— I waa atartled hj « loud opiwatniagcnei tadtatiaa do get •aaatraw hi ^ adeiee of ap 
of taper. Bot It wee 4ao lata^or cather per h a pa unkfiowa deliTerar, mp taer^gtate of aiud and 
the oip talf aaeefeMtad tha miabiaf whioh it. M|p woaid taa aeadenid m i'hadieat do that 
•trore to prevent: for hounding Jarwardi with dha( waltaaMet aidvioe^ I dheiitai eeid aothingoDa 
aodden impraaeieii that Mmm peeil thMatawad moi 4ha eabjeet .Xrpf ta Ml dpsp or tbrea dapa .mp 
tan bebhkd, TfeU overibat praaipioa.'’ , tabar waa nantail to hie end to diafcraae 

** Ooed beaeaas, Clertoa ! ** fjeeuiaded Xadp< hiauader eta atoeametaaaaa with the reaaletion 
* Oetaivien, hoiriM at the bean idea.* of mp advonture, waa now totallp out of the gnea- 

''Yea— It M an too tniel” coattoaed ICada* ta|. I eentaad in atteadaaoa upra him; and 
neiaelle Vbhiep. -"I had advaneed toiearda a apot wta he wia faataied to .healdh again, it waa too 
when the railiag waa beekan awap : it baa aliM latoto pentloa thataidast.'* 
keen repaired. I fell over t but the oatotratobiag . "^Oaataltbe lrath» mp dear Olarine/' and fioa^ 
trunk of a tree growing forth from the eiha of the with a anmet aataohalp amilet " that hanaaeme 
ebaam, eaugbt me atat a doaen foaf helow die toragfto had ew <th.e oerp drat oocaaion obtained 
edge. YeamapcoiweivotbewtU tomrtatdUad la wallaa 

mp brain aa hmtgmg over the touakeftthattab dWtojaietaiMlf^ ‘ 

I leoked down into ilw foarfol goU; tag the **ld totoae^ b i l ta thatitia true,” reapoadad 
depth of whieb a etyam waa eddying mi. faml#g» Gtaidaea *ibr liiff iataga waa oonatantlp in mp 
But eueaour waa aigh. He whim waltaamit dbqmJbhi' ** whan^p mpaalf, I would 

waning bad pealed upon mp ear, lewmai himaaif hladh ai the Itaef lO Jaeeaaantlp tbinkfog of the 
dowa bp meaiaa af tbe voota groaiag out of ilha bgatamd oa atota e n ee whieb 1 had aean bending 
eidoef the proeipvm. I remember that aa I hmM emrmn whaa tattag taa mp atate of uaepn* 
u^awd aaar him haaghig above me, •■atahwd cmlp detawiam after up faaaao lirom that foightfiil 
bp thou flnul and unoertaia meana of eappta hbe fidL. jfoeartiilldaa, iiiiawioiy do 1 aiaura poa that 
dtameea whioh bad hefooe prevailed an flip wta fliKtlwaM ta ^^her’a 

brain ameiratod to a doiiiriog foaup. I dkl mot JdaouMg, I had mot the ellghtoat eaypaetatloo of 
iomadiatelp foiiit--hut I have leat the reeollaetiDB mealieg mp haadaome ankMwa delirarer. .had 
of the preoiae meaaa that warn adopted bp mpta pel wflWMtr It wai Ja gaitoa didarent difootien 
Iherer to aave me, and himMlf teo, foom ear tat «ta» am tat waoeunterad eaeh otber-*two 
parilouB poaiCieB. 1 hewevcr reeellect that When mtataptaw Ihtt apot whioh ia.aooloae bp the 
at length aafe en the firm land aHeve, I foM Into e eaine ^ .flip pmU end mp deUvaimnoa, Hia ep» 
BweoD. On elowlp omaiDg baek to oonaoiouflMaa, pramM tto Jfl a fflannar ia which kindnem and 
I ibuwd my deliverer hangfor over taa. Hfhaa I eoaabmp wme blaodaib m if be felt tha^oiroum* 
tell you, lee, that be ia the haitamrat itf mea^ ftaaaaa ta ftato ai on e ftiendlp footing, 
at leaat in my epaa-4ihat be ia gifted withwrare JJmeat ta rmf trat^aealioa waa wbetbar I had 
ivtellhranoe— that Ua mnanam are faanaating-* foltaed haifldtainfeapiot to mj fotbarf--tnd I 
that hia eenreraation haa ohaaan auoh aa X aever aaawaied that I hadt Wo waUiad togatber for 
ezperietteed befoi a ” about half aa haui^«-tha time flying to >guioklp 

**1 underetand pou, my evreet friend,** Mr> tbat it appeared to . me aa if we had on|p<been a 
mured loe moidafiMy i for aa it now piota to he few brief mioutea togethctr. When we were about 
a tale of love to whioh ibe waaethua lutaamg, ahe to aa pa r a t ^ he delioatelp hinted that X ought not 
waa moet paialullp reminded of that lore of bpr^ ^ mentioa onr aoqaaintanee to my father; 
wfakh bad et flrat been her jop bat bad uace fiwthwt if Idi^ Imaat neoeaaarilp nplaia .how it 
proved tbe aonroe of BO maahmiBe] 7 . oommanead, end than be would ebide me for 

* Tea, I love him*taa him puaiaaitelp 1** na- batiag hap^ matter aeoret at all. 1 have amd 
autaed Clariae, with a violent burat of fimling. that my delivaMr apohe with the ulmoit delioai^ 
^Bat 1 fovgot—I am wandaring freni the eon- of language ;*aBd it was also with a mingled ga- 
tinnoaa aeuttoe of mp aimthwl ICp deliverer .ireatp and diffidehee in bis tonei but naverthtaa 
knew who X waai he had been m ibia neighbour- a pang abet through mp heart— I ffU hurt— I 
hoed a dap er.twnprevioua to tbandwaituee which taald tvaaliave been indignant, ware it mw that 
tboithmw’Ui together ; and I gatbar^flfof m wiwt I jememhered that I owed mp life to him, and 
he aaid 'lhsll 1 had been pemted a«t to him. X that ha bad aa oiagnaniiaottilp padUed hia own to 
would aotfind woida to npaam mp gratitude for aaveit. He aaw wkaii 'Vto ptag ia mp mind < 
Hw eerviee he had leadmed manidha paaB of hia he even foohed pfoaaed-fea aeiaed mp hf^-he 
own life ; and X iaviled him to tbe CImlaandbait aaid that he eoaiptfhended tbe natucai dcltoaiqr of 
be wiglareememfiuher^ ttomki likewiae. But mp tfaenghta mid top eaaaa of piopnatp-he im. 
hedeolmedi aadia tbe gmtoat maamer he eaan- ptoiedme.tatohe ueota against ta for that 
bettad me net to Inform atf fothsr of what had be weald kia meaning and faia ol^ in 

happaBadf<-afgulito taltwaaneta brntahiageaetokeapthaaealof aiianeeiiytonmp 
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U|t. 1 asked for that explanation at onoat he ——I dreaded, yet I wished— I trembled, jet 1 
wished to postpone it until the morrow.' I then hoped !'* 

said to him, aa nearly as 1 can reoolieo^ the fol- " Tea, my aweat friend,’’ said Zoe, in a soft 
lowing words You have saved my life, Sir, and murmuring Toioe ) " 1 can understand you— Oh! 
you hare every claim upon my gratitude. Of that I can undwatand you 1 You loved^nd love is a 
gratitude 1 have the liveliest sense ; by t my own sentiment compounded of a thousand oontradio. 
idea of propriety must not be absorbed thei^— tions t it is thir eccentricity of the soul, as other 
nor the duty that 1 owe towards my father. If strange fantastic ways are the eccentricities of the 
you purpose to remain in this neighbourhood, and disposition or the manner. How oflen, when one 
we stand a chance of meeting again, 1 must lovei^ is the duty opposed to^the inclination l^how 
assuredly mention to my father the acquaintance often does a sense of delicscy and propriety urge 
which X have bad the honour to form.*— It was in one direction and the heart's tendency in 
thus that I spoke.*' another 1 But pray proceed, my sweet Clarine— 

** And you spoke wisely and well T* exclaimed and^sll me how progressed this love-affair— for a 
She, in a tone of enthusiasm. am delighted to love-affair it aasu^ly is !'* 
hear that such was your conduct, Olarine. It was "Several days passed, as I just now said,** con- 
dignified and becomings without the slightest tinued Mademoiselle Volneyi "knd my rambles 
sacrifice of that gratitude which you owed to the had been confined to the garden belonging to the 
saviour of your life.** Chateau. At length one morning, immediately 

" Yes—it was thus I spoke^** said Mademoiselle after breakfyst, my father gave me a bank-note 
Yolney ; ** and my deliverer looked dietroiied. for a thoueand francs— whiob, as you know, is forty 
He paced to and fro on the spot whirs we had pounds sterling of your English money— and he 
hdt^ t I began to bo alarmed the! I hid flUbn in ssksd ms to proceed to the village and pay one or 
with some unworthy character, eepeelally as I now two little bills which had just been sent in. I 
teooUeoted that he bed not even mentioimd his aooordingfy set out: I reached the village— and I 
name nor when he wm living, nor that busineis subsequently remembered that on the outskirts I 
had brought him into that neighboorhiod***^' Do took a fisw penes from my reticttle to give to a 
you^' he at length said, < insist upon knowing who poor woman who implorqd alms. Then I hastened 
1 amf— <I d(^'^ 1 answered, ^f them be fay ol^ and reached the first shop to which my errand 
chance of our meeting egain.*— Then he told me Ud met but on thrusting my hand into the reti- 
n tale of how he had been engaged in a mditical cule, 1 found that the bank-note was lost. I sped 
conapirMj— bow he had been dblig^ to nee from hsek to the spot where I had encountered the poor 
Pane— and how be had eonght" this distant and woman i but she was no longer there— nor was the 
secludsd neighbourhood in the hm that he might bank*note anywhere to be seen. 1 was sorely dis- 
d well unreeognM here for a Aw weekly whMe tceseed t for at that time I believed that my father 
bis influential friends in ths espilal exsrtsd all had rsally lost his property, and that hie means 
their interest to hush up the mattsr. Hs added ware vary limited: I therefore fancied that this 
that he was psraonaOy Imown to my father,, whom would be a very serious loss for, him. Beside^ I 
he had seen at PontabeUsau a few ytavs hash, feared that be Would oharge me with negligence ; 
when he was a ^outhi that tbsfifMl if and aitcgether 1 was much afflioted. Suddenly I 
I be now pfetented hisMolf to ay sirsb tha lailsf lo^ up on hearing aVootalep approsobi Claude 
would be a nd p Dg erlng his own safety by fpt eur* ^nmn etood before me. I was seised aith oon- 
I tendering him up to justice* Pinally hO laShraid ibfion* In a voios of gentle melsneholy— at if 
me that his name was Clauds Mssioni that hs .plsadiag for permission to address me —be inquired 
was a gentlsmsa of wealth and enesUsnt'fMsily i ths causa of my tribulation. I scarcely know in 
that he had no doubt hie friefids would 'Aortly what hurried or bewildered words £ explained the 
aucoced in smootl^ down the temporary dUlsiil- oeeurreneei— *Tbe wind,* he exclaimed, * blows to 
ties which besot his path ; and be tbertbio threw Uiis side of the road ; and you, Mademoiselle, seem 
himself completely on my mercy.'* to have been searching on the other.’— Then he 

" And what response did yon aiske, my dair hastened in the direotion which hs had indicated j 
Olarine P" inquired Zoe. and suddenly returning towards be, he said, * Bs- 

" I at once assured him,** replied Madeinoiadli hold the note. 7 will not avail myself of the little 
I Vo]n^,"ihat not for worids would I do aught servioe I thus render you, toiutrude any louger 
that should injure ^a hair ofhisl|pad| that there* on your presenoe^*— Thus speaking, he hastened 
bia I wo^ keep profoundly secret bis praaenoe away. I felt pained and grieved at the abrupt- 
in the neighbourhood, as well as sU he had just ness of hit flight 1 1 blamed myself for having 
bean telling me ; but that inasmneh as I must of I spoken too severely to him when lul we mat 1 1 
neeessity, under eiroumstancef^ reidain silent even began to fancy that my oonduot was altogether 
to my own fsther, it would lA the height of im- tinged with bgratitude. I sighed profhundly : 
propriety on my part to oonverae with M. Claude and again to confess the truth, dear Zoe, 1 wished 
Masson again. Such were the te/ms in which I that he had lemainad. However, I held in my 
spoke ; and then, with a aalutation which I after- hand the ]>aBk-ttote; and X prooa^ed to execute 
wards fancied to have been too coldly distant to- the commissions entrusted to me by ray father, 
wards one who had saved my life, 1 hastened awi^. But ts I was issuing from one of the shops, 1 wac 
Some days passed ; and 1 purposely avoided geing accosted by the poor woman whom I had previously 
out for'iRMr of meeting M. Masson. And yet, relieved | and she inquired if X had lost anything P 
, dear But you will blame me for my w^- I asked her what stie meaut : she repeated the 

yet, X lay, in toy heart, did 1 long question:— a strange idea struck met it was ao- 
W behold hiffl again 1 Can you understand these companied by a sensation as if X were experiencing 
dpntcidiotory sentiments P I feared, yet I longed a ciadden fright* Xn terms as eonloisd asthoae in 
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wMoh I had ara no# ipokeii to Gbuida IfanoDi 1 
faltered out •omathing about a bank-opta for a thou- 
sand franes. That poor but honest wonuu at once 
praiantad me with the note 1 had lost^ and which 
I immadiatelj peroeiTod to be slightlf of a diffarant 
oi^ar from that which M. Masson had plaoad in 
mj hand. 1 eannot dasoriba the fealinga which 
aaiaad upon me as I took that notai and it was 
not until 1 had obserred that the poor woman 
began to regard me somewhat sospieiousljf that I 
regained mj self-possession. Than I placed a 
liberal reward in her hand— and hurried awaj. 1 
was stru^ bj the generoait j of Claude iCasson'a 
conduct— a generoait/ too that was blended with 
so muoh delioao / 1 for little« doubtless, hadhe anti- 
cipated that the real note which was lost wo^Od 
cfer be restored to mj hand. But, Ohl to think 
that I now laj under a pecuniar/, obligation to i 
him I* It would hafo been huasUiaUng, were it not 
that there wu something in the wa/ in which ^ I 
' BTa ddi— fooBTB smM. » 


transaction took place that presenled me fron 
feeling mj pride to be humbled. And, after all, 1 
'could restore him the note I But I knew not 
where he lired | and I dared not— for mj promis# 
sake, and with dul regard to Olaade's safetj— 
name the inoideat to m/ father. What was 1 to 
do F 1 must meet him once again : na/, more— 1 
must purposel/ throw mjself in his waji 1 must 
seek an opportunity *to enoounter him. And 1 
dill so. For three or four da/s 1 rambled eeer/* 
where about the neighbourhood— but without 
seeing him. At length, one afternoon, we sod- 
deni/ met at the angle of /onder grofU which /ou 
see, m/ dear Zoe, about hi^ a mile to the right of 
the Yillage-ohuroh. 1 had flattered mjself that I 
should hsTO been enabled to address him' with 
cahnness and flartitudex but now that the instant 
Ibr putting me to the test had come, all my self- 
possMsion abandoned me. I was flail of conflisioa. 
Claude Masson took mj band and gaaed ovnmity 
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upon mj countenance.—* Little aa ^ e are ao- 1 ** And where did Claude Maiaon live all this 

quainted/ he said, in a Toice that wu soft and I while P'* inquired Ladj Octanan lieredith. 


low,*lfeeluif Ihadknownyouforxnanjfinanj **At a cottage about four milee distant— at 
long years.*— For a few instants I had abandoned least so he informed me»** answered Clarine. '* Ah I 
him my hand, unconscious of what 1 was doing: I yo» any oonoeive the precautions which he oon« 
now snatched it away : but I was (rembling 7io« staally took to awoid meeting my father or any 
lenily. Then— more instinctirely than because 1 one w&o might chaact to know him 1 And I too 
actually remembered the object for which I had had to take pMoautioni in joining him at our 
sought this meeting— I drew forth the bank-note trysttag-placeai but thap were not so very dilQ- 


and proffered it to him. He started— he blushed— 
he saw that his generous stratagem bad been dis- 


osdt— my father aavev asked me whither I was 
gotttf nor where 1 had been t he seemed to take 


covered. 1 faltered out words of thanks t— how no note of my aotbns. And sometimes!, dear Zoe, 
could I do etherwieeP— and I kiiiv Ml how it when i reflected on all tins^ 1 thought to myself 


was, but 1 
side on the 
ing to the 1 
in my ear. 


by his that my father 


Bseieatly found myself OMied by his that my father was idasuy iUimitahle confidence 
Mk IJtol dcirts tltofiMnc^ and listen- in mw, and that 1 wae betn^fing ft- Bui than, on 

mgaol tovai^ikfo he wat b a sath ing the other head, X persuaded myself that this very 

le tohl ma thab ka had man me oonfldance on my tother*# pari waa as much, as to 


every day since Inst war mei— ihae ha had followed ebandon ma to tha diseretionary power of catering 
me at a distaaea^ asnient tw ehtofik * glimpse of for my own happiness. 1 have no doubt that you 
my form— mid that he hii tofesia ome 1 ahoidd look upon such an idea ai the moat miserable 
not perceims 1 waa ttaun follawai. 01i» aB: the sophb^ on my parts but if the love which I 
tender thtogs ha said tome I— yto la lang}ag|faBO e^rieooe be the same aa the Love which is felt 
delicate— in t e rm s io regfotowitm am Itodwi manly by others I am convinoed that it is in the very 
frankneas^ that it waSi foapossilll 1 eowldf fed aaiurei of love itself to suggest expedients and 
offended 1 Bdt all lhailfma mj^Mtomafain even oenjare up argumente that are in precis# 
aort of whirli and I haA m poMPCf aslto dhll- accordenaa wilk ifea own views^ or cireum* 
beration. 1 know not hair'wi ifllfsdl Hmf* stanean** 


added Clarine, bendiaf dim bar 


la troc^ Clccine,*^ aaid Lady Octanaat 


nance, *'l remember thaiphlto ha^be io ag)th MdJ'^ihnvaiM of nature spefifca a i 
implo^ me to be thers afl tha ssm hoarwatfteil versa! language through thamedi 


efifcs a common and uni* 
thamedium of tha haari*s 


following day^ I did nob aafonr. Uto-l anMI 
him to understand thnl hfgt.asBftoit wniii ha 
granted. It waa aat unfit I wto ugiito nh tha 
Chateau, and in mind amahambig mb Chili • 
right comprehenmsn at unpy thing that hiftMm 
place. Then— X mnst mildly mAm. tha -tontlt 
— whataoeras MfMta I miifto have eipwimikai 
the oourae X waa p n ian fag unknowmto mg flMhato 
wire abeorbed to the dilfiona aensaef Mhgami 
being beloveA Ton ang thal I mMtog; 
you evsrythtog^Inm ip ashl ng with flmiminnii 


candour— I nm unbosoming myself maghlshrlwkn 
unto you. Oh! da yon^not think t mm umfittm 


*iOne day,*^ continued Clarine, ** my fother told 
ma that you would probably beeosaa my com- 
panion for a whila; and to oonfcm the truth 1 waa 
at firatmora vexed than pleased— though I did my 
best to appear grateful to my parent and to aeem 
aalp; M at tha arran^ment that he waa making 
with. .0 bail of motives on my befanUL I wee 
told that you weta an invalid : I thought therefore 
that yon woddjjha much in your own ohambor, 
and that 1 ikpuld atill find leisure to meet him 


**Procoed, dear CSariae,** .said Lilfr€etoviaBi| tntoleve. Yes, dear Zoe 


toaoma so deaf to me. You arrived at 
mmt and 1 immediately eoneeived a 
i.for you— a friendship which has ripened 


'* proceed— and let me bear tha resnlt.** 


At ihii inatoiit^ Hademoieelle Volney stopped 


*' After that meeting,'* resumed Mademoiselle short; and Lady Ootavian Meredith instaota- 
Volney, **we met frequently- frequently : yet on neously comprehended wherefore: for M* Volney 
each occasion 1 thought to myself that 1 was doing was approaching from the distance. 


wrong— very wrong! But, akfl love exereftad *'He means toaooost us,” ^id Clarine after a 
its ipoU like influence over me; and I could not few instants* pause. “I must compose myself 
command the courage which was requisite for say* — — Anothjsr Umc I wilt finish my narrative.'* 
ing tbn word that was to pronounce our separa- 
tion 4nd then too^ mj deaC Zoe, 1 must not — 

forget to observe that Glands Masson was oon- 

* stantly assuring ma tha time would soon coma CHAFTEB CV. 

when concealment anddlsguisa be no longer 

neceesary— when ha would Aa enabled openly to IBB gawby I9 ins cbaibav. 

proclaim his presanoc in that district and make 

himself known to my listhar— afid that then be M* Vqbbxt approached bis daughter and Lady 
would raveal hUlofa for ma and claim my band. Ootavian s and he offeredto eeoort them either for 
You see, dear ft waa n driicious dream in a ooQtiuuiation. of their wolk, or back to the 
which I was ccadMr-n ataUi of exiateoca sq di& Chateau.. Zoe, to whom the ohoioe was eipeoially 
forenifrom that whieV I bad bean iatoljr leading addreiie4'deeidpd upon the latter: for ehe was 
—so new to me, that to hare returned to the faarfol of rambling' too far. During Che walk 
menotony.ainl the solitude of asgr former mode of homeward, it waa evident that M. Voln^ atrovs 
lifcb liow#. hare been the desCsuotion of iqy to oonverM in a gyyer strain than heretofore, and 
happtoeai4 A* would hava bean aukadal to le* that he soaght to make up by present attentions, 
spM to my epto haarh Tkoa weak! pssssd, for any remismss on that seora of which ha had 
away— — ^ been previously guilty. 


mmai <m vam coma. 


'te Miiirtog OMeaa, iL ¥oh 0 y iid aol 
finstantaneooaly repair to hia atiidj: bat ho 
Moiiiod in tt9tdnmiaff-xcom't§ oomrevae utth hia 
langhtar nd Aie. iSe naked tbamdo|>)apn|Km 
tira |iiaao->*dia fp(A» aaMi m amaanai dag raa lof 
tender kindne,ti to Clarine—be waa orideatip 
Miiainf alao to render bhnaetf aDoabla ta 2oa. 
•Vbere eDttld4>a41ttla flanbt ahat tbU wm tharaauAt 
dfn veaoWe mbaiek faa.ted adapted, amd aridah 
eofoattofe airiaen ftem the aodcotian that&t waa 
Ma -dncy to eaoiidca bla wwn IbeKoga aamawbat 
ffbrtba aake of othara. BaaidBa, ba bid^iioiniaad 
K)haewd that tn fituie lia ahculd think taaa af baaa- 
adlf and noae of her ttum be bad paefiooBlj dona. 
In'thewftamoon the warthj^ riMa g e y naat aaBad.} 
end on being asked to itay to din^ ha aoe^plad 
tbe ineitatton. He 4id not taka hu departnn 
until ten o'oiuok in the ereningi the naual paaiod 
fn retiring to raet aoun nftarwaada Aiired | and 
thus the ladies had as yet found no opportuni^ 
of venewing that diaeoima whieh hnd bean inter- 
mptedintbe morning. 

Bat now that Clarine had determined to rnnkan 
eoufldanie of Lady OcUfian Bfieveditfa^ •aha* ex- 
perienced an woxions yearning to completo the 
Diirratire which she had commeneed wndto ^ptoie 
her friend in fall poaaeiaion of all Iha alma* 
ntancea irfaioh regarded he^ lorawnd him uka wda 
its object. IThcreforef eo aoan m K. TataMp M 
TCtired, Ctorina aaid to Lady Ootaviaih '^df. 7 el& 
do not feel any particular inclination to seek poir 
^cfliidh immediately/ coma 'to my chmater, dear 
£uo, for half-an hoor ; ward I will womdado tbe 
history which my fatimr'a preaence interrupted Id 
the moroiog.** 

Boe at wneo aigniCed iior mdinaaa to eempiy 
with this regoest, whibh 'waa indeed 'qtd||y|n ao- 
ecrd&nce with tbe prumptinga of ber own f 

and abe added, ** 1 will drat diamias tnj maidm 
the night, and in a faw mimitea t wiHji^ yoahu 
your (kamber.” 

The ladiea now temporarily 8eparated,—iapdlr- 
log to their own rooms. Zm diapenaedwith tho 
attendance of the maid irheae turn it waa towinlator 
unto her; and thortly after the abigail had teUMil, 
eho iiiued forth ftom her chamber. Ai tbut very 
iuBtant aho beheld a foRn—^he form Of amair— 
emerge from tbe door of the oratorio ; and «t IbU 
sudden apparition a cry of terror thrilled from 
Lady Octavian'a Ijpa. She staggesed as if about do 
fall ( thn individual whose preaence had thua startled 
her, and who for a single instant had stood utterly 
irresolute bow to act, bounded forward and caught 
her in his arms. 

*'For heaven's sake, eompoae yourself I” ke 
said in the low quick voice of iotomeat anxiety. 
Campese youraeU, I bcaeedh you T 

At that moment Clarine ruabod forth ftam her 
cLambor ; and clasping her bands in wild terror, 
ahe aaid in a hasty excited whisper, ** Ob, thie im- 
prudence— this madLoia, after aU that Z kave 
written to you 1*' • 

But now wnother door opened .higher «p the 
paasage ; and M. Tclm^ bnrriad forth with a 
light in his hand. A piercing Mekhnrettoom 
the lips of Clarine— and she M aenseleto upon the 
floor. Zoe— DOW completely reoorered from her 
own ahnrm— ^ong forward to wise her fUend up t 
but the was anticipated hj fbe atranger who bad 
emerged from tbe obapol—— though a stranger we 


m 


can eoaroelj call hiai inaamuch na Zoa had by thla 
time ooaglotUMd tiuit koamild be none other thou 
Olaade Haasoo, -And who but ho oeuld bare so 
tenderly raised iip tho inonfanato foam of Hade- 
aaaaaeUo Yolnty ?•— who bat ho could have gased 
with luoh diep anxiety on bar marble oouutenaooe, 
and then flung oaohdopsaeatingfODtiaatiDg looks 
towarda her htbar f 

.But what wards eaa teiet .tbagharUy horror 
whiflh tho nottatenaiioe of IL Yblncp himself dis- 
played as he'Stqpped.ahortJnat outaido the threshold 
wf hii ownohonte P In if toanaiixod to tko spot, 
heigaaadiniirkhttolooiiitainntto vpon this aoane. 
Tho tighO wtM ho bald d& hki han^ appeared to 
be iUnfrtinating tiio j|bhtoiitonf.^o corpse, so deadlys 
pale waa bb-Ntnntiiy white wtootualipn Zoe waa 
4uuriM,i0 tiW'WWDatimo that the wil too much 
bowiUwrodilbr doMbiiate taflaetion. 

All of a sudden it npiptaiad at if 3C. Tolney re- 
eofcclflldawtif-poaisitittu far bo advanced olowljr 
towaodolhniipotin flmiit of tbo ahapel-doore ; and 
'|e aaid wltbmfltolD'awUM^ "fYkot.meana this in- 
traaion borafl^. 

**Lot OkiitrOtii botold-yH kt it be proolaimed 
talODiar'Driift borwhownrouftpoi^fliBhis arms 
4ho^mttt ti«Wmto*lBOto«f Claris "1 love your 
dangTitli^ toohtojMl .odoBO hml She lores 
•uto an wtnml |fcr 'Jtowran'a nako let your uni- 
roMBi^ OMito tesaairiomoi'* 

^flbo Jovoa yonf^' mMmBd M. Voloey, with a 
sort of teirlflataitf that had wildness^ horror, and 
tmnawnfUtoeaaittlakaoaadte. ** Wretched Claiine I 
ari otebad .BaWaato1**^*"wnA opciagtog forward, he 
*toni kii dawghiar,DO if flmntioaUi, from tho Via- 
•omWlaiiUM^ . 

iiVtoW niwratolioD hid>i^ mado to Lady 
(Vitoalnai liTninrlitira iwf f dande Hasson waa none 
otii^thao thoTiaoountDtlorme;. and how munh that 
nwa»mhiai|to i iny<tOitoim*wwi wow auddealy cleared 
0^1 'Hair NMnaki dptov waa tall, ateader, >and 
jsymnnstiMIpfltnaMlf aaghawe eliowad «Zoe that 
wrar .tna kodto kw ewoinn pair af those Ust chocs 
which SM common amongst the Fcendh peaiantry ; I 
■and Jmnmnim>giiiailMsmas .of his atop* as she bad | 
wmn Wio/paai adang'tbe aoiaideri for that it woe { 
liotwbiie sappaunba 'had ao much alanmed her, 
dho hadmot ■aw^thatiightoit' doubt. 

Wbibme sakl Ifawt BLYotnay tore hia inanimate 
.daughter with Crinaiad viotenoo from the arms of 
the TnoDimtZPttanBie; and tbe aaguisbed father 
waa baaring bar lowa^ her own chamber^ when 
tbe young noUomio apraJ^ forward, and catch- 
ing biffl theama, enolaimed inn quick excited 
tone, ** I know udiat ia uppermost in your mind 
—bat by heniDni, you mre wrong-and 1 coo 
piwro itr* 

Olarinonow anddenly vsgnined her senses. For 
n moment heb eyes sw^ tiieir looks wildly 
arounds but instantaneously oempeehondlDg every- 
tfatog tent bad passed, she threw herself at her 
flither’a ket, sfretebiog her olaapdd hands towarii 
kiiB, and crying, '* PhHOn 1 pnadon !’* 

M. Volney pressed km band in anguish to hU 
brow; nndJtoe otnn fanotod that 4 sob came from 
bis lips. 

*<Yes-byher aids do I kneel," said tbo^< 
count Detorma s ''by tha tode of this beloved one 
do I ptoMmy«lf«-lik0wiaa to bnpUre your par- 
danr 


1" emalaimed M- Volney t "rimt 1 
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cumtDAnd— 1 ratredt jou I And follow |ia hither. Citrine reUtife to the precise nature of that doou* 
-•Ladj Octafian/* he added, peroeiring that Zoe ment. 

was about to retire to her own chamber from "Qod be at least thanked for ikUr wu the 
motives of delicacj, ** have the goodness to accom- cjacnlation which suddenly burst from M. Volnej's 
pany us : ior as you have seen so much, you may lipsi and hastening towards Clarine, he folded hat 
be a witness of all the rest !'* * in his arma. ^ 

H. Yolney led the way into the drawing-room, The young* lady'-perfectly well comprehending 
followed by the Yisoount and Clarine : while Zue, that her father was convinced by the weight of the 
after a few instants’ hesitation, entered likewise, evidence, whatsoever it were, that the letter con* 
Clarine now threw herself in Lady Ootavian’s arm^ tained — wound her arms about his neck and 
and wept convulsively upon her bosom. sobbed and wept upon his breast. But she sobbed 

** M. Yolney,” said Alfred Delorme, hastening and wept for Joy at the thought that the hideous 
forwards and addressing Clarine’s fathw in a low suspicion which her sire had entertained in respect 
but quick and earnest voice, beseech you to to herself, was cleared up, and that he could now 
^give utterance to the word— the one word of eon- indeed embrace her with the confidence that it was 
aent— wh^b may s^wie yottr daughter so much his own lawfully-begotten child whom he was thus 
misery I Say it, sir, I entreat you! The horrible ! folding in his arms. Some words murmuringly 
suspicion you entertained is wh^y unfounded— uttered came from Clarine’s lips; and as they 
and I repeat I can prove it I'* struck her father's ear, they were to him a revela- 

" Prove it P It is impossible 1** said 1C. Yolney, tion. • 
trembling all over with a deep ooncentrated excite- " What I Clarine,” he exclaimed ; " you compre- 
ment. ** But even if you dtiUd, there' are reacops hend the meaning of all this ? You know what 
—ffeasona— '* and he gasped for breath.'^ suspicion—” 

** Bo, no^ M. Yolney,” exclaimed Alfred t ” ^on ” Yeq— 1 know it, dear father 1” murmured his 
will not be implacable towards ^ son for bis daughter; "I know more than you fancy— and 1 
father’s crimes I As for the pioo( it is here— know everything I” 

I have it— Pardon me for showing you a doou- "Everything P” ejaculated M. Yolney with a 
ment only too well calculated po renew the afflio- sudden start, and ^so with a frightened look 
tion and the bitterness of past miseries! But it sweeping over his counteuance. "Bo, no! it is 
is absolutely necessary you should so fir control impossible! Heaven forbid !”— and he shuddered 
your feelings as to peruse this letter.” visibly. 

Thus speaking, the Yiscount Delorme handed " Forgive me^ dearest father,” said Clarine ; 
M.Yolney a paper which he haid hastily drawn forth and once more she sank upon her knees at hb 
from a pocket-book ; and then be turned towards Ibet. 

Clarine who was now regaining some little com- "What— what is it that you knowP** he de- 

mand over her own feelings— thanks to the kind manded: and there was something almost fierce in 
and encouraging words that 2be was murmuring his accents, his looks, and bis manner t " what is 
in her ears. it that you know P But I am mad— it is impos- 

t Oh, Alfred I dearest AlfredT whispered (fiarine sible !”— and pressing his hand, with a renewal of 
to her lover ; " ho^ oould«pn pOisiUy have been wild anguish, to his brow, he seemed as if he 
guilty of this imprudence efter the letter which I sought to steady his confused aud bewildered 
wrote you deoltfing that we must asperate tor Utm. 

ever?” * "I know, dearest father,” responded Clarine, 

" And think you that I eoold eenaent thus to frightened by the vehemence of bis manner, " the 
eeperate P’ reeponded the Yboount, in that low aouroe of all your distresses— And, Ohl bitterly, 
voice of tenderness which lumwiee being half- bitterly have I wept on account of the frU of her 
reproachful, was sufficient to convince Zoe of the whose memory I bed tutored myself to love and 
depth and sincerity of the love that heentertained revere 1” 

for her friend Clarine. " Why did I again aeek " And who told yon all this P” demanded IL 
an interview with you P It was \o assure you of Yolney abruptly. 

the exiatenoe of a proof that your father’s fearful " It wu the Yiscount who raid me part, and 
tuspicion is utterly unfounded— and that proof is Idarguerite whh told me the rut. Oh ! blame me 
now in the hands of M. Yolney. Behold— he is not, dearest father,” continued Clarine entrut- 
readiog it!” * # ingly: "Iful that I have done wrong in some 

M. Yolney had bis back |umed towards his reipeots— but if you had not left me so much 
danghker, the Yiscount, and Zoe : he wu bending to myulf— ” 

down towards the chamber-light which he hod "&u, child— rue 1” uid M. Yolney, whou 
placed upon the drawing-rooiq tal&e: he was hold-, hurt wu evidently luerated with a world of eon- 
ing the open letter in his hind : but whatsoever flicting and tumultuou emotions. " It is 1 who 
feelings might be depicted upon his countenance, am to blame 1— it is I— and not you^ my poor 
could not be diicera^ by th^ from whom that child 1” 

countenance wu thus averted. Zoe oomprefaended Clarine row from her auppliant posture : Alfred 
full well that the letter which the Yiscount Delorme Delorme stepped forward, and said, "M. Yolney, 
had placed in M. Yolney'-s hands, contained some will you not now speak that one word of assent 
proof that he might with certitude regard Clarine which will make tts both happy P I have always 
as his own daughter and not the offspring of her heard you spoken of u a just, a good, and an 
Ecoihei^s illicit amour with the late Yiscount. She upright man—” 

eomprehended likewise that a proper deliouyof " Enough 1” interrupted M. Yolney with on* 

I lesUiig had prevented Alfred Delorme from being newed fionjeoese of tone and look. " This so*one 
J Ipirit explicit in his whispered assurances to wo lut no longer— at leut not for the presf-atl 
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yowt wordi wImb joa dMlared tUt I hid left jwa 
ao ooDtiifUotttlj to jour own purauits." 

** Think not for in inatont that I intendad It ae 


Depart, Alfred Delorme— and to-morrow jou ahall 
know mj deoiaion t Depart, £ aaj I'* added M. 
Vulnej Tehementljt "not another word to me 
nor to mj daughter t— and to-morrow, 1 repeat^ 
JOU maj oome to me— —Yea, jou maj call at^the 
Chateau—i— and then mj deoiaion ahall be made 
known I" • 

. " Oh I let mg entreat jou," aaid the Yiaeount in 
e roice of the moat earneat appeal, "to atifle those 
drelinga of hatred which jou hare hitherto enter- 
tained towarda me—" 

" Young man, jou eomprehend me notl" inter- 
rupted Clarine'a father petulantlj: "jou" cannot 
penetrate into the depths of mj heart I Ob, if 
JOU oottld— But enough! You will perhaps 
know more to-morrow. Depart— I oonjure, I 
oommand jou I" 

."It is not for me," responded the ViseouBt^ 
^ who am an honourable suitor for jour daughter*e 

hand aje, and a suppliant for jojir oonaent 

and good feelings— it is not for me, I aaj, to 
0])pose jour will or rebel against jour man- 
date." 

With these words Alfred Delorme bowed with 
eour'eoua respect to M. Volnej : he saluted Zoo 
in a similar manner : he bent a look of lofiag 
tciiderness on Citrine; and he quitted the room. 
For some minutes after hit departure M. Yolnej 
paced to and fro witUagitated step^— apperentlj 
unconscious of the presence of his daughter ansi 
Zoe. These two remained together,— Clarine witii 
her arm thrown round her friend's waist— dinging 
to her with the eonddence of one who sought sup- 
port, solace, and encouragement in the painful 
etafe of uncertaintj in which the last soene of 
thi« strangelj wild drama had lefl her. 

Atleogth M. Volnej accosted the twoladiei; 
and be said to Clarine, " Sit down, and tell me 
franklj and faitbfullj everjthing that hae taken 
plaoe between jours^ and the Viscount - ^ al l 
that JOU hare heard from kit lips— all that job 
hare heard from the lips of old Marguerite lilw* 
wise. Staj, Ladj Oetarian 1—1 bescMh job not 
to leave us I We look upod jou at sometbing 
more than a friend : mj daughter regarda jou aa 
a sister— and if it be not foroing our aZura 
upon jour attention—-" 

" Best assured, M. Volnej," replied Ladj Oota- 
Tiau Meredith, " that if I were about to quit the 
room, it was onlj through moiiret of delieaej. But 
if, on the other And, I can be of the slightest 
aerri ee — " • 

"You oani jou oanl" intoijeoted M. Vdnej, 
with hestj emphesis. 

"Perhaps it maj be as well to mention," said 
Zoe, " that I am alreadj partiallj the confidante 
of mj friend Clarine. Ais rerj morning wu ahe 
telling me the hiatorj of her acquaintance and 
her lore for him whom she then mentioned as 
Claude Maseon, and whom I bare tbie evening 
for the first time known to be the Viscount De- 
lorme." , I 

" Andjou willhaye known everjihing, dearest 
Zoe," said Clarine gontlj, "had we not ooen in- 1 
terrupted. But, mj dear father," she continued, 
turning towarda her parent, " with all oandonr 
and frankness will I now reveal everything that 

has taken place. Yet you will ohido me ** 

“ No, I will not chide yon, Clarine,” said M. 
Vc^ej I " for there was only too much truth in 


a reproach I" exclaimed Clanne earnestly. 

" No^ no— I took it not as such," answered M. 
Volnej with kindneos'i "it was the ingenuous plea 
on jour own behalf whioh would naturally flow 
from jour lips under such eiroumstanees." 

Having thus spoken, M. Volnej sate down with 
the air of one who intended to listen patiently to a 
narrative whioh he had asked for. Clarine and 
Zoe likewise seated themselves j and then the former 
oommenoed her explanations. She recited every, 
thing she hid alreadj stated to Lady Octavian 
in respect to the incidents which had first thrown 
her in the way of him who had passed himself off 
I as Claude Masson; and she then continued the 
thread of her history in the fbllowiog manners— 

" You, mj dear Zt>e^ arrived at the Chateau 
some Ibw weeks bsek | and we speedily beoame in- 
timate together* You were the companion of mj 
walks: thmeWisiio opportunity for me any longer 
b meet him whom I loved- During this interrup- 
tion of mj intereourse with him, the idea would 
often plenl Iqto mj mind that^ wae perhapa all 
for the best^iad tbat beeven itself had sent you 
hither to hhesk me in e earner of imMdence with 
rsjgatd io myself and of 4eoeit lowaras mj father. 
NevirtheleiSb eved while leaking these reflections, 
t frit that 1 loved ClattdeMiisson— as I then be- 
lieved Me name to be<^witb an affection that 
could never ehenge | end 1 consoled myself with 
the hope, that ai be loved me with an equal siu- 
eeritj, he would frdfil his promise of revealing 
himself to joit, mj fiUher, the moment the influ- 
ential friends of whom he had spoken should have 
rSeeued him from the perils which be represented 
as environing faimielf. One day— when you, dear 
Zo9, were somewhat indi^oied— I tepairnd tp the 
viU^to amko eertainpurobases ; and qn my way 
boiiaewird> 1 eDOomiMtsd him who was indeed 
uppetseml la m tbonghte at the timOi Three 
weeke had pa med rinee last we met :>end though 
I explainad to him the eanee— indeed, he was 
aIrsAj awam of it^ for he had seen you and me, 
Zoe, waOciiif together in the nrighbourhood— 
yet dild be aomewhat reproaoh me for what he 
termed my unwittingiMm to make an effort to 
steal frrth and meet him at least ones daring that 
intervaL I wet profrundlj afflliotsd by the lan- 
guage whioh be thus held towarda me ; and he 
implored my forgivenem for having wounded my 
feelings. He said that in a abort time he should 
be in a position to throw off the mask of conceal- 
ment and openljTOme forward to olaim my hand. 
He besought that*I would now and then grant 
him an interview. It wae in vain that I urged 
the impocsibUitJr of walking forth by myself, now 
that 1 bad a companion. He was deeply dis- 
tressed : be spoke despondingly t he declared that 
sueh waa his affection for me, that he could not 
endure another long interval of separation. In a 
word, dear father— but you have promised not 
to chide me P~for (di I Viscount is the most 
I loving, the most high-minded, and the most 
I honourable of men—" 

"I will not chide you, Clarine," said M 
Volnej with exceeding gentleness of manner. 
"Proceed. Shall I help you to that avowal 
whioh you hesitate to makeP" 
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'IToyflither,'* reipondad ClATiBP,ainMtt prosdlj. ! pedertiiam Iw mm ifaa ByMeM«iid tIraigJi 
**HeaTen be tbukfd ! 1 ean look you te the £Me tbe SaMh oif Kraiioo. It mas etiile thue eoj^egad 
and dedMt t h a t — ■ ■ “ tkat he •arrived a hw Moths haek ia this neigh- 

MBnoogh, Olarincr’ intermptod M. Volneji heo»hood. Obsersiag the Old Cbitea«,hii curi- 
aod tbsn be ewpbatioaUy added, ** Not for a single osi^ fostated esrtaia ti^Mes ; and be teornt to 
iastntdld I suspect the banour or petity nf my his astonMnscBt that it was inhabited by a gentle- 
ehild. Freeeed, Clarine. You eooseated to grant man named Volney, and who had ‘an only idaugh- 
your admiitr an oecasioBal iateniew within the ter. Setbififbre sit once fok eonvinesd that the 
vaUf of thie Chateau P” pmsedt teMUt tf the Chateau omst he yourself. 

" Tee-^in the obspel/' taspended Clarine. “ I Be waadered m the f iofnnge of the hoaie : be 
furnisfatd him with the key of the door at the paught a glimpse of you in -the <diataiee-*-he be- 
bottom of tbe steinrase at the aatrem^ of the held me lihswiee. Cfosii and often/’ continued 
paessge ; and on four or ieaooeaiions did 1 meet tbe blushing Olseioe, **hes be bmothed tbs as<«. 
him for a few mioistes in tbo nbapOL Best as- saraoce in my ear that the first moment he sasr 
«siirsd that I should not harafornainstaat granted me, he wu smitten witba feeling wbioh has sinoe 
these stolen interTisws wtthin tbe aslttitity of your ripened into lesa. Accident tmdered him my 
dwelling— nor at such «m faooiv aAap the house* delirerer at the precipice of the ratine, as 1 hate 
hold had retired to lOst— ne, J»t ofien in eeas* thready told youj and from that instaat be re- 
pliaoce with his earnest pleadings ehooli 1 hare, ealTed to woo am ns his fiitace bride. But he 
granted these mtoniewi— «r«N fii |Mt thjto I wat idacednot^Mea reveal himself to you i he thought 
de^ly, deeply nnsions to litm the peegnssa «f that if his bve were recipcoeated, and if he could 
thoae inter e es i ione whieli his Ihleadi, as 1 beltovod aiaimy hearty yeu would not stsad iu tho way sf 
at the Uun^ wme making oif hie bebatf^ Parft. your daughter's happiness. Ho saw the necessity 
1 new eonit to n eery memaiabto atoment oftay', ii devising some tale te aecomat for hie earnestly 
oiistsaoe. it wei the evening b eto lest that X aaptesesd desire that I should remain aileni in 
again met Claade lifiamaa ni 1 eflU Mieeadida respeot to the pnsaaoe of saoh an indiTiduai in 
name to be«-da'the ahapaL Bto told me that ha thaaelghbeiirlxol^) and ihartfore, when 1 pressed 
began to tear ear iatoeviswt «enU no lioigar be bia todeolare'wha hg was, he adopted tbe first 
uateked thus stoakhUy— iter font Jpt had aeeh itaaMwvhieh entered his ha%l at tbe momeat. The 
you,dcar Zoe^ erosstog thepaange-on ^ prsiiioast atory id his politioal perils was a weasai fabricatioa 
night as ha was hsatabg towa^tlia stoiMaM at< toeitohiB puipaast for tbe time, to laU my suspli* 
the extremity. Be ihaa asked me tf I mere pro*, toeag and to actiafy my mind. Saeh were the 
parsddnr a iwvriaaton whioh^he westresDlved tol •enplasarioas whieh the Viaosuai Delorme gave 
make, and whieh oouldno leagerbaaritbheld d XJ nm the aight babra last, when 1 met kioi in the 
was frightonad 1 1 bseoeght him- tobe candid niih; ahapaL Yssi may oeaaeiive the feelings with which 
me at ooeo. Se ibai aahl thetrbfouaat toll mem 1 listened to aA that he then told met bat befute 
naxtalKeof tba pashbf whrielwat bschtii dtoitof IbadliBe to learn what bis intezxtions were, and 
Tired, I was hitherto jgn tenet With-^ hew be meant to proceed towards yourself, dear 

aut^tonaedietoly revaaliag himari^ be loliaia bm' 4hther,r-4he deor df the ebapel opeood and Hw- 
naertain Viseeupt PalMse bad praaei the anther j g atri to nude her appoaiaaoe! 1 amy as woH 
ef yenrwwetehednesih my Aiaf-didhef^' ■"■"■n” \ «hNep% m order to aveid the intermaptien of my 

**Yc% yss^** intomaptod BCi VebM >1041 aa^ narrative hertoftor, that Marguerite (m I lesmt 
aagaislifdtoabs **1 ean aadentond M wrilall; that feme aight, for I baew it not before) was m 
that he told yea I** , the hehit of ocoaaionaUy visitiog the chapel to say 

**And ihea he eenriaded,*’ added ChriteB^ber* heeprayees: for, as yoiu are awaies, dear latiier, 
oelf deeply alHtotod at briag *eamprilaA to make her pietehordere upon supemtition.” 
allasioBs whieh thae pleated fireshdagiefetei bar '* And Marguerite thus eurprieed you," said M. 
parent's beaffto«>**tad tbea ha eeariaded by Fobiey, **with Alfred Delorme P" 
veiling himwif.to me as Alfred Daiemne 1" ** Yet; and the was mere than astonisbed— slie 

There was abrief pense-Hhiriug whieh 31. Vel- was mere thaa startlad : the was horriiod !’’ con- 
nay guarded a profound rileaee; and Clarine then tinned Clarine. " She insistoF that the Visoouot. 
resumed her narrative in the folkming man- should at once iake his departure. Taialy did he 
neri— entreat, {dead, and romonatrstes Margurrito was 

*^AbM esplaiaBd to me all the motives of his resolute; and she vowed that if be departed art 
reesnk wadaet. He said tbm some five or six at once, rite would uabsaitatiagly make known his 
years ego he ealled privately ^pon you, my dear preesaee to you. AU the foreur that be could ub- 
father, at Fontainebleaa, to make you aoq^inted tain aus a permission to return «n the following 
with tbe elaoidutioa of the mjitery which had evening to explain those toteatioM whieh be wm 
previoBsly sheoaded his own hitber’s &to ; and at about to make kpomn to me at tbo iattaut Mir- 
toe ssam tima be ontortaiaed the hope that as so guertto so ttasxpsctedly appeared. Hie went assay ; 
tarriblam altrihatioa had nvertakeh the aathor of and 1 e«e left aloae with Jllisagaerite. iShe then 
yoer aqrangi^ mmdsfc the drifting saowa nf the began to^upbraid me bitterly for what she teiamd 
AJpIple'ikgToin, you would not refuse to give year the wickednam Of my eonfomt. I beioagfat her 
iMrilljli'fevgiveBeos, if agC in friendship, te hkMlf not to speak io harshly t tbe tears were etreaieing 
liviBg reprersutative of the perished Tis- down my ekericsi rim lekntod— 'and site embraecd 
nonili But you did refuse Allred lOfo you me. But the bade me dimard tbe '•mage of Alfted 
wilir aadnesi and sorrow in his hesit. A few Ddormefoom nty bsarti she told me it was crimi- 
tmn passed away— during which he travelled in aal te love him-^r that you, my dear fother, en. 
mrrign countries; and after a wiuls he visitod tortaiaedibehonnblsaugurioa----— But I willhob 
l' %Ntin. He took it into his bead to nsrform a more diraotly allude to it I Bufflee it to say that 



I uBTieirwMbotfiM 1 [Bai t ^m om het, OtUfitn^^awtii 

cooMmUi, to tbidfr by lia dietatoa of Marfuarlto^. iMuton of mlM ii ioflfsdMo I** 

grtriduiM; aod Ae bade mo pee a h%tm toi^M And mik Cbm imda M. Vblniy laAcd film. 

Morma^to tboefftfCihabomTCMif mmbbocon**- fimsoom 

•idarad to ba al an end baCwaan att Oi thia am 

didcm— and on tbia oondtCiaii <»l|«--voald aim > » — * 

agrea to plaaa upon bar fila aamof ailanoa in 


xn iJLiini xEMmx; 


agrea to plaaa upon bar fila aamof ailanoa in 

l^aapeoC to wbac had oaonrraA 1 pennad tbailatCaa ^HAPTXB.CTL 

— jaaterday moAiiDg 1 ga?a ib toMbrgnarila | and 

Itfsb night aba laA it i6 tba ohapal; to that whan m JJLfim XBMmx; 

Alfred Delorme should pamtrata tibifehar bn might 

fitfd it. Sha barsalf^oaa not to bans an. iotaf« Iv wM.altar'bMahfatooa.thalDttoirng mcnaing*- 
Tiaw with bimt sbo daasBad H makaatolawn »Bmd h enm f eBat wbicli damna waa not prasnsi^ 
wliat had bssn bia intentions, inaamnai at abnMt and of whiok gait b ic KL Vhlnifir nor Zoet apaiaalg 


the impossibility of thatr bang carried out.'* 

** And it was after all Alfiod DetorBe,** aaid'hC. 


partoolBf^tbafi ht-^ueaCad hfr* Mjabip to join, 
bin piasaoCi^ in.bit ai^ba wiahad to apaakr 


Volney, "whom I saw last night ttaaKiig along tba tote ammatl|tot.*otitln«tmoihU^pov^^ Zoo 
passega !' It waa ha, too, whom yanr ladyship**— >i haatoBaAiraft' oAifi to laa arbtote te mioiatinf 
adlrassing himaalf to Zoa— **aB two ooeaiiona be- timnoto^raiatoaAbpOlaiiBi^ who 5RM ill inbodj 
Iield !•* I and in abpnCi af an hoito’fba .r^hirad to 

" And now, my dear fkthor,** contsnMil Olaritia^ tba atodp*. fiba Iband VaiBbp fwolni. to and 
not pausing to ask a qaastioa nos. rnnha a aom^u fin, ml wlfii a.uhshia atidtamanl aid agteion-^- 
mont in respect to tba wards which II. Voter lad. bto to note folHnii imm«P»,ilid wijthn.dcpp da» 
ju it uttered, —•** etfn you pardon me^sr all tet I Jaette airilto. loote Ha ipte l d n ibaii fas Xftdj 
hare done? Obi you know not bow ol^baaiA Oaiigtotentoiilito0*tlHftni» bn than aaladawa at 
wns rani when to your study yau daUaasM that; btodiifip mim.amddAn ttoittiifid mte >*‘Bow 
Boleran injunetion in roapaot toAMrad Dakrianl 1' hm mpteg^te/ttolf^ . 
longed to throw myaelf at jour Isatind aonte mUmto w IC.Valiiqf*’* $n* 

erciytbing: but 1 dar^ not! Again I adit am matodmia* **'Ah^ toto: pon tba tostato wa mat 
yon forgive me P" < Ik ite telldito lib>% Obm haif raodtod a 

**Te8, my dearcbtM— Itorgiaa you!" amteiad> d|Mlt«IADh>>tot vilt nattt raao f a r i«. n aieii jojouf 
her father ; «frocn. the vary bottom of my hmil toNfifamn^te tptodi^ aanneyid to te. Sha 
do 7 fergira you I" ifill dto of a bfOM, miak M* Vltoag; for aO, te 

Otarina throw beraelf into bar aira'i arma; and iMpptotoft tomnliatfiitoJte.tom ito Alfrad Da* 
for aatord minutra aba remained claapad tban% femal** ' ^ 

weeping upon his breaet— and ha bieualf waap*- 19 hn pallto vWl^ Almidy omi^intod tba Vranab 

ingover bor. GQba aeaDawas foil of an aaquiate A a ndte i iilk gj ite toi i te diapa|i |4 Into ghaatto 
p;thes: and 2 oa waa^ profoundly aflhatad. »mt i|. wmm pateto;iWp ttiab m^Sto.dfad i it 

** Batire, ray lore-^ratira tayanr own ah in a b ii v ** i a p pa md i ii' II all tba tdtol'btoadrbnd auddm^ 
said M. Votey at langibi and tboo be addad wailA q u j ito d bin Itadlb ten. hai lifi b a Mm a aaby 
aroenta of deepest farfour, "And may baanmi wbitos m item, ntedlto w< ifidantb taking 
biaaa you 1 " plan within ham ten tow mm9ah§ ha rose from 

But have you nothing more to say to uto dear te mat iipamd thndteof tba ftodp^-niid h»kad 
father P" inquired Cteine, upturning te look# toftb into fiia pumga with wbiah it aonimuiili 


towards bf. Vblney^ countananaa, and with an latoA fiatItoiAthal np/om waa Ibatii ha otesd 
etpraadon of balf-aurpriae^ balf-aOiaCion m te tbnmte dm awdidlys torn ha ahutantouag 
f'atHras. "'Will yonnol pvt mi out of att'im doato. wteht waa fnarad. witk. giMibbaiaa aad 

whaih nanaltomflaAapfiu- 

:!Iarina!*' intarmptad harlhitei who ”teiMil2mmal»,tedpOittoi^ fto* 


*"1181611, Clarina!" intarmptad harldtei who 


,,tedp Oittotew to Itea pte* 


after an inatunt'a air of aaguiah, anddanly a p pa ar a d aandoai^* hi aa|k ahadyt mtiuntog to Ida aaaS i 
I to nem himself with the forCUuda raqutotofbr *ballam ahovl to apaah to you. on a tejiot tor 
the ttttemnee of an inflexible dacten. "Tan wbtahthemaautbanoliatoaars,*' 
may as well know tba worat at onoa^ and be ft* If Zee wane not aoBmtly al at ma d » aha namrtho* 
liered of all auspenaa. Clarinet my peer girl— leas toll a. ahitt atailn gteial^y to her heart t for 
doubly dear to me stea that hariite auspiaioB Chaia waa aamalbite aa ftaeful in M. Vbhiisf’a 
has been baniabed from my ^mind I— your union looks nt Iba momanto^iomelhiiif so fall of ghaady 
with the Viscount Dalorma la an ImpoaaibUity. bonnm that it waa only too wall aslculatad to prov 
Ood help thee, my poor ahildl'*' dune Ihiaaffiwt. ■ Ha rtaumed bia asali bn tew 

Tbeaa last woi^s-wara apokan with tba tramu- bia ahasr^ ctoaar toahrda hart and ha said, in % 
lout aeeanlt of daepait aaaotiani and Ibay warn Toiqa wbieh bad naar abangad from adaap aaoninr- 
followed by a aob whidh aaemad to aaortoto M. ftonmi' to a mpalohral heUowneast ‘*Xbto whte 
Volnay*a bremi Olarte bant upan bun a -took am aboufcto tall yom baa aamyalliaaii hmtofaad 
fuU of unutterable misery; and than thalMl to mactal aira r and from yaur Hps «ato il never 
senaalma in the arms of tedy Oetaritn. H. To|. go- tortb again. I need yom adviaa in te awAd 
ney, half diatraoted, flaw to totcb rastorattVaaf dllamma m whwb 1 am ptedi I M myaatf 
and whan bo peroaimdtet bii unhappy daughter totally, iwabla to aol amrdinglo te guidance to 
waa aterlj returning to coaiaiouinaaa> oa pm iiai my own aanl'a. paompItogliL mong aa my mind 
Zoel hand idtb namua ▼ioteaat«^mymto **1. te bitbarto bean, te iaaidanCa which m nm 
w amte wail (ill te is aoBtototaly imtoMil te paaelBg ham mduead..it to a.mora ten ebUdteara 
heavanV anha aoote— oanaala-atsmigthin haal wmOmato YmhteifOotoifte barntewnym* 
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•elf BO good, 10 kindf so affectionate towarde mj ] heart which at least forbade me from being unkind 
daughter^ yon posseu too so much Bterling sense to the babe even if mj soul did not absolutelj 
—that I readilj leare myself in your hands. But cleafe to it. It was the Toiee of nature whisper- 
in order that you may bo enabled to assist me ing^ though fkintly, within me t for last night haa 
with your judgment and direct my proceedings I proven that she is indeed my daughter I Good 
most tell you everything.** ^ Qod^ if 1 had discarded the child — if l.had repu- 

Bi. Yolney paused : Zue had no reply to make— diat^ her 1— Oh, what guilt ! w at. sorrow 1 But^ 
at least not for the present : but^he waited with thank;keaven, of that crime 1 am innocent 1" 
intenaest ouriosity, and also with a solemn feeling A look , of grateful fervour, as these last words 
of interest, for the explanations that were to were uttered, suooeeded the strong shudder with 
come. which the immediate previous ones were spoken | 

First of all,** resumed M. Tolney, ** let me and Zos herself shuddered— for she had a presenti- 
inform you of the nature of that letter which ment that her ears were about to drbk in some 
Alfred Delorme placed in my hind last night. It terrible revelation. 

eras a letter written by my wretched wife to ** Tea — I undertook that joi|rney,*' continued 
Alfred's father: it*wu afttt the birth of my M. Volney, after a pause; ‘‘and at every halting- 
daughter— and by its tonour it JhUy |koved that place I secretly but diligently instituted those in- 
although they had for some time loved eseh othei; quirisi which enabled me to follow up the clue that 
with that illicit fiital affeetioB of theuf yet that 1 bad> originally obtained. Marguerite fancied 
it was only a few days prior, lb the writing of thfit that it was my unsettled mind which caused me 
letter that theit love h^ baiijitte dqwBright crinii^ thus to walider forth for long hours together t but 
nal. Yes— tbeevidaiioa thsbt^rabh is^tbe fai^ is it was in reality for the puspose of making the in- 
inoontrovertiblei aliditherefore was w fairies to which 1 have just alluded. At length 

ni|^t to embrace' Olarine for thh flr|l Iwm iijth the intelligenoe I received led me to Mount St. 
the conviction <hat in her I was veritall^embrao- Bemard^that portion of the Alpine range which 
ing a daughter t And thus, too, the bamar Whibh overlooks sunny Italy. We reached the Hospice i 
my hideous suspicion bad raM up agriiwt the but now all due to the '^soonnt Delorme seemed 
possibility of an alliance bhtween barself awd Alfred suddenly lost. He had not visited the Hospice | 
Delorme, has ceased to ^Sti hilt, there is another and yet 1 had the positive certainty that he had 
— anoOef*," added M. Yohojt witb<diiBo|aliy sup- gommenced the ascent of the mountain. 1 wan- 
pressing a burst of anguish, unbss indwid by dered about for hours and hours together in that 
your judgment and ui^sk your guidanes^ < Laidy dangerous region of snows and glaciers; and the 
Octavian, it can be surmoimtedi* IrithM Marguerite was more than ever frightened 

"And this other barrier f** said Jbs^ atSI in a on my account. Yes— I dared a thousand perils 
state of deep and solemn subcase. < while hunting a man on those Alpine heights with 

"Listen to me," said M^Velnsyt-^aiid l WlQ aa much tenacity of purpose as ever the h aly 
tell you a tals whibh you eau little eapest to' bear, mountaineer displayed in ehaaing tbs cbaD.ois. 
You are ahNuriy ni|BM%a^sa|iiiled ^^^ Thai several days passed; andathmgtbonefore- 
eveobtoenabU m tetakuiqpn^tiiisirifufram nooa^ aBridet an almost blinding sleety Ibehslda 
u particular point without oity pifC^oiy; details- ring^’hovsemaa toiling up a steep slope. It waa 
I therefore wish to ' direst hs—my ssortsl snsmy— the ol^eot of my saaroh— 

period— that iitfsl peiM*^wbiAll<MdB^ ^ nuu whom X was bunting— ths Tissount 
ooversd my infidsli^- nodiadofAjhIohin DsUwmsI** 

hearty -overwhetmed with riiaaie and dii|rsee^ *M. Volnsy," ssid Zoe, shuddsring, and with a 
as you have heard. The Yiisouit XWernli-o-llwl oonntammea prie as death, "tell me no more— 1 
fhlse friend who became the«uathor of as mah b eaes sh yon to tell me no morel 1 dare not anti- 
misery— iled to avoid my vitijpaneei Ar | emri ei^ats what the rest of your narrative might be : 
a friend to provoke Urn to «<ubo*taldiisl-«Hid«i) butttseenieaaif lhad already beard too muoh 1" 
in which 1 had reiblved that anb if not bo^abouU "Lady Oetavian/ said the Freneh gentieman, 
perish. But my mind wttmade up: I wasdster* inn vo^ that was coaroely audible, "I beseech 
mined to have vengeanoei nothing but the blood yon to 'hear the restl Youemust know every- 
of that man could appease my furiously eieited thing— orelss gpu will be unable to assist me with 
passions 1 Heaven knows that up to that instant your judgment. Hothing must be ooncealed from 
my character bad never displayed itself in a frro- you— nothing withheld. If you were left to oon- 
done light— my dispodtion M never devebped jeoture, it might fall short of the terrible, the as- 
savage instinota. But 1 had eCperbnoed a wrong tounding truth I Beside^" added M. Ydiwy, "a 
ao atupendous that only an adequate vengeance few words— a' very few words will eapUin th» 
could give reit to my perturbed and endted spirit, rest— and these words shall be qubkly said." 

At bast such was my idea? By some mesas, " No, ao I" gasped 2ba t but her assents were 
whbh I ns^ not now pause to dsseribs^ I got even bm audibb than those in whbh the Frendh- 
npott the Yiseount's track— and I nt onsa pro- man had just been speakiDg. 
torted an indiimtion for nbhange of reaidenoa " It waa amidat that oT<md of heating aleet, 
toaaltidiaiielhDae. I took w iuant daughter mingled* with anow-flakes,'* continued M^ 
and Marguerite with me. Ob, often and o9bn Yolney, heedbsa of Ladv OotaviaiL*B weak ana 
did I ilonder within myaelf wherafora I an- feeble interraptsou, "that the horaeman 
tertalagd the bast love for that child, and advanced. I atood with my hack towarde him 
wIm|V 0 |m 1 did not caat her forth from me until he waa on a bvel with me : theninoon- 
as tM poaaible offspring of that illxait love sequenoe of the suddenness with whbh I 
whim Snd dishonoured me. But when I tuned townxds him, hb horse started, ahied» 
looked upon Obrine's innocent oonntenanoe, and flung the Yboonnt from Us back, 
there waa n yearning tendemesa in my | Ibe aoene wna texribb. The animal reared 
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ita hinder hoofs, wu in an instant over the pred- 
pioe. The fearful ory which it sent up from the 
tremendons depth into whioh it was plangmg 
down, was like the voioes of a dosen human 
being! all oonoentrated in the horrible oonoord 
of one wild terriflo yell of agony. At the same 
instant my knee was upon the breast of Delorme 
«-my hand grasped his throat. The rage of ten 
thousand fiends was boiling in the helkof my 
soul : there was the strength of an iron yiee In 
the fingers that were ti^tening abont my 
enemy's neok. Desperate were ms struggles : 
but he had no more ehanoe in contending with 
me, than if he were an infant in the handsof a 
giant. And yet naturally he was far stronger 
thanJ— more powerful of form— more -'Tigor- 
ous of arm and limb. For it was the raging 
pandemonium of my yindiotiye fury that 
lendered me at the time iuTindble irre- 
2io. 67.->gouitTic anaiut 


sistible— dominant— and which gave me the 
strength of ten thcmsand. A few moments, and 
1 started up with a revulsion of unutterable 
horror in my soul ; for that vioe-like pipe ef 
mine had only relaxed its hold upon ue Via* 
count's throat when the last bream and eigh 
of life had oome gurgling from his lips. He at 
last was a corpse; and X— I, Lady Oetavlaa 
Heredith, stood there, amidst that wild Alpine 
scone, a branded murderer!" 

Zoe gased, with a ghastly terror and a horror* 
stfioken stupefaction of the feelingi, upon the 
equally ghastly face of M. Volnej. &e was 
transfixed to her seat i ahe seemed turned into 
a statue : all the blood had onidOedinher veina. 
Her Hpe were apart— but no breath game 
through them— it was held in awful suspsnis t 
herbwm renmlned upheaved. 

**And now, Lady Ootavian," continued M. 
Volnqyi atill in a hollow voioOi " you know 
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leeret. I hate not ihronk from trusting you with 
iti 1 know that you will not betray me. It was 
a Tengiaiipe which 1 wreaked ; and though before 
[ perpetrated the deed I consideredi myself jus- 
tified in seeking the deadliest revenge for my out- 
raged honour and my wrecked hap|^ness— though 
all the world too would hold that 1 was thus 
justified— yet frankly do 1 conibss thkt my con- { 
science has reproaobed me aver ibce the moment 
*iiat 1 stood a murderer UlfikUt that wild Alpine 
scenery ! Novertheiesc, t repdai^ 1 know that you | 

will not betray me. But M tfid doaUnue 1 

*bave only a few mori^erda to Mg* 1 iibok feom 
the person of the Tliaoiittt, papers 

might prove hie identity |. Ifil' a. the; 
corpse to a cpot where I, ijw.Uin the drifting 
snow was actiimidating fail^ ih a few minutes 
the body of tfet tljumunt wa| fidfitifiethly enveloped 
in the windiik|-IMet wMm fiMir* fiaA wove in I 
countlees mymdi of Um dffiUMH itj— and I 
knew that my Ann bo It provid. 

Bevend yean M Itm MftNlI >a dlsin- 

terred front iU laadiolOlttA of ino* »y dfio of the 
doge of tbi, jloebleei nfid MfdM fesfiMt yeace 
elepied ere llib UrAlOheia and Alfred fere led 
to the eluoidatloa w the ImI tliedlihn ikte. 
Alfred name to me il tMlalMbloiiii id HfoH iho 
diseovery— to entreai fat fefrfiOenilil ififrUifdi hlai 
father’s memory— and Id mMoh t^Ul ttitffi m%ht 
be reconciliation betwobh iHo iitd fetaUll^ fot he 
said that if I received hUh fHUi rlfiMlh M ihdud 
feel M if hb fathePfi idhi 
anatbematiiingljr it|ioii hfrpjW Ifi^tnii & 
young mih euepceted not ale.iiri bu feet.fiii 
death othenrtia than ^dAfifieUeiti frUbh ofrbii 
overtikee IfrltMievi ifaiGUt the AUilhi tAdlttitainsi 
-hvt yet X ihUtaedl Wimm^UAj 
Ootovian" afidoA itt ll4RiHih tone, 

makes cowitu bf na all r 


h 

ih tone. 


Xherh wa iikMlMr, briar jAfiUfl fMtttb 
SSoe eotthf ndt Intersil fer fiw Ail atfll n 
prey to iduoet ovcHrheImlh| IktHtufi kak the 
French gentlemen loon bonttfatted id 3e moAihg 
etrain 

"1 refused td |ive th« Ifead of 
Alfred Delorme. It wu naL Lady OeldVleiti M- 
cause 1 in reality vllitea upM himaelf the nna df 
his father : it waa bocattie 1 etfeld not tifilr tfui 
idea of meeting, much lees encooraging the tfrlta 
of one whose presence would continuouily remind 
mb that his sire had met his death at my hand. 
And ihen too, the horrible jqupicion existed in 
my mind that the same bloo^wl^h flowed in the 
veina of Alfred Delorme might also flow in the 
▼tins of OJarinci and I recoiled in consternation 
from the Um that it was ppssidle for them to be- 
eome enamoured of each other. Thu^ in order to 
Hd myeelf of Alfred Delorme— in the hope of pre- 
venting him from seeking me out fer the future— 
I roughly and tndely repelled his UoncUiatory over- 
tares. 1 assumed the air and speech of vindictivo* 
ness: 1 iMt him away saddenad and dejected. 
And then t lost so time in abandoning my homo 
and taldlti with me— it being my inten- 

tioii td hmiy oatselves in some deep solitttde. It 
trie aietlfi|it the Pyrenean regioSi or the wilds 
of OAUbmis thatl ihottght of settling odr future 
abode: hut on reiehing the adjteehi village and 
AU beholding this. Chateau, I conceived the place 
vM neighbourhood to be auffiaenily eulied for my 
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purpose. It has however pleased heaven tedireut 
the footetepe of Alfred Delorme hither 1 and that 
which I had done 00 much to avoid— that wbioh I 
have to muoh striven to prevent, hat taken place. 
They have met— and they love eoch other I’* 

!I%ere wae another brief pause 1 and then If. 
Volney conoluded thus :— * 

"One tremendous bafrier has been broken 
down : it eeasca to exist. That letter, which Alfred 
Delorme most doubtless have found amongst his 
deceased father^s papers, when taking possession of 
hit aneUltral home— or which might have been in 
possession of the Marchioness who so tenderly 
reared him— has convinced me that my wife be- 
came not completely criminal until after the birth of 
Clarine. barrier therefore is destroyed. Dul 
how can 1 recognise Alfred Delorme as my son- 
lil'law P— how e^ I extend the hand of friendship 
towards Lifai— Ulit hand whioh took his father's 
life! CoaUsol— ildtle»ffle,!Lady Octavian. I pledge 
myself tb fulfil your injunotious, whatever they 
may be I But oi for that terrible secret of 
mine-A-^* 

^it fe lUfe^ M* Tolfaey— it is safe with me,” 
rimliba in fi loUr voice of deep solemnity, 
"xdaw^i hot etpeg^ me to offer any comment 
Upoh timt tefHble portiotvof yoUr narrative. But 
111 to OUrine— in rebpeefc to the Viscoaut— I 
OIU hm tm hbjdibtion in offering an opinion. If 
you insiik ievarihg them, yoU will be sacri- 
ficing their Mbplhecs to the sense of—** 

** I underslbfiil ^ou, Lady Ootavian 1'* bald M. 
▼olneyt ** to the lenie of my own guilt t Yos, 
yei— it is so t I ioust not bo selfish i'* 

** M. YolnVy,** Observed Lady Ootavian im* 
{MAVlIy ; ** there muet bU the completed self- 
nllMimn on yod^ part—** 

shall be— tbefe shall be I** fespondud 
m !nimeh gontllmra. " Poor CtariUe I she has 
fitflwb beed made too much the victim of my own 
iMwId destiny 1** 

from fab seat^ ftnd paced tbe room for & 
.mjunb witii agifciifed steps: his form wds 
w t lWwUHiO looked .tell yeiri older ihkn he had 
MMaAthepre^ldjfd^^^ 

^ Zll'^'lbey shill bU ttUim 1** be said, suddenly 
jMjfiiig iboH iU front of Lady Oc^aviau. 

" 8Seteo ond eonvay thb intelligence to Clarine. 
!i?he bridal ebali take place B(fi>n ; and afterwards— 
afterwards,** wdded SL Volney, ** X will sock nouie 
foreign country— there to dwell for the remainder 
of my life!** 

Zoe could not help compassionating the un- 
happy man whoue crime had arisen from a aenso 
of deepest wrong} and whon she issued from his 
presence, she felt that the teara were streaming 
down her cheeks. Having composed her feelings 
somewhat^ she sped to Clarine’s ohamber} Und to 
that young lady did she impart the happy intelU- 
genee jebioh she had to convey. YTo ne^ scarcely 
add that Zoo respected M« Volney'e eecret, terrible 
though it were. Joy— indescribable joy expanded 
upon Clarine*! countenance : the sense of indispo- 
lition vanished } and she heetened to epparel her- 
self that she might welcome her lover when he . 
ehould oome^ according to appointmeiib to lekra 
M. Voltiey*i dceiiiou. 
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ffss viseomD ovi. 

I* WM eTeniDg— ft beftutiful erraiiur ti| thft nuddlft 

1 1 • t* V 


ttfttil Ibu ftoopffthended wM fftnfti* 

OHABTSB pyil. iaftttif wus bat iioir hftMfftn toaiidftrtkftik|wliftl 

viftmeftiit bj rftgalar ftnd'wdl ehMled tenrit 
ffss viseoifliD ovii — bj of ipliiidid loftre— ndblj ftci^f 

byoin that ia^UgeitM and uftj frankneai to 
I* waa ereniDg— ft beautiful ^ the middlo the opuntananoa— A mpgniiloent •jmmetrj of 

of September; .and a gentle bretie half fuooeeded al^pa— and the blending of all that eleggnoe, 
the heat of a day of more than mual ^ultrineai gfacefulneipk and dignity wbidb combiDed to 
for that period of tl^e yei^. (keen Indora wpa render tnddra at oaea the fhiolnating and the 
walking «n the garden attached to her Matiftu queen-Uke wooMua die WM dl tua did die 
▼ilia in tho neighbourhood of STotting and SurkoT fo appreo^c end the bjrutol ruf- 
Bayswateri she waa alone, and reflootutg u^n the daniaia pf nm erai inettliig nndw the in- 

incidonti of her paat life. The purple whieh duanee of tM ‘inMn4'l^^ erbio^ bo wm 
blcDdqd with the other huca of her garment^ in- now rarfiyfiif uaee^' title ^fitem Indy eppeared 
dictitod that ahe waa in mourning. Ser drey wap fo him {to wonkan : ahe looked 


half European, half orienta). She wore the flow- aa if fhm waa eomething 

ing ekirt belonging to the feminine garb ofihe ahowt to wk^h miniwdkfrmed^it'l^ 
former atyle : a apeciea of caftan, and the nndfi^ otoiwedi 'aim U|#m ' ra when tho 

garment derelopiog the rich proportlooa of b^ miaereant abnMi Mi m If be ' eoald gheh forth 
buat, were of the Baatern fashion. jetty ftom hlf bbjiMf at bar »el^ gnd 

mosBCB of her hair hung far down her heek^ b^if Implore hat pilfml ' ' ’ 

her waict, and aeemed like a thick ebon yeU xqjSom piw aW fto to rieibiaf^ of to 
which might be drawn at will orpr tbe«oomte* fottoibt' fldi M tbe'Soi^'lbltewfd with hie 
noQce. thought to 

There wae a oertpin degree of pemifenmi eg- hlmmlr bipn etrto by 

proBsed in the looks of the Queen, whioh w^i' the bea^ 'whleh HUt§*'itl p women'e fhulUeee 
howerer altogether eorrowfdl. Subjeeti for mpiirA- ehepp* !mae eopanded 

ing and rejoicing were *blending in her thoi^hli^ and iiies^benM wfthm mmi' ipd ft teekiM ae if 
on one aide wae her father*! death— en the olbgr Is had wdn^y iftotoier 'avdilltot 

the oBBuranee which the had reoeifj^ ftom Oftmcnl bi^ totf ii^ ^ wgf. In^m dleappearid in 
Kedcliflb that he would accept her hand, Still p tOfnlpg'^ to gnyet-wplki eM then the Barker 
Indora was thoughtful} ahe walked with ,a tow ** nto to 4^1 ii oH thie that hae 

pace; and when reaohing a fountain in the midet eome om iaef t ‘tol JM Ito a ehild. I anp- 
of the garden, ebe etood there gaaing nijoiito poeaftmait bf bemoif I bnm'l'got inycAnbai 
flow of the eryctal ifater, and giring way' to to naoil; and to |to a Hon witona bft teeth and 
reflectioDB that were uppermoet in her mind* to'**- tod yel tot le^y U nneomaum beantlflilt 
From amidst a knot of treee an ominooe oeoit- ttofer tonght aomaA beihre of wbat a woiqaa*! 


reflections that were uppermoet in her mind* to'**- tod yel thai lady Id nneommon beantlflilt 
From amidst a knot of treee an ominoOB oean- t tofer tonght aomaA Mihre of what a woiqaa*! 
tenaooe was s urreying her* Withput prfiitobig good loto mq^t be*** 
any unneceaiery mystery in the present ipeto^ Here lafitfgs roappanred to to BuA**^* 
we will at onee declare that the inditoual bp M epmmnnl^ with hiaBielf— bia gam waa 
concealed wae nope other than Barney to onpe mpfr# yMad apop b*f- to ebt drew nearer. 

Nothing could W more admirable than the vtowV be beheld ga w qyto a iri of ineflhble eednem pass 
disguiae— notong more eoi»lete Ain bit ti^ena- oyer b^ a^tenanpei |be wae thinking of her 
mogrificaiion, 80 to apeak, % wore Ae wig wiA Ule fhtber, and the ieera trickled down her obeeke. 
friaaly ourla whioh the Poke of MarebAenl Ato reito her kq^M to wipe them away ; and 
given him I hie oountenaneo wae stained toButorwee ttmok by the exquieite modelling 

with the dye whioh be had obtained to** to ***** df her bend (Uid .*f ^ reoeb of the arm aa the 
source: he wore epeotaoles; and a Imge otobeof^ *tod eoAred to be visihle. Then 

ing mouatacho oonogalod the melfpirm*^** *f ^ *b* Aoogbt of Ctonent BadeliflTe ; and a sweet 
upper lip. In reapeot to apparel, the Barker had mile played upon her Upc, revealing a gUmpae of 
a very decent appearance ; and he* no longer re- Ae teeth of ivory whiteneaa. The Barker literally 
tained the huge club which was wont to b® his quivered at to strangeness of these new feelings 
almost inaeparable companion. In this di^uiae whiobhad oomq mrer him i and again was he on 
was it that Bamey had darod to oome up to the pobit of msmg forth and ImidoHng the 
London; and now for thn first time he had lady's pardon for to design which he had Cnter- 
' penetrated into the grounds of the villa where tained towards her. Bnt be checked hinuMf : 

w__ w ^1-L m 1 in _ • _ J a e ^i_a m^^A^ 


i|rer buns i 
img forth 
r Ae design 


Queen Indora dwelt. for at Ae instant hie eer oanght oAer ISootetopa 

little suBpeoted the orienAl lady that she woe dvanoing along a neighbonring gravel-walk, 
in tho close vicinage of one whoharbonred snob It was Sagoonah, who sonA* her miatreoa { 


evil deaigM Awards her t little likewise didsbe and now Ae Barker beheld that splendid Hhidioo 
‘imagine that Ae power of her beanly waoet that woman Ae dark giandeov of w^e beauMgr waa 
inatant exeroieing tte influenoe over th^eoul of of so high an ordw, and whose liAe foym wpe of 
one of Ae greatest misoreonA in all Cbnsten- so bavadere a qymmetiT. The Barker was aa- 
dom. And yet enoh was Ae case. The Barker AniAed at Ae epAtaom of Ate new pereonifl- 
— ^whoee diepoeition wae nataraUy of a hrntal oation of anoAer atyle of feminine ehtoi : and 
eallonsnoBSiBnd whoof all men in Ae world waa as Ae two walked away AgeAer, he followed 
Ae least snsoeptible of a sentiment that oonld them wiAhte gase. Bnt mhie own mind heen- 
tnterfere wiA any bosineae that he hod on hand deavoured A establish a obdoe between Aenit it 
'—woe now sinittm wiA a leeliim hitherA nn^ settled upon Indora. Tet Aa heart of this man. 
known. It appared as if he baa never rightly who wag atsined wiA a Aonsand oKhneo, and 


imaginet 

inatante: 


Instant exeroumg its innuenoe over tnweoai ok ok so high an order, ana wj 
one of Ae greatest mteoreonA in all Christen- so bavadere a symmetiy. 
dom. And yet snoh was Ae case. The Barker Ani Aed at Ae spAtaote < 


f httherto nn^ i secuea upon indora. Tet thaheart oK turn man. 
never rightly I who wag atsingd wiA a Aonsand oKknea, and 



rHB MnnBZM cm m oovbt. 


ne 

UuMdlf • moBtlM of ttgUneu— deeply tooohed by I whioh bed pwilyied hU arm at tbo my inataal 
both the apooimMM of oriental beauty which he Indora teemed to be in lua power, 
had thus teen. But notwitbaiaoding the atrengtb of the im- 

*^Tou aeek me, my Sagoonab/* said Queen In- pretiion thui made upon the monster at the itma^ 
dara, at they slowly walked away frpm the foun- it gradually grew fiiinter now that the eastern lady 
lain I **hare you any thing to oommunicate P* was no longer before his riew. He began to ourse 
^Vo^mylady," answered the ayah: **but yon himself for his folly t he thought of the heary 
gaff me permission to join you occasionally when bribe whioh had been prosoliaed him--of the danger 
you were alone——’* which he incurred by remaining in the metropolis 

" Tes^ my faithful Sagoonah/' r^oined the — and of the fseilities which had been held out for 
Queeni ^because I have fancied that for the Itst his emigration to Australia or some other part of 
few days you have been pensife and mournful— or the world. 

chat at least you have had atraage fits of abstrao- ** And have I been fool enough/* he said to him- 
tion— ” * self, ** to lose sight of all them there adwantages 

**Ob, no, my lady I** said BagConab, liHfing her just beoause a petticoat of a raytber better shape 
large dark eyes wttl^ an aur of the most in^uous than usual, was a fiaunting afore my eyes. I tell 
candour towards IndoSa’i eofla|saene^ ** 1 can you what, Barney,** he continued, thus apostro- 
assure you that it is not sol— X'have already giren phising himself: "it's my opinion as how you're 
your ladyship that same assurance T , getting tolm a oussed fool ; and if so be 1 had my 

"I am to hoar you repeat H; fhigoonihi** stout stick in my fist, Td just lay it ovsr your 
remarked the Quecni ^’because you kno^ that t preeioue baok.” 

esperienee an nActloii fsr you. Ton hare cegfed Hr. Bamee walked on i the dusk wee letting in 
me ao truly and Ihtthfully!— *Bttt.tell me^ 8a- —the limps were lighted— there were two con- 
goonab," ayted Indonv thus cttdden^ interrupting ttnuoue linei of illumination etretobing towards 
herself, " shall you be glad eoon to return te your OafordBtreol^faraa the eye could retch. Allofa 
own natife country f* sudden tha Barker wag aeeosted by aome one who 

"lam alwi^a baypy wbaro your lodyabip is^’* aaked him tha way to a p^tioular atreet which he 
replied the ayah. marned, Barney oould leareely repreae a visible 

"And you will go bask, my Bigoona^” pio« start when the voics first sounded in his ear i for ' 
eeeded the Queen, now smiling good-natuio^y and the individual who thus aeeosted him, wm none 
with a esceslipg manner,— *<yott will go h$tk other than old Jonathan Camabie, the parish-clerk 
withoat having loet yoiur heart to at^ naii^ Of and sexton of Woodbridge. 
this metropoUcf" "Well, yes— 1 do know the way,'* replied the 

Segoonak atooped euddenly down to pludt « Bufker, revering his voiee ae soft and oily as he 
ilowertbal grew on tho edgi of the border ,wb^ possibly oouldi "but if so bo you're a stranger 
Indora and bcrsslf were pamlng ut the time} and in London, sir, I should advise you to take a 
thew ehe looked up Into tbo ooufiloCOios of her ebb— — 

mistrom with tbo sumo InMiionsly'fifink ogpres- "Tbo fhot ii^ sir," interrupted Jonathan, "lam 
don aa,befDfi. I^auliimEal Xnteu wusemitteo talkinf on principle. It ie the first time I was 
with a suniclon-oii aooouni of.tb# inddsnl of ever in London; and 1 want to know something 
the fiower, whioh bad a sort of p st t fiSbOe in it^ about iti therefore I like to find my way ou foot 
that the words eho bed need in go^-humoursd —and if . t lose.it, X inquire it." 
joottleriiy had really touebed a ehoid vibiotlag in "^Qoitorighl^ sir— quite right 1*’ aoid the Barker, 

the ayah’e heart t but tbia kfite quiokly vanisbid ,"9«ty0tt ought to take eare of yourself— X mean 

when Sagoonah thus gaied up at bet In id OanW df ydur poskets^ you know ** \ 

a manner. ".And so I do, sir," answered Jonathan Oarna^ 

"Tes, my faithful dapsntot," continued the ble* ^ "X've reed in books and I'vo alio been told 
Queen, " 1 know that you will njbici to rstuAto thot Xiondon abounds in queer obarsctersi but I 
your native land ; and the time is not Ihr dietaat keep my money for tbo most part at my lodgingi^ 
when we shell act off thither. And we ahell not and just oomenni with as much as 1 think 1 may 
go aloneb my dear Sagoonah," prooeodsd Indora, a roquiro." 

blush now enffusing the delieate duskiness of her " Quite right, sir !'* again said the Barker. " X 
complexion i " 1 hUve already J,wca you to under- happen to be going a port of your way——" 
stand—" f "In whioh ease,'* said the old sextoi^ " 1 shall be 

At this initent the conversation was interrupted happy to avail myself of your guidanos. Bacuse 
by the appsaranos of Gheistiqp add Ofaristina, who me, sir, but I saw at onoe that you wen a respeot* 
were edvaneing along the gravel-walk— for our able man— dr else I ehould not have taken the 
young hero had been paiaing the day at the villa, liberty to address you." 

Segomh mtired i but ee she elowly walked beck " Quite rights fir," said the Buricer, who now that 
towards the vlUa, brilliant fires fiasbed forthfrom he had got hold of a psrtiealar phrase^ harped upon 
her qyee— and the Barker, as she psased dose by it ; for be thought that it had helped to make thit 
the when he still. ley in ambush wua suo- fiivourable imprsssioo. 

a Mined with amaaemeni— yes, and even with They walk^ along together. Mr. Barnes was 
unknown terror as he beheld the lightnings satisfi^ that his disguise was eomplete i and from 
of tkois burniug orbs. Shortly afterwards Queen the moment that Jonathan Oarnahie had asentioned 
Indent re-entered the villa in company with the mon» at hie lodgingi^ the Barker experieneed 
Ohristianand Ohriatinai and then the Barker, an inerietible inettnarioo towarde hie wonted prao- 
rtealing fbrth ftom Ike grounds, betook hirasrif does. He saw no reason why he should not fleeoe 
'tlowiy tewardc the .main rood,— wondering at the the seztovi if poiiible; end moreover he experienced 
llfiiafe iMlmgs whioh had come over him and a aort of pride and an inward gloating satisfaotion 



fOB MTimnt OF TSB OOUFT. 


M tba thoofhl of Mig thuf obit to tfibodiaUj to this boro foto oo jonr right'haiid loodiaff failo “if 
doooifo tbo old muL la nipool to iHio bo ntOj Bwk P Wolb it^t l^bura.'* 
was. **Qod bleif nol'^ laid old JonathaB. *]fol 

"Hafo JOB boon longinLondoiit tirP' inqidrod vboro tbopooplo nood to bo hangod P’ 
iho Bnrkor, spoaking dowlj, and uoMuring bio "Xbo wonj Uontioal Mmo^’* roopondod Mr« 
words as muoh as possibly for foar that ho sboald Bamos. "Ihoco’s amp a duo lUlor has rods a 
iot out an j fianmrita aaptota ion of bia own and { horso thoro dadod bj a aooi% and daneod upon no- 


wbish night raiso Oarnabia^a aiiaploioni, 


Onlj a BMttor of thwo or four dajs, sir/' ro« Ihthor— >' 


think amidst wonj groat applauso. Mj grand- 


apondod tbo soxton. *'I*prosi 
London, sirP" 

**Tos,** answorod tbo Burkor 
busino sa 


I^prosumo jpu lira la 


''I'm a nan of 


"Most Ukolj aaw manp anob rightor said Hr. 
Obmabla inauialafflfr. 

"Toa^ba.irba raplibor dmd of 'aat^” njoinod 
tba Bbrkav,a!bobad baanbi^a tbo point qf lotting 


" Bsrhaps a Iswjor, air P’ said tha aoxton ia^ out that Ida sgsddatabla anasator was ono of the 
quiringlj. indifiduaia who bad ^ran a leiribla notoriotj to 

"Well, I do alitUe in tbo oonYopaaoing Hno the djistidat of>9!!pbtM "Ptnj, ahb what's jour 
now and thon," njoinod the Burkor. idea if tba pamiahaaaBt of daatb^ 

" And Yorj profltablo too, air, no doubtP’ ahid "WbL^ ' agiwotad Jonathan, who was imbiiod 
the sexton, who was ploasad as well dt proud ^ with aD aa ti q n atad pNjddioss^ " I think that whoa 
baring fallen in with sueb good oonpanj. n nan haa dm a groat deal of wiekodnoss, ho 

" Quito right— quite right, sir 1" smHrwBamas* dughl fea ba p^out of tha worUL" 

"I do manage to get a g^ lirin* bj tha t ran a fo? "Qaitpi lidbt^ sir quite lightr said the 
of proportj." * Borkav amphiiitiaallj. "I'd ha^ 'em all, the 

" I suppose jott attend the Oourti^ sir— tba Law aaoundinlslr 1 aappaaa jon hnua aona up to Lon- 
Courts, I moanP' oontinuod Jonathan, dQn» air, on ft Bttla bwainsasP' 

" Not more than 1 ean^ holp^'' raa p iimd a d the "Tos^" anawetad Jonathan; '^and I're got all 
Burkor. "That's a atmosphere that don't dgrae mj appaiaaaa puML^ao well as good ^Iqdgingo found 
with me.'' o for mar ao that I're got aUttie opportunitj of on- 

" Too hot and close, sir P* attgiestod Hr* Oaf- jbjbit iu a qoiat gnj/* 

nabis, who was inclined to be chAtj and to Budm "A aonntoj. geatiomaB, I presume^ sir P' said 
himself agreeable. the Barker, i^h as muoh of an inainuating tone 

" Well, it don't agree with mo worrj woH," if* ao he conld poisiblj a os um e. 

Joined Hr. Barnes t "it alwajs giros mo a qneor "Not osaollj a geatlomaa,'* rejoined old Oar- 
foolin'— •But perhaps jou'd Itho to tako a dropof nahilh vho, was a man of truth. " I hope jou 
iummut, sir P" ho suddonij iuCorraptod himoeili uWl think the worao of m^ sir, when I tell you 
Just as ho was on the foij point of adding that the that Fm ft pariah ala^P* 

' queer sensation ho allud^ to yoij much reccmhlcd ^ Wbj« It it cUsi of men that I cotton 

a crick in tbo nsek. to moaCvihan all C^hcift'' axdaimod tbo Barker 

"I think I'd rather not take aajthiag^ air, till aaifinadinirafeion^ "irs thowarrjrcopcctabloone 
I get to mj lodgings^'' said Jonathan i bnt if that jon bahmgi to. X'?o always found 'am a set 
you would codpesoand to ctep in with me and of intclUffpMi say notbink-to-nuhody cat of chaps ; 
drink a quiet glaie of hrandy^md-watar, I ahall and at tUe p dsaant ipaaking I'yo got three cousins 
feel very proud. Hy landlord it a lupiMor cart of and two appea which is parisb-derks themsalYss. 

man he is asebodmaster and pariab-derk— * Tog ahoild JusI sap bow fond tha Archbishop of 

Mr. Chubb by name. Perhaps you baTO bapid of Wastminttar la of my oousin Tom J" 
him, sirP* "Baar mal" tjMulated Mr. Camabie: "I was 

" I'to heard speak of a man named Chubb# not awara Qtat there waa an Archbishop of West- 
which is famous for making locks," anawarad tha minatar." o 

Burksri "and I otnk abear— " "To b# aural" ijaoulsted the Burkeri "be 

But here he oheoked himself agpin ; and the liyea Just t'other aide of the bridge— a beautiful 
truth was that old Jonathan Camabie did not palaoe, with the NoM Stout House on one 
take particular nodoe of the Bnrker’a bad aide, and the fkmona aasaago-ahop on t'other, 
grammar and peculiar phraaeoloj^, ao pleased I'll see if I oan't get my oouain Binl— Tom I 
and flattered was he at having fallen in with a mean— to introdneh you to his lordship." 
ml gentleman of suoh great respeotability. Mr. Camabie was quite confounded at the 
Ad then, too, it waa the old aexton^a flrst ap- idea of suoh an honour : and when ho hod aome- 


and flattered waa he i 


mnUeman of suoh great reapeotability. 
len, too, it waa the old aexton^a flrst ap- ; 


Den in with a I mean— to introdm 


n t get myoouf 
Adnehyouto his 
ie was quite cc 


peamnoe in London t he had been aoouatomM what recovered from its effeotn, he expressed 
to the oonntry all bis life— and he waa inolined his acknowledgments in suitable terms, 
to view every thing and everybody pertaining to "Oh I I can introduce you to a many flue 

the metropous in a superior light. The Burner folks," oontinned the Barker. "Therew the 
'—more and more oonvinoed that the mystery of Chief Judge at the Old Bailqy, and twoor thrM 
bia diagnise was abaolutely impenetrable, and of the magistmtos, which knows me uncommon 
reaolvea to amuse as weU aa benefit himsmf at well. How long, air, do you think of staying 
Jonathan Camabie'a axpenae— began heldlng in London P’* 

forth to him on the beautiep and wonders of the " It oil depends on droumatances," replied 
metropblia, with the idea of rea«Kring himself the sexton. ** I amnot entirely my own master, 
as agreeable aa possible. , But excuse me, sir, for not bmg more ooiifi- 


Barnes; "aa straight aa a hanow right up to to towx 
Oxford Street till you come to the comer of the " Fra 
Tottenham Court Boad andSAOilea'a. Ton see rupted 


'You're quite xi^t to keep 
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THE KTaTnnt Ol tei ooubt. 


jour own counseL What did you sty yofir name 
was, sirP 

«My name i. Jonathan Carnabie, at your 
■errioe, air,** roiponded the old sexton. 

"And mine, sir, is Mr. John Smith,** rejoined 
tbe Barker. "I don't happen to a bit of 
paste-board about me at the moment: but I shall 
be werry happy to see you to dine with me to- 
morrow at my house, Number 847, Gkosrenor 
Square. No ceremony, you know. Just a bit of 
fish, a plain JinC, a Carl^ and summvt d that sort 
—with maybe a bottle of wine or so.** 

Again was Mr. Oamabie oonfimnded by the 
Bbnours and favours thus showered upon him: 
and again were hit aoknowladgments duly ex- 
pressed. Uo and his oompanion walked on 
together, until at length they reached the com- 
mencement of the street, in which Hr. and Mrs. 
Chubb resided, mid which tbe sea^ now recog- 
nised as the lo^ty to whioli he had aoii^ht to & 
diroeted. ' * 

" 1 tell you what/' said the Bnrkeip "let you 
and me be alone together over this sjiassof bitndy- 
and-water that wc*M going to havnat' mur^acCt 
cos why, don't yon see, I don't kaV ^Ihmk of 
your landlord— and it won't do for a mhp like mo 
to demean his-ielf to assoctata qrith evhiyMjr.*' 
"Bat Hr. Chubb ia a paiiih clerk I" swwmtnod 
Jonathan ; " and 1 thought yCn llia^ now 
said ^** 

"All right, my good friend I" interrupted the 
Burkeri "I don't fly ftodi my word. Barish 
clerks is the best fellsrs in silanes: but 1 happen 
to know summut of thia m^ Chubb, new that 1 
come into thia atrset and rewdlsot' where he lives." 

"Why, is he not a re^tehlo pecsonf in- 
quired Hr. Canuihid in aatbnkihineiBt. "Aose 
who'recommended to bis lodgings*^ who in- 
deed took them for 'ms^ 1 ijioidd rather i4iy-~*" 
"Well, welb” sen Uio Burker, "he's respect- 
Able enough is far as ilw woild |joH> Bqt 
betwixt you nnd mo ana ih4 addsd 

Mr. Barnes, lowering his voice to a otmfldential 
whisper, "there isn't a buris^tbit taksi'pkee In 
Chubb's churchyard that he don't make teu or 
twelve guineas more out of it than ho had ought 
to do. You understand me— a nod ia as gooa as 
a wink— and Chubb is hand and giove with tha 
surgeona" • 

"Qod bless meT* ejacuTatod old Jonathan, atop- 
rripe anddenly short : " do you mean to say that 
ho 18 in league with the zosnrreotioniats P" 
"Nothink more nor lesa," answered the 
Barker. " Bnt keep your Awn ccmnsel. It 
isn't for me to make misohi^f : I only tell you 
this to show why I ddh't choose exactly to put 
my feet under the same mahogany with this 
feuer Chnbb." • 

Old Jonathan Carnabie gave a deep groan of 
horror ; bnt the Barker hastened to sneak a few j 
reassuring words ; and thar oontinuea their way 
to the front doof of Mr. Chnbb's residence. 


CHAPTER CVni. 

coairortrATxoK or the bubxer's astxn- 

TORBS. 

TBAff door was opened by the slipshod servant- 
gi|il who was maid-of-aU-work in the house; 


and Jonathan Carnabie led tbe way to the little 
parlour which be oteupied and whioli wu the 
very same that Chriadan Ashton tenantsd at the 
time he was private eecretary to that iUostrioos 
potentate, the Grand Duke of Haxa*8tolhurg- 
Quotba. Barney tbe Barker followed his new ac- 
quaintance into the parlour i the girl waa ordered 
to bring up glasses mod hot water: the brandy 
was pn^uetd i and after having imbibed the con- 
tents of the first tumbbr, Jonathan Carnabie 
found bis spirits expanding after the damp thrown 
upon them by the terrible aspersion fiung against 
the character of his landlord Mr. Chubb. 

"You're werry comfortable here— werry com- 
fortable indeed," said the Barker, looking around 
him. 

"Yes," answered Jonathan, "there is nothiug 
to complain of in respect to the lodgings. I've 
got a niee Jittle bed-room exactly overhead.'* 

"And I hope you lock your door at night," said 
the Bprker, in a low voice. " Not that I mean to 
say the people of the house would do anythink 
wrong t^butliondon is a queer place, and thieves 
is li^ ghosteses — they insinivates theirselves 
here, there^ end everywhere." 

"Than)i you for the binV* said old Jonathan, 
rsfiUlag his tumbler, c" I myself have had a little 
hit of expereienoe in respeet to the consummate 
VUlanj of a London sooundrel. Bid you ever hear 
ofa man called Barney the Barker ^ 

"1 can't say that 1 have," responded the indl- 
vidqal himself, speaking in a slow and measured 
tone, as if he were racking his memory upon the 
point. "mobheP" 

"A murderer— and everything that Is bad," re- 
plied Jonsthsh. "He osme down into the coun- 
try— 1 took him as an assistant— the ungrateful 
wretch was vary near murdering me— but assist- 
ance came at tbe very nick of time— the villain 
8ed precipitately, and plunged into the river. It 
was thought that he was frowned i but only a few 
days ago he turned up somewhere in Lon&n— 
Surely you miiit bdve heiitf^ Hr. Smith, of a house 
that was Mtorw by the ponto^ and where on dig- 
ging 1 ^^ the cellar os soma underground place, 
evionoto were discovered of barbarous murderr 
having been committed P" 

" ^ be sure ! Now you mention it," said the 
Barker; " I do know summut yibout it. It was in 
tbe papers— wasn't itP" 

“Yes,*’ reiAied Jonathan; "and heavy re- 
wards were effered for the disooveiy of the 
wretches. I hope they will be found." 

" I hope will,'' a^d the Barker, as he 
coolly art about oompomHing his third tumbler 
of punch. " Well, aU ^jETwings, Mr. Oama- 
bie," he oontinuM, "nows how careful you 
ought to be in lookmg your doors of nights and 
stowing away your cash in a place of svety. I 
tell you what I do : I always nave a matter of 
I fire or six hundred guineas in my house ; and I 
pokelt qQ upthe ohimley to my bed-room. Ihai’e 
betwixt you and me ; but no one wpuld think d 
looking up a ohimluy in search of mon^.*' 

"I oqntent myself,'' answered Jonathan, 
"with looking up the little I have got to my 
box. It Isn't much— ’but still it's too much to 
lose.” 

" Quite right I quite right I" said the Bnrker t 
" never throw away A dbance." 

In thtomanner they continued to disconme for 
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i 6 itt 0 lUtte iriiJl* lolks^fr— OBtll old /udathtti Oat* 
Bdbie bi»taii tb fbel tho effect^ Of thd hot bfaiidy* 
dtid*wAtor which ho wjia dfiokin^. Then the Barker 
fdggoitod loiiiOtliiihg kboUt thO pMpribfey of & little 
bit of lapper-^addihg '* thdfe ho wofe Always ooetti • 
tbihod td Mke li« thouthAil at oiite o’clock in the 
otodihg, dt blihiahllbh, Ko. 847t DfoivenorS^hdlre, 
— wherO he ilhbald bd hat>p) to ted Hie (Irleiid Sir. 
Caroabie to dinner at fire o’Clodt oh thd knbrMW.’* 

Tfid old dektoli; in ipitd of the ^dnurioiUmoas of 
hla hiibltd, ihotight thfit he hbdld not poaaibly do 
othertriee indn ^i?e the beet pdasiblo enterudn- 
inent to do libcrdl, geheroiit, Ahd hoa(fitkble o 
fHend ; and hi he himtelf had diked at t#o o'dlock^ 
ha bad no disinclination for h itt[iper. He thedo* 
fore suggested a rdb^-cthak, and was prepaHng to 
ring the bell to order the satkie,-^when tUd Bdrker 
CAught hiin by the arm, laying^ **8to{i,*m^ dood 
friend 1 don’t trust that dirty dfab of a to 

go out and buy ahythink Ibr totL Theke’i fidi(liink 
like a lobster for itipp^r ; aha it jiist hap^h ^al 
my own fishtnonipr liyei oloie by. Bb oAnfaft-^ 
but I’ll go myself and send in the flndet 

Jonathan rowed that he would bijr Mr ini lob« 
iters but Mr. Barnes would hot think bf A 
thing; and he issued forth a^rdingly. l^lfoOh^ 
ing to tho nearest fiihmohger’s he purebAMd a tbry 
fine lobster, which be ordered to besebt toMfi 
Chubb’s ; and on his. way back, thO Burkcr just 
dropped into a chemist’s shop, where he* prOettred 
a imiU phial of a eertain liquid drug whioE he 
pretended to be under the heoesaity of taliog. 
He then returned to Mr. OhUbb’s Abode, and re- 
joined his friend Mr. Joniitban Cimable. 

The lobster was sorted up ; and the old iexton 
'relished it all the more that he hAd not beeh ooni- 
polled to pay for it. Another jog of hot WAtor 
was brought ttpi the taublers were rcttlbd ; nhd 
the Burker ieised the opportunity tw ^r a Ibw 
drops from bis phial iqto d^onathih whAbie’l 
glass. Bive minutes Afterwards the did sokton 
wae lying book in hlfl «hn-ohair k m btate d 
oompleto BtnpefaotioB. 

The Burker rose from hla own AeAiK^h; a 
candle in his hand~and crept softly up the 
Btaira to the bed-roem overhead. To roroe open 
tho box was the work of a few moments ; and at 
the bottom of all the clothes the villain dis- 
covered about thirty*Boyereiffns in a stocking. 

** Well, the game was worth playing for,’* he 
said to himself, as ho secured the coins about 
his persbn; and then he oantidusly crept down 
tho stairs again. 

At that very instant there was a loud double 
knook At the front doon the Burker, hastily 
puffing out the oandle, put it in a oomer ; and 
the next instant he himself opened the door. A 
tall gentleman in a cloak was on the steps ; 
and Barney as onoe recognised the person who 
had so suadenly interfered to prevent his mur- 
dbroua design on old Jonathan Oatnabie at 
Woodbtidge. Btit not for on instant did the 
Barker lose his preionoe of mind i he Issued 
forth; and the bent moment the servant-girl ap. 
peoied to answer the inquiry of Mr. Bedoliffo— 
for he, as the reader has doubtless understood, 
was m toll gOBtlemaa in the cloak. We must 
add that not for an instant had Mr.^oUffe 
suspecteq that the individual who had just 
passdd him was the misortaht Bdrker. 


i 


m 

Wo must follow the footsteps of the last- 
mentioned person. On turning the nearest rot* 
liei*, hS quicl^cnAd his psM*-he sped into Oifbrd 
Street— and entering a cab, ordetod tho drlvet to 
take him to WhitochApel Church. On arriving 
them thb Barker dlsthlaied tho cab, wAlked alodg 
for A few minutes^ and Antortug a pUblic-houte, 
AAte down to reflect upim tbb ^urto which he 
should nowr pureue. sddWwhAl thpented the 
trick hll bod pilled old loaothtm Cirnattie. Kot 
that bo xegretM having obtained poSi^on of 
thh thirty for Jtok iti but ha* 

febmd thsfh wbtfld be 4 Me and cry— and whether 
or not it, was suspeotod that it was veritably the 
Burksf who Md l4imiktted tbs robbery, on Aceu- 
rite dmetilHMidf Ids meat nersonsl oppearAnee 
wpoldSl^^ kcbtAthpaUiiHty* Heffiostthertf- 
fbre ehangw hie dMhlN Albgetheri dfld it die on 
thii Mlijelit III drAf now deUbaraling within him- 
ilir. 

Xiwos hsiltfl lAibIMimise, ih on obieare itiwet 
Issdllig Ottl of Whlteehipel, Wtddfi ^Barney had 
thnsenteieA ffbem wu only Am other person 
In the ltt#.nklohr nt the littiei itod tbisindi- 
fldusl kaWiiy ncs and dnok hie SIpktihre. A 
few n i Mw hi ifteMiwds the door omnld; and 
#ndthefpsfien entered. He wore a ldw-drowned 
hat with' wy biUod brims— behedth which ap- : 
peored masses of red hail ; and he had large 
whitkeH^of a cormqpoading hue. He wore a pair j 
of thbse green epAotselts which have sidc-glasMS, j 
and ole .donominated shadeA. A loose brown 
pdeto^ or ovemnal^ was buttoned up to the throat, 
which was enoiiclcd by a. thick shawbiieokeffcbief. 
3%eom-ooiilb ds weU it the grey pantaloons, were 
a little the wcfsc for Wsi^ ; and & waa difficulbat 
a flrsl gUhAd ib Jhdge WMt the social position or 
ihA avood^ n the hifllTldiial might be. The 
ftoitlr fdkmdlilili Into the room with a glass of 
hokgin-atfd^WhMl's Ihe greeii-ipeetacled* stranger 
threw down h somsign .and ^eoeired the change. 
Before tiie Mter left the parlour, the Bnrkor 
ordered his own glaUi to bh refilled ; and in the 
meanwhile, he woi furtively surv^ng the indi- 
vidnol who hod juat ontbred. The latter w.n.s 
doing precisely tne same thing in reapoct to tho 
Burker: and though the eyes of both were 
shaded by speetol^, yet each appeared to have 
the intuitiire suspioion that he was the object of 
these stealthy regards on the pfurt of the other. 

Ale wditer brought in the fresh supply of 
Bpirits-and-water whioh the Burker had ordered, 
and when he had retired, the two occupants of 
the parlour surveyqd each other again in-) tho 
same stealthy manner as before. At length tho 
Burker burst intoA loud laugh ; and dashing bis 
hand upon the table, eaolaimed, “ By jingo, Jabk, 
it’s excellent I The only thing is, it's too good /” 

JookSmedley—for he woa ihedlsgnised indivl* 
dual who had so recently entereo^tarted up 
from his seat in alarm at that sudden smifaw on 
tho Barker’s part : but recognising ms friend’s 
voice, be was relieved of a world <u terror. 

'* Yon don’t mean to saybhis is you, Barney ?** 
exclaimed Jack, as they shook bands. 

" Hush, yon fool I Ho mentionii^ of names 1” 
growled the Barker, savagely. * ' But 1 tell you 

wig ^ your’n,” be oontmu^, in a^low voice, 

** fia’t nat'rol i tham false wbiskers is too busl^i 
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•vJ tflen jOtt*TO got the werj identiool broBd* 
Onmmed tile you was always used to wear. 
What do you ^iuk of this for a masquerading 
coetume F*'— and the Barker glanced complacently 
over bit own person. * 

*' I never should hare known you/* answered 
Jack. " But 1 say, don't yon think the people of 
the house will think it odd that two eu^ queer* 
looking chaps— both with epectaclea on— should 
meet in their parlour?'* 

** Where are you livings Jack?’* inquired 
Barney, hutily. 

, “Pretty close by," was the response. “1'?# 
got a bit of a lodging, and three or four eorlc of 
disguises——" 

The very ticket 1" said the Bhrker. ** us 
where it ia Then vougooff lral-^rilf(4|ir In a fbw i 
minutes— and wc^U have achat abottl mir eMra.’’ 

This arrangement was carried into affect | and 
in something lees than half>an*honc ^ Barker 
and Jack Bmedlw ware seated togelMv in #ea|pU ' 
poorly-fuiaiehed back rooes, behingtog^o a bonsa 
in one of the obscure narrow atrce£l^iig*lttl of 
the Oommereial Hoad. i 

“And so you ‘haven*t' heard anytUak abont 
Bab P* said the Barker, thus reeamiOf thf thread 
of a conversation whi^ waa tempoiafeil|y later- 
rupted by the process of mliiag 'eoioif|pimcui4'< 
water, the materials for whSch Jack Sapjtdkjr ba^ 
just placed upon the table. 

“ Nothing of her/' answ^ the laeMaated in- 
dividual. “ I euppUe yon know how 2 gam 
deteotivea the alip at the action the otwdiqrf 
and ever ainee I've bean playing at hida-andUeaek 
with them.** 

“ Tou don’t mean to my thi|y^ an ypur 
trqck ?" deinandf^ the Burknr* 

“ I hone not,**' responded Jedh, dfoe^, shud- 
dering v^^tly at the hare Sd^ “But what is 
itotherwiie thaa')^iag at hi4it-U^*«M whahi 
one ie ob^pd to go about ihaB aobb^'dligidsasf j 
I'm sure 1 don’t how it is to cndi^ra nasoBBmoii;i 
tired of this kind of t but 1 w*t diM ledva | 
London— 1 think ilTs the ail^ pifws after all when, 
one's in trouble." 

“No doubt of it!" remarked the Boiker- 
“ But the people of this home P" 

“ Oh I they’re all >ight andugh— or at laasi X 
hope so,” rejoined Jack Bmadley. “ I past aa Jfr. 
WiUdns here ; and they think I’m a begging- 
letter impoator or something of that sort. You 
may very well suppose that I have not taken the 
troulde to undeoeive them." . 

"I ahottld rayther thm not," replied the 
Barker. " As for myself, rve just been doing a 
a little bit of businees which rf uders it necessary 
that 1 should turn myself inside out end put on a 
new disguise.** 

"WelV responded Jack Binedley, "there is 
choice enough here for you and opening a box 
ha diq^yed several dieguiaee of differeui kiodi, 
and each being ae unlike all the reat as ppasihle. 
“ But where have you'been living in LondoU ?" 

" 1 haven't bevn living nowhere," rajoiiicd the 
^rker * " 1 only oom« op to town tbia morning 
—and X don’t think my name haa yet Bgured in 
the Fashionable Arrivals.*' 

"And that disguise — that dya fBr your 
face—" 

"Ohl it’s too dong to tell bow 1 coma by it^** 


intarrupted the Barker, “I’ve got aomo bueineas 
in hand that will keep ma in London ihr a day 
or two— parhape more | and therefera I shall jnat 
taka the liberty of Ixmwing one of these hem 
disguises. What tha imoM ia thie ?— u Jews 
gaberdina and a great grey baard'^ ** 

" Ym— wig and all complete^", axolaimed Jack 
Smadl^. "It’i the only draai 1 have not m ycl 
worn. But hadn’t you hrtter stay and sleep bsrs 
in my place to-night—** 

"It won’t dc^ Jack^ for two each ftUan as you 
and ma to be too mn^ together," interrupted the 
Burkm. "I ahall leave you presently t but wt 
can Bsaka an appointmant aomawbara for to- 
morrow night— a^ in tha maantimM 1*11 just 
borrow this dress of yoar*a." 

Thus speaking, tha Burkar proosadad to axamine 
^ha gabardine^ the wig, and the beard | and ha 
thought to himsalf that it would be tha vary bast 
disg^te he could posiiblj aswamt. 

" Where did you buy this 1" he asked, thinking 
i| prudent to ascertain somsUiing of tha*: parti- 
Ctthw dftguisa’a antaesdants if ha could succeed 
in ohtainuig such information. 

" I bought tha whole kit which you’ve got in 
your hand, at a shop in Bosemary Lane," replied 
Jack Bmadley. 

’the Burkw procseded* U> put off hia own dis- 
guise, and ho likewiia washed the obemical dya 
from hia hands and face. Then, by means of a 
thiek fluid gum whioh Bmadley famished him, he 
foalenad on the grey beard, which covered eU the 
lowsr part of his foet, and whioh with ita aseo- 
elatad mi|[nataehe‘ oonoealed the mal-formatlon of 
his Bp. He put on the gray wig whioh formed 
part of tha costume t be hesitated ae to resuming 
the specteclee— but he at length decided on dis- 
carding them. Tha gabardine waa one of thoee 
long, blacky loose, straight-out upper garmenta 
worn by seqtc of tboae oM-foahioned Jews who sail 
pa^ileiv ec rhubarb ia tha atreeta ; and when 
the Suiwr had put it on, Jack Bmedley expreiced 
hit. aipprovat pf the eomflifteness of the diiguiee. 
A low help* with very hwge brimi^ erowaed the 
Bttrker*# head; and ai ha gave on# of hia coarse 
kingbs, he aq^weeisd a wish that he had a small 
wooden Inqr and a few putilm, that he might 
play his new part to perfection. 

" And now, Jack, I’m off,'^* he added. " You’va 
lent me a go^ dis^iie —and you’ve got come of 
my toggery Xu return. If it waa a hltlt colder, 
I shouldn't Ipivc given you up that handeomt 
black coat of mine. But how about to-morrow 
night P WbsN shall we meet 

After a few minutes' deliberation, a place waa 
named ; and the Barker sallied forth. Betuming 
into Whitechapel, he pursued his way towards 
Aldgate,— in the vicinage of which he waa ac- 
quainted with a pubtto-houaa where ho knew he 
could obtain a bed for the night without any 
qaestiona being asked. But all of a auildan ha 
•topped ehorti and a dM but terrible lmpr«eatioa 
burst from his lips. Hs bad left all bis money 
behind him in the brsMt-poeket of the coal which 
he had taken off at Jack Smedlay’s lodging. Yae 
—all tha moDay ha had received from the Duke of 
Harohmont, and all of whioh he had to r«oen|l|y 
plundnAd Jonathan Oamabie^ had been thus M 
behind I In hil breeohes.pooket be had bul three 
or four shillings and a fow halfpenaa. 

\ 





don't think JTaok wonld rob n pMlf" nld tbf 
Barker to himielf, w he begin hiitilj to retnoe 
Ins waj towaide the lodging-houiei and jet the 
miscreant had terrible misgi?iogs in bis mini 
The long gaberdine getting about his legs, en* 
oumbered him in his walk» which now almost 
amounted to a run} and he kept on muttering 
imprecations against the Jewish costume in wUch 
he had disguM himself* ‘He reached the lodging- 
house I he knoeked at the door— the summons was 
nttended to bj an old woman, who was thp mis- 
trem of the place} and she eiolaimed angrilj, 
"What do jott mean bj coming back again to 
disturb us between eleven and twelve at night F" 

** Ho offence, mj good woman,** answwed the 
Burker: "but 1 just want to saj a word to mj 
iriend— what's bis name again F— Oh 1 Mr. Vil- 
kinsr 

"Then it's no use jouroomiiig here^" replied 
Vo. 08.— ffOV&TV aiBiM. ■ 


I the wnmant "fbr Wilkins has gons^ bog Md bag^ 
gage.'* 

"GoneF" vociferated the Barker. "It's a llo 
«— and 1 will see hlnB So stand aside— ** 

"Who sajs it*s a Ml F** demanded an old man** 
the woman's husband— popping forth his head, 
which had a while cptton night-cap on^ ficont a 
side-door in the passage. "You hadn't left fbo 
house a minute before Mr. Wilkins went aiid 
fetched a cab, and took himself off with his tiipii^ 
paying us a week's rent instead of giving as a 
week's warning. How you've got jour answer | 
and so be off with you, or l!ll cell the police.** 

At that very instant the Burkar beheU a con- 
stable appear within the rays of the lamp at tbn 
comer of the street ; and with another lowly mut- 
tered but terriflc imprecation, he brntencd away. 
When beyond view of the policessan, the Barbir 
paused to reSect upon tfao course which he ibonld 
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now pnnue. That Jack Smedlej bad reailj lobbed 
him, wai only too evident ; and instead of being 
in poaieiiion of a considerable sum of money, 
Baniey wu almost penniless. He not merely 
longed to get back bis gold, but likewise to wreak 
n terrific vengeance on Jack Smedley. Suddenly 
n thought struck him. fie advanoed to the nearest 
oab'Stand— drew tbe waterman aside— and putting 
a shilkng into his hand, asked him whether such' 
and'such a person (describing Smedley according 
to his disguise) bad fetohed a vehicle firom the 
tank within the last half hour f The waterman 
replied in tbe affirmative | and he furthermore 
named tbe house to whieh tbe ^ bad gone to 
take up the iadfvidual*! luggage. Thii wee tbe 
house where Smedley had Mgid i and tbetefore 
the waterman'! tale wfifi iviitoiaitlfi •iffcet. But 
the waterman wu totally wnahle la aShrd a etua 
to the dirwtion la whifih the mb Ifidiubie^uentily 
driven. 

"Btttif aobafoa particoli^ipfial to know, 
added thia f onaticaary, "yaa'tf didySowau ti 
tha mbmaa aegmi haila-^ thiS m cat Im 
an about iV* 

Tha BaitodfitldadtlvaB adc|4^^ 
glvaai and U autied an adbiwa|r m 
whara the tmtatmaa |maibM4 Id tl|Sta bht iii« 
amdiataly tpot tha raliia of tb# aarlMaa tihi^ 
nan whma ntmanca til now- l<liuiNd» . TSb 
Burker, in a mood cl aafiaga luUiiMfih 
the most daq^te vandeitm if ha ilfabald 
auoaeed in Iraektng o« Ht fblia mmtt IRida 
acitiy an hoaapamadi Butaf w«a midnt dm* 
peraiely irnpmatt but afi-'lMIgtli wi e ri li M i i 
lU fd t hit ippaaraiKwt, acoomfiiidid b]f iMifinimni 
who luul (inly jMt retnrnad ta Ml iMfe < 

TbaBnrkemowaicortitoadtbil IM Nadley 
UdhNndrivaiinlbecabla t llM|tmabua 
orStTlaifce'ilaapiiil ts 
that ha lid alilMad theta, M M ttWl & 
gada to a hottii the inmfilaa^ tMlI to li 
halattSitimaof hia arrival Ml lili M «a fa 
obfdienaa to hie tiMnane, ^ to | to bM id* 
miiibm with tnaal wilMto* ^ 

Barker wu oomdaibd fa giva tbi OMmtn a abU* 
ling fi>r thie iiUhrmatlenv lad than till bit fa* 
mailing coin ha latahiad tha maafalarvlaeita tala 
himupufaruSt.Lttka*iBo^til. Thaohurtdi 
in Old Street proclaimed the Imur of one just m 
the Barker alighted from the oab. He now pur- 
fided hia Itay on fbot; and in a Ibw minutea 
lauhed the house which the eahman had aeeu- 
MAf daioribed to him. The Barker wu UHalh 
Ignora&t of who the oecuAnta of the dwelling 
14^ bai but he Ml tolembly well eenired that 
ihay eerntd not be %hat le tanto vaspeetahle«»or 
abe Uito iidaCfag cireumstancaa they wouU be 
no fMenda of Jmt Smedley, supposing them to be 
Uqualated tith Mmi while on the other hand, if 
la were unknown to them, they would eearcely 
lava iumiited a atrangar at eaOh an houTk But 
tbit imming wilUugnem on their part, to^vdiidh 
tha cabman had alluded, to afibrd Smedley a 
tofafa warranted the eonduaion thu Ihay at 
tot l5at eomething of him. 

Ihl fairbar’a asind wu toon made up how to 
ifiiL Ha mng at tha hell— for knoeker there was 
none I and in a few mlnutee he beard footsteps 
apprmlbing along the passage inside. An dderiy 
Bum— with a candle in hia hand, and only half 


dressed— appeared at the door; and very much 
utonished did he look at the singular upeot of 
the Burker, with the beard and gaberdine. 

"One word nith you, my friend," said Barney 
in a low but peremptory tone : and be at onoe 
entered the passage. 

** What does this mean f" demandod the man, 
affecting a look of indignation, (bough in reality 
he had a visible trouble depicted on his counte- 
nance. 

A glanee showed the Barker that the key was 
in tbe itraet-doori he at once locked it— and 
taking out the key, uld to tbo man, "You don’t 
know me— eh P" f 

wu tha msponie^ nervously and tremh- 
Ungly ^vau. 

‘^Than Tm a detective— that*# what I am. You 
needn't stare at me aftor that ftuhion t it’s a drese 
I've wo^ to look out for a chap that's wanted— 
and I've found him at lut. I don’t mean yon— 
10 you needn't look so glumi though if you've 
•ny of your nonaenw or oauu any obstruction, as 
tbe lying is, I shall preeloui soon walk you off. 
i’ve got half-a*doaen of my people in the street.” 

At thia moment a woman, afaut a year or two 
younger than the man- both of whom were elderly 
-vemerged from an adjoining room, with terror 
depicted upon her oountvnance i for she bad evi- 
dently overheard all that the Burker had Jut been 

hope there’a nothing wrong, sir,” she began, 
In a voioe of whimpering entreaty. " Me and luy 
hufband keeps a respeotable lodging-house— and 
tfiough poor—” 

**Well, I've no quaivol ulth you,” interrupted 
fae Barker t ” but jut show me the way to tbo 
loom wheit you've lodged tha person which or- 
rived here jolt now in n cab.” 

Tbe locke which tbe mao and bb wife ciehanged, 
emirlaead the Barker that he wu on tbe rigiit 
*>»tliat Bmedley wu there— and that they 
ileuvfa fmew to he wu. 

"Oeme nyp^ bo nonunut” he aald i " but be 
«niel-«oe b to le all the wui for you, 1 can 
Mutbar 

*'irp*liilrlMhe buk attic,” said the man i 
and he presented the undie to tbo Burker. 

” Bow, I'm going to manage this little business 
without no noise,” remarked tho villain ; ” and so 
if you both hold your toog&es, you'll iind it tho 
hut way to iu9p out of truuhb.” 

I'm sura wo'ra vary much oblaegod to you, 
sb/' mid the woman i " and if so be you'll take a 
drop of eometbiog to drink——” 

" Presently,’' interrupted tbe Buker. " There 1 
go into yonr own room— keep quiet— and bave mo 
to maeage. Dq you think ho can hear what wt 
are eayingP' 

"I'm fure he can't,” responded the man,^ 
oolese be'a eome half-way downstairs for tho puf* 
pOM-xWbbh isn't likely, fie wouldn’t think any* 
thing pertbttlu of the door bell ringing, because 
he knows what sort of a house it is.” 

The Barker now waved hb hand for tbe elderly 
couple to retire into their room, — which they 
aeeordiogly did,— both firmly oonvineed that their 
visitor WM a deteotive in dbguiee. Barney, with 
tbe light in his hand, began ascending the'stairsf 
and in a fow moments he gained the top landing. 
Then, lU he opened the door of the buk attie, 
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Smedlej started up in his bed from a sound sleep^ the attici-^wbile Jaok Smedlaj felt so marrsUouelj 
—giving vent to an ijaculation of terror on re* reKeted by his disappsArsscSi that the loss of the 
eognising the disguised Burker. ' mon^ he had meant to self-appropriate was npw 

Hold your tongue, you scoundrel growled but a very secondary eonsbieratioa. the Barker 
Barney, as he entered the room and closed the deseended the stairs i the man and woman of the 
door. ** You sneaking, white-livered rascal 1" he bouse issued forth from their room, wondering to 
continued, in a vpice which though low, was full of hear only the footsteps of a single individual— for 
a deep savage ooncentratSd rage ; ** did you think they had naturally expected that the supposed 
as how you could play your cursed pranks upon toctive had come to take JTack Smedley into cue* 
meP” tody. The Burker did not however choose to 

Jaok Smedley was ss ghastly as a ghost; whiles voluntssr any explanation i he ordered them both 
as he sate up in bed, his miir was literally standing to go bsek into their own room and not bother him 
on ond and his whole frame waa quivering. He with their presence: and then opening the l|r<mt 
endeavoured to speak— but eould not t he was a door, be quitted the house, • 

proy to all the terrific and horrifying dread which • 

tho appearance of so desperate a man at the Barker ■ 

was. under such circumstances but too well calcu- 
lated to inspire. CHABTBB OlX» 

“ Now mark me, Jack Smedley,** respmed the 
terrible Barney i *' if I don’t find every coin of my TAB AlTAB ABB ItB. BBBOUtfBl 

money safe among jour traps, 1*11 have your life 

though 1 swing for it to-morrow morning 1'* ij was in tkp aftemoon of the day foibwing that 

It is all there,'* gasped forth the miserable gold* nighfs ineidsntii which we hate been relating; 
beater, whoso cowardice was only equalled by the and Mr. Bsdohffe proceeded to ()|aeea Indora’e 
wickedness of liis disposition. But pray don’t ttlljl. Havjhl|g*|iM^ A eouple of Iwurs in her 
bnrt me— pray don't !*' spoiitn he took nit leave i but at he iras iieuiog 

J1 urfc you P" echoed Barney t and he grodnd from the Crouti^oorf Sagoohah^ who opened it for 
his teeth with ferocious rage. “ I did swear to him, sod4Wy Uid her hand upwi 1 m anOi and 
myself just now that I would have your life : but ^said in a^w deep toiqe, is absolutely neces* 
if so be I get back my blunt, 1*11 leave you for the sary I shm^d bave a hw mintttee* eonversation 
hangman. There nevCr was such A dirty, sneakinm with pou-** 

paltry scoundrel as you are in this bless^ worlol Bedcllffb slopped shcrt in astonidiment. fov 
Why, your wife Bab was always ashamed of you— an instant the eyes of the Hindoo woman had 
always 1— and I'm blowed if 1 think Jack Ketch shed upon him t^iir biirning light in thpt same 
himself would like to have -to do with such a fel* manner which on three or bur prevloua oepaaions 
low !" had struck him M being sopeouliar : but now, the 

Smedley began to whimper and snivel ; while next instant her looks bcoame full of q soft and 
tho Burker, deliberately drawing forth bis dreadful- esmept sutcealy. * 

i looking clasp-knife, proceeded to cut the chords of " What mean you, Ssgopoah he asked t ** what 
tho box which was in the attio. He opened it i can von. have to mj to me which may not be 
ho found all his money safe : and bis ^et glistened isid in the presence of your mistreseP Your re- 


ho found all his money safe; and bis ^et glietened paid in the MUfence of your mistresef Tour re- 
with a savage joy as he resumed uossesslon of his queet is so wrange— * 
gold. He continued to ransaok'all the oontenti of ** X beiesob UM implorf that you will grant me 
tho box : but ho found therein nothing else worth a few miautei I** respouded the ayah. " Oh ! pray, 
taking. pray do 1 Yonder'— in the field *t the extremity 

Where’s your own money P*’ he demanded of of the garden— I will be there in a few minutes I 
Smedley. ** Hero, 1 suppose 1" and he oaught up Ob, Mr.'Bedoliffe, rebse me not 1*’ 


with a savage joy as he resumed uossesslon of his queet is id 
cold. He continued to ransaok'all ^he contents of ’’I bean 


of your mistressP Your re- 


the pantaloons whioh the gold-beater had been 
wearing, and whioh pore lying over a ohair. 

There were six or seven soverhigns and a qoan* 


She then hastUy glided away ; and Mr. Bedcliffe, 
issuing from tb# villa, deliberated bswilderinglj 
with himself as to the course which be ought to 


tity of silver in tho pocket I but Jaclr Smedley, now pursne. The haunting looks of Sagoonah ap- 
having the horrors of utter destitution before his peered to corroborate the idea that she had really 
eyes, began to moan so piteously that the Burker something of importance to say to him ; and he 
thought to himself, "He will do something despe* could at least see bo harm in hearing what this 
rate if 1 leave him penniless ; and maybe he will might be. He aocJrdingly decided upon keeping 
blow the whole thing, turn round and pPacb, and the appointment^ whioh she had just given urn t 
make a general smash of it. I’ll play the generous and on quitting tl^ grounds attscM to the 
towards him.** villa, be repaired to the field whioh was oomp1o|e|y 

The Barker placed upon the table the money concealed by a screen of trees from the wiudowe 
' which he had just taken from the pocket of tho of Queen Indora's habitation, la a few mluutes 


pipe for youP Now look here. Jack— you’re a pace and seemed to be smitteii with confusion gad 
thundering rascal, and you know you are : it would timiditv. 

sarve you right to leave you without a sourrick, as "What have you to fimv, Sagoonah?" aikad Mr. 
you .meant to leave me. But I'll Just give yon Bedoliffet ’’why is your manner thus straagef 
another chance: so ITl oontent myself with takmg Draw near, and tell me for what purpose yon be- 
back my own. i^d now good-bye." sought this interview, and what importenl own- 

With these wor^ the Burker turned and quitted munioatioii you mif have to make to mtl" 
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” I know not, ifr,** responded Sagoonab, in a 
low aoft tromiiloui Toioe, “ whether to link down 
at joor fMt and apeak as a slare— or whether to 
look jou Ui the face and with the dignity of a 
woman addrem you.*’ 

** These are strange word^*’ said Mr. BedclilTe, 
gaiing intently upon the ayah in the hope of 
fhthooiing her purpose by the expression of her 
ooantenanoe. You speak of slavery t there is 
none in this oountry— at least not that species of 
slavery that you are thinking of. Sron if there 
were, I should not claim suoh homage from 
you ^** 

* Ah I but, sir,**,interrttpted Sagoonab, •* if there 
be no slavery that is enaoted or condrmed by law, 
there may nevertheless be a slavery in which the 
foelings or the passions enthrall the indi^doal!'* 

** What mean you, Sagoonsh F* ijaoulated Mr. 
Bedoliffe, who now appeared to Oatoh a slight 
sointillation of the real trath: bui the next in- 
stant be repudiated the luspieion from his idln^as 
something preposterous or imposiiblsb "What 
mean you f** he repeated. 

The ayah advanoed a little nearer towards him : 
there was a moment’s flashing of her brilliant 
burning eyesi and then the next instant they 
were curtained by her ebon lashes^ and her loolm 
were downosst. For a moment too it appeared a^ 
if she were really about to assert that womanly 
dignity of whioh she had spoken; but that as if 
she found it impossible to be msintsined against 
the influenee of other and softer foaUngs whioh 
were agitating within her. 

" Mr. Bedoliifob** she said, in a voiee that was 
again tremuloui^ "X Would f^ ooniult you upon 
a point whio|^ elosfly. and intimately oonoerns my 
hi^piness.** 

"But why not consult your kind-hearted mis- 
tress f” inquired Mr. Beddiffe. "Shs^ Sagoonab, 
is the most fltting person to’be made your confi- 
dante, an4to proffer yon suoh eonnsel as may be 
necessary under tho eiren m etanceii." 

" Ohf no^ sir I" exclaimed Sagoonah i * my mis- 
tress Is the very last person whom 1 can con- 
sult I** 

" And it is equally impossible that you can con- 
sult me,** said lb. Bedoliffe ooldly : fur the vary- 
ing oonfusion, hesitatioo, and qpbarrassment of 
the ayah— a moment’s dignity bmng succeeded by 
minutes of tremulous bashfulness, and by a visible 
diflidenoe in ooming to the point, -all these served 
to strengthen the suspicion which had previously 
entered the mind of Mr. Bedoliffe. 

" I am a stranger in a stmnge country," oon- 
tinuad Sagoonah, now throwing a deep pathos into 
her tone; "and yet you refuso to become my 
counsellor— my adviser I Ah, sirl if this be the 
harbinger of that extrema eruelty whioh I am to 
experience at your hands when the revelation of 
my seeret shall be fully made—" 

"Listen to me^ Segoonahl** interrupted BCr. 
Bedeliffo t and though be now spoke peremptprily, 
yet it was likewise withTa certain degree of kind- 
neait foR'Wfolt that after all his suspiebn might 
be wraugft S^d being utterly without vanity or 
self-MwtIb he eould soaroely fancy it was correct. 
"It la not seemly for us to continue in conversa- 
tion hicet bath your character and mine would 
sufo if wo wore obcerved. I do not mean to 
ifMrwa you in haith terms i but you are now at 


f 

once to understand from my lips that without far* 
thor hesitation on your part must you prooead to 
the communication you have to make to me— « 
Unless indeed, Sagoonab, you would rather that 
we should separate at ones, and that we should 
both forget the occurrence of this private inter* 
view." ^ * 

" Forget P " ojaculat^ Sagoonab, almost in 
accents of bitter scorn— not at Mr. jbdcliffe him- 
self, but at the idea as she had caught it up. " For- 
got P No— it is impossible 1 Never can I forget 
aught that is oonneoted with you ! And now you 
have my secret," she exclaimed, for a moment 
flinging her burning regards upon him : then, as 
the next instant they were again curtained by 
their dark fringes, she added in a low voice, " I 
love you 1" 

Mr. Bedcliffe first felt inclined to give vent to 
exprassidUs of anger and indignation; and this he 
would assuredly have done if dealing with an 
English woman who sought to sat herself up as a 
rival to Queen Indora and tempt or beguile him 
away from that plight which he had made her and 
from that troth by which he now considered him- 
self so solemnly bound. But a second thought 
made him reflect that^it was a Hindoo woman who 
stood before him— one wj^o belonged to a distant 
and different dime— whose thoughts and whose 
notions were as distinct as the habits and customs 
of that clime itself from those of Western Eu- 
rope. Instead therefore of displaying anger or 
acorn, Mr. Beddiffe considered it sdike more pru- 
dent and more generous to reason with Sa- 
goonah- 

"I will not pretend," he said, "to doubt the 
seriousness with which you have made that 
avowal, inasmuch as 1 cannot for a moment sup- 
pose that you would stoop tp such miserable 
trifling. But it is impouible, Ssgoooab, that you 
ean entertain the slightest hope— >" 

"Hope, sirP" she murmur^. "Xiove itself is 
hope 1 (N one thing I am certain i— you love not 
Queen Indora} although you have promised to 
espouse her ! Then wherefore may 1 not hope that 
you will yet learn to love me F* 

" If 1 were to tell you, Sagoonab," replied Mr, 
Beddiffe, with a deep muurnfulneas in hu toue 
and a profound compassion in bis looks^ " that the 
power of love is dead withfa me, you perhaps 
would not un(]prstand my meaning. But let me 
address you on another subject. What is your 
age P You are in your twenty-sixth year— with 

ail the vigour of youtbfuloesi— still young and 

1 do not mean to compliment you when I say that 
you are beautiful. 1 am three or four years past 
forty : but through care and grief my appearance 
is that of a still older man. Whatsoever personal 
beauty 1 may have onoe possessed, is gone—’’ 

" You forget, sir," interrupted Sagoonah gently, . 

** that I have known you for many years yes, 

from m^ very girlhood hare 1 known youl Was 
I not from a child brought up in the palace of la* 
derabadP— and think you not, therefore, my me* 
mory retains your image m I first knew you P— so 
that even whUe I now look upon you, I fail to ob- 
serve whatsoever ravages time or other oircum- 
ftances may have wrought jipun you. You ‘ware 
the Ural European whom 1 ever beheld; and 
tberefore^from my very girlhood wae there all the 
interest of novelty in my mind; — and if it 
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•urpriiiog that luohintereitihould haft Mpandad *'lf you poMMi an aoohantar’a power/* 
and ripened into another fseling P (M, air 1" eon- aponded Sagomh, " giro me baok my fteedom of 
tinued 'Sagoonah enthuaiaatteally, •*mj brain ia the heart— releaae me from the apella with whieh 
atored with memoriea in respect to yourself 1— you hare enthralled me— pluok oat from my brain 
memories whioh'l hare cherished and which I hare all the memories of the past— tear away from my 
/ed upon as the most delicious of fbod I Ah, aoul that image whUh has become aa it were 
imagination tranaporta me baok to the spacious terworen with my own existence I If yoa can do 
hallo and marble courts of Inderabad. I see my- all this, Mr. Bedolifli% Men indeed may we oepa- 
self a girl of fifteen or sixteen, seated by the side rate at once^ and I may fhithfully pfomise nerer 
of a fountain— and you approach — you speak more to address you in the langnage which I hare 
kindly to me— you tell me of the far-off land from been holding 1 Ob, think not that I am unaware 
which you came— this land where 1 now find my- of the desperate— the well nigh hopeless oonditioa 
self, and which at the time I so little dreamt I in which I am placed with regard to you I But 
should erer risit 1 And I see you walking as it my feelings fire atrongar thfitt*myaslf ; and I hare 
were in all the pride and glory of your own cirili- no more power to crush this lore of mine than yon 
■ation, amidst the oomparatire barbarism of that hare to m it be crushed. Is it not therefore rain 
native clime of mine I I hear those around me to talk to ate qf duties and proprieties P is it not 
speaking of wise and liberal measures ordained hr useless to remind me of the kind iodulgenee of a 
the King i I hear your name mentioned with good aiiitiiia-Htye^ and all the more eo^** the 
admiration— for full well is it known that from the added, in a folce whieh suddenly bsosme low, and 
suggestions of your wisdom do thoae meaauresi sPhioh hfid fi deeper asesning in it than Mr. Bed* 
emanate 1 Oh, I am a young girl again— 1 nm eliffe eoold fiithom at the tiiM,— ** aye, and all the 
roring through the gardens and the mar^ courts more so iaesmiMh a* 1' fiil that 1 hare sinned 
of Inderabad i 1 already lore you— my admiring figeiiist her tdb doe|p|||t'lnlai|tte room for repen* 
looks follow you, though you perceira them net: tafieef* • 

I look up to you aa a superior being that haseome " Bu^ 6i f COim | |i^* sWld MA Bedcliffe, now 
down amidst the immeasurable inferiority of that adopting a etsrner fooit fioff * ipors peremptory 
people to whom I belong 1'* * tons^, **it it abeelfitely neoessfirj tlikt you should 

It was with a strange and wild exaltation that exer^ fi*' bedosping centrol orer your' foelinga. 
Sagoonah spoke— an exaltation forvid, glowing, and 1 do not lore you— I efinnot lore you I What- 
rapturoua s and if Mr. Bedcliffe had eyes and a soerer infiuenee yen may hoMb think, or seek to 
heart to be smitten with the grand spectacle of that exercise orur me^ would be a tyranny against 
Hindoo woman's darkly splendid beauty, he could whieh I should rebel and I do not wish to spesk 
not hare failed to be stricken SAm/ The supernal too harshly— bkit sAU I most add that if it went 
lustre of her eyes shed a halo of animation upon too frw 1 should pnnish itl four good sense 
her countenance : her supple, willowy form must tell you that were I to brsatl#in the ear of 
yielded in eloquent gestures and graceful attitudes your mlsti^ a single syUable of all that bae*now 
to the varying tenour of her discourse : the quick taken pleee^ she would ^not retain you in her ser^ 
hearings of her bosom gare risible undnlationf to rioe* Be reasonable therefore " 
the snow-white drapery which ooreM it: while "Be reeacnable P** echoed Sagoonah, her eyes 
her arms, bare to the shoulders — so admirably fiashiog flrs^ fii^ hef entire form writhing as* if 
modelled though of dusky skin— played their part with the lenfo of an insult. "Who are you that 
with a grace all natural and unsWdied in those bid the flattes whieh you have excited suddenly 
gesticulations which gare such force to her Ian-' quench themielrts*P Can you oommand the 
gusgc, half pathetic, half passionate.^ rolcano to oease its hesringf and be still F How 

“ S^oonah," said Mr. Bedcliffe, 1 ought not then think you that you can exercise such a 
to have tarried to listen to suoh discourse ss thie; power orer the human heart P Ko, Clement 
and if you were an Englishwoman, our interview Bedcliffe! it isiyou who are most unreasonable, 
would hare been cu^ short almost at the instant it I am but a poor weak woman— you are a strong 
commenced — — or perhaps, I shculd rather eay man ; and it is you who are playing the tyrant 
that it would not hare been granted at all I But towards me / You ere now ask^ mo what my 
once more 1 conjure you to listen to me attentively, purpose was and what my hope is P Listen— 
Either you mean that 1 am to prove faithlese to Bo, do not interrifij^t me I I insist upon speaking 
the row I bars plighted to your mistress, and re- in my turn— and i^ls my turn now I Since I left 
eeire yourself as a wife P— or else you intend me to Inderabad, I hare learned maeft of the world— 1 
remain faithful to that plight in eome sense, but to hare looked upod it in a new light— I hare studied 
abandBn myself to the temptation of an illicit lore it— I know it. WeU aware am I of the immea- 
with yottP In either case you are acting most im- surable distance which exists between my^f and 
. properly: you are outraging the loftiness of tbafi, you— of the great gulf which social distinetioiie 
very female dignity of whieh you ere now spoke: have established between us. Think no^ t..ere* 
you are behaving ungratefully to the mistreu who fore, that I esek to beeoma your wifo I Vo— but 
hue erer been so kind and indulgent towards you. I will beoome your slarej and to be your slave, is 
Ho you not comprehend me, SagoonahP Will you to be your mistrese— the toy with wwm you mey 
not promise that you will stifie this infatuaeion play— the objeot tlut may gratify a passing phau- 
whieh you hare been cherishing, and that nerer tasy. But you must lenounee the row wli^h you 
more heneeforkh will you address me ia iueh terms P hare pledged to Indora— ** 

You see that I do not reproach you: 1 speak. "Sagoonah I" cjaoulated Mr. Beddiifo aag rUy. 
kindly to you— and curily, surely your better foel- "Listen— listen!'' oried the Hindoo womta 
lags must be touohed— your good sense ipust make vehemently i and she stamped her foot with ax* 
you aware of the truth of all 1 am telling you P* dtement. "You chall hear me to the ead \ I 
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WM theNfore^ that 70a moit renounoe 

vm TOW to beoome the hiuband of Indora. A 
oiadom owdta W (^•iirelj, aurelj she can leare 
to her homhie slaT# the happineii the heart'e 
lofof Andf Oh I think not, Mr. Bedcliife, that if 
70a reallj lored Indori^ I would insiit upon aueh 
A Morifioe ea this 1 No 1 1 should hare merey upon 
Tou— ‘beeause, alas 1 1 know what it is to love. It 
II really no lacriOoe that I am demanding on your 
part. Ton seek not for worldly honours nor earthly 
titles t you care not for that Sovereign dignity with 
which the sharer of Queen Indora's throne would 
Jbeeome invested. Ah! you see that I oomprehend 
your disposition well. Then, after aU» what is it 
that I ask P That you will not marry where you 
do not love— but that yon consent to receive a 
dave and a mistreu Ehito you are betovedl” 

" And all thi^ Sagoonahy is' an impossibility/’ 
said Mr. Bedeliffe. ** I have endeavoured to reason 
with you— and you will not be reasonable. ^ Ton 
now compel me to speak out the full truth steni^ 
—and you may think implaoaUy. MeTsrthllesib 
it must be done. Baton you to your mistreasi 
for here our interview ends. I iMl cidl at the 
villa to-morrow I and by your demeanour shall 1 
be decided whether 1 retain the seal of silence on' 
my lips— or whether 1 must perform a duty by 
eiplaining to Queen Indora everytMng thathae^ 
ta^n place. Bo not^iegard me as an enemy, 
Sagoonah : I woul^ ratlisr be your iHend 1 1 have 
made all possible allowaness for you—** 

" No^ sir— you have netf ’ interrupted Sagoonah 
vehemently. ^The poor Hindoo woman hM her 
feelings as weU as the hai^;btieit lady of your 
dviliaed British land. Mine are woondedL Think 
you that 1 bate no virtue P t|dnk you that I value 
not 4ny chastity and my hooourP The former is 
immacidata— the lattsr untarnished. Yd do I 
oiFer to lacriflce my virtu/ for your sake. Judge 
thereby the strength of my lovel And is such a 
bve as this to be subdued by a odd mandate to 
be reasonableP is it something to be crushed like 
tbisP**— and setting her foot upon a wild flowery 
she trampled it down, half diaQi^oUy, half vehe- 
mently. 

"Sagoonah, I most leave you,” said Mr. Bed* 
eliffe : and be was turning away. 

" No— our interview ends not tbns 1 ” interrupted 
Sagoonah t and bounding forward, ehe caught him 
by the arm. "You know not what it is to trifle 
with the feelinge of a woman— thus to soorn her 
love— to refuse the sUghteet lecrifioe on your part I 
Such a love at mine is capable ft turning into the 
deadliest hate. I need not repiod you that 1 be- 
long not to the same cold clime as you—” 

"Ssgoonalib all this is ridjculduil” interrupted 
Mr. B^cliifo. ’’If you were an Engliabwomao, 
I should ooncsiva that your brain was turned by 
witnessing the outragsons details of some highly- 
wrought mdo-drama— or that you had stooksd your 
brain with phrasea from soma prepoaterous ro- 
manosb I now insiit thpt this may end § and re- 
member that it is yoursslf who are the cause that 
I cm tyjilAtethiM harshly!” 

SspBltyb drew bioki and for a few iasmnts she 
contUBipmM Mr. Bedeliffe in so singular a manner 
that ha wsa attarty at a loss to fothom what was 
paming In bar mind. It sssmed as if the intense fer- 
vpif of bve wereatyut to tom into hate— as if the 
iMmUih burnt in hsc eyei^ expressed a paarion 


of one kind that might in a moment flame up into 
another. Bat then, blended with all that, there 
was an expression of mingled oompassion and 
anguish upon bar countensncei and- she looked, 
too^ as if she etiU so far iflung to hope that she 
wo^d not yield to the desperation which might 
make her take eome step impossible to be recalled. 
In a word, tho ayah’s ooufltenance at that moment 
was a tablet of the wildest eontradiotions t the 
traces of her feelings were there— but they were 
hieroglyphios impossible to be deciphered. 

"Mr. Bedeliffe^” said Sagoonah, all the Are of 
her eyes auddenly yielding to a deep and mournful 
pathos, "you will not doom me to utfor misery 1 
Ob, do not— do not I Is there naught that 1 can 
do for youP Set me tho most impossible of tasks 
—and I will even achieve the impossible 1 Put 
my love to the test — you shall And tiiat it will pass 
through fhe ordeal I Will you not have mercy 
upon me P Look upon me as a woman standing 
i^n the brink of a precipice, and whom one touch 
of your hand may hurl over into the abys^ or 
bring btek to a position of safety. Ob, my brain 
is turning I I feel as if I were going mad 1 Have 
mercy upon met” 

Sagoonah sank at. Mr. Bodoliffu’s feet: she 
preaS^ her hands to her /)row — eho gave vent to 
convulsive sobs. She appeared as if distracted. 

" 1 pity you, my poor Sagoonah,” he sai i, bend- 
ing down to raise her t " but beyond that feeling 
of oompassion—” 

’’Ohl such a love as mine,” interrupted the 
ayah, strongly emphasiaiog her words, ” is not to 
ho satisfied with mere oompassion I Mr. Bedolifle, 
give me your lovo— or at least accept mine ! But 
refuse me^ and beware lest your soorn suddenly 
arms me with the venom of a serpent !” 

"Sagoonah,” answered Mr. Bedeliffe, "I can 
now keep no terms with you 1 for 1 see that there 
is evil in ydur disposition. A woman who oan 
•peak as you have just spoken, must be pre- 
pared for any extreme, however desperate. II 
is my duty t& report everythiug to your mia- 
treea— ” 

Again Sagoonah flung herself upon her kneos^ 
exclaiming, "No— not spare mel be merciful 
onto me I I spoke at random I Oh 1 not for a 
moment— no, not for a moment would I dream of 
executing whatsoever menses’ in my despair woe 
thrown oatl*’ « 

** Well, then, I consent to pardon you,” said Mr. 
Bedeliffe. " Yes, I will pardon you. But it is 
only on this condition— that never henoeforth, by 
word nor even by look—” 

" 1 understand you, sir,” interrupted Sagoonah 1 
’’and I thank you for this merey which you are 
vouchsafing unto met” — then as she slowly rose up 
from her snppliant posture, with an expression of 
oountenanoe which was singularly calm and placid 
after all^tbe exoitement she had just displayed, she 
■aid, "Farewel 4 Mr. Bedeliffe. Pray forget, sc 
you have promissd to forgive^ whatsoever 1 m now 
taken place.” 

” I will, Sagoonah— X will both forgive and for- 
ge^” respond A Mr. Bedeliffe s ’’and let me cin- 
otrely hope that your refleetioBa in your edmer 
momenta will lead you henoeforth to be completely 
reasonable.” 

’* Tfae> wil 4 sir— rest assured that they wilh* 
r^oined flagQOlla]^ wMi «n air of the deepest 


Bi« 0 jinoM t and then with the low obeUanoe of a| the tbiii gave way to her linitter refleotiona ; tad 


•lave, she turned away from the apot 


when her mind woa eompletely mode up, the oiked 


At first she proceeded slowly ; and if Mr. Bed- herself a final queation# It was whether she did 
eliffe could only have seen how ominous were the verily and trulv possess the strength of mind that 
fires which 'dashed forth from her largo dark eyes, was requisite for the earrying oat of her purpose | 
his confidence in the assurances she had just given —and she answered herself iu the affirmative. 
..him would liBjfe been shaken, if not altogether Kow away to a iDa||[istrate/* she aaid, *' to give 
dispelled. In a few moments she quickened her the information and strike the blow without far- 
paoe, and glided back into the grounds of the ther delay I Ah, Ohristinq Aihtmt, vou little 
villa. Then Mr. BedoliiFe, who had lingered on thought wherefore you fouqd nm so imy a pupil 
the spot to follow her with bis regard^ took his in studying undsr voor tuition tbs aooorats ren- 
own departure. ina of the SSnsliih language I Ton little sospeoted 


ing of the SSngliih language I Ton little sospeoted 
wherefore you discovered me bendiog with so nuich 
earnestness over that huge file of the Bngliidi newi^ 
pspen I And now 1 am shodt to turn my koow- 

CHAPTEB GX« ledgs to an account— ajo, and 1 know how to set 

about it 1 It is but to enter one of ihp puhlio 

TUB BOBBOWEU oosTViCB. vebiclei^ ood order the driver to take ms to tlm 

^ dwelling of the neamt magistrate r 

Tub dusk had now closed completely in; and Sa- Bagooaah was about to issae from the chamber, 
goonah, on regaining the villa, at once aacended when she caught sight of herself in a mirror which 
to her own chamber. There she sate down to give she MuMSd t and sha stoppsd short, 
way to her meditations. . drsss,'* the saia to hecsslf, ** betrays ths 

“Did 1 not almost foresee it P" she thought poor Hindoo ^v» i sad it may prevent me from 
within herself i " was 1 not incessantly haunted obtaining admlsiioo to the prtNace of the magia- 
by the idea that ho would acorn my love P— did I trsto. Ah I X have road how difficult of aoceaa 
not continuously entertain athe dread that it were* are tome of thf high foiibtionariea of this country 
impossible to thaw that frozen heart of his P It *i«>and hhw .ipoeb fiepsnds upon the appearanoe 
has been done— the attempt has been made— it^ and sonditictt of thole who ai^ an interyiow with 
has failed 1 It were madnesa to renew it I But them I VlTere it Quesn Indore heraelf, with her 
now, what retuaioa for me P A hopelea love— or a rieh apparel, every laee-bedisened laequey would 
signal vengeance 1 Hopeless love P Ah, no 1 That bow— every door would fiy open— and amidat pro- 


wore cherishing a serpent to gnaw continuously at foundeat solutot io os would she be ushered into the 
my iicart’s core 1— that were to surround this very presence of whomsoever amongat Bngland’s digni- 
heart of mioo with red hot coals and fan them taries lbs tout sought out* But X**tbs humbls 
into an incessant blase. I could not live thus 1 ^bvo-ifOb, it will bo difihrent with me 1 And then 
But vengeance P Ah 1 and it will not be vengeance too^ evsn If X suoseedefi ht obtsinink such an in* 
on o»o only— but likewise on her to whom he has tsyvieis W tale would not be believed t I sliould 


plighted his troth 1” 


( be treated with Mooru apdridioule. What am 1 to 


Sagoooah arose from her seat end paced three do P" 
or four times to and fro in her chamber. Her And ogi^ tko Hindoo woom sate down to de- 
better feelings were maintaining a severe struggle liberate withiu heiself > but it was not for very 
against the agitation of the darko^pMiiooaof her leng. ’ 


soul : for she bad truly and fondly loved Clement 
Bedcliffo — and the blow which she meditated against 
him would, she thought, be crushing— overwhelm- 
ing : it would be death— and yet not death to he in- 
flicted by her own hand 1 


" If I do this** Oh xefleoting, dare I 

return to the villa r Will it not be known that 
from me the information was obtained. Bieaides 
if I steal forth now, it will be two or three hours 
before I could return t my absence would be re- 


“ Yes, I will do it I” she suddenly ejaculated morked-snd ifben the blow should smits him 
within herself: “ I*will do it I I must have ven- almost at the very same time, Indora’s saspioions 
geance for this alighted love of "mine— And would at onee point to myself as the source whence 
besides, even apart from vengeance, I must do that it emanated. Z must therefore hid an eternal fare- 
which will eflectually prevent him from ever be- well to thie home and my mistreie. Aye— and 
eoming the husband of the Queen. Oh, to eerve why not P Sveryfiiiog for vengeanoe I li or need 
him aa a slave— 1 who lore him so madly 1— to I go away emptyth|nded. And, Ah I I wUl sp- 
bebold him in the arms of another- and that other parel myeeif in ineure my admii- 

whom 1 have so long hated os my rival t— Ko, not eion into the presense of the magistrate whom I 
1 could not endure it 1 Ob, I will have vengeance am about to seek." 

—and my purpose ehall bo etrong to wreak it I Having thus settled all her proeoediogs in hei 
. There aholl now be no more feebleness with me. mind, Sagoonah assumed a calm expreiiion of 
Did 1 not arm myself with the eouyoge Requisite eountenance, and desoended on some pretext to 
to plant a dagger in the bosom of Indora P did I the drawing room. She there found Queen Indora 
not even anatch forth the venonioua reptile from and Christina seated together, and engaged in 
ite cage P did 1 not place it in her ooiu^P And conversation. Almost immediatoly afterwards 
if oireumaianoea were hostile to my sinn— if those Christuii^ Ashton caUed at the villa, to pass an 
vsnturM of mine terminated in failure— waa it hour with his Meter and the Queen; and Sagoonah 
through any laok of courage on my part P Vo, felt satisfied that iho had now ample leisure for 
no r I was bold for all those terrific purposes of the exeeution of her purpose, 
mischief I— and shall I prove myself weak now?** Indora bad worn during the earlier part of the 
stood in the middle of the chamber os day that some apporei— holf-Europeon in its 
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Cishion, tnd hftlf*Orii»ntBl in iti style— ^bieh she 
had wom on the preceding day: but she bed 
ebunged (hal dress for an cToning oostame, ae- 
•orduig to her wont, when sbv performed ber 
toilet in diimer. This semi English, semi-Sastem 
garb wlueh she had put off, as we biTS just said, 
lay apQO the couch in Indora’s chamber. That 
chamber was now entered by Sagoooah, who lost 
no time in apparelling herself in the dress which 
she thus fbund upon the bed: and from the 
Queen's jewel-caskets she took many raluables, 
as well as a large sum in gold and bank notes 
which she found in a writing desk that happened 
to be unlocked. Concealing this wealth about her 
Jierson, Bagoonah (ung a thick and costly tcU 
oTer her head. A few minutes afterwards she 
issued noiselessly forth from the front door of the 
▼ilia. The evening had closed ini but it wu a 
beautiful clear one— and all objects were plainly 
▼isible in the flood of argentine lulfere which poured 
down from a oloudless ^y. 

We must for a brief space leave Sagmali, Just 
as she is beginning to glide throug)i Ine |pmn 
attached to the Tilla} and we must return to an 
individual of whom indeed we bate very recently 
spokep. This was Barney the Bvrker. 

about four o'clock in the afternoon of the 
fl^of which we are wrltinf^-Had which was the 
I m following bis adventures mth eld Jonathan Car- 
nabie and with Jack 8medley**-Uie Barker benl^bia 
steps a second time towards Queen Indora's villa. 
He WM habited in his Jewish gaib which we have 
already described, and which was- indeed a moat 
eflbctiial disguise against the peering kirion oi 
even the keenest sighted oflfawr of justice. The 
dense foliage of evergreens, shrubs^ and trees which 
embowered so large a portioa of the grounds 
attached to the vill^ afforded the Burfcer an easy 
opportunity of pCMtrating into the endosure 
unperceived by any of the fnmatet of the dwelling. 
He oanoealcd himself in the midst of thatduii^ 
which wai, in the immediate vlehnige^ of tho 
fountain, and which had affwdod him a hiding- 
place on the preceding day. 

Presently he bchdd Indora welking throogh the 
ground^ in compeny with a gentleman whom he 
instantoneously recognised. This was the one who 
had pursued him almost to bis capture at Wood- 
bridge, when he had saved him^lf by plunging 
into t^ river,— the same too whom he had seen 
on the preeeding evening at Mr. Ohubb'a front 
door. But the Burker was ignorant that the gen- 
tleman bore the name of Olement Bedoliffe. Queen 
Indorm waa then apparelled in the lame ooetume 
in which the Burkhr had eeen htr on the preceding 
dey t namely, the cemi-lfiDglisfaC •emi-Eaetern garb, 
of wbioh wo have been epeaking. He was not 
long in psroeiving that she gased with tenderness 
on her companions he aaw that she loved him. 
At first the magnifloent beauty of the Queen pro- 
duoed upon the Burker an almoet ove^wering 
iofluenoe^ aimilor to that which he experienoed on 
the pcevioaa days but this gradually wore off, as 
in his gmbttsh he refleeted on the abeolute neces- 
sity Mb wes for him to aocomplish the task 
uajigaifl' i|^ the Duke of Marobmont^ and reap 
tfaons tliwiffdf which were to be the price of his 
Beeid e e, the Barker bated Mr. Bedcliffi, 
afshMb whom ho entertained a bitter epite on ac- 
.WOOnl of tba affrir at Woodbridgti and ha oon- 


coived that by fulfilling the Duke of Marohmonffs 
mission in respect to Indora, he cbould be at tba 
same time wreaking his vengeance on her oom- 
ptnion. Thus was it that the miscreant was on 
the present oooasion nerved with all hie wonted 
Satanic energies for a purpose of .tremendous mie- 
ohief. 

But Mr. Barnes by no moans intended to perpe- 
trate the orime while Indora was walking with one 
who even if he did not prove a protector, might 
at leut serve es a defender. He thought it very 
probable that Indora might presently remain alone 
in the garden; at all evente he determined to 
wait. His hiding-place was deeply embowered in 
foliage: he wu buried amidst laurels and bays| 
and when the dusk should be dosing in, that ans- 
buah would be perfectly impenetrable. 

There were a few moments, however, when the 
Burker experienced a mortal terror: for a stray 
dog, entering the grounds, began barking violently 
in the immediate vicinity of the spot where 
Buney wu concealed. With what bitter impre- 
cations did the miscreant curse the yelping curl 
and with what infinite eatisfution would he have 
driven hie long clup knife into the brute's 
body! The animal stood upon the edge of the 
border in the midst of wbioh the evergreens were 
planted,— barking with all its might : so that 
the circumstanea speedily Attracted the notice of 
Quun Indora and Mr. Bedcliffe. They advanced 
clou up to the spot: for a moment the Burker 
dreaded lut Mr. l^cHffe should make a minute 
inspection of the place: hut immense wu the 
miureant's relief when that gentleman contented 
himself wish merely driving the animal away. 

Shortly afterwuds Mr. Bedcliffe took his leave 
of Queen Indora; and then followed the interview 
between himsolf and Sagoonah whioh has already 
been deecribed. But in the meantime Barney the 
Burker continued in hie ambush. He had often 
riaited hours for an opportunity to aocomplish 
aome deed of evil ; he wu by no meant likely to 
abandon bie preupt enterpriu, so long u there 
might by any probability be a ohaooe of aobleving 
it on thia ocouion. ^ides^ u well for him to 
remain an hour or two more in a place where 
his 'ufety wu comparatively secured, than to go 
wandering about the bye-streets of the metropolie^ 
or sit down in some publio*bouM, with the chance 
of being recognised and captured. 

The time passed— the ihadee of evening felli 
but u the itafs came out and the weather wu ao 
mild and beautiful, the Burker thought to himself 
ho would Urry yet a little longer in oau Indora 
should by chance come forth to take another 
ramble. Preuntly his eu caught the rutling of a 
dreu at no great distance: he listened with sus- 
pended breath : nearer it oame — he heard the 
flowing ekirt of the oostume eweeping over the 
grassy and then brushing by some plant overhang- 
ing the border. The Barker puped forth; a^ 
the next instant hie hand clutched his olup-knife 
—for he felt auared that it wu Indora of whom 
he caught sight. Tu— the very same emtume 
whieh he had sun her wear that day and on the 
preeeding one I— and though the veil wu now over 
ber head, yet wu it evident beyond all poesibittty 
of doubt that thie wu his intended victim 1 , 

All of a enddeu thara wu a ruh from amldsl 
the treut a faint shriek ewaped the l|pe of the 

I 




rara irmiBias of tbh ooubt. 
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Toilod ono ; but in the twinklinj? of an fyo iho 
deapon which the miHcrcuui hold was buried 
weep in the yictim’s boBotn. Down she fell with- 
out another cry — with only a low brief moan ; 
and at that very instant the llnrkcr was ularinod 
by the sounds of footHtops approaohinff from 
behind the clamp of overgroonH that had formed 
his ambush. He dnrtod away— plunged amonpt 
the trees at the farihcr extremity of the garden 
—clambered the fence— ana gained the adjoining 
fields. 

After making a long cironit, the Burkcr re- 
entered London sumewhero in the neighbour- 
hood of the Edgwaro Koad. It was now ton 
oVjlock ; and as he pa'^sed along at a moderate 
pace, ho said to hin»self, “At eleven punctiwal 


two.” 

Mr. Barnes remembered that iUlMtAtlch AM he 
was personating a lew of venerMblM appeatanoe, 
with a long blaok gabardine and a grey board, 
he must not proceed too quickly^ for foat lest 
the eye of some doieccive shouldo tottle its 
glance upon him. * 

“ It’s a bnming shame,” said the misoreit&t 
within himself, “ that one can’t walk 
the streets of London without standing the 
chance of having the looksi, of imtiertinent 
curiosity riverted on ono’M self.” 

As he thus mused upon his wrongs, the Bnrker 

g nrsuod his way ; and on looking at the dock 
i a baker’s shop, whioh was not as vet shtit 
up, ho found that he had a good haif-hoiir^M 


up, no louna tnac 
leisure before kce 
winch ho was bent< 


f the appointment Oil 
e therefore rosolvbd to 


procure some refroihnic-nt : for many hours had 
elapsed since either food or drink had passed 
his lips. He entered a low pubUo-houae which 
he knew of old, but when he was tolerably 
certain he would not bo recognised in the cos- 
tume he now wore. There Were five or six 
villanous-looking ruffian! drinking in the tap- 
room, whioh was olondod with tebaooo smoke ; 
and the Barker, shrinking with all a Jew’s 
wonted timidity, into the obsoitrest comer, 
kept his oountonanre as much averted as 
poHsiblo, while ho uio thc^bread and cheoso 
and drank the beAr which he had ordered, A 
rapid glance swept over the compfiny, had 
made him aware tiiat two or three of the men 
were personally known to him : but it by no 
means suited his inleulions ^reveal himself 
or claim their acquaint atioe. Ilio company, on 
ibeir part, were not particularly surprised 
wrtth the presence of ono whom they took to bo 
a Jew : for at that public-house of which >vo am 
speaking there was at times a oongregation 
of a variety of characters. Nevertheless the 
conversation was temporarily suspended when 
the Burker entered and glided Into the comer : 
but it was speedily rouowed again. 

“ Well, what about that cliero business, then, 
Toby t” inquired one of the men thus addro.ssing 
a eomnanion'. 

“ wiiy, you see, Tummas,” wa« the response, 
•*ho inadc'lhe old fellow as drunk ns u tiddler, 
and no doubt hoenssed his grog.” 

“ ITos — ^ycn told ns. that just now,” inter- 
rupted the individual who had previously^ 

r kou. ** But did they know as how it wiw ‘ 
Burker P—My eyes I what aralp of heavy 
wot that old Jew haH just took !” ho added, in a 
lowered voice. 

“ How did th^y know it was the Burker ?” 
preceded Toby. “Why because when the 
old fc£tor oamotto his-self this morning, he 


recalled to mind everything wot had took 
place I and then ho recollected the partioklor 
way in which his friend of the previous 
night had spoke and wot a rum sort of lingo 
he had. He even wondered it hadn’t struck 
him at tlio timo: but having no suspicion, 
and thinking as how it was all right and that 
he had got into unkimmon good ^d respectable 
company, it wasn’t much to bo wondered at if 
the old feller was throihi completely off his 
guard.” 

“And how did yon heap all this, Toby?” in- 
quired one of the company : “ how did you got 
old of it, old chap P Toll us.” 

"Cos why I know’s siimmut of Chubb’s 
Morvant-gal — and she told me all about it. 
There is a gentleman which goes to see the old 
man— Carnabio that’s Ids name again ; and 
this gcuelman, it seems, called at tho house 
last night just at the very moment Barn(*y tho 
Burker was leaving it.” 

“ Welljtind I 'hposo the traps have had the 
office tipped 'em, ch P” 

“ Ah ! you may bo pretty sure of that,” 
responded Toby .* “ but it was all done in a 
very sn^ig and quint way, so lhat tho bu^inoss 
might not got into tho papers: for this Cnr- 
naoie is a parish-clerk somowliero down in liio 
country— and of course it would not be re- 
spectable for such on old file to be knowed to 

! fet hisRclf so stupid drunk and to make such a 
ool of hisaelf.” * 

“Ahl the Barker’s a clover cove,” said 
auother of the company. “ What a hand ho 
tuust be at a disguise 1 Blow me, lyhat a 
bund !” 

“I should have knowed him,” exol.'iimrd 
tho man who nii«wered to the name of 'I’oby. 

“ ’rhoro’s never a disgnirfo lhat ho could Jiavo 
put on so good OB to prevent mo from twigging 
on him.” 

Here the Burker, having llniehod his refresh- • 
meiits, thought ho had heard enough : but he 
had very little fear indeed of being recogiii-^ed 
by Toby, nqtwithslandiiig all Ihe foilow’B boast- 
ing. Indeed, cxhilarulen by tho uialt liquor lio 
had imbibed, tho miscreant chuckled inwardly 
at tho opportunity' of thin putling the boaster 
to the tost j* and rising from iiis seat, bo 
i walked more slowl** tho joom 

than when he had (i.brcl r.. Toby slarod 
Rt him, but only with a passing curiosity 
— and not with ihe fn in test suspicion : so 
that tho Burkor issued from the ]>ublic- 
house chuckling oven more blithely than be- 
fore. 

He now continued his way towards Pimlico ; 
and ho entore<i a narrow and somewhat ob- 

E i sl.reot, just as a neighbouring church 
: wa.s Hiriking cloven. One nido of 
h was formed by a wall belonging to 
the grounds of some mansion : and troca i 
overhung tho iron railing which fenced tho I 
top of this wail. In the shade of those trees ' 
tho Burker beheld a gentleman lounging 
along, aufl smoking a cigar as if with the case 
of a rakish listlessncss. This personago 
was the Duke of Marchniont ; and tho Burkor, 
accosting him, said, “Good evening, my 
lord.” 

“Who OTG youP” demanded tho Ditke 
with h«inghty; ourtness : but when the Burker 
burst out into a coarse though half-sub- j 
ducKl ohncklo, tho nobleman exclaimed, 
“What! is it poHsiblo P— t/oti in this di» 
guise ?” 

“Yes, my lordt it’emy own weny identical 
self,” yosponded the BurW been a 
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Uttio Bhi|1(iug of «§ jour Qrtce per- lerribk Uak Iw biul assigned to tha Bqrk0r> ha 

•eivcs--^'* appeared to be pursuing a round of pleasure^ and 

“ But (bo baaiueu^tbe miiflQfi I eqtroitad to was giring eplendid eotertainioeats at hie mauioa 
jouP” interrupted the Duke^ anaioUsljr and oei^ in BolgraTe ^uare. 

Touilj. On tbe^ening of which we are speaking, there 

“ It’s doiu^ mj lordi" wae the response ohuek* had been a dinner-party at Blarchmont House; 
lingly gi?en« and the saloons were afterward thrown open for 

Dune ( ^ it possihleF'* and there was a min- the reception of a fasbionahle assemblage. Dancing 
gled exultation and terror in the Duke's tone. oommenoed in one room i the oard<tables were 
“ If It wasn’t done, my lord/' said the Barker, siieedily oecupied in another. The Duohesa of 
I wiiut (ha douce should I be here forP pidn't • Mirohmout assumed a gay and cheerful aspect, 

I your Grace tell me to meet you somewhere about though her heart was inwardly a prey to the 
this spot at eleven o’clock on any night that 1 j naver'Ceasing aense of neglect and ill-treatment— 

I mi; 4 la have summut good to communicate P” j yes, even hatred, which she had experienced ^n 
yes — ttuol” ejaculated the Duke, who , the part of her husband. Tke Duke likewise dis- 
c\|»‘rieiieed a bewildering sensation— half in joy i sembled the real state of his own feelings— but fbr 
at being rid of a dangerous foe (as be thought) — a far different motive x and when he passed through 
and tialf in terror lest this new eumo should en* hit eumptuously furnisbod and brilliantly Hglited 
goiidor now sources of uppruliension. rooms— at if with the seal of a host wtio is careful ; 

And now, your Grace, for the reward,” said to see that his guests are surrounded by all pQS- I 
the Burkor. "Short rookoniuga makes long sible bospkalitios -frequent was the whispered re- j 
friends.” miark to the effect " that his Grace had nut for a , 

“ VV^e cannot possibly converse hero,” interrupted long time seemed so cheerful nor performed his • 
tlu' Duke. " Follow me 1— but follow mwat a dis-, part so affably as on the present ocuasion ” I 

tuncol'’ A little before elevets o’clock the Duke of | 

With these words Marchmont turned abruptly Harchmon^ had slipped sway from the midst ot ! 
round, and bent his steps towards Balgrave Square, the gay thfong; and throwing on an overcoat, had 
— HU occuaiunal glaoco thfown oyer his shoulder, issueci forth bytKe-haek part of the premises to 
sliowing him that the disguised Barker was follow% proceed to the place of appointment which he had 
I lug upon Uis truck. arrimgcd with the Barker. Tl^ey met, as we have 

I .alrea^ described and we left them heading their 

I — stepe towards Beigrave Square,— the Duke leading 

the way— his assaisin aooomplico following at a 
I CHAPTEB CXL little distance. 

I The Duke stopped at a door in a wall which 

j XJS£ LiBBABT. bouodod the back part of the spacious stubliog | 

I ostahlishmeot attached to Marchmont House ; and ; 

. Tbebb was a grand entertainment at the Duke of opening that door by means of a key which he bad | 

I Marchmout’s house in Beigrave Square on the with him, be waited till the Burkcr oaxne up. Ha ; 

' evening of which we are writing. The reader is then conductsd the villlin through all that depart- | 
aware that the Duchess of Marchmont was an ami- ment of the premises, and led him uuaeuu by any { 
able and beautiful lady, but who unfortunately bad of the domestics into the library. >rax candles < 
experienced little happiness in her alliance with the wore burning there: for it was ueual to light up 
Duke. She bad forgiven him for (hat fearful con* any part of tbo spacious cstabhshrnent which his 
npirucy which he had concocted against her some Grace^ might think fit to visit. There was a screen 
time hack at Oaklands : but though she had fur- at the lower extremity, whioh parrUlly c«>noealcd 
given, she could not forget. Yet, with the natural oue of the windows, whence a dr.\ugUt hud laiely 
generosity of her soul — with the self-sacriQcing been observed to emanate ; —and at the lastaafi i 
magnaniiuity of her disposition — she had studied that the door opened to admit the Duke and the 
t > resume her wontpd demeanour of affectionate Barker, a female figure glided behind chat scrvei^? 
regard towards her husband, and likewise to play The dress, as well as the window -dr aperies, rustlea 
(he part whioh her high station assigned her in a for a moment i but neither the nobleman nor the " 
manner that should prevent the world frgm sue- assassin heard the sounds, which were indeed i 

peering her domestic infelicity. Thus was it tM and transient. The Duao locked the door; and ! 
she ^ from time to time gave those entertain itfsnts throwing himself uxon a seat, said in an auxioui j 
which a lady in her sphere was expected to give : voice, " How tell me nil that has occurred.” { 

while, on the other hand, the Duke, who to a cor- " It’s short anti spect, my lord/* replied the i 
tain extent studied outward appearances^ intimated Barker; ” aud I’ve no doubt will give your Grace 
his pleasure that such receptions should take place the utmost satisfaction. Yesterday 2 k^pt watch ; 
at Marohmcqt House. in the garden of the lady’s vviila i but I hod no up- ' 

* Especially, too, at the present time was his Grace Mrtunity of striking the blow. On t’other hand 
anxious to court society, and to seem to Uhve his X had plenty of time to admire her beauty ; and 1 
leisure occupied by dinner-parties and other don’t mind telling your lordship that it wc 11 nigh 
fashionable pursuits. When a>aa^ unsettled mo altogether. Well, my lord, egr- 

tating or darkly conniving at a crime, he takea all cumstanoes last night made me change my dis- | 
possible proeautioni to avert suspicion, and to afford gutse i and now I’ll just ask your Grace's oaudid | 
proof that bis th'>ugbu and aims were ffewing at opinion which suits iqe l}cst and which X look most 
tbs time in aitogc^ker a diftsapt pbannsL XhuA genteclest in f* | 

at this parlod phon ko fsa In reality dsvonrcd "A truce to tkis nonasuMr* interrupted thi f 

iritli w 19 of 14* I "rrvotMd, I an) in « iwV)** 
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"All rights my lord/* reiumed the l^rker. 
" Thii arternooD I returned to the willa ; and I 
ioon law her ladyehip walking in her garden. She 
had oompany with her; and so I was again com- 
pelled to wait. But arter a while she came out to 
walk alone ; and then I drove my good Ctaap-knife 
so deep into her buaaim that she dropped down 
with acaroe a groan.'' 

"Thii is true P— you are not deoeWing meP** 
aaid the Duke, quivering with anxious suspense. 
** How am 1 to know that you have done this P" 

"Send and inquire if you like, my lord/* an- 
awered the Burker with brutal flippancy. "Or 
l*i|^be bound to say you'll read all about it in to- 
morrow morning’s pqper." 

" And you are certain that the blow was surely 
dealt P** demanded the Duke. 

" Look you, my lord,'* responded the Burker, 
drawing out bis clasp-knife. " This blade is a 
long one : it went right down to the handle : here's 
the marks of blood upon it ; and here's my an- 
keroher, which I wiped it on as I rushed away^ 
I from the spot.'* 

" Enough 1" ijacuUted the Duke, avei^ing his 
eyes from the sickening evidences^ the mme 
which had been committed at his instigation. 

" I hadn't failed to observe that the Lady In- 
doors — or whatever her name was," continued the 
assassin, " walked about with the whole oontento 
of a jeweller’s shop crowded on her person and 
dress ; and I did iflean to help myself to a few of 
them trifles. But just arter the blow was struck, 
1 heard footsteps coming from the direction of the 
willa ; and as the lady had given a sort of skreek 
when I fust busted out upon her, I in course 
thought it had been heard indoors and the ser- 
vants was a-coming to see what it all meant. So 
I'd only just time to draw out my clasp knife from 
the wound— which was a preoious deep one, I 
know l*-and then I scud away as fast as my legs 
could carry me. How your (^aoe knows every- 
think; and'you may give me my reward." 

The Duke was in the act of drawing forth his 
purse— which was crammed with gold and bank- 
notes— when a strange rustling noise, apparently 
coming from behind the screen or the closed dra- 
peries of one of the windows, fell upon the ears of 
both himself and the Burker. They started up 
with dismay in their looks t but }his feeling was , 
expressed with a far more ghutly and borror- 
stricken aspect on the part of the nobleman than 
on that of the assassin. For a few instants the 
Duke stood irresolute — a prey to the most 
agonising torture : then rushing towards the 
Bcr?en, dashed it aside— seised upon the window 
draperies and tore them asuif^der. A faint shriek 
rang forth ; and he beheld a lady who was a total 
stranger to him. An tjaculdtion of ferocioM rage 
dropped from the lips of the Barker ; and his hand 
was already olutohing his elaip-knifs^— when the 
lady fSsll upon her kneei^ murmuring, "For 
heavca’s sake ^e mel spare mo— I beseech 
youl Tour secret is sslbl" 

Hocror at all that she had heard, and wild terror 
at the menacing aspect of the Burker, were blended 
In her looks. The Duke of Marchmont WM well 
nigh distragted t all the most frightful perils ap- 
peared to ^environing him : his brain grew dissy 
—his sight ^pame dim— he seeled back a few 
paosa as if intoxteted with wine. 


"Dismiss this dreadful man I— tor heaven's sake 
send him away I" said the lady, accosting the 
Duke with loolu that in terror appealed to him, 
while with horror they shrank from the ferocious 
gase of the Barker. " 1 have heard nothing-— 
i mean,'* she eontinued oonfusedly, and in, a dread- 
fully excited manner, " I will keep. silent— I will 
not betray anything— no, not for the world I" 

Encouraged by this assuranee, and aroused to 
sudden energy by the desperation of the horrible 
ciroamBtanoes in which he found himself placed, 
the Duke of Marchmont quickly drew forth his 
purse and a key ; and he said to the Barker, " Here 
—depart I There is more than the reward I pro- 
mised I Let yourself out by the way that we came I 
For heaven's sake lose not an instant 1 Away with 
you 1— get out of Iiondon— leave England at once 
— immediately." 

These injunctions were issued in a low, hoarse, 
but hurried whisper ; and hastening to unlock the 
door of the *library, the Duka pushed the Burker 
thence. The miscreant— judging by the weight 
and the feel of the purse that one end was heavy 
with gold and the other crammed with bank-notes 
—had no'reason to tarry any longer ; and he suo- 
eeeded in effecting his exit from the premises 
without being observed by any of the depen- 
dants. , 

The Duke of Marchmont ^s left alone with this 
fiidy who was unknown to nim. He locked the 
door again i and accosting her with a countenance 
that was ghastly pale, and in a voico that was now 
hollow with deeply concentrated emotions in which 
horror was predominant, he said, "Who are youf 
and how came you here P*' 

The lady— who was evidently much relieved by 
the disappearance of the Barker, and who was 
naturally of a courageous disposition- bad by this 
time fully recovered her own presence of mind ; 
and she said, " My lord, you have nothing to fear. 
I know everything ; 1 overheard everything! but 
let us at once' understand each other /'—and then 
bending her superb dark eyes significantly upon the 
Duke’s countenance, she ^ded, " Tour Grace can 
recompense me* for keeping your secret.*' 

"Yes, yes 1” he eagerly exclaimed : "anything 
— everything 1— there is nothing youoan ask which 
1 will not grant !" 

" Good, my lord," she observed: "1 knew that 
we should understand each other. And now un- 
lock that door : for one of ydur domestics knows 
that 1 am here— and he may happen to enter— or 
rather seek to enter— when it would appear strange 
to And that the door was secured.'' 

The lady sate herself calmly downs the Duke 
hastened to unlock the door; and then returning 
towards her, he also took a seat, anxiously awaiting 
whatsoever explanation she might have to give. 
Though still tortured with agonising feelings, he 
nevertheless had now leisure to contemplate her 
more attentively than he had hitherto done. She 
was apparently about thirty years af age— of tall 
stature, and splendidly formed. Her countenance 
was handsome; her hair dark— her eyes^ of cor- 
responding httCb large and lustrous. Sensuoasnesa 
and decision were depicted in the expression of her 
features, and in the boldness— indeed we might say 
the hardihood of the looks which she bent upon the 
Duke. She was beautifully apparelled in ball- 
oostume; end thsiefoie was evidently one of the 
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fiMti who had bm isfitad lo the entertainmaiit gencalHn the midat of their own reoreatiooa. Tour 
—or had at leut found her waj thither. Qraoe'e domeetio haa gone to fetoh the Welmer^ 

I ** 2 fy 'eiplanationa will not be rerj long^ mj earriage, which waa original]/ ordered to return at 
lord/* aha began; "and 1 repeat mjaaauranee that two in the morning: and it waa the entrance of 
jour Gtm haa nothing to apprehend. Indeed, that footman which 1 apprehended when I re« 
that we maj all the better nnderatand each other, queatad jour Grace juat now to unlock the door.** 

I will be rerj candid with jou. Hj life hu not "And jour huaband, Mm. OaendenP" aaid the 
alwajB pro?^ the moat eirtuoua that can be con- Duke of Marohmbnt i " where ia he P** 
ceired. 1 waa once the miatreaa of an officer in "At Brighton,'* reaponded the lad/; " and I 
the aiiardB--aabBequentlj of a rich old Baronet, care not if I nerer aee him again. I have es- 
who verj recentlj died at hia countrj-aeat near plained to you the oircumatanoea which brought 
Bamagate. I am married : my huaband ia old me to thia library. I had not been here many 
enough to be my father— almoat my grandliather; momenta^ whan the door opened, and I heard a 
and we are poor.** voice aay, ' Come in I quick, quick !'— I had bfan 

"You are poor P** ejaculated the Duke, clutching pacing to and fro in an agitat^ manner: and on 
eagerly at the avowal. '* I will make you rich I hearing peraona enter, 1 waa fearful of being quea- 
1 will make you rich I But proceed.** tioned relative to the cauae of my being here. At 

"Certain achemea in which I waa embarked,** thgt moment I waaoloae to the acreen, and atepped 
‘ continued the lady, "and which I had hoped would behind if— thence gliding behind the window- 
all turn out to my advantage, failed moat aig< draperiea. X wonder that your Grace heard not 
Daily. I came to London to stay with come the ruatling of either the curtains or my dress 
friends: your Grace knows them— I allude to Sir — ^But enough 1 Ton now understand how itia 

James and Lady Walmer. 1 formed their ac- that I am here." 

quaintanoe at Brighton ; and they knosv nothing " Aqd what can I do for you P" asked the Duke. 

of the worst part of my antecedents. They re- "Money in dbandance—rici^a— gold— gifts ^'* 

ceived an invitation from the Duchess to her " Patience, my lord, for a few minutes !'* inter- 
Grace's ball this eveninej and they brought mo ruptedMra. Ojcapden: "for I have yet some ex- 
with them. We arrived Ate, having been engaged planation to give. When I married a man old 
to dine elsewhere. Wb entered her Grace's aaloonc enough to be my father, it was because I really 
just as your lordship was retiring. In your lord- wiched to lead a respectable life— but more for the 
ship's absence, Captain Walmer, the Baronet's son, sake of my young aiater than my own. Now, as I 
offered to introduce to me a partner for a dance, have already informed your Grace, certain projects 
To whom should he thus present me, but that very on whioh I waa recently bent, have utterly failed ; 
officer of the Guards whose mistress I was a few and my rater ia alienated ftem me. I will not 


years back 1" 

"Who is he P" inquired the Duke quickly. 
"Colonel Tressilian/’ responded the lady. - 


return to my drivelling dotard of a husband : 1 
care not for the fhroe of leading what ia called a 
respectable Ufr for the future. On quitting 


"And you yourself, madam— your name P you Bamagate, my mind was speedily made up. 


have not yet mentioned it." 

" Mrs. Oxendon," she rejoined. "On being tbui 
presented to Colonel Tressilian I lost not my pre< 


Availing inyself of a ^ong-atanding invitation on 
On being thus the part of the Walmers', I came to their bouse 
It not my pro- in Lsndon. My object in plunging amongst the 


senoe of mind; for I relied up m his honour not to pleesures of the metropolis shall boTl’ankly con- 
expose me. He bowed as if to a stranger ; and I (eased. Indeed, my lord," added Mrs. Oxendon, 
thought that I was safe. He offcved me his arm : significantly, " there is no need for the existence 
but instead of leading me to join the dance, he of any secrets between your Grace and me." 
conducted me into on adjoining room, where we " No, no— certainly not 1 " said the Duke, ia- 
found ourselves alone. Then he threw off the wardly recoiling from the intimacy which had 
mask of a temporary dissimulation, and addressed suddenly arisen upon the basis of a hideous crime 
me with a stem hauteur. It appears that he ie becoming reVeilled to the ears of this woman who 
acquainted with Eiir Edgar Beverley, who bos was so ready to take advantage of her knowledge 
married my lister. Sir Edgar is in London with thereof, and who could speak with such a mingling 
his bride ; and accidentally meeting Colonel Tree- of bold hardihood and cold worldly-minded calcu- 
silian yesterday, he communicated enough to lation. 

damage me irreparably in the Colonel's estimation. " Well then, my lord," continued Mrs. Oxendeu, 
Therefore Tressilian insiated that I should at once " I am tired of plaiing the part of a virtuous and 
leave the Duohesa of Marohmoot’s ball-room— or respeotabte wife, ^doomed to poverty; and I seek to 
else he should deem it his duty to expose my oha- become the mistrass* of some great and powerful 
raoter to her Grace. It was ungenerous, consider- personage who can give me riches. For this ob- 
ing the terms on whioh I had formerly lived with jeot I came to London: for this otjeet I resolved 
Tressilian : but he was inexorable. 1 besought to plunge into fashionable society. Aocldenft has 
‘ him to epare me in respect to the Walmere* : but fhvoured my purpose more readily than I had 
with them also ia he intimate— and all thit I oould dared anticipate, even with the oonaoiousneea of a 
obtain from him was a promise of forbearanoe and beauty which is not inconsiderable." 
silenoe if in the course of to-morrow I quitted " Mrs. Oxenden," replied Marohmont, " it shall 
their ebode. I withdrew from the ball-room; be as you desire. To-morrow you will leave the 
and a domestic conducted me hither, — where it Walmers*. Let it be in the middle of the diay. 
wae my intention to wait until the Walmers* oar- Before noon you ehall receive a notS!|i||om me^ in- 
riag» should be announced. To the domestic I timatbg where a suitable house ia tXn for year 
pleaded indiapoeition— but desired that my frienda reoeptioa. But remember I— the veil of iaviolahU 
might not be disturbed or ennoyad by t^a intelU- seersay— — " 
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**6i)all remain thrown orer nil that ruuolTed iny 
Oars t'uiM ni^ht/* n-pUed Mr*. Oxouuen, so iortt* 
aa your Oraoa performa a gauerous part towards 
me." 

At this moment tho door of the Itfirary wa% 
thrown open, and a fo.>tniari exolaimed, ** 8tr James 
Wuhner’s carriage is waitiug fur Mrs. Oxenden !'* 

The Duke of Murohinont handed tho lady forth 
with every appearunce of a«aeipeetful ooartesy: 
they exchanged rapid but significant glaoeos— and 
the equipage drove .iway. 

Tho i)uko returned for a fbw minutes to tho 
library, to tranquillize the feeling/; which were still 
afuatiDg within him notwithstanding that serene 
aiiabiiity of uiamicf which ho assumed while 
asciirtiug the splendid but infamous Airs. Oxondeii 
forth to the carnage: but it was no easy task for 
tho iniquitous nobleman to quench the fiamoa of 
the hell that was raging with volcanic power in 
his breast. It appeared to hini as if by means of 
a crime ho had only escaped from the power of one 
woman to fall into that of another; aad ha had*] 
already seen enough of Mrs. Oxendon to bOaware 
that she would be imperious and exacting that 
it was with no lenient hand she wdiild sway the 
sceptre of despotism over hini— but that she 
would prove his mistress in moi^ senses than one. 
Vainly did the Duke endeavour to abut out from 
himself the : ealitiea of his position. ‘ Ho could 
not possibly blind his eyes to the conviction that 
every attempt whioh be made to disontattgle him- 
self from the web whioh his erimes hod woven, 
only tightened and drew it the more enmoahingly 
around him. He shuddered and he trembled as 
ho tlKiUght of all these things ; and Oh ! what 
would he have given to recall the past, when, at 
Lurd.Olaodoo, he had merely to contend against 
peoauiary difficulties, but had not aa yet steeped 
bis hands in crime I ^ 

Kxerting himself to the utmost to regaiu his 
aelf-possessioD, and to banish all these horrible, 
torturing, liarrowing approbeusions which wore 
crowding in upon him, the Duke issued from thp 
library and aioended once more to tho balhroom. 
There he endeavoured to mingre with an appear* 
acoe of gaiety amidst tho throng that was really 
gay: but pluasure sickened itim, like dainties m 
the presence of one whose appetite is sated and 
palled. The very lustre of tho rCKims seemed to 
make his brain reel: ho talked at random— ho 
laughed without reason. His veins felt as if they 
were running with molten lead : bo was glowing 
with a feverish excite me at --intense, agonizing, j 
Thus a hectic colour sate like patches of vivid I 
paint upon the ghastliness of his oouutensnce : but ! 
the guests wore far, very far iroip. suspecting how I 
racked, tortured, and harrowed was the mind of I 
their host. They inoroly looked at each other and 
smiled,— thinking that liis Grace had, during bis 
absence of an hour or so, dropped in at some still 
more convivial party where his lifcations had ex- 
ceeded the bounds of prudence. 

It was half-an-hour -past midnight, when the 
pf Ifavohmout was crossing the landing to 
paiajfiroin the ball-room to the card-room, that a 
Bohs was presented to him on a silver salyer by 
o»Q of bis footman* He at once perceiyod that 
.the address was wiittaa in a bsautiful .temls 
hand, hot which neverthaicM appeared to bava' 

bM!> Nmviat temvloiu^ m H via evoitwmt, 


** From whom does it come F’* asked the Duke, 
who, w ith a timidity over attendant upon a guilty 
consoiouce, sought to gletiu befirehaud some as- 
surance that it was not the harbiugor of a fresh 
calamity. 

** I do not know, my lord,'* wa< .the footman’s 
I response. <5 It was brought by a muMle-agod 
man, dressed in plain clothes ~but having the ap- 
poaraueo of an upper domestic— such as a steward 
or butler. He only desired that the note should 
be given to your Grace; and he immediately de- 
parttul." 

The mystery attending the delivery of tho billet 
— or at least a mysterv as it appeared to tho 
Duke*s guilty mind— filled him wuhaoold terror; 
and proceeding to a room previously uiioceupied, 
ho opened the letter. Tho first glance at its sig- 
nature seemed to sear his very eye-balls: a cry 
escaped his lips : he reeled, and would have fallen 
but that he*staggored against a chair. Thou he 
sate down ; and Oh ! how ghastly was ins couiite- 
nauoe now ! -how that cold mortal dread had 
chased away fever's heotio spots .rum his cheeks I 
—and hotiT fearfully did ho groan in anguish ! Ho 
passed his baud across his haggavd eyes : he read 
the contents of tho billet. It fell from his grasp ; 
and be sank back in tho chair— not m a swoon— 
but with a souse of appalling cousteruatiou. 
a And all this while the dancing was going on in 
the gilded saloons; and num'^rous lacqueys were 
arranging a sumptuous pe[>ast in the banqueting- 
room. Kvery window of the palatial mansion was 
glowing with light; and tho roseate fiouds of 
luxury were streaming forth through tho crimson 
draperies and tho open porlaU into tho Square. 
And belated passers-by or houseless wanderers 
stopped to gaze up at that lordly dwelling— each 
saying within hiiiibelf, “Oh, how I wish I was the 
Duke of Marchmont !" 

But if it had been given to any one of these 
to penetrate with a glance through those walls — 
to plunge a look into one particular room of that 
mansion, and to behold tho rioh and titled owner 
thereof lying btfek hi bis seat overwhelmed with 
liio consternation of horror,— or if it bad been 
|>OB8ible for some spirit voice to breathe the as- 
tounding truth in the ours of those loiterers and 
goxeiTS, — the sell-murmured words would have 
been, " Thunk God ! I am not tho Duke of Marj'ji- 
mont !" • 


CHAFTEK GXEI. 

TJIB WO0XDBD ATAn. 

Wb return to Indora's villa. Wiiou Sagoonah 
wont forth disguised in the apparel of her mis- 
tress, the Queen was seated with Oiiristisn and 
Chrisliua in one of the exquisitely furnished rooms 
on the ground-floor. The evening was sultry; 
and on a remark to that eifeot being made by 
Indoro, Christian rose to open one of tho oasa- 
ments. At that vary instant a half stifled scream 
ooming from the garden, reached his eara^ as wall 
aa those of the Queen a^ his sister; and Ihe two 
Uttar ataHad up from their seats. 

OhrUliaa apriuig forth upon th» Uwu qu wbUli 
A* WMPMli opra«d| •ii4 lows H wMAjt 0* 
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I dow reaehed,— Indora and Christina elosoly folloir. thivlded you— thoiij^h it is fearful to eontemplato j 
I mg hill). It was a beautiful atariit droning t nevortholesa been dealt at anothor. j 

I as Christian sped in the (Urectiou of tho spot Ob, what a humble loyatery I** 

I whciu’o the fry had seemed to come, he beheld a “ t am utterly at a loss to aondolvo what eould 
! human form lying Upon the gravel walk near the have been Sigoonah's object^** said the Queen, ** in 
i fountain. InolTable was his amasetnent on reeog* apparelling herself in my eostutne and taking some 
' niMng a costuinw which he had Bbch Indora «ear ; of my richest gemS with her. CMuM the wretched 
anil ejacuiations of bewildered astonishment biirst young Woman have meditated robbery and fliglitP" 
from the lips of her Majesty and Christina them- “ It appears imposiiblo,” observed Christian, “to 
selves aa they the next moment arrived upon the put any other construction upon the circumstances, 
spot. Ciiristian drew aside the veil from tho however much we may be disposed to suspend an 
prostrate figure; and the countenance of SdgooilBh opinion In the absenee of a positive knowledge or 

was revcalod ! of more otilninatory evidence » 

'lu raiso her up was the work of a moment; “1 have always thought," said Christina, “that 
I null tjow the appcaruhCo of oozing blood drew Sagoonah was a strange creature — — ** 
forth fresh cries of horror and alarm from the lips “ But I always deemed her faithful and mostde- 
of tiiuso present. Tlie faithful stownrd Mark and votedly attaohed to mel** said the Quecti. “i would 
the other dumeRtica of tho Queeu*s household wore havo staked thy existenee on Sagoonah's fidelity i 1 
quickly on the spot. Matk was at once despatched should hate deemed her utterly incapable of a dis- 
for a hurgoon ; and Sngoonah was borne into the honest action 1" 

house. She was insensible : but life was not Cz- e‘* It is strailge-^most strange I" said Christina 
tmet. There was a deep wound in the region of in a musing tube) and heg looks indicated that 
llio right bosom ; and tho blood was gushing out something pfiouliae Was passing in her mind, 

I copiously. She was convoyed to o bed-chamber ; ** What ii ifiyOut thoughts, my dear girl ?*’ asked 

I and the garments were quickly stripped off by the the Queen bartiettly. 

. fi nmli' domcptics, -Indora and Christina being Obristtna ooil^red that U would be improper 
1 liU'v.ibo pre-icnt ; but Chrisfian for delicacy’s sake to doncSal kUy longir thoSC nocturnal proeeodiogs 
, hnd forborne to iollow*into that Cliainber Until ^f fiagoouah Which some wfeeka back had enue to 
Sn< no.' ‘Ii wa^ placed in th • couch. The surgCon her kUOWlbdge, and relative to which sho had 
. nrr.x'ii, uiul tlu ii Chrisliao entered with him. thlddeil anil remoHsCrated with her. S ie accjrd- 
I Tlio Wound iufliQted upon the ayah wus deep lugly explained how sHe had one night detected 
and ficiiou- : rut it wus not mortal. The wcdieol SiigoOniilt poring over a huge filo of the Timett in 
' man eould not l.owever, at this euvly stages ot his contravention of the Queen’s injunction ; and how ; 
miijutratumb, hold out the positive eerlninty that on another night she had followed Sagoonah into j 
she would recover. Everylliiiig in tho mettnlime the ebainber where her Majesty was sleeping, j 
WAS doiio that ids skill suggested; and then ho had Indora listened With mingled alarm and astonish- j 
• lei*»».f(* ♦.) irujuire how the oiunloroiis attempt had meat; and then she beeamo profoundly pensive ; 
beeij loade. But on iliis point no one (.eemed obli* for several minutes. In reply to questions wliie.i • 
to give hiui any sutisinctory answer: yet it ap- her Mijosty presently pfit, Cliriaiina detailed tho 
jjcared only cuu probable that tho iibsasHin-blow was explanations which Sagoonah had given on ll.o | 
intended tbr (be Quevin herself, inasmuch as the two occasions respootively. •• I 

hill kss Sagoonah had becli disguised iu her rat- « In roforenco to reading tho rMaCe,’’ said our ' 
ludif. • yotin;; '^^jrmne, “Sagoonah pleaded a desire to ' 

Uiit here wys f 'hu food for speculalioii and prosecuie her ISuglieh studies;— and I believed | 
conji'cture ; an.i Mireelhiug had been discovered her. In respect to her visit to your hldyslup s j 
whicli w.is nut T-'Mitumcd to tho surgeon,— inns- chamber, she advanced a tissue of superstitions i 
nindi as it plcus'-^ Indora to issue a requi'^tto beliefs, tho grossnoss of which I endeivoureJ to ! 
Chiistmii ana C»'. 'istian, and a couiuuvtid to her point out. She ^declared her love for you, and 
lioaiestics, that sdonca on that head should be ob* spoke of the dread which she hail lest evil spirits 
served: for if Ihigoouiih bbould recover, she might should do your ladyship a inischiel. Cnn-iidei luj^ 
b«* enabled to give some siitisfiiclery explanation-- that her I'lfences arose from igiioranco and not 
wLcrous if on the other hand she should perish, from absolute wilfulness, and that sho could not 
the Queen with her wonted p*pei-(»-.ity was po‘<Biblv entertain any einister deaipti, I prou 
uiiKioiis to Himro her from tho Btjgina which ex- mwod w keep silent upon the Hubjeci. 

Dosun* would allix upon her name. Tho incMciit hapa, dear lady, 1 HL|>ulrl havo told you ” 

to 'll hi< ii wo alludo wae tho fact that a quantity “ No, OhriHlna," obnervnd the Quwn : “ you 
of gold and a number of Indora’.-. most valuable Were generous and Mnd-liearted-^-and it is im- 
. jewels were found upon Sagoonah’s person, possible to blame you ! There is some dark 
ooncc'alod bonoath the garments iu which sho mystery attiudied to Iho proceedinga of Sagw- 
had disguised horself. nah : but It would be wrong to judge herlin^tily 

■ Tho surgeon took his departure, to prepare in a hostile sense. Somotimos the good iliten- ; 
flomo modiciuos which were to bo ndmiiiA^terod tioua of individuals wear at the first glanee a 
to Iho wounded woman; but ho proinisod to suspicious nspc-t, especially when they are j 
return iu tho ooutso of an hour Ot two. Now executed in sccsrcsy and •when it is Bought to 
, tho Quoon, Christian, and Christijia,— tho first shroud them in obfccurity.” 

I sense of excited horror being over,— had loisuro But having thus spoken. Queen Indom again " 
f to disootttse on tho terrible Incident that had relapsed into a profound imnsiveuessj and 
ooGurred. silence prevailed for many minutes in lliu apart* 

“ Ilf was your own life, dear lady,” said Chris* ment. , , . .. * 

tine, taking tho Queen’s hand and pressing it to ‘‘ Boyou not remember, lady," asked (^nstwa, 

her fips, " which was aimed at ! Ptovidenoo has at len^ breakingtbia silenoe jn a gentle tonie, 
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**that Mr. Bedoliffe tent you a wamiog note, of 
which you ipoke to me—’* 

Yei, yei, my dear friend T* ejaculated Indorat 
* 1 hare been thinking of it !" *' 

"Ah!’* exclaimed Ohrietian, springing up from 
hie seat; "and this reminds mo of a duty as yet 
unfulfllM. In the bewilderment occasioned by 
this horrible occurrence, I had forgotten that we 
should give an immediate intimation to the 
police—” 

“It is already done, Ohristian," interrupted 
; jS^ueen Indora. “ Bid you not hear me speaking 
to the surgeon on ^he sul^ect, and intimating my 
desire that no greater publicity should be giren to 
the occurrence than is absolutely necessary f” 

“But the offioers of justice will come,” ex- 
claimed Christian. “ Would it not be well for me 
to go and fetch Mr. Kedcliffe, that he may adrise 
us alsoP” 

At this moment there was a knock at f]ie fropt 
door; and Mark entered to say that an inspiptor 
of police, with a constable, requested an internew 
with her ladyship. The Queen opdered them to 
be admitted and we may here remind the reader 
that the real rank of Indora was generally unknown, 
and that she passed as an Indian lady of great 
wealth. But the twins, as well as the futhful 
Mark himself, knew that she was a Queen— -si-* 
though, at her own request^ they oontinuid to ad- 
dress her by much more humble titles. 

The inspector and the constable entered the 
apartment in which Indora was seated with our 
hero and heroine; and the superior officer said, 
“We hare heard from Mr. Olarkson ’’—thus al- 
luding to the surgeon—" that an attempt at assas* 
Seoation has been made in your ladyship’s grounds 
but that there are reasons wli^ the affiur should 
I obtain as little publicity as possible. NeTertbeleas^ 
my lady, it is our duty to inrestigate the matter; 
for which^bjeet we require whaterer information 
you may have to give.” 

The Queen recited the simple facts of how her 
ayah had been disoovered in the garden in a state 
of insensibility, and with a deep wound between 
the bosom and the shoulder. Christian added that 
after the removal of the wounded woman into the 
house, he had searched carefuUj^ about the spot, 
but had failed to discover the weapon with which 
the blow was dealt. The officers went forth to 
examine the place for themselves,— Christian ac* 
oompanying them, and Mark attending with a 
bright lump— whioh was however aoaroely neoes- 
■ary, for the moon was pouring its full tide of 
effmgence upon the scene/ The officers dis- 
cerned the traces of large, ooai»o shoes upon the 
border and on the grass ; oud tney were enabled 
to establish the twt that the intending assassin 
must have concealed himself in the midst of the 
clump of evergreens. They traced his footsteps 
to the palings which he had leapt on quitting 
the grounds ; they followed them through the 
fields, until they ceased in the neighbourhood of 
a road leading out into the coun^. Then the 
officers returned to the villa. 

“I pname,” said the inspector to Queen 
Indbim ** umt vonr lordship has no idea whether 
any one ooula have conceived a revengeful 
feeling towards your Hindoo servant or your- 

" Bestassnred,” intermpted the Queen, “that 
, if I oonld point <mt the man, justice should not 


be cheated of its duel But candidly speaking, 
there are circumstances within my knowledge which 
may poeiibly unravel themselvei^ and lead to a 
development of thie myetery. Understand me 
welll Though tbeee oiroumstancee to which I 
allude, are known to me, yet they do not point out 
who the aaesiein himeelf may be/ More I cannot 
say,— unleia it be to add that the greater the pub- 
licity given to this oooorrenoe, the leae will be the 
chance of those eiraamstanoes developing them- 
•elves from mysterious obsourity into an intelligible 
light.” 

" If the woman ehould die^ my Udy,” said the 
inepeotor,— "or if aooident ehould enable ue to 
arrest any one on suspiplpn of having perpetrated 
this deed,— it will be necessary for your ladyship 
to reveal at a Ooroner’e Inquest, in cose of the 
death— o^ before a magistrate, in case of the arrest 
of a suspected person— all those crcumstances, to 
which your ladyship hai just alluded.” 

"Living in this country under the protection of 
its lawt" responded Indora, "I ahidl assuredly 
conform to them.” 

" At the same time,” continued the mepeotor, 
" after all your ladyship has said, we will keep the 
whole matter os quiet cas possible t because, e<y far 
from doing anything to dafeat justice, we, as its 
functionaries, are bound to succour and advance 
its prooeedinge. Boss your ladyship— ” 

" It were well if you questioned me no farther,” 
interrupted the Queen. " I have told you as much 
as under eiroumstanoes I can possibly impart.” 

"Yet there it the foot,” said the inspector, 
"that your servant was olod in apparel belonging 
to your ladyship:” — for Mr. Clarkson hod told the 
poUoe-authorities this much, though the affair of 
the ayah’s eelf-appropriation of the gold and jewels 
remained unknown alike to surgeon and oon- 
stablee. 

"Moet solemnly do I assure you,” said the 
Queen, " that I am utterly at a lose to comprehend 
my ayah’s motive' iu that apparelling herself in 
my elothee. But whatever it were— whether a 
mere freak, or wbetiisr for some leae venial pur- 
pose— she has been sufficiently punished.” 

" And your ladyehip dose not mean to charge 
her with anything P” asked the officer. 

"Charge herP” ejaculate^ lodora, almost in- 
dignantly: “nol oertoinly not!” 

" Her ladyship would rather that this interview 
should end,” whisp«rod Chri^*vin <io 

inspector ; and at the same time he elipped a 
oon^e of sovereigns into the offloer'e hand. 

“Very good, sir— very good!” observed the 
inspector, pooketing the amount. “ We would 
not for the world give her ladyship any unne- 
cessary trouble or annoyanoe— not for the 
world, sir I We shall let the matter rest until 
we receive any fresh instruotions from her 

’llhB Mispeotor and the constable then took 
their departure; and the moment they were 
gone, the Queen eaid to Christian, “ Now, n^ 
young friend, you shall proceed to Mr. Bed- 
olifle, and teu mm what has occurred. The oar- 
rim will be zea^ for you in a few minutes.” 

Onr hero aooordbgly set off. It was now mt 
ten o’clock at night ; and he found Mr. Beddifle 
atthelodringe in Mortimer Street. Thatgentle- 
man was horrified at the intelBgenoe conveyed to 
him; said he lost not a moment in aooompanynig 




CbriRtian in the earri^re to the villa. During the 
drive thither, Mr. KedcliiFe learnt from our hero*i 
lipe everything that had taken place ; and he wae 
particular in eliciting from Cbriitian all that had 
been eaid by the polioe-oiBcera or in their presence. 
He then fell into a profound rererie; and the 
silence was not broken until the villa was 
reached. 

In the meanwhile the surgeon had returned. 
Sagoonah was unconscious of aJl that was passing 
uound her : but still there was no immediate fear j 
for her lire. Christina, overcome and exhausted 
by the excitement of feeling which she had sue* 
tained, had sought her couch at the earnest ea« 
treaty of the Queen t while Indora herself had 
been sitting by the bed-side of Sagoonah, who 
knew not that the mistress whom she had intended 
to wrong so deeply by wreaking her Tengeanoe 
upon Clepient B^cliife^ was thus kindly minister- 
ing to her there. 

No. 70.— TOVBTH SlBIlt. « 


Mr. BedclifTe and Queen Indora oonsultei! to 
gather alone for a considerable time. It was im- 
possible for them to doubt as to the source whence 
a horrible vindictiveness bad emanated : antecedent 
circumstances only too plainly showed that the 
Duke of Marohmont must be the instigator of the 
assassin-deed. Bu^ then, who was the assassin— 
or rather, we should sajr, the intending murderer f 
From all that Mr. Bedoliffe had previously oom- 
municated to the Queen, she had felt convinced 
that it was not Mr. Wilson Stanhope; and hence 
had she so emphatically expressed to the police- 
offloers her incompetency to point to any particular 
individual. Mr. BedcUllb*now shared her Ma- 
jesty’s <^inion that the peipetrator of the deed 
was not Stanhopet for he had heard and seen 
enough in the conservatory of Oaklands to be 
enabled to judge— aided by fhe teaehingf of 
experience in the mysteries of the human heart— 
that StanlM^, though unpriiielpled and prolligafo 
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was not thp man to to auoli a tremendous ex- 
treme. It was therefore evident that the^uke of 
Marehmont had found some otlier instrument to 
execute— or attempt the execution of his fbdl lltlf* 
pose against Queen Indoru's life : but still tneirS 
were ciroumstunees which prevented Bfr. Attdelifib 
from denouncing the i)uke before ail thb World ; 
and the same oonsideraiious lind led IndoM to ab- 
stain from mentioning his Ghraee*a name to the 
polico-oonstables. 

Tndora/’ said Mr. Bedeliffe, taking tier htod 
and pressing it with a grateful warmth, ^ this 
frightful ilungcr ilid you draw down upon 
own ifad by >oiir magnanimous intervention in 
tSioso affairs wherein I am deeply interested ! fitit 
Providence has willed that you should eseSpS (hS 
peril— and tlw blow bos witten another. 1 UcSd 
scarcely remind you timt me moment hal OOt yet 
come when we can deal openly with hint Whose 
name it sickens and appals me to mention : but 
yet something roust bo done to paralyse him— to 
smite bis soul with a new terror— and 
vent him from daring to think of the HIns 
his assassin purpose.'* i 

"Yes, my dear Clement,** responded ibd QUMbi 
" the tangled skein must go on graifudlijt 
ing itself -gradually but surely, as fbf ioiilb titti 
past it has been doing. And then-^^*^ 

" But in the meantime, 1 repeat/^ iniltmpM 
Bedciiffe, " something must be done. AH I IhI Ht < 
all, for a moment, let us talk of 8s|b0illlhi IToH 
have just told me of her singular beliHViOttli dfe Ht- 
plained to you by Miss Ashton— how btid pbndtfHd 
over the newspaper files by night— itld bo# ihd 
sought your own chamber. These things ifS tub- 
piciuus enough : but metblhilb IbHt to a eeirUIn 
extent 1 have the power of reldlfif them. Were 
it n^t fur the dreadful cireUlilltiHbA of this even- 
ing, 1 should have abstained ffblft feVealibg to j^OU 
something that occurred it lb this.** 

Mr. Uedcliffo then proceeded to explain olt Ihfit 
took place between liimself and BagoonaH — hO# 
she bad devlared her love— and how for A tfioiHent 
she had menaced him. He stated like# lie that (lO 
had on previous occasions been stTuek bjr the pe- 
culiar flashings of her eyes- and how those looks 
Lad ever haunted him, as if fraught with A slnlstelr 
and unknown terror, aud as if being ominous of 
evil, indora listened with profoundest otonish- 
ment— an astonishment so great (\iat it for a while 
absorbed all other feelings : but she was too noble- 
hearted and of too lofty a disposition to experience 
the anger of mere jealousy, or any vexation arising 
from a presumptuous rivalry ofl|the part of her 
ayah. 

"And now what think xouP'* she inquired: 

" w hat do you deduce from all (bat you have been 
telling me P” ' 

"That Sagoonah has fathomed my secret," re- 
sponded Mr. Bedcllffe ; " and that she pored over 
the files of the XVifiet in order to obtain a complete 
insight into the past. That woAan was resolved to 
hold me in her power. I understand her disposi- 
tion well. If she could not have my love, she 
would give mo her hatred i if she oould not bend 
me to her purpose, she would wreak upon roe her 
vengeanreb*' 

"Good heavens 1*' exclaimed the Queen, with 
anguish depioted upon her countenance t " and It 
was all my fault* dear Clement, that the wretched 


Sagoonah has been enabled to penetrate the mys- 
teries which surrounded you— those mysteries 
which I had lo fondly hoped were unveiled only to 
myself I It was through me— alas! through me 
Ihal ihoib ttH#S|>apers #ere thus thrown in her 
way. Dhl 1 hate been indiscreet > but 1 could 
not possibly Ibreiee 

" Blame not yourself, Indora— blame not your* 
self,** sHili Itp. BedcliffW, again preAing the Queen’s 
hated lamntly. " All that you did was fur the 
eery best of purposes i and it would seem as if 
Bmbidsbea were upon our side ; <*or rest assured 
that Btepteonsb #as wHt upon some design of mis- 
oliicf aiaitalt myself, or it may be agaiust you, at 
the momeht when Ibe asiiislln’s dagger struck her 
duWtti It IsOtety loo etldsnt that she was quitting 
yoiif lervice Ibr erer. Bhe had laden herself with 
your gold end your jewels that she might have 
#eatth in her bOssession i sHe had dressed herself 
ill your apparel, eltncr that sha might throw off the 
ebaraeteP todelher with the garb of a menial— or 
else that she might personate you in some manner 
that should briteg dishonour upon your name. Yes i 
— tliese are the only altertoaiUes which thecircum- 
itansM present to our view; and the wretched 
womah has rseeired a signal ohsstisetnent on tha 
eery threshold bf bUP IHl^UitoUs purpose." 

" OH, that She couldjaara bean so wicked i" ex- 
elaluiad the ^Ueeni ‘'and that t should have 
> placed Such entifidenee In ner I t loved Sagoonah 
— ^yei, i loved her i or else never, never should 1 
have uhbniomed my lecrets unto her !** 

"Bhe lb teow stretched Upon a oouoh,** observed 
Mr. BedcliBb solemnly, ** Bbm which she may per- 
I haps Meter Hie again i or on the other hand, if j 
she should recover, It Will only bo after a long and 
I liugering illness I— and thus fbr the present she is 
robbed of her sttng Ih respect to both you ated mo. 
More than once bite t seed that Brotidence is 
really WOrklUg in bay behalf | and if dagoonah 
should die, It will be by herivou's dibpeusation 
which chooses to reOiove a n pule fSom our path , 
whereas If she should recover, it is to bo hoped that 
during the interval IhaVie must romain powor- 
lesS for renewhd mischief, the taugled skem will 
have eoldpteiely Unravelled itself, and 1 shall have 
no longer hny ri^ason to dread her knowledge of 
tny secret. But now, mj dear Indora, let us speak 
in respect to yourself:— for measures must be 
taken to ensure your safety." I 

" Let nothing be done, Oldlnent," responded the | 
Queen, " which may in any sense militate against j 
your own inWrests or tend to compromise yourself. | 
You know— you know," she added, with a look of 
ineffable tenderness — but one that was* full of a 
soft pure delicacy of holiest and chastest love aS 
well as of the heart’s illimitable devotion,—** you 
know that I would obeerfully lay down my life for 
your sake 1" 

" I know it, Indora— I know it," answered Mr. 
Bedoliffo, profoundly touched by this fresh. proof 
of the Queen's attachment. " But think not for 
an instant 1 am lo selfish as to suffer your safety 
to be any further compromised on my aooount. 

no— it must not be I Something shall be dono 
—and that qulokly too. Ab, a thought strikoa 
me 1 Take writing materials, Indora— ait down and 
pen a few linca to my dictation." 

Her M^etty at once complied With Mr. Bid* 
cliffe’a desire ; and ae «ho oate at the table in the 
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dra'^in|r.roritt where tbia diacourao took place,— 
Mr. Bedcliffe alowlj .pocin^; to and fro, and with 
various feelings successively depicting theraselves 
upon his countenance, dictated the following 
lines:— 

The assassin'blow whioh was Intended Ibr myself has 
smitten another. *9on will start at these words i honor 
will seise upon yon i yonn wretched cooseienee will tell 
yon that heavan iUflf is shielding m§ and warriag agaiast 
yes. And you will teel, too^ bow aselras it is for you to 
contemplate fresh iniBQitws in the hope of protcoting 
yourself from the oonssqaenoes of pest ones. The wrb 
vrhiob yon yonreelf have woven, is closing in eround yon. 
1 do not bid snob an one ea you to confess everything 
end thereby make as mnch atonement ee yon cen for 
the pest 1 beoanse 1 know that yon will yling with p 
tranaied and deaperata t*‘uac»ty nntil the very lest to 
that position which you hold. Bat 1 worn you, my loyd. 
against a renewed attempt at § orime for whioh I amine* 
paced. At thp very first indioatiou of such a^preoecding 
on your part, will 1 ramoxselesslj rereal whatsoevei 1 
hnow; and the hand whioh grasped that portentous 
j dagger within tha walls of Oaklands on an ooeaaion to i 
I which 1 need not moro partionlarly refer,— that same 
hand, I repa«t, ahaUL pen a narrative of ell whioh eon* 
oems yonraetf, end to the ^sen of Begland shell this 
nerrative be ecnt. Tremble therefore at tb# preoipise 
on whoso verge yon stand; and remember that if yon 
agem dare me to preoipitete yen into the ebyss, nothing 
shall deter me from thna haateolng a cousammation 
which tho progress of ciruumitanoes will otherwise sooner 
0 * later work ont 

I The hand of the Queen trembled as it guided 
I tho pen which traced theso lines; and as we have 
i already said, varied were the I'eeliugs w hioh suo- 
' ceasively found expression on the features of Mr. 

I Itedchfie. It was in a low deep solemn tone that 
I’ he dictated the note; and twice or thrice he 
pressed his hand as if in anguish to his brow. It 
, was evident that a train of horrible memories— a 
I troop of portentious anteoedents, were*conjured up 
I by the words of that letter to the montul vision 
uiike of Clement BedcliflK; and* of Queen Indora. 
Tho billot was finished : it was direefed and sealed ; 
and the Queen said, Are youdoterroined, Clouiunt, 
to despatch this missive P'* 

“Yes, Indora— 1 am resolved,'* was the answer : 

** it is absolutely necessary. We will send it by 
the faithful Mark ; and ho shall be instructed to 
deliver it in Belgra'Pe Square this very night, - 
without saying from whom it comes, and without 
tarrying for any reply," 

This was accordingly done; and soon afterwards 
Mr. Bed^iffo took his departure with Christian 
Ashton. 


OnAPTBB CXIIl. 

JL IfOMAH'B IiOVB. ^ 

Tna reader has seen the effect which ludora's 
I loiter produced upon the wretched Marohmoot. 
If tha writing ot it had conjured up troops of 
bideottt mamorias to swaep through the brains of 
tha Queen and of Mr. Bedoliffe, the reading of tha 
dopumVbt bitd oMurodljr dona no lets in raferenoe 
lo Iba ]}ttl|;a« Ton naarl; half-ambour did ha ra- 1 
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with dismay, in tho apartment to vrhwh ho had 
retired : it appoaretl to him ns if he were in tha 
midst of a frightful waking dream. Suddenly ha 
started up from his ohair, and dashed his band 
with frantic^vioIcDce against hU forehead, as if bo 
sought ro beat in his own akull, or crush his own 
tortured, harrowed brain. ' Oh, tho misery, the 
anguish, Che crucifixion of frefing which this 
wretched man endured at that moment I Take all 
the horrors whioh have eharaotarised tho mo^ 
frightful scenes ever enacted on the theatre of thn 
world— the horrors of condemned cells, deatb-bt^is, 
or battle-fields— sum them all up— aggregate, com- 
pound them— extract their moat refined essoneo — 
and it were nothing, nothing *in coinpariSf>n with 
the hideous tortures experienced by the Dulto of 
I Marchmont worn. Oh ! the deadly strife at Arbela, 

; at Pharsalia, at Waterloo, or at Inkermaii,— even 
these wero as nothing in comparison with tlio 
stupendous concurrence of liorrors whioh now 
found a foeus in the soul of the Duke of Araroh- 
i&onti 

But he must endeav«»ur to reflect upon Imk posi. 
tion I he must deliberate with himself. Bofli'citon 
and deliberatioti !— were these possible with one in 
hie agoniged state of mind P We have ssid thot 
he started up from his seat t be struck his hand 
with vio)enep against his brow, lie paced to uud 
fro: be frit that he was staggering and reeling like 
a drunken man i he sank down into his seat again, 
groaning heavily— and. Oh I how niouriifully, how 
lugubriouity, how despairingly \ Him eye fell upon 
the note, whioh bad dropped from his hand and lay 
upon the carpet. Ho snatched it up, and read it 
again. Yea— it was all as his horrified memory 
retained its contents. Again starting up from his 
seat, be applied the note to a wax- taper; and vt^iicn 
the flame seiied it, he threw it into the grate. It 
then for a moment appeared as if ho breathed 
more freely; and he said to himself, “Let me 
think on all these things." 

In order to concontrate his ideas, ho rested his 
elbows upon a table ; and covering hisrounienance 
with his bands, pressed the fingers upon his oyo- 
lids to keep them elosed — su tliut hy shutting out 
external objects, he miglii be the belter abio to 
turn all his attention inwards. He felt ibat be 
was in the po&itiou of a general booeged in a town 
towards which Ibe epcmy were graduallv ad- 
vancing: the trenches wero being pushed iie.irer 
and nearer- ‘ mines were being hiroiod - biiiU'iies 
were being raised -and ho could not niitieqiato 
when tho tiniil attack mIjouIiI be made. Nor could 
he altogether Underatand with what wiapous the 
enemy were fightingj^ and therefore he was at a 
loss to devise the tpeane for strengthening nis ow'q 
povition. The longer* he reflected, the more be- 
wildering grow bis reflections: the longer he de- 
liberated, the more perplexing became his delihfr* 
ration. 

"Indora knows much— and if not everything, 
at least too muchP* ho thought within himself. 

“ But if BO, why does she huger and Urry ere 
striking the final blow P Or is it that she only 
suspects, and is now engaged in accumulating 
proofs? Who is she? and what are my oilairs to 
her P Can it bo pomible that Ac really lives P Yes^ 
yes I J tm to oudeavour to blind myself 

to the trfiiDvndoiw truth 1 Huve X pot toon bun P 

So im Iw kwv t S Onn twiM In wn« 
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nezinri between them F Ah I If so, he be 
found at her house— he may Tiflit her t she may be 
his wife— or his paramour P Who knows P What 
If 1 were to strike a tremendous blow and hand 
him OTer to the grasp of justice & Ifo, no: 
caution must be used I That blow might rebound 
upon myself. And who is it that has been stricken 
by the braro's dagger instead of IndoraP How 
could the mistake hare occurred P Oh, all this is 
dreadfully bewildering ! My soul is on fire— my 
heart burns i it is not blood which flows in my 
reins— it is molten lead. My very brain is seeth- 
ing in boiling oil. The pangs of hell are upon me 
flow I Oh, my God ! there mutt be a hell here- 
after; for there is dren one in this life 1" 

And the wretched Duke of Marchmont, re- 
moring his hands from his oountenanee, and open- 
ing his eyes, glanced around him with ghastly 
shuddering looks of horror, as if he dreaded to be- 
hold Satan himself standing near, clothed in all 
the infernal majesty of those terrors which belong 
to his awful sorereignty. . • 

"And then this woman tool*' ejaculated the 
Duke, thus suddenly and abruptly resuming his 
silent reflections! ** this woman whd has disoovered 
my secret 1’*— and he alluded to Mrs- Oxenden: 
**can I succeed in bribing hep to silence P Yes, 
yes, this at least is practicable ! But, Oh ! what 
perils environ me ! A spark may cause the ex-« 
plosion of a mine beneath my feet: a breath may 
destroy me 1 That villain 1"— now alluding to the 
Burker : ** if by accident be should be captured, 
he might tell everything. And if proof were de- 
manded, bow could 1 now indignantly repel the 
charge of such a miscreant, when he would de- 
mand that Mrs. Oxenden should be found and 
brought forward to corroborate his statement P'* 

At this instant the door of the room opened, 
and the Duchess of Marchmont made her appear- 
ance. The beautiful ana amiable Lavinia came 
alone : she entered timidly and hesitatingly, with 
anxiety ddpicted upon her countenance; and she 
stopp^ shurt on perceiving how ghastly and ^w 
haggard were the looks of her husband, notwith- 
standing the sudden attempl which he made to 
assume an air of mental composure. 

** My dear Hugh 1" she said, again advancing 
towards him, '* 1 fear that something dreadful has 
occurred to distress you P” *■ 

** Something dregful P" he ejaculated, half 
fleroely, half affrightedly : " what mean you P" 

•• Oh 1 do not b^B angry with me, my dear hus- 
band," said the Duchess laying her fair white 
hand upon his arm, and looking up entreatingly 
into his countenance. " Believe me, 1 am not in- 
different to your welfare *\ 

“ Ob, indifferent indeed !'< cried the Duke, affect- 
ing to laugh soomfhlly. " Perhaps you have come 
to tell me that you have forgiven me for my past 
conduct— as you have already told me on more than 
one occasion x and you think that 1 shall go down 
upon my knees to thank you P" 

“Nc^ my lord,** replied the Duchess, the tears 
gushing from her eyes i " I neither think nor ex- 
pect imytbing of the kind. 1 seek no self- 
huinflialHm on your part. But 1 cannot forget 
AA|W i am your wife : 1 cannot forget that the vows 
fdbUh I took at the altar, pledge me to certain 
duties which must be frdfilled— " 

*Snough of this maudlin nonsense^ madam 1** 
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interrupted the Duke. "I understand you full 
well. In thus speaking of your own duties, you 
insidiously and cunningly seek to remind me of 
mine.*’ 

" No— you wrong me again 1 you wrpng me, my 
dear Hugh I** said the amiable Duchess, the tears 
flowing faster from her eyes. *'Will you put 
me to the test P Will you tell mo wherefore you 
are afflicted P— and you will see how profoundly I 
ean sympathise with you. Oh, for one kind word 
from. your lipsl" 

“ And why do you think that I cm afflicted P" 
demanded the Duke quickly. ** In short, what do 
you mean P" 

"There is something in your manner— and— 
pardon me if I add that there is something also in 
your looks which prove but too unmistakably that 
you are afflicted. Oh ! I declare solemnly, Hugh,’* 
continued the Duchess, "that your interests are 
dear'Ao mh — very dear to me I— and I have seen this 
evening how you have laughed with a hollow laugh 
—how you have spoken incoherently : and then too 

but pardon me for what I am going to say 

1 happened to overhear one of the domestics 

say to another that you had received a letter a 
mere glance at which had seemed to strike as if 
with a senso of some misfortune." 

" Ah 1 you overheard that f" ejaculated the 
Duke, who could scarcely prevent himself from 
stamping his foot and crying out with rage. 
" Then you watch me— and you listen to conver- 
sations——" 

" Oh 1 I entreat your forbearance, my lord,” said 
the Duchess imploringly : " not for worlds would 1 
give you offence I I have often and often seen 
that a singular and painful expression has flitted 
over your countenance : and 1 have been afraid 
■ -yes, I have been afraid," continued Lavinia 
meekly, " that it was on account of myself. But 
to-night your looks and manner have been so pecu- 
liar— —and* then too, the circumstance of that 

letter ^in a word, my dear Hugh, 1 was resolved 

to take a bold step and speak to you in a way 
which I have hot before ventured upon. Will you 
forgive me ? will you attribute my proceeding to 
its true motive P And listen to me, dear Hugh," 
continued Lavinia, with her tearful oountenanee 
upturned towards the Duke ; " if there be anything 
1 can do to contnbuto to your happiness— or if my 
presence be hateful to you, ^11 me so, and 1 will 
leave you—” 

" Ah ! you would abandon me P" ejaculated the 
Duke, scarcely knowing at the moment what he 
was saying — but probably speaking from the im- 
pulse of one who felt that he was not in a position 
to part with a single friend who was in any way 
interested in his welfare : "you would abandon me P 
—and perhaps you would league yourself with my 
enemies P* 

"Heaven forbid 1" exclaimed Lavinia vehe- 
mently i "neveri never I But, Oh I your worda 
are a rt^velation I You have enemies P Tall me 
who they are : tell me how their enmity is deve- 
loping itielf. Ob 1 now, my dear Hugh, you ean 
put my affection to the test— and you will see that 
1 have really known how to forgive and forget oU 
the past 1" 

" Ah, this ooDstant reourrenoo to the putt" ejac- 
ulated the Duke impatiently. 

"I qieont it not u a roproadh-- mndh leu m an 



THl UTBTXBXSS OV TUI OOVBT. 


offence/* Mid Lavinia, depreoatioglj and earneitly. ihall ez^rienoe the deepest gratitude towards 
^ I onlj wish jou to understend that I am the you | and gratitude^ you know, is a sentiment 
same towards you in respect to my duty as I erer which under oertain circumstances ezpande into 
was : and it requires but one kind word from your lore. On the other hand, 1 fear lest the lore you 
lips to makp me the same towards you in respect ezperience fpr me——'* 
to lore/’ "Will be impaired P’ ejaculated the Duchess. 

There are times when the hearts of eren the ** No, no— impossible 1 Gire me an opportunity of 
rilest and most worthless of men are susceptible of proring my lore— and I shall lore you all the 
the influence of woman’s lore, and when the soft- more for baring done this. I do not deceire you 
ness of that feminine derotion has an ineffable as to my motires— 1 am seeking the return of 
soothing balm for the wounded spirit, eren though your eonfidenoe and of your lore. This I would 
that spirit be tortured by the suicidal inflictions of purchase at almost any price; and therefore think 
its own crimes. Such was the state of the Duke not that the Mt in respect to yourself will shock 
of Marchmont now ; and a strong rerulsion of me. 1 shall look npon^ it as something to be fo(^ 
feeling took place within him. For a long period gotten 1" • 

be had hated his wife— he had treated her with cold thank you beforehand, Larinia— ye^ be* 

neglect,as well as with flagrant indignity: but now forehand accept my gratitude 1" exclaimed the 
all of a sudden his heart seemed to warm towards Duke. "But no more to*night! To-morrow 1 
her— be looked upon her countenance— he saw that will tell you what it is that I require at your 
it was tearful— and he knew that those 4eara were hands. Betum to your guests at once— —and 


flowing for himself! 


again, Lafinia, accept my gratitude !” 


“ Yes, Laeinia,'* he mid, I am unhappy— and s The Duke took her hand and raised it to his 
I hare enemies 1 I do not deserre this kindness at lips. It was not altogether an act of dissimula- 


your hands— I feel that I do notl” 


tion, nor for the purpose of cajoling one whom he 


**Oh, my dearest husband!” murmured the sought to render serviceable in the terrib!e diflicul- 
Duchess, taking his hand and pressing it to her ties of hia position i but it was that in the midst 
lips: ”you have spoken to me in a tone and in a of these dificulties he found one who was prepired 
manner which in one sense has given me happiness, to befriend him anS who would devote herself to 
but which in another his filled me with affliction, .his cause. Iiavinia, by her amiable conduct, was 
You seem to promise me a restoration of your making a #ire’s love necessary aa it wars to a man 
love and confidence ; and it is this that makes me who bad hitherto proved a vile husband : she wm 
happy. On the other hand, you tell me that you exercising that toft feminine influence to which 
yourself are unhappy and that you have enemies ; we have before alluded, and at the very moment 
and it is this which smites me with sadness. Who when it was ao much needed to aoothe and 
are these enemies of yours F If you have given strengthen the tortured spirit of him who wa« 
them a right to peraecute you, may they not be thui brought to acknowl^ge it. He took her 
moved by the intercessiona of a woman F— and if hand, we My: but she, bursting into tears, threw 
without reason they are porsoouting you, may they herself into his arms, weeping and sobbing con- 
not be turned into a right path by the remon- vulsively. There wm happiness and there wm 
atrsnees of your wife, on whoso head would re* aorrow in her soul i thefe was joy and there wm 
I dound any evil which happened to yourself F” grief,— joy at being thus enabled to play the part 

” Lavinia,” answered the Duke, as an idea of tbo ministering angel— but grief at thought 
struck him, ”it is possible tba^ you can serve me that her husband should have woes and cares ra- 
—yes, yea— you con if you will V’ qdiring such ministration. Yes— she Mok upon 

”And I wilU” exclaimed the Duohess ve- hie breMt; and as* the Duke oontcmplated that 
hemently : " you know that I will !” she added beautifully handsome woman— now only in her 
with impassioned energy. ” Oh I it would indeed thirty-thiH year— whose tall figure was lo finely 
delight me to be of service to you— to dispel the formed— and the masses of whose light auburn 
cloud from your brow— to give back peace to your hair floated upoq eboulders and a neok of dualing 
looks ! Tell me ho 7 all this may be done. And wbitenes^— when be mw tbe large blue eyes up* 
ah ! now I bethink me, if the revelations you may turned towards him, looking so teautiful in their 
have to make be of a obaraoter to unveil some tenderness, even through their toars^— when, in 
weakness on your part, think not for an instant a word, bis glance swept over the entire asMm- 
tbat 1 shall retreat from my pledge, or that I shall blage of charms which graced his wife, the Duke 
with the less energy undertake whatsoever musion of Marchmont felt that his soul was touched, 
you may confide to mel” and a pang of remove smote him on account of all 

’’You are sure of this, DaviniaF” said the hie past conduct tewa|^s her. His arms encircled 
Duke impressively, and gaaing upon her with her waist— he strained her to bis heart; and in a 
•arneetness. ” Come now— pause and reflect. I broken voice be murmured, ” Would to bMvol^ 
know tbe purity of your nature— I know the Lavinia, that I bad ever remained worthy of cuoli 
'delicacy of your mind; and if anything should a love as this 1” 

transpire at all ealoulated to shook you — |-” Tbe Duohess besought her husband not to allndo 

”6et at rMt these apprebensions,” said the painfully to tbe past ; and wiping away her teari^ 
DuobcMi ”1 boseeoh you to banish them from she smiled sweetly upon |him, —obMrviag, ” You 
your mnd. Oh I so far from shrinking at tbe are about to put my devotion to the tect i fear not 
task wLioh 1 am undertaking, 1 accept it with that it will reooU from aught which may transpire 
cheerhilncMi for I may perhaps hope that it while working in your oauoa. You know not^ my 
will Mvive aomawbat of your love towards me.” dear husband, how far a woman’s davotkm may 
’’Lavinia,” ngoinad the Duke in alow deep extendi” 
fOiee^ while he gasad fixedly upon his wife,”! ” To-morrow, Iiavinia— to-monow,” rqjoined the 
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Duk<'. '' I will tell you wli.it » 
me, and how you may Hefvi* iu\ 

Tiio Duchess again Hinile.l sw.-ctly upon her 
husband, and then quittnl ihn room. 

Yes— she can servo me,'* said tl^o Duke to 
himsiflf as soon as he \v.is again alone. “Siia is 
loving, and she is faithlnl; and whatever may 
oome to her knowledge, site at lotist will not betray 
me. No, no— she wiU assist rue until the very 
last!** 

But as the reader may have understood, the 
auiiablo Laviniu litllu suspected how deeply her 
husband lind immersed himself in the Hood of 
iaiquity : bho could conceive no greatur amount 
of guilt than that df which hu hail been culpable 
towards herself, as recorded in some of tho earlier 
chapters of tliis narrative. She had vowed that 
nli't would not sufTHr herself to bo deterred by 
au^hl whiL'h might come to her knowledge while 
acting on ■a.'* bohult'; nnd tho affectionate lady 
revelled in diciims of comfort and happiness, peaoe 
and love, to bo enjoyed with him towards <At1i<)iii8hi 
was cshibitiiig so much magnanimous dovotion. 

TLio 111 . e .a wipers of tho following morning oon- 
laiiicd a paragraph rciativo to tluf occurrence at 
Indora's villa; and it maybe as well fur us to 
make the reader anaro of tlio extent to which the 
particulars thereof Inul (raiispirevl. The paragraph 
ran in the ensuing rnaniier:— 

** Utmxhiovs Attsmi'i at A.s4ASSUATia4r>*-4 bean* 
tiral «n<l •uiai'wha;. seoiudsd villa, situated m the neigh* 
bourhood ut Uayswait^r and Nottiog Bilh was la it 
evening the scene of a crime which is enveloped in oon> 
sidsrahle fn> stf r^ . Tho villa thas alliidSd to, is mbebited 
byanKautoin ladyot rank and foxtuae, who, it isbe- 
lievtd, was impelled by cariosity to visit our shores. 
Amongst the domestics in tnc service of thelisdy Indore, 
IsabuAuiful Hindoo womtn, named Seroonth. Last 
evening ^agoonah, while welbmg m the gerdau attached 
to the vilJa, was esseiled by srme uuhnowo nisoreent, 
who inflicted upon her a sevrre wound with a knife or 
other stisrp instrament. Toe or j which the nnfortauate 
Moioau utr^/cd, reached the ears of the Lady Indore; 
and her U(1> ship, u.:ooKipAuied by some guests whom she 
«ai enivnaiii'iig at tne tiioe, rushed forih into the gar* 
dvii. The uidortauale Sago inuh ws» divoovared senseless 
on the ground, wounded in the manner already described; 
and fhe was at o>ica couve; cd into the houea Surgical 
nsi^istaiic.'i waj immediately procured ; and WF are happy 
in being e'iablrd to state that there is no reason to de- 
spair oi bagoonah’s eventual recovery.* Tho police were 
qaioaly iut><rined of the circumstance ; anl on examining 
the preminei, they traoed the footsteps of the asaassm 
for somw Litila distance, until the marks altogether dis- 
appeared. The Lady ludora is quite unable to aoooant 
for the murdoroos attajk made upon her deiwndant] 
and thus tor the praoent the dtced la euveloj^ la the 
darkest myatery.** I 

Such was the paragraph Usorlod in the morn- 
ing journals i and the Duke of March mout was 
thereby made aware of the fact that it was tho ayah 
Bagoonah who had been stricken by the Barker's 
weapon. lie could only account for it by tbe con- 
jecture that tho Barker must have made aomo ex. 
iraordinary inislakei bqt his mind was rv'lieved 
of a conaiderable load, inasmuch as it was evident 
that Indora was maiotuining a profound silence in 
respect to her knowledge that he himself was tho 
instigator of • crime of aUich it was iatcodpd tbgt 
tbe jhbiiid bo the victim, 

Oa the monilsg of which we are tpeakingi tho 

Pakv ww *«l» b'« H Vbi|» 


n^ading the newspaper, he gave vent to an ejaeula^ 
tioti whicii startled her Grace. 

*'This is oxtraurdiiiary !'* ho exclaimed i and 
direoting Lavinia's attention to the paragraph, ho 
bade her peruse it. 

It is dreadful 1" observ^ tha Duchess when 
she bad read the brief narrallvhts, ** 13ut why did 
it elicit that ejaculation from youi^lips ?*' 

** Because, my dear Lawiiiia," the Duke an* 
swered, addressing her in those affectionate ter me 
to which she had long been ao completely unao* 
customed, is to this very villa that you aru to 
rooeed tor me— and it ia this self-same Lady In* 
ora whom you are to sec.” 

The Duchesi was astoniahod at those announoo- 
ments : but atill not for a single instant did sho 
imagine that her husband could have any con- 
iioxion with the crime recorxled in tho paragraph. 
She accordingly said, ** You have only to express 
your wislieb, Hugh, and they shall bo fulfilled." 

** 1 told you, Lavinia, last night," continued the 
Duke, ** that I have oneinios who are working 
against rao ; and the Lady ludora is ouo. Ah! I 
see tlmt^the colour mounts to your oUeoks— but 
your suspicion is wrong : thore has been no unlaw- 
ful connexion between that Edstorn l.idy and my 
self. Do not ask me to explain unytiung — " 

** No. Tell me how fo act," said Lavinia, and 
Jblindfold will I obey you.^* 

** Go to Indora's villa," proceeded the Duke of 
Marohmoiit; “ask fur an interview with her lady 
ship— toll her who you aro—say that you aro tho 
Duchess of Marchmont —and then — " 

“And then?" said Lavmia, porocivtng that her 
husband hesitated. 

“ And then," proceeded the Duke, ** tell Indora 
that you have heard from my Ups that she is at 
war with mo : say that without having given you 
tbe slightest details, I have nevertheless acknow- 
ledged that she has reason to complain against mo 
—use all tho fxiwer of your intercession that there 
may be peace between us— hesitate not, Lavium, to 
humble yourself, if necessary, in tbe presence of 
that Eastern laily— when addressing her, speak as 
tho wife of him with whom she is thus at war— 
nay, if noedful, go down upon your knees and beg 
that for your own sake that hostility may cetse!" 

“ G^J(od heavens !" ejaculated Lavinia, a blight- 
ing, withering suspiciuu now darting in umu her 
mind I and while bceoniiuip deadly pule, she 
glanced towards the newspaper. 

The Duke, averting his countenance, affoctod 
not to have caught that ejaculation from his wife’s 
lips, nor to peroeive tbe agitation wliioli had 
smitten her : and ho said, ** You have promised, 
you know, to obey me blindfold 1 You have 
already won my gratitude — and if you value my 
I love, that likowiso will become jour's." 

Tho Duchess was about to implore her husband 
in impassioned terms to set at rest the horrible 
suspicion which had just flashed in unto hoc mind, ' 
—when tiie said to herself, “No, it is impossible! 
—he is iuoapabib of such a deed I Besides, it Uap- 
pencNl to tbe servant— and naught can regard her 
which may have passed between her mistress and 
him 1" 

Then the Duebess felt glad in her own mind 
that she bad kepi book the words that ibe was 
about to utter I fbff ibe fanaled that they vuuld 
m Qnlr»|tQ9<)7 ^ 
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Bolides, When she no^* affsla looked at hia>« and 
■aor that he hod a cairn liemeanour, ahe naturally 
lupposed that be himself o uld not have for an 
instant oonjectured that suoh a susptciou had en- 
Isred ber imad. 

" And arhen am I to *o P*' she asked t “ when 
Ihall r pay this tiait to the liadjr Indnra ?*' 

'‘Without dday, Lannia," responded the Duke, after a very brief hesitation i but during the tovr 
"Lei the carriage be ordered— and proceed thither minutes which elapsed until the Duchess of March- 
at oDoe. Perb 'pi itwonld be as well if you were ’ luont was introducod, Indora was engaged in a 
to prepare a notebeforehand, containing some such thousand conjectures as to what the object of this 
words as these: —'The Duchess of Marohmout ' visit could possibly mean. 

earnestly requests an immediate interview with the • Lavinia was introduced ; and Indora rose to re- 
Lady Indora/— Thia will ensure you admission: oeiro her. Mark at oncu ratired : the Queen at)d 


away f.i>m Indora's Oouotetiancei and she said tc 
Mark, '* Ton can introduce her Grace hither.’* 
Indora know porfectlj well that Lavinia was a 
lady of stainless reputation, noted for her ammblo 
and ozcollcnt qualiticis and whose character af. 
forded a striking contrast with that of her duoal 
husband. She had therefore granted the audionco 


whereiio if you merely tout in your card, it might 
bb refused. Will yun do all this, Lavimap— and 
will you likewise promise me that whatever you 
may hear— whatCTor the Lady Indora may tell 
you ** 

**'Xo8, yes,” interrupted the D uchess hurriedly : 


the Diichoss were now alonc^ together: but the 
latter know not that it was a lady of Sovereign 
rank in whose presence site thus found herself. 
The very first glances which they throw up<m oue 
another produced mutually iavourablo impressions. 
The extraordinary beauty ot the Quouu struck 


“1 latthfully promise that Whatever she may tell Lavinia with a8tonishm'‘tit. as well ns with adini- 
me, shall not doter mo from ray purpose of solving ^tiou: while the modi‘<iiy-(]lgnificd dcrncanour, 
your cause to the best of my endeavours !** j and feminine air of self confideuue— trank, open. 


lofty, and yet utterly exempt, from boldnoss— which 
obaraoterited jier Majcs..y, at once pruidaiined tho 
high-minded, well principlotl, pure-heartud woman. 
Oa the other hand, the mure soft and winning 
beauty of Lavinia-^the pensiveneas which habilu* 


Thus speaking, Lavinia hastened from tjj^e room, 
to prepare her toilet for the visit which she had to 
pay. Again had that withering, blighting sus- 
picion flashed in unto her mind in spite of herself : 
for It struck her at the moment that ahe beheld 
somotbiug peculiar in«bcr husband's look and , ally rested in her largo blue eyes— and the half* 
then, too, that constant reiteration of tho entreaty * entreating air with which she bestowed tho siiluta- 
that slio' would not be shocked at anything she tions of rourtesy upon Indora, at once riveted tho 
might hear concerning bnu, naturally excited the ! interest of that Eastern lady, 
suspicion which couiieotcd the Duke in aome way ! They sate down tu»cth.v; and tho Duchess 
or another with the paragraph in the newspaper, began by apologising for the intrusion of suoh a 
But Lavinia was resolved to perform her promise; visit on the part of a perfect stranger. She spoko 
— and doi ig her best to dispel that siukoning hui« I m the low fluid tremulous voice which iodicatcil 
picion, she look her seat in tho oarriugo which was a ilistresscd and susponscful state of mind,- while 


I to boar her to Indora*8 villa. 


her looks softly but cloqu(Mitly implored . tho 


Wc will not dwell upon the various conflictiTig ' Queen’s consideration and turhearance. 
ideas which agitated the mind of tho Duchess ns | *' Your Groce need efier no apology,” replied 

Hlie WAS conveyed toward^ hot dcstiuHtnui. She * Indora; “for by the tenour of your note, brief 
shuddered os the carnage haired at tAe gato lead- j though its contents be, I am led to coTij^|^lure tliut 
iug into tho grounds where so foul a d^cd had been | ronie business of importance has proLMirod me thn 


pcipetratcd on the previous night; aoil she inwardly 
murmured, ” lleavon forbid timf the hostility 
which seems to exist between this lady and my 
husband, can have any reference to an episode so ! 


hmiour ol this visit P” 

“ It 18 indeed of groat importance to myself— 
and— and— to anotl^erT responded Lavinia tre- 
mulously. “But first let roe ask how f.ires it w'lth 


terrible as that—ot that it forms one of tho causes i your servant P”— and here tho voice of the J)ache.ss 
of uffoncu fur which I am to humble myself oven ! quivered and faltered more and mure: “ior 1 iuvo 
to tho kneeling at her foot!” i read that paragraph in tho newspapor.” 

The Bun^muns at the gate was answered by the I “ My servant lies in a very dangerous condiixm. 
faitUtul Mark,— who, perceiving a splendid equi- j Sho is totally unconscious: but still tlio nn* lical 
page with a ducal coronet upon the panels, has- • attendant gives hope of her eventual recovery:*' — 


tened to the carnage -window, to which a beautiful and us Indora thus Hpoke, she fixed her (ltt»!c (>yr>8 ; 
lady was beckoning him. earnestly upon the Duchess as if to fathoiu lue ' 

“ Have the kindness,” said Lavinia, “ to give motives of this visit. , 
my card and this note to the Lady Indora, and 1 “ My present pr6icceding must have already op- 

will await any message you may bring back.” peared most singular,” roiilinued L iviuia, scare dy | 

Christina Ashton had gone with her* brother to ! knowing how to approach tho subject which she | 
pay a visit to Isabella Vincent; and Indora was ! had to explain; “and perhaps when my purpose j 
qlone in the drawing room, when at about tho hour i is made known, it may appear inoro singular still I 
of noon tho duoal equipage drove up to hv gate. | But, Ob, madam 1 whatever cause of oflcnca 
Sho wondered who the visitress could be : 'for she , my husband may have given you, I beseech your j 
caught a glimpse of Lavinia as her Grnco leiiut ladyship to pardon him 1” • i 

forward ut the carriage- window to give the note Again did Indora fix ber eyes upon tho Duchess i 
and* curd to Mark. The reader may imagine the for she was full of wonderment as to the extent of 
Queen’s astonishment when her faithful major- the revelations which the Duka might have made 
domo entered with that card and that billet. Mark to his wife, and to what topics suoh revelations 
himsslf peroeived the amasement of his mistress: might refer. Lavinia suspected what was passing 
but that eipressioQ of aurprise quickly passed in the Queen’s mind; and the hastened to say, 
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" Of fchow eaONt of offence I em utterly ignorant, 

I Lady Indora. All that the Duke has t Id me, is 
I that he hu offended you— that you have the 
I power to injure him— that you are exercising this 

i power ^And, Ohl he is rery, ▼err unhappy I 

But he implores your forbearance— he beseeobes 
you to accept the assurance of his contrition : he 
would hare jome to you if he had dared— but on 
his behalf do I kneel at your feetl” 

And with these words, Lavinia sank down to a 
suppliant posture, — taking .{ndora's hand and 
pressmg it with the warmth of entreaty, while 
she looked up with imploring gaae into Indora's 
tountcnanoe. The Queen was profoundly touched 
by the pathos of this appeal : she saw in a moment 
that the Duke was making a blind and uninformed 
instrument of his wife— and she pitied her. 

** Bise, madam/* she said: it is not for you to 
kneel at my feet : although But rise, I con- 

jure you I Ob, now you weep. Duchess of liaroh- 
montl — and 1 cannot beiur to behold these 
tears I" , 

*'Lady, you are all goodness/* murmured 
Lafinia: **yes, I read your character in your 
countenance I You will not be item and unre- 
lenting 1 Of whatsoerer offences my husband 

may be guilty— and I seek not to know them—*' 
*' Madam, rest assured/' interrupted the Queen, 
with a true queenly dignity, ** that hiy honour has 
suffered not—*' 

**I<ro, no, ladyl" cried the Duchess: ** purity 
and rirtue are stamped upon your countenance: 
they are delineated in your looks 1 Good hearens 1 
not for a moment would I insult you with such a 
suspicion. I am entirely at your mercy— 1 place 
myself in your hands. If you think fit to narrate 
the offences of my husband towards you in order 
to conrinoe me of the magnitude of your gene- 
rosity in pudoning them, I shall listen : but if on 
the other hand you willsspare me that which my 
own heart tells me cannot be otherwise than pain- 
ful— and, if you will pardon him all the same— 
Oh ! 1 shall bless you— I shall lore you as my 
benefactress !" • 

*'Bise, lady— rise. Duchess of Marohmont!" 
said Indora, in a tremulous Toice, and at the same 
time wiping away a tear. "You hate giren me 
no offence— you come in the candour and frank- 
ness of your own innocence— yop must not kneel 
as a suppliant 

" Lady— dear lady— 1 will kneel," continued the 
Duchess, ** until you grant me this boon. Ob, 
you know not how much depends upon it ! 1 saw 
my husband wretched and unhappy : 1 implored 
bis confidence. He told me that he had enemies— 

> and that you were one. Hq bade me come to you 
—and I am here 1 Grant |iim« your pardon, dear I 
lady— and he will gire me back his lore as a ro- 
ws^ for procuring that forgireness. You see how 
much is at stake t It is in your power to restore 
me that happiness which for years I hare lost. Do 
j this, dear lady, and 1 will lo?e you as a sister 1 
Ab, you weep 1 you are mored— you will accede to 
my prayer 1" 

"Bis^ Duchms of MarcbmonV’ again said In- 
dora, bu^iiow speakbg in a roice which was all 
trca^ottc With emotiona. ** Betum to your hus- 
bivwi^^tsU him that for all he has erer done to- 
wards pw, I forgire him for your sake." 

* Dearest dearest ladyl" qaculated the Duches% 


pressing Indora's hand to her lips, and then start- 
ing up from her suppliant posture ; ** you bare 
poured joy into my heart— you have already filled 
my soul with happiness—" 

" But understand me well, madam,” interrupted 
the Queen ; " 1 forgive your husband for- whatsoever 
he may have done towards myself* Be particular 
in conveying my deeieion in the very terme wherein 
I express it." ^ ' 

" But what means this reservation P" asked 
Lavinia, her beautiful ojontenance suddenly be- 
coming so pensively mcurnfiil that it went to In- 
dora's heart to be unable to give her such an asmr- 
anoe as would send her away completely happy. 
"There is something in your words which £ namiot 
understand : there is, ae 1 have expressed it, a 
reservation—" 

" Your husband will comprehend my meaning," 
answered Indora; " and he will at least thank your 
Grace fo^ what you have done. Beturn to him, 
and say those words— that for his offences against 
myself I forgive him for your sake. Fail not to 
say that it is for your sake 1" 

" Ab, I comprehend !'* exclaimed the Duchess, 
apparently awskening from the stupor of bewilder- 
ment: "there is some ono else In whom you are 
interested, and against whom my husband has 
offended 1 Ob, is it possible ? can it be really truo 

that ” f 

Lavinia stopped short, and sank upon the sofa, 
overpowered by her feelings. Against whom 
could her husband have thus ofk»Dded, if not 
against Sagoonah P For must not Indora be in- 
terested on behalf of her servant P and was it not 
on this account that she was making such a mental 
reservation P And now, too, the Queen looked 
distressed ; for she failed not to fathom what was 
passing in the mind of the Duchess: she com- 
prehended full well the nature of the suspicion 
which Lavinia entertained. 

" Beturn to the Duke, madam," said the Queen, 
in a tremulous voice; "return to him, and de- 
liver the message which you have already received 
from my lips.'^ j 

The Duobess would have said more: she would 
have renewed her entreaties— she would again I 
have fallen at the Queen’s feet : but her emotions ! 
were too strong for the power of utterance— and 
she remained riveted like a statue to the spot. 
One last effort did she make to give vent to an 
impassioned intercession : but she oouid not— she 
dared stay no longer— and abruptly pressing the 
^ Queen's band, she hastened from the apartment. 
When again seated in her carriage, Lavinia throw 
herself back and burst into an agony of tears : for 
she could no longer doubt that her own husband 
was in somo unaccountable way connected with the 
assassin-attempt upon Sagoonah. 

Nevertheless, as the reader may have perhaps 
already imagined, the mental reservation made by 
; Indora referred not to Sagoonah but unto 
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Wa must now return to the Burker, whom Vre left 
when issuing forth from the Duke of Marchmont^s 
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iiuinHuou #tt(i a pory which bj the feel he knew 
to be well filled with notes and gold. Making bis 
way to some low public-house with which he was 
acquainted— but where at the same time he felt 
Ter j sure that he should not be reoognised in his 
Jewish garb— the miscreant regaled himself with 
plenty of refreshment in the shape of strong Kquor 
*-haTing partaken of which, he retired to bed. It 
was his purpose to leave the metropolis on the fol- 
lowing day, and get to some seaport^ whence he 
might embark for France. We need hardly ob- 
.ae»Te that he took very good care to reckon over 
the contents of the purse ; and he foond |hat the 
Duke of Marchmont had not deceived lum ; but 
that the amount was larger than the recompense 
promised for the crime in respect to Indora. 

In the morning the Burker obtained an early I 
s%ht of the newspaper; and he read the same | 
pnrag^ph which has already been presented to 
onr readers. Nothing could exceed the astonieh- , 
No. 71 .— Fovxtb SiBixs. 


ment of the Buncer on finding how tremendons a 
mistake ha had committed: he sate for some 
minutes utterly lost in amasemont at the discovery 
of this startling fact. Yet how did it matter to 
him since he bid pocketed the reward f But then 
a thought was gradually stealing into the Barker’s 
mind. It was the jeath of Indora for which the 
Duke had bargained ; and the same motivm, what 
ever they were, which had prompted his Graee 
to desire that lady's assassination, must still exist. 
Thus did Mr. Banes reason within himself ; and 
thence he cabulated that another reward as ample 
as the one he had just received might possibly 
be forthcoming from the Duke for the consum- 
mation of that crimt. Greedy of gold as he was 
anserupulous in conduct^ he seriously reflected 
whether it would not be worth his while to re- 
main in Iiondon until the night— obtain an inter- 
view with the Duke— and ascertain his views on 
the subject. Barney was of dauntless oourage in 
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punuiogf hii career of crime ; and his myiy adren- 
turei of the last few months— his escapes, which 
he termed hie "triumphs” — together with the 
success which had hitherto attended the assump- 
tion of his disguises, had tended to embolden him 
to an almost reckless extent. His mind was tbw<o- 
fore made up : he would remain in London until 
the night at all events ; and if the Duke acceded 
to his proposal, he would undertake the new van- 
tuie— or rather, we should njp the fearfully coit» 
rect perpetration of the one ns^|inBlly confided to 
him. 

It by no means suited thi Auksi^s disposition 
to remain in-doors all day at the public-house; 
mnd moreover such a circumstance in itself would 
look suspicious. ‘He felt convinced that he was 
disguised in a stjle impe n etrable to the ^es of 
tim detectives ; and there was a sort of tfarilliog 
P^ure in thus betting their keeanesa at naught. 
He therefore issued forth ; bat speedily becoming 
wearied of wandering sboBl^ he 6ithoi^hb himself 
of an eipedient which pretaimd some little amuse* 
menl^ and which at the same timo wnold enable fafoi 
to fit down and rest for hoiira on snssa amt f sn i eiit 
epoh The idea wasone whfoh had been suggested i 
dnring bis conversation with Jaclf tatdfae at the 
time be assumed the Jew's drsm at tbal tndividuai’a 
lodgings;— and this idea wag ia fMecps a small 
tray and some pastilles. Ibo atSMsc ware spsodily 
purcbasedi and behold, at about tvs ofsMiia tba 
afternoon, the Barker setllad Mmwff m Iba door- 
steps of an empty house In one of Ibo dkSMngh- 
foiso at the West End of fhp town#- 

Wbiio tbeio stationed^ limey Iba JMmv m- 
iected open saai^ thingiHHUd mnangsl others^ 
npen hfo' moat isosnl psssosiitus ba iwset to 
Jack lomdley. 

Jack’s a noem snwiid^ dog/^ sold Mm Burkar 
to filmself ; " or else ha wmddnfl have played me 
such a scampish trisk u Mial»«*gotting bold of 
my blunt end boltlo| off nln a tboll M X was 
even with him Ifaeui^f I pffsioai soon made the 
eocundiriMiifffgi^ootbisayia'is. leverlbelese, 
he is a dirty rMsai; and If ha sould havs his ye- 
venge, be would bo lom to tek# it foci enough. 
But one thing fc loHain t ho broalda't go and give 
hisself up mmely te have the pleasure of informing 
agin me ; and it’s nnktmtnon sure that bo couldn’t 
inform against me unless be did give hisself up. 
6o all things considered, I don’tr think there’s no 
harm to be afeerd on in that there quarter.” 

Mr. Barnes bad arrived at this satisfactory con- 
clusion, when on raising his eyes, whom should he 
behold crossing the street and advancing towards 
him, but old Jonathan CamabieP The sexton of 
Wo^bridge did not look by any means the better 
for bis debauch of the nights but one previously : 
on the contrary, he was pide ancl ill, and seemed as 
if he bad arisen firom a bed of sickness. Tbo fact 
WES that the stupefying drug used by the Barker, 
had produced a very injurious effect on the aexton. 

" By jingo, I’m dune for I” said the Burker to 
himself, aa Jonetban advanced straight towards 
J^im: "he’ll twig mo. through this ouwed black 
gabeidise and this thunderin’ grey beard— But 
X’m n,fool! Old Jonatban’e eyea isn't half 90 
M tba detective chips’ wisual oigeni; and 

cawt ele through me no more than if I was 
kjjU of them poateesee. I’ll look ai seriem m if 
XUjhet come out of tho smoygog.” 


" How do you sell your pastilles, my good old 
man P” inquired the sexton of Woodbridge, fum- 
bling at the bottom of bis pockets for a few half- 
pence. 

The Barker answered tho question very curtly 
indeed, but imitating the Jewish accent as much 
as he eould ; for he had not forgotten the conver- 
sation he had overheard at the public-house on the 
preceding night, when it was stated that Jonathan 
Carnabie had been atruek by his " lingo ” at the 
time he wae beguiling Um with talcs of his re- 
spectability. 

"Well, rU buy a fow paetflles,’* said Jonathan: 
"for my landlady aeenm to bo very fond of them 
—and as she is exoeedinjriy kind tuad civil, I must 
make her a little present/’ 

The Burker received thp iopptr coins— gave the 
suitable number of pestUfee— and eyeing the old 
sexton askanee, hoped that he would at onoe take 
himself off. But it was not eo. Jonathan pos- 
eaased ah inquiring dispositiimc and he thought 
that aa he had come to London, it waa hie duty to 
make hiaeelf acquainted with every matter on 
which he wee previously nninfonned^ and however 
trivial Its interest. 

"I never saw paakfllee bafore X same to this 
gmat city,” he said. "How ere they nuide P” 

"Chalk,” wae the curt response. 

" Cheik P indeed !” said Mr. CamaMe. " Wkatl 
hMc chalk P I nave? heard of it before.” 

"Chareoal, then,” growled the Burker, inwardly 
venlint a bitter imprecation againet the old sexton’s 
visual organs and Hmbi. 

"Ah! ehanioal, ehP And how are they 
aeentedP” 

"Don’t knowP” rejoined the Barker. 

Old Jonatken— soepeoting not for a eingle in- 
stant who it was that stood thus disguised before 
him— said in a aomewhat angry ton^ "Well, at 
ail events yon might give a person a civil answer 
—particularly when he has laid out money with 
yeu/' 

But the Burker vouchsafed no response; and 
Jonathan walked away, muttering something sulkily 
between bis isbth. 

" He didn’t know me— ho didn’t suspect nufOn !” 
thought the Burker chuck) ingly to himself. " Tho 
old rascal I 1 thought at one moment his eyes 
was a piercing like needles through this here gaber- 
dine and beard. Howsomever ” 

At this moment the 'Burker beheld the 
Duke of Marchmont advancing on foot along 
the street. His Qrace bad just come from 
assisting at the installation of Mrs. Oxonden 
in a splendidly furnished house which he bad 
taken for her reception; and he was gratidod 
on finding that suvh was her love of pleasure and 
of gold, she would be sure to keep ten tliousand 
secrets relative to as many crimes, if it only suited 
her selfish purposes. Such was the impression be 
bad formed of her during an hoar’s conversation ; 
and he felt himself safe enough in that quarter.' 
But wsC be so in other respects? His wife had 
faithfully reported the particulars and the issue of 
her interview with Indora; and therefore if he 
were satisfied in respect to Mrs. Oxenden, he was 
fuU of apprehensions in respect to the Oriental 
lady. 

"She win forgive me all that X have done to- 
wards Umfft* the Duka kept thinking within 
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W»oirBimiidMb*«1owl7]^aMdilMiff *< b«l ftbii | bilo llwif » iBd at ll tod^t aj lovd*t pimit 

aetat that aba will a«l or maoi aa la IbH fha £idf lodooa it la baa bar babbled, 
fvipeet U wbal 1 b«fe data loaada olbaaia aaUlad it mllbal BuV bf jiagal ber^# tbalold 
whom aba ia iotevaatad. i»d att Ibioga aaa- aaoaadaai agahir 

gidwad in wboa cia Aa ba aa wlaaalad Ma aaolal iJaaidallaB bam val^raaaa to old 
M in him who ia aaanradlj alifa— wbo ia in Janalban Oaaftabia^ wW waa aalming down tba 
. Kagland— and wban I baaa aaanf Yaa— Iba^ aUeabj and far an iutaiit tba Bnrkai thought 
nuat ba welt aaqttUAlad«»it ia anlj too of pilabiog aiatj hit atoakda-lmda and takiog to 
GTidont ; and bar visit to Oiklaada waa n kia baeia. But now tbara wara aevaral pavaoaa 
triok^B Btratageni, daviedi an kia bAstf-^ubt* paang «l tba mommki and anob npraeaediag 
iaea auggeated bp bim too t It h ikia aaatarn would natninUp eidta auaphrion that thara waa 
woman onlj whom I fear t it ia Indora oa^ whom aomeAb^ wrong : lAareaa in raapaoito Jonathan 
1 opprabaad. Warn aba ant af tba wap, b# wauid it might be a feiU tbana altar all. Tba Burkar’a 
beaomo powarleas t be darea not aomo forward^ gtas awapt npidlp np uid down tba atiaat: no 
be ia eompetled to work tbroiigb tba meaoa of an pobeeman waa in aigbt— Boone who at aU aaawarad * 
agent. Yes-»if Indora wera pot out of mp path, to hii tolarablp aaoiiiiita notion or InowMga of a 
JL Aoald feel mjaelf aafa^-P«-l might dafp tba dataotive. ThartfeM tba Barker reauniwd at Ua 
whole world T poat^ut inwavdlp rdmlring to daanwp the inatant 

Here the Ditka of Marebmont aaddanly atopped Jonathan Oarnabia Aonld ba again out of aig be, 
abort, not only in bis masinga but likewise iu hia It mnat ba adasitted that be now euraad the nnne* 
walk ] for on raising bit eyes, whom sdould bo aaaaaipfolfywbieU hadaxpoaed bim to such perila; 
behold at tho distance of a dozen yards but Barney and bli mind was by no meaoa reamorad whan bo 
the Barker P The Bake could aeoroely believe tho ^belMd tbo agnlOB of Woodbridge making atraigbt 
evidence of bia own seoaea: and yet it waa ao. t owa rds bttm ' Bntaa he drew near, the Buvkar 
Tliere stood Barney drosaed in the Jewiah eoatumo, ffmr that ba bad a pfeasant and agreaablo exprea- 
with his tray of paetillea in bia hand. afen of adnntanaloa; and ha raid within UUnaelf, 

Tais fellow ii mad, to remain thus in Ion- wonder wfaai tba old ^og wanta now P** 
don I" thought the Bake within bimaelf : but tbo *'1 will bnp a few aaeta of your paatillea,*' aaid i 
next instant a feehng <4 joj through bit Jonathan, ^Up landladj tella mo that tbejara 


Brawiog out hia purse, and keeping ll in hia 


j caEoeadingip tnd alao lory good." 

"How many P" aafaed the Barker, in a feigned 


baud, 80 aa to have the appearance of being about voice, and ad tba aame lima imitating aa wall an 
to bestow alma on the aeemiog Jewish mendicant, he waa Ala tba acoanta of n Jew ^ Aa lower 
the Buke accoated him. Tuera wara very few ordofc 


I><iople passing by at tba time : and not a police- 
tuan waa in eight. 

" Wbat are you doing hcAf" inquired March- 


Joaatban atatad Ae nvmbar bt required, and 
drew for A the prioa. The Barker pocketed Ae 
monep, atill apAig tba old aaxCon atfcanee » bat 


mont, in a horrwd manner aodin a low voice, aa there wae readip nothing to Jonalban’a looks |a 
lin still kept playing with hia purte for appeoranoe’ warrant bia apprehanaioB. But wo mnat leave 
sake. these two individoalt fog a few mmutas tbua 

** A Bollio’ of thaN worry protfy KUda Aings at atauding togatbar, while wa ralata some particulara 


a worry moderate rate," responded tlla Barker. 
** But jukin* apart, my lord— I wae only a killin* 


which are essential to the progress of oar story. 

Aa the reader baa seen, rewards bad beeVofferad 


time until evening should draw io«--wbaa £ meant for |be appiehenskm of tbo Smodlejt and th# 
to take lome atepi to get an interview with your Barker ; a^ we amy add that no efforts bad bean 
Grace." left untried by the poMoe to gat upon the track of 

" What for P" demanded Ae Buka hastily. either or all of Aeaa todhiduala. The horrible 
" Only, roy lord," woo the reply, ** because Aa revelationo mode by the aubterniiean of the gold- 
husinesa wewi*t done proper last night— though, beater’s house in iMbatfa, had excited the puUia 
by jingo ! it wasn’t my fault : for if Aat cussed feeling to a high digraa ; and Aa offieera of justice 
young woman chose A tog herself out in her thereto aonsiderad it akaoliitely necessary Aat tka 
iiiimua'a dress, how Ike deuoa was I to know any miseraaiiila okonld ba bttutad down and brought to 
think about it P Ska had a wail down over bar the bar of a erimioal tnboaal. Bui if to such a 

lace " ease it ware desirabla to capture a pavticaiar ona 

"Yob, yes— I have read all about it," inter- rather than theaAars this cue woe the Barker, 
rupted the Buke ; " and 1 aea f uU well Ant it waa His eemplioitp in tba hidaoua murder of the lawyer 
a mistake on youi parb 1 do not blazat Bollard at Liverpool— iia escape from the gaol to 

you ** that town —and bis daring, desperate condmot to- 

" And that there mUtabe," vqoinad the Bur- wovda the polso»>offleia]a at the dmedleya’ bouae, 
ker, " can be put all right and itraiglit ; aadiba were motives in addition to all olheva which ren- 
pi^r goooe oanbeeoak^ifyottvlordaUpelioaaaa daind it abaolately neeaaaa |7 for the •oourify of 
A say the word." aociety that such a diabolic fiend Aould be ewi 

" Meet me tkfia evening to Ae fame ai tbdback aboit to hia iniquitoui career. Bu% ae wo have 
cf my stables," sAl the Duke bttsrfediy: tndtba% eaeis the Barber as wall as the Smadleys had 
with an appearance of oatentatUm for the beboef biiAerto evaded the povauit of jui Aw. 
of the paaaeradiy, be flung a Ailliiig into the Bur- The Secretary for the Hume Bopartmeat, acting 
ker*a tray. upon the mpreaeoiatioiia of Aa pelieo authorities 

"There I I bnewed howA would be," thought determtoed to takea step whiabil waa hoped weadd 
Barney to hiaoself ; " these base acutocntiB Aapa bnve Ae effsot of bringing the gong of duacieontc 
nlwnya wiU have their way when ibaj once tahat it] witbto tharaageof Ae law't operaiioa. Hand* 
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I bills were aooordiogtj printed, proclaimi^ that the 
I mercy of the Grown would be to a certain degree 
extended to any one of the gang (the Burker him- 
self excepted) who would give such information aa 
dkould place the others in the hands of the police; 
or the same benefits would be extended to that 
one of the said gang who would surrender up the 
Burker alone to the authorities. These bills were 
printed early on the morning of which we ha^e 
been writing ; and they began to be drculated in 
the metropolis at the time the Burker took his 
station at the West £nd, disguised as a Jaw« and 
with his tray of pastilles before him. 

The police-ollicers were active in scattering the 
* bills amidst the low quarters of London,— knowing 
that in those districts they were for more likely to 
have the cifeot of attaining their object than in 
the superior districts of the metropolis. It hap- 
! pened that one of the first of these printed pro- 
I clamations that were issued, fell into the hands of 
Jack Sinedley, as in some new disguise 'he was 
I wandering through the district of 8t. {Siuke*s in as 
wretched a state of mind as can be well CifiieeiM. 
On reading the handbill, the gold-beater was at once 
smitten with the thought of availing himself of 
the benefit which it held out. Ae understood its 
meaning full well : it signified that whoever would 
turn round upon his accompUces should experience 
the mercy of the Crown so far as to have his life 
spared, though with the certainty of sustaining the 
opplication of the next degree of puniahment^— 
namely, transportation for the rest of his days. 

Jack Smedley was, as the reader has seen, a 
veritable coward in most respects — although 
having hardihood sufficient to plunge into crime 
when led on, encouraged, and assisted by others. 
But the idea of the ^bbet was for him fraught 
with such terrors that it was a matter of surprise 
it bad not restrained him from crime altogether : 
—unless indeed we must^take into account the cir- 
oumstanoo that every man when committing a 
deed of turpitude, hugs the belief that it will 
never Ve* discovei^. And now, upon reading 
I this proclamation. Jack Smedley beheld the m^ans 
I of saving his life— Aye 1 and not only of saving 
I his life, but also of revedging himself on tlm 
Burker for the last event which had marked their 
Intercourse. What to Smedley was transporta- 
tion for the remainder of his existence, if he could 
. only save that existence from a \iorribie and igno- 
minious fate P To have the power of patting out 
from his imagination that dark sinister object 
which was looming before his mental vision— to 
escape firom the haunting infiuence of the sombre 
gallowi and all the dread paraphernalia of death, 
— thb were indeed happiness, although at the 
same time he should be do(An^ to fix his eyes on 
the far-off regions of eternal exile t Not many 
moments did the gold-beater waste in delibera- 
rion : his mind was speedily made up ; and with 
the proclamation in his hand, he ^t out on his 
aear^ after Barney the Barker. 

We have said that he was wearing a new sort 
of disguise : but it is not worth while to pause 
and describe its details. Suffice it to say, that 
profiting by the hints which he had received from 
the Burker the evening but one previous^ he had 
made such alterations in his appearance as were 
Indeed well calculated to defy the scrutiny of the 
most lynx- eyed detective. Accordingly, he made 
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his way through the streets of London, withous 
exciting any suspicion, and without attracting 
towards himself a single suspicious look on the 
part of any constable whom he encountered. He 
knew enough of the Barker's desperate character 
to be well aware that if he were . still in the 
metropolis, he was just as likely to be haunting 
one of the best neighbourhoods as to be lurking 
about in one of the worst. * 

**He is pretty sure,^' thought Jack Smedley 
within himself, ** to keep on that old Hebrew dis- 
guise: for he knows it to be the best he could 
possibly have; and notwithstanding what took 
place betwixt him and me, he can't for a moment 
fancy that I should think of betraying him. There- 
fore it isn't on my account ho would leave Lon- 
don. Besides, didn't he tell me that he had got a 
little business in hand which would keep him here 
for a few days P— and Barney is not the man to 
make himself scarce before his work is done. De- 
pend upbn it he i$ in London I— and if so, I will 
have him. My own life depends upon it ! Aye 
—and for that matter, 1 would give up Bab like- 
wise Anything to save myself from swinging 

on th8 gallows ! Besides, hasn't Bab led mo a 
precious life— always teasing and tormenting me 
—calling me a coward— domineering over me— 
making me do exaotjy what she chose -ordering 
me B(b)ut as if 1 was ];er slave? Yes, yesi— 1 
have no compunction now t my own safety is all 
that 1 hkve to think ofl" 

Such were the thoughts which passed through 
Jack Sinedley's mind as he wandered about the 
streets of London searching for the Barker. At 
length, while making his way through a quarter 
at the West End, just as he reached the top of a 
street into which he was about to turn, he caught 
Sight of a dross the aspect of which instantaneously 
sent a thrill of joy through his heart. It was as- 
suredly the Burker !— there could be no mistake 1 
The beard— the hat— the gaberdine,— all were the 
same!— and then, too, he was evidently selling 
pastilles; and in his discourse with Smedley at 
the lodgings of the latter, he had with coarse 
jocularity derifared that it only required this addi- 
tion to the circumstances of his disguise in order 
to render that disguise complete. 

Jack Smedley literally trembled with the feel- 
ings that now agitated him. The safety of his 
own life appeared to be within his reach : —but 
what if the Burker should Itill escape him P He 
flung his glances hurriedly up and down the street : 
not a policeman was to be seen. He looked again 
towards the Burker; and he now beheld him in 
discourse with a strange-looking old man, whom 
our readers will recognise as Jonathan Carnabie. 
Again did the gold-beater fling his glances around t 
but still no policeman I— and he did not dare leave 
the spot— he did not dare lose sight of Barney the 
Burker for even a single minute, lest that minute 
should be sufficient to enable him to vanish alto- 
gether. 

Joidithan Carnabie had now finished his second 
bargain with the Burker, and was moving away : 
be was coming in the direction of that extremity of 
the street where Jack Smedley postei himself. 
But, ah I the Barker was retreating in the oppo- 
site direction. The gold-beater’s first impulse was 
to give the alarm— to cry " Stop thief !” end thus 
set numbers upon hif track. But a second tlvntghl 
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flo&f iaced him of the impoUoj of this prooeediof. wreppid in e piece of paper ( tad m ahe deUbe* 
Ib the fint place, the Barker might ponibly , rately opened thif paper, the Barker's eje caught 
escape i Smedley was not well acquainted with this , sight of the name of Smediej amongst the printed 
particular quarter of the town, and he knew not contents thereof. Then he beheld his own namer 
what bje-streets might lead off from the main one j and the words ''the mere/ of the Crown " likewise 
along which Barney was now proceeding. And met his fiew 

then again, it was just possible that it might not " Here, mj poor old man— here’s thrippenoe for 
be Barney at all— but a fcritable Hebrew who had ' you," said the dame; "and I'm sure 1 hope the 
happened to ^ear a costume precisely similar to money will do you as much good as if you was a 
that which Smedley fiad lent to his accomplice. Christian." 

All these considerations passed with lightning "Please to leare it wrapped up in the paper, 
speed through the mind of the gold-beater ; and for ma'am/' said the •Barker t " it's rayther more con- 
a few instants he was bewildered how to act. A wenient t ^ carry." 

thought however struck him ; and he accosted " Well, so it be," said the dame, who was die- 
Jonathan Carnabie posed to be particularly loquacious. " 1 got 4he 

" You were talking to that old Jew P’ he add, change just now in paying lAy weekly bill at the 
with quick utterance. baker's. And what do you think P While I waa 

" I was buying pastilles of him," responded the a-standing quite promiscuous-like a-talking at the 
sexton, somewhat startled by this abrupt address counter, in comes a policeman and pitches a 
from a total stranger. packet of haddbills ; and he says, says he, ' 1 say, 

" Bid you see nothing queer in his look, sir P" Mr. Oatcake, just distribute these amung your 
demanded Jack—" nothing of a hang-dog expres- customers— mure partikler amung them as brings 


sion of countenance ?" 

" Well, 1 did not take particular notice," replied 
Jonathan: "but now that you menti& the cir- 
cumstance—" 


' bakin's^ because it's the poorer orders.' " 

" To be sure ma'am 1" said the Barker, growing 
desperately impatient. "Beg your pardon— but 
r?a got a liftle appintment with our Babbi at the 


" Bid ho look like a Jew, sir P" exclaimed Jack sinnigog- ■ — " 

Smedley. " But did youjiappen to notice whether "Oh! I won't detain you, my good man," con- 
there waa a rent in tiie front part of his gaberdine iinued the dame. " 1 was only going to say that 
— just about here P"— and the gold-beater indicated when the* policeman left the shop, Mr. Oatcake 
the left breast of his own coat. say^ saya he, 'These bills oome in preoious handy 


"To be sure !" rejoined the old sexton: "1 did to wrap up halfpence.'" 


observe it. 


"No doubt of it, ma'am t"— and the Barker, 


" It's all right, then !" ejaculated Smedley. now unable to reatrain his impatience any longer, 
" And now, sir, pray be good enough to hasten snatched ibc handbill from her grasp ara burst 


back after that Jew— just get him into conversa- 
tion— do anything to engage bis attention for a 


away from her. 

" Well, 1 nerer did see a poor old Jew like that 


few minutes 1 lie is an old scamp- the police take such long strides before!" said the dame to 
are looking for him— but don't let him know that herself, aa she stood for some moments looking 


there is anything suspicious !" 


after the Barker. " But poor man I he's no doubt 

f I I I 


"Bear me 1" said Jonathan; " what a place thii very particular in saving his prayers reglar, and 
London is 1" is pretty nigh as good as a Christian after all." 

"Fray be off, sir, and do as I ask you! You Meanwhile the Barker was parstting his way;, 
will have time to overtake* him! There I he ia ,and with the little handbill laid upon his tray, was 
stopping!— a woman is buying lomethiog of him I reading its contenta. 

Be off with you, sir— and keep him engaged for a " Here's a prefty go I" be said to himself. " If 
few minutes !" the Government is a man of any feelin', be ought 

Jonathan Carnabie accordingly retraced his way to be ashamed of hiiself to try and bribe a fellow 
—while Jack Smedley, full of fererish suspense, to turn round upon bis pals." 
again looked round in aearoh of a policeman. At the saol time it was with no very pleasurable 
Meanwhile the Btrker, thankful at having got rid sensations that Mr. Barnes perused the handbill : 
of the Wuodbridge sexton, bad been beating a re- for he saw thereby that the authorities were terri- 
treat as fast as his assumed character of an old bly earnest in their pursuit of him. Moreover, 
Jew would permit him to proceed; and he was his thoughts speedily riveted themselves upon Jack 
near the extremity of the street when ho waa Smedley; and he said to himself, " It’s high time 
•topped by an elderly dame who began to bargain 1 should hook it ! The appintment with the 
with him for some pastilles. The Barker inwardly Buke can't weri^ well be kept. I must show 
vented his rage at being thus detained, by means London a clean pair of heels afore I'm an hour 
of a bitter imprecation; and he gruffly bade the older." 

dame take as many pastillec as ahe choce and pay But at this moment be felt A top upon hb 
for them exactly what she liked. But she was a shoulder; and turning round with A start that 
slow-going old creature: she counted a pile of made hb unsold pastillestdanee upon the tray, ha 
paatilles with the utmost deliberation^ and then beheld Jonathan Carnabie again. The Burker 
ahe fumbled in her pocket for some halfpence to ' could soareely restrain .himmlf from knocking the 
pay for the purchase. The Barker— who had j idd man down and then taking to hb heeb: but a 
plenty of money about him, and oared not one fig . glance towards the end of the street showed him 
for the expeoted halfiienoe— was ready to burst that several persons were poseing, and ho dared 
fith impatience: but he dared not even Ibr an not thus riably thrust hb head into the lion's 
initont do aught that might oreate a suspicion, mouth. It ittusk him that there was something 
ITio old dame drew out a small packet of balljpence singalar in the old sexton’s look ; and then too, 
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this third TMt Bfttiartlly flllad tbs Barker*^ guiltj Street; and tbither Jack Smedl^ hasieoed on toot^ 
mind with niigifiiigs. I in oidar to turn approrer on behalf of the Go- 

** I want a diw BMre paitilioa/* said Jonathan i ▼emment^ that be night thereby saTO hie own 
** they seem so good ^^and you ate sueb a worthy lifis. 

man**— ** | Though it was now late in the afternoon, the 

“ Cuss his eyes !” growled the Burkov, who had magistrate was still sitting at Bow Street; and the 
the greatept diifieulty la oontaiaiog hims^f. Barker, dressed in his Jewish appOrel, was placed 

** Whet 'did yon say F” ayked Camabia, locking in the dock. The ndws speedily spread throughout 
np into the protended Jew’s oountonanee : and now the neighbourhood that the furaudaSla Barney was 
— being already prepared to view him with sus* taken j and the court waJ in every short time 
picieii, fVom all that Jock Smedley bad eaid^ crowded to excesa. One of the oonstables who bad 
Jonathan was at once struck with the pecubsr eeptured the criminal, deposed to the effect that ho 
expression of the Barker’s eyes : so that he could had been accoeted by a stranger who gave him the 
not prevent himself from starting as the idea of information upon which he bad auted. liio Sutier- 
IhtfvilUiB’s identity flashed to his mind. intendent of Police for that district then called the 

At that very instant a oonple of policemen burst magistrate’s attention to the fact that the prisoner 
round the oorner of a diverging etreet which wae ; had escaped from Liverpool gaol, to which be had 
dose by ; and the Barker wae eeieed upon at the been some time back ooinmitted on a charge of 
moment that ho beheld bia reeognitiun oo the murder; and the officer produced the placard pub* 
port of the old sexton. lished on the occasion, specifying the particulars of 

‘'At last we have got you!" exclaimed one of that escape knd offering a reword for hia re-appre* 
the constables, with his staff in readiness to^aoek beneion. 

the miscreant down if he attempted raaietaiice. ' " There are likewise, your worship," added the 

Barney struggled desperately, -'•giving vent at Superintondent, " grave and serious charges against 
the same timo to terrible impreoationei but the this man drising out of certain diseovorics mode at 
very gaberdine which eerved ee hie* disraiee on* a house in Lambeth, and which your worship doubt- 
cumbered him now— and he was quiekTy over* less bears in mind." 

powered. It was some minutest before Jonathan ** It doea not appear U^me necessary to go into 
Carnabie could recover from his astoniahmeBt at that matter," said tbo magistrate : " the oourse to 
having thus learnt that beneath the garb of a he pursued in the present instaneo is clear enough, 
venerable Jew was eoncoaled the individiud who All that I have to do is to satisfy myself of the 
had sought his life at Woodbridge, and who had lo identity of the prisoner now in the dock with 
vecently imposed upon him with sueh mooeis in the one who escaped from the gaol at Liverpool ; 
London. A cab was speeddy ealled : the Barker and to order his transfer to that town, that he 
was placed in it, and at onoe conveyed to Bow may duly take his trial at the next Assizes hoMen 
fitreet,— old Jonathan Carnabie following to listen for the Northern Circuit. What evidence, Mr. 
to the proceedings, and to give bis evidence, if Superintendenti have you to establish this 
needful. identity S'" 

We should observe that Jnok Smedley, imrac* * If the prisoner, your worship, was stripped of 
diately after eeparattag front the old eexton, bad his disguise," responded the oflioial thus addressed, 
observed a p Jiceraan come sauntering round the " there are no doubt plenty of persons here who 
corner of the street where ho was posted; and he could identify him." 


sped to aceoif him. 


** Please your worship," said one of the con- 


“ Hasten !" said Jack : there— in that diree* j stables who had captured the Barker, " I 
tion— and arrest the old Jew. He b Barn^ the I wanted to take off all that hair from his face : but 


Buiker !" 


he says it b stuck on so tight that it can only bo 


"The Barker !” ejaculated the constable. ‘‘Here’e removed by hot water— and there was not 
neipture! But 1 can’t taekb him alone i be’e | time— " 

the most desperate villein in all Bugland. Will i "Tou bad better remove tlie prisoner for a few 
you oome aud help P* * i minutes," interrupted the magistrate, " and lot the 

"No— not IF" answered Jock, chrtnking in ' false hair be token off." *' 

hovrer firom the idea of daring ihs deadly vsngsaaee " Pbasa your worship," exclaimed a man who 
of hb aecomplice in the first mamenS of the bad just entered the court, and was now making 
deipeNidio’s fiivy nt finding that ka was betrayed. bb way through the crowd, ** J epn identify him os 
"Wall, where b bef" demanded the eon* he b I— it was X who gave the information that 
stable. cnnied hb srrsst I" 

" Near the end of that street,’** was Jack Ssitd* AU ejet were turned upon the speaker : but it 
ley§ impatieat answer. wss not ncoessary for Barney to look at hb coun- 

" Then I'll nab him 1’* quickly rejoined the tenancs to see who he wasi he had already recog* 
esnstobb: ^ there's another ofiber rioae by l'^ I niasd the wobe— and a low but savage imprecation 
With these words the poliotntn turned upon ' toll from hb lips as he found that he was aftsr all 
hb heel, and hastened into the atroat whicdi ran batrayed by Jaok Smedley. The miscreant clenohed 
pivallal, with that where the Buibav was :*«aal | hb fist and^grouad hb taath with the deep eon* 
praoniM assiatanee of a brolhar-efiabl whom | eentosted laga that filled hb soul : but be was im- 
he anillilpyai at a short dwtoase, hoand hb oom«^ ; potent tor purpoaes mischief : otherwise he 
rada il|Mw>gn narrow street eennaating the two,' would have fi^n. like a tiger at Smedley, to 
alMi^fllimen^ The capture was effeetod in thn ; throttle or to tear him to pieeea. These be was, 
mb^'ltlreidy described: and BmedUy bshald it j hawmr^ peweibss» and under complete restraint 
frtoll wter a getosmy leading intaa mews* He ' -«^hiit up in the dook— maaeslet upon hb wrilts 
.fiM Ihp' eah amre to bear Barney off to Bear | *-*n p<dieB»an on bb right hand— a polbeman on 
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bit left— tad auntrottB other ooatttblet eloio hj 
to eeitt upon bim tt the letit dtuoaeirttien of 
rioloBee. 

/tck Smtdley ticeadod ibo aitneii-boz ; tad 
btriog beea tworn, bt M onto addreieed the 
megiBirtit with t hMtj tad ezettod ▼olubilUu* 
Fletae jodr worthip, thtl mtn is Btraoy the 
Barker— tod I eta prere it 1 Mj atito it /oha 
Smedley ; toll I oltim the benefit of tbs proaitt 
held out in this btnd-bill. I wti the metas of 
htudiog om the Barker to the oonittblee | tad 
1 here now come to gift myself into oastody." 

The tnnoaocement of Jock Smedley’s ntme pro- 
duced t oonsidereble seoittion in the court ; for 
every one recognised it ts that of the master of the 
house in Lambeth the hideous revelations of which 
had created so great an exciCemtnt throughout the 
metropolis. 

“ Bun’t believe t word, your wor^ip, that is teld 
you agin me/' said the Burker, in t sort of half- 
dogged, half*aubmiaitv6 tone. ** I'm t poor, honest 
Jow which gets his livin' in t respeetable manner: 
and 1 can bring fifty witnesses to prove it. As 
for that there oonetable, 1 never said nothink of 
the sort about not being able to take aft my board 
without hot water. It’s a nai'ral beard, youT 
worship— and as fast on to my chin as your wor- 
ship's whiskers is to youi^cheeks. And at for Jtitk 
Smedley, everybody linows he is a wbita-tirersd^ 
sneakin' scoundrel—" 

** It is rather singular," interjected the magis- 
trate, *‘that if you are a respectable Jew you 
should have any such particular knowledge of the 
man Smedley. But we will soon ascertain whether 
your beard is false or not—" 

'' Now that I look close, I can see plain enough 
it if a false one, your worship,"- said tho oonstable 
on the Burker'e right hand : ** and the moostaebioi 
too." 

" I can identify him, your worship 1" exclaimed 
another voice from amidst the crowd: and old 
Jonathan Carnabio now stepped into the witness- 
box. 

Uis evidence wu to the eifett that he was sexton 
of tho parish church of WoodbriJgo in Westmore- 
land— that be had engaged the Burker u an assist- 
ant, not knowing who he was at tho time— that 
tho fellow had intended to rob and murder him— 
but that bis criminal design had been frustrated 
by tho sudden arrival of assistance. Jonathan 
further stated thA he had been hocuised and 
robbed by the Barker in London ; and he excited 
some merriment in tho Court by describing how 
ho had purobosed pastilles of the false Jew without 
for an instant suspecting that his old acquaintanoe 
the Burker was concealed beneath that disguise. 

" Well, 1 tell you what, then," said Barney, who 
now began to think that it were better after all ifi 
he were to be transferred to Liverpool, inasmuch 
as the journey thither might possibly ofibr some 
facilities of escape j ** Tm a considerate man in my 
way— and don't see the use of bothcrin* the justice. 
So I'll just admit for form's sake that^I am the 
genelman which they say I be— Mr. Barney to 
wit. So there's an end of the matter." 

**In that case," observed the magistrate, "t 
have nothing more to do then to direct that ycoi 
Mr. Sttpsfinteadaoty will take the nocstiary nlea- 
surSb for eonveying the prisoner to Liverpool. The 
clerk will make out the dapositiods of what has 


m 

taken\>lace, and you may start with your prisoasr 
as soon as you think fit." 

The Barker was new reoiovid from the doeki 
and as the eells atthched to the Court itself were 
eonsidered to be stronger and more sseure than 
tboee beldhgiag to the etatwa-honse on the oppo- 
site side of Bow Street, the prisener was consigned 
to one of the fomiir. Jaok Smedley was ttien 
piaesd in the dock; and on his own confinsion wet 
committed to thke his trial for tho murder of an 
elderly person who passed by the name of Smith, 
and who was lofiging at his house in IsmbeUi 
some time back. But ha was given to understand 
by the magistrate that the promise held out by tho 
Secretary of State would no doubt be AilfiUsd*Co* 
wards faioi. All these proceedings oeoapisd tho 
megiatrate until nearly eight o'clock in tbs sven- 
iog : so that the clerk of tho ooOrt had no leisoro 
to commence the depositiono in the Barker’s oaio 
until tboee in Jack Smedley*a had been completed 
in order that the latter might be transferred to 
Horsemonger Lane Qaol. 


’CHA.PTBII CXV. 

• TAB CBIb 

It happened that at the time Barney the Barker 
was standing at the dock at Bow Street, the Puke 
of Marohmont was tinting Covent Garden Market^ 
in order to porohaie a bandeome present of fruits 
and flowers as a present for Mrs. Ozenden, whom 
it was vittUy important that ha should coaeiliato 
by every means whieh suggested themselves—*" 
either by substantial bountiss or by agreeable little 
attentionn While he was engaged in omking 
tboee purchases, the rumour reached bis ears that 
the notorious BurkCg bad been arrested in a 
Jewish garb, and was then under examination at 
Bow Stroet. For an instant a cold terror eeirod 
upon the Duke of Marcbmontt but fo*e next mo- 
pseat be reflected that the prisoner would not 
scarcely for his o^n sake— and at least not in this 
early stage of tho proceedings— confess to other 
orimee than that with which he was charged ; for 
tho same person who mentioned in the fruiterer’s 
shop the ciroumstance of the Barker's capture, 
added that tho* magistrate was merely seeking to 
establish his identity in order to tranfar him to 
Liverpool. 

Tbe Duke, having paid for bis purehsses, and 
intimated to what address they were to bo sent, 
iisued from the market. Ko disioissod h» car- 
riage, which was waiting for him ; and wandered 
for some little while about tbe adjacent streets, 
reflecting upon tbe course which it were expedient 
fo(rli|m to pnrsue : for lie felt how neeessary it was 
thal^ should render tho villain some kind of 
amistance if possible. At length his mind was 
madp* up i and be looked^ about him for a shop 
wbeif articles of ironmongery were sold. He 
■peedfly found one; and entoring it, made a 
Tariff of purchases, amounting to the value of 
seversi pounds. Ha ordered them to bo sent to his 
mansion in Belgniva Square,— at the same time 
depositing hie eard upon the ooonter to indlcata 
who he was. But while tha shopman, having 
made many obsequious bows on reading tho name 
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upon the card, .wm making out the receift^ the 
Duke abitraet^ a file from the counter and con- 
cealed it in hii pocket. Aa a matter of eourio thU 
theft wai not ^rpetrated for the miaerable pur- 
poae of efading the payment of a few penoe for 
the file I the Urge purohaeea which theTDuka had 
made were merely a pretext for hia Tiait to that 
•hop— but it did not auit hia purpoae to include a 
61e amongat thoae purchaaea. He therefore 
•tealthily helped himself to one. 

leaning from the shop, the Duke returned into 
Oorent Garden Market, in order *to pick up what- 1 
•oerer fresh information he could in respect to the 
proceedings at Bow Street ; and he now learnt 
thai the Burker, having admitted hia name and 
identity, was under order of removal with the least 
possible delay to Liverpool. The Duke however 
found that another case— namely, that of Jack 
Smedley— was occupying the magistraU’a atten- 1 
tion, and that great crowds were collected in the 
court and in the street. He accordingly loitered 
about the neighbourhood until this case wdi ter- ^ 
minatod and the crowds bad dispersed : he then 
repaired to the Bow Street police-office and in- 1 
quiredfor the magistrate. But hia worship had 
just taken his departure | and the Duke was re- 
ferred to the Inspector. 

On being conducted into the* Inspector's room, | 
the Duke of Marchmont gave his oaid, and at once 
experienced the moat cringing civility. | 

I Being in Oovent Garden Market," said his 
Grace, assuming a eareless off-hand manner, ^I I 
happened to hear that a notorious criminal dia- 
I guised as a Jew had been this afternoon arrested 
in a particular street at the West End of the 
(own. Now, 1 have a otrooj^ reason for wishing 
I to have a sight of this individual, if it be not in 
contravention of your rules or regulations." 

"Certainly, my lord," answered the Inspector 
with a low bow ; " you shs/1 see the man. But 
might I ask—” 

" Ob, yes l there is no secret in the matter," re- 
sponded tlie Duke with a smile. " I was about 
to explain myself. The fact is— But, Aht 
doubtless, now I bethink me, thp prisoner's person 
was searched P" 

" To be sure, my lord," replied the Inspector. 
"Then you can tell me whether a diamond 
ring," continued the Duke, " was found about him 
—a ring set with a single diamond-^ — " 

" No, my lord," answered the Inspector. " A 
very oonsiderable sum of money in notes and gold 
was found'upon the prisoner— but nothing else of 
any value. May I ask why your Grace—" 

" To be sure I" ejaculated the Duke, with an 
air of most condescending frankness : " a few 
words will suffice to explain tile matter. I hap- 
pened to be passing this afternoon through the 
very identical street where the pretended Jew was 
subsequently arrested; and belieting him to bo 
really what be seemed, I stopped to give him 
alms. For this purpoA I took out my purse; 
and in so doing, drew off my glove. 1 bestowed 
some small coin upon him— and continued my 
way- Scarcely had 1 reached the end of the street, 
wfciilk I missed a diamond ring from my finger. I 
fdt ''tolerably certain I must have unoonsoiously 
d^wn it off along with my glove—" 

^No dmbt of it, my lord," observed the In- 
. specter. 


" 1 hastened back to the epot, where I found 
the seeming Jew still standing; and I asked him 
if he had observed a diamond ring lying in the 
street after I bad left him P He answer^ in the 
negative: but it struck me at the time there was 
some confusion in the fellow's manner — 

" No doubt of it, my lord !" said the Inspector : 
"your Grace may dep^ upon it that the soouu- 
dnl found the ring." ^ ' 

"That is what I have come to ascertain," said 
the Duke. " But if it were not discovered upon 
his person—" 

"Nevertheless, my lord, he has got it," inter- 
rupted the Inspector : " rest usurod he has got it !" 

" Got it!" said the Duke, affecting a bewildered 
•hr. 

"To be sure, my lordl" rejoined the offioial. 

I " Of course your Grace is ignorant of the tricks 
these soouqjyels are up to *. but there oan bo no 
doubt that Ije swallowed the ring." 

"You don't say sol" ejaculated Marohmont, 
now putting on a look of immense astonishment. 

"Or else, perhaps," added the Inspector, " it is 
just possible that he may have so cleverly con- 
cealed it in some part of his dross, that it escaped 
the notice of the oonstable who searched him." 

"As he is now in a position in which the ring 
can be of no possible use to him," continued the 
Duke, " he may perhaps be inclined to give it up 
to me— supposing your latter suggestion to be 
the true one, and tl^t he has it concealed about 
his person. It is not for the value ot the ring in 
a pecuniary sense— but it was given to me by a 
deceased relative—" 

" I will go and speak to the prisoner, my lord," 
exclaimed the Inspector. 

" Thank you— I shall feel grateful," said the 
Duke t and he suffered the Inspector to get as far 
aa the door, ere he exclaimed, " But when I think 
of it, the villain ia much less likely to scknowled^ 

I the fact to you than he is to me. Persons of his 
class invariably regard the functionaries of the law 
in the light of enemies whom they have a right to 
bsffle and aet at defiance to the utmost of their 
power.” * 

" True, my lord," said the Inspector : " this is 
unfortunately too much the case." 

" Well then, my lord," continued the Duke, " if 
I were to see the fellow, he might perhaps do for 
me that which he would not do for you." 

I " If your Grace has no objection to step across 
I (be street to the cell where he is confined : for 1 
i regret that I have not the power to order him to 
{ be brought bore into your Grace's presence." 

" Neither would I have you do suoh a thing," 
exclaimed the Duke. " I will accompany you." 

The Inspector bowed; and Marohmont went 
with him across the street to the polioe-office. 
Procuring the keys from the gaoler— and taking a 
lantern, or bull's-eye, in his hand— the Inspector 
conducted the Duke of Marehmoot to the back part 
I of the premises, where a low door admitted them 
: into a niftrow little yard — or rather uncovered 
; passage- whence the o^ls opened. 

" Will your Grace apeak to him through the 
wicket?" asked the Inspector in a whisper : "or 
will your lordship enter the cell ?" 

" Oh, with your permission X will onter it," re- 
plied the Duke : "for then he may possibly rebog- 
nise me as having given him alms to-day." 
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"lam afraid, my Ibrd,” whiipered the Inspec- 
tor, ** that if your Grace expects any display of 
gratitude on that account, you will be disap- 
pointed : fur be is one of the most diabolical 
scoundrels as yet unhung.” 

” We can but try,” responded Marchmont. " I 
suppose he is chained P” 

”He is only manacled, my lord: he has got 
handcuffs upon him ; and these we consider suffi- 
cient to ensure his safe custody*- especially when 
jour Grace is informed that the cells are of con- 
•iderable strength.” 

Haring thus spoken, the Inspector unlocked the 
door of the cell ; and u he flung the light of the 
bttU's-eye inside, the Barker was discorered sitting 
upon the wooden bench and reclining back in the 
angle of the walls. He still retained his disguise 
*with the exception of the wig, which had been 
taken off before he stood in the dock in the pulice- 
iQurt I but the long grey beard and moustache 
7fl'*YoviTtf Set in. 


continued affixed to the lower part of his counte- 
nance. 

" Well, I say,” growled the Burkir, not imme- 
diately recognising the Duke of Marchmont, ” are 
any of you chaps coming to bring me some hut 
water to get off this cursed beard P I know as 
how my face isn't a frerry 'ansome one : but that’s 
no reason why 1 should hare to peel off all the skin 
and leare my chin as raw as a bit of bullock's 
lirer.” 

**I will see that you bare water presently,” said 
the Inspector : ” it has no ^oubt bMn forgotten in 
the burry of business. Here’s a gentleman who 
wishes to speak to you.” 

<« A genelman P’ excUulned the Burker. “ Who 
the devil—” 

"Lend me the lantern, Mr. Inspector, if you 
please,” said the Duke, purposely speaking deli- 
berately so that his rpiee might be reoognieed by 
the Barker, ->whC| his Grace knew full well, would 



THS HX8IIBIE8 OV THB OOUJIT. 


be ihrewd and cautious enough not to ihow anj in- in the little yard, purposely making his nu«/tt 
convenient' sign of recognition. stamp heavily on the pavement, so as to convmce 

Marchmont entered the cell with the bull'a*eye ; the Busker that ho was no longer listening, 
and for a moment holding it so that its light fell " Gome now, my good man/’ said the •J)uke, 
upon his own features, he darted upon the Burker thns speaking in older to keep up appearances in 
a look which enjoined prudenee idid caution : so case the Inspector should overbear what was pass* 
that Barney, at onoo taking tho faint, and inwardly ing, you may ae well give me up that ring; and 
rejoiced at the presence of hie Oraee, considered if money is now of any eervice to you, 1 shall 
thd the best thing ho oould do was to remain cheerfully pay for the restoralion of a jewel on 
ailcnt and take his cue from the nobleman. which 1 cetwo much vUue.** 

V* Do you not recolleot," continued Marchmont, While thus speaking, the Duke of Marchmont 
*’tbat 1 stopped and gave* you a shilling to-day, produced the file— ohoositig a moment when tho 


when you were standing in the etreet ?’* 
Well, 1 think I dg,” replied tho Burker. 


Inspector’s footsteps sounded from tho extremity 
of the little yard ; and at the tamo time his Q-raco 


’’And you remember that I returned,” continued bent a significant look upon the Barker. The 
his (^raoc, ”and asked you something about a prisoner clutched that file-^nodded knowingly— 


riug P” 

“ Wei), I do recollect eummut af Ihitwlaq^*’ was 
tho prisoner's response. 


and thrust it into his waistccat-poeket. 

’’Perhaps they will soon ceareh you again P” 
hastily whispered the Duke: and then be at once 


‘’And you deny having aeeD that jriqg ethiefa I exclaimed aloud, " This denial is ridiculous ! 

J e*t I I • I • *1 


dripped F" 

*’ To be aura : cause why I didiL'i 


hnow lyou mwit have my ring.” 

’^Of course ho has,” muttered the Inspector, 


”1 koow you said so at ‘the time/* osaatinud^ the ftlto eaugbt those words while turning touad close 
Duke of Harehroont: ” but I hadmij ttoubta then tgr the door. 

—and 1 bavo themjrtill move etrangly now. Gooae, ” ifo-^thay won't search me again,” eras the 
4iiy man, confam thci'toith. Thihirtin; is of nodiie guiok'whMjorwvhich now came frim tbo^Burker’s 
to you—” lips. 

” Not a bit," replied the Barker. ’^1 ieU yau that it is uaelaei to persist in this 

” But it is mueh valued by j peme d ed denial,” claimed thSa. DoIdb : ithen taking a 

Marchmont, ” because it was a giftifiraM.cCla^e dhunand »ng irom bis pocket, he added in a 

who is now no more. Situated aa yan wrcb mn-' nnderUoae, ” Give it up ‘to me .in a few 
happy man—” tmmutea.” 

» Yes— a devilish pretty liUwation It if,'* maid' I tell you .1 haven’t got it <” vociferated the 
the Barker. ” Nieo easy aea;^ may Barker as be xeeewed tho ring and -aadded aig- 

cell— no smell of the drains— plenty of good grub nifioantly. 

—a bottle of the best wine— and a set of aay- ” But all appoaranebs are against you, my man,” 
nothiok-to-nobody kind of fellows that doesn’t take rained tho Duke : then again lowering bis voice, 
yau by the scruff of the neok and shove yon he hastily added, ” If you succeed in escaping, 

along when they wonts you to move from plaee write to me— and 1 will send you more money 


to place.” 

" Come, none of your nomemo, now !” ex- 
claimed tho Inspector sharply, as he stood just 
behind* tho Duke. 


—at the -amae (time he thrust some compactly 
oruihed iipliHdkmntes into tho miscreant’s hand. 

Them wha A fortlHBr semblance of accusation and 
mnonstrtiiioewu'the'part of the Duke, as well as 


”Oh! thal’e you, Mr. Jack-in-olfioe— is titP” df aturdy denial un ifaat of the Barker,- until at 
said the Burker. length 'the nobleuMD, os if yielding to a fit of 

’’Pray do not irritate )iim,” whispered the angry impatience, ejieulatod, ” It is no use, Mr. 
Duke hastily to the official. ”I am sure he has Inspector : I oan do no good with this fellow.” 


got roy ring ; and 1 think I can do'^Something with 
him ;'*— then again turning to the Burker, March- 


”I was afraid not, my lord,” observed the 
officer, now returning to the threshold of tho door. 


mont said, ” Cutne, my mao, it iill do you no good ” Ton ought to be ashamed of yourself, to treat 


to deny the foot.” 

” Well, tell you what it is,” interrupted 


his tordsfaip in this mannef.” , 

” His lordship P” ejaculated the Burkar : 


Barney, who was at no loss to conjecture that the did I know he was a lord? You said fust of all he 
Duke wanted to speak to him alone : ” if so be was a genelman.” 

as I’ve got sommut to tell, I shan't tell it in the *' It is no less a personage than bis Q«ace the 
presence of that Jook-in-office. He’s insulted me Duke of Marchmont, ” veplied the Inspector oster;- 
— he’s wounded my foelin'sHn their most sensitive tatiously. 

pint——” " Wdl— a duke nay do a poor devil some good,” 

"Mr. Inspector,” whispered the Duke, now eaid thoBurkeri "eo here gees! Just put yonr 
again hastily turning towards the official, *’ may 1 fingers, my lord, inside my veskit— right under- 
venture to beg that you willjuft etqi away from neath this euesed old gabei^uie; and there you’ll 
the threshold of the ^r P' j^d a slit in the linin’.” 

" To be sure, my lord,” responds^ the office^ / Tbe'Duke, honding'tbe bull’s-eye to the luspee- 
who wu all obsequiouflaeBs. <’ I do really believe tor, advanced towards the pruoner, and alfected to 
your Grace will manage the fellow yet; but if not, be fumbUng amongst his germente in search of 
i ^ .iMTe bis penon learohed once more.” the djM ofeonoealment whieh had been doMribed. 

• ” JCiNUkwbile let me try what I oan do/* whis- -was in xeaKty from the waitteoat.poohet 

KanDhnont. that |u todk the ring; and torwng towarde the 

' .jheJmpaotorinitantaneously quitted the thresh- 7nspeolor,*ihe nobleman d iep l u Bft it ‘With aioob 
old of the open door» and began pacing to and fro of Joyoni fatiilbotiDii. 
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** £ congratulate your lordihip/* Mtd.tha offloiaJ^ dfora tba Hcuia of Lordi, and lay aa.hew 

who waa himielf. highly dnUghted. with what ha it would ba a thuBdanng.ahaiBo to put ao uiaCul.a 
conoeived to bt the BUceesaAil reeultof a proceadr genalmaa out of tha way. by makiog. hia r eo k 
ing at whioh ha had materially aetieted. acquainted with* a« thing tiiai*a only fit for a.boee 

Huehail am horrified at. tbie man'e ohareotar or a. haea-st halten to wit ddii ifa a 
a|^ orime^** said, the Duke, ** yet if there ba any good thing td hare a Duka at one*a pal : for eoma* 
way in which I can temporan^ ameliorate bU horror another be'aeuca to getmaaaCeout.of tbie 

condition while ha i>*in thlaplaoe- “ ptaeioua mem that. I'm in. And if lo ba Ldo 

*< Thera it nothing, my lord, which you can do coma off eeot free^ 1*11 hunt out that eneaking, 
in that respect," anawec^ the Inipeotor. *'Ha enireUing raeeal, Jaak.Sniodley.; and I’ll, bata hie 
will be remored by the earlieat mail-train to* life at aura aa. hii nama'a what itii.. Perbape.1 
morrow noraing to LiTerpool; and in this cell shall go aorow tha iiater at. tha country's expense 
muet he remain .until tho hour of departure." -^uet UKiungreaft ambaseadoM' trnvala for nothing 
" Well then, there ie nothing I can do for him," --or aa. (hem. dirty eoampi of German Princes does 
observed the Duke : then turning to the Barker, when they comes over to visit their, pale at Vindadk 
he added, "Unhappy man^ 1. hope yon .will. repent Caeile or. Buckingham Palaea. Axul if I d6 go 
of what you have done!" out in that there honourabla manner to Wan 

Having, thus expressed himself with a. mom- Diemeo'o land or Australia so much tho better 
strouB hypoorisy and dissimulation,, (he Duke of for my teialva to wring that feller Jack Smedley'e 
])darchmont> issued from .the cell. • neeki oos why, he's oectain.to be legged. And. if 

" You shall have hot water almostimmediately," I’m let free altogether through my friend the 
said the Inspeotor, pausing for an instant ere ho ]}uke-— or if so be 1 escape to-night— blowed if I 
locked the doer. don't^etait off. at my own expenee— that ie, at tho 

" ThaDh.'ee,7' answered the Bttrkcr<: "d)ttA it'S' Duke'si-*bttt it's jpst the same thing: and I'll 
too late now. I'd. much rayther be left to go to never rest till J eook Jack Bmedley's goose." 

Bleep quietly, if so be I'm to stact off so thunder- The Barker eomatimes had' a haUt ^ musing as 
ing oarJy in the morning." well asiofi talkuig in a atraln (hat was horribly and 

"But you require food. tfefore you go to sleep," ferooiouely humourOuet and eueh was the mood 
said the Inspeotor. * tbat'be found ihimself in .new. A pitchy darkuees' 

“Ifot a mouthful-v«nd not a drain," rejoined prevailed* in the cell} but if any eyes hisd been 
the prisoner. gxufBy. " Do you think a feller has peering ia^ upon that wretch, and if they could 
got any. stomach for grub when be is in such^a- have, penetrated the Ciiumerian>blackoess of the 
precious plight aa this ? I wish you'd leava me to place, it would have been seen that his counteuanec 
myself— undieiurbed— to sleep away my bad expressad wdiaboliasavagencM while ha was thus 
thoughts : and. (ben 1 shall thank you." m^itating hia>iohemsa of. vengeance in respect to 

I "Very wdl," answered the Inspeotor: " you Jack Smedley. 
shall not* be^ disturbed and he then locked the The Burker felt theffle; and by tha touch he knew 
huge, door 'Of >the celL that it was ona well suit^. to hU. purpose. He -wee. 

As the Duke and the official iwoed forth into the tolerably. well .assured/ that he would not at least for 
street again, the latter eaid in, a servile maDoar, tha preeeofe.beiintrude^ upon, inasmuch os he re- 
" See, my lord, what it is to have a great title, fleeted tbatwhatsoever tha Inspector had promised 
If 1 hadn’t happened to have told that fellow in the presaneaofitbe Dukeof Marchmont, be fwa 
who your lordship is, he nevei^ would have given certain to perform. The reader can have been at nn 
up the ring." • ItfSB'to oomprebead the Barker’s motive in dechn- 

" And as I am indebted to you foe ea much log to have hot wpter sent in wherewith to take 
civility and attention," responded Marchmont, off his beard, and likewise in refusing the refresh- 
"you must not feel it an insult if I proffer you mentewhieb the Inspector bad proffered. He wished 
Bome little token of my gratitude." to be left entirely to himself, so that with the leut 

At the eame time hia lordship thrust a ten* possible delay ly might commenoo operations to- 
pound note into (he Inspector’s hand : and then wards the aemavement of his escape. It was 
hurried awey,aa if fbr the purpose of cutting abort really* true, as he had stated to the oonetable, that 
the thanks which the recipient of thia bounty he could* not take off hie false beard without tho 
began to proffltr. use of hot water : for the adhesive matter clung 

But let ue returu to the Barker. Scarcely* bad tight to the akin, which it would assuredly peel off 
the door of tha oell again oloaed iqpon him, when if it were attempted to remove the beard by vio- 
be gave a sort, of bound upon hia seat, at if to ienoew And- then, too, it must be observed that 
afford ehttUition to his hitherto pent-up feelings of the Burker bed < nol been shaven for two or three 
delight. Not only had he now in his poseessioa a days; ee that the false beard had a particularly - 
little inetrument by the aid of which much might powerful bold on the natural stubbly growth over 
bo. done, and the. important deed of an escape per- all the lower part of his face, 
baps be effected s but ha had likewise the aasur# Not many minutes elansed after the Duke of 
onoo. that the Duke of Marchmont wa* #iot aban* Marchmont and the Inspeetor had quitteti the cell, 
doniug huu.to his fate^.but that he waaiuteeesting before the prisoner— now coavioeed that everything 
himaalf iu hiscu was again quiet— began 4o. file away at one of (be 

“So," said, tbsi Barker,', thui continuing the haodeuffsi The operation of sovering the iron waa 
train of histideas^"if (be worst conies to the not a very long on^ although be had to work 
worst and 1 don’t get. out of limbo now, but find somewhat at a*ffisadvastage from tho fact that 'his 
myself .cast for death atilaverpool, (here's unebby two bands were kept by the connecting chain incon- 
epve ae will, stand ay friend ; and I* shouldn't veniently olosa (ogethen But when one ring wee 
imdcr if ho was to being (he ease of .Mr. Barnes (hiii sui^sed, uA that hand was free, tho other 
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manacle wu more expeditioufl/ eaten through with ^ with another brick in a oorreipondiog pontion in 
the biting teeth of the 61e. Scarcely waa this task , the wall which united with the other one to form 
accomplished, and Just as the Burker was beginning , that angle. Working in the dark, these processes 
to rub in gleefulness the bands that were thus | were far longer than they would hare been if he 
liberated,— when he heard the doorpf the little | bad the beneflt of light. His next step was to 
yard open. J break off a portion of the wood which edged the 

To slip his hands through the rings again^to hard plank>bed, or rather seat, on which he had 
conceal the file— to stretch himself upon the bench repost himself when the constablw looked through 
—and to begin to breathe with a heavy regularity the trap-door. He had 'so well calculated the 
as well as with a certain nasal sound,— all these | length of the piece of wood which he could thus 
were the work of a moment, ^ut still the Burker : detach, in reference to the distance between the 
was seised with dire alarm, lest any official should two holes left in the walls by the extraction of 
en^er the dungeon to examine whether his hand- the bricks, that the stout fragment of timber ex* 
juffs were all right. He heard heavy footsteps aoily fitted into the apertures provided for its re- 
approaching! they stopped at the door of his cell I ception. The reader will therefore understand 
and then the trap was pushed open. The light of that this piece of wood formed the basis of a 
a buU's-oyo was thrown through that trap into the triangle of which the two walls were the sides 
coll ; and it streamed full upon Barney's conn- and the angle of the wall was the apex t or, in 
to nance. Ife affected to wake up slowly; and more simple terms, the wood was a sort of hollow 
rubbing bis eyes, growled forth, " What tha devil shelf stretching from wall to wall, at about two feet 
did you do that for P— why can't you letajeller from the corner. 

fleep P” .« Standing upon this piece of wood, the Burker 

** I only wanted to see that you were all right," was enabled to commence operations upon that 
answered the constable, who waa peeping through part of the roof which was immediately over his 


the trap. 


head; and aided by the file, be speedily forced a 


" All right indeed !*’ responded the Barker, atill hole through the lath and plaster. With his hand 
in a growling tone. “ 1 ray ther think that I'm he could feel the tiles ; and he had now to dislodge 
all wrong ; and so you’d fancy too, my fine feller, them in such a way t&at they should not slide 
if you was locked up in this cussed place. Why, down the sloping roof and fall into the road— a 
it took me balf-an-hour to compose myself to sleep circumstance whioli might lead to the frustration 
on this hard plank ; and now you’ve woke me up, of his entire project of oscape. Therefore, after 
it'll take ma another blessed half-hour to go off having raised the first tile with the utmost caution, 
again " he drew in each successive one through the open- 

** 1 didn't mean to disturb you," answered the ing thus formed, and deposited it upon the floor of 
officer } " and that's the reason that 1 looked bis cell. Though he worked with all his cliarac- 
through the trap instead of opening the door." teristio energy, yet was be in a continued state of 
** Well, you’re a considerate genelman in your suspense ; for another visit on the part of a con- 
way,”* rejoined Barney, " but 1 don’t think as how stable to the little trap in the door would prove 
the tax-payers of this blessed country gives you the ruin of everything. Thie visit was not how- 
ohaps twenty bob a week w piece to come waking ever paid; and thus the Barker worked on un- 
up respectable people which is taking their natural molested. 


rest. Hoij^mever, I forgive you for one : and so 
now good night." 


At length the opening was large enough for 
him to begin passing, himself through it; and first 


Having thus spoken^ the Burker turned round protruding his htad, he looked oarefully around to 
upon the hard bench again, and* affected to be en- see whether the coast wae clear. No one was in 
deavouring to compose himself off to sleep. The the little yord— noone wae looking forth from any 
constable closed the little trap-door ; and imme- of the numerous windows #hicb, at the backs of 
diately afterwards the Burker caught the sound of the adjacent bouses, commanded a riew of the 
the yard-door shutting likewise. }Ie started up scene. At a short distance was the rear of the 
from the bench; and off came the manacles again, vast structure of Oovent Oardun Theatre; and as 
Hit proceedings— at least the next proceeding which the Burker knew that the establishment was shut 


he had to adopt, was already settled in his mind. 
Ha knew these cells of old ; and he woe well ac- 


up at the time, a thought struck him. 

"If 1 could only get into that place," he said 


quainted with the features, the arrangements, and within himself, " maybe I should have a ehoioe of 
the position of all the adjacent buildings. There dresses; and whether I made my appearance in 
was no upper storey to tha littlq structure contain- the streets as Harlequin or Pantaloon, it would at 
ing the cells; the roof was immediately above his all events be a change from this cus^ old block 
head ; and in that quarter it was that he purposed gaberdine and grey beard." 


—or at leut hoped' to be enabled to effect hie 




Having satisfied himself that he was unobserved, 
the Burker issued completely through the aperture 


The cell was tolerably Jiigh ; and there was no | which he bad formed in the roof of his cell ; and 
I moveable furniture in it which be could use to | he now ssemed to breathe the air of freedom. 
I raiie himself upon, or to make available as a Gathering up the folds of his long garment in such 
standing-place. But in this respect his plan of a way that it might not encumber him nor impede 
prooeeding was also settled : he bad well weighed his progress, he crept along a wall, and climbed to 
and ^dered the point when filing at his hand- the top of the somewhat higher building than 
outfit In the first place, by the aid of the file he that from which he had escaped. Another con- 
dislodged a brick in the wall at the height which necting wall brought him to another flat-roofed 
Nlted his purpoae and at about two feet distant house; and here he came to a stand-still. The 
ftom the corner or angle. Then he did the came place where be thus found himself, abutted 
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ugAintt A much higher building, to reach the stronge^ in hie breut— and it was with a wild 
■ummit of wbioh there was onlj one means thrill of joy that be oould at length say to himseli 
Tisible— and this was to climb a slanting leaden he wu safe. His right hand clutched the ledge ' 
pipe. To do this, or to retrace bis way alto> of the parapet of the high building to which he 
gether to the roof of his cell and seek some other had thus T^nturoasly and desperately clambered 
avenue of escape amidst the mase of buildings, up : a few instants more, and he stood in safety 
-^these were the alternatives between which he on the flat roof of that building. Almost over- 
bad to decide^ With straining eyes he pene* oome by a sense of the danger from which he had 
tratod through the semi-obscurity which pre- escaped, and shuddering at the recollection of the 
vailed ; and he thought he beheld sufficient to hideous gulf which by means of a frail pipe he had 
convince himself that the passage of the leaden thus bridged, the Barker threw himself flat upon 
pipe, however desperate the venture might be, was his back on the leiUs to repose for a few instants 
the courm to be adopted. ere he pursued his way. Precious though time 

The courago of the Barker has been before were, yet the man could not help thus resting 
spoken of ; and as his circumstanees were despe- there for that brief space. * 

rate, this natural courage on his part was now ea> 
haflcod to a degree which rendered him almost 
reckless. His resolve was therefore speedily taken. 

Again he gathered up the old Jewish gaberdine in OHAPTEBCXYl. 

such a way that it might not impede hif progress | 

and then he entrusted himself to the slanting pipe, Tvro VBrssos 

in the same spirit of venturesome desperation with ^ 

which a ship-wrecked mariner clings to the plank A COUPLS of rooms on the second floor of one of 
which is the only barrier between himself and de- the houses on the same Mne with the Bow Street 
struotion. The reader will understand that this police-office, wpre inhabited by a middle aged man 
leaden pipe sloped up from the roof where the of the name of Bealby. ^ He was a short, thin. 
Busker had landed, to the roof of the higher house active, dapper-looking person, — with hair and 


against which tho former building abutted; and i 
thus ran diagonally as* it wore, or obliquely, alon:. 


whiskers that had *onoe been of a vivid red, but 
which were now turning grey. He had very 


the back of that loftier structure. We may add sharp, keen, piercing eyes; and tho entire expres- 
that there was just a sufficient interval between lion of his countenance indicated cunning and 
the pipe and the brickwork to allow the adven- duplicity. He was dressed in a somewhat seedy 
turous fugitive to obtain a firm grasp upon it suit of black { and his linen was not altogether of 
and now success depended upon two conditions the cleanest. 

the first being whether he could maintain his The two rooms oommunieated with folding- 
balance, and the second whether the pipe itself doors, which stood open ; and the place was most 


would be strong enough to support him. 


singularly crowded with articles which at tho first 


Firmly clutching tho pipe with his hands, and glance might either be taken for an assemblage of 
cautiously using his lower limbs to sustain him in arohssologieal curiosities, or else for tho oontents 
that perilous position, the Barker began crawling of a property-room ist a theatre. There were 
up the pipe ; but there was a moipent when his helmets, and shields, and weapons of all sorts— 
heart almost failed him as he looked down into curious costumes ~a Turkish turban larmouBiing 
the frightful abyss to which he would be hurled if the wooden framework on which a manefarin's robe 
bis hands failed to retain their hqjd, or if the pipe was displayed ^a Hed Indian's tomahawk lying 
itself should give way. But sternly compressing next to an old-fa^ioned English musket —and a 
his lips, and bracing himself up with all his whaling harpoon keeping company with a New 
courage, the Barker pursued his path of danger, Zealand bow and arrows. There were old pieces 
— suspended in mid-air, and looking like some of ohina, statues, vases, and pictures— brickbats 
colossal insect that was crawling up the back of that fere alleged to be part of a recently dis- 
ihe house. Seversij yards were accomplished,— covered Boman wall in some place or another— 
when one of the dreaded chances against him ap- bowb and cups that were represented to have been 
peared about to receive a horrible realisation : for dug out of Herculaneum and Pompeii— while a 
the pipe began to bend. So mortal a terror seised mummy in a glass case appeared to be staring 
upon the Barker, notwithstanding the daring with eyeless sockets at a gigantic skeleton which 
nature of his disposition, and notwithstanding the grinned at it from the opposite wall. There were 
recklessness of his character, that for an instant strange pieces of theatrical scenery too, and which 
he felt his bands relaxing from tho tightness of a smiffi label represented to have been used at the 
their grasp : but then the next moment, quick as B«)yal Opera some little while book established by 
thought, they tightened upon the pipe with even the King of the Sandwich Islands in his Majesty's | 
a stronger tenacity than before— while his lower capital; — and, in a word, the oontents of these two j 
limbs grasped it convulsively. roome were of most miscellaneous and no 

But the pipe was bonding 1 To retregt was im- doubt of a very curious d&oription. 
possible : there was no gliding nor sliding back By the light of a solitary candle in tho front 
from the position in which he bad plaoed himself, apartment, Mr. Bealby was drinking gin-and-water 
On he must go at all risks and ventures on he with a friond. This friend was many years 
must go though the next instant should see the younger than himself: indeed he was not more 
pipe suddenly give way or break beneath him and than five or six and twenty i but be had a sickly 
plunge the wrotoh headlong into the abyss below, dissipated look, as if he were much better ao- 
Fortune however seemed determined to favour quainted with the alcoholic mixture which he waa 
him I the pipe bent^ but did not break i hope gre# now iiabibiiif than with regular and wholetome 
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iqmU. He irae.eseeediDglj shabby in his apparel ; 
and bjithe atokeiof bis lioeo. appeared to> posnsa 
the oonfldeoea of his washerwoman to a much 
smaller’ degtee thBU did oven Mr. Boalby himself. 
This indifidual bore tho surname of Limbar; but 
amongst hia friends and equals lie was \noro fami- 
liarly kBOwm by the diminutive of his Christian 
name of Benjamin. 

We should observe that Mr. Bealby had been 
out to pass the evening at a free-and-easy, where 
he bad partaken of a chop and, a baked potato— 
thereby, to use his own higblj-expressive language^ 
knooking dinner, tea, and supper, all into' one^ 
At this free-and-easy ho had encountered Mr. 
Liihber, who was an old aequaintanco, but whom 
ho bad not seen for some few years. Bomember- 
ing that be had a little credit at tho public-house | 
nearly facing his lodging in Bow Street, and that 
this credit was good to the extent of a bottle of gin 
and half-a-dozen cigars, Mr. Bealby invited his 
friend homo to partake of those refreshmfjits— 
observing ** that as they had a great deal 'to say , 
to each other, they might just as well quaff their 
blue-ruin and amoka their weeds at hU rooms.** 
Xhithen therefore they repaired .firom, the fbaa-aod- 
easy : the gia and the cigars were procured from 
the puUie-houss aforesaid 3 and it happened that 
just at the time the Burker wss'engaged in olimb- 
ittg up the pipe, Mr. Bealby and Mr. limber were 
sitting down to enjoy themselves tin' the.apsitmeat 
of the^foemer. 

Mr. Limber waa prepared by some little •oonver* 
sition during tbs walk from> iboi free-andi-eaBy, to- 
find bis friend's rooms crammed with strange ob« 
joeta; and therefore on eottring these apantmsnts, 
be was not so muoh aatonisbod as<hi would have 
been if, suddenly introduced tbithsn without. any 
previous infonnation on the point. At^tbo same 
time, being somewhat of a* nervous toiB|)^ament, 
Boo Limber liked the aspect of tho mummy and 
the skeleton as little as possible; and hs sate with 
Ills hack, towardf’thoso objects, while disoussingrthe 
gin-and-wa'tei^.the cigars, and things in general. 

** Why^Low long is it since you and 1 met, old 
fallow' P" asked) B^by, when they had begun to 
make tbeoisolvet oomfortablo. 

** A matter of six or seven year^** was the re* 
qwnse. ** I waa just fresh upon town then— - 
green— uneummoa green !— but 1'^ pioked up a. 
or two of experieuoe since.'* 

“You. was a lawyer’s clerk then,*' said Bealby. 

“ Yob : but I deviluh soon cut tha law," replied 
Ben Limber, “and went upon the stage. I starred 
it aibitinithe provinces as Mr. Sidney Howard 
Fitaplaatagenet; but l>aoon gut tired uf that sort 
of businsm— and have been knocking about the 
world, in various ways— till, betwixt you and me 
and tha post Tin. pretty near knocked down alto- 
gether.'* 

“ Well, wa must seo if we can't knock- you. up 
again,” responded Bealby. “It^ill baa.dovilisii 
bard thing if two clover chaps like you and. me, 
osAtt pub oar. heads together and do sometfasog 
good. Ybu.tolked of your exparieneas 1 but they 
ace BDtld^ lihe mine ! Why, my bislory would 
make sMintibooki as mover before wasxesd^l’.’ 

“ WtU, iililib.iwveyuu boon doingL since yonniid 
1 IssblMbP** inquired .Ben Limber. 

“ Yeu.slMiild rather ask what 1 havemol baen. 
doMf»*' rejsiacdi tbs other, “rvaidafchlod in 


everything. Let me see— whaft was I when yaii. 
saw. me Iasi P’* 

“You. had just gene through the Insolvents* 
Court, you know,’* snawered Ben. Limber^ with n 
laugh : “and you waa in high feather." 

“Ab, to be surer* observed M'-Boslby: “£ 
was getting up an Insurance Company atv that 
time, ril toll you. how ii was. I was throe months' 
in the Qaetn’ar Bsnoh. before I web with flowing 
oanvasB through the Court ; end in the Benoh £ 
met half-a^doieQ capital fellows^ who agreed to join 
with me in starting the Insuranoe Company. So 
we soon had everything roady< out and dried; and 
we gave oaraelvea our respective situations. ' I was 
to bo Besident Manager,' with a salary of four 
hundred a year: another was' to be Actuary : two 
others' were to be Auditors: another was to ha 
Vice-Chairman of the Board; and a lushing blade 
of a follow waa to ha surgeon. So the moment we 
all got ont, ,wo set to work and established tho oon^ 
com. Splendid' oflicss— Capital, two hundred thou- 
sand pounds !'* 

“Tho douce 1 " ojaculaAed Bon Limbar with n 
start of astonishment. “ Where did you find your 
oapitaliataPf* 

“In imagination,*' answered Mr. Bealby, with a 
knowing look. “ Wa issued the shares: it waa.noti 
at all diflloalt— nothing tt do but to have so many, 
slips of paper neatly printed. We gave two or 

th^ hunted a-pieos to ourselves, and five hundred 
talkord Brummagem^ who on that condition beeamw 
: tho Chairman of the Board of Directors. I can 
assure you thnwhois affair was most splendidly 
managed : and. for twelve months it went on swim- 1 
mioglyi" 

“ Vout don’t mean to say. that you really issued 
any polioieaP^ observed Mr. .Limlwr. 

“I, mean to say," replied Bsalbyv “that we 
isBuedi four or five hundred policies during those 
tiMlve months. The grand seoret was that our 
mMical examiner) took, every life that ufXered itself, , 
no matter whether the applicant might be in the ' 
last stage of consumption.’’ 

" But when ^y one; died?." said Mr. Limbec 
inquiringly. 

“ Fraud, my dear feliaw— frand !’* responded Mr. 
Bealby.: “ that was oun invariable answer. The 
Company had bean imposed 'upon— the insurer bad 
kept back certain faotsi;* he had admitted that he 
sp^ blood, and bad a oontinupni hacking cough, 
but he had withheld. tha important fact* that hecx» 
perienced.aii inceaaeot.pain in. his great toe.. Bless 
youl deaths came ^tumUing in ai a .frightful rate, 
beeause we ensured everybody, and we gave a per 
oeotogn to ouT' agents <on every policy they brought 
in, BO that they were interested in. getting as many 
as possible, without . the slightest referonoo to the 
Tslua of the livei. The- game would have lasted 
well enough^ had-it not been)thaba oursedi weekly 
newspaper l^gan to attack. us: tho bombardment 
was continuous and irresistible : so woifeU to pieces. 
Thera wasLsn end of the, Univsnal Assarance Com- 
pany foralllCbritteodom/’ 

“And what did you da next?" inqfiired Mr. 
Limber. 

“ l.adtertiisd; ao income of fbur pminds a week 
for evecybedywka would, sand mO' five shillings* 
worth of. postege. stampn Tbati was my pest 
dodge^" added Mr. Bealby> ni hs oomplscently 
wh^i^.his oigas.. 
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•* 1 don't quite undenttiid it,*' obaerfed biilMBd 
dubieaily. 

Quite intelligible, my deer fblloir I" eetd Mr. 
Beolby. "I maerted na ndivertiaomeot in n newe- 
paper offering to raetruebony one irfao'aent ine dea 
ehillinge* worth of poatnge atnmpa, in the way of 
making three or four ponnda « 'weik. On raeeie- 
ing the atampe, I eent half*n>doion practical 
rooeipts,— one ^or making cheap ginger*b^r — an- 
other for aoda-powdertf— a third for pomatum— « 
fourth for a dentifrice— a fifth for an anthbilioua 
pill—a aixth for a eoametio— and lo on. Now ob- 
aervol The adTertiaement coat me eeven-mnd- 
eixpenee— it brought me twenty ktteaa containing 
the atampa— that was five pounda: deduct tlw 
cspenaea for advertiaement, the little printed alipa 
ot receipts, tJio atationary and poatage foTTepliea— 
and 1 had at leaat four pounda eight 'to put into 
my own pocket.*’ 

“That was a lucrative thing,” observed Ben 
Limber. “ Why did you give it up ?” • 

” It gave me up,” onswered B^by: “it wow 
itseli out. A number of other fellows imitated 
tlie trick : they cheapened the thing— they only 
asked for a ehilliog’a worth of atampe:* and so it 
eoon ceased to be worth while to oarry on the buai- 
ness at all.” 

''Well, what did yqu do nextP” inquired 
Limber. ^ 

opened a aervanta’ baiaar,” responded 

Bcalby. 

” But how tho douoe did you make a connexion 
amougat aervanta P” exclaimed Limber. 

“1 nererdid make any. 1 charged balf-a*crown 
for registering each name in my book ; and, you 
flcc, it w« all clear profit.” 

“Well, but those who paid, expeotod vecom- 
mendationa to places P” 

” Yea— and they got them too. J copied the 
addresses of persons advertising in the morning 
papers fur domestioa ; and that was the wray I ma- 
naged.” 

'‘But the thmg could soaroely lasV’ itid 
Limber. 

“ No more it did,” replied Bedby, with n smile: 
^or else 1 should bo carrying it on now. 1 was 
rather too fond of some of the pretty servant-girls 
that came to pay their fees; and betwixt you and 
me, Ben, tho concern was suddenly broken up by 
an unpleasant little incident which oceorred.” 

“ How eoP” askbd Limber. 

“The fact h, 1 was had up befow the magis- 
1;rate on an ueousation Of trying to snatch a kiss 
from a oertain pair of wd lips : an ioTsstigatien 
followed — the way in wbioh the business was trans- 
acted was brought 'to light— and while passing a 
month at the Uonse of Correction on account of 
tho kissing affair, I had ample leisure to rsfleot on 
what should be the new dodge.” 

“ And what did you do then P* asked Ben 
‘Limber. 

“ I came out of prison in suoh precious bad 
plight,” responded Mr. Bealby, “that I was 
•earoely fit for anything except to moke myself a 
victim.” 

“ A victim 1” ejaouktod Ben. “ li 'vietim -of 
frhatP' 

“ A victim of religiotts perseeiitioa,“ anewered 
Mr: Bealby. “ Don't you see, 1 was • tradesman 
from‘lhB north of Boglaad who hadbesodiitnined 


upon for Chttwh-vates ; and BesMting the claim upon 
principle, wu made a. martyr to the <I had 

come up toXoodoato get>some Member to preeant 
n petition to Parliament on my behalf; but being 
rednoed to distress^ eras eblig^ to apply to the 
jitting magistrate at one of the ipolice eourts— 
taking very good cane, however, not to address 
myself to the woMhipful genllemau who had com- 
mitted me in ike kissing case. Well, my story 
was believed: /I had ten sbiilings given mo from 
the poor-box ; and the >next day the ease was in all 
the papers. * Bespeetable man'—* diitraited and 
•oarwworn appearance ’—and all that eort of thing. 
It told admirably ; and eubscriptions poured .in. 
' AB.D. ' sent tno pounds ; * \ Lady ’ five pounds ; 
* the lOarl of X ' ten pounds ; ' A Diasonter ' one 
guinea ; and so forth. An el^rly Quaker ferreted 
me out and took me to hie house. I received tho 
first subscriptions from tho magistrate : they still 
kept pouring in— bdt 1 never got any moro ; for 
hie woMhip in tho meantime had written to the 
north, and had learnt that my tale was a puw 
^fobrieation. The Quaker resented a little fami- 
liarity of which 1 was guilty towards bis pretty 
demuwlooking daughter, from whose lips I sought 
a'kiss ; aod ed, all .things oinsidored, X was com- 
pelled to beat a retreat -into another neighbour- 
hood.” 

“ And what did you do then ?” inquired Bon 
Limber. 

“X could not immediately settle my mind to 
anything,” answered Mr. Bealby; “and so the 
money slipped away before I was vrelf-prepared 
with a aohemo for making more. At last, driven 
by nseessity, I took to penny-n>luiiiig for a sport- 
ing newspaper. It was hard work enough : but I 
got a good insight into turf- matters —though I 
did not much relish the vooatien. I was tbiokuig of 
giving up tho newspaper— when a TBoauey for a 
Fropliet anddonly ooourred.” 

“ A Prophet P” ejodhlated Ban Limber, hie eyes 
•taring wide with aatouishment. 

« Yee— to be euro I” said bis friend woolly—” a 
Prophet at a weekly ealary of two guineas. You 
clon’t twig, I see. Well then, 1 mean a Prophet 
to prediet the wiflning horaos at all fortboomiog 
races.” 

“ Ab, I understand !” said Ben Limber. “ But 
bow long did you keep that situation ?” 

“Only six tmonths,” responded Mr. Bcalby; 

“ for the truth is that in no single instance did 1 
ever predict accurately. Not that in this respeot 
1 wns in any way worse than the Prophets on 
other newepapors— only the proprietor of the ofle 
to which I belonged was rather pattioular, and be 
thought that a prophet ought to predict Hgbt at 
least ooee out of |iventy times. So he discbaiged 
me ; and I was again thrown upon the world.” 

“ And what did you do then,” asked Ben 
Limber. 

“1 got op a Benefit Society,” replied Mr. 
Bsnlby. * » 

“ A Benefit Society P” eeheed* his friond. “JW 
whose benefit P” 

“ For my own,” wns ihe seipeBie. “ It mu 
ostensibly tor the advantage of the woskingwlMies 
-«bat in reality for niuw. Bvery one who paid • 
few pence a week wac to liaive flfteen'sbiltings a 
week diMkig ilineia-^to be buried, whan ba died, 
with • gild walking funsral, and bis widow to 
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bavo a ten pound note, to buj mourning hr her- 
■eir and the children. I was Secretary, and Troa- 
surer, ahd Auditor, and Manager— -I think I 
was the Committee too : but I know tery well that 
I was the principal recipient of the Society’s 
benefits. At last there was an exposure and an 
inquiry : 1 was summoned before the magistrate — 
but I had taken very good care not to have the 
society enrolled ; and therefore his worship had no 
power of jurisdiction. The case was dismissed ; 
and in order that the members should not fall into 
most unchristian feuds amongst ^homseWes relative 
to the division of the remaining funds, I put them 
into my own pockei and bidding an eternal fare- 
well to the ungrateful neighbourhood of White- 
chapel where the exposure had taken plaoe, I 
established my quarters in another.'* 

» And what was the next course ?'* inquired 
Ben. 

** 1 never was a fellow who could work much as 
long as there was any ready money to spend t and 
so 1 lived comfortably until I changed n^ last 
sovereign— when I began to think of something 
else. So I took to the Christmas hamper dodge.** 

** What do you mean P** asked Ben Limber. 

" Why, out of the change for *my last sove- 
reign,** replied Mr. Bealby, ** 1 paid seven and- 
sixponce for an advertisement in the Timer, which 
ran to the following effect * Bealby and Co., old 
established Wine-merchants, continue to despatch 
their famous Christmas hampers, but on reduced 
terms. To every person remitting one guinea, 
Bealby and Co. will forwsird a hamper containing 
one buttle of old port, one of rich brown ^sherry, 
one of old East Intlia Madeira, one of 'French 
brandy, one of Jamaica rum, and one of prime 
Hollands.'— Tou would be astonished at the way 
In wljich the guineas came pouring in : so 1 kept 
4p the advertisements during the Christmas week : 
then I renewed them for the Ifew Year’s week ; 
and when that was over, changed the name and 
address, and advertised splendid twelfth-cakes on 
similar terms. I reaped a golden harvest, and 
lived comfortably upon it for the next three 
months. At length one morning 1 sallied oul, 
wondering what I should dd next, with only 
eighteen-pence in my pocket—’* 

And what cid you do then P” inquired Ben 
Limber. ”What could you possibly do with 
eighteen pence P** • 

went and took a theatre,” was the cool 

reply. 

"A theatre with eighteenpence 1” exclaimed 
Limber. "Well, after all, my knowledge of the 
world is really nothing to your*s I’* 

" I told you so just now,** said Mr. Bealby. 
"Yes— it’s a fact— I went and (ook a theatre at a 
rental of about a thousand a year.” 

"But what use could you turn it toP” asked 
his friend. 

"Underlet it the very next day to some one 
else ; and as he paid sue the Pent, but as I pa^ 
none myself, it was all clear profit m long as it 
lasted. But the proprietor sued me— 1 was put 
Into prison, and had to* petition the Insolvents’ 
OottH • second time.” 

should think you got remanded for that P” 
tfofsrved Ben Limber interrogatively. 

** Nothing of the sort!” exclaimed Mr. Bealby. 
*X desori’sed myself as a Lessee— and that was 


sttificient. It is considered that every lessee or 
manager of a theatre may gu through the Bank- 
ruptcy or Insolvents* Courts as often as over they 
like I and they are always objects of sympathy. 
The Commissioner complimented mo on not having 
had to insert the salaries of any performers in my 
schedule,— which was not however astonishing, os 
I had never employed any. However, I got off 
with flying colours— but with scarea a shilling in 
my pocket.” 

"And what did you do then?” inquired Mr. 
Benjamin Limber, who was evidently much in- 
terested in his friend’s explanations. 

" Why, just at that ihument there was a grand 
festival going on in Paris : so 1 advertised that 
Mr. Bealby, the well known manager of excursion 
trips, offered to take a party over to Paris, paying 
the first-class railway fare thither and back- 
lodging and boarding them for a whole week at 
a first-rate hotel in the French capital— and sup- 
plying every luxury for breakfast, dinner, and 
supper,— all included for twenty guineas a head. 
Well, 1 contracted with the railway; and I had 
fifty subscribers to my party. We started :— this 
£ was oWiged to do, because according to agree- 
ment I was to collect the money at Dover. And 
* you may be very sure that I' did collect it there t 
but by some extraordinary mistake I took my 
place in a return- train immediately afterwards; 
and instead of going any farther on the way to 
France, I found myself supping aguia very quietly 
in London that same evening.” 

Mr. Benjamin Limber laughed uproariously at 
I this last escapade of his friend Mr. Bealby, who ' 
himself joined in the mirth. | 

"And what did you do nextP” inquired the 
younger gentleman. 

"I found there was such a terrific exposure in 
the newspapers,” was the reply,— "so many indig- 
nant letters were written— and so many unpleasant 
threats were promulgated about having mo up be- 
fore the Lord Mayor, that I deemed it expedient 
to take a trp into the country until the storm 
blew over. Unfortunately 1 got excessively drunk 
one night amongst a party of gentlemen somewhat 
sharper than myself; and when I awoke in the 
morning, I had not a single shilling left. There 
was a distressing position for a man of genius to 
be placed in 1 I went wandering about the country 
in a desperate state,- until one attemoon 1 reached 
an old deserted tile- kiln, with oil the accompanying 
works in a dismantled and ruined condition. There 
1 found an old man peering about in every nook 
and comer — digging up the earth— and apparently 
hunting for something. 1 watched him awhile 
firom a distance,— thinking that he was a treasure- 
seeker. At length I accosted him. He was al 
the outset by no means inclined to be communica- 
tive t but as I had a presentiment that the en- 
counter would tend to my advantage, I did my 
best to draw him into discourse. I learnt that ha 
was a purveyor of curiosities for one of the old 
shops in •Wardour Street, London— and that ha 
was hunting for old earthen vessels in Warwick* 
shire to save himself the trouble of going to 
Herculaneum or Pompeii in Italy. There was 
something in this pursuit which tickled my fonoy» 

1 offered to assist him ; and I soon dug him out a 
lot of curious-shaped vessels and broken pipkin^ 
which sent Mm into raptures. He am 



Jibenillj— gave nM til addreii in London— and 
i told me to oall upon him. Thia interfiear gave a 
j new impetm to mj fertile fancj. 1 prorided mj- 
I aelf with all aorta of ouriositiea,—- a pieoe of the 
I true eroaa which a Cardinal had giren me in Rome 
I —a fragment of the holy coat which ia preaerved 
I at Tre?es, and which fragment a monk whom I 
I made tipay had aacrilegioualy tom off for my 
speoial gratification — the ▼eritable cannon* ball 
which atruck the ipire of St. Stephen’! at Vienna j 
. and knocked it on one aide, when the Turka besieged 
that city— the bullet which alew Nelson at Traftd- 
gar— the identical pen with which Napoleen signed 
the treaty of Amien%— in abort, 1 cannot enume- 
rate the eurioiitiea, ancient and modern, with 
which I pmided myaelf while on my journey to 
London. Then, on arrifing thera^ instead of call- 
bg on the old purreyor whom I had encounter^ 
at tHe tile-kiln, 1 went straight to the shop m 
Wacdour Street, which he had happened to name 
Na 78.— ffoVBTH Smis. 


to me; and I dispoaed of all my curioaitiea. Rut 
1 was terribly disappointed at the pettiness of 
the prioe which 1 obtained for them. I really 
i thought that I was playing an eioallent game with 
’ the credulity of the curiosity-dealer,— until on 
grumbling at his terms, he gave me to understand 
it was the idm be was paying for, and not the 
things themselfea-2for those he knew to be all 
humbugs. Then I laughed heartily— be laughed 
likewise— and the end of it all was be offei^ me 
a regular engagement. I remamed with him for 
about six months, helping Jiim with the mgenuity 
of my original ideas, and becombg initiated b 
many of the mysteries of hia craft. He taught 
me, for instance, how to det up old pSetures ; and 
I learnt that he conatant^ employed siz artista to 
paint him originals of Bubens, Vandyke^ Tltiaoh 
Qreuie— *• 

** Originals ff* cjaoubted Ben Limber- 

cl eoarael— wennPt they to be sold oe 
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originaUT* vlornftiided Mr. iinnlby, somewhat in- could wish to hear/' said Ben Limber. "You UF 
digriantlj. "And tUon too, my frioad the poor —and 1 am poorer itill: you will have 6re 
curiusitV'dealer taught mo how to make mum- pounds to-morrow for yourself out of the twenty 

mies *’ — I hare not got five ponce, and no chance of I 

" Make mummies ?’* criod Ben Limber, again getting them either." 
in aetonishment. " Never mind, ray bf^y," said Mr. Bealby t " we 

" Yes—to be sure !" exclaimed Mr. Bealby. " I shall be able to do soraothiug together. There's 
myself got up a couplo of mammies in so artistic always a fine opening for men of enterprise and 
a manner that a member of the Arehseulogical talcut in this great lootrppolis. ^nd 1 tell you 
Society proved in a neat and interesting speech of what, Ben," added the arcboeological gentleman, 
about six hours' duration, that they were at least in a tone of eonfldenoe—which was accompanied 
four thousand years old ; and t^ore s^ds not a dis* by a look rendered all the more mysterious by the 
sentient from this opinion. You see that mummy infiuenco of the alcoholio liquor, — " twu chaps 
theie, in the glass cose P I can assure you it was could work an oracle muoh better than t>ne. I 
not in existence four months back ; and this ruorn- have often felt the want of a clever partner, or 
ing a gentleman belonging to that very Society^ assistant. Lord bless you 1 if I had only possessed 
and who is considered to bo one of its brightest such an auxiliary as yourself, I should have iri- 
orniiments— although he ft deaf and half-blind — vented and exhibited the perpetual motion long 
was thoroughly convinced that it is the oldest ago. But then where the devil was I to got a 
mummy ever brought into this country. He is to trustworthy follow to turn the crank in tho 
bring me twenty pounds for it to-morrow : but the cellar P" 

worst of it, Ben," added Mr. Boalby, lowcPfng big "True 1" said Mr. Limber: "there are no doubt 
voice somewhat, " 18 that, t owe fifteen pounds lo many things which two can do together, nut 
my landlady ; and she will take very good oaro to which oaii't bo aecomplished by one." 
receive the itiuney from the old ai;pb«ologi8t^ or " 1 have got hold of a capital idea," said Mr. 
else she won't let that blessed mummy go diit of Bealby : " but it wants a little cash to start it— 
the place." some twenty or thirty pounds or so." 

"How long did you Htay fHth your curiosily "Sell off tlie whole of this trumpery and raise 
dealer?" asked Ben Limber: "or perhaps t ou^bt the coin," suggested Mr.LKnber. 
rather to have inquired why you left him P" "My dear follow," responded his edifying friend 

" Why, you see, tho public curiosity is variable. Mr. Bealby, "you require to bo enlightened on 
To-day it's an old picture— to-morrow Tom Thumb: this point. These things are not worth eighteen- 
to-day some rubbish from^ Herculaneum — to- pence, unless somebody takes a fancy to t.iein. 
morrow the Uusjesinans, Well, just at that time Look at tliolr intrinsic value : it is uotinng! Si*n'l 
the discovery of the Californian gold regions was them to an anction, or call in a lot of brokorK —and 
making a tremendous sensation : so 1 bad some to what ignominious nothingness do all my hoau- 
thundering large pieces granite carefully gilt, tiful cariosities become reduced ! A brickbat is 
and Poxhibitcd them as nuggets. They were in a then simply a brickbat ; this oornelot, which I do- 
glass case, and protected by a row of iron bars. 1 claro to have been worn by Sir William Wallace at ' 
advertised that they wore worth seventy thousand the battle of Falkirk, turns out to bo a Uorflo- | 
pounds ; and all the town came to sec them. At Guard's rusty breastplate, worth a few pence us j 
length one qf the workmen who had helped to nld old iron: that piece of pottery with tho hamllo 
the granite, oame to the exhibition oho Monday broken off, and with the letters T. I. scraluhe-l * 
murniiig; and as he was the worse for liquor hi upon it— which J, speaking arcbmologicully, pn- 
tho extent of some three or fovr pots of beer, (le nounco to be an ancient Boman vessel of the lime 
let out the whole secret. I decamped — but with of the Emperor Tiberius— the initials standing tor 
about eight hundred pounds In my pocket— the Tiberius Jyajierafor,— that piece of pottery, 1 say, 
fruit of a fortnight's industry in displaying my dwindles down in a moment to a baso pipkm in 
nuggets. And would you believe it, Ben P— I fell which some urchin of modern times has cuniec- 
m second time amongst thieves, and was plundered tioncd bardbaxo or Everton tipilie. So it is, my 

of my all i" dear fellow, with the host part of these arclimo- 

" Light come, ligh) go," said Mr. Limber, logical marvels— with all the quaint dresses and 
laughing. curious costumes : or at all events auctioneers and 

"Ah ! it wan no lauirhing matter for me," oh- brokers are such Goths and Vandals as to bo utterly 
served Mr. Bealby ; " and 1 was i)bltgu<l to take to indificront to the value with which antiquity 
something else. Some little speculation which 1 stamps them. In a word, Ben, barring the mummy 

need not dwell upon it wa£merely the exhibi- which is as good as sold, X don’t think my wliolo 

tion of a sea-serpent, being three oonger-eeb collection, if sent to the hammer, would fetch ten 
curiously joined together— produced me fifty shillings." 

guineas; and then 1 resolved to turn curiosity- " Why not invite a number of your arcbmologioal 
maker on my own occojnt. I iook these rooms i friends to inspect the museum," asked Mr. Jiimber, - 
I applied myself assiduously to work— I invested " and tell, them that you want to sell oif in order to 
my little capital— and now that I have got my make a voyage round the world— or take a descent 
stock‘Sa*trado ail in readiness, there comes a lull in into Vesuvius— or to plunge into the Maelstrom 
the curiosity 'market— things are flat— skeletons to see what oaufes the whirlpool——" 
are below ..par— old armour is at a discount— there "All this ia ingenious enough Ben,” interrupted 
is no, briskness in Soman brickbats— vessels from Mr. Bealby i " and I honour you for the inventive 
Herculaneum are dull— and nothing but that genius you have just displayed. But the trick will 

aminmy appears to be lookmg up." not take. I told you just now that the curiosity 

" As pleamt a aeries of adventures as ever one market is ss dull as ditch-water— skeletons arc 
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itagnant— armour is heaTy—and there is no aie in 
tryingr to create a aensatioa on behalf of Boman 
pottery.” 

** Then how ia the money to be raised P” de- 
manded Ben Limber t ” for if ibia new idea of 
your'a ia such a f^ood one— -But, I say, we hare 
got to tho bottom of the bottle ! and there isn't 
a weed loft !’* 

My credit i| good for a fresh supply of both,” 
j answered Mr. Healby ; and aa wo aro combining 
I biiBiness with pleasure, we may as well keep up 
' the discourse an hour or two longer. 1 will just 
j run over tho way ” 

I ”1 rather think I will accompany you,” said 
' Bon Limber, glancing somewhat sbuddcriogly 
mound towardb the skeleton and the mummy. ” 1 
I don't exactly like the companionship.” 

I ^Ir. Bealhy burst out laughing; and rising from 
his scat, ho said, “ Come along, Ben : IVo got a 
Li^ch'kcy, and we can let niiroclvcs out and in.” 

I '* Holloa 1 what was that?” asked Ben Limber, 
turning somewhat pale as he glanced towards the 
do.fr. 

1 heard nothing,” responded Boalby. “What 
did vou foncy it to be ?” • 

“ Only anroo strange noise. I say, who lodges 
ov«’rliead ?” 

*'Tho landlady and tho servant,” replied Bealhy: 
I “ hut they have been in lied a long time, and aro 
I by no means likely tt) Haten. However we shall 
I 8(»on aee.” 

Til us speaking, ho opened tho door, and paused 
j f-'r n few moments on the threshold : but all was 

e.'il. 

' Como along Ben,” he said, in a whispering 
I tone no an not to disturb tho landlady. “Wo 
I slmu't be many minutes in obtaining a fresh 
I »>iip|<lv; and then wo can make a regular night 

'I Oi If.” 

j '! he two friends accordingly stolo gently down 
' It, is: but at tho same time footsteps were still 
I nmic silently descending from the. upper storey ; 

I 1 1 . 1 (lie Bui'kcr made his way intewtbe museum of 
ciiriosiiics. He had penetrated through an unoc- 
I copied attic into the bouse; and he had been 
lisifMiing lit the door to all tho latter part of Mr. 
Beulhy’s discourse. Jt was his toinporarily re- 
, trooliiig footstep which had alarmed Ben Limber. 

' The Burker had heard suilicient to inspire him 
with the hope that the museum would furnish him 
• witii sumo disguise; and now that tho coast was 
clear, he had taken tho liberty of penetrating into 
i Mr. Bealhy 's nrchsDologioal sanctuary. Closing 
the dour, he was advancing into the midst of the 


mediatescaptura: for it was into Bow Street that 
be would have to pass. Every instant was pre« 
eious! Bealhy and his friend would be quickly re- 
turning. Even if be flung on some disguise 
selected from the clioice around him, he might on- 
counter them on the stairs^or at the door— or 
perhaps in the street itself; and the archieologist 
would raise a hue and cry at the appearance of his 
own property thus making its escape on the person 
I of a stranger. The position was most critical : but 
a thought atruok the Barker. | 

“ These chaps are as precious a pair of rogues i 
as over one would wish to meet,” he said to him- | 
self: and then, hastily drawing from his pocket ' 
the bank-notes given him by Marchmont, ehe | 
counted them over. “ Ninety pounds I” he mu- | 
singly ejaculated ; “ and these (hllero want a matter | 
of twenty or thirty. By jingo, it's my only 1 
chance !” i 

Scarcely had be arrived af^this conclusion, when | 
he beard the front door open and shut ; and he at | 
once slipped behind the mandarin's robe, which 
•was stretched upon the w'ooden frame in the same 
way that gcnileinen's morning-gowns are displayed 
at the doors of haberdashers* shops. 

Almost imiliediately afterwards Bealhy and his 
friend Ben Limber re-entered the room, with a 
fresh supply of liquor and cigars. It would seem 
that daring their obsonco some farther conversa- 
tion on businnsB-matters must have taken place : 
for as Ben Limber threw himself down upon his 
seat, he ejaculated, “'I'on my soul, Bealhy, this 
new idea of your’s is a capital one 1 What a ter- 
rible nuisance it would bo if any one else should 
take it up——” | 

“ A precious nuisance I*’ observed Bealhy ; “ and 
just for the want of about thirty pounds or so ! I 
wish I knew how to get tho mummy out pf tho 
place without tho landlady's knowledge: but it is 
impossible. She has tho eyes of a lynx; and 
I what’s more, when she^unned me for her rent Lius • 
afternoon, 1 told her that tho old gontlornan would I 
come to buy the mummy— and she was satisfied 
SI itli my promise that she should receive tho cash I 
with her own fair hands.” i 

“ It is uDcommdn provoking !” said Ben Limber, I 
in a tone of deep annoy anen. ! 

I “ Provoking ? I belicvo you I” rejoined Bealhy. | 
“ There's thousands to be made by that idea of | 
mine. I wouU give anyihing to get hold of n , 
clear thirty-pound note at this moment— so that ^ 
we might start fair and unshackled : but where the ! 
deuce such a sum is to ho got by anything like • 
honest means, I don’t know.” • 


encumbering nssomhlnge of goods,— when bo was 
suddenly startled by tho appearance of the colossal 
rkeletoii. Seized with dismay, tho Burker sank 
clown upon the seai which Mr. Bcnlby bad recently 
occupied : but it was only for au instant that the 
Bulker’s consternation lasted. He was not the 
man to be long overpowered by such a epeotacle; 
and starting up, be muttered to himself, "By 
jingo! 1 ought to be moreafeardof theiivin' than 
of the dead I” 

He looked around him in search of some iuit- 
able disguise : but he was bewildered by the variety 
of the articles which met his view, and the oonfu- 
aion in which they were amassed pell-mell. He 
knew not what course to adopt. To steal out of 
the house, dressed as he was, would be to risk im- 


" Well, 1 say, Bealhy,” ub'iprvcd Mr. Limber, after 
a few minutes* pause, during which the proi’css of 
drinking and smokiog went on,— “suppuse there was 
any way of raising^his money without the strictest 
regard for what the world calls honesty,— what 
should you say P Mind — I have no sottM plan 
— I’m only just thinking whether we ought to be 
over nice and parPicular— ” 

" Nice and particular indeed !” ejaculated Bcalby 
with' contempt i '* nothing of the sort ! You know 
enough of me, and you've heard enough to-night, 
Ben, to be pretty well aware that I shouldn't stick 
at a trifle : but at the same time, my boy, 1 try 
to steer clear of the law as well as I possibly can. 
Nice and particular indeed! Just to show you 
how nice and particular I am, I shouldn't mind 
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accepting c loan iVoin that murderer>felK)w who 
was eiaininod thii afternoon at tho oilloe a few 
doors off/* 

** Which meani," observed Mr. Limber appro- 
wingly, ** ihat you, don't mind where the deuce the 
money comes from, so long as it dost^oomo some- 
how or another.'* 

"You*ve just hit it, Den," answered Mr. Bealby. 

" Well then, genelmen,'* a voice was suddenly 
heard to say, " I thinks as how 1 can accommodate 
you/* 

It would be impossible to describe the alarm 
which suddenly soiicd upon Mr. Bealby and Mr. 
Limber, as this strange, course, uncouth voice met 
thbir ears. But with the ttrchseological gentle* 
man this terror was transient enough— whereas 
with bis more timid friend it assumed a most ludi- 
crous aspect. With a ghastly pale countenance, and 
quivering in every limb, he looked towards the 
skeleton : thence his affrighted glances travelled 
to the mummy : and he knew not from which the 
▼oioe proceeded, though he was firmly impressed 
with the conviction that from one or the other of 
thoae sources did it emanate. Mr. Bealby started 
up tj see what the truth might really be, and 
what intruder had found his way info hia museum, 
—when the Barker, thinking that the lapse of 
nearly half a minute was sulBiient to prepare the 
gentlemen for his appearance, slowly emerged 
from his hiding-place. 

** Who the devil are you P** demanded Mr. 
Bealby, not exactly perceiving sufHcient of the in- 
dividual's appearance to make him suspect who he 
might possibly be : for there was but oi.e candle 
in the room, and this was burning dimly. 

** Yes — who the devil are you ?" echoed Mr, 
Limber, snatching up a tomahawk with one hand 
and a ^man pipkin in the other. 

" I'm a chap as can let you genelmen have the 
little matter of thirty poi^d which y o seems to 
stand in nsed of :*'— and as the Burker spoke, he 
advanced nearer towards the table. 

** A JsWV* ejaculated Bealby. ** And yet he 
is not a Jew!— Ah i** and a sudden suspicion 
flashed to his mind. ^ 

** A Jew— and not a JewP" echoed Mr. Limber, 
at tho same time smitten with the ssme thought t 
and then he shuddered, and his teeth chattered, at 
the idea that he found himself in the presence of 
the terrible Barney the Burker. 

" Now, gcnelmeu, just keep your tongues quiet," 
said the Burker hastily ; " and it will be all the 
better for you as well as for me. I’m just what 
you take me for: but here’s the thirty pound you 
say you want and that you don't care a rap whence 
it comes from. In return for this, what I require 
is your assistance to help me t^i escape." 

Limber sank with a hollow moan upon a chair, 
the tomahawk dropping from bis hand on one side^ 
the Roman pipkin on the other. He looked aghast. 
But Bealby was by no means affected in the same 
sense { and he hastened* to say, ** Don’t be a foot, 
LimbOT. What is it to ns who this fellow isP 
There's the blunt— and* that's all we care for. 
Comi^ be added» going straight up to his 
frieod and dutohing him by the wrist, ** don't be a 
fool, I say I Ha can't eat us— he doesn't want to do 
ns any barmi and if he did, we are two to one/* 

These wor^ hurriedly end whisperingly spoken, 
Iptoduced a epeedy effect upon Ben Limbert they 


inspired him with courage— for a coward invariably 
derives a reassuring sensation from the fortitude 
displajed by a braver companion. Starting up to 
bis feet, he exclaimed, *'Well, what can we doP” 

"You have escaped, I suppose," said Bealby, 
turning quickly towards the Burker. "But bow 
did you get in here P" 

"I've broke out of the cell- 1 climbed up a 
pipe— I got to the roof of this hyuse— I crept in 
at the attic—** 

" Ah ! the noise just now upon the stairs !” ejac- 
ulated Limber. 

"To be sure!" r^oined the Burker: "that was 
me. I didn't know how to get out of the hauao: 
I was afeard of wenturiog into the street, cos why 
it’s infested by them 'ere waggabones of bluebottles. 
So I listened at your door— I heard a good deal of 
what you was saying to each other— I found you 
was the right sort of chaps to help a poor devil in 
a difficulty— I bided my time— you went out to 

get more lush — and then But, by your leave, 

talking of lush—” 

And the Burker, pouring a quantity of gin into 
a tumblej, drank it off at a draught, — his eyes 
scarcely watering, so accustomed was be to tho 
potent aloohulic fluid. 

" How can we get the man out P" asked Limber 
of his friend. . 

" How long ago was it you escaped from your 
cell P" demanded Bealby quickly. 

"A matter of three quarters of an hour,” re- 
sponded the Burker ; " and there’s every minute a 
chance of the discovery being made. If so, as for 
going out into the street unless unkimmun well 
disguised— But fust of all give us some hut water 
to get off this cussed beard." 

"Yes, at oncel" answered Bealby. "Now I 
tell you what must be done. Ben my boy, stick 
your cigar in your mouth— go and saunter down 
the street towards the police-office and the station 
— see if there’s anything strange going on— 
But stop one inoment !" 

Mr. Bealb^ rushed to the window— drew aside 
the blinds— and looked through the panes. 

" All seems quiet," ho continued, returning from 
the window ; " but we bad better make aure. 
You go, Ben, as 1 have just said, and keep out fur 
twenty minutea or so- that » to say, supposing 
you see nothing in the meantime that looks sus- 
picious. But if there is, then come back directly 
and tell us." 

Mr. Limber accordingly lighted his cigar- 
stuck his hat upon his bead with a jaunty, rakish, 
independent air— and flourishing his short cane 
(of the true gentish demription) wes about to issue 
from the room when the Burker suddenly pieced 
his back against the door, saying in his gruff 
voice, " This is all wery well t but how the deuce 
do I know what’s the true meaning of the 
moveP" 

" 1 understand yon,** observed Mr. Bealby, now , 
assuming a decisive look and tone. " You think 
we meen Vo betray you. Yery well— take up your 
benk-notee and be off.** 

"Come, come," eaid the Burker, "ft wasn’t 
'andsome on my part— I must confess it wasn't.** 

" You know," rejoined Bealby, " that if we oboso 
to oj^n this window and raise an alarm, your cap- 
ture would be oertein." 

pardon, genelmeii, Ibr my rudenessb" Mid 
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the Burker; "bat hope no offenoe. Hera*t the 
door, air end he opened it to efford egreaa to 
Mr. Benjamin Limber. 

"Now drink," said Bealby, "and refreah jour- 
■elf while I go down ataira and aee if there*a any 
hot water in the boiler. 1 know there generally 
ia." 

Mr. Bamea'^aate down afad helped himaelf to 
aome more apirita,— at the aame time aaying to 
himaelf, " Well, blow me if all thio ian’t a ram 
tiaaue of adwenturea: but lack aeema to be 
a>faTouring of me^and 1 *apoae I ahall get aafe 
and aound through 'em." 

In about a couple of minutes Bealby reappeared, 
with a pitcher of warm water ; and he then con- 
ducted the Burker into a little dreaaing-room 
opening from the inner apartment. The orimind 
soon disencumbered himself of the beard and the 
rest of the false hair that was upon hia face ; and 
he felt himself considerably refreshed.* 

“Now, air, what's the next moreP" he asked, as 
he emerged from the dressing-room. 

“ You say you're climbed up the pipe and got to 
the roof of t^ house," asked Bealby. * " Do you 
think there are any traces " 

“ Yes^the pipe's all bended down," responded 
the Burker. ^ 

“ Then take off that old black gaberdine and 
gire It to me," said Bealby quickly. 

The Burker, perceiving that his new friend had 
all his wits about him, unhesitatingly complied with 
his demand. Bealby took from sCmongst his mis- 
cellaneous stores a quantity of rery old but very 
strong silken cord; and throwing the Burker’s 
gaberdine over his arm, he crept up-stairs, haring 
previously taken off his shoes so that he might 
proceed thus stealthily and avoid disturbing the 
landlady and her servant. He passed out of the 
attic window j and peeping over the parapet, looked 
Co see whether all was quiet in the neighbourhood 
of the cells attached to the police-office. Satisfied 
on this point, Mr. Bealby crept on to the loads of 
the next house, and deposited the gaberdine there. 
Ho then tied one end of the silken cord round a 
chimney, and flung the rest over the back part of 
the house, so that it hung down into the yard 
attached thereto. Having done thiS'-which was 
all the work of but three or four minutes^he re- 
traced his stealthy way to bis own apartments. 
There he explain^ to the Burker what he had 
done,— adding, " And now I think the police, when 
they discover your escape, will be thrown com- 
pletely off the scent.” 

" Well, blow me,” said the Barker, " if orter 
myself you ain't one of the cleverest chaps in the 
whole world 1 But what's the next move P", 

“ Ah 1 now we must hold a consultatio^” re- 
sponded Bealby ; " and we have leisure to do co» 
The trick 1 have just played will afford it us; 
because whenever the hounds pursue the scent is 
broken— or 1 ought to say, turned into the wrong 
channel. It will never be suspected yoli are here. 
You sec I am doing everything 1 can to make 
things right Ibr you i and these bank-notes," 
added Bealby, now taking them up flrom the tabh^ 

" are well earned.” 

"SotheybCb” said the Burker. "You're an ex- 
eeUdit sort of chap ; and there's another ten pun* 
note to add to foUmt" than u he produced the 
dditional recompense, he thought to h^self, " It 


don’t matter how much I pay to make things 
square and get myself off : my worry partikler and 
intimate friend the Duke of Marohmont must dub 
up for it all.” 

" I was just thinking,” said Bealby, " whether 1 
could not give you some such disguise that you 
might be able to get out of the house at once— 
But here's Ben Umber returning I” 

Mr. Limber had taken the latch-key with him ; 
and he was therefore enabled to let himself in. 
He quickly madothis appearance in the room ; and 
his countenance indicated that he had btelligence 
of importance to communicate. 

"The shindy's began,” he hastily said thn in- 
stant he had closed the door of the apartment. 

" There's a running to and fro betwixt the police- 
office and the station ; and 1 heard one of the con- | 
stables say in consternation * He has escaped !' " j 

"Then it is out of the question,” said Bealby, ; 
addressing himself to the Burker, "for you to 
think of leaving this house to-night. There will * 
*be a strict watch throughout the entire neighbour- i 
hood " 

"But how shall I be better off to-morrow," de- 
manded Bardby, " than 1 am to-night P" 

"It is very certain you will not be worse off,” 
rejoined Bealby; •"and it will be very strange if 
we cannot think of some oontrivanoe for your 
escape. '^V’on't it be strange, Ben P” 

"I should rather think it would,” ejaculated 
Mr. Limber. "And yet I don't very well seo 
how——” 

"Well, I see everything!” cried Bealby as an 
idea struck him t but what this idea was, we need 
not immediately explain:— it will transpire pre- 
sently. 

Meanwhile the escape of the Burker hsd been 
discovered z Ben Limber's information in this re- 
spect was perfectly Mcurate. A constable had 
visited the cell, — flrst of all, however, only opening 
the little trap-door, and throwing the light of his 
bull's-eye inside. But his astonishmAirt and con- 
fternation, on perceiving that the prisoner had 
vanished, may be more easily imagined than de- 
scribed. To raiw an alarm was his flrst proceed- 
ing: then, on being joined by two or three other 
constables^ he opened the door of the cell, and the 
truth became apparent : the mode of the Barker's 
escape was atPonce evident. The Inspector was 
speedily fetched from the station on the opposite 
side of the street; and a search throughout the 
neighbourhood was ordered. Constables were de- 
^tobed in every direction, while the Inspector, 
with some of the most intelligent of his acolytes, 
lost no time in surveying the premises in the 
neighbourhood ofMhe cells. Ladders were pro- 
cured : they osoenoed to the roofs of the adjacent 
houses— the bent pipe was observed— and though 
the oflioers could scarcely persuade themselves that 
they had thus digeovered the track taken by the 
Barker, yet they failed nfit to act upon the sugges- 
tion which it might seem to afford. By means of 
the ladders they quickly reached the top of the 
house to which that bent pipe led up, and beneath 
the roof of which the Burker was actually at that 
very moment concealed. But it wason the roof of 
the adjacent house that the old Jewish gaberdine 
was discovered ; and then the Inspector exclaimed, 
"By heaveni after aU the follow did sliiBbiqp that 
pip.r 
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JVrxt tho cord was found; and tlm nati/lral coti- 
olusiori was that it formod anutlior link in tlie clue 
vrhieh the oAoers had obtained (u tlio track taken 
by the Barker. 

“ You see/' said the Inspector, “ there was that 
flat-roofo 1 buildin;; betwixt the cells naif those yards 
down below, winch preventi'd tliu scouadrel friun 
getting into them at once : so he had to climb first 
of all up to the roofs of tiicso houses here, and 
then lot himself down hy this cord into the yard 
below. Ihit it IS no uso our remaining hero to 
chatter. Down the ladders again ! over all those 
walls! ttnfl we inny catch him yet !” 

The descent was quickly made. One of the 
oodslablei, speeding back to the polioe«oourt, gave 
orders lor (.uvcral oUicers to iustituto a spocial 
wii^eh ill llirt Street, which was the quarter 
where it was supposed the Burkor would endea- 
Tour to lind a means of making his exit. The In- 
spector, and the constables who remained with 
liiiii, proceeded to examine all the premise^ in the 
rear of Covont Garden Theatre, with the hope 
liiiding some freaii trace of the prisoner — but we 
need hardly say without any result. 

We did not interrupt the threa;]l of those ex- 
planations to state, as wo must now do, that the 
occupanla of tho highest rooms of the houses to 
the roots of which the constables atoended, were 
coufliilcriibiy alarmed— many indeed being startled 
from their slumber, by tho heavy trampling of 
feet oTcrheail ns well ns by tho sounds of voices. 
At 6rst there was an idea of fire; and attic- 
Windows were thrown open in consterualion and 
dismay : but the constables speedily reassured the 
fvightened ones and uindo them acquainted with 
the reason of so much disturbance. Amongst the 
terrified persons to whom we havo just alluded, 
wore tho landlady and the servant of the house in 
winch Mr. Be dby dwelt : but on receiving tho in- 
telligence that there was n» alarm of fire, and that 
the consiablcs were merely in pursuit of a prisoner 
will) had esqfiped, they retired to their respective 
couches again. We may add that the drawing- 
room storey of that house— namely, the floor ju« 
under Mr. Bealby’s apartmentr—was unoccupied 
at the time : the ground<floor consisted of oiliccs 
whtiie no person ruiitainod at night; and thus, 
bcoi les tho landlady and her servant, 'tbero was 
noho ly within the wails of tho dwelling to be dis- 
turbed by tho proceedings of the police. 

It WHS now certain that tbe w holo neighbour* 
hood was closely waiched by constables ; and it 
was tliorofore impossible for the Burkor to attempt 
an escape. It became absolutely necessary for him 
to remain in Bealby’s upartmoiits till the morning 
— when the idea which tho archaBoiogical gentle- 
man had already formed to eVoct ins safe issue, 
might be carried out. Mr. Limber was anxious to 
get away and seek his bed in an attic which he 
occupied in some neighbourhood a couple of roilea 
oT: but Bealby would not let hi A depart. 

Deuce a hit, Beni” he said, in a hurried 
whiaper to his friend : ** you and 1 most remain 
together until this fellow is safe out of the house. 
Though I am not afraid of him oa long as I am 
aw|du^ C don't choose to stand the obanoe of falling 
off to iMp 

ahd adioke till morning, Ben." 

ICF. Bealby had found the opportunity of whia- 
pertdg thaao few haatj worda while the Burker waa 


paying his respects to a haif-qunrtoni loaf andono- 
third of a Dutch cheese which had been set before 
him ; and as many hours bad elapsed since food 
passed his lips, it was with a terrilic appetite that 
ho now consumed the only fare winch the arclnn >• 
I'lgical gentleman's lardor (or r.iLhcr cuphouni) 
aiTordod. 

“ Now,” said Bealby, when Barnes had fiui'^hod 
his meal and had washed it dowi^ with a copi ius 
'draught of ginmnd-watcr, “ you can step into that 
back room, stretch yourself on the sofa, and take a 
good nap. My friend and I purpose to sit up fir 
tiio rest of tho night. There is every reason to 
believe that you are safe ; and in tho morning 
wo will carry out tho idea which 1 just now dc- 
hcribed.” 

The Barker, who had now every possible reason 
to put imjilicit faith in Mr. Bealby and Ben Lioi. 
her, withdrew to the sofa —or rather tho old sola 
bedstead tq which he was directed in tlio ailjoining 
room : while the two friends sate dririkiug aiii 
smoking in the front apartment 


CICAPTEB CXVil. 

« 

THB MU. 'll MV’s CiSZB. 

Tt was about seven o’clock when tlie Burker awoke 
from H deep uninterrupted slumber of sever il 
hours; and he found iiU host and Ben Luuher 
performing their ablutions in the drcssing-rooia. 
These two individuals neither felt nor lookud any 
tho better for having sat up drinking and smoking 
the entire night : but tho contact of cold wator 
refreshed thoui somewhat. Tiio hour was ap- 
proaching when tho servant-girl of the house 
would enter to spread Mr. Bculby’s breakfast- 
table ; and he, could nut possibly devise any ex- 
cuse to prevpqt her from thus conuag in 
least it was deemed .advisable to avoid everything 
that might tcuiUto exeilo nuspicion. 

” The girl may take it into her head to do nut 
the dressing-room while we are getting breakfast, ” 
said Bealby ; “ or to sweep out tho inn^r room — 
or a doxen different things. Wc must dispose of 
you, somehow or another,” ho added, turning to- 
wards the Burker. 

*' Any way you like, so as you doesn’t give me 
over to the police, or manage matters so bad that 
you get me took again.” 

“Don’t bo afraid,” answered Bealby. “ Iloro, 
gel some food at once— eat and drink. Now, Bon, 
you just stroll out os if to look at tho flowers in 
Covedt Garden Market before breakfast : you can 
hear what is being said about last night’s business 
—you can buy a newspaper too ; and if you ooine 
back ID about ten toiuutea, our breakfast will bo 
ready, and 1 shall have disposed of tho Barker by 
some meaps or another.'' 

“All right,” responded Ben Limber: and ho 
issued from the apartment. 

“ Now JOB know the idea which 1 explained 
last night,” said Bealby, addresing himself to tiia 
Burker, who wu aevouring broad and oheese. 

“ About that queer-looking otjeot which sbems 
like a man that had been dried with the suo 
until he turned into leather P Well,'' added tue 

._j — 
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liurkcr, '* 1 recollect perfectly that the idea was 
a ffood 'uri.” 

In Are words 1 will explain it over af^ain/* 
interjected Mr. Bealby. *' My landlady knows 
that the mummy is going away this morning ; and 
so sho won’t be surprised to see the large case sent 
dut of the house. You roust get into that case 
I with the least possible delay; and when Ben Liin* 
ber comes back'^d says that things are all right 
—I moan that no sort of suspicion attaches itself 
to this place—” 

** Duiicn a bit t<-thoro’8 no su'^pieion I” said the 
Burkor ; “ or else the police would be precious soon 
j down upon us. But you was going to say what was 
j to (lime when that friend of yourn comes back.” 
i “ Jle shall got a cart to put the case in: that 
cose will contain you, my man ; and then you can 
be conveyed out of London. That is all 1 can do 
for you: and I suppose that whenever you are 
free m the open country ” , 

“ You can leave mo to shift for myself,” inter- 
jrctiMl the Barker. ” But there’s just one thing 
1 sluiuld like to know: and this is—” 

L think I understand what you mgau,” said 
Bcnlhy : ** there will bo a driver to the cart, and 
you do not see how he is to be managed ? Leave 
this to me. I shall go with him to pretend to 
I show him the way, and also to see that the 
! mummy is cnrciully delivered. Don’t be under 

• any appreheusiun as to the result.’* 

“Not I indeed,” exclmcncd the Barker, “now : 
j that I know you are going with the curt.” 

“Lot us g<‘t to Murk,” said Bcalby, “before the 
, ec'rvant girl cmiios in. You have dune eating and 
! dniiking?” 

i Tiie Burkor answered in the affirmative. The 
mummy was taken out of the ease and deposited 
' lu tt trunk, whore it was locked up. The case— 
which indeed was an old coffin, and of solid mate* 

' ruils, l)ut having a glass door instead of a lid— was 
j now laid flat upon Iho iluor; and Bealby bade the 
I Burkor enter it. 

I “Blit T almll want a bit p£ a*dr8gui9c,” said 
i Biiinoy: “ for it’s nu uso turning^ mo udritt only 
! htilt'-lo^<Xcd as 1 am: 1 should deuced soon be 
iiahhi'cl by the police.” 

I “ I hud not forgotten all this,” replied Mr. 
Bonlby : “but 1 meant to take a disguise with me, 
BO that you might put it on when ouicrging from 
the case. 1 thought it would make you too big to ; 
he down in that box.” 

“ Well, what is it ?” asked the Burkor, sweeping 
his looks around upon thu various articles aggre- 
I gated ID that luusouni. 

I “ Whut do you say to dressing yourself up as a 
I poor Lascar sailor P” inquired Mr. Bqplby. “ Here’s i 
a costume— 1 have Mlye for your flesh *-a dye also 
for your hair — and a thick black moustache. And 
then, loo, a Lascar’s disguise has this advantage— 
that you may pretend to bo dumb if you like, or 

* else not to understand the English language ; so 
you won’t be compelled to speak Co a ^ngle soul 
that you may happen to encounter. If you don’t 
like that disguise, 1 can dress you up as the old 
Norwood Gipsy—” 

“What! asao’omanP” exclaimed the Barker. 

“ No, no— none of that *ere !” 

“ Hush I not so loud 1 We must not bo beard 
tolking in this room ; because I am supposed to be 
alone herp.” 


W7 

“ WAl, I decide upon the Bascal sailor,” Slid 
the Barker. 

“The Lascar sailor, you mean,” observed Bcalby, 
with a smile. 

“ 1 deS'Si^ it’s all the same— Lascar or Hascal,” 
responded toe Burker. " I think I’d ray ther put 
on the disguise at once; I'm pretty sure as how 1 j 
can Btuif myself into that there box ; and it will ! 
save a world of trouble when we get to the place ' 
where you mean to lot me out.” ! 

“ Good !” ejaculated Mr. Bealby. “ Make haste I 
and apparel yours^f. Here ! let me assist at the ' 
toilet: It will only be the work of a few mi- 
nutes.” 

The arcbm^logical gentleman speedily produced 
a bottle of dye tor the complexion, and which 
figured in the catalogue of bis curiosities as an 
extraordinary liquid which some newly discovered 
tribe of Central South America wore accustomed to 
uso for staining their skins. Ho next produced a 
hair dye, which also had its appropriate legend in 
he same catalogue, and which legend was about ai I 
rue as the one attached to the iIrst*mentioncd pig * | 
ment. Those two dyes were speedily used with i 
such eflect tbi^ the Barker’s appearance underwent | 
a complete transformation^ which was rendered all j 
the more perfect by the jetty moustache, artistically I 
affixed, and conceal Aig the defect in the m'seroant’s | 
upper lip. The Lascar garb was assumed ; and | 
Mr. Burncs felt himself to be a now man. 

Benjamin Limber now returned, with a morning ^ 
newspaper, m which there was a parngrapli of 
only a few hues in respect to the Barker’s fscapo ; 
for the lateness of the hour at which it li id oc- 
curred, prevented the penny-a*lincr who reported 
it from entering more elaborately into detail. It 
recorded the bare fact,— with the addition that in 
spite of all the eiforts of the police the misercant 
had not boon discovered up to the hour when that 
paragraph was written — namely, at about one 
o’clock in the morning. 

“Everybody is talking of it in Covent Garden 
Market,” observed Bum Limber ; “ and the general 
impression is that you, my man, must have 
managed to get safip out of London. One thing is 
very certain — the police are altogether off the 
scent: fur tologruphio messages have been de- 
spatched along all the lines, and three or four dj- 
tectives have gone off in dillerent directions. Tins 
is what 1 beara in Ooveut Garden; and so you ser 
your continued presence in the neigtiuourhood of 
the scene of your exploit is nut suspected.” 

“All this 18 most lavourublo,” ob'^erved Beulliy 
“ And now, my roan, into the box with you, ii ^cu 
can stuff yourself in I” 

The glass front opened like a door, or lid : Beal- 
by raised it— and/ the Burker, assisted by Beii 
! Limber, laid himself down m the coflln-like case. 

He completely tilled it ; and he growliiigly mut- 
tered something about “ having his limbs precious 
well cramped before bo g^t out of that cussed box 
again.” 

“ At all events it is better than dancing upon 
nothing,” observed Ben Limber. 

Mr. ^alby broke out a small fragment of the 
gloss in one corner of the lid, for the purpose of 
letting in the fresh air t then the lid was closed 
and socarely latched. A quantity of old rust/ 
green-baise was spread upon the floor; and while 
Ben Limber raised the head of the coflln-like box, 
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Mr. Bealby proceeded to wrap the stuff rdund the 
ease so that it oofored the glass lid. A quantity 
twine waa wound round and round the oofRo, 
in order to keep the baiae in the position in which 
it was folded t and thus far the work was com- 
plete. • j 

**Now/* said Bealby, **the girl shall lay the| 
breakfSsst-tablei and 1 will go and settle with the 
landlady->or else I know weiy well she will not 
I let the ease go out of the house.” 

I ” But you will be parting with fifteen pounds P” 

I whispered Ben Limber, with air air of discontent. 

I ** 1 am certain to sell the mummy for twenty 

pounds to-day/* responded Bealby ; ” and therefore 
in«any cose I must pay tho old woman her rent. 
Besides, 1 hare forty pounds in my pocket ; and 
when 1 have settled the rent we shall still hare 
! twunty-fivc left. That fellow has got money,” 

I added Bealby, drawing his friend Limber apart; 

I ** and I must get some more out of him when the 
' moment of liberation comes.” 

There was now a knock at the room doov; and 
, the serrant-girl of the house made her appear- 
I anoe. 

” That's right^lay the breakfast, Mary,” said 
, Mr. Bealby; ”and be quick about ft— for I've got 
; to go out on business almost directly. There's 
I tho mummy to be taken to old Mr. Fossilton's 
j house—'* 

” Beg your parding, sir,” said a shrill Toice of 
; command coming from the passage outside; but 
nothing leaves this house until my rent's paid. 
You know the agreement of yesteiday, sir,*' con- 
tinued the landlady— for she was the speaker ; and 
she now pushed her way past the servant-girl 
into the room t ” 1 am to receive the money when 
Mr. Fossilton comes— leastways, fifteen pounds of 
it, for. rent and things which is due—” 

"Softly, softly, my good woman 1” said Mr. 
Bealby, assuming an air qf dignity : " you must 
! not treat people os if they were all a pack of 
swindlers.” 

" Swindldrs, forsooth 1” cried the landlady, who 
I possessed a very viienish countenance, and tl^e 
, short tip of whose nose, habitually red with drink- 
, ing, was now still more inflamea with passion. " I 
! don't like to use a harsh term, sir— but you your- 
. self said it. I suppose now you are gping to try 
I and chouse me out of my rent, and to smuggle that 
' there mummy out of the house — Why, bless 
; me, Mary ! if it isn’t packed up all ready 1”— and 
it was with a perfect scream of rage that the land* 

I lady vociferated these words. 

I "Don’t be foolish,” exclaimed Bealby: " here is 
j your money :'*— at the same time he produced the 
I bundle of bank-notes which he had received from 
the Barker. "My friend Limber brought 
me last night a remittance that I had been expect* 

' ing : but as you, my good woman, had gone to bed 
1 did not choose to disturb you.” 

" Oh 1 dear me, sir, it is not qf the lightest con- 
sequence,” said the ladhlady, her entire manner 
changing from enraged insolence to cringiog ser- 
vility. " 1 hope 1 have given no offence. 1 knew 
the rent was safe— I always said so to yoi^ Mary 

-didn'ar 

ma’am, to be sure,” reqionded the 
serrant-ipirl, readily corroborating her mistress’s 
falsehood. 

" And I’m surCi sir,” continued the londlady, 


" if I did press you for the rent, it was only be- 
cause my landlord is so very bard upon me——” 

"Well, well,” interrupted Bealby, who was im- 
patient to finish the scene ; " there’s your money 
—you can give me^the receipt presently. I say, 
Limber, by the bye,”— and he turned towards his 
friend— " would you mind etepping round into 
Covent darden while Mary is getting breakfast 
imady, and just see if you can hits a cart— a light 
one, with springs, you knoV, to convey the mummy 
to Mr. Boston's house.” 

" To be sure,” responded Limber: and off he set. 

The landlady gathered up the bank-notes which 
Bealby had thrown down upon the table ; and with 
three or four curtsies she issued from the room- 
promising to fetch the receipt as soon as possible. 
Mary continued her preparations for the break- 
fast ; and thus far things had progressed comfort- 
ably enough. The rent was settled— there could 
be no possible impediment to the removal of the 
case— and 'Bealby had purposely directed Limber, 
in the presence of the landlady, to go and fetch 
a cart, so that he might have the appearance of 
acting in^a perfectly straightforward manner, with- , 
out beio*g anxious to conceal anything. But | 
scarcely had the landlady got down stairs, when j 
a double knock at the front door caused her to 
hasten and answer the spmmons. | 

It was an old gentleman, of past sixty, to whom 
she gave admittance. He was tall and thin- 
dressed in black— and stooping slightly. He wore 
green glasses of the description called shades, as if 
for weak eyes or bad sight. He walked with a 
oanet be took a great deal of snuff— and not in a 
very cleanly manner, as his shirt-frill indicated. 
His face was very thin and very much wrinkled : 
his features were sharp ; and he bad a habit of 
puckering up his lips as he looked steadfastly at 
any object. This was Mr. Fossilton— a man of 
deep learning in everything connected with arch»- ; 
ology, and of profound ignorance in everything i 
that related to all other matters. He had written 
elaborate wOtkh upon subjects which scarcely inte- 
i^ted fifty people id the whole country, but which 
he fancied bad *an interest for the entire world. 
He could make a speech of three hours* duration | 
on an old pipkin dug out— or represented to have ! 
been digged out of Herculaneum: but he could 
Bcarcely eay three words on.any topic which people i 
generally choose to converse upon. His house was 
full of curiosities,— or what be believed to be curio- 
sities : he had spent nearly his whole fortune on 
things which he prised as being of inestimable 
value, but for the whole collection of which no 
plodding matter-of-fact person would have given ' 
him eigbteenpenoe. Photography, the steam* 
engine, the railway, the electric telegraph, and all 
the brilliant discoveries or inventions of modern 
scienoe^ were with him as nothing in comparison 
with broken old china, bits of Boman cement, and 
other antique relics. He considered it of far 
greater importance to the world to find a clue to 
the reading of Egyptian hieroglyphics, than to 
contribute in the slightest degree to the progress 
of modern intelligence. Such was Mr. Fcssilton 
—the type of that dass who prefer groping their 
way through the darkness of the tombs and sepul- 
chres in whieh* antiquity lies buried, than to ^k 
in the light of the knowledge of the ninefoentb 
century. 
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* If Mr. Bealby at homeP” he at onoe inquired **SzoellentI’* ijeoulated Mr. roMtttoD. **00 
^ of the landlady. you knoir, ma’am, there if food in that 

I *'Tef, air/* fhe ref ponded. *Pray walk up, mummy—’* 

' fir : 1 know that he will see you at once. He hae in the mummy, obf* oried the land- 

packed up the mummy all ready to aend home to lady, almoat ahriekioB out in her astoniahment. 
your houae— ” ** 1 mean food for the mind, my dear madam,** 

** Capital 1” ejaculated Mr. Fosailtoo, with*ao- reipondedthe aroh4>loriat^— "food for a disquiri- 
oenta of delight. " To tell you the truth, my dear tiou of at leaat fix boura I Oh, the pleaauro of 
madam^knowing from what you whiapered to me unfolding the wrappings of that mummy 1 But I 
yesterday, how poor Bealby was presaed for money beliere that I am to hand orer the price to you?** 

, *^1 wu afraid that he might go and find another "Well, not exactly, sir,*Veplied the landlady i 
> cuatomer for that mummy of his ; and 1 wquld not "eiroumstanoes is now ohan^. Mr. Bealby is 
! for the world have let it dip through my fingers, a very honourable gentleman— he has paid me my 
! 1 know it is at leaat three thoumnd years old— the rent— But pray walk fijp, sir i he is Just going 
' atate of the wrappers proves it.’* to sit down to his breakfast ; and his friend Mr. 

"Pray walk up, airi Xknow Mr. Bealby will Limber— a very niee young gentleman, who 
be very glad to see you. He hu sent out to hire brought him the money— will be back in a fan 
a eart to take the mummy up to your houae,'* eon* minutes.** 

tinued the garrulous landlady x " I dare say it will Bealby had heard the double knock at the fironl 
bo here in a fow minutes.** door • a^ at first he had thought it was Limber 

Ha 74 — Fovbxx Biexbs. * 
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who might hare forgotten to take tho latch-kejr. 
But when two or three minutes elapsed and Bon 
did not make his appearance, Mr. Bealbj began 
to get uneasy lest inquiries were being made 
relatire to the Burker. lie did not ^afo iesre his 
apartments to step out upon the laoding to listen 
—much leM to steal dowd stairs to see who it was 
—because Mary was running to and fro, preparing 
the breakfast : he knew her to be inquiiiti? e, and 
be feared that she might be seiyed with the incli- 
nation to draw aside the grpen baiie and peep 
into tho coffin-like box in oi^r to see how the 
mammy looked when lying flat upon its back. 

Bealby was kept in a state of anxiety for 
several minutes, until he at length recognised the 
footsteps and then the voice of Mr. Fossiltoa as 
ho ascended the stairs in company with the Ignd- 
lady. 

Mr. Bealby foresaw that ho should have some 
difficulty in respect to this visit: for Fossilton 
might ask to have another look gt the mummy be- 
fore be concluded the bargain— or h« mi^t insist 
upon taking it away with himi ed4 9^by, wfl) 
acquainted with his landledj** ferrulOHa diepo4- 
tiuii, was quite certain fho had mseedj BOfliHUatfd 
him with the supposed fact that the tpunlmy WM 
in readiness for such imn^ejiate transport to its 
destination. However, Mr. Bealby hoped that 
the difficulty oocaiioned by Fosiilton’s visit might 
be speedily surmounted by his own ready wit; 
and he therefore prepared himself for the emer- 
gency. 

** I am sure I did right to tell you to widk HPj 
sir,** said the landlady, who since she had received 
her rent was all civility, and was no^ prepared to 
make herself most officiously obliging. **Mrt 
Bealby will bo quite charmed to see ycp. Ton 
will* find the mummy already packed up—** 

** Well, well, ma*am,*' said Mr. Fossilton, **you 
havo told me so two or three times; and I hgyf 
no doubt it is the case. How do yon do^ Hr* 
Boalbyli:*, 

“How do you do, my dear sirF* fried the 
younger archasologist. ^*Froy walls im l?bur 
visit M an early one— I fps ^ ^ 

cessively busy just at thii moment—*^ 

“Busy in getting your breakfast F** said Mr. 
Fiisailton : “ but that won't prevent us from 
settling our little bargain. I kave brought the 
money— and I understand your friend has gone for 
the oart — ** 

** Here it is 1’* exclaimed the officious landlady, 
rushing to the window, as she hoard the sounds 
of the vehicle stopping at her front door. 

“ Ah ! but I have a few other goods to remove 
first,’* said Mr. Bealby ; “ and the mummy shall i 
come next. Ton need not j^iy me now, Mr. Fos- 
silton : I will bring you up the mummy in the | 
course of the day— a few hours indeed— *' 

** My dear sir,** interrupted the old arehsBologist, 

havo sot my mind, upon having it at once: 1 
have walked down from Tavistock Square at tkis 
early boor on purpose to see yon. You eon let 
me hm this cart— find yous friend can hire 
anothof*** 

"1 nan do nothing of the sort,*’ said Mr. 
Biidby, who was gettiag uncommonly anxious, 
theugh he dared not for the life of him betray 
his aneasinsis. must remove some goods 
flmt 


“Stop! there is another carti” ejacalated the 
landlady ; “ and it is a man which 1 know and 
which sells pectaties. Mary i" she shrieked forth 
from the landing to which she flew ; “ stop that 
pertatie person— and say i have got him a job 1’* 
“What the devil does all .this meanP*’ de- 
manded Ben iLimher, as he now made his appear- 
ance. “ I have hired a cart, and made a capital 
bargain.*' ^ 

“ And now there are two,'* caid Mr. Fossilton i 
“ thereforo I may at once take my mummy home. 
Here, Mr. Bealby, is the amount agreed upon— 
twenty pounds:’* and the old arohssologist, pro- 
ducing his pocket-book, drew forth tho ha^-notes 
from amidst a profusion of documents, all relating 
to hie favourite soienoe— especially u copy of a 
speech of seven hours* duration which he delivered 
at the last meeting of the British Association for 
tha Advancement of Science. 

Ben lumber now understood it all ; and be per- 
pfived in what an awkward dilernom his friend 
l^lby appeared to be placed. But Mr. Bealby 
by this time made up bio mind how to act ; 
«gd he therefore said with great coolness, “Well, 
Foosiltoii, since you are in euch a hurry to 
heoome poasessed of the mummy, we will oonelude 
the hargeiu ft once. Here it ie :’*— end he opened 
the trunk which it ttad been oonsigned on being 
taken from tbB g^u* case.*' 

“Well, dear mel** exclaimed the landlady, “I 
thought it waa in that package which was already 
done up to be removed*'* 

“1 with, ma'am," said Beulby, “you would 
l^ve the goodneis to leave me to manage my own 
kmduess.’’ 

“ Oh ! well, sir, I'm mre 1 don’t want to inter- 
fere," said the landlady* tossing her bead indig- 
nantly. “ I wof Olldy helping to the best of my 
abiHlyi but I htqpa I nay never speak another 
word if you didn't say lust now— or leastways give 
ns all to undeiftand, that the b:g package yon- 
der ’*. 

** There’! sometliing strange in all thV” 

!||r* Foasiltoih “Are you sure it’s the same 
; mummy you are now selling me,— the same that 

used to* stand in the glass ease ** 

" Look you, Mr. Fossilton,** interrupted Bealby ; 
“ a few words will explain it all. 1 havo got some 
articles of a delicate and peculiar kind which 1 
have sold to a gentleman ; and I have packed ihrm 
up in the glass ease. For that reason 1 put the 
mummy into the trunk. Your profound know- 
ledge will show you that it is the same mummy . 
Here it is, with its wrappers— I forget how many 
years old you pronounced it to he." 

“ Well, well,** said the old genilemai^ who in 
th«r meantime had been oorefally examining the 
mummy through his green glasses : “ it certainly 
doea seem the same— it is no doubt all right. And 
now let it be conveyed in that trunk down to the 
oart.’’ 

“ Here, mn’ain,” ^ Bealby, thus hastily whis- 
pering to hia li^lady, "just give the pi^to 
person, as you ealled him, a little drop of gin to 
drink, as it was very dvil on kia part to stop when 
Mary eeUed him i*'— and he thrutt a shilling into 
tho woman's hand. 

Bfae aped nway to give enn dropi of gin to tho 
pototoe person, bestow half a doiea uptm her* 
self! a cord was put round the trunk I and Limber, 
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vaiiiUd by Mary, ooiiTeyed it down-itairs— old Mr. 
Vosiilton folloiring. The iniUni tbejr were gone, 
Beelby closed the door : end hutening to pull e- 
bide e portion of the green baise, he whisperingly 
asked, ** Axe you all right ? have you got enough 
airP’* 

^ Blow me^" growled the Bulrker, if 1 could 
have foreseen there was a-going to be suoh a pre- 
cious shindy as atf this — ■— '* 

“MTell, never mind — everything will be all 
right !** answered Bealby. ** We will soon get you 
down into the other cart : 1 ehall drive off with 
you— in half-an-hour the open fields will be gained 
beyond HoUoway—and tbeh you will be free as 
air.” 

** Make haste then,** said the Barker froth the 
depth of the coifia-like box ; ** for I'm so preciously 
equeeged and scrouged up here, I don't think u 
bow I shall ever got the use of my limbs again.** 
Bealby sped to the window ; and looking ont, 
saw that the trunk oontaining tltomammyi wu just 
being oonsigned to the oart driven by Che potato 
person, as the landlSdy most elegantly oalled him* 
Old Mr. Bossilton was helped up by Ben Limber 
into the Vehicle s and seating himself upon the 
trunk, he took a huge pinch of ihuff in eomplaeent j 
and satisfactory anticipation of the pleasure he was | 
shortly to enjoy in unrollftig the bandages which 
for three thousand yearly os he thottgh^ had enve- 
loped his precious acquisition 1 
The potato person whipped the horse*^the ani- 
mal started off^but unfortunately at that very 
instant the rod or bar which kept the body of the 
cart tight down Upon the shafts, accidentally came 
out. Up tilted the oart ; and lo and behold ! trunks 
arohooiogist, and potato person were all pitched 
backward into the street The oOrd fastening the 
trunk, either snapped or beoamo untied; and out 
rolled the mummy. Mr. Bealby beheld the acci- 
dent from his window, and gave vent Co an ejacula- 
tion of mingled rage and dieappoiQtiqent. 

A crgwd instantaneously collect^; ^and as Mr. 
Fussilton raised bisaself up with difficulty from the 
stones on which he had been so f adely fiung, he 
thrust hit elbow infg the mummy's mouth, and 
I sent the hideous looking apology for a iaoe crashing 
in. 

** My eyes, here’s a go I” shouted a man from 
tho Market, with half a doaen ropes of onions 
pendant to a stout stick over his shoulder, and a 
short day pipe in his mouth. 

** Hooray!” vociferated another individual from 
the same preeioots, and who bore a basket of cab- 
bages upon his head. 

But those who were nearest to the scene of the I 
aoeidsat, looked on with mingled dismay and horror : | 
for the first glimpse they had caught of the hideous ! 
shape, M it rolled out of the trunk, naturally in- 
spirotl those feelings. 

“My mummy^O asy poor momaiy 1” moaned 
' Mr. Foisaton, who wai reduced to despair. 

“ What^t the M goactman a sayi^ ^* asked a 
ragged boy of a dilopklated eosteroioBiiei. 

«yy,dodrt yon hear?'* was theraapousai “he’s 
A ealUaf out lor hfr nammy.” 

“Myeyecr criedMotlleri ^ha'afeyehasaaoM 
ley to b* dfrird that hie aomthet sbeald know ka*e 
Ihia )Mb ifM xtoelrid with uproail- 

dtts leufMeiii 

"hfi hff wiMupiv jou M,” said a somewhit 
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superior species of tho Market population ; for tho 
speaker had on some great holiday vUit^ a mu- 
seum of curiosities. “That’s a mummy most 
likely a King of Egypt, which died three or four 
thousand yeofs ago and was preserved in bandages 
just as you preserve ing uns in vinegar.’* 

“ A mummy indeed I” said a man, with a leatliern 
apsen on, who having emerged from the nsarsit 
public-house, had worked bis way throui^U Hid 
orowd with the well-meant purpose of readenug 
I hii asaisianee. “ A^rum looking mummy this hero 
It's uncommon like* leather.*' 

Thus speaking, the aproned individaal took up a 
piece of the smashed eountenanoe) and first break- 
ing it iato minuter fragments, he put a morsel Be- 
tween his teeth. 

“Ob, the cannibal ! Blowed if ha ain't eating 
the mummy 1” ejaculated several voices ; and the 
foremost of the crowd gased with a kind of awe* felt 
curiosity Upon the mummy; and with mingled 
surpiise and disguat upon the man in tho leathern 
qpron. 

“ Mummy indeed 1” oxelaimed this individual 
scornfully. “ I *spose you’ll tell me next that I 
don't know what leather is. 1 haven't boon a 
cobbler for these twenty-three years without know- 
ing summut about the article I works with.” 

“ Leather 1” orieef the indignant Mr. FoBsilton, 
forgetting hia aooident— forgetting the crowd— for- 
I getting the public place in which tho scene was 
ocourring^forgetting indeed everything except tho 
sense of insult he was now smarting under at the 
idea of tho gross manner in which the reputation of 
his mummy was assailed. “ Leather P 1 tell you 
that thia is a mummy— the corpse of some dutm- 
guiahed person of an ancient age— three thousand 
yeavi old if it's a single day 1— 'Ond that I'll swoar 
by the wrappings! I am ashamed of yod, my 
man. If it were an old shoo on which you were 
oalled to pass an opinion, it would be all very 
well.” 

“ Three ihonsand year old— stuff and nonsense !** 
ejaculated the cobbler disdainfully, “f tell you 
itfs leather — burnt, scorched, or something — — 
And, by jingo ! if don't think it’s some that I sold 
a genelman which lives up there in tho sDi'und 
storey of that there house, and which is knuwed 
to be uncommon clever at getting up those here 
sort of things.’’^ 

At this crisis Mr. Limber, who had hitherto re- 
mained upon the spot to listen to what was taking 
place, was sebed with a panic; and he aped away 
as fast B8 his legs would carry him. Tho unfor- 
tunate archm dogist Mr. Fossilton began to look 
terribly crestfallen. He stooped down— took an- 
other green view of the mummy through his glasses 
—then pulled off l^e glasses themselves— and exa- 
mined it more closely with his naked eyes. He 
could no longer ounceal from himself that ho had 
been grouly deceived, if the occidont had not 
occurred to the nwimmy, ^breaking a portion of it^ 
and thus showing of what it was composed, tho 
probability is the cheat never would have been dis- 
oovered, and Mr. Fossilton would have gone down 
to hU grave in the happy conviction that he died 
in possession of a human relic thirty centuries of 
age. But now unfortunately the delusion waa dis- 
sipated— the vision was dispelled— and this learned 
arobmologist found that he bad given twenty pounds 
for the mere purpose of being egregiouily laughed 
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11 ^ jeered, gibed, joked, end taunted bj e metlej 
orofrd of aome two hundred persona. 

His orders were quioklj issued to the dri?er of 
the oart— or the potato person, as Mr. Bealby's 
landladj politelj and eourteouslj de^gnated him. 
The mummy was thrust back into tlm trunk— the 
trunk was taken upon the shoulders of the potato 
person,— nho, preceded by the indignant Mr. Fos- 
silton, began to ascend the stairs towards Mr. 
Bealby's apartments. 

The little scene which we hyve described from 
the moment of the tilting up of the oart, to that 
when the unfortunate mummy was being borne 
bafk to him who had manufactured and vended i^ 
occupied about five minutes. Let us see what in 
the interim had taken place in the apartments of 
Bealby himself. 

From his window the fabricator of curiosities 
had observed the catastrophe | and he had seen the 
cobbler emerge from the public-house. In him he 
recognised the very man of whom he had ^^ought 
the old leather which formed one of the componenii 
parts of the mummy. Then he perceived his friend 
Mr. Benjamin Limber vanishing from the scene; 
and he felt convinced that some disturbance would 
ensue. 

« Deuce take it !’* he exclaimed, retreating from 
the window, and hastening back to the case in which 
the Barker was colBned. “ Here’s an accident 1— the 
cart has upset— the mummy has tumbled out— 
1 think the trick is discovered!** 

" What trick P* exclaimed thi Burker, with so 
sudden a starts convulsively given inside the case, 
that it was a wonder he did not smash the glass lid 
above him. 

** nothing about jfouP* replied Bealby hastily. 
^That ours^ mummy 1 mean I’*— and back again! 
he rah to the window. ** As 1 live, that old scuun- 
I drel Fossilton is having the mummy brought back ! 
I shall be compelled td disgorge the twenty 
pounds !*' 

** 1 say,”, vociferated the Burker from the glass 
case, ” I’ve had enough of this— I can stand it no 
longer ! J ust let me out. My limbs is all cramped 
—a hundred million needles and pins is a pricking 
my feet. Let me out, I say !— or I shall be suffi- 
cated.” 

** Stop 1 an idea strikes me !” ejaculated Bealby. 

** What if I get old Fossilton to take you off to his 
house But no ! it will never do 1” 

” And why not P” asked the Burker. ** Blowed 
if I don’t think it's the best thing to be done. Just 
leave me to manage the old rogue when I do get to 
his house—'* 

''Ho, no!** responded Bealby i ** no harm— no 
violence !'* 

” Honsense ! 1*11 only frigfeen him out of his 

Ufc ^** 

must be so r* said Bealby. "Hush!— they 
are mounting the stairs !*’— and he turned to meet 
the indignant arebssoiogjot, whole cane was fiercely 
f tapping every step as he led the way to the second 
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Thb landlady, who had been standing at lier front 
door to look at the accident, the crowd, and the 
disturbance, made way for Mr. Fossilton and the 
potato person to enter. . Then, {'losing the door 
in the face of the crowd that came to peep in with 
intense curiosity, she followed the enrag^ arcbm- 
ologist and the bearer of the trunk up tb« stairs, 
—not rightly comprehending what had taken 
place, and therefore all the more anxious to push 
herself into Bealby’s apartments. 

"Here, sir, is a pretty trick you’ve played me!” 
exclaimed Mr. Fossilton, as he entered Bealby’s 
front room. 

" One word, my dear sir,” said the ready-witted 
Mr. Beall^. " Here are your bank notes : but 
just allow me to explain myself— and if my ex- 
planation is not satisfactory, you can take your 
money and be off with you. Here, you man, put 
down that trunk— there’s balf*a-crown for you— 
and take yourself off with your cart. Just have 
the kindness to tell that other carter who is wait- 
ing, to remain yet a little while ; and I will settle 
with him also.” ^ 

Mr. Bealby ismed his ihstruotions with much 
composure and self- possession t the trunk contain- 
ing the unfortunate mummy was deposited upon 
the floor— the potato person touched his hat for 
the half-crown, and took his departurSI 
" How, my dear ma’am,” said Bealby to the 
landlady, thrusting another shilling into her hand, 
" just got something to comfort you after all this 
disturbance— and leave me to explain matters to 
my friend Mr. Fossilton.” 

I The landlady accordingly vanished : the door was 
closed— and the old arohssologist, assuming a 
peremptory air, said, " How, Mr. Bealby, for these 
explanation!.” ^ ^ 

" They are speedily given,” was Bealby’s ready 
response. " Ittis all nonsense about crying down 
the mummy, and all falsehood that the cobbler 
told you, just because 1 happened to owe him for a 
pair of shoes. Pray don’t interrupt me ! 1 see 

that you think the mummy to be worthless : you 

are prqudiced ^Well, let it be granted that it is 

on imposture— I at least took it for a genuine 
article. However, it was not the one you were going 
to have sent up to you—” 

"HowP what do you meanP” demanded Mr. 
Fossilton. 

" You bought the mummy in the glass ease— and 
there it is, ready packed to be sent to you. I said 
so frdm the very first-” 

"Ah! but you afterwards denied it,” said Mr. 
Fossilton I " you told me likewise yon bad packed 
other things in the glass case—” 

"All nonsense on my part!” ejaculated Bealby. * 
"You saw that young gentleman who was with me 
— the one who went and fiitohed the cart P Wel4 
be came to buy a mummy— this was last night— he 
took a fimey to the one in the glass case^ and 
oflbred me fifty pounds for it. I agreed— but I did 
not mean to let him have iti lintended it all along 
for you. X meant to give him another— in^botr, 
that very one that the hubbub has Just been about. 
But he came early this morning to leeuie Ms bar- 
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you otme shortly after — you both bewil* 
dered and confused me— I soaroely knew how to 
AOt ** 

** Ah I ha 1** said Hr. Fossilton i ** I he^n to 
understand 1 So the real mummy— mummy— 
Is in that glass case after aliP” 

Yes— and you may take it away with you at 
once!*' said Bealby: **the oart is at the door. 
Stop !— there's no meed to, go peeping through the 
baiae I Here's your twenty pounds— examine the 
mummy as much as you like when you get it home 
at your own house— consult all your friends— and 
if I have deceived you, tell me I'm a rogue. But 
if not, send me the money by post— or by hand— 
or bring it to me— anything you like, only be 
quick and let us make an end of the business I" 

Hr. Fossilton evidently thought this a very fair, 
candid, and straightforward proposal. He there- 
fore took back the bank-notes from Mr. Bealby— 
and said, ** Well, 1 accept the arrangement. You 
know 1 am a man of honours if the mummy suits^ 
I will pay you.” 

” Good!” ejaculated Mr. Bealby t *'that will do. 
I mean to accompany you to your own hopse, just 
to bee the case safely delivered, and assure myself 
that there is no farther accident. Have the kind- 
ness to call over the landing for Mary, that she 
may bid the carter come upand help me down with 
the package.” • 

Mr. Fossilton did as he was desired ; and Mr. 
Bealby, hastily approaching the ease, whispered 
through the hole in the glass lid, ”lt is all 
right!” 

” So much the better,” growled the Barker from 
within. 

Bealby gave a last look, but a careful and ooru- 
tinizing one at the green baize and the cordage, to 
assure himself that the box was completely enve- 
loped in the wrapper. A few moments afterwards 
the rpen whose oart bad been hired by Ben Limber, 
madlfyiis appearance in the room. He was a strong 
busijp fellow ; and by his stalwart limbs, his broad 
shouldeA and capacious chest, seemed quite capable 
of carrying the package without ^ny assistance. 
Therefore, when Mr. Bealby lent his succour, the 
carter did not complain of the weighty although the 
Burker was assuredly not the lightest individual in 
existence. 

” You see,” said Bealby, as they descended the 
stairs, ” the box containing this mummy is lined 
with tin, — which makes it heavy ; for I don't sup- 
pose the mummy itself weighs above half a dozen 
pounds, wrappers and all.” 

”Lord bless you, sir! the weight’s nothing,” re- 
sponded the oarter. ” If you worked in Common 
Garden, aa I do|, and bad to carry a vaggin-load of 
taters, or cabbages, or what not, upon your shoulders 
at times when unloadin' the marltot-carts, you 
wouldn’t talk about this here package being 
heavy.” 

* “Well, I am glad you do not complain, ” said 
Mr. Bealby; “and if you are very careful in the 
business^ and don’t disturb this green baize at all, 
or let the air get into the box, you shall have an 
•xtra crown for your trouble.” 

This assuranoe greatly delighted the oarter | and 
he resolved by his oarefulness to win the present 
which. was thus promised. The front door wae 
opened: the crowd had by this time dUpersed, 
with the impreseion that there wae nothing more to 
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see; and *Mr. Bealby had the eupreme eatisfaolioa 
of beholding the peekage eafely consigned to the 
eart. 

“Bo you mean to go with usP” he haetUy de- I 
mended of Mr. FoesUton* 

“To be cure r reeponded the erohmologist, who | 
would not for the world loce eight of the preeioue 
objeot which had already ooet him eo much trouble. 

“ Then jump up I be quiek about HI” laid Mr. 
Bealby ; ” and let ns be off— ev elao wo shall have 
more loiterers ooUeoting in tho hope of behol^g 
another accident.” * 

The oart drove away t and Mr. Bealby began to 
breathe more freely. He had suooeedod in getting 
the Burker out of hie house ; and this wae a mdst 
important aohievement after all the adveree oiream- 
stanoes whioh had ooourred. For ho knew perfectly 
well that if it ware discovered that he had har- 
boured the escaped murderer, he would have drawn 
down upon his own head the vengeanoe of the law. 
How the Burker might presently extricate himself 
f|om the embarrassing position in whioh he would 
be plaeed, when FoMiUap should proeeed to take 
off the green baiie wra^ar,— was a subjsot of com- 
parative indiffiepenoe with Mr. Bealby : for he was 
resolved in his own mind not to return to hie 
lodging until by some meane or another he should 
be satiilied that thd adventure issued in a way 
which was not likely to compromise himself. 

Mr. Fossilton'e house in Tavistook Square wu 
reached in safety. The old gentleman was a baohe- 
lor : he kept but two servants^— one being a cook, 
who was more ancient, more blind, and more deaf 
than himself— the other being a country girl who 
acted as housemaid, and who being inexperienoed 
in London life, wes devoid of any impertinent curi- 
osity. There was a side-eutranoe t<t Mr. Fossilton’a 
abode; and it wae here that tba oart halted. * The 
package was safely conveyed into « room on the 
ground floor, whioh seqred as the arohmologist’s 
museum 1 the oarter was liberilly remunerated 
according to promise— Mr. Bealby lost not an in- 
stant in taking himself off— and Mr. F^ilton was 
now left alone with the baiae-oovered psokage^ 
which had been deposited upon the floor in &e 
middle of the room. 

First of all looking the door, so that he might 
not be disturbed by tho entrance of any of those 
arohmological frjpndo who were in the habit of fre- 
quently dropping in to disouse the very interesting 
and useful subjeotf to whioh they so wieely devoted 
the whole attention and businesc of their lives^— 
Mr. Fossilton took a knife and prooeaded deli- 
berately to out the oords whioh retained the green 
baize so closely wrapped round the glass oise. Then 
ba took a pair of scissors^ and began to rat away 
the green baise from the top ; because, ineimuoh 
as it woe folded two or three times round the euie^ 
he would have had to lift the oeae itself to remflve 
the baise unless he adopted this shorter and eerier 
plan of cutting it« Ho ^es very careful in the 
operation, for fear of breaking the glass lidt en^ 

•• the reader will comprehend, when he had out one 
fold lengthways, he had to do preeisely the same 
to each suoeessive layer of the enveloping cloth. 
Proceeding thus deliberately, Mr. Fossilton did not 
ohoose to take a peep into the eeee until the pfopn 
moment should arrive^ when he could at qpo glaM 
emhraoe the entire oontents thereof. He did not 
wirii to antieipate the pleaeuie which be flattered 
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hinisoU' ho Vtts about to enjoy. TIiuh, slowly aud jingo, I'Jl do for you 1 —1*11 cook your goose IQ * 
gradually did he prosecute his work, in u methodical . jiffoy V* 

manner, until the last fold of (he wrapper was out \ Thus apeakiog, he at the same instant snatohod 
through, and the whole of tliu buiae fell away from ! up an old rusty aword which lay upon ta shelf close 
the lid of the box ! * ! at hand, and which was supposed to hnyo been the 

** Bear mo !*’ ejaculated Mr. Foasilton : and ho . one wielded by Edward the First at the Battle of 
peered in mingled astonishment and dismay over Falkirk or at least, such was the assurance given 
the object which now met his view. ''This is very some time ago by Mr. Bealby n^en he sold tUo 
strange !— very strange indeed! Why— how— what curious weapon to its pretent owner. 

—eh P" j “ What would ^ou do, unhappy man P’* asked 

It certainly did not look libo a mummy. The > Fossilton, trembling with mingled alarm and 
dress was wiiite ; there was a sort of turban on the | horror. Yon would not murder me P No— no 
head— the complexion of the individual was quite — you— you— you— would not mur— ur— ur— dor 
dac k —there was a moustache upon the lip. Surely me P’* 

this was no mummy P And yet what else could it ** No, not df you keep quiot 1** responded the 
boP The eyelids were closed:— motionless as the Burker. '*l*m sis innoceht as a young lambkin 
dead lay the Barker ! , which skips in the fields when folks let me 

Mr. FosHiUoii stooped lower down, and looked ^one.^ 
closer and closer into the case— or rather, we ** But who are you P what does all this moan ?** 
should say, through tho glass lid. If this were a asked theliewildered Fossilton. ** You are dressed | 
mummy it was the most extraordinary one^ as well like a Lascar — but you speak English— if not ex- 
as the freshest, he had ever seen. Had Bealby d^- aotly with the purity of Bunyau's style, at all 
peived him? No : this wB scarcely possible ; be- events with a certain facility—'* 
cAuse he had given him back his money— ho had ** Lea^o Corn and Bunion to theirselves,'* said 
left himself at his mercy in respedt to payment— the Burker : "and now just listen to me. There 1 
everything seemed quite honourable, straightfor- you*d better sit down again, air— you're all over in 
ward, and proper on that individual's part. Ah ! a tremble and quiver— and shivery shakey like— 
a sudden thought struck Mr. Fossilton. Mr. come, sit down, I say-^^ye hear P It’s no use 
Bealby had prepared for him a great surprise ! your keeping near this door." 

How kind of Bealby !— how good of him ! Doubt- "Well, well— what do you wantP who aro you? 
loss it was some wondrous novelty in the sphere and what does all this mean P** inquired the archss- 
of what we may term Mummy ism, which through ologist, whose mingled bewilderment, terror and 
the agency of that same excellent Mr. Bealby bad dismay defy all power of description, 
now fallen into his hands ! Enraptured with the " Now there's no use in shuffling about with the 
thought, Mr. Fossilton ojpened the glass oose, and question," said the miscreant : and planting him- 
was in the act of stretching forward his hand to self opposite the miserable arohssulogist, who had 
touch tho countenance of the supposed mummy,— again sank down into a chair, he added in a cool 
when tho Burker suddenly opened bis eyes and independent manner, " 1 suppose you've hoord . 
raisiKl himself up to a sitting posture ! tell of one Mr. Barnes, better knowd as the Bur- 

It was not exactly terroV which seised upm Mr. ker P" ^ 

Fossilton .* it was a general stupefaction— a para- " Good heavens ! the murderer P" ejscuU^teil 
lysis of the senses, whioh, without absolutely de- Fossilton faintl/. «. 

priviiig him of bis consciousness, made him sink " Well— you may call him that if you like," 

down upon a seat and gase through his gre^n proceeded the Ailfian : " but here bo stands in his 
spectacles, as well as open-mudthed, upon this ox- own precious identity afore you. Not another 
traordinory proceeding. word, old genelman 1 — dare to cry out, and I " 

" Don't be afeard, old genelman : I ain't agoing split your head open 1 There now 1 be quiot, like 
to eat you," said the Barker, as he\iow endea- a good old man— and no harm will happen. Vto 
vourod to rise up completely frofik the interior of going to take my leave of you in a few minutes ; . 

the case : but the task was a diflicult one, his limbs and I don't think the parting will be worry dis- » 
being horribly cramped. " Well, I’m blowod if tressing for either of us." | 

this herA ain’t pleasant— cuss it I" Mr. Fossilton looked as if he entertained pro- ( 

Mr. Fossilton groaned— but did not move one cUely the same view, and as if the spue<lior the ' 
hair'a-breadth more than if he had been a veritable separatbn took place, the better he should be ' 

statue, or one of his own petrifactions placed in pleased. | 

that chair. ^ "Now you see, my fine old feller," continued I 

" Well, I'm sniggered if thiAiin't a pretty job 1" Barney " it won't do for you to say a single word 
ountinued the Burker, growling savagely ; " to about this here business i 'cos why, if you gives 
get one's legs ns palsied as if they was frosen- information, and if I'm took on account of il^ I 
blow me, it beats tho gallows— beats it hollow!" shall worry coolly say that you was in the trick 

Here Mr. Fostilton/hbrupfly Seised with the with Bealby to get ms out of my trouble, but that ' 
terrifying effect of a complete and utter revulsion you grtev wards turned roiiod upon me, 'cos why I 
of feelings, sprang from hit seat and darted towards didn't oome up to the mark tnthecash department." 
the door, the sense of sudden and frightful dahger " Good heavens 1 #hat a distressing position for 
to whi^ be thus became exposed, acted like gal- a man likS me to be plused in moan^ the misa* 
Tanisoh WM tbs Barker ; and rushing after tho rable arobmologist, gising way to his lamontatioiit. 

arohNotoSa^ he grasped him violently by tho " Miserable positim 1 miserable, miserable 

arja/^^ " ifoi a bfcon^t!" repliad tho Barker. -"AU 

^ Sold your tongue 1— don't erj out— donft aay ‘ tou've got to do ia to hoU yoitt tongue— and no« 
e Megto word I” • growled tho Burker : ^or by | body wu bo the wiser/' 
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Well-^1 won’t nay a word— don’t be afraid— very apacioue, bat gonteel in its exterior— eommo- 
but for heaven’s sake go !” said Mr. Foseilton dlous and beautifully appointed internally. It 
imploringly Gk) 1 and I will forget that you stood in the midst of a well laid-out garden, in 
have ever been here— that 1 have ever scon you. which there were hot-houses and conservatories: 
But if this isn’t the last time that 1 bargain for while the occupation of a groom who was engaged 

mummies ” in washing *a handsome carriage of thn descrip- 

” To be sure I You’ll know a trick worth two tion known as a clorenee, seemed to proclaim that 
of that,” ejaculated the Barker, with a chuckling the occupant of the villa must be in very easy cir- 
laugh. ’’Nowjist let me sit down and writes cumstances. And such was the cose: for thin 
bit of a note— and then rll take myself off.” beautiful suburban residence was the one to which 


The miserable orchsBologist pointed to a table on Madame Angelique had retired about a week back, 
which there were writing materials : the Barker after having brokdh up her establishment in ouo 
coolly seated himself, and proceeded to commit a of the fashionable quarters of London, 
few lines to paper. Though the billot was short. It was about the hoar of noon— and Madame 
yet the process of writing it was somewhat a tedious Angelique was reclining upon the sofa in* a 
one, inasmuch as Barney was a very indifferent beautifully furnished parlour, with a number of 
penman; and thus, during the ten minutes he was Frenoh newspapers and Fashion-books scattered 
engaged with has correspondence, Mr. Fossilton around her. She was dressed in an elegant 
sate in a perfect agony of dread and horror. To dishabillde, which however would have rather be- 
be there with a murderer— there with one who come a young lady of between twenty and thirty 
might suddenly turn round and murder him— the than an elderly dame of about fifty. But then 
thought was hideous! The poor archasologist’s brain she wore it with such an exquisite Parisian 
was in a perfect whirl ; and he bitterly repented coquetry— and the beautiful French cap so com- 
his dealings with Mr. Bealby. But tbp Burker pletely concealed the talse front which Madame 
really had no intention of harming the old man : Angelique worp— the rouge and the pearl-powder, 
he saw that it was eaay to intimidate him, and toe, were so artistically laid on — the brilliant set 
that the effect of this intimidation would not of teeth looked so perfectly natural, and did such 
speedily wear off. • infinite credit to tife Parisian dentist who made 

The note waa concluded: it was folded up— them,— that Madame Angelique might certainly 
sealed— and duly addressed to the personage for have passed herself off as being ten years younger 
whom it was intended'; and the Burker secured it than she really was. 

about his person. Then rising from his seat, ho A loud knock at the door presently made her 
surveyed himself in a looking-glass; and he felt lay aside the French Fashion-hook which she was 
convinced that his present disguise of a Lasear reading at the moment : for though she had given 
was, if anything, more perfect than even that of a up her trade of milliner, together with the more 
» Jew which he bad so recently worn. questionable one which she had conjointly carried 

’’Bow, you understand, old genolman,” he said, on, —yet she continued to experience a lively 
*. turning towards the archasologist, ” the conditions cariosity in everything which regarded the newest 
on which we separate. You hold your tongue modes for ladico’ apparel. The window of tho 

I about mo— and 1 shall hold my tongue about you. parlour in which she gas seated, commanded a 

I Bu^f so te you take any step to put the police view of the projecting portico of her villa- 

i on, ^y trade, I’il tell such a pac|c*oflieB when residence: so she ruse from her seat, and just 

'I'di.ougilT up before the beak^ 88 "’shall get you peeped between the muslin curtains to who tho 
I' lagged— that’s transported, 1 for bar- vjfitur might be. 


bouring a chap in my position. Bo now you know. 
Is it a bargain — or is it not P” 


” Sbadbolt 1” shg half-ejaculated ; and an ex- 
pression of annoyance flitted over her ccunte- 


” It is! it is!” replied the trembling arcbm- nance. ’’This roan will prove an extortioner,” 
ologist. ” Heaven knows I want to wash my she oontinupd, musing to lierself : ” T see that he 


hands of this business 1 There, there, my good will — if 1 let bipi. But 1 must cxtricato myself 

man not my good man— -my mao, I mean from his clutches. Nevertheless, the fellow has 

anything you like to call yourself there’s hitherto beqn useful ” 


a five pound note for you— and pray take 
yourself off!” 


At this moment the parlour door was thrown 
open; and a neatly attired, coquetish-looking 


” Xhank’ee kindly, sir,” rei^ionded the Burker, female-servant, with very pretty features, duly an- 
who beheld in this little incident an additional nounced Mr. Sbadbolt. This individual wai 
proof of Mr. Fussilton’s utter timidity and of his dressed in what both himself and his tailor meant 
anxiety to hush up the matter as soon as possible, to be the very exirmno of fashion : but the natural 
” Good bye, sir.” vulgarity of the min marred all tho effect which 

Thereupon the Burker unlocked the door, issued exquisitely cut garments would otherwise have 
from the room, lot himself out by the side entrance, produced. Ho wore p profusion of jewellery : in- 
• and gained tho street. deed it would seovi as qf he had studied every 

possible means of crowding gold chains and other 
* trinkets about his person. He affected a half* 

rakish, half-jaunty air, as if he were perfectly 
CHAPTEB CXIX. satisfied with the style inWhioh he was thus play- 

ing— or ahai: we say qptng the West End gentle- 

RESFBCTABIllTT. monP 

’’Well, my desr madam,” he said, throwing 
Tin seene now shifts to a yeij etegvnt suburban himself upon the sofa, near the retired milliner, 
residenee on Brizten Hill. It was a villa— not ”how do you get on in your new abode P” 
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** Htf ing onij been here a few daja," responded 
Madame Angelique, " I cannot as yet say much 
about it I but 1 bare Cferj reason to believe that 
I shall like it/* 

**Well, I think I am a little too early for 
lunch," said Mr. Shadbolt, taking sa gold watch 
from his pocket : so we will have a little chat 
upon business before the tray is brought up." 

" What husiness ran you have to talk to me 
upon P' inquired Madame Angelique. ** Kow that 
those girls are fully disposed of—’* 

"Ahl was not all that capitally managed P" 
ejaculated Shadbolt, with a loud hilarious laugh. 
"That was my idea— and it was I also who found 
Certwright to carry out the businesi.** • 

"Yes— there is no denying that the affair was 
capitally managed," said Madame AngeKque. 
«But " 

" Ah 1 Cartwright is a clever fellow— is he not F" 
proceeded the visitor. " In some respects he beats 
honest Ike Shadbolt. Only think of that young 
fool Augustus Softly marrying ArmantCkio, and 
being so eager to display the certificate to Carl* 
wright the next time he called—" 

" Well, Armantine is excellently provided for— 
at least for the present," observed Madame An- 
gelique. "She will of course ruin Softly in pro- 
cess of time—** 

"Ohl that’s a matter of course!" ejaculated 
Shadbolt, with another hilarious laugh. "But 
I’m sure I don’t know which to admire most,— 
the way in which Cartwright managed with that 
fool Softly in respect to Armantine— or the man- 
ner in which he dealt with old Lord Wenham in 
respect to Eglantine. At all events we have done 
well for the two girls. Armantine is married to 
an Honourable— Eglantine to a Lord. And as 
for Linda— she is happy enough with Cartwright 
' himself. Ah! but you should have seen that 
miserable fellow Choker's countenance when I per- 
' sonated Mr. Downy of* the firm of Catohilat, 

I Sharply, Bumrig, and Co, " 

' "1 have no doubt of it," said Madame An- 

gelique, rather impatiently: "but we have dis- 
cussed all these subjects before." * 

"Tes— and we have divideefthe spoil too," ex- 
diimed Mr. Shadbolt with a laugh. "I must 
say that Armantine came down very handsome 
with five hundred pounds the momebt she had 
married Softly— and Eglantine wKh five hundred 
also when she became L^y Wenham. But it was 
also generous on our part to let Cartwright keep 
all be gbt by Linda for himself,— you and me re- 
maining content with five hundred apiece— the 

very identical sums we got from the girls 1 

suppose we roust now call them the Hon. Mrs. 
Softly and Lady Wenham. Nothing like speaking 
respectfully of ladies in high condition 1"— and 
again Mr. Isaac Shadbolt laughed hilariously. 

" And you have made a good use of your share 
of the money, as well a*, 'of all the other little 
emoluments you have d^ved from your acquaint- 
ance with me /'—and as Madame Angelique thuf 
spoke, she slowly surveyed the well-dressed, gem- 
Mlacned person of Mri' Shadbolt. 

"To be sure, to be sure!" said this individual, 
comj^acently playing with the watch chain which 
fsatmed ovpr his silk waistcoat. "But now to 
businem 1 It la my intention to make hay while 
the can shines— strike while the iron is hot t that 

9 


is the invariable maxim of honest Ike Shadbolt 
—and it is one to be followed by all sensible 
people P" 

" What do you mean P" asked Madame Ange- 
lique. "Of course you cannot suppose—’’ 

" That I am to prey upon your purse P" inter- 
rupted Mr. Shadbolt. " Certainly not 1 Ah ! you 
see that I understood what was passing in your 
mind. But come— don’t be alarmed!— it is all 
fair and above-board. Do you not recollect tbat 
when you were going to give up the millinery 
establishment, I said I would put you up to 

making a little money in other ways ’’ 

" 1 recollect perfectly," answered Madame An- 
gelique: "but I thought when we had accom- 
plished all those things in respect to Arman tiue. 

Eglantine, and Linda *' 

"That my inventive genius was exhausted? 
Nothing of the sort ! It only shows how little 
you really know of honest Ike Shadbolt. Bless 
you, my ^ar madam I I am up • to a trick or two i 
I ean assure you :*’— and he winked most know- i 
iDgly. 

" Well, what do you mean P" asked the French- 
woman fmpatiently. " I wish you would come to 
the point." 

" During your time," proceeded Mr. Shadbolt, 

— "I mean while you |iave been in business, you 
have been enabled to oblige countless numbers of 
great and wealthy persons, both male and female. 

1 mean, in plain terms, that many lords, ladies, 
and gentlefolks, have seen the interior of your 
private rooms at the fashionable establishment 
which you have just given up— — ohP" 

" To be sure," said Madamo Angelique. " And 
what then P— what do you mean mo to undnr- 
stand— " 

"You shall soon see," continued her visitor; 
"and then you will form a still higher opinion of 
your obedient humble servant, Isaac Shadbolt, 
Esquire. Pleaie to listen attentively. AtH>^'iis 
fashionable house of your’s there have been wives 
who did not cCr.''^ there to meet their hua^ ancu— 
and there have been unmarried ladies who did not 
afterwards maiVy the lovers whom they met there, 
but who have eiooe been conducted to the altar by 
credulous ones who little suspected their antece- 
dents. Ib not all this true ?" 

"Very true,** responded Madame Angelique. 

"And now I lee what you are driving at ’’ 

" Stop I let me finish, and we will debate upon 
the subject. You must be aware, with a little re- 
flection, that in having accommodated so many 
different ladies and gentlemen, you established 
everlasting claims upon their gratitude— and which 
claims, my dear madam," added Shadbolt signi- 
ficantly, " they will not dare to ignore. I tell you 
what you roust do. J ust make out a list of soma 
ten or a dosen of the ladies who are thus indebted 
to you, so that we may hold a committee of ways 
and means and vote the amount which each lady 
ie to contribute to our treasury. Then I tell you 
hew we’H mansge it. You shall write a sweet 
pretty little note— pink paper— scented-folded 
into three-cornered shape— and all that sort of 
thing ; and you will say in eaoh note something to 
the following effeot * Madame Angelique, having 
retired from businecs, respectfully solicits the ear- 
liest convenient settlement of Lady So-atid-8o*i 
aeoount— 474f., at per biU deliver^. Madams 
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in^elique begi to add that sho has placod her 
outstanding acoounts in tho bands of Mr. Isaac 
Shadbolt, who will care her ladyship the trouble 
of sending to Brixton llill, by personally waiting 
on her ladyship at So>aud>Su Mansion.*— There 1 
what do you think of that?'* exclaimed Bhadbolt 
triumphantly. 

" None of these ladies owe me anything at all/* 
responded Madame Angeliqae: **they have all 
paid me ” 

** 1 know that very well," said Shadbolt; *'and 
you know equally well that it has nothing to do 
with the case. You write tho* billets—let me take 
them— and you will eery soon see if in every in- 
stance I do not obtain the money. If any indig- 
ifktion is shown, I shall very soon give the fair 
ones to understand that it is a bribe for your 
Boeresy in respect to their former doings at your 
house. In short, it is a genteel and pleasant little 
roiide of extortion which they cannot possibly re- 
sist.” 

Mudamo Angolique reflected for some moments j 
and then she said, "I would rather not do it^ | 
much rather not." 

"Oh, 1 understand r* cried her wiaitor <.petu« 
Untly; "you have not aufliciei^ noofldence in 
honest Ike Shadbolt P you think tnat whan I once 
got hold of the money, I shall use the ‘last eyllable 
of my name— which means bolf. But ihere*« no- 
thing of the sort to be feared. Honour amongst 
—ahem ! I mean honour betwixt hladame An- 
gelique and honest Ike Shadbolt.*' 

" Still X would rather not,** answered the retired | 
milliner. 

" How ridiculous I** Maculated Shadbolt. " You 
know that you can trust me. Besides, giro 'me 
one little billet at a time ; and aa I bring back the 
cash to be divided, you can give me another.** 
"Tou do not understand my objection,'* said 
Madame Angeliqae. " The tnith is that my late 
business was nearly gettipg me into such serious 
trouble— os no one better knowi than yourself— 
that when I settled down here at this vlUa, 1 made 
up my iflind to lead a quiet life and .avoid every- 
thing that could possibly involve me in flifiicull'es 
for the future.’* , 

"But there is no chance of trouble in what 1 
I propone,” persisted Shadbolt. "The 'proceed- 

ing ” , 

"It is extortion— or attempted extortion— or 
whatever the English laws calls it," observed Ma- 
dame ^Vngelique. ^ 

" Not a bit of it ! Suppose, for instance, a lady 
doflns you— takes the high ground— says that she 
owes you nothing— that sho can produce your re- 
ceipts— and that she docs nut understand the 
nature of tho throats held out through mo ? Well, 
if we really see that the ganu can't be played in 
that quarter, an apology ronit be made. * Ma- 
dame Angelique prosents her irompUmeals to Lady 
So-and-So, and deeply rq^.^ts that a mistake 
should have been made^j^respret to her ladyship’s 
account, which was entirely owing to an erroneous 
entry in Madame Angelique's books ; but which 
is now completely rectiflid.*— What can be better 
than that?" j 

"This does indeed look feasible," said Madame 

AjDgelique i " but I will think over it there is 

BO tery for a day or two— 1 will let you 
l»ow«** 


" Good !'* said Shadbolt. "There is, as you say, 
no hurry in the matter. And now 1*11 ring for 
lunch." 

With that free*and'oasv, independent manner 
which characterised him, Mr. Isaac Shadbolt pulled 
the bell; and when the pretty maid eer want v«q- 
swered tho summons, be said, " Your mistress 
wants you to bring up lunch, my dear." 

" Yes, sir :**— and the gir^ was about to retire. 

" Stop one moment 1” exclaif jed Mr. Shadbolt. 
"Bring up everything io\i\ there is iu the lerder, 
BO that 1 can take my choice— and some bottled 

■tout— port and sherry, of course and I don’t 

mind having a glass or two of that fine old 
Madeira—** 

"Bring up the tray, Jano, as usual," said 'Ma- 
dame Augcliquo, thus addressing horsolf to the 
eeriant and cutting short her visitor’s multifarious 
orders. " Mr. Shadbult," sho continued, when tho 
maiil-senrant had withdrawn, “ 1 must beg of you 
to let nm^ke ihe mistress of my own house. You 
are very wrelcome to visit mo— and if we enter 
into that ibusineiB of which wo were just now talk- 
ing, it wlll^be naoessary that you should call fre- 
quently, But you must not usurp an authority 
within these wiaUs— you would compromise me 
seriously. Baay bear in mind that I have got an 

entirely new eat of eervants ^none of those that 

1 bad at .the other estallishmeut. All they know 
of me is that 1 am Madam 3 Angelique, the foshiou- 
able milliner, erho has retired from busincBs on a 
fortune—** 

" And quite enough for them to know ! De- 
pend upon it, my dear madam, you ehuU never bo 
.eompromisod by honest Ike Shadbolt." 

"1 hope not,” responded the Erenoh woman em- 
pbatioally, " There is not a soul in the neighbour- 
hood who suspects that there was anything wrong 
in that estabhsbmcnt of mine : the clergyman has 
already left bio card— ^two or three good familiee 
bewe likewise called—** 

" Then you will be giving a party bood,*’ ex- | 
•claimed Mr. B^dbolt : " and I shall be master of 
the eeremdniM.'' jBy tho bye, that is an**uneoia- 
'mon pretty giT];-*the parluur*maid, I mean—” 

" 1 hope you 'WiU not speak to her familiarly, 
nor look at her insolently,” said Madame Ango- 
lique, with grave and serious demeanour. 

" No, no, my dear madam !” responded Shad- 
belt. " I do not forget that yuu have grown re- 
spectable. Ah! it’s a capital thing to become 
respectable— and settle down in a respectable 
neighbourhood -and be visiied by respectable 
fnfuilies-aud go to the Protestant Church or tho 
Catholic Chapel in a respectable way on Sundays 

>Ah, by the bye i if 1 were you, my dear 

madam, I would oome tho ohurch-dodgo : there's 
nothing like the churob-dodge. Be sure to 
hire a pew— go to church regularly : and if you 
can snivel a little bit iu the middle of tho sermon— 
of ooureo oboosing the proper part— your respecta- 
bility is established.” 

Madame Angelique could not help smiliog at 
this tirade into which Mr. Isaac Shadbolt launched 
forth } and sho said, “ Well then, if you are so very 
anxious that 1 should keep myself respectable, 
pray do your best to keep up my respeotability. 
Don't call tho servant-girl my dear ** 

"Nor yet chuck her under the chin," added Mr. 
Shadbolt 
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*'Tou don’t mean to mj joa’vo done it P** 'cried 
the Frenchwoman in alarm. 

'*Dhne it P Oh, dear me, no! 'not for tho 
world ! Bosidci^ the girl ia too readj with her 
band in dapping ono'afkco-— »** 

" ^en you have taken* libertiea with her !** ex« 
cluinied Madame Angelique If ow really thiaii 
toi, bad ” 

I “Pray don’t cntiVtain ’ rach an cril opinion of 
, your devoted friend honest Ike Slmdbolt. t only 
meant that she looks liko a girl W'bo would sUp a 

; fellow's face But hush 1 mum 1— hero she is!” 

The lunch was accordingly brought in ; and it 
^‘(S DOW quite cdiiuug to observe the curious 
manner in which 31r. Shadbolt endeavoured to 
look grave, serious and wdi-couductod— pursing 
up his'moutli, and only furtively leering from the 
corner of lub eves at Madame AMgeltque and Jane 
to mark the cllVet which he produced. When the 
I pietty maid-servant hud retired, he indomnifiod 

! Li'iisclf for three ininuios* seriousness by five 

I nniiutcs’ laughter; and then he began to pay his 
respects to the cold chicken, tho ham, and the 
; jMrtdeira. • 

Talking nlxiut respectability,'' continued Mr. 

Shadbolt, ** I highly approve of your determination 
to maintain that respcctubility here. People in a 
certain class of life can't got^n without it. Take 
your grocer, fur instniiccf who all tho week has 
been selling sugar mixed with sand, sloe leaves fbr 
ton, cbichory for coffee, turmeric fur mustard, 
grou^il bones for arrow -root, and every other kind 
of abomination : but be goes to church on Sunday, 
nnd IS, of course, a most respectable man. It is 

Cho same with everything else 

, doubt," said Madame Aogclique, again 

smiling. 

j - “ But I tell you what I should advise you to do,” 

I resumed Shudboit. “Just send a twenty pound 
I note to^ some Missionary Society— that one of 

^ Choker’s, for instunco " 

^ “ Ifo— i nin not quite such a foolqTs pll that,” 

replied Mudame Aiigelique. “A* think I shall 
Cbtiiblish my respectability in this neighbourhood 
I on a very sure basis without any such ridiculous 
,• proceeding. By tho bye, 1 was going to ask 
I you ” 

“Ask me anything, my dear madam,” inter- 
I jeeted Shadbolt, “except to give up this bottle of 
. Madeira until 1 have sent the last glass of it down 
I my throat.” 

“ I was going to ask you who that Captain 
I Cartwright really is, that you introduced to me, 
and who managed those affairs so admirably ?” 

“ ile really was once a Captain in the army,” 
replied Shadbolt : “ but he sold out and ran 
through all his money. Then ho became a regulhr 
man upon tho town-living on his wits^ until a 
few years ago, when ho visited Paris ; and there 
lie got in gaol for debt. Afterwards he returned 
to* London, and became a secret spy of tho Home 
Offloe.” , 

“ What do you mean P” exclaimed Madame An- 
golique. “ A spy of the English Home Office P” 
she cried incredulously. 

“Yes, to be sure,” responded Shadbolt. “ If 
you ever read the newspapers, you will see thak 
every year twenty or thirty thousand pounds— 1 
forget exactly how mnoh— are voted fbr what is 
caltod Secret Service Money : and what do you 
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think secret service monef ii for except fbr the 
employment of spies and ait that sort ofthiogP 
Why, there'ii never a politioal maetiog held' by the 
working^lassee but what the aeoret* spies of go* 
vernment are fireeent ; and when anything very 
'strong or very seditiouf is said, the qries always 
cheer tfaedoudbat.”' 

“ Yon astonish me !” said Mhdame Angelique. 
“It’s nevertheless a fkot,”'replled Mr. Shadbolt: 
“and the reason's clear enough. THe government 
likes to give a certain, colour to she worhing*claas 
meetings, bocauso it frightens the middle-dassos 
and makes them stick oil the closer to the eristo- 
craoy.” ^ 

** To bo sure ! Now I understand f* said Ma* 
damo Angolique. “But this Captain .Cartwright 

of whom we were speaking 

“ lie got into disgrace somehow or another writh 
the government," continued Shadbolt: “I think it 
was for not swearing strong enough at a political 
trial some time back ; and so ho got his discharge. 
Them he took to living on his wits again ; and so 
tho business we have lately put into his hand has 
been a splendid windfall for him.” 

While thus discf ursing, the luncheon progressed | 
and when Madame Angoliquq had imbibed three 
or four glasses of tha fipe old Madeira, she began 
to feel loss antipathy towards Shadbolt than she 
was wont to experience at times when she was not 
I under any artificial influence. The idea strength- 
I ctiod in her mind that though she already possessed 
riches, she might as well double their amount ; 
and that as cireumstanoes had thrown in her way 
so willing an instrument as this man, she might 
just as well render him still more useful. Accord* 
ingly, aftor having partaken of another glass, 
Madame Angolique said, “Well, Mr. ShadboU, 
everything considered, I mean to adopt the pro- 
posal you made to me just now.” 

“ 1 knew you would,” rApondod this individual, 
who, during a brief pause in the discourse, had 
been making immense inroads upon the corpqstibles 
as well as upon tho fluids. “The sooner wo make 
a bci^nning, the better." 

Madame Angelique^reflected for a few minutoai 
and after enumerating several names in her own 
mind, she at length stopped at one the recollection 
of which appeared td give her great satisfaction. 

“Yes— this is a«are card,” she said, now giving 
audible expression to her thoughts. “ You have 
nothing to do«but present the note, which I will 
immediately write.” 

“ And who is the lady P” asked Mr. Shadbolt. 
Madame Angelique did not respond to the ques- 
tion: but placing herself at a writing-table near 
the window, she penned a note. 

“Now, Mr. Sbadbo^,” she said, when she had 
folded, sealed, and aruressed tho billet; “if yon 
think you are sober on^gh, after all that wine, to 
conduct the business pr^My, you may at once set 
about making your fiAt exp^iment. Balham Hill 
is at no great distance : you can find some vehicle 
to take you thither—” 

“I will' proceed on tfaii lypston at once,” ex- 
claimed Mr. Shadbolt, vhidMgs eager to b<*gin. 
“As fbr being sober enoa|j0|p'more I drink tho 
better fitted Tarn fbrbatmHP* 

Thus speaking, hr lOOOBw ‘ tho note from tht 
Frenchwoman's hand ; and oorveyod the address. 

“ Lady Anastatia Laihaili,” mid, Mr. Shadbolt 


180 


THs mrsTiBzas ov thb oovbt. 


•mnining tht aoto with a oritical eye. ** Very 
prettily written— Moontely folded— the paper of 
a neat pale pink— the aeal delicate and well form 'd 
— Juct aneh a billet aa is worthy to be borne by so 
polished a gentleman as honest Ike Shadbolt.** 

With these words he stuck his W airily and 
jauntily upon one side of his head ; and pausing 
at the luncheon-table for a few moments to toss off 
another glass of wine, he took his departure. 

Madame Angclique resumed her reading of the 
French papers and fashion-books for some little 
while, until she thought it ti&ie to ascend to her 
dressing-room and perform her toilet : for she was as i 
yet in deshabillde. In the meanwhile the carriage 
whs ordered to be gotten in readiness to take her 
out for a drive: but it occurred that when she 
herself was dressed, the equipage was not quite 
prepared for her reception. Madame Angelique 
accordingly strolled in the little garden which 
separated the villa from the main road ; and as she 
was passing by the gate, she perceived a person 
whom she took to be a poor Lascar sailof; walking 
slowly along. J ust at that instant an open car- 
riage, filled with ladies, was approaching from a 
short distance; and Madame Aqgelique's quick 
eye at once recognised them as a genteel family 
dwelling in the neighbourhood, and who occupied 
the pew next to her own at church. But this 
family had not called upon Bladame Angelique ; 
and the ez-milliner was very anxious to win their 
good opinions. Here therefore was an oppor- 
tunity to display her charity i here was an occasion 
to prove that if she posses^ wealth she knew how 
to use it for the relief of her suffering fellow- 
creatures. Pausing at the gate, she beckoned the 
Lascar to approach,— at the same time that she 
drew forth hvr purse. 

'^You seem to be suffering very much from 
fatigue, my poor man," she said, speaking in Eng- 
lish, and holding a half-c^wn over the gate at the 
very instant that the carriage with the ladies rolled 
past. ^ 

The Lucar only shook his head— but said no- 
thing. Madame Angelique then addessed himv in 
French : but still no reply -«and only a shake of 
the head. She gave him the money : but as he 
took it, it struck her that a more savage, sinister- 
looking rascal she had not seen fon a very long 
time. He made an awkward bqw, and continued 
his way. Madame Angelique's carriage was now 
in readiness; and she rode forth fof bar airing. 
She had not proceeded very far when a gentleman 
on horseback rode hastily past the carriage, pro- 
ceeding in the same direction which the equipage 
itself was taking. The ex-milliner at once recog- 
nised the Duke of Marehmont, though it did not 
seem as if the nobleman hiouelf wos aware whose 
dashing turn-out he was thfis passing. He was 
unattended by any ^oom ; Madame Angelique 
said to herself, " His Graf bent on some mis- 
chief, m be bound 1-^.^elM he would not be thus 
alone. Doubtless he u after some fair oneP Ah, 
he will miss my assistance and intervention in 
sudh matters— M will n great many other persons 


likewiMl" 


( 


The carriage having proceeded for about three 
miles along the main r^, turned into a lane^ so 
that by a curcuitous route it might regain the 
villa, — thereby diversifying the excursion, and 
epabting Madame Angelique to enjoy the freshness 


of the breeie that was wafted through the foHago 
of the shady lanes along which the equipage was 
now proceeding. All of a sadden the carriage 
passed a spot where Madame Angelique caught 
sight of the Lascar whom she had relieved, and 
who was now talking to a gentleman on horseback. 
This horseman she also recognised he was the 
Duke of Marehmont. * 

The ex-milliner was sfr.uoE'oyfthe singularity of 
the circumstance. Neither the Lascar nor the 
Duke had recognised herself as the equipage swept 
by; and she had distinctly heard the Lascar 
speaking at the moment — though what he was 
saying she could not distinguish. To herself he 
had been unable— or at least had affected to be un- 
able to speak either English or French : whereas 
with the Duke of Marehmont he was now in dis- 
course. And then too, could it be possible that 
the Duke was merely inspired by charitable motives 
to stop and talk to the manP— was he after all 
riding about that neighbourhood for his pleasure, 
without any settled purpose P— and was the meet- 
ing with this Lascar as purely accidental, as casual, 
and as, aimless, as it might have been with any 
other beggar. No : Madame Angelique was per- 
fectly convinced that such was not the case. 
What, then, could it all mean P She was bewil- 
dered— she was lost in copjeoture : her cariosity 
was excited— but she had vo means of gratifying it. 

It was verging towards five o’clock when this 
little incident took place : the drive was nearly at 
an end— and the villa was at no groat distance. 
The equipage was nearing the point whore the lane 
turned into the main road,— when the sounds of 
a galloping* horse were heard ; and in a few mo- 
ments a riderless steed swept past. It came from 
behind— therefore from the same direction where 
the Duke and the Lascar had boon seen together i 
and what was more, Madame Angelique felt con- 
vinced that it was his Grace’s horse which she had 
just beheld. 

The carria^ stopped — the footman leaped down 
from his Beat'n9\| to the coachman— anif coming 
up to the win(|ow, he said, “ 1 fear, ma'am, there’s 
been some accident. It strikes me it was the 
horse of that gentleman whom we saw in the 
lane " 

** The very same idea struck me I" said the ex- 
milliner. " Let us go back as quick as possible ! 
— the unfortunate gentleman may have been 
thrown !’’ 

Madame Angelique— being impressed with the 
conviction that the Duke of Marehmont was en- 
gaged in some private business, most probably of 
a character which he would rather not have pryed 
and penetrated into— had forborne from mention- 
ing- his rank and her own knowledge of who he 
was. The equipage had to pass out into the road 
before it could turn to retrace its way along the 
lane; and this caused some little delay. But pre- 
sently it was returning in the direction whence it 
bad previously come: while Madame Angelique 
from th& windows, and the servants from the box, 
were looking out in expectation of beholding the 
thrown horseman. On went the equipage,- until 
at length ejaculations burst from the lips of the 
domestios on the box ; and in a few moments the 
carriage stopped at the very place where .the ex- 
milliner remembered to have seen the Duke and 
the Lascar talking together. 



Tffi immis or tri ooubt. 
ind there laj the Duke of Marehmont, etretohed 


upon the ground, eloee bj a gate againat which the 
Lascar was leaning when seen in discourse with 
his lordship. Down sprang the seirants from 
the box t and the ex-milliner alighted from the 
parriage. The Duke was found to be insensible i 
indeed at first thej thought he wu dead : but in 
a few minutes tli^/wortained that he was merely 
stunned. • 

This looks uncommon like a Tiolent blow, dealt 
with a bludgeon,'* said the footman, directing at- 
tention to the marks of a serere contusion upon 
the temple. 

There’s no doubt of itl'* said the coachman, j 
''That Lascar scoundrel must hare knocked the 
poor gentleman from his horse : because this is the 
very spot where we saw them talking just now— 
and it isn’t to be supposed that the horse threw 
the gentleman off all of a sudden before he had 
mofed on inch away from the place." • 

" Convey him into the carriage," said Madame 
Aogelique i "we have no meanfl of restoring himi 
here— we will take him to the villa." 

" And what about that rascally Lascar, ma’am P" 
Inquired the footman. 

*' What eofi be donef" said Madame Angelique. 
" The fellow is doubtless at some distance by this 

time Besides, our first consideration is for this 

gentleman-—" * 

" He looks a person of distinction," observed the 
footman, as he assisted the coachman to convey 
the inanimate form of the Duke into the car- 
riage. 

" Now make haste home I" said Madame Ange- 
lique, as she settled herself inside in such a way 
as to sustain the head of the unconscious March- 
mont. 

The domestics sprang up to the box; and the 
lane happened fortunately to be at this part wide 
enough for the equipage to turn. It proceeded 
rapidly along towards the villa ; imd in the mean- 
while Madame Angelique did hf^ hltst to recover 
the Duke by fanning his rfuntenance with her 
kerchief. His chest began toeheave— slowly at 
first— then with more rapidly consecutive convul- 
sions s bis painful gaspings appeared to be bring- 
ing back the vital breath, and setting the respira- 
tory functions to work. He opened his eyes for 
a moment— but closed them again, — evidently 
without having comprehended where he was, nor 
who was with him. 

In a few minutes his lips began to waver ; and 
he murmured some words. They were incoherent, 
save and except in reference to one word— and that 
was a name— the name of his long-lost brother 
Bertram ! Madame Angelique listened with the 
suspenseful curiosity of one who expected* to hear 
something more, and who had a sort of vague pre- 
sentiment that it would be of importance,— though 
without at all anticipating what its natim might 
be, or why she should have that impression. Her 
eyes were intently fixed upon the Dqke’s counte- 
nance— whioh was very pale. His own eyes were 
closed I the mark of the oontusbn, airi of abrasion 
likewise, was now more plainly visible than at 
first t it was evidently the result of a urj fierce 
and savage blow whioh bad deprived the Duke of 
oofisoiousness— and moat probably, as the domes- 
tics bad surmised, knocked him flm his horse. 

Again was there a wavering of the lips t again 


181 

did he give utterance to some words ; and though 
his speech oontinued inoohereot, yet were the 
words themselves audible as well as intelligible. ; 
Madame Angelique started i feelings of mingled I 
wonderment dismay, and horror seised upon her; I 
and the very expression whioh they gave to her ! 
countenance, suddenly congealed as it were there, t 
—remaining fixed and rigid upon her features. 
Her breath was suspend^ as she continued to ' 
listen with the profoundest, awfhllest interest. | 

Again the Dukp spoke,— his frame now writhing ' 
with the pangs which frequently aecompany re- > 
turning consciousness after a state of insensibility ; j 
and at the same time too it appeared as if these | 
physical pains engendered mental ones, bledSing ! 
therewith in a strong convulsing agony. Under ' 
these Joint infiuences did the Duke continue speak- j 
ing— incoherently, but distinctly audible : and 
with increasing utoundment did Madame Ange- I 
lique listen. 

The end of the lane was now reached; and | 
there it appeared that some man who was passing . 
had caught the riderless horse. The footman | 
from the box shouted forth instructions os to . 
whither the man was to lead the animal ; and the ; 
equipage continued its pay. The Duke was now | 
rapidly recovering; and by the time the carriage | 
reaoh^ the villa, he was sitting up, endeavour- ! 
ing to gather his recollections— and endeavouring * 
also to comprehend what was being said to him by 
Madame Angelique, whom as yet however he did 
not completely recognise. 

Though the ex-milliner had now regained her 
perfect self-possession,— yet if the Duke were com- 
pletely sensible, he could not have failed to perceive 
that there was a sense of appalling wonderment 
in her soul— visible even teneath the gloss of 
oomposure which she now wore. She bad learnt 
a tremendous secret ; and she was studying to have 
the appearance of ono whose mind had not been 
disturbed beyond the excitement which might 
naturally be supposed to have ari^n from the 
adventure itself. Just as the oamaj;e drove up 
Ho the front door of the villa, the Duke recognised 
who his oompaiiion was; and this recognition 
seemed to give a sudden impulse to his intellect 
generally. 

He wos assisted from theequipa^; and leaning- 
on the footman's arm, he walked into the parlour. 
The man who had caught his horse was dismissed 
by Madame Angelique with a liberal gratuity r 
and the animal itself was consigned to the stable. 
The Duke was deposited upon a sofii i some refresh- 
ing beverage was administered ; and as be was now 
completely sensible, Madame Angelique gave him 
to understand— without being obmrv^ by the do- 
mestics present-|that his name and rank need not 
be revealed nnlas he thought fit. He made a sign 
to the eflbct thb it would be better to observe 
caution on the poO^j^ud Madame Angeflque soon 
found an oppottunit^f dismissing the footman 
I and Jane from the apartment, on the plea that the 
gentleman was rapidly recovering. 

The ex-milliner and the Duke weec now alone 
together. The formey explained how she herself 
hid relieved the Lascar, who most unaccountably 
affected to be unable to comprehend her— how she 
hod seen that man and the Duke in conversation 
together— and how the spectacle of the riderless 
horse had induced her to turn back towards the 
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•pot where Marchmont. had baen disooTered in a 
avnaeleia condition. But l^daine ADf^eliquO'inade 
not tho s)ig)iteit alluiion to the word* whiohv the 
Duke had lo anooneeiouilp upokon in tbo carriagei 
when graduellj atouiiog from a state p£ insanii* 
kility. 

**The £Mt is/* said the Duke, after he had ox- 
pressed his thanks to the ex«millioer for all her 
kindness, as well as for the prudential caution 
which she had used in respect to his name, ** I 
Cook out my purse lo give that ruffian relief— in 
the twinkling of nn eye did he knock me from my 
horse— 1 reueniberoJ nothing more until 1 found 
lajielf seated by \our side in the carriage. My j 
purse) my watch, my rings are gone— *’ ! 

** 1 fell assured }ou had been robbed,'* said. Ma- 
dame Aogelique, when in the carriage 1 noticed 
that there was uol any jewellery about your per^ 
eon. But tell mo, my lord'— was there not somo- 
(hitig strange obout that man — that viilanous- 
looking Lascar f " 

*' There might be/' said the Duke dryly. You 
have a beautiful place here— 1 intended to oome 
and call upon you — 1 did not exactly know 
whsre your habitation was situated — agd little did | 
I auspeot just now that 1 was paming my old friend | 
Madame Angeliquo’s carriage,** added hia G-raco, 
with a familiar smile. 

The ex-millijjor saw that the Duke did not wish 
to bo questioned in raspeot to the Lasoari and she 
therefore said not another word upon the subject. 
There were other topics which she also afoidod— 
although she might have touched upon them ; for 
the preaanoe of. the Duke had conjured them up 
to her memory. She might havo intimated her 
suspicion that ha waa.not altogether a stranger to 
the murderous attempt on the life of Sagoonoh at 
Bayswateri but Miulame Angelique beheld no 
utility in disousiiog suoh^maUersi and moreover 
ehe had bopedi when retiring ^rom her own equi- 
▼oeal avocations^ that ehe might entirely wash' her 
hands of all the perilous intriguea and maohioatione 
into wbioh she* hod at one time been< led by the 
Duka of Marchmont. 

'* 1 do not wish this little ofiair todieoome bruited 
abroad/’ said his Qraee, thus* alluding to hbad* 
venture with the ferocious Lascar. “ It is trouble- 
aoma to have the police sot to work— nnd aU that 
sort of thing.’* ^ 

“Ifothing need transpire/’ answered Madame 
Angelique : 1 will tell my domestics that you are 

a Mr, Cavendish— or Vitsberberi— or some other 
fashionable name— and tliatos youare immediately 
going on. the Continent, you do not think it worth 
while to delay your departure for the purpose of | 
causing a pursuit, wbioh perhaps may prove in- 
cfleotual, to be ioetUuted after the ruffian Lascar.** 

The Duke thanked liedame AiKeJique for her 
readiness in maaaging the matter jOeording to bit 
inolinatioD { and under* the nq*^' of Mr. Caven^ 
diob.be remmned to dine with^er. eBy about nine 
o'clock, in the evening bio Graee was io< perfectly ! 
recovered as to be enabled to mount liie>horse and 
ffida bameto Belgmva Squarev 

I i 


CMAPTEU OXX. 

TBE XiAXHAMS. 

Tsa scene' of this narrative shifts < to a< large and 
very handsome suburban mansion, sitnated at 
Balbam' Hill. This thriviow ^trict^ in a con- 
venient vicinage of the metD$olia, promises to be^ 
come completely fashionable, and to acquire a 
reputation on tbaS score equal to Clapbam. 

Tudor House — the mansion of which we are 
speaking — was situated in the midst of spacious 
grounds, whioh had however been too recently laid 
out for perfect beauty, but whioh were nevertheless 
Buflleienlly attractive. Indeed, it was quite evi- 
dent that no ozpenso had boon spared upon either 
the inansioii or the grounds, by Sir Jfredeiiok 
Latham, the o vner of the property. This gentle- 
man was abovt fifty years of uge— a partner in one 
of tlio most eminent mercantile firms in the City 
qf London ; aud he was ezeecdingly rich. Tho 
house to which ho belonged had enjoyed oppor- 
tunities of rendering, at various timee^ financial 
services to the Government; and thus, while a 
Peerage was oonferred upon the senior partner, a 
Baronetoy was beatowed upon the second. This 
waS' how Sir Frederick. Lntnam obtained the title 
which he now possessed. * 

Ho bad somewhat recently married the daughter 
of a noble but impoverished family,— a Lady in 
her own right : and thus his wife enjoyed tho pri- 
vilege of prefixing her Christian to her surname 
on all ocoasiona— whioh will account- fur the fact of 
her being styled Lady Anastatia Latham. She 
was about one-aod-twenty years ot age and very 
beautiful. It was not however beauty alone which 
oharaoteriaed hen there wae something singularly 
interestiDg, in tho expression of her oountenaneu os 
well oe softly winning and unstudiously fascinating 
in her manners. Her features were regular, her 
nose being peifipct^ s^traigbt, the foreheiri not ^oo 
high to be dissimilan Ibom the style of beauty do- 
wned by the Greoiaw statues ; while her brows were 
superbly arched and well ■ divided: thue giving an 
open frankness to the whole oountonsnee. Hor 
eyea were large and of a deep blue, full of a soft 
lustre, which seldom indeed conoenrrated itself in 
the lightning-flath of strong passion, but shining 
with that eorene eteadinesa and evennesa which 
seemed to indicate the goodness, and gentleness, and 
benevolenee of her dispoiitiom About the mouth 
there wae a emgalar beauty, not merely in its ohi- 
oelling’ but also iui its expression. Its formation 
was. purely classical: in respect to the upper lip^ 
which WM anhed like Cupid’s bows the under lip 
was fuller* and* riobei^ but without conveying the 
sligbteet impeeesbn of sonsuousneis on the part of 
Anaalatia. Her hair was of a rich brown; and ot 
sueh luxuriance was it— with ao euperb a ^oss too 
vecUng upon the snrfaoe— that it was no wonder if 
•he geoerally yvore it without any ornaments either 
of geme or flowen^ but aa if oonseioua that' it be* 
come her beeh in tbe unadumed wealth of its own 
natural' lUveliDean In> beany treisee and. in. mas- 
sive olttstorf did' it Boat upon hereboulders^ and 
fonn as it were «• background for a>tii«b of daeiling' 
whiteness'! for Anastotia’s complexion was sweetly 
pure and. teaaspMent. She was. tall and well* 
foensd,— tbe contours of the Uebaeomhiiing with 
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the ileDder graoei of tbe ajrlph to conititute the ikimed upon a lord— never played tho ayeophant 
perfection of her ahape. In her toilet ahe waa -*never forced himaelf unaaked upon the loeiety 
iimplo and modeat— never aeeking by neana of of great peiaooagea. Wherever he went in that 
low-bodied dreaaea for a meretricioua diaplay of h^ patrician sphere, hia demeanour indicated tho calm 
ebarma, nor oaripg much to avail heraelf of the aelf-poaaeaaion of one who felt that ho was by no 
aumptuoua preaenta of gema and jewellery made means ouf of place, and tliatbe waa rceoiving no 
, by her bnaband for the embelliahtnent of her per- .favour by being invited there* 

>aon. Coldly ealculatlng as Sir Frederick Latham was 

Such waa Anaafcatj|jk Latham f and we must now ^endowed with common eenao and worldly know- 
lay a few worna in r«|apeot to her husband. Sir ladge inlhe most accurate meaning of those terms 
Frederick was a tall man— somewhat inolioed to —it may be a matter of surprise to the reader that 
itoutness, without being actually corpulent : he after haviug reniained ao long unmarried, ho should 
was perfectly upright, and carried himself with at length have conducted to the altar a lady who 
a certain atiffness^— which, together with his gene- was young enough to be his daughter. On tho 
ral. appearance, impressed every one with the sense other hand — considering Anastatia’s eac#rding 
of cold formality on his part. Handsome he cer- beauty, 'her youth, and her aecompliihoieDts, ht>r 
tyinly was not : but he waa equally far from being faaoinating manners and her patrician birth— it 
ill-favoured. His features were large : his fore- may be alao n matter of marvel that she should 
head, ezoeediogly high and massive, gradually have fkilad to captivate any wealthy auitor in her 
rounded off into the crown of the head, all the own sphere. The dowerless daughter of an Earl 
front of which was bald. Thus his iton-grey hair and Countess— who, partly from extravagance and 
being worn away from that part, gave him a ear- partly from the depreciation of property in the 
tain dignity of appearance, which by his manned West Indies^ where they had large estates, had 
he evidently etfove to sustain. His blue eyes were barely enough to maintain themselves, — Lady 
of that eold expression which denotes ^calculating, Anaatatia’a position was one wbiob had rendered 
business- habits: they moved steadily in their fortune indi^ensable on the part of whomsoever 
orbits — never turning nor flaahing restlessly, ishe might aooompsny to Itbe altar. Still there was 
Tliere waa eomothing yvere too in the expression many a rich sciofl of the aristocracy who might 


of his thin lips, whi(j|i if not actually compressed, 
were generally retained close and immovable— 


perchanca have sought to wed a young Jady in 
every way his equal except on the score of riches: 


except of course when bo was speaking. To look but to the astonishment of everybody the fosbion- 
at him no one would give Sir Frederick Latham able newspapers one day announced that Sir 
credit for genius, nor even talent : but at tho same Frederick Latham, partner in one of the most 
time there was a vast amount of worldly know- eminent oity mereantilc firms, was ab ut to con- 
ledge evidenced in the expression of that oounte- duct to the hymeneal altar tho young, lovely, and 
nance. No designing man possessed of the least accomplished daughter of the Earl and Couutesa 
discrimination, would think of selecting Sir Frede- of Fordwiob.'* 

rick as his victim : wariness, shrewdness, and ex- And the marriage took place : nor on the wed- 
treme caution were displayed in his looks as well diqg-day did there eeem on Anastatia's part to bo 
aa in bio fpeeeh. Without knowing who he was, any particular sense self-sacrifice > no in ication 

a stranger would say, ** That is a man who never of efforts being made to crush other affections which 
docs anything inconsiderately, bi^ who coldly and her young heart might possibly have formed. Her 
dispassionately weighs every proposal that may be demeanour was serene ; and those wild knew her 
submitted to him.'* pest, declared that there eould bo no dissimulation 

Sir Frederick was rich and elcoedingly fond of on her part— for ^t it was impossible tlie soul of 
money,— not however for the purpose of hoarding one so pure oould be infected with hypocrisy or 
it, much less of spending it extravagantly— but to ,guile. There were not however wanting at the 
enjoy it according to the common notions of that time cerlipia busy tongues to whisper that Sir 
cujoymenc which money cau procure. He lived Frederick La^iam had rendered great pecuniary 
handsomely — kept fine equipages— gave sump- assistance to the Fordwich family, especially to 
tuous entertainmenla ; but nevertheless was always Anastatia’s only brother, Viscount Bushbrook, tho 
careful to assure himself that he was not merely heir to tfio Earldom. But on this point nothing 
living strictly within bis income, but that he would was certain : that is to say, no positive details 


have a large surplus at the end of each year. 


oould he relied upon — though, as a matter of 


ho had risen from comparatively nothing, he was course, it was patent to everybody that tho mar- 
proud of bis position. He scorned all civic riago was one of expediency on the part of An^* 
! honours, and sought to draw himself jaearer tatia's family,— the great wealth of Sir Frederick 
towards tho Aristooraey of tho country. He Latham being tliJ idol on whose altar tho young 
would not bttve accepted the post of Lord Mayor lady waa Siicrificei|^tbough she herself might pos* 
of London for a single hour : but in his heart he sibly feel that it sacrifice at all. 

was infinitely elated, though ohtwardly be showed This marriage had^^on place about two years 
it not, when ho was created a Baronet. He would previous to the timo of which we are writing. Sir 
have held it as a positive degradation tdbccome an Frederiok was tiieu building hia palatial mansiuu 
Alderman .of London: but he was fiaUerod and at Balham Hill ; and ib' was not finished until the 
gratified when placed in the commission of the lapse of some tnooihs after tho solemnization of 
peace for the County of Surrey. Uo waa proud those nuptials. But wbehonraplotod, Sir Frederick 
of belonging to the yreat Moaeyocsacy of Eog- and his wife removed to their new home, where 
land; and if he by ehrewd and cautious atyps .they had eineo inaiaUinad a aumptuous establiah- 
atsove - to inteodnoe himself m ire and more into ment. The.arislucratic marriage which Sir Frede- 
dhe .iqgiQa of .the Birth Aiistoeracy, he mever <iiek .bad sontiooted, .fulfilled the .darling hope 
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which be coDStantly though secretly cberuhed: 
namely, of introducing him thoroughly, and with* 
out any more cautious and guarded efforts, into 
the very best society* This was the real secret of 
the marriage so far as he himself wi^ concerned 
— though the world suspccteil it not, because ho 
had ever managed to conceal that one weakness 
which he possessed-'we mean the yearning after 
patrician acquaintances. But as for his espousing 
•o young a creature, —in the first place, the oppor- 
tunity presented itself, and he hod seised upon it. 
Secondly, bis money ocratic pride had mode him 
calculate that his wealth was a fair set-off against 
Lady Anostatia’a high birth— and that in return 
for the riches he could give, the borrowed lustre of 
her rank was a fair compensation. And then 
again, no matter how shrewd a man may be in 
every other sort of calculation, yet in respect to 
matrimony he never thinks himself too old for a 
wife, however youthful : hie vanity will not per- 
mit him to recognise the disparity which others 
see: he flatters himself that be possesses e^ery^ 
quality to command respect and secure esteem. 
Perhape in reference to love, a person of Sir 
Frederick Latham's disposition migl^ have treated 
the idea somewhat scornfully,— looking upon it os 
a mere piece of romauoe— wel] enough for school- 
boy • and puling misses to read about— but exist- 
ing 01 nothing which ought to enter into those 
calculations whereupon matrimony ie based. 

Two years of wedded life hod Anostatia thus 
experienced ; and her lot did not appear to be on 
unhappy one. Those who hod known her from 
her childhood, even went so for as to declare that 
the woe perfectly happy. Veryeertain it woe that 
ahe presided with the utmost amiability, oi well at 
with cheerfulness, over the sumptuous entertain- 
ments which were so frequently given at Tudor 
House. There was always that interesting sweet- 
ness about her which, by » little stretch of senti- 
mentalism, might be taken fur an habitual pen- 
aivenese, sq^rene without being melancholy; and 
thus pertiaps it was quite natural for some to 
auppose that she bed either oourogeouely or aloe 
meekly resigned hereelf to thet>lot which deetiny, 
operating through the medium of family oircum- 
atonees and her parents' will, had provided for 
her. • 

There was no issue from this «nnion ; and Sir 
Fraderiek Latham was never hei^ to express a 
Tegret that he had no heir to his titje and pro- 
perty. But because be said nothing, it was no 
reason that be felt nothing on the su^eot : be was 
« man who would never betray any cause of 
vexation— his pride would not permit him. He 
suffered himself not to be elated by joy, nor to be 
depressed by any circumstance calculated to vex 
or afflict. It was his study e^r to maintain that 
sort of cold equanimity whip was habitual to 
him, and which indeed up^erod so many pur- 
poses, alike in bis busifm pursuits and in his 
intercouTM with friends and acquaintances. Thus, 
even if he hod longed with the deepest, deepest 
yearning for an heir, the world would not have 
known It. 

We must say a few niore words in a desoriptive 
fence before we resume the thread of that episode 
wfaioh we believe will not prove the least interest- 
ing in our narrative. The reader will doubtlees be 
•BBous to know^upon what terms Sir Frederick 


and his wife lived together. As there was as- 
suredly no love on either side, there was no senti- 
mental display of affection between them. Sir 
Frederick woe as kinfi as his habits and manner 
would allow him to be s while Anastatia strove to 
perform to her utmost all the 4utie8 of a wife. 
There was nothing fond nor caressing, much less 
playful or uxorious, in Sir ^rdcrick Latham’s 
conduct towards his wife : JMl on #tbe other hand, 
the kind courtesy with wUioh he treated her, was 
never capriciously nor causelessly interrupted. He 
made her his companion, and in some respects his 
friend— but not wholly so : for he never spoke to 
her on businese-matters — never gave her the 
slightest insight into the extent of his wealth— 
merely prov^ to her by his deeds that he teas 
wealthy, and considered tAat sufficient. In respect 
to the mansion and the grounds, he certainly con- 
sulted her taste at times on a few minor matters— 
but always ^n a way that seemed to indicate that 
his own opinion was already settled on the subject. 
Nevertheless, if Anostatia happened to express a 
desire that anything portioular should be done, her 
husband said nothing to her at tha time ; but the 
mandate immediately went forth from his lipe to 
those whom it concerned— and the thing fcot done. 
Towards Sir Frederick, Anostatia was mild and 
gentle — because this was lier nature : ahe was sub- 
missive without being sesvile— duteous without 
losing sight of her own proper dignity os a wits. 
As to the society they kept and the acquaintances 
they oberished, there oould be no possible dispute 
between them,— inasmuch os none but men of 
known honour and probity were ever introduced 
by Sir . Frederick, while Lady Anostatia courted 
only the pure and spoUess of her own sex os her 
oompanioDS. 

We may now resume the thread of our narra- 
tive. It was about three o'clock in the afternoon 
of that day of which we have been writing in the 
previous chapter; and Lady Anutatia Lathatd was 
seated by herfolf in a splendidly furnished apart- 
ment at Tudor 'HohM. Some visitresses hl4 just 
token their departure : and Anostatia was resuming 
some elegant fancy-work which she had temporarily 
laid aside. Presently the door opened ; and a 
footman entered to present a note upon a mas- 
sive silver salver. 

** Please your ladyship,” said the footman, ” the 
person who deliver^ this, says that ha will wait 
for your ladyship's answer.” 

Anostatia opened the exquisitely folded, per- 
fumed, pink-tinted billet which was thus handed to 
her ; and ihe found the oontente to run os fol- 
low:— 

*<](alama AngeUqasb having retired from bustaiaM, 
reiptetIUly soUeitf the eorlisBt oonvenient letUenient of 
l^dv l.etharii*e aooooBt. The anoi is 6631. os 

per bill dcUvsved. Madame Angdlqae begs *o add that 
she bos placed her out 'teiidiBg oooounts in the hands of 
Mr. Isaac Bhodbolti who Is the bearer of this letter, and 
who will save her ladyship the trouble of sending to 
ingeliqae's viUa ot Brlxton Hflh by personally 
waiting on Lodj inosmtia Latham on the ooclieBt oon- 
veniint day whieh her ladyship ssay oppoint” 

** There must be some miitoke here,” uid Lady 
Anostatia, from whose oheeks ihe colour hod flitted 
away for a moment, and to which the next instant 
it had oome book with a deeper dye i yet her voioe 
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wu calm aa ahe apoke— and it trembled not in the 
ainteat degree. ''Tell thia peraon to atep np." 

The lacquej immediatelj retired ; and in a fev 
minutee Mr. laaae Shadbolt waa iatrodueed into 
the room. In the meamrhile AnutaCia had eza- 
mined aome papera in her wiiting-deak ; and, 
thenoe ^ bad*ti^en forth three or four of tboae 
dooumenta * i 

" Yon, I preaame,** aaid AouUtia, in a calm, ' 
lady-like manner, aa Mr. Shadbolt adranoed into ^ 
the room, "are the peraon alluded to intbianoteP" 
—and ahe held up the one ahe bad reoeired. 

"Preoiaelj ao, mj lady," wu the le^oee. ** 1 
am honeat Ike Shadbolt, at your aeraice." 

"Tton, air," proceeded Anutatia, in a colder 
tone ^ with a more dignified manner— for it 
atruflk her that there wu a certain approuh to ' 
familiarity on Shadbolt'a part; "1 haae only to 
inform *yoa that there ia aome miatake in the 
matter, and which you will haae the goodneaa to 
Vo. YA— Fovetx Smaa. 


tee reetifiea. Here are all the billa I ever re- 
ceived from Madame Angelique ; and at you will 
perceive, they are duly receipted. Beaidea^ I 
wu never at any oim time indebted to Medame 
Angelique in half tbe^um which this note of her'e 
apecifiu." 

" I tee the billa^ my lady," rejoined Mr. Shad- 
brit; "and I obaerve that they are all receipted 
too# But what ia t}k date of the lulP* and he 
pured impudently forward. 

"Ayearbuk," taici f^fdj Anutatia, who waa 
evidently making aiTefiuil^to command and pee* 
urve all the patience and civility which ahe wu 
ahowing towarda the man. 

"Well, my lady— but then there'e a bill ainu 
thia laat one," aaid Mr. Shadbolt boldly ; " and it*c 
that which ' 

"No — you are wrong," rejoined Anutatia; 
" inumueh u I have not dealt with Madame 
Angelique for a year put i"— and there wu aome. 
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tbio{; bordering upon a calm, or rather supprtased damo Angelique'a note which she had reoeifad— 
Indignation in the tone and look of the patrician j she swept them all into her desk— at the same 
Adj. time faltering forth, ** No, no— nothing has an* 

“Ah, well, ma*am— it's all Tory fine/' ^aculaied noyed mel” 

Shadbolt, *' for your ladyship to make this state- " I am glad to hear it,*' said Sir Frederick 
ment : but there is Madame Angslique's eounter- 1 Latham i but for a few moments bis cold blue 
atatement— " oyes were fixed steadily and soarchingly upon his 

**I repeal, sir," interrupted Lady Anastatia wife, 
haughtily, *‘tIioro is some mistake 1 I will how* **7oa haTO bad a lett^nifom my brother P" she 
ever look over iny accounts, and see whether by said, now partially re|raining^ her self-possession t 
any possibility there is one of Madame Angelique'a and at the ?ery instant she raised her own eyes 
which has remained unpaid^ I am howefer posi* towards her husband's countenance, his Ipoks were 
tire that ell the bills are here:**— and she indicated withdrawn from her, as if ho would not for the 
the receipted accounts wbifih lay upon the table. world bare it supposed that ho was in any way 
“ And I am equally positive, my Lady," ve* surprised or troubled by the confusion of her man- 
%pOhwcd Sbsdbolr, " that you db owe Madame ntr and the singularity of her conduct. 

Arigeliquo this money— no matter whether an ae* "Yee— I hare received a note from Viscount 
souiit has been sent in or not." Buahbrook," continued Sir Frederick Latham, the 

Anastatia had already ahown more coldness and ealmneca of whose look and manner completely 
more hauteur, more indignant impatienoo and restored Anastatia to her own self-possession, 
more proud dignity, in the spaoe d a. few minutee " His Lordship announces his intention of coming 
than she had ever done before t bu^it was now to dine with us to-day ; and ae he moreover bints 
with the very haughtiest indignation and the tery that he has a little private business on which he ie 

utmost of her indignsnt pride, Uwt drawing her dacirouc to epeak to me " 

fine form up to its full height, Chefbent her beauli* "I*b(^e— I hope," murmured Anastatia, as it 
ful blue eyes upon the intendrng extortioner,—- aemed with tome new cause of vexation, " that my 
saying, "This is the first time myvirord woa aver brother Bobert " 


doubted : and your condud: ia borderioig upon in< 
soience. You can retire, air. I will niiysslf com- 


" Do not by any moans annoy younelf," con- 
tinued Sir Fredericfct in the eama calm imper* 


munioate with Madame Angeliquc in^tbe course of turbablo manner ae befbro. ‘^It ia not on that 
a day or two." account 1 mentioned the oireumatanee of his letter. 

"Very good, my lady," said Shadbolt, who was It was simply to learn whether you expect any 
more than half inolioed to speak with a still fridnds to dine with lu to-d^F— " 


greater degree of insoleBee. "Mind you don’t 
forget.” I 


"No, Sir IB'ndeiid^" reqionded Anastatie. 
" You are well aware that I never issue invita- 


He then strolled jauntily out of the room | and tions without previous^ eoneultiog your con- 
Anastatia felt so hurt — her feelings were so venienoe— " 

WQuqdad, her pride was so insulted— that she could " You aro welcomo to do so at any time you 
scarcely keep back an outburst of tears. Not for may think ftt^" answersd Sir Fredsrick, but more 
a moment did she suspect the real purport of the -with the air of one who was conveying a permis- 
noto and the real objsct of the visitor— namely, eion than who was bidding his wife ej^arcise a 
that an extortion was intended x ahe firmly bo- xighi Wbiah was indisputably her own. ** On my 
lieved it^was all a mistake on Madame Aqgelique's psri I ligWHovited no one to dine with ga to-day; 
part, iut that the •ux*miUincr had eotrustod her and:iheiofDfe if* is somawbat fortunate that after 
business to a very rude person whose coarse vtlgar dimur I ahaU be loft alone with your brother— 
mannerawcreillcaloulatedtoqualify him foraucha 1 mean merely because be intimateB that ho has 
mission. A being of Ansstatia's natural gentleness some businem of importance on which to consult 
and amiability, felt auoh a scene as this far more mb." 

than a worldly-minded woman would have done; "I have not seen Bobert for some months 
and the very efiort of summoning up her dignity, paat," said Anastatia ; " and I hope in the name 
as well as that unwonted displ^ of indignation, of heaven >" 

were iollowed by a reaction, wbiob, aa we have just " Again I tell you not to distress yourself,” in- 
Bsid, almost reduced her to the woaknese of tears, terrupted Sir Frederick. " If it is a matter of 
Shadbolt had not loft the room many moments a little pecuniary assistance, he shall bavo it. 


when Sir Frederick Latham entered. 


Thank Giod, Lady AxMUtatia, your husband is a 


" I have just received a note from your brother, man who can afford it, without the slightest detri- 
Anaatatia," be said, " in which the Viscount tells ment to his own interests." < 
me— But you look distressed f Has anythiug "'*1 know you aro very tlch," said her ladyship : 


me— But you look distreasod f Has anythiug 
happened to annoy you P" h 
The question was put mMy with that calmly 
kind GOurke^F ^hich Sip^Morick was wont to 
observe towards wy^ aiM there was perhaps 


C id P Has anything I know you aro very tlch," said her ladyship : 

and then, oe she looked tearfully up into her Uua- 
y with that calmly band’s countensnoe, she added, " But it is really 
iMorick was wont to too had of Bobert ** 

iM there was perhaps "He exercises the privilege of a brother-itf- 


4 slight scKjiression of oeaoern on his countenance i. law," Remarked Sir Frederick : and there might 
but there was no endearment of manner— no perhaps have been a faint— though very faint ex- 
gginwiDg cBoouragement— no solace conveyed in preesion of irony in his tone : but Anaatatia per- 
^ympathiiing antieipetkm of whatsoever might be oeived it Dot» 

t^ him. AnastatiaS grief was now suddenly " You. have been so good to him— you bavo done 
ndngled with oonfueion i and hastily gathering up co much," she said,—" and under such fearful oic- 
UtB papers which lay upon the table— namely, the cumstanoss too—" 

leceipt^ hille which the had prudmied, and Ma- " Lady Anastatia," iaterruptod Sir FradericHi 
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withM the I Ufhlf It ebtnge in hit tone^ look^ or 
mnnner—biit with » aort of celmoeMi half buiinew# 
liki^ half aolf-eomplacent,— I baire note than 
oaee begged jou not to aUude to tkoae ciroam* 
staaoee. Aisuredlj, if I had thought that the 
ropf eraatioa would I^tq taken this titrn, 1 ahould 
not have spoken of that part of ^our brothet's 
note which hints at* important baaiaeaa.** 

**But wheoerer my brother*e naoie is men* 
tioned/* answered Lady Anaatatia, "lam always 

reminded ^yea, nefeasarily sok" she ooatiniaed 

with much feeling, ** of your gnat goodness and 
Mo wildnesa— I may even say his wiekednessk 
Neree, never can I forget it ! And at the time when 
our parents would not mo him— when he stood 
upon the eery brink of rutn— wiben a frightful 
exposure threatened him— when the gulf wae about 
to open at his feet,— you. Sir Fnderiek, came for* 
forward— not ostentattously, but prirately and 
secretly—” , 

*'St(>p, Anastatiai” said the great merchant: 
** this IS sttiEcient. Let us allude to tbs topio no 
more.'* 

If a recy aeute <4Mer?er had been present— one 
intimatoly acquainted with the ways of the- world, 
and akilled in reading the mysterierof the humen 
heart— he would have been led to suspect, or indeed 
perhaps he would have plainly seea^ that Sir Fre* 
derick Latham had eulTilhad hia wife to proceed to 
juat that suffioient extent whiah ministered to his 
own vanity, and which reminded heraelf of the 
groat pecuniary obligationa under which her * family j 
laboured towanla him ; and that he had then | 
stopped her Just id the point where he might seem 
to have been listening hitherto for eourtaey’s aeke, 
but beyond whioh to listen any longer would be 
perhaps to excite a suspioion as to his real motives, 
lie now gave the oonvorsation a oompleta turn; 
and shortly afterwarda Lady Anastatia proceeded 
to her dressing-room to porferiu bee evejuug 
toUei, 
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Sko&tlt after five o'cleok, a very elegant phaeton 
and pair dashed up to the entraoee of Tudor 
llouee. This equipage bebnged to Viscount 
Busbbrook ; and his lordship himself was driving 
it,— a groom in an elega«t livery beiog seated by 
his side. The Viieount was s moking a eigar ; and 
his whole appeasasce was of that dissipated, rakish, 
devil-may-care kind whieh denoted the epandtheift 
and the improvident one. Hie was five or six' 
years older tban bis sister Anastatia i ho was tall 
and well formed ; he bad daiJL hair, an aristocratic 
profile, and good features : but as we have juat 
; hinted, the traces of dissipation were upon his 
oountcnanie. He was moreover tbovou^ly heart- 
less and unprincipled I be wtouJd sacrifice a friend 
at any moment if it suited bis interests, or if bis 
itecuniary wants had to be supplied* He cared not 
tor sister 'nor for parents i but jet he was an 
aceompliehed bypoorite— and at . any time^ to gain 
his own ends, could simulate the utmost fraternali 
I:vve or filial aiieotioD. Froo bis very boyhood he 
Led been reeklc^ and extravagant i bis pioeeecUogs 


at college had helped lo make eonsiderable inroads 
upon the alreai^r dilapidnted iueomo of his father 
the Bari of Fordwiek; and it was whispered that 
OB mem oeeeaiona than ona had hesinee the attain- 
ment of his np^ority been oompelled to leave the 
oountry for a time until hie debts were settled. 

Sueh was Anastatia*s brother, Bobert Viscount 
Bushhrook. When, the equipage dashed up in 
grand style to the front of the mansion, the Vv» 
count tossed tbnreiua to his groom oa one side— - 
and teassd the cigar from hie mouth on the other : 
he then atood for a few momenta to admire hie 
epieadid pair of horses, whioh were steaming on 
aeoottut of the pace at which he had drivou timm ; 
—and then he sauntered into the house. CiiiiMirnl 
ing to the drawing-room, he found Sir Frederick 
ei^ Anastatia there ; and ae be had afavour to ask 
of tha former, it woe his policy to render himself 
ae agreeaUe as possible. 

'* How are you, Sic Frederick f*’ he exclaimed, 
profibring his hand, and beatowiig a very warm 
sbaka thmewith, although there was nothing cor- 
dial nor fervid in the manner «£ his brother-ii^ 
law, buit merely as much gentlemanly courtesy oe 
he would have, bestowed upon any other guest. 
" Yoa'te looki^ uneommpoly well! And you, 
'Statia dear— it is qqite an age. sinee I have seen 
your*— with whioh remark the Viioount just 
touched bit sister’a cheek with his lips. 

“ Wbsre have you been all this time P” iaqaireA 
I Lady Anastatia. 

I “ Heaven only know^* responded the Visoountb 
I carelessly : and throwing himself languidly upon a 
I aeat, he said, ** ’Pon my soul. Sir Frederiek, you 
are making your piaee look quite charming. Such 
taste oe you. have dbplayed 1 Where the deuce 
you gpt it all, I can’t for the life ef me oonjeoture 
— buried es you were for so meny years — 

"In the midst of that honourable industry," 
said Sir Frtderisk Latbann " which has given me 
the wealth that X now enjoy, and wbio-i also had 
ite interval of leisuse for the acquieement and the 
oulUvatioa of that taste ivhich your lordship has 
juat been pleased to ^ologizs.” 

There was a eertaiu admixture of pomposity, 
vanity, and self^romploeeacy in this speech : but 
yet it was coaeeely perceptible, with so much calm 
composure eras it disced. It likowiie conveyed 
a reproof in indirect manner— the phrase of 
" honest industry " irresistibly making Iho im- 
peessioB of ^bo contrast existing between the puc- 
luiti of the great merobaut and those of the 
young lord who bad so often been dependent on 
bie bounty. Anaetatia felt that impressioB, though 
•be did not for aninetant imagine that her husband 
bad deliberately intended to convey it. Aa for 
tbe Viscount bimseir, he either did not or chose 
not to oomprehend the allusion ; and he said) with 
a ebaracteristie fij^paacy, *'Ahl it’a a devilish 
lucky thing that sou men can aeitle thameelves 
to high itoola auC awM big books in a dark, 
c^gy eouotiog-honse t but hang me, if ever I 
could have brought my mind to it 1” 

At this moment tbe door wae thrown open, and 
a dumcatic in a superb livery announced that 
dinner was served up. Nothing occurred durii^ 
tbe repast which reqjsirea special mention: we wiU 
therefore suppose the cloth to have been removed 
— iba dessert t^be placed upon tbo table— Lady 
Anastatia to have retired to the drawiog>voom— 
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ind the brothert-in-law to be left alone together. 
Fur lome little while Viecount Bushbrook went 
on drinking, not merely with the air of one who 
was much attached to wine, but likewise with that 
of a person who was priming himsidf, so to speak, 
in o»ler to enter upon the subject which, despite 
bis natural self-suflicienoy, he had some little diffi- 
dence in approaching. He was moreoTer casting 
about for an opportunity to enter upon it ; and 
this opportunity Sir Frederick Latham did not 
appear inclined spontaneousljt to furnish, nor to 
assist in developing. Indeed, the great merchant 
seemed as if he had forgotten that part of the 
Viscount's letter which had alluded to impor- 
tani'bwisiness : he went on talking on general 
topics, as if there wore no special one to be brought 
upon the tapis and to the young nobleman it | 
was with a most provoking indifference that Sir 
Frederick told him how lung this particular wine | 
had been in bottle, and by what a lucky chance he 
had got possession of that other sort— ssid how ha 
intended to make sueh-and-such improvements jo 
his grounds— and how much his Arm hoped to 
gain from the great foreign loan which they had 
just contracted for and taken. • 

** Confound this fellow !" thought the Viscount 
within himself : ** ho is only doing this to humiliate 
me. He won't help me to come to the point : 
be means me to open the subject deliberately and 
methodically, without letting me gradually glide 
into it! This is the cursed pride of purse, which 
bumbles our patrician pride of birth 1 By heaven, 
bow I bate him 1" 

As he mentally made this last ejaculation. Vis- 
count Bushbrook held up a bumper of port to- 
wards the brilliant chandelier suspended over-head, 
as if it were to examine its colour s but he was 
really the while eyeing the merchant askance and 
studying bis countenance to ascertain whether its 
expression afforded a hope that the fkvour he was 
presently to solicit would be granted. But how in- 
scrutable was that countenance,— with its calmness, 
half colo, half self-sufficient— and with a certain 
gloss of dignity over all 1 Sir Frederick kftw 
that the Vlsoount was looking at him— but af- 
fected not to have the slightest idea of it. He 
could read, too, all that was passing in Bobert's 
mind : but he afforded not the faintest indication 
that such was the case. At length Anastatia's 
brother fancied himself sufficiently primed—whioh 
indeed he must have been, if a couple«of bottles of 
wine could accomplish such priming: but still he 
was very fhr from being intoxicated. 

"Ah I by the bye. Sir Frederick," he said, " did 
you happen to notice that little sentence in my 
letter where I intimated that I had a matter of 
importance to submit to you P" 

" 1 did note it," answered the merchant, with 
business-like precision. " I^ver fail to observe 
and I never forget any MiC^cement which ap- 
pears to be stamped witn scklbus meaning." 

"Ah, well— that's all right I" exclaimed the 
Viscount. " I was afraid you had lost sight of 
the thing " 

ffir SVsderick Latham poured a small quantity 
of wine into his own gibs— for he was habitually 
temperate : but hew said not another syllable in re- 
sponse. 

"The fact is^" continued the Viscount, first sip- 1 
pmg his wine, aqd then playing with his sUver I 


fruit-knife, " 1 am in a little trouble at this mo- 
ment— I don't mean trouble exactly, because 1 
know that’s a term which frightens you City gen- 
tlemen : but what I mean is that such a thing as 
a couple of thousand pounds would be of tbe very 
greatest service to me. £ should know how to 
use it—” 

" No doubt, my lord,^' said the merchant : 
" everybody knows how ‘to malfe use of a couple 
of thousand pounds — especially in these times 
when no one ought to eifs-use money." 

"Just so," said the Viscount: "precisely my 
idea!"— and again he filled his glass— again he 
fidgeted with the silver fruit-knife— while in the 
depths of his heart he thought to himself, " Per- 
dition tqke the cold-blooded fellow 1 be eoill make 
me put the question point blank to him, so that ha 
may have the prideful satisfaction of giving a 
point-blank yes, or the malignant satisfaction of 
giving asadirect a no." 

There was a pause, during which Sir Frederick 
Latham sipped his wine with the most provoking 
composure; and Viscount Bushbrook grew more 
and mofe embarrassed, confused, and annoyed. 

" Well, about this little business of mine," he 
said, at length mustering up his courage anew. 
"It's only a couple of ^thousand pounds-l don’t 
I exactly know when I ciui repay it— but of course 
! I would give my bond-^ — and if you, my dear 
Sir Frederick, would put me in the way of raising 
it amongst any of your friends—’’ 

" My lord," interrupted the merchant, with an 
almost chilling dignity, " 1 have no money-lenders 
amongst my friends nor acquaintances— for I 
never borrow." 

"To be sure notl" ejaculated the Viscount, 
affecting to laugh : " that would be too ridiculous I 
—a firm that can lend millions to a foreign Go- 
vernment to borrow at home 1 No, no I— I didn’t 
mean that 1 But I was only thinking that per- 
haps you could put me in the way of raising this 
cursed little sum— for I cannot think oi.asking 
you for such a favour, after all that you have at 
dUforent timesrione for m o *- — " 

"Now listen. Lord Bushbrook," interrupted Sir 
Frederick Latham, settling himself in a business- 
like manner in his chair, and speaking with a dig- 
nified sententiousnesa " You want two thousand 
pounds: and what is more— you want me to give 
you that money P" 

" Give P Ob, no^ no 1" ejaculated the Viscount 
"I mean lend—" 

" Oiue, I repeat^" continued the merchant, with 
a slight emphasis on the word i for it was rather 
hie look than his voice which rendered that word 
impressive when thus reiterated. " Well, my lord, 
you khall have this amount—” 

" My dear Sir Frederick 1 'pon my soul, I hardly 
know how to express myself 1 You’re a true 
brother-in-law—" 

" And you likewise," added Sir FMeriok. " I ' 
told youf sister so just now in the drawing-room. 
But I beg that yon will listen to me ; for it is ab- 
solutely necessary we should have some serious 
conversation—" 

"To be sure I This wine’s excellent," exclaimed 
tbe Viscount 1 "I could sit and talk over it all 
nightl" 

"You will not think it amiss," resumed tlie 
merchant^ whose lips for a moment expressed 
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mingled eontempt uid disgMt for the reckleM > ** Yes^-if you will->I urn at your mercy— 

disBipated flippancy of the Viscount, " if I enter but this is indeed cruel 1" 

upon certain recapitulations | ^'It is a fashion which I haTe of bestowing the 

“ Do whaterer you like, my dear Sir Frederick," ! faTour which is asked of me," rejoined Sir I?ede- 
exclaimed Bushbrook, who was now perfectly at j rick : and ^here was something coldly implacable 
his ease in respect to the loan he had asked for, in his tone. "Well, the bill came dues it was a 
inasmuch as he knew full weU that his brother-in* forgery, as I hare said: the Marquis of SwaleclifFe 
law would faithfully fulfil any promise he had disuTowed it; and you, Lord Bushbrook, were 
made. "Tonomydoul, this wine’s capital I— stated to be upon the Oontineat. At all erents, 
But I beg your pardoor— I was interrupting you I you were not to be found. Tour fisther came to 

Now then, Fm all attention By the bye, hadn't me in an agony of grief: 1 took pity on him : he 

we belter hare another bottle before we go deeper himself could not pay the bill for you->a terrible 
into serious discourse P" exposure seemed to be staring you in the face. 

"Listen to me, my lord," said the merohant. As for the Marquis,— he was inexorable : he vowed 
somewhat severely, and without heeding the hint that justice should take its course— andsMT even 
relative to the fresh bottle. " It was not I who though I, the holder of the bill, might arrange the 
first sought the acquaintance of the Earl of Ford- matter with your father, he would expose you ak 
wicb,— nor that of his son the Viscount Bush- all the Clubs— he would brand yon as a villain, 
brook 1 but it was a circumstance of a peculiar Then all of a sudden a change came over the Mar- 
character— or what other term shqfl I useP— quia. What infiuence was brought to bear upon 
which made me acquainted with your lordship's him I know not : but doubtless the intercessions 
family." ^ of your father and mother, privately made, pre- 

" But my dear Sir Frederick," exclaimed the vailed. His lordship agreed that the matter should 
Viscount, now wincing visibly at the»merchant*s be hushed up ; and 1 on my part agreed to ex- 
words, which seemed frnught with an allusion that change the /orged bill against a note of hand 
was only too intelligible, "you surely are not which your &ther the Eerl of Fordwioh gave me. 


going to recapitulate- 


I need not add thgt it was the came as presenting 


"Yes, my lord," said the merchant coldly, "I you or your family with two thousand pounds; 
am going to recapitulate. You ask me a favour— for until this day that note of hand remains un- 
and I wUl confer it in my own fashion, or else not paid." 

at all — then drawing forth a pocket-book, Sir " Not one syllable of all this have I ever de* 
Frederick displayed several blank cheques; and he nied," said the wretched Viscount; "nor do I 

added, " One of these will I presently fill up for the deny it now. But wherefore. Sir Frederick 

amount you desire, provided you listen to all that " Stop I you have promised to hear me," inter* 
I have to say. But remember 1 1 do not force you; rupted the implacable merchant : and Ito added 
and if you decline to hear me, 1 replace my cheques with a cold sneer, " When our discourse is at an 
in my pocket-book, and there is an end of the end, and I have filled up the cheque which you 
matter." require^ we will drink another bottle of wine of 

" But my dear Sir Frederick," stammered and this very sort which you seem to like so welL" 
faltered the Viscount, "there is something very The Viscount's features brightened up in the 
strange about you this evening. What does it aU faintest degree as he saw that the convessation on 
mei^u P 1 scarcely think it , u quite gene* this topic most soon draw to an end^ and that he 


" Oh 1 if you take it in that light, my lord," in- 
terrupted the merchant, " I can only answer that 
perhaps it will not be quite prudent for me to 
comply with your request." 


would obtain the subsidy of which iSe stood so 
n* 9muoh in need. 

lat " The cireumstanoe to which I have referred," 
to continued Sir Frederick Latham, " placed me on a 
footing of intimacy with your family. I became 


Thus speaking, Sir Frederick Latham made a the husband of your sister; and at the same time 
movement as if to shut up his pocket-book,— when 1 had the supreme honour"— here again he spoke 
the Viscount, who had the most desperate need of with a cold sneer—" of advancing a few thousands 
money, and would rather hear anything, however for the benefit of your fisther. Nor was this all. 
unpalatable, than abandon the chance of obtain- Shortly after my marriage, you, my lord, became 
ing it,— hastened to exclaim, " Well, well, Sir involved in fresh difficulties : you were outlawed 
Frederick^ be it as you will, ftoceed I I listen." for your debts: and every sheriflT’s officer in Lon- 
" It was between two and three years ago," said don was in search of you. Nay, more— there 
the merchant, still with that calm, business-like was one of your creditors^- a solicitor, who was 
air which the young nobleman frit to.bwso pro- also a money-lender,- that threatened you with an 
voking, "that a bUl for two thousand poundi^ indictment for Having obtained from him a loan 
purporting to be the acceptance of the Marquis of under the falsen pretences; and again were yon 
Swaleoliffe— a nobleman well known upon the obliged to flee to the Continent- or at all events 
Turf— and drawn by Viscount Bushbrook, came in to bide yourself 4n some secure retreat And who 
the course of business into the hands of the Firm came forward to succour youP who settled your 
to which I belong. This bill was a forgery i the liabilities P who procured the reversal of the Out- 
Marquis's acceptance was a forged name— and lawries P who arranged that ugly matter with the 
Viscount Bushbrook was the forger 1" usurious solicitor P In a woi^ who again saved 

"Sir Frederick 1" moaned Anastatia's brother you from ruin-— —nay, from worse than ruin— 
piteously. " What if any one were listening P" from utter degradation and dishonour P It was 
V No one listens improperly, my lord, in my I, Frederick Latham, the City merchant." 
bouse," replied the merchant* "Am I to go "And did I not express my most grateful 
onP" thanks P" asked the Viscount: "did 1 no^ alike 


m 
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hy letter tad word of mouth, decltre tbtfc jou thorolbro^ even ia cenferrinfp them— awd in Kiriog 
were mj etvioiir tad ackoowiedge the obligalion jou that whiek jour neeeasitiei will not permit 
under whiolk 1 laj towarda jou." to refute, but which indeed ihejoompet yon to aak 

*'Ko doubt/* rejoined Sir Frederick. "Bat —1 am revenged 1" 
lettera may be at iaeiDcero as billa^of eiohaoge Nothiag ooald exceed the discomfiture of Vit* 
themielvei may be fictitious : for the man who count Jtuibbrook while Sir Frederick Latham thua 
would forgo a name to the latter, would acareely epoke. The patriciaa dared not look the rich 
heiitata to lie through the medium of the focner. plebeian in the face. He wma abashed— eon- 
▲ndthen too, at for verbal expreetiont— -Ah ! ibttnded<rHmailula4ed. But Vith dhe utmost ood- 
my Lord Viscount Uushbrook, 1 know the value ness Sir Frederick Latham filled up a 'cheque for 
of aueh language from goal* lipe !" tba eum of two thousand pounds ; aadae he passed 

**Wfay, what— what— my dehr. Sir Frederick/* itecroeathe tabla te the Visoouat, he said, “Not 
ftammer^ the young nobleman, looking dreadfully a word of what hat patted need be repealed in the 
confuted, deipito bit oharaoterittie irapudenee, pceteooa of Aaettatia 1 And remember, my lord 
" wlui^^dq JOU mean P” —when we rijcin your titter in the drawing-room, 

“ Bvery fable has ita moral— every etriog of we wear eounteaancet at if nothing extraordinary 
trutha produce their corollary/* replied the mer- bad takai plaee- And now, my lord, for that 
chant, aeotentioualy. “ Think you tbad 1 have other bettle of wine which I promiaed you.*' 
entered thit night into ail theta reeapitulationa for “ Thanka for the aeeommodation/' aaid the Via* 
the purpoae of parading my own geoeretity in a oeunt, noi^ auddenly reeovering ail hit aelf* 
peouniary tenae towarda your fathw and ^raellP potteaaien and hie flippant com^acem^. “ Bat, 

—or ihi^ you that 1 atek to enhaooa tba impor-^ ah! you have crotaed thit cheque— and I ahail have 
tanoe of the fiavour 1 am about to bestow upM toaandit through mj bankara*,— whom, to tell you 
you,— a favour whioh however f^eat it may be in the trath,kl have overdrawn te tha tune of a few 
reference to your present neceaaitie^, it in reapeet kundrede: ao that thay would intereept a conaidar- 
to my maana and laaoureea of the meat trampiary able portion of this amount in order to rapay 
and trivial deaoriptioni No— these ace not my tbemaelvea— which would by ne meane anawer my 
objeota. But 1 wiali to lat you know. Lord Via- purpoan** * 

count liuthbrook, that I am not your dupe." “ Then eome to me in the City to-morrow, and I 

“My dupe P Hal ha I Sir Frederick, that ia will gtva yon bank-nete%** aaid the merchant. “Or 
really too goodl'*— and tha Viaeount alboted to atop^ I think 1 can manage it in another way. 
laugh .ohueklingly. “ It would ha rather difleult. Have the geodneaa to loUew mat, my lord.*' 

1 ianey, to get the better of a ahrewd, elear- Sir Frederick Latham roae from liii' scat, and 
headed man of buaiueaa such oa you are.’* iaaued from the room. He eondueted the Viscouat 

“It iadba very thing of whioh.l ameeeking to through the library, into a amaU cabinet, which 
convince you,** rejoined Sir Frederick i “for if I served aa n private office or atudy where Sir Fre- 
give yeu my money, and if 1 have given yeur deriek wu wont to. look ever lettera, or tranaaet 
father' my money, it ia thnt I teae my thenaanda any other little buaineaa which he might manago 
to you. patrician haggara of Belgiavia, just aa at home, and on thoae days on which it was not 
when the hjimoiir takes iii%I toai my peace to the neaeaaary for him to proceed to bit great eetahliih* 
grevoUief mendicants of St. (lilea'e cr Wbito- meotintha Oity. Brawing forth a key fvoot hia ^ 

chapel.** pocket, Sir Frederick, opened an iron safe, whiefa * 

“ On my beul, theae am hard woida, Sir IMe* was oonoealed by a dpor formed in the beautifu^y 

rick !'* ejaculated the Viscount, colouring, a peioted and es^qiaitely gilt panaeUing* work ; and 
“Beubtleaa they arahard words/’ responded the bo took firom that safe a eaab-box oontauing a 
merebaat] “but it ia your own laulh and that of quaatity of goldia one eompartment and anumher 
your.fathei^ if they are now addreaaed to you. 1 of bank-notea in another, 
will coma to the point.. The Bari o^Fordwich “Ah. I 1 aerv Sir Frederiok/* said the Viaeount, 
boMta thet hit patrician band baa ^ea giaeiouily with one of hia flippant laughe, “ that you alwaye 
and oondeacead^ly pleated to grasp my. plebeian keep a good eupply of money ia the houae in cate 
hand. Sueb thiaga at tbeae ia yqur Bight of emergeBeiBa** 

Hoaeuvable lather conetaatly aaying ; while yoar “ Alwaya^’’ responded the merchant, , with ap- 
Bight Honourable mother heaitafcee not to deelare parent eoolneai and indifference : but the proceed- 

that her daughter was thrown away upon a City ing war in reality another piece of oetentatrinon 

merohant, when with a litUo trouble and-maacau- hia part, to pique the envy of hie patricUn brother- 

vriog aha might no doubt have married one of her in-law, wham he alLka despised ai^ hated, 
own sphere. Mark!— one ^beroianapbciw. It Whim Sir Frederick h^ oountod down hank- 
ie eaiy, therefore, to oooipreheml what your lady- notea. to the amount of a couple of thousand 
mother thiaka of me. £uit wphpotf, my Lord pounds, there was atill a oonaiderablo amount left; 
Viaeount, it. ia infinitely we/ae. In your sober and in the same apirit.of ostentaiion, the merchant 
momenta as weU aa in your druwken revelriaa, yeu folded them op mctbodically— conducting the peo- 
have qppken acovnfully of the City merchant, occe in suob a maaner that Buahbrook might 
Have file words *v<Un, jyompoua, uJfmiffloiant, oatch a glilnpaa of the word “Huvdbed** ia the 
itfUtHf/ nerer iiauodfrom your lipaf Bat X will eomer of some dcaen or fifteen of these mmaining 
iMt.d«iU.uppn theaa tbiogi, -though X oan amure notes. 

yeui tlriF wound me not; fev I can scorn and do- “ Shall I givwyou a little memerandom— an 
• ipiat them. X have aaid enough to convince you, ackaowledgineabi-a note of band— or anylhang 
. my lord, that 1 am not your dupe. 1 know that yon thuk lUf’* inquicad the Viaamnt, as ho throat 
^ In your heart you hoto me t it ia gall and worm- intn bis pp^et ,liw two thMsandt pounds, {aat 
yinod for you to receive favours at my bands ; and handed to him. 
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<*lt U rttUj vselMi to jpoil « «ood ■he«t of [ itrugo irhite diw, wm at tb« honei' haodii-^ 
paper, mj lord/* wm (he merebaDt's eoldlj eon* whieh indeed the etranger had inttantaneea^ 
temptuoiu reply, aa be looked op the eafe. raihed, he being on (bat Tory ipotmt the liiae-- 

The Viscount efleeted to laii^ : but he bit bU. so that the wild pregroM of (he •"i m ele wm 
lip with deep concentrated as he thought urresled. 

within bimeelf, " Insult upon insult 1 The parse- "Thank ypu, my goed (hHowl'* said Bashbrook^ 
pride of this up^etart plebeian is intolerable 1'* shaking hinnelf as he sprang up to his feet. 

While that eapreuion of impotent fury was tiill< "Just hold on there for a moflii|i( while I look 
upon Roshbroors oonntenanee, the full gase of to the groom. Ahl" he oontinued, haring 
Latham’s cold btueeyes-waa suddenly turn^ upon examined his dependant, "be isetunned, but not 
him ~ indeed with an abruptnoee that made Hurii- killed. Walll thaCe luoky. And now for the 
brook start. But again reeorering his self oarriags. Well, by hearen I this is lueky again I 
possesaion, he ran his fingers through hie dark Nothing broken tMt I oan see^ esespt the lampa 
hair, -saying with another laugh, " Now, then, I think those horses will stand now. Just come 
fur tins buttle which is promised.'* and lend me a baud (o set (he phaeton up* 

Sir Frederick Latham led (he wuy baok to the right.'* 
dining- room —rang the hell— and gate the order The man to whom these wordsi were addressed, 
for the wine. As he eate for another halfhoiir did not give utterance to a eyllabhi in reply t but 
with the ViBcount, hie disoourae again turned upon still he appeared to comprehend what wae aaid ; for 
general topics ; and ha spoke pracisely as if no- baring patted the hoisea's nooks, ho approaehed the 


thing unpleasant had taken place,— wj^ile his de- 
xneenour exhibited that courtesy, so coldly polished, 
which was habitual with him. The fneh supply 
of wine being finished, the merchant a^ the Vic- 


Viscount. 

" Why, you are a Lascar— or a Chinaman— a 
Malay— or something of the sortP" exoiaimed 
Rushbrook, as the man emerged from the corn- 


count repaired to the drawing-room,— wbere they paratire obscurity : for the lights of both the 
partook of coffee with Anastatia; and the young lamps were extinguished— there were no gaedamps 
lady hod not the slightest reason to suspect that in that part of the road— nor was there any house 
anything of a disagreeabla character had occurred near. "Why the deuce don’t you speak. You 


betwixt her husband aniPher brother. 

It was about eleren o’clock when the Viioount'a 


seem to understand me.** 

The Lascar made a sign that be was dumb : but 


duiiing phaeton was driten round, by the exqui- he at once addressed himself to the business of 
sitely dressed groom, from the stables to the front raising the phaeton,— -which he did in a very few 
of the mansion. The night wm very dark ; and moments by his own unaided stiungth. The 
the lamps of the rehiele were lighted. Lord Bush- groom wm now reootering ; and the Lasear, lift- 
brook, basing taken lease of his sister and his iog the man in his powerful Mms, placed him iu 
brother<m.law, paused for a few momenta in the the sebiele. 

hall to light a< cigar; and he then oaoended to the "Yon are a wtry uiefnl feUow/* aaid the Vis- 
box-seat, -•reoeisiog the whip and reins from count ; " and I^oan’t think of giving you lest than 
the han^ of bis groom. He was somewhat the five shilltogi for your sersioes.** 
worse for the great quantity of wine which be had Thus speaking, the nobleman thrust his hand 
drunk ; and the domestic, if be had dated, would into bis breeches* pooktt ; and with that careless- 
bavo* remoustrated against bis mHter’s undertak- ness whieh wm partially eharaoteristio, and par- 
ing t^ drire on the oocMion: but he knew the tially the result of his inebriate condition, he 
Viscount’e temper, and accordingly* held his psaco. palled forth all the eontents of that pfioket— gold, 
Uis lordship wm in rare spirits^ ho bad the two tifser, and bank-notss. Qniok m lightning the 
tbousend pounds in his pocket— he wm elated with Lscear seised upon the notee : it wm one rapid 
wine— he was proud of his bsautiful turn-out— eluteh which be made at them ; and the next in- 
and the impression of the disagreeable coene with stent be was darting away m quick m his legs 
bis brother-in-law basing now completely worn off, could oury him. 

he said to himself, "Since Latham never refusee "Stop thief J’* vociferated the Viscount, wild 
his money, 1 shan't hesitate in future in applying with rage and fury : but even before ^ voice bad 
to him even oftener than I have hitherto done." ceased t > vibrete in the air, the white garmente 
The equipage dMhed along the avenue towordc of the coober were lost in the darkoMt of the 
the gates which wsve thrown open by the, porter; night. 

and M the steeds flew throngh that entnmee-way, A terribYe exscration burst from Buihbrook'c 
the groom noticed with a shudder how dosefythe lipei but he dared not spaed in pursuit In the 
wheel whisked put the iron post. The road upon first place, be wu a coward : idsM of daggers and 
which they entered, wu broad and even< the knives connected with that Lamar, swept through 
horses knew that they were returning homewavd; bit bmio ond in the second place, be dared not 
and they proceeded at a rapid rate. The equipage quit the equipage. • His huty ^seulations startled 
bed eeanely gone a quarter of a mile iirou the the groom almost completely back into life; and he 
gatai, when on turning a somewhat ehoip eeanev, said, " What is the matter, lord P*’ 
the pbaeloB dariied against a port, and wm kutn- Nusbbrook wm on the very point of ptoolaiffliag 
taneoualy overiuiwed. ^ the extent to which he had been robbed,— when it 

The groom wm stunned, and lay sCM altB i on rtmek hioi tet if he wore to do so, he mast in- 
(ha rood: but m if the adage should bo fdhUled* evitably cot the iguro of the vurnel dastard in the 
wluoh declares "Ibece k aapsM provOinM for eyes of his dapsndanl^.for not baaing at oaoa 
drunken mennad children^** the ^nssoant eso^ pursacd the plundcBM. Thus, though nlniDit 
toteUy unhust. He wm iMtantaaeously upon his middenad wltb vumtiiB, his prido ’nwnsrtholsss 
feet; and he fonaied tkal a vb% wearing aoma iaepind hun witkaiffioiMt Mlf-pemedik m tonnhe 
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him hold his psaoo on that score; and he ex- 
claimed, ** Ob, it wu nothing ! OdIj the strange 
manner in which that fellow darted away after I 
had given him n few shillings." 

The groom's thoughts were still too much in 
confusion for him to perceive at the nviment that 
diero was something strange in the business, 
and that Us rmaster was speaking evasively. 
When he subsequently reflected upon it, it was too 
late to put any further questions. 

Bttshbrook now inquired if the groom were very 
much hurt P The man responded that he was con- 
siderably shaken; but he congratulated himself 
on having broken no bones. The Yiscount re- 
sumed his seat: but he drove very cautiously for 
the fVbriiulnder of the journey ; and all the way 
homeward to his father’s residence in Park Lane, | 
he never ceased inwardly cursing his ill luck, which 
bad deprived him of a sum that was SO much 
needed by existing circumstances. 


CHAPTER OXXIL 
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FoVB or five days elapsed after the incidents which 
we have been describing; and Lady Anastatia 
Latham knew not precisely what course to adopt 
in respect to Madame Aogelique. She had pro- 
mised Shadbolt at the time to call upon her : but 
the pledge was hastily given, for the purpose of 
getting nd of the mani and afterwards Anastatia 
did not like to fulfil it. Equally distasteful to her 
was the idea of writing to Madame Aogelique 
upon the subject of the claim made upon her ; and 
thus these four or five days had passed away with- 
out anything being done. A grand entertainment 
was now about to be given«at Tudor Lodge; and 
this was for the moment engrossing her ladyship's 
attention. 

Tou wHl'see to-night a very interesting young 
eouple," said Sir Frederick Latham to Anastatisi 
'^as they were seated together at •breakfast on the 
morning of the day on which the entertainmet was 
to be given. 

"A young married couple P’ said Anastatia in- 
quiringly. i. 

** Ho— brother and sister,” responded her hus- 
band ; ”and they are twins. Their name is Ash- 
ton; an4 as if all circumstances should combine 
to augment the interest which envelopes them,! 
they bMT the names of Christian and Christina.” 

” Perhaps it was a mother’s pious love which 
bestowed these names upon her twin-offspring P” 
said Lady Anastatia. 

" I do not know the oiroumstanossy” answered 
Bir Prederiok Latham: ” but 1 ^ill tell you how 
it is that Mr. and Mim Ashton are to be our 
guests this evening, and wherefire 1 am about to, 
ask you, Anastatia, to show them all possible 
attention.” 

"Yott know full well, Sir Vrederiok,” responded 
the anriable wife^ ” that no expressed wish of yours 
it eftr wilfully neglected by me. I will show Mr. 
and Miss Athlon every attention— not merely be- 
eaose you detife it— nor because mere ordinary 
' eottftssy would kafo prompted such conduct on my 


part— but likewise because I am already interetted 
in this young brother and sister." 

" I was about to give you some little ex- 
planation,” resumed Sir Frederick. ” There 
has been for a while past an Indian lady 
of rank staying in the British metropolis— 
but maintaining a strict ineognUa, By the 
death of her father she has recently attained a 
still higher rank ; and large funtfs ^ve been re- 
mitted to England for her use. »These moneys 
were paid through our correspondent’s house at 
Calcutta; and^^it yesterday became necessary that 
I should see the lady of whom I am speaking, at 
her residence in the district of Bayswater. There 
I met Blr. and Miss Ashton, as well as a gentle- 
man of the name of Bedcliffe. Having received 
the lady’s instructions in respect to the large funds 
which our firm holds on her account, I ventured 
to hint that if it were agreeable, you, Anastatia, 
would call and pay your respects. The lady ex- 
pressed her (jjianks, and with much courtesy gave me 
to understand that she was desirous of living in se- 
^elusion during her sojourn in this country. But she 
remarked that she by no means wished to condemn 
her beloved friend Miss Ashton to a similar mono- 
tony of existence i for it appears that Miss Ashton 
resides altogether with the Indian lady— while Mr. 
Ashton and Mr. Bedcliffe were only the temporary 
visitors of a few hours. To be brief, I succeeded 
in inducing Mr. and Miss Auhton to accept an in- 
vitation to our entertainment this evening ; and 
you may therefore expect them.” 

Sir Frederick Latuam, as Indora’s finanoial . 
agent, had neoessarily been made acquainted with 
her queenly rank : but as the matter was a secret^ 
he— with the characteristic caution of business- | 
habits— forebore from revealing the truth even to 
his own wife. He had striven hard to indpee | 
Indora to visit at his house. He had calculated ' 
that if she would only make her appearance for an | 
hour in his brilliant saloon^ the presence of a lady . 
of .such matchless beauty— even though her Bdve- | 
reign rank should still remain concealed— ^ould > 
give an immebse ecM to the entertainment. But 
Indora had deoliped,— not merely for the reason 
which she had alleged, but likewise because she 
deemed it her duty to bestow u much attention at 
possible upon the wounded Sagoopah. She never^ 
theless urged Christina to accept the invitation t 
while Mr. Bedcliffe had by a sign intimated to 
Christian that he also was to respond in the afllr- 
mative. Thus, although Sir Frederick had failed 
to obtain the presence of Queen Indora at his 
iMnsion, he had nevertheless suooeeded in respect 
to the young brother and sister, whose personal 
beauty m of so exceedingly interestiDg a cha- 
raster, aim who could not the^ore fidl to create a 
sensation. But Bir Firederick did not choose te 
enter into these foil explanations with his wifii^ 
Lady Anastatiat he never suffered her to perceive 
the amount of pains he took to render his enter* 
tainments so brilliant, attractive, and varied, that 
they should even excite the envy of the palrioiaa 
guests who^might be present at them. 

At about nine o’clo^ in the evening there waa 
a oontinuotts line of carriages rolling along the 
avenue of Sir Frederick’s groundt, and setting 
down the fashionably apparelled guests at the 
mansion. The edifice itself wu a p^ut blaie of 
I light; and all the arrangements were upon a scale 



which denoted an utter dieregard for expense. 
Sir Frederick was indeed immensely rich ; and 
the sum of money which such an entertainment 
as this might cost him, was an insignificant out- 
lay when considered in reference to his •moans. 
The brilliant saloons wore soon crowded with 
guests, amongst whom were what might bo 
termed the aristocracy of the commercial world, 
as well as a considerable assemblage of members 
of tile patrician aristocracy itself. 

liord and Lady Fordwich were prevented by 
indisposition from appearing at tuisenteitoin- 
ment ; but Viscount Kushbrook vras there. 
This nobleman had for the last few days been 
resolving in bis mind a thousand pretexts for 
ffiftlrinff another draw upon the merchants 
purse but ho had as yet failed to hit upon 
any plan which might reasonably account for 
an a'bpliaation following so close on the heels 
of the former one. Nevertheless, it was ab- 
■olutely necessary for the Viscount to obtain 
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ifteen hundred or a thousand pounds mth the 
shortest possible delay ; for not being himself a 
Peer, nor oven a Member of the House of Com- 
none, ho was unprotected against arrest ; and 
ae knew that there was a warrant out for his 
ippreheiisioii on account of an unpaid bond 
vhich had just fallen duo. I’o bo incarcerated 
vould prove his ruin : it would bring all his 
lifficulticH to the climax: his creditors—most 
)f whom wore now kept quiet by promises, or 
ilse wore ignorant that he was in London 
would flock around him like a nest of hornets, 
riie reader will therefore comprehend that it 
was a matter of the most vital importance for 
Lord JSushbrook to prooure without tlelay the 
wherewith to satisfy the creditor who sought 
;o plunge him into prisbn. 

He knew full well that although Anastatia was 
lupplied with ample means for all her ourrmt 
ixpenses — and that though she might let him 
lave (as indeed she IumI frequently done) 





A hundred pounds — it was tvoiully usoless to ask her 
to furnish from her own purse the inueh larger 
amount that ho needed, lie dared not explain to 
his brother-indaw the prec'.Ho truth of the adven- 
ture with the false Lascar; becauso^ho know per- 
fectly well that not for a single minute would Sir 
Frederick La^am put taitb in such a tale -but 
that on the col^rary he would bo sure to rouard it 
as the most shahow and impudent pretext tot ob- 
taining an additional supjilj of money. What 
course was the Viscount to adopt? Ho knew not: 
ho was cruelly bewildered — ho Was miserably per- 
plexed: he had no heart for the enjoy mont of the 
festivities to which he had come ; but ho had made 
Ins Wf^igjKanoe at Tudor Lodge in the hope that 
the chapter of iiccidonts might evolve some cir- 
eumstuneo which he could possibly turn to bis nd- 
vantoge. Thus, if, lor instance, he should find his 
brother-in-law in a better mood towards him than 
usual - -if the gratifird viiiiity of beholding a grand 
entertainment prove most brilliantly successful, 
should open tho heart of the City merc1iant|— or 
again, if it wore possible to induce Anastatia to 
plead on his behalf, devising some pretext for the 
plea itself,— Lord Eu'shbruok was^deterinined to 
be ready to take advantage of any such favourable 
incident. 

Amongst the equipages wMch rolled up to the 
ontninee of Tudor House, was the carnage of 
Queen liidora ; and this contained Christian and 
Christina. Tho inomeut they entered the bril- 
liantly-lighted saloon, 8ir Fredetricl^ Latham led 
his wife forward to greet the twins with u fitting 
welcome ; and tho amiable AuastatiUi already pre- 
disposed to like them, was at once siniltun with 
the conviction that her 8ympathi(.'S had flowed in a 
channel which would yield no fixture cause for 
regret. There was euinothipg so exceedingly inter- 
esting, even pathetically touching, in tho appear- 
ance of this brother mulfiBister— such a t.ti iking 
similitude between them— and their personal 
beauty was of so high and intellectual an order, — 
that It wis impossible for any one who had a heart 
susceptible of right aud proper feeling, to be utlfC.*- 
wise iiiait moved towards this young pair. Though 
their m luiiers were naturally retired and unobtru- 
sive, yet had they gentility's perfect gloss: every 
gesture denoted good breeding ; and tWero was an 
elegance us well as o refinement abi'ut them which 
would have led a stranger to believo that they 
were the offspring of one of the highest families 
in tho loud. Christina leant upon her brother's 
arm,— her beautiful bhapo set off by a costume 
which was charactcrixed by tasteful elegance ; and 
though she bad received costly gifts trnrn Queen 
Indora and from Mr. Bedel life, yet did she now 
wear little jewellery,-— not because she hersell 
egotistically appreciated tho poetical nphorisiii 
which siiys that “ beauty when unadorned is 
adorned tho most,”— but because her taste in this 
respeet was naturally simjile, • Her raven hair 
I flowed in heavy tresses upon her polisluld, stain- 
less shoulders; and as this was tho first fioiu she 
had ever made her appearance in so largo and 
brilliant im assendilage, there was a certain flutter 
in her heart, which gave a carnation hup to her 
chesks; and (his aniruatiou rendered her beauty 
not merely interesting, but likewise brilliant at the 
Boment. 

fler brotb OjirisiiAu ccrlinuly never appeared 


to greater advantage. The ovoniog costume whioh I 
he wore—the black dross ooat and pantaloons, with 
tho snowy white waistcoat — set off the slender ! 
symmetry of his shape : and his dark hair, parted 
in natural curls above his high open forehead, en« 
framed os it were that seat of the loftiest thoughts. 
No wonder therefore that this beautiful young 
couple— for tbo woyd h$aut^l\k not misused even 
in reference to the masculine ^ood looks of our 
young hero himself— ehould have created a con- 
siderable sensation when tjiey entered tho saloon. 
8ic Frederick Latham perceived the oiri.>ct thus 
produced : he saw that the young pair had in a 
moment become the qynosure of attract ion; and 
though he outwardly betrayed not what he felt, 
yet did he inwardly oongratitlate himself on the 
policy which had induced hipi to invite Christian 
and Qhribtinii to his entertainment. 

After Sir Frederick and Lady -d-nastatia Latham 
had ppnversed fpr a little while with Mr. nod Mies 
Ashtpn, t'lO dancing emnmenepd. Sir Frederick 
requested Christian to open tho ball with her iady- 
shipi — tbuB doing everything he could to put our 
hero fortWiird us Ips prineipul male guc^t. LTo 
lituiself never danced: butViseountiliialibrookbo- 
PUme Christina's partner for tho first quadrille. 

This first quadrille was just drawing to a close, 
wl|cu Christina, on glancing towards tho oxtivinity 
of the room, caught a glMupse of a connteuuiicu 
which brought tho warm blood up to hor ohocksi 
but tbo next instant that c'olour vanished— and fur 
a few moments she was uxecodingly pale. Thia 
transitory display of emotion on In^r port however 
passtMl unnoticotl ; ami the dance being over, the 
V'^ibcounc comiucied her to a scat. Hu rpiuained 
conversing with her fur a few minutes lunger; and 
then, as her brother rejoined her, the nobleman 
retired (o itnotbor part of tho room. Sir Fredenok 
Latbaui almost imroediatoly caino up to discourse 
with the twins ; ppd soon did tho sphmdid band 
give notice thii^ tho next daiico was about f o' cons* 
luauca. Oiiriitiau was introduced to somo young 
lady uf rank for thi«^ second quadrille ; and scarculy 
h 4 d he quitted, Christina's si<ie, when a weli- 
knovyp voice, speaking low and trcinulounly, siid. 

May 1 have the pleasuro of Miss Ashton’s li aid 
on the prosont occasion P" 

All the proper pride, modesty, and 8i!lf-pusH.'Hqioa 
of tho young lady imniodiatcly carno to her aid, us 
she rose from her seat and gave her hand to Lord 
Octavian Meredith : for he it was of whose coun- 
tenance she had caught a glimpse, as ere now 
stated, amidst the lookers-on at the farther ex- 
tremity uf the brilliantly lighted saloon. A sense 
of duty, having several phases — duty towards her- 
self— duty towards this young nobleman who was 
the Inisband of another — duty towards that other, 
tho amiable Zoe, wbo ivps Christina's firiend — in- 
spired tbo young maiden with a degree of fiimno«s 
which made her heart glow with satisfaction at the 
thotight that she should bo enabled to oommand it. • 
No ehiingo took place in her oouutcnance: her 
hand treimihri not as it rested in that of Lord Oota- 
viaii;— yet hi* hand trembled— and she felt that it 
did BO. For a moment her looks bad encountered 
his own when she rose from her seat to give him 
that hand : but as he led her to the place wluoh 
they were to take iu tho dance, she looked straight- 
forward, yet without having any visible air of em* 
barrassmont or restraint. Nevertheless, aUhoiigb 
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to every ono eUo Christina’s aspoct and beorioj^ 
were devoid of auffht to croato any particular at- 
tention^jet Lora Octavian felt as if his heart 
were riven with a pani; : fur to him this calm firm- 
ness appeared a proof ot indilTeronce. He said not 
a word for several minutes after he had invited her 
to dance with him : but still ho had sullleiont pre- 
sence of mind to* avoid betraying by his looks the 
feelings which wttro agitating in his breast. 

** Little did 1 expect the pleasure of encounter- 
ing you. here/* be presently said : and again his 
voice was low and tremulous. “I have mingled 
but little in society lately -t came hither to- 
uiglit to distract my mind as it wore from the 
thoughts which are ever agitating it——’* 

“May 1 inquire,” asked Chri^ti'io, “if your 
iVdship has lately heard——” 

I “ From Zoo P Yes ;” — ond ho heaved a pro- 
I iind sigh, “ I see th.it your brotlior is hero,” he 
j irnmodititoly added, oiideutly for the,purposo of 
I changing the topic. 

I The circumstances of the dance suddenly intor- 
! riijited the discourse; and when the figure was 
j ciiiio i, Lord Octavian was oviilcntly too fuucii em- 
harrassed to know how to resume the conversation. 

I Christina therefore began to speak on indifTerciit 
j topics: but her position wis growing more and 
more omburrassing arid paiitl 111 ; lor bv a kind of 
intuitive knowledge sUtfcompieheiuled wiiat Merc- 
j (lith himself felt. 

j “ Is it possible, Christina,” lie presently said, in 
I a low deep voice, “ that 1 iiuvo become an object 
j of utter iiidifiTTcnCo toaar«la you ? You are 
Bcftrcoly courteous towards mo— your inauiier is 
absolutely cbilling— *’ 

I “ T nm incapable of behaving with n wilful dc- 
I ficieney of courtesy,” replied (Jliristina : but there 
' WHS honiething in the quick look which she flung 
I upon (he young nobleman, which seemed to imply 
' tint if she did not absoiiitoly resentj^ yot she at 
I hoist deprecated his oalliug her by her Christian 
j Ji'iine. J , . 

I “ J’lit why thus cold towards me P” ho asked : 

“ why thus freezing P Surely I htvo not ofroudod 
I youP” 

I “ Wo, my lord — ^you have not oflended me,” she 
. answered. “ But may I beg that you will ceaso 
I thfso repniachea?” 

Again (lid the circumstanci's of th'» d.inoo inter 
nipt the discourse; and when it was ren'*woil, 

I Christ jiia talked in a manner which us plainly a- 
possible forbade any recurrence to that which she 
I evidently n'gitrded as forbidden gnuud. 

I “ May 1 expect the pleasure of dinning egain 
; with you this evening ?” he inqu rc l in a lone of 
I earnest a^ipcal, as he conducted her back to her 
I seat. 

I “ I beg yoUr lordship io excuse me,” replied 
Cliristiuu : and the response was given with a firm- 
I ness which again sent a pang through Meredith’s 
I 'heart. 

J “ But this is moat unkind !” ho sa^l, almost 
, passionately, though in a very low voice. *' At 
least wo are friends p You do not answer me !”— 
and then, after a moment’s pause, he added, “ Chris- 
tina, you will drive me to despair !” 

“ One word, my lord 1” rejoined the young 
maidelh firmly. ” I cannot be guilty of so muoh 
ridiculous affectation as to pretend to be ignorant 
of these allusions : but I beseech your lordship to 


understand that I shall regard your conduct in the 
light of a persecution if you (lorsist in it.” 

Having thus spoken, Christina rose from the 
•eat to which she had been conducted, and pro- 
ceeded to jetn Lady Anastatia, who was now con- 
versing with Christian and two or three others on 
the opposite side of the apartment In one sonse 
I it cost Christina a severe pang ffi behave in this 
I manner towards Lord Octavian: but in another 
* sense she was rojoicoJ— yes, absolutely rejoiced— 
because she felt (hat she liad done her duty, and 
there was a glowing appr ival within the region of 
her own conscience. As for Lord Octavian himself, 
nothing could exceed the distress of mind that he 
experienced, —although ho had suflicieifF Mrtitudo 
to avoid the outward betrayal thereof. Issuing from 
the saloon, he wont forth upon the landing, to ob- 
tain if possible a less heatod atmosphere ; for liis 
brruvs were fevered and wero throbbing violently. 
Ho passed on into the refrcsliineiit-rooia, where he 
obtained some cooling beverage ; and theiu’c ho 
Centered a conservatory, where ho found himsidf 
e< iiipleloly alone. H(^ro he gavo way to his r"lL‘i'- 
tions. 

Lady Anastetia Latham was conversing with 
some of her guests, as already stated, when .i foot- 
man drawing TU'ar io tlio group, hovered a few 
i moiuents about it, in such u manner as to in licate 
that ho wislu'd to speak to his mistress. Sue moved 
away from her frioti is ; and he said to hi‘r, *' PliMise 
your ladyship, there is tliiif. person— Mr. Sliadbolt 
—who has called again and ri>qucits a few uiinutos’ 
interview.” 

“ Hid you not toll him that I was particularly 
engaged?” asked Anastaiia, the colour for an lu- 
stiiiit rushing to lier checks. 

*• I did, my lady,” replied tho domestic: '*‘but, 
to tell your ladyship the truth, ho insists—” 

“ Enough !” interrupted Anast itia : and Item, 
with regiiiiicd self-posselsioti, she added, “ Ye^ the 
ImhIiioss is of impoftaneo. 1 will speak to hiui. 
Where IS he?” 

“ I showod him into tlio breakfast parlour, my 
I.ffly,” unswred tho footman: “ for, <o toll your 
l,iil\Nhip the truth,*’ n ldeil tho man, with an iiir of 
e«Mic«Tu, “he IS tho wdpsc lo.* Imuor— and I aea'coly 
dar.^d venture to bri:ig his mossngn to your lady- 
ship.” • 

Anastatia nfiived histilv aw.iy : she f -It humi- 
liated in the presence of her a Tvant. I’liere w is 
M^mothiug Mcgrading in the idea tli it she should 
bo asked for by a persou who camo m u state of 
intoxication, and that she sliould nut diiro bid the 
domestic turn him away froin tho house. Sno was 
cousidenibly agitated — t'lou ;h outwardly this ex- 
citement was scarcely visdile to tho crowd of guests 
amongst whom sho |ja*' 9 e 1 o i her way towards the 
door of the ball-room. She issued forth— doscendod 
the stairs- and proceoded to llio breakfast-parlour. 

Now, it happeqpd that Sir Frederick Latliatn 
was standing at a littio distance from tho spot 
where that rapid conversation had taken place 
between Anastatia and ^ tho domestic. Uo had 
seen the servant hover about the group in order 
to gala speech with Anastatia ; and ho had marked 
that glow which had crimsoned her countenance. 
He naturally ooncluded that something wrong had 
occurred in tho household arrangement^ and that 
something might suddenly have boon disooverod to 
bo defective with reference to the splendid supper 
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which wafl to be spread in the baDquctiof^-room. 
He therefore beckoned the footman forth upon the 
landinif; and he said, '^Whnt has occurred to 
annoy her ladyship P" 

For an instant the man looked confused, and 
seemed as if he would rather not hav% been ques- 
tioned: but, as at a second glance towards his 
master’s eounteV^,ancc, he oauglit the gase of the 
merchant's eold >«bluo eyes iiied steadfastly and 
aearchingly upon him, bo stammered out, “ It is 

mithing pariioular, sir only a person who has 

called oil some little business 

** Called on business at such an hour and on 
such an occasion !" said the merchant. '' Who is 
this parn^oii !" 

‘^Tiie s7me, sir," was the footman's response, 
** who called the other day, when you questioned 
mo ” 

** All ! the person who gave the name of Shad- 
bolt P" said Sir Frederick : and though his coun- 
tenunoo continued coldly impassive, yet was his 
mind inwardly troubled : for ho had not torgotten 
the confusion shown by his wife immediately aftc^r* 
that former visit of Shadbolt's, and which indeed 
had led him to question the footman as to who the 
inilividiial was. *' And on what pick did this per- 
son solicit an interview at such an hourP" be 
aH.%cd. 

Again the domestic looked oonfusod : again did 
Ln meet the ct/ld steady searching gaae of bis 
master ; and thinking ho had better tell whatsoever 
he knew, be said, " I informed this Mr. Shadbolt 
that there was a largo party at the house, and that 
her ladyship was particularly engaged : but he in- 
sisted upon seeing her ladj3hip~~~'and in short, 
sir, he said it was something about a debt for 
which ho had to claim payment." 

Kow did all the proud blood of the City mor- 
chaiit rush to his cheeks: his lips quivered— his 
eyes glistened— he even n^o a gesture of rage; 
and fur that one instant ho betrayed more emotion 
in the presence of his domestic than ho had ever 
before donk. But in another instant it had 
passed ; and in a voice that was perfectly cold aq,d 
firm, ho said, " Do you know to whom this debt 
is due, or what is its amount P" 

“No, sir," replied the footman. “Mr. Shad- 
bolt said nothing upon these points ; §nd it ap- 
jieared to mo that when he did jet drop some- 
thing about a debt which he had to claim, it 
slipped out inadvertently— because, sir,^to tell the 
truth, the man is the worse for liquor." 

Again did the blood rush to the merchant's 
oountonanoei he too felt humiliated, as his wife 
had ore now done, that such a thing should be- 
come known to the menials of the household : but 
again quickly recovering himself, he said, “ This 
must be some mistake : it is impossible her lady- 
ship can owe any money. However, you will do 
well to keep your own counsel upon the point 
and Sir Frederick placed a coupKi of guineas in the 
servant's hand. 

The man bowed, and was about to retire, when 
bis master said, " Go and> tell your mistress that I 
wish to qieak to her for a moment in my private 
room; ai^ let this Shadbolt wait until after 1 
bave^thtts spoken to her ladyship." 

Ws must now return to Anostatia herself. She 
bad repaired to the breakfast-parlour, where Mr. 
Bhadbolt awaited her presence. Ue had partaken 


somewhat copiously of wine— and haply of spirits 
likewise, after bis dinner; and though very far 
from being completely intoxisated, he was never- 
theless oonsiderably elevated. He rose from his 
seat as Lady Anastatia, in her elegant ball-room 
apparel, made her appearance: but he had the air 
of one who was doggedly resolutO in carrying out 
the point he had in view. 

“ What means this intrusion at such an hour 
and on such on occasion P^* osko^ Anastatia, with 
mingled indignation and trepidation. 

“ Why, your ladyship did not keep your word," 
responded Shadbolt; “and therefore I thought 
there was no necessity to stand on niceties in this 
little matter." 

“ I will communicate with Madame Angelique 
to-morrow," replied Anastatia, with glowing cheeks. 

“ I could not do so before." 

“ But your ladyship may forgot when to-morrow 
comes, as you have done for the last few days— and 
therefore," * added Shadbolt resolutely, “ wo had 
better settle the business ofr-band.” 

“The demand is a mistake,” she responded, 

“ and I can easily satisiy Madame Angelique that 
it is so.” 

“And Madame Angelique says over and over 
again that it is no mistake whatsoever. Come, my 
lady— you had better pa^ the money at once, and 
avoid dl unpleasantness. JCo bo plain with you, 
Madame Angelique is determined to have it : and 
her resolution is represented in your ladyship's 
humble servant, honest Ike Shadbolt." 

It was now for the first time that a suspicion of 
intended extortion fiashed to the mind of Lady 
Anastatia Latham. The blood ran cold to her 
heart— the next instant it coursed like molten lead 
in its crimson channels. She knew not how to 
treat the matter— whether to repel the demand 
with indignation, or to submit to it and promise 
the money for the morrow. At that instant the 
door opened : and the footman entering, said, “ If 
you please, my lady, Sir Frederick wishes to speak 
to you a momeht in his study." ** 

Anastatia was for' an instant smitten aa if by 
dismay at this announcement ; and she was on the 
point of asking the domestic some question, when 
he said, “ And perhaps, my lady, Mr. Shadbolt had 
better remain until jour ladyship comes back to 
him." 

Without a word Anastatia issued from the room t 
but when in the ball she put to the footman the 
question to which she had a few instants book 
been on the point of giving utterance. 

“ What does Sir Frederick want me for P" she 
asked, as if with an air of indifference. 

“Sir Frederick questioned me, mj lady," re- 
sponded the footman i “and Co tell your Myship 
the truth, I was compelled to inform him that Mr. 
Shadbolt had called for payment of some little 
debt " 

“ Ah 1— then Mr. Shadbolt himself must have 
spoken to you P” said Anastatia x and it was with 
the utmoA diffioulCj aha could maintain an air of 
composure. 

“He onlj told me that muob, mjlady," waa 
the lacquey’s response. “ I could not help answer- 
ing Sir Frederick " 

“ Certainly not 1” inteijected Anastatia, with an 
air of dignified self-possession. “It was jout i 
dut,.” I 
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I Lady Anastatii Latham then proceeded direet her. 1 totallj deny the claim which is made upon 
Co her huiband’i itudy, with the determination, if me t but 1 do not with to have any dispute for 
needed, of making a certain confeuion : but it wae auch a sum. Uere therefore is the amount. Of 
with a sense of dismay that she adopted the re* course you are provided with a receipt?” 
solve. She entered the study— where she found " Here it is, my lady," answered Shadbolt, infi- 
her husband seated at the desk, and reading a nitely rejoiced at the success of his villanous 
letter with his wonted demeanour of imperturbable scheme : and at the same time h^' drew forth the 
calmness. receipt from his pocket. / 

'* My dear Anhstatia,*' he said, rising from his Anastatia examined it ; and ^rceiving that it 
seat and adyancing towards her, " it has perhaps was an acquittance in full of all demands, signed 
been a little oversight on my part that 1 have not with the ex-miliiqpr's own name, she was satisfied, 
occasionally given you the key of this safe in order Shadbolt took his departure with the money in bis 
that you may replenish your purse without the ne- pocket ; and Anastatia returned to the ball-room, 
cessity of applying direct to me. Here is the key : It happened that at the moment of her entrance 
you can restore it to me presently. And now, my Sir Frederick was passing near t|^t«door; she 
dear Anastatia, delay not in returning amongst flung upon him a look full of gratitude,— at the 
your guests." same time laying hor hand gently upon his arm. 

Having thus spoken, with an unusual appear* and saying, " You have this night done something 
anoo of kindness, Sir Frederick at once issued from which I can never, never forget I Here is the key 
the room. The whole proceeding was so com- of the safe:"— and she raised her hand to her 
pletoly different from what Anastatia had expected, bosom to take it thence. 

that she was rendered absolutely speechless, and » "Not another syllable upon the subject, Anas- 
could not even murmur a byllable of acknowledg- tatia 1" responded the merchant : " and as for the ; 
ment for her husband's generosity. When the key, keep it until to-morrow. Wo shall be ob- j 
door closed behind him, and she found herself alone, served !" • 

tears began trickling down her cheeks. She com- He at once walked away to another part of the 
prehoiided it all. room ; while Anastatia— who was deeply aflheted, 

" Yes," she said within herself, " he suspects though she outwardly betrayed it not— repaired to 
that 1 am in debt— that 1 have been extravagant a seat at a little distance. 

—that I have concealed my embarrassments from Neither the merchant nor herself had noticed^ 
him ; and he adopts this nobly generous course for that her brother, Yiscount Bushbrook, had been 
a twofold reason. He affords me the opportunity close by at the instant this exchange of a few ; 
of acquitting myself of my supposed liabilities j words took place ; and wo may add that his quick | 
and at the same time he conveys a reproof for the ear had Caught those few syllables which related to 
mingled extravagance and dissimulation of which the key of the safe, 
he deems me guilty. Oh, it is painful to be thus 

wrongly judged !— but on the other hand, infinite t 

is the relief which I experience at not being com- 
pelled to oonfess everything 1 I understand him CHAPrEB CXXIII. 

well. . He will speak no more upon the subject : he * 

> will notask me who are my supposed creditors: thb ba.pk anu the CAsn-nox. 

he doubtless thinks within himself that, touched • • 

by his generosity and goodness, I shall abstain from ^abtatia repaired, as we have said, to a seat at 
extravagance for the future. Anif 1 who have not the farther extremity of the room ; and her brother 
been extravagant at all 1—1 who have even been en- the Viscount, after reflecting fora few moments, 
abled to assist my brother from the liberal sums lounged round the apartment in order to join her 
which my husband has placed at my disposal !" there. He was revolving in his mind how to break 
To this effect were the thoughts which swept to his sisteV the particular subject of his diflioulties, 
rapidly through the mind of Lady Anastatia when CbristiazP and Christina approached. Anas- 
Latham; and drying her tears, she hastened to tatia’s countenance immediately brightened up; 
open the safe. But she paused ere she took forth and she spbke to^the twins with as much cordiality 
the cash-box t she made a strong effort to conjure as if they wore long-standing friends instead of the 
up her moral courage; and she said to herself, mere acquaintances of this particular evening. The 
“What if I were now to defy these extortioners?" Viscount joined in the discourse as a pretext fof 
But the moral courage came not in sufficient keeping near his sister : but be wished in bis heart 
force to nerve her to that extent. She dreaded an that Christian and Christina would move away 
explosion of Sbadbolt's brutal rage ; bo might to another part of the room. It bapponed that 
create a scene which would be fraught with a while Anastatia was thus talking, she mechanically 
terrific exposure at a moment when the mansion was arranged the body of hor dress- or rather the lace 
crowded with guests. She felt her own weakness; which trimmed it; and the little key fell from her 
‘ and with a profound sigh she drew forth the cash- bosom. It alighted on the flowing skirt of her 
box. There was a quantity of gold one side apparel, and thus did not fail at once upon the 
—a layer of bank-notes on the other. She took floor, whence the carpet had been taken up for 
forth sufficient fur the liquidation of Madame An- the sake of the dancers. Tto ViMOunt, who wm 
gelique's extortionate demand; and restoring the lounging against a table ^behind his sister s chair, 
cash-box to its place, she locked the massive door noticed that the key thus fell : the incident was 
of the safe^— thrusting the key into the bosom of however unperceived by Lady Anastatia as well aa 
her dress. by the twins. For a few minutes ^rd Biuhbrook 

Lady then returned to Mr. Shadbolt i suffered the key to remain where it was, in order 

and with dignified demeanour, she said, " BenMm- to ascertain whether his sister would immediately 
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miM it : but finding^ that alio did not:, ho dropped 
Ilia bandkorohilBf da iC quite acn iontally. Viukuig 
ib up again, ho took up tiu* kL 7 with it : for he 
had so managed thu l.ill of tlio korohiof that it 
alighted immadiateljt otrer tlm key itadif. 

Another dance was now about to commuiico. 
Lady Anastatiai rising Imhii her anut, hastened to 
introduce ChriTLin to n partner; while eomo 
young scion of (ho aristocracy engaged Christina's 
hand for that quadrille. Lord Bushbrook was 
now at liberty to act according the eTil prom^it* 
ings of his own unprincipled mind. Ife felt 
tolerably well assured that he possessed the key of 
the sale. In the first place, ho thought that ho 
recolli'CteiPit, as it was a key of peculiar construe- 
tiun; and in the second place the words which ho 
bad overheard his sister hastily whisper to her 
husband, strengthened the belief that he held in 
his posAi's^ion the means of supplying his neces- 
sities. As for compunction, ho hud none: his 
only thought now was how to uchicyo i'iS object 
without being observed or interrupted. s 

llo sauntered through tho rooms with a fashion- 
able lounging air: he paiceil out upon the land- 
ing; and watching a favourublo o^ipurtunity, he 
glided down tho stairs. On reaching the hall, 
accident again served his disroputnhlu purpose; for 
it happened that none of tlio domestics were 
within view at tho moment. In less than a 
ininuto the Tiscouul was in his brother-in-law’s 
study, where the light had b(>oii left burning after 
AuasCatia's brief interview with her husband 
tliero. To open tho safe and take out the cash- 
box w'as now the work of an insfunt. A hasty 
glance at tho contents of (ho box showed tho 
Viscount that they must consi-st of at least liticen 
or sixteen hundred pounds; and ho sccuied every 
golden cuiq and every bank-note about his own 
person. 

On closing tho sofo— to which ho of course re- 
turned tho cush-bux— he iinpponed to glance to- 
wards tho *wiiidow, the blind of which was not 
pulled down ; and at (hat very same moment ^it 
struck the noBeman that a human countenance 
was wiehdra|p£ Yes— a human eouutenanoc which 
had dvide^ly been looking upon him, and which 
had observed this act of robbery unless in- 

deed it were a delusion— a phantom c^jured up 
by his oan guilty oonscicuco nS the instant 
Bushbrook felt the blood congeal into ice in his 
veins t he could not have been ^nore dismayed if 
his brother-in-law had suddenly mode his appear- 
ance— or if a police-constable had that moment 
placed a hand upon his shoulder. For several in- 
itants ho stood completely transfixed ; and then he 
rushed to the window. It was a moonlight night ; 
the window looked upon a grass plat at tho side 
of the house : no humSn being was to be seen— no 
gliding dgure amongst tho trees. Still there was 
ample time during the ViBcinint’s oonsteroation 
for any Individual to disappear round the angjo of 
thd building f and thus because he saw no one 
dared not eome to the copolusion that no one had 
looked lutb the ethdy. 

Bllshbihok was irresolute how to aot. Should 
he MCttrli the notes and gold to the cosh-bux and 
drdp Ihd kuy lomewhere P or should he keep his 
piOdder and ran every risk P Flrudeoce suggested 
me former ooukse— his dire neoessities commanded 
I At latter I 10 that at length^with that reekleie- 


ness, half flippanf, half desperate, whioli ebarao- 
tarizR’i unscrupulous iiidiviilu ils in certain circum- 
stances— he said to himself, “ Well, at dll risks 1 
will keep tho mouoy !” 

Ifo stole forth unperoeived from the study, and 
reuscended to the ball-room. There, still unob- 
served, ho dropped the key near tho very chair in 
which Anastatia had boei: seated when it glided 
down from the bosom of hbr dresd. He continued 
to loungo about the rooms : but there was a pre- 
sentiment of evil floating in his mind : the pos- 
session of tho money did not contribute to hia hnp- 
piness, nor relieve him from the apprehension tint 
the mode in which it had come into his hands 
might bo discovered. As for the eouiitenunce 
itself, he had no definite idea of it : ho had no 
sooner caught a glimpse of it than it was gone : as 
soon as seen, it vanisheil. Yet that ho had really 
beheld that counteuanee, he could not conceal Ir.mi 
himself: hs dared not ihitter his mind that it wai 
u mere delusion. 

Christina danced tho quadrille with tho young 
scion of the aristocracy*; and when it was over she 
was cond Acted back to a seat. Scarcely had her 
late partniM* quitted hMr bide, than Lord Octavian 
Meredith rejoined her. Ho looked p ile : but still 
there was a certain expression of decisiveness in 
his regards and on hii h^s, which immcdiatidy 
struck Christina — for an instant even alarining 
her; fur ho had on this night repeated that which 
he had said to hor before —namely, that she would 
drive him to despair. 

“ AVill you favour mo with a few minutes’ con- 
versation soinewhoro P" he asked, m a voico which, 
though low, sounded strango and even unnatural, 
as it the speaker were under tho lulluence of feel- 
ings tensely wrung — painfully wrought up. 

**For what purpose, my lord?” asked our young 
heroine: and there was ii Ireinulousness in her own 
voice. 

“Not to repeat ony thing which you may not 
hear,” lie quickly responded. “ My mind it made 
up 1 Tho resolutioir 1 have adoptod will, 1 know, 
alfurJ you sati'A'action ” — ho piuscd, and added, 
“ perhaps pleasure !” 

Christina hesitated for an instant ; and then — 
Bclt-rcliant, conscious that she hud tiio powi.r to 
perform her duty as she had already performed it 
an hoar and a half back on this same evening— she 
said, “Yes, my lord— I will giant you a few 
minutes* private conversation, if you know whore 
wo oau have it.” 

She took his arm; and lie said not another word 
as he led her forth from tho ball room to the re- 
freshment-room, whore several other ladies and 
gentlemen were assembled ; and two or three wore 
at tho time returning from the oonservalory, which 
opened Irom that apartment. Into this conserva- 
tory Meredith led Christina : and we should ob- 
serve that it was lighted with lamps— for it had 
been thrown open in order that the guests might ' 
admire thf;^ choioe exotics, tho fruit-trees, and the 
flowers, which from tropical climes bad been trans- 
ferred thither. 

Octiivian and Christina were now alone toge- 
ther in tho conservatory ; and the young maiden, 
gently disengaging her hand from her companion’s 
arm, glanced fur a luoincot at his countenanoo, os 
muoh as to inquire for what purpose she had been 
brought hither and what he had to oommunicate. 
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Christina/* he sai^ I have profited by your 
earn noble example. 1 will not tell you bow mueli 
1 lore you-^beoause— because— 1 hare promised 
that nothing now shall flow from ray lips to which 
you may not listen. Just now 1 felt as if there 
were despair in my heart I I eatne hither — I re- 
flected by myself-— I comprehended you— I knew 
I why you seemed cold to me ! It was your duty 
which you were performing. Ah ! nnd you have 
awakened mo to a sense of mine ! Yes, tny re- 
solve is taken : every sacrifice shall be made for 
her who hat made, and is still making, such im- 
I mense sacrifices for me 1 I will not be outdone in 
I generosity— in magnanimity. Christina,'* he added, 
' in a voice which was tremulous, and so low as to 
I bo Bcaroely audible, “ X leave England to-morrow 
I —I set out to rejoin Zoo !** 

( “Lord Octavian/* replied Chiistinu, scarcely 
nblo to keep back the tears which inellalilo emo- 
tions sent up to the very brims of her eyelids — 
** you are now performing the noblest *part— you 
fire taking the most generous course which you 

could possibly adopt and heaven will bless 

you !” 

“ Alas ! Christina,^ said Meredith, in a low* deep 
voice, us before, ** happiness au.l duty do not 
always go hand in hand !” 

“ Yes— you will bo Imitliy, Lord Oftu\iari I" ro- 
jilied Christina, imprcsHSV('iy j “ becnaso your con- 
scicnee will tell you tlmt you are acting rightly — 
and because heaven, which ever succours good iu- 
t(.nt.ions, will giro you strength to perform your 
duties thus I You will go to the niniuble Zoc- you 
will rejoin her— you know how deeply and fondly 
she loves you—” 

“ Ktiough, Christina !” interrupted Octavian, 
now with a gust of vehemence; speak not thus, 
or }uu w'lll deter mo from tny purpose !’* 

** Heaven forbid !'* cried the young nmiden, cm- 
I plnitieally. “ My lord, in Zoo’s name 1 thunk you 
for this noble resolve that you have adopted. And 
now lot US retire hence.** 

“Wnat! not another word bcfuio wo separate, 

I Christina P’* said Octavian, ugaii^ speiiKing pas« 
Bionatily : “ no word of hope— no word of pro- 
, luiho ’* 

My lord/* she interrupted him— and it w'as now 
with a certain friendliness of manner, blending 
with true maidenly dignity,—** you have resolvetl 
upon a good deed : you arc at length doing an act 
of justice: for heaven’s sake mar it not by any 
wenknesN or folly now I Let us at once retire, my 

lord And if you need one word— yes, just one 

word— lei mo bid you rest assured that you shall 
have my prayers for the welfare and the happiness 
of yourself and your amiable wife !” 

** Christina, you are an angel !’* exclaimed Mere- 
dith: **you inspire me with courage to do luy 
duty 1 And believe me it shall be performed I” 
Without another word, Lord Octavian gave his 
•arm to Christina, and led her ftirth from the con- 
servatory. She glanced furtively at hia counte- 
nance, and perceived that it now had certain 
’ flush upon it— a certain animation, aa if arising 
from the heart's satisfaction at a strongly adopted 
resolve to perform a sacred, solemn duty. Obris- 
tiiia herself was not unhappy: no, she was happy: 
for perhaps stronger still in her mind was the 
sense of duty; and the self icnrty rising heart, 
when truly pure and virtuous, experiences a bhss 


in its own saorifices. They returned to the ball- 
room; and there Octavian immediately quitted 
Christina’s side. Encountering her brother ha 
shook the youth warmly by the haRd, ^nd held 
him in disooprse for a few minutes,— ha himself 
DOW conversing with a manly calmness and self- 
possession. Christina subsequontlv explained to 
her brother everything that had pused. 

Meanwhile Lady Anastatia Lamsm, bethinking 
herself of the key of the safe, determined to plaoa 
it in some drawer or secure nook until she should 
have an opportunity of restoring it to her husband. 
She felt for it in hor dress : but it was gone. For 
a few moments she was frightened : she thought 
sho must have left it in the lock of tho^fo: then 
she remembered that she folt it in her bosom when 
about to give it back to Sir Frederick ; and next 
she recalled to mind the ciiouuistanoe that sho had 
arranged the lace upon the corsage of her dress 
when seated at the oxtrernity of the room. Thither 
she repaired : and she found it lying upon the 
puaintly-chalked floor, close by that chair in which 
she had sat. She now placed the key in one of 
the mantel-ornaments,— little suspectiug however 
for what purpose it hkd servod riunog the interval 
that it was lost from her^possossion. 

At one o'clock in ^le tuurniug the supper-roomi 
w'ere thrown open; and a splendid banquet was 
given. Wo however pass over all details of the 
festive scene, innsmueh os therewith no incident 
IS connected rotpiiririg special mention in the pages 
of our tale. Dancing was resumed after supper i 
but several of the guests began to take their depar- 
ture Forctniist amongst them were Christian and 
('iiristina. Wc should observe that Lord Octavian 
Meredith did not make his appearanoo at all in 
the supper room ; and amidst such a number of 
guests his nbbODce was not noticed by Sir Frederick 
ami Lady Anastatia Latimra. Yet he had not 
quitted the inunsiort; hwhoxl no heart for tho fes- 
tivity— but he still lingered at Tudor Xfouso in 
order to breatho one last farobcll in^Christina’s 
ear. Xlo seized this opportunity just before hor 
dtifiiirturo with her brother. 

**God bless you; Christina 1** he said, taking 
her hand and for a moment pressing it fervidly. 

Tho look that he flung was full of unutterable 
emotions ; ind for an instant— but only for an in- 
stant— her ownicourage seemed to be giving way 
within her. But the next moment it was re- 
gained; and sho hastily whispered, ‘'Bcmember, 
inv lord, it is in your power to achiovo Zoe’s happi- 
ness for tho remainder of the time that God may 
permit her to dwell upon this earth.** 

Christina then quickly turned away; and taking 
her brother's arm, proceeded with him to the car- 
riage ; for their adioux had already boon paid to 
Sir Frederick and Lady Anastatia. 

We have said that several of the guests took 
their departure about the same time, immediately 
after supper. Ain&ngst these was Viscount Bush- 
brook: for, contrary to his usual habit, be re- 
mained not to take hia fill of tho delicious wines 
which were placed upod the board. In spite of 
his mingled flippancy and recklessness, he felt 
uneasy: that oountenance haunted him —yet 
dimly, vaguely, and impalpably ; for, as wo have 
already said, he had not the slightest idea of the 
individual's features— no definite notion of the 
lineaments of that face. • 
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It wu Queen Indora’s carriage which had 
brought Chriatian and Christina to Tudor House ; 
and we must here observe that the groom happen- 
ing to be ill, the coaohman only was in attendance 
upon the equipage. It was the fi(rst oarriage to 
iseue from the grounds of Tudor House; and 
while it was proceeding along, Christina was re- 
lating to her brother everything that had passed 
between herself and Lord Octavian Meredith. All 
of a sudden the carriage stopped; and the coach- 
man shouted out, **Now then,*niy man, what is it 
that you want P" 

A rough voice, speaking what appeared to be 
broken lUnglish, implored that whoever might be 
inside the carriage would give alms to an unfor- 
tunate Liiscar sailor. The coachman gave vent to 
an ejaculation of impatience, and was on the very 
point of urging the horses on again,— when Chris* 
tiaii, putting his head out of the window, ordered 
him to stop a few moments lunger while he oom- 
plied with the mendicant's request. At the same 
time the false Lascar himself came up to the oa/- 
riage ; and coolly opening the door, began thank- 
I ing the young gentleman for his liberality. 
Christian, setting down the fellow's presumption 
to the account of his ignorance, drew forth his 
I purse ; and the chink of gold caught the Lascar's 
, ear. In the twinkling of an eye he snatched the 
I purse from Christian's hand, and darted away with 
, the speed of lightning. Inspired with indignation 
' at this feat, as audacious as it was villanous, 
j Christian sprang from the carriage, and rushed 
after the false Lascar. 

It was in a very lonely part of the road that 
' this incident occurred ; and the road itself was too 
narrow just at that spot for the equipage itself to 
be turned round in pursuit. The reader will un* 
derstand that the daring robber had rushed away 
in the direction from wbi^ the carriage bad come; 
and therefore towards Tudor House. Christina 
screamed as her brother sprang forth : but he was 
too indigiTant to think at the moment of her 
alarm, and too courageous to care for the danger 
which he might have to encounter. He flew as if 
on the wings of the wind in pursuit of the Lasoar, 
whom he overtook at a distance of about a bun- 
I dred yards from the scene of the robbery. The 
' fellow turned round to face his pprsuer, at whom 
be aimed a desperate blow with a large bludgeon 
which he carried : but Christian, nimbly evading 
it, at once grasped the bludgeon and closed with 
the plunderer. So well directed and so irresistible 
wu this attack, that the false Lascar wu thrown 
down ; and Christian, wrenching the bludgeon 
from his hands, hurled it to a distance over one of 
the high hedges that skirted the road. The pros- 
trate rubber endeavoured to gripe our young hero 
by the throat i but Christian not merely protected | 
himself bravely, but likewise overpowered the! 
Lascar effectually. At that mcment the sounds of | 
an advancing equipage were heard : another des- 
perate attempt of the Lascar to free himself wu 
defeated ; and finding himulf foiled and powerless, 
he Midf in unmistakable vulgu English, Come, 
young Ibller, take your purse buk again, and let | 
me go*" 

CbrietiMi kept him down until the equi- 
page came up to the spot ; and it proved to be I 
the duhing phaeton belonging to Lord Rusbbrook. 

** By heaven I Ihe scoundrel Lasou who robbed 


me the other night I** ejaoulated the yisooonl^ 
giving the reins to his groom, and spriDging into 
the road. 

" He is no Lascar, my lord," uid Christian,-* 
*'bat an English scoundrel in disguiw. Hie 
speech bu just betrayed him."' 

" Ah 1 is it you ?" exclaimed Bushbrook, now 
recognising Christian. /'By ^eavenl this is a 
bold feat which you have evidently performed! 
Here— let me futen a hold upon the villain like- 
wiu." 

Bushbrook, although naturally a coward, wu 
now brave enough when be saw that the work wu 
already done for him ; and he took a firm grup of 
the Burker's guments i for we need scarcely in- 
form the reader that he wu the individual of 
whom we are speaking. Christian likewise kept 
hold of him; and they made him get upon hie 
feet. 

" Well,' 1 say," growled the Burker, “this is a 
pretty pickle for an honest chap like me to be 
placed in. But blow, me I if this meeting isn’t a 
queer ope 1"— then turning to Bushbrook, he 
added, u he looked him very hard in the face^ 
“What about that there safe and the kesh-box P" 

The Viscount's hands suddenly quitted their 
hold upon the Burker's garments, u if those bauds 
were paralysed ; and he staggered back a pace or 
two. At the samo instant, by one desperate jerk, 
Barney releued himself from the bold which 
Christian Ashton had upon him ; and in the 
twinkling of an eye be had darted right through 
the hedge with the force of a canuonpball. Our • 
hero flew after him— but stopped short at the 
hedge; for it wu a burier which he did not i 
choose to attempt the bursting through after the i 
same fuhion u the escaped robber. | 

“ What did ho mean, my lord P" demanded 
Christian, somewhat indignantly, and with still . 
greater Mtoniihment, u he turned towards the I 
nobleman. i 

“ I can't* fof the life of me understand,"* replied 
Bushbrook. “^Xt wu a sudden pain which seized ' 
upon me—" j 

“ It is excessively provoking," cried our young 
hero, “ after the trouble 1 took and the risk 1 in- 
curred. But he said something about a safe and | 
cull-box P" 

“Bid be ?” inquired Bushbrook. " Well, I did | 
not bear him— or at leut did not understand. It 
wu a sudden eickniss— a dizziness that seised 
upon me — something at supper which disagreed 
with mo—" 

“ It is indeed provoking 1" ejaculated Chris- 
tian. “ So daring a rubbery ” 

“Ho robbed you, then P" ejaoulated Bushbrook. 

“ Of my purse, which contained some twelve or 
fifteen pounds. Eor that I care comparatively 

nothing but the aqpoyanoe of letting the 

ruffian escape——” 

“ Well, all I can say, my dear fellow,” responded 
the ViicduDt, " if that I could not help it ; and 1 
am exceedingly sorry for it. I repeat, it wu a 
sudden diuinew that oame over me. And I uy, 
be eo kind, Mr. Ariiton, u to kup the matter a 
secret : for people are so malioioue in this world— 
they may put a wrong construction on the affair— 
they may pretend that I wu afraid— end 1 should 
get unmeroifully laughed at—" 

“ 1 qsally have no inclination to soy anything 



that Ouuld aniioj jow lordship/* responded our ho could not "possibly ooneoivo what motive Bush- 
hero ; and perhaps too 1 am not altogether satis- brook might have for such prevarication and selt* 
fled with myself in having let the ruffian go. But i oontradiction. 

what was that ejaculation which burst from your ** Well, at all eventSi Mr. Ashton/* said the Yis- 
lordship'e lips P Had the man robbed you P’* count, anxious to make an end of the matter, we 
“ Did 1 say so P** asked the Viscount, not being agree to keep it secret. And pray, above all 
previously aware that in the sudden excitement of things, don*t say a word when next you go to 
the moment he had thus betrayed that incident. Tudor House— for my sister would be frightened 
** Why, my lord/' said the groom, now speaking out of her wits, and she would not sleep a wink if 
for the first time, " it mutt be the same person she knew there wer^ robbers in the neighbour- 
dVest in white—'* hood. I will give a private hint to the polio# to* 

** Ah who irisd to rob me the other nigl^ P*’ in- morrow— and that will be sufficient." 
teijected Bushbrook. '* That was what I meant I Bushbrook ascended into his phaeton ; and at 
But one’s ideas get so oonfused when any thing of this moment, Queen Indora^s carnage, having been 
this sort happens—** turned round at some dtstance ahead, came up to 

" Very confused indeed, my lord/’ said the the spot. Ohristina was *rejoioed to find her 
groom, with a certain dryness which showed he brother in perfect eafetyi and on his entering the 
thought ^at his master was not altogether speak- carriage, he related to her everything that had 
ing the truth in some way or another— an impres- occurred. They both agreed that there was soase* 
aion which Ohristian likewise entertained^ though thing peculiar and unaceountable in Lgtd Buah* 
Hob TflL— Bovus fiuiifr * 
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brook’s eonduel i but it was impossible to conjeo- 
ture the motive thereof. 

On reachini; London, the carriage put down 
Ohristiaii in Mortimer Street, Cavendish Square ; 
nnd thenoe proceeded with Cbristidn to Queen In- 
doraTa villa at Bayswater. 

\ — 

CHAPl’ER CXXIV. 

UXCONSCXOVB BBVBLATIOVS. 

Lkt us see what in the meantime had been taking 
place at'sue' Queen’s villa* Her Mijestpr— having 
aeen Christina off in the oarriage, tibioh was to 
take up her brother in Mortimer Street and bear 
the twins to the grand entertainment al Balham 
Hill - returned to the chambar in which lay the 
wounded Sagoonah. The ayah had for h week 
continued perfectly uuoousciotts of the‘%ttcntiona 
bestowed upon her; and though Indora hhd no 
doubt as to some misebiavoue aesign having bean 
harboured by her Hindoo dependant, eha ralaxad 
not from those ministrations whihh in the pnraat 
spirit of Christian goodosss were bestowed* And 
there lay the guilty ayah, pillowed in a luiarioua 
couch, with her queenly mistress watching ovary 
variation of her oountsnanes— applying a cooling 
* beverage to her lips when they appeared to be dry 
with feverish thint*— and davotlng as mnoh sedu- 
lous oaro to the wounded female as if shs were a 
beloved sister whom Inoora wu endeatouring to 
snatch the grasp of death. 

Seated upon a small ottoman by the side of that 
eouoh, Indora fell into n profound reverie, as sbs 
gaisd upon the slosping eountentnoe of the ayah* 

” And it it possible, Bagoonsb,” ebe thus in* 
wsrdly apostrophised tho unconscious invalid'*-** is 
It possible that you coufd have been culpable of eo 
much dleslmttUtion and of lo much wiokodnees P 
Methought that you loved me— that you einoerely 
eympatliiaed with me in all I myself felt and suf- 
fered at the time you agreed to eooomptnf mo 
from our far-off Indian home' to this western clime. 
But, ah I you cherished a passion for Aim whom I 
also lovod, Aod whom I ahall ever love so tenderly 
and so well ' I remember a while a];o— one night 
when 1 wa6 expecting him to dall at the villa— 
that I spoke to you, Sagoonah, on the aubject of 
love : 1 asked if you had ever loved-«-and 1 fancied 
that you were happy in jour aupposed ignorance 
of love’s pangs. But at that very time you loved 
him— 'Oh I jou loved him 1— and how you dis- 
sembled I Well, well, do 1 know, Sagoonah, that 
tba human heart has no power over its volition ; 
and it cannot ihield itself against the impresaious 
or the images which by destiny's decree are to 
alBx ihemselvea upon it. Nevertheless, Sagoonah, 
there are duties which in auq)^ a case are to be per- 
formed { and those duties were mot performed by 
you I No— for you should have told tus tho truth, 
and I should not have blamod you— — 1 should 
have pitied you. Tea— you should have told me 
the truth ; and you shoi^ not have accompanied 
mo from India. But'you yieldod to your own in- 
fiituatioD I you wore eelflsh— you were egoiutical ; 
and in thee 1 have been oherishing a reptilo who 
sought to etiog me, instead of a faithfiil dspoadant 
to Moihe andwomfort mo. 1 gave yon n^ oonA- 


donee, Sagoonah— I told you all my love for himt 
At one time 1 explained my hopes— at another my 
fears : seldom did I oonoeal from you my inten* 
tions ; and all the while yon were a traitress and a 
hypocrite I” 

Indora heaved a profound sigh as she reached 
this point in her musings; and so deeply were her 
feelings touched, that tears trickled down her 
chocks. Her heart was genercus— her soul mag- 
nanimous ; and as she bad embraoed the Christian 
fuitb, ao did the poasesa the purest Christain sym- 
pathies. Thus, oven while musingly addressing 
her reproaobei to the unconsoious Sagoonah, she 
felt inclined to pity her as the victim of an infa- 
tuated and hopeless love. 

” Ought I really to blame you thus P" continued 
the Quesu, still psnslvsly apostropbiilng the sleep- 
iog ayah; **or ought I not rather to look for ao 
much antsDuaiion on your behalf as oiroumstanoes 
admit P ( Bor, Oh I I myself know what the power 
of love Ss-»what ite impulses are— and how selfish 
it at tlmoa rondem its votaries. My own life affords 
an illustration t auddt is the only deed ou which I 
have ttf look book with sorrow. Yes -for it was I 
who kept him so long a prisoner in that far-off 
kingdom of Inderabad ; and It wu cruel— It wu 
utflsh— it wu unjust— it wu bsrbarouif, on my 
put 1 If I therefore iTavo to retrospect with com- 
punction upon such a dtod u that, ought I not to 
he lenient in the judgment which 1 pus upon 
thee, Sagoonah P’ 

Here the Queen’s musingi were suddenly inter- 
rupted by a rsBtlesa loovemsot on Ssgoonah’a part: 
she tossed her arms unsuily, and turned her bead 
upon the pillow, u if the suffered pain either phy- I 
aioally or mentally— perhaps in both ways. Tue 
Queen rose from her uat and butsnod to quiot the 
infalid. She took Sagoonab’s bands in her own: 
she pressed them: then she pasted one of her 
hands cueisingly and footbingly over tbe^ smooth 
dusky-bued obeek of the ayait i and then abe as* , 
sured heyself that the bandages of tbf healing 
wound were not disturbed. While thus tenderly 
ministering to her dependant, Queen Indora com- 
pletely lost sight of whatsoever motives of dark 
misgiving and deep resentment she had against , 
tbs slu^g woman : it was only the invalid re- 
quiring all her attentions that abe at the moment 
beheld. And if anything were wanting to afford 
a complete illustration of the admirable qualities 
of lodora’s obarsoter, this deficiency wu now sup- 
plied by the unfeigned sincerity and unalloyed ten- 
derness of her behaviour towards one who had 
proved her enemy. 

Hagoonah appeared to bavo iblt the toothing in- 
fluence of her kind miatrass’o careases, though 
mbntally unoonsoious that they were bestowed; 
for she relapsed into a state of composure. The 
Queen was gently reeuming her uat,. when it 
atf uk her that some words were wavering upon 
Sagoonah’s lipe. She stopped aborts and liitaned. 
Yea: &e ayah waa murmuring aomethlng; and 
tbU was the flrit tima that a ayllabls had issued 
from thqu Ups during the week whioh had now 
elapsed sinoe the almost mortal wound wu in- 
flieted. It wu evident that Bagoeaah’s eonaoious- 
ness wu rettotottfl— and that u the Ump of flfe 
wu ragainisg its powari it wu beglnninfl to Ughi 
up tba images ami impressioni that were most 
atromlj niachad in the eelU of flagoonah’a hraim 

r 
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Statae>like 4i<l In^orit sUnd oloie bj the couch Again was Sagoonah'i form conTutsed with n 
—with upheaTed bosom breathlessly listening to Tiolent shudder: the bed shook under hiw— ilhe 
wbatsoerer might 6rst ooberently come from writhed upon the couch— she half«turaod ronnd iu 
Sagoonah’s lips. Again did the ayah more her spaamodic conTulsion: again were her arms tossed 
arms, as if with a fererish uneasiness; and the and agitated* wildly. This time Indora had not 
'Queen was about to soothe her with the mesmeric the presence of mind to apply her soothing influ- 
influence of caresses again, when the ayah spoke enpe : she was transfixed Co the spot with the 
intelligibly and plainly^ though feebly and in horror that like a night-mare filled her sool. This 
broken words. last reretation from Sagoonah's li(i^ in respect to 

*' Ycs—l did it all 1— the wickedness was mine !*’ the cobra di oapello, was eo frightfully incredible— 
she thus murmuringly said. **But it was that and yet all eircumetanoes combined to prerent it 
fiend — the Frenchwoman — who prompted me I from being for a single moment disbelieredl 
Oh, why did I listen to herP For all the plotting That Foglish girl— Christina Ashton,** con- 
wai against my dear good mistress— my mistress tinued Sagoonah, in feebler and mote broken ao« 

—the plotting Indora— my mistress 1" cents than those in which she had lag^oken, ** is 

. Ifow Sagoonah opened her large dark eyes : eho an angel in earthly form 1 She has told me of the 
almost immediately closed them again; aud for a angels of her creed— and she is one— she has 
few instants it appeared as if she were dead, so spoken of herself! She is Che Good Genius of 
breathlessly silent did she tie. The Queen was my mistress : her presenoe is a talisman against 
alarmed, und placed her hand upon ^uguonah's allefxl to Indora. No, no, file woman!— no, 
bosom t but tho heart was beating within. Again no, Madame Angelique 1 I will do nothing more 
did the ayah slowly open her eyes, and lookup do Indora I Clirislina's presence safes her. Fool! 
fscantly at the countenance* that was bending oter you carry her oflr<*but the comes back— the escapes 
her. Thus for upwards of a minute did Ae gate at from your toils— she is an angel— an angel of her 
her royal mistrcM; and when she closed her eyes own creed 1 Nor can you dispose of h^ as you 
again, it was without any sudden glitter Co show wilt— that angel— that any! — angel f* 
that she bad recognised tbe countenance which thus Here waa anothe^ revelation for the Queen i thO 
bent over her. But once more did her tongue gife mystery of Christina’s forced abduction was now 
utterance to feebly articulated and broken sen- cleared op. 

truces ; and once moro did the Queen listen with **Tes, Christina escaped from you, vile womanly* 
breathless Attention. continued Sagoonah ; **sl!io came back— to be tho 

**Yes— it was that fiend the Frenchwoman— Good Genius of my mistress, who is kind to 
Madame Angcliquo,’* continued Sagoonah, ** who her I Oh, £ will do no more to Indora ! But that 
did u all. Ah I that night— when I penetrated Englishman— the first whom I Cfer saw— the only 
into the Queen's chamber— the intent was horrible one whom I efer loved— Ah 1 his image is here 
— it was to take her life! Christina safod her I —here— Acre 

Tes— the English girl saved my mistress on that Sagoonah turned uneasily upon her pillow; and 
occasion— or she would have been dead, dead!** with a low gasping sigh she laid her right band 
There was another long interval of silence, upon her heart. Again she opened her large dark 
during which Indora listened in a state of dis- eyes; and she appeareeP to look slowly around with 
mayed and horrified suspense for whatsoever the vicaoC astonishment, half-dismayed and half- 
migh^ext come from Sagoonah^ Kps. inquiring, of a young child who aua|ens in a 

**Ah! that temptress— that vile, vile woman!** strange bed and in a strange room. Indora bent 
again murmured Sagoonah: ''A was she who of er Sagoonah Co see if she would be recognised i 
urgitd me on !— Oh !” and here the ayah shuddered but the lids closld gradually, and with an air of 
visibly, and with a violence that shook Che very heaviness, upon the ayah's eyes s the long ebon 
bed beneath her, ** how could 1 have touched that lashes again resting upon the dusky pateoess of the 
reptile? Its fangs might have entered my flesh I cheeks. There was another interval of sileaoe, 
—its venom might have circulated iu my veins f during which Bagoonah appeared to sleep in pro- 
Ab, my poor mistress 1— that day you took me Co roundest tranquillity,— until her bosom began slowly 
the gardens— the gardens— tlio-Che— -" Co heave with one long deep-drawn sigh, and more 

The rest of the sentence was lost in inoohereni words wavered murmuringly upon her tips, 
murmuriogs t but Stgoonab bad said enough to ** No, noMove I— it is hatr^ now !** she said | 

send a light horribly flashing in unto the brain of " hatred, because be loves another 1— hatred ba- 
the Queen, clearing up in a moment the mystery cause he wilt not accept love 1 Oh, wretched, 
of that serpent's presence within the walls of the wretched Sagoonah, to appeal to him in vain — to 
villa some little while back. Indora was sfiocked entreat and to threaten m turns— and all so fruit- 
—•appalled : the revelation was as frightful aa it lessly ! And h$ so cold, so reserved, so dlMent— — 
was finexpected- Sagoonah, consoience-strickeii Aye, and even so disdainful 1 But 1 will be 
even in titr unoonsetousnesa, was thus giving a avenged I X wil^ leave this bouse, never to re- 
apeoiee of subdued delirious vent to the terrifio in- turn I— Ah I my mistress has jewels and gold— I 
^ents of guBt which weighed upon he^ sout may bo rich— poverty shall not oluteh me with its 
*'The messengers from India Came at Che mo- long, lean, withered hands^— nor hover round me 
pien V continued the ayah, in the iame murmurhag with its gaunt, squalid, ebaeiated form I Away, away 
Itoken aooenti as ttefbre: ** the reptile waa in the to a ma^trate !— let the blow be struck at once 
eonoh— ali woe prepared— death Was in its stfng-* — a dbubb bbw— a blow that shall crush Aim and 
Venom in fte frngsi bnt heaven woAld not perbiC oterwhofiok Aei* With dMpair I Tet— a blow that 
ay ndstreaatoperbh tAen/ Taka it from me— shall destroy both at onoel There hai already 
take it from me^ that hidpoua reptile!— Ob, take been too mnfifk bve t the time bae come fi»r 
it^ lake it from rifr I Gb, ohl** hatred. Bnl^ no I Aot in this white dte&t of mine 

• 

• 
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which markf the cUtc 1 Who will bcliefc mo P in reopoot to Christina’s forcible abduction bj the 
Then what am 1 to do P Ah, happy thought 1 infamous Frenchwoman. But Indora said nothing 
apparel myself in the Queen's raiment— become a relatiTe to that portentous seeret which regarded 
lady at onco'— go richly dressed into the presence Clement Bedciifie, and which Sagoonah had in- 
of the magistrate— and then, then t>e will beliere tended to use as the means of dealing a blow of 
me 1" twofold ▼indictirenoss. To all however that sea# 

It was thus that Sagoonah re-enacted in her told her, the young maiden listened with those 
aonscience-strieken unconsciousness — and in the feelings of blended horror and wonderment which 
fttwn of her haif-subduod, half-hushed delirium— such rerelations were but too well calculated to 
that last scene which bad entailed upon her so excite; and as she throw herself into the Queen’s 
frightful a result. Indora continued to listen with arms, weeping and sobbing, she murmured, “ Ob, 
breathless attention, but with dismayed and wrri- dear lady ! it has been heaven's own hand that has 


I dear lady ! it has been heaven's own hand that has 


iied feelings Everything was now revealed to guided you safely amidst so many and such fright- 
ber ;— had Sagoonah made a regular and inten- ful perils 1" 

tional cof^essioD, it could not have been more In the course of the forenoon Mr. Bedcliffe 

explicit, nor* could its details have been more called; and Indora communicated to him every- 

lucidly defined. The Queen saw that for some time thing that had issued from the lips of Sagoonah 
past she had indeed been cherishing a serpent who on the preceding evening, 
sought to sting her : she had been standing upon " Best assured, my dear Indora," said Mr. Bed- 

a mine to which the hand of the false Sagoonah clilFe, that all the affairs in which 1 am in any 

was at any moment to apply the torch and she way mixedf up, are gradually but surely approaoh- 
was horrified— she was astounded in onsi" sense ing a crisis. When any circumstances which it so 
but in another how grateful was she 1 And there deeply eoncems an individual to bring to an issue, 
—by the side of that couch on which the guilty are thus unravelling themselves— when past mys- 
woman lay, now silently sleeping emee more— In- teries are being cleared up as if by means simply 
dora knelt ; and in the fervour of her Christian accidental— and when a clearer insight is afforded 
piety she poured forth her thapksgiving to the true into whatsoever was previously dark and uncor- 
God whom by Clement Bedcliffe she had been tain,— rest assured, 1 say,’ that the end is not far 
taught to worship. Nothing more came that night distant. Have no fears for the result i I myself 
from the lips of Sagoonah ; and Queen Indora re- am full of confidence! My plans are working;— 
tired o rest in an adjoining room. Frequently, day by day are the meshes lightening in around 
howevcv, during the night did this royal lady rise those whom it is necessary or expedient to iuvolve 
to see that the nurse who in the meanwhile had in such toils, and to place completely at my mercy ; 
taken her place, was doing her duty towards the and the further I proceed, the clearer, the easier, 
invalid : for notwithstanding that Indora had now and the more certain becomes the path which I 
obtained the complete reading of the whole sum have to pursue. Beware, however, lest Sagoonah 
of Sagoonab's monstrous iniquity, yei not for an should speak in the presence of that nurse—" 


instant wouid she neglect that being whom her 
own kind cares had saved from dissolution. 


*’l have taken every precaution," responded the 
Queen. "I have purposely told sufficient to 


The Queen beard Cbristifia return home in the Christina to render that amiable girl interested in 
carriage; and she could scarcely restrain herself watching Sagoonab's bedside at those times when 
from hastening at once to toll the young lady how I myself cannot be there ; and the very ^stant 
all the nf^steries of Sagoonab's wickedness were that words begin to waver on Sagoonab’s lips, the 
cleared up, and bow the motive o^ Christinafs nurse will be dismissed from the chamber. Be- 
forced abduction at the time was now thoroughly sides, as Christina takes her turn with me in thus 
comprehended. But Indora resolved to wait until watching, there is so little need for the presence of 
the morning ; for she knew that Miss Ashton must the nurse at all 1" 

feel fatigued after the entertainment fi^m which The Queen and Mr. Bedcliffe continued to dis- 
she bad returned so late. i course for some little while longer ; and then the 

The Queen did not suffer her young friend to latter took his leave— he having business of im- 
be disturbed until she herself rang the ^11 for the portanoe to attend to in respect to the various 
maid shortly after nine o'clock in the morning; plans which he had in operation. Christian called 
and then Indora, who was already up, proceeded in the forenoon ; and after spending a couple of 


to Christina's chamber. 


hours at the villa, he hastened away to 'see his 


•< My dear girl,'’ she said, " there are many topics dearly beloved Isabella Vincent, 
upon which 1 have never spoken to you much, or It was six o’clock in the evening— dinner was 
at which I have only lightly glano^ i but it is over at the villa— and the Queen said to Christina^ 
now suitable that you should know more of those ’*Tou have not been out to-day, my dear girl— and 
sufajecta.'’ your cheeks are somewhat pale after last night’s 

With this brief preface^ the Queen proceeded to entertainment. Go and take an houriuramble in 
explain to the horrified and amaked Ohristina how the garden or in the neighbourhood— w that yon 
Sagoonah in her uneasy slumbers avowed sufficient may return revivified ai& refreshed, to give me 
to prove with what murderous intention she was your kind 'assistance in watching by the side of 
inspired, when penetratiag one night into her Sagoonab’s oonch.’’ 

chamber,— adding, <<And it was you, my sweet Christine^ intending to confine her ramble to the 
Christina^ who were my, guardian angel at the garden, threw on a large summer straw-hal» and 
time I Tec— Sagoonah herself has declared that issued forth from the villa. She had caught up a 
you are an aagell’* volume of poems before leaving her room; and OQ 

The Queen than recited the ayah’s unconscious passing out into the garden, she endeavoured to 
confession lalative to the cobra di capello^ and also fix her attention upon the book— but aha couldiK^ 
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Her cheek erai indeed pale, ae the Queen had 
noticed : but this pallor was not the effect of the 
! entertainment only. The jouog maiden had been 
thinking of all that took place ^tween herself and 
Lord Octavian on the preceding night ; and though 
not for a single instant did she regret the line of 
conduct she had pursued, jet she could not help ! 
feeling the influence of ^those occurrences. She i 
lored one who wa# the httsband of another ; and 
with all her sense of dutj it was impossible to stifle 
and crush this love in her heart. Yet there was a 
serenity, if not an actual happiness, in Christina’s 
thoughts, when pondering the intention of Lord 
Octavian to rejoin his wife, the amiable Zoe. 

Christina felt as if the air of the garden did not 
do her any gpod— as if it wanted that elasticity 
and freshness which could alone benefit her ; and 
opening the gate, she passed into the road. Thence 
she turned into a lane at a little distance; and 
along this well^shaded narrow avenue sh^ rambled 
with the book in her hand, but with her thoughts 
fixed on sulijectB far diflerent from its contents. 
]ie it recollected that it is the month of September 
of which wo are writing. The day had bedta sultry 
—it had left a portion of its heaviness in the 
evening atmosphere; and this was the reason why 
Christina had fancied tha^ the air in the garden 
had been deficient in elasticity. 

She was proceeding afbng the lane, when all of 
a sudden she heard foststeps behind her, preceded 
by a sound as if of some one bursting through the 
hedge ; and on looking back our heroine found her* 
self confronted by a figure that filled her with a sud- 
den terror. The aspect of the individual was alone 
sufficient to strike her with this dismay: but it was 
all the greater when the conviction rushed in unto 
her mind that she beheld before her the ruffian of 
the previous night’s adventure. The Lascar’s dress 
was just the same as it struck Christina to be when 
the teilfw, having opened the door of the carriage, 

, snatched the purse from her brother’s hand, — the 
j same to^ as he subsequently descrified .it to her. 
We need hardly add that the wretch was the 
Barker : but it may be proper to observe that he 
now at once recognised Christina— for he had seen 
I her walking in the Queen’s garden at the time be 
was on the watch to consummate his murderous 
purpose. 

Fur a few-moments Christina's tongue was para- 
' lysed with dismay; and she could not give vent 
! to the scream which rose up in her throat. The 
Burker, who carried a bludgeon in his hand, burst 
out into a coarse chuckling laugh — and said, 

" You’re an uncommon pretty gal ; and it would 
be a sin to frighten you. Come, young Miss- 
just hand us over your purse, as well as that there 
gold watch and chain— and there’s nuffin mord to 
be said.” 

Christina swept her eyes up and down the lane : 
but no one was to be seen except the ruffian who 
stood before her ; and the nearest houses were too 
far off to be reached by a scream if she jont one 
pealing forth from her lips. She was frightened 
—she was dismayed : the Burker grew impatient 
—and in a still more savage tone than that in 
which he had before spoken, be exclaimed, " Out 
with the purse ! off with the chain 1— or by jingo 
n\ help 'myself t” 

The imprecation was however more terrible 
than the comparatively moderate one which we 


have inserted in its place | and Christina wee 
sinking with terror, when it struck her that she 
heard the sounds of a horse’s hoofs at a distance. 
Inspired by the hope of aidf she darted away from 
the spot, but ^he ruffian was immediately at her 
heels— and in a few moments he violently seised 
her by her dress. Her screams rang forth as she 
struggled desperately with the miscreant ; and all 
of a sudden a horseman appeared i^und the comer 
of a diverging lane. The Burker’s ear bad not 
caught the same sounds which had heralded this 
appro&h of succour to that of Christina; and he 
was suddenly stricken with alarm on beholding 
this unexpected appearance. For he in a moment 
recognised the horseman — although^Mlhe latter 
recognised not him in that Lascar garb which he 
wore. 

Up to the spot the horseman rode : he sprang 
from his steed ; and the Burker, who had let go 
his hold upon Christina, aimed a tremendous blow 
with his club at the young maiden’s champion. 
The latter dexterously avoided it— and sprang for- 
ward to grapple with the ruffian,— when the last- 
mentioned individual thought it better not to 
hasard a conflict; and rushing through the 
hedge, as he had done on4he preceding night, he 
disappeared from the "view of Christina and her 
deliverer. 

The young maiden was sinking with terror; for 
at one moment she bad fancied that murder’s work 
would be done, and that nothing could save her 
champion from the fury of the blow dealt against 
him. Her deliverer now turned towards her; and 
with the most gentlemanly courtesy be spoke a few 
reassuring words. Then he hastened to pick up 
her straw hat which had come off, as well as her 
book and her parasol which she bad dropped in 
her fright. The horse meanwhile had remained 
upon the spot, although its rider had let the bridle 
go; and the animal was flow feeding on the grass 
by the side of the lane. 

Christina expressed her gratitude in* suitable 
terms ; and feeling full of confusion on account of 
the flisbevelled state of her hair and the disordered 
condition of her toilet, the blood came back to those 
cheeks which an instant before were pale with 
terror. Her deliverer was struck by her extra- 
ordinary bedhty, though there was nothing dis- 
respectful in his (aie : on the contrary his entire 
manner and conduct were marked by the kindest 
and most polhbed courtesy. He was a young man 
— a little past four-and-twenty years of age— 
exceedingly handsome— and evidently belonging to 
the best sphere of society. He now turned aside 
under pretence of looking after his horse, but in 
reality to give Christina an opportunity of anang- 
ing to hair and restoring her toilet. This the 
young maiden hastily did ; and when her deliverer 
again turned towards her, it was still with blushes 
but with more self pepaession than at flrs^ that she 
renewed the expression of her thanks for the ser- 
vice be had rendered her. 

”1*0 not think the less of my oourags^” said the 
gentleman, smiling,—** or rather perhaps I ought 
to entreat that you will not tax om with cowardice 
in not pursuing the ruflkdx but it was entiielff 
through the fear that you were overcome by your 
alarm and might need prompt assistanoe.” 

**lt would be impossible, sir," replied Ohristinss 
** to harbour a thought so ungenero■^ so unfottodedli 
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and 10 Iniultlng towards one who has serrod me so 
iifnaUy;* 

The young gentleman bowed in acknowledgment 
of this assuranoe ; and then said, " ( presume that 
you residf in this neighbourhood P’* 

*'At a distunoo of about a mile/* answered 
Ohristina. 

** You will permit mo to escort you as far as your 
dwelling?'* said her new acquaintance: "for it is 
quite possible that villanous Lascar maj be loiter- 
ing about in the neighbourhood.*’ 

Christina gladlj and thankfully aooepted the 
proifered courtesy : her delWerer threw the bridle 
uTer bis qrm and walked by the horse's side, so that 
he might k^p better oompanionship with Christina. 

" You are deoei? ed, sir,” she said, " as to that 
man, although it is very natural you should be 
gvided by appearances. He is not a Lascar— but 
some Bnglittb rebber in disguise." 

" Indeed r exclaimed the stranger with aston- 
ishment* 

" Yes, it is as 1 tell you," rejoined Cbristinti. 
"He robbed my brother hut night ae we wore re- 
turning from n party: there w/M a conflict — a 
gtruggls— but, to be briefs the man escaped." 

Christioa'a companion aurveyed the young lady 
with the utmost interest while she spoke ; and yet 
ha hod sulBcicnt command orer hit feeling of ad- 
miration to present it from bordering upon rude- 
ness. He thought he had neser seen any one so 
exquisitely hcautiful as abe by whose tide he waa 
BOW walking* Her eountenanoe, her figure, her 
locksa her manners— the silsory tones of her soica 
—all formed a combination of charms and attrso- 
tlons that rafisbed his heart, Ho longed to know 
moKe of hfr^ and to improve bio acquaintance with 
one who time in a few minutes had made eo deep 
an impreesinn upon him. But all the while Chris- 
tina herself was perfectly unaware that her blended 
beauty and modesty had inspired her companion 
with ao much interest on her behalf. 

He flow inquired the eaact particulars of what 
had occurred between bereelf and the robber. 
The details were not long: bat aa Christina gave 
them, her deliverer drank in the sounds of her 
voice as if they were those of a delicious music. 
'When she had done speaking, he proceeded to give 
her to understand that be wast an officer in the 
army— that he was on leave of absence from his 
regiment— and that he was tempo^ly staying 
with lome friends at Kensington. Ho oongratu- 
lated hijmeelf on the fortunate ocourreneeof having 
taken an evening ride in that particular dircotion $ 
and he conoluded by intimating that bis name was 
Captain Stanley* 

Immediately struck with this name, Christina 
glanced rapidly towards her oompenion— and said, 
" Might 1 ask whether your fkther is Sir WiUiam 
Stanley who reiideo near Liverpool?" 

"The earner eried the Ciptain, both overjoyed 
and astoniBhed at this species pf reoognition on 
bhn pnrt of the beautifid yqaag Isdj ^koM ae- 
qiMiistaMe hr ws# so anxioas to motivate. "But 

lb possijblo 

(^iTllsve hosrd Mr.JSedoUife speak of you," re. 

Ohnrtov thus antioipaiiing; thn quMtipn. 

"Mr. BsdtViilb I— that kimA gsnoroue man!" 
tnobumed Osf hdn Stanley | " as brave too ai he is 
kind— for he .saved my fotber’e fife amidst the 
tUBgles of India (" 


" Mr. BedcUffe is a kind friend of mine," re- 
i joined Christina: " my brother lives with him alto- 
gether 1 myself am residing with an Eastern 
lady of rank and wealth; and our habitation is 
, yonder villa." 

"Hejoiced aa I at first was," said Captain 
I Stanley, "in having been enabled by circumstances 
{ to render assistance to p yoan^ lady, even while 
' believing her a total strange^— infinitely more 
delighted am I now on finding that we are not 
altogether unknown to each other. I only arrived 
in town yesterday ; and it was my intention to call 
on Mr. ^fodcliffe to-morrow. Perhaps— perhaps," 
added the Captain hesitatingly, "1 may venture 
likewise to oalt at your residence, to assure myself 
that you will in the meantime have perfectly re- 
covered from the alarm produced by this inci- 
dent." 

All the rules of politeness as well as the addi- 
tional odbs of gratitude prevented Christina from 
giving a negative response to this request; and 
with artless candour fhe said, " If you do me the 
honour g( calling. Captain Stanley, the Lady In- 
dora with whom X live will personally express her 
thanks for the service you have rendered one for 
whom she cherishes a sisterly affection." 

This portion of the dialogue took place in the 
road from which the lang diverged ; and the gate 
of the villa waa now in sight. Scarcely had the 
young maiden given the answer just placed upuu 
record, when a gentleman on horseback was seen 
rapidly approaohing ; and Christina at once recog- 
nised Lord Octavian Meredith. She instauta- 
neously became aware of tbe necessity of main- 
taining all her fortitude, her flrmnesv, and her 
feminine dignity: for the conviction smoto her 
that he was there, in that neighbourhood, to seek , 
an interview with herself— perhaps a parting one 
—before bo fulfilled his promise by going abroad 
to rejoin Zoe. Captain Stanley did not notice that 
anything peouliar had at the moment transpired * 
to etartlo hii fair companion : for she wis indeed 
startled for single instant on recognising Lord 
Octavian. As for his lordship himself, ho suddenly 
drew in his bridle and brought his steed to n halt 
at a distance of about twenty yards from Christina * 
and Captain Stanley : then, the next moment, he 
abruptly wheeled round his horse and galloped 
away. 

"That gentreman appears to have taken the 
wrong road," observed the Captain, utterly unsus- 
picious of hbw well Christina was acquainted with 
him; "and be has only this instant perceived hia 
mistake." ^ 

"i^rhaps so," aaid W’^oung maiden, sosroely 
knowing what ebe did W f, for all her self-posses- 
sion abandoned her aa a^mwn thought flashed in 
unto her brain. ^ 

Was it possible Chat Meredith could have fkn- 
oied she was waOriag with a rival that it was a 
suitor for her band whom be beheld in her com- 
pany, and who with the familiarity of intimacy 
had dismounted from his horse in order that ht 
might the more conveniently and agreeably enjoy 
the pleaanres of disoourse f Innooent and artlesa 
though Ohristina ware^ y«i no yoonff lady of her 
age eonid be so utter^ inexparienoed in yhe ways 
of the world as not at onoe to perosive bow tmtarally 
and evan reaaonab^a suspioion of that sort might 
strike .the mind of Lord Oetavian Meredith. 



TBB XTSTBBXES T^B OOVBT. )07 | 

The gate of the villa was now reached ; and was determined to have and fymied that ha had 
Captain fitadej said, with a polite how, ** I will a ^erfeck right to demand it. 
do mjself the pleAeare of calling to-morrow. But We meet, Christina," he said, * fhr the last 
70U have not honoured me bv sajlng for whom I time:"— and his voice sounded unnatural in its 
am to inquired* lowness and hollowness. 

" This is the Lady Indora’s villa,** answered " Our meedng of last night, mj lord," responded 

Christina; " and t am Miss Ashton." Christina firmly, "should have no sequence. Be* 

" Good evening, Miss Ashton,'* rejoined Captain member your pledge— and you have broken it !" 
Stanley ; and springing upon his horse, he rode ** Listen to me— listen to me hut for an in- 
away from the sfot. stank 1" ha eaid, with such oonceiftrated vehemence 

Christina's feelings bad been suddenly and power* ibak he seemed as if searoely able to restrain the 
fully wrung by the incident in respect to Lord outbreak of feelings tremendously agitated. " Cir* 
Octavian Meredith. She had no uumaidenly desire cumskaoces would not permit me to depart until 
for the young nobleman to be convinced that ahe to-morrow ; and t oouid not resist the temptation 
loved him : but on the other hand she was averse of riding round into this neighbourhood— for acoi- 
to the idea that he should suppose she had been dent made me aware of the place q^syour abode, 
favouring the suit of another. For the saw iLt which I never knew till this morning. I met Sir 
once that supposing it to be really the case that she Frederick Lat'.iam, and he apoke of you. bet waa 
had thus favoured another suit, and if it were how 1 learnt your place of residence, t did not 
indeed a reality that her heart or her hand wee en- mean to seek an interview with you— I respected 
gaged elsewhere,— she ought at once toshavv men* my pledge— I intended to observe it— -God 
tioned the circumstanoe on the preceding evening knows," be added bitterly "it is more than ever 
at Tudor House as the best means of silcnciog the »my intention to keep it note, after what t have 
allusions to his own love wBioh were made by Lord seen I" 

Oct IV hill. She perceived that As, putting his own "What you have seen, my lord?" exclaimed 
construction on the fact of her being with a hand- Christina, indignantly : and then, the next mo- 
some young gentleman, as Captain Stanley was, roent, she was half suffocated by the feelings which 
would naturidly conclude that she had acted surged up into her throat : but sh# held back the 
coquettishly, capriciously, and oven immodestly in words to which they would have prompted her to 
not having told him oi the previous night that her give utterance, for she was suddenly amitton with 
heart was engaged -to another. The idea of all this the conviction that it would he more dangerous 
was most repugnant to the pure notions and deli- and unmaidenly to vindicate herself by oxplana- 
cato feelings of our amiable heroine. tions than to allow Lord Octavian to remain under 

On passing into the grounds attached to the the impression which be had received from his own 
viliu, Chriitma felt so annoyed and distressed that construotion of the recent incident on the road, 
she could not immediately enter the house. If "I tell you, Christina," ho exclaimed, vehe* 
she did, she would be courting questions on tho mently, " that 1 did not mean to seek an inter- 
part of the Queen ^questions which might turn view with you! I considered our parting of lost 
upon a topic that she did not like to approach, night to be final— and heaven knows the pang 
Therefore, to compose her thoughts and collect her it cost me to breathe that word yarciccff/ But I 
self-possession, Christina rambled through the could not resist the Amptatiun of riding round 
• garden, it is but the strictest Justice to our hero to catch a glimpse of your home— of the 
beroiOe to declare most positively and unreservedly place whore you dwell. Oh, if I had ferpseen— — 
that she had not the slightest anticipation of what But it is better thus! it is better thus I" he pas- 
was to follow : or else not for trurlds would ehe sfonately ejaculated : and yet bo made a movemant 
have placed herself in a position to encounter it. as if to stamp his'foot with maddened rage. 

Twice bad she slowly made a tour of the garden— " Tes, it is better thus, my lord," said Christina, 
for the third time was ehe taking the ruiind, with who in endeavouring to entrench herself with a 
the intention of entering the villa when this last becoming Temluine dignity, in reality beoame eur- 
atroll was oompleted. She reached that extremity rounded with hi reserve that was not merely cold, 
which joined the field — the point thAt wai remotest but even had tho air of haughty defiance, 
from the house, and was most enveloped in the At leosr so Meredith thought ; and the idea was 
•hade of the umbrageous troec— tba Spot, in a natural in his own morbid state of feeling. Ha 
word, where Sagoonah's inter views had been wont therefore raid with a tone and look of bitterest re- 
to take place with Madame Angeliqite —Christina proaob, " You feel that you have dealt UogeDS* 
had reached that spot, pra say, when there was a rou*' 7 with mo— heartlessly— coquettishly; and you 
sudden rustling amonMt the everj^ns, and Lord take r.>iuge within the circle of your own haughty 
OctaviAu Merdith fteoA before her. * pride. You may tell me that 1 have no claim 

All in a moment our heroWe fullest self- upon you— and you are right; for I am another's 1 
possession esme to her aid s all her dignity waa You may tell mo likewise that you are the mistress 
summoned op ; and what she had last been think- of your own aotiops, and that you owe no account 
ing of in oonnesion with the previous incident, of them to me : and again you will be right 1 
was absorbed in that of wounded prid^ bordering But, Oh! Christina, had you for an instant been 
on resentment, that the young nobleman should candid with me— bad fou suffered me to know 
thus seek her after his solemn promise at Tudor when last we met— — 1 do not mean last night— 
Lodge. He himself was ashy pale, but labouring but the other day when I rescued you from tho 
under a deep concentrated inward excitement t persons who were carrying you off— —had you 
hii white lips ware compressed— his arms were told me tAen that your heart wAs engaged to ms* 
folded across bis breast— he stood cunfruntlng other— because it must have been so even M ^ 
her with the air of uue who sought an explanation, —for tkis attiohment of jour's oanuot be teer^y 
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of ta-d «7 Oh I ChrisliuB, you would ht.ve 

AWBh^ned me from e dream— you would hare 
aronied me to mj Mnies ! But no, no — you did 
it not ! I told you that 1 loTfd you— you knew 
it— 1 eTen went lo far aa to deola^e that all my 
bopee of happioeai were concentrated in the idea 
—the one idea that you might yet become my own 
adored and cbenshod wife ; and you did not teli 
me that you lo^ed another ! It ii true that you 
anawered me with what metbought wee a beoom« 
in^ maiden dignity— and I loved you all the more 
eenderly for it. But itill therS was eomething in 
your manner, Christina, which at that' time bade 
me hope ** 

**No, my lord— no 1" vehemently interrupted 
the young lAiiden, who had hitherto listened with 
the reader may conceive how much distress and 
anguish of mind to that long and passionately de* 
livered speech, which was full of accusations that 
her sense of maidenly propriety would not permit 
her to explain awdy. 

**Ob, but it wae so, Cbristina 1'* exclaimed Mere- 
dith, terribly excited. ** But if not than, what of 
last night P Think you that when the firet word 
of allusion to this maddening, desjiairing love of 
mine had fallen from my lips,— think you, I ask, 
whether my speech would ni^t have been cheeked 
if you, with that candour which I fancied you to 
possess, had at once told me that you loved an- 
other P Oh 1 Christina, it was not well of you. 
My God 1 how much have I suffered on your ac- 
count I— and to be rewarded thus ! If you loved 
me not, it was your duty to proclaim that fact. To 
keep it back, was to bid me hope 1 It was worse, 
—it was playing the part of a coquette 1 — it was 
heartless— it wu wrong 1” 

Overwhelmed with these reproaches — half- 
believing them to be just so long as Meredith 
remained under bis present' impressions in respect 
to the circumstances of her being seen with Cap- 
tain Stanley— half- resentful, on the other band, at 
the bitter accusations thus hurled against her— 
yearning Vd explain everything, yet daring not to 
pronounce the words ** I do not love another,” far 
fear they should be taken as themvowal of " I love 
you,”— distressed and bewildered— wanting to say 
something, yet knowing not what to say— anxious 
to fly from the spot, yet transfixed there by the 
power of her feelings,— Christina l(9ant against a 
tree for support ; and the tears flowed thick and 
fast from her eyes. , 

” Oh 1 now you weep,” exclaimed Meredith. 
** Weep on, false-hearted girl I An hour ago every 
tear you are at present shedding would ha.-e fallen 
like a drop of molten lead upon my heart, and I 
should have gone mad with grief 1 But now it 
does me good to see you weep, and to know that I 
have wrung those tears from your eyes ! Ah, I 
envy not the man who will conduct you to the 
altar, deceiver that you are I Until within the 
hour that is passing, I would hdke staked my soul 
on your candour — your truthfulnesc 1 My Ghid, 
how I should have been deceived I It would have 
been selling this soul of mine to Satan— and you, 
perfidious girh the cause I Ah, though 1 am 
married— and it was as .a married man that I 
dared love yoUt Christina— you know not the heart 
with which you have trifled, and which you have 
broken I Yet I will not curse yoa— Not ten 
thousand Umsa aoj I bless you, Christina 1— and 


may Gktd grant you with another ali that happi* 
ness which, if cireumstaaoes permitted, it would 
have been my pride and joy to ensure you !” 

The young iMtleman made a hasty movement as 
if to turn abruptly away. Christina, on her part, 
made a mo^znent as if about to speak : but she 
could not give utterance to a word. His excite- 
ment was moderating into a profound mournful* 
ness : htr distress and anguish obmind were rising 
, into a terrible excitement. 

'* Yet one word more !” he said, for an instant 
arresting his own steps; "and I have done 1 For* 
give me that I blamed you— pardon me that 1 
reproached you ! I have been too vehement— too 
impetuous! I was wrong, Christina, — I was 
wrong I But my feelings hurried me away. Once 
more— and for the last time, do I pray heaven to 
award you its blessing I Yes— may you be happy 
and blest !” 

With these words Lord Octavian disappeared 
from Cbrislina’s presence. She started forward s 
his name was at the very tip of her tongue : she 
was about to call him back : but with suoh an effort 
of fortitude as only the purest-minded anfl most 
virtuous being could have commanded under such 
oircumstances, she restrained herself— the name 
was not spoken- and ho reappeared not in her 
presence. * 

"Yes— it is better as itt is,” thought Cbristina 
to herself. "Let him fancy that 1 love anotb&r! 
—it will all the more easily wean him from that 
infatuation which has well nigh produced such 
fatal effects upon the amiable 2ke !” 

And now, in a frame of mind that was fraught 
with a marvellous calmness— with all the pious 
resignation of a self-sacrificing, self-martyrising 
spirit— Christina Ashton re-entered the villa. 

Lord Octavian Meredith hastened homeward, 
riding as if he were a madman mounted upon a 
mad steed. On gaining the more frequented farts 
of the town, be dashed amidst the vehicles with a 
recklessness wl^ich made every one who |ieheld 
him think that he was intoxicated with wiue. 
Nevertheless, bv reached his home in safety. 
Bpringing from his horse, he tossed the bridle to 
the domestic, who was half astonished and half 
frightened at his master's appearance: but Meredith 
saw not the effect which his strangely wild excite- 
ment produced. He rushed into the house : he sum- 
moned his valet, and gave immediate orders for 
his clothes to be packed up and for the carriage to 
he got in readiness, as he intended to start by the 
night train for Dover. The valet was as astonished 
I as the other domestic had been ; and yet he knew 
I his master too well to suppose for an instant that 
ho had been drinking. He therefore thought that 
some eudden calamity, or else some senous indis- 
oretioD, most have driven Lord Octavian Meredith 
to the resolve of this precipitate departure. In 
order to lead Octavian, if possible, into conversa- 
tion, the valet inquired, with every appMrance of 
oompletest deference, whether his lordship did not 
intend to s0e Mr. Armitage before he took his de- 
parture? 

" No— it is not necessary !” replied Meredith 
petulantly. " I will leave a note, to be sent to him 
to-morrow. Huten you to get everything ia 
readiness : prepare your own things likewise; flir 
you will accompany me.” 

Having thus spoken, Oeta? ian hastened to the 
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drawing-room, whore he eat down and penned a r ” u <Jii 
few lines to Mr. Armytage. He simply said that broken ^ 
being alarmed on aoocnnt of Zoe’s health, and loved an< 
oonsidering that he was not doing his duty in The u: 
allowing her thus to remain separated from him, Dover : ( 
he was about to rejoin her with the least pohsible Boulora< 
delay. He then thought of writing a few last sible des 
words to Christina : but he could pen nothing now seeli 


^at satisfied him. Sheet after sheet did he tear 
up : and when the valet entered to announce that 
everything was ready for immediate depar^re, 
Lord Ootavian was oommeneii^ a neur epistle, 
and still too without any satisfaction to him- 
self. This last sheet of naper he therefore tore 
into fragments, like the former ones ; and speed- 
ing down the stairs, he sprang into the carriage. 


which was torturing him r— he oovered his face 
with his hands— he Durst into an agony of weop- 
ingt he sobbed like a woman or a ohild. 

Na 79 .— Foubtu Snuss. , 


** 0 Christina, Christina !" he murmured, in a 
broken voice : ** to think that you could have 
loved another T* 

The unhappy young nobleman proceeded to 
Dover : on the following day he passed over to 
Boulogne ; and thence ho journeyed with all pos- 
sible despatch, to rejoin that wife whom he was 
now seeing in the frenzy of desperation rather 
than under the influence of a pure unalloyed 
sense of duty. • 
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a whilo — an^l tho {n** iinTfii .11+ li.nd Fonsht 
his htady tf) look r.vor hi-< Jctlors, it. not Iiciuk’ 
his purpose to visit, tho (’ity on iliiH purticulnr 
tiny. Not another s\ll'i}»Io had b(*i n hiiokou 
by Sir h'rodoriok br'li.im rcliiiivo to that in- 
ciiloniof till) liall-Miuiit uliicli had led him to 
imtruHt the koy of "Jui Knfo tohiswifo; ami 
nho on hor OA\n n<h’ had felt no iiicliniitiou 
to revive tho tuple. Tho mori'liiint funcioJ 
that Aiiasiaiia h'ld Ix'on oxtiavaganb in eoiiiU 
reHpt‘«l, jind h:id llu‘n*foro oontracted a d«‘ht 
whieh fIio clin'O not to inoiition to him: ho 
conifriiliiljit' d himself on tHo policy ho had 
ur.siicil ; iiihb :id <iJ‘ chidiii|^ and rcjirnaidilii'r, 
0 Jiiid ai’ii'd will nmirnanimity ; mid ho n •- 
tarull> enii. Iiidcd that llio effcot of Hin h 
condii'.t bftinoro FMlolc.ry and 'ivould bo 

all tho licttcr ai)proeijit»'d, tlinn if lio lul l 
d.-ijlavcd fill'. «'!• Olid irrit.i I icn. On tho otlin- 
liaiul AiChtiitin- thou.'jli h:ivii\r hecii sc:iiid-il- 
onsly plundoiod by Alndiinio Angclique, mid 
thoroforo rcjilly innocent i«f any cxlravanancQ 
invulviTiji' her in dfhi — was t:dly -'‘.i s 
that hho labuiirLd uiider a cn 

oiipoHito character; and she was conipellod® 
to hear tho iinpulation of extrnvup..n« e bo- 
oiiiwo filio (hired not ruler nji.m oxpjaiiti(I(in.s 
which would reveui tlie ^^llolc Iritth. HJie w.-w 
not happy in lier mind ; hlio deeply felt tho 
pronero.sily of Sir h'redorhik's eondnet; and 
more than <inco Finee tho occurrcnco of tho 
incident hail sho said to horself, “(j/i, tlial f 
could tell him everything !” 

Sir Frederick, iiH wo ha VO ‘<aid, hid retired 
to his own private room ; a.nd there fora while 
did ho busy himselt iMl.h the loUers that had 
roacdied him that moniinpr. Some he answered . 
on tho bacLa of olhoishe had made 1 iei,i'»r.nida 
for rolcroncc to Iho acconnt-book^- at the t/IIico 
in tho Oity ; and o 1 lu'ra he placed aside that 
they might be Rubmitted to hm partners when 
in conaultation with them. Presently tho 
door opened, and a too I man entered to state 
that tho aichitcct who hp^l luiilt Tudor^ House, 
ro^piefiled an interview with Sir Fre<lericlr. 

TJio merchant desired that tho architect 
should bp ludniUtcd ; and in a few minutes 
this individiinl was conducted into the study. 

I Prc-cnl iTur n. pa]Kf to ?nr Frederick, he miT. 
j matt <1 Unit lie had culletl to rcaoivo the bnhinee 
^ of hi- account. 

I “ Wliich might have been ‘e'Mpq aw, 

I Mr Ptyle-,” tiiid rhe mn . „ «lr. 'u,' 

I him '•!- up with a C'’il'in e.dil^hc iiic-*-l 
pomposity, “if you had thosni to send it 
lU.” 

“lam pcifot'tly tiwcrc of tliiit. Ft- Fi« Ic- 
riok,’’ responded tho ynloU"’!; “ i ut i did 
not want tiio money- -I knew it was mi\ - ard 
moreover I really had not time to go into tho 
(lifforont detail 4." 

Tho inerclianb opened tho document wliidi 
had been presented to him ; and .-.preadiu^ it on 
hia desk, ho proceeded to examine tho it( ms 
of the account. 'J’aking dowui a tile, he reb'ri i‘d 
to I'ormor accounts: tlien ho coienUed the 
cash-book, wliieli he took fr.ng a drawer ; and 
. having thus hatjslied liiiiusolf that all 1 he iicms 
wore correct, ho proceeded to verify iho ud- 
' dition of the pounds, shdlinv.^, and pence 
eolnmns. All this ho did iu a precise and 
methodical manner, with coolnc>^s and delibe- 
ration, and yet with a certain nerceptiblo bu- 
8 inc.ss-r)ride, so to speak', whicli in itself was 
as muon os to »ay. “Look how caret ally I 
conduct all my businods— and profit by the 
example !” 
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li.’.vilig added up tho oolumns. Sir Frederick 
slowly bent hi.s cold eyes utnm tho architect— 
and said gravely, if not, biernly, “Air. Style--, 
might I ask whetle r you have frequently tlm 
mi-tfortuno of making mistakes in adding np 
your occoimls?” 

“ Errorn will occur. Sir Fre'derick,” was tho 
answer : “ but T Hatter iiiysolf that I m,\J\0 | 
them as seldom as most people.” 

“ Errors iicvor ocedr in •toy office, sir!” 
ob“orvod tho merchant, drawing hinib(*lt np 
“A clerk of miuo wdio should have tho mis- 
fortune to make such an addition as thi«!, would 
never have llio chance of making another 
willun tho walls of my establishment. Look, 
Air. Stylos! You have set down a total of 
eii veil hundred and thirteen pounds, eli‘ven 
.-hillings, and (>]evon penoo-half-penny ; whereas 
T mi* Lo it eleven hunurod and tliirt(.eu pmnds, 
tw'clvo shillings and three pence half- 
penny.” 

The arehileofc felt infinitely relieved wdien 
he foul'd*' that tho discrtmaiicy was of .so tri- 
fling a eharaeler : find as his time was preeioii'^, 1 
howihliedfo sellJe ^he buRinesH at once, ihit | 
Sir Fri'derick aiipeaiedlo take a sort of cold- 
blooded tnwiird delight in dcl-iying him as a ' 
punishment for having made a inistuko in ills • 
account to llio extent of a few pence, lie I 
therefore Renlentioii.-lv expatiated on tlio ! 
nceoR-^iiy of lieuig aceNirafo lu even the mi- 
iiiiit'st inatter.s: and tlim ho slowly and d •- ' 
liociiitely t'n.sL up nil the columns, with tho 
architect looking over his shoulder. 1 

” And now, iMr. Stylos, ” ho fc-iiid, “ if you will 1 
reeeqittliis aecouid, it bliall bo paid.” I 

Iv’.Biiig from hm chair, llio groat meivl'ant ' 
ndvnneed townnls thii safe, which he o]>imic '1 ; 
and ho took forMi tho eahli-box. Ideinwlnlo 
the arehiteat had receijited tho aeeouiil , and | 
till* Frederick looked at tho modo in which I 
tho receipt was writlen, to rissuro himself that i 
it wa^ eonsisfont with tho proper foimaliLy. I 
lie tlion opened tho cash-box ; lio looked in 0110 1 
compjivlmont, wlioro tho notes ought to' be— ' 
it was empty ! Sir Fredcu-ick was astoumled : ! 
but not for nn instant did ho Buffer his fifiiuics | 
lo betray the feeling that had thus seized upon j 
him. Ho opmed tho other compartment, j 
where gold ought lo be • not a single coin w.is 
thoro! Still Sir Fredeiii'k was outwarilly as 
calm, as unrufUi'd, and as importurbahie :m i 
f*v'or: ainl lie eoklly said, nn ho clo.^ed the ( .isli- 1 
box, “ After fill, [ had better give you a ehequo | 
for tho amount.” | 

“ Just as you pleii'^o. Sir Frodorlek,” replied ' 
the Areliilect, making way' for tho inorcliaut to 
bll. down nt Inn d«'sk again. 

Sir Frodcric.k wrote out tho cheque: Mr. 
iStylo.-i rcctuvLd it— bowed- -and took his d<»- 
paHure. "When ho was gone, Sir Frederick 
.again rose from his seat, and looked into 
tho safo~hut beheld none of tho not('.s nor 
golden coins there.. lie consigned tho ensh- 
box back to its pl.iec— locked np tho sale- iiud 
put the key in hi'^ pocket. 

‘‘There must Imvo been ur>’.\.srils of two . 
thousand two hiili<ired ptaind-! lu fliat e.ash- 
box tho night befort* luht,” he .said lo hiiimolf ; 

“ and Arm?ta.sia took it all !” 

Tho merchant naturally conelndcd that his 
wife had been droadtully extravagant in 
x'arions ways: but ho was bewildered ur to 
what particular debt oonld have amounted 
to to Invgo a .‘•iim. ITo know that AnasJ.i-tia 
did not gamble at tho card-table, for the best 
of all possible reasons that she never played 
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I gardH at all. It could not have Ijocii to as- 
sist her brotlier that bIio had been bo sud- 
ilouly prosb(‘d for money : bocauBf* i£ bo, 
the inioTvoution of tho man Sliadbolt would 
havo been unnocoBsary. That it was ono debt, 
aTid not Hcvcrul, which she hod ptiid the 
iiiiflit before laat, was to bo argued from 
tho fact of only oiio creditor, or one creditor'e 
representative, J^aving* called to assert a pc- 
eiiniary claim. Who, then, could bo this ono 
creditor whom she hail contracted ho 
iiMtiiouso a li'ibility P—for as a matter of course 
Kir Kroderiede felt convinced that Anahiatia, 
and Aiittbtatia only, had eiiiplicd the cadi-boY 
of its oontenta. 

l'’or a moment tho merchant thouerht of 
proceeding bfraight to his wifo to question 
lidr on the subject: but Ihia idea ho tho next 
instant banished from Ids mind. Ho had t<ild 
Ic'j to say nothing nniru ou tho -ni.jirt— ho 
liiMC'clf had avoidid it; ho felt that Ihoro 
woiilil bo something niojin, little, n*i(l paltry 
in re-opoiiiiig that topic, inasmuch as tho very 
jircfaiory words wliich in sucli a ease* he 
would havo to utter must bo to tho etfoct 
t.hat slio had taken a much larger snm«ihnn ho 
liiol anticipated or intended. !NovcrlhcIeHs, 
Sir Frederick was resolved to iustituto some 
investigation. mind was troubled; bus- j 

picioiib, viiyiic and iinAcfinito, vverc ri-ung up 
in Ills brain. He reiiY-'inbercd his wife’s con- 
fii'-ion when a week back he had sou{>ht her in 
the drawing-room iinme-uabdy after her first 
interview with Shndbolt* lie naturally con- 
sidered that I here was something straiigo in 
the manner in which this bamo Shaillndt 
hadeomoto porfoeuto her on tho night that 
silo w^ls roooiviny company — strange al^o that 
she bhould have been so much troubled when 
his visit was aunouiie<‘d— and that, with a 
sort of toiTor she should hrv^ ' *•'' d him 

an interview insfceatl of with ! ■ ■ i*s * • bi'.iiy 
biilding him <*aJl on a futiiro dv/ and 
a iin.re suitable occasum. And now, too, 
Sir Frederick bolhoualil himself of t.iiu way 
in wlii^i Aiia'.tatui had swept her hd^era and 
p.ipi'rs into her dc-l,. on that nficrtiuon when 
lie (Sir Frederick) had songl^t her in tJio j 
<lrnwmg-room, us alrcridy alluded to. All j 
the-e reflections tioublcd the grc'it City me r- ' 
eluiiit, and in spile ot himself lie fill Iho.-o I 
siispicioiiB whieli woro agitating his mind, \ 
gathering Htreii;-tli and power, uitliough of bo . 
vaguo and indeliiiite a cliaiMcter. , 

From wh.it tho reader liiis seen of tlio ' 
merchant’s disposition, lie may havo eoinpre- ' 
jmmlcd that beneath a certain e'ilerior bliow ■ 
of cold pride and Buhilued oatoutation, there i 
was no small amount of real i.icann>' is and | 
pettiness. These little feelings were oven | 
now rising uppermo.st; and under their in- \ 
iluence Kir Frederick found himbelf leaving i 
tho study and making hi a way up to that 1 
apartment wheie Anastatia’s writing-desk | 
n.'^iiully .stood 111)011 a small table in a recoss. ' 
On tmteniig tliia Uj'aTimcnt, Sir ^'’rcde’ick 
. lo iked at tho writing-desk with aii expression 
of countenance as if lie woro saying to 
lumself, “That desk doubtloBS coni,aui 8 tho 
iiieans of elucidating this mystery !” 

As he immediately afterwards slow ly glanced 
around, he beheld a* small bunch of keys lying 
upon another table. The temptation was 
iiTcsistible : indeed tho prosoncu tho ->6 keys 
was prooisoly what tlie mon'hant was desiring 
at tho instant. He took tli^ni up ; the very 
first which he applied to Iko wnting-dosk 


was one that fitted ; and now that merchant 
who wnH usually all busiuoss-liko deliberation 
ill his proei'caingB, w'as hasty, quick, and 
even nervous in what ho was doing. Ho 
was afraid that his wifo or a Bcrvant miglit 
enter and surprise him in tho midst of an 
action which he felt to bo moan aud pitiful, 
although perhaps not altogether without justi- 
fication nnder tho oircumstoxtpes. Ho turned 
over the pupors : ho took up a piuk-tinlod 
billot ; and on reading the name of Madame 
Aiigoliqno, a dark exproesion came over bis 
couiitonance. Ho porused its contoutB. It 
demanded five liundrod and sixty- three pounds, 
j “as per bill delivered;” and it intimated 
that Mr. Isaac Sh.idbolt wan euj.ivowored to 
j receive tho amount. This indifidual’s two 
visits to 'Uudor House were thoreforo no 
! longer a mystery : but there were otlior 
j < muim ^iancc'i which wore very far from being 
I batisfaclory to Kir Frederick l^tliam. 

1 “A jear lias elapsed,” he muttered him- 
I self, “since T expressly desired Annstatia to 
iJeavo off iloaling with that womiti wlioso 
I infamous eliuraotcr I aeeidoutully di covered, 

I and whi(‘h I mentioned to my \kiio us my 
I reason for i ])0 requcbt that 1 mu do at the 
■ time. She must, havo disobeyed me — she must 
have Bineu b( cii secretly deal eg there !” 

Graver ftud d.xrker. Ill well us more delinito 
became the uiercliuiit 's suspiciom ; and ho 
listened to look over the refit of tlic papers 
which he loiind in tho desk. There w'cre all 
Madame Angel iquo’s bills, duly reecij)liMl at 
dates bhorily att'*r tlioy were sent in ; jind 
there was no bill of a date later than tho jtonod 
when, a yenr liaek, Sir Frederick luul so 
expressly desired hir wife to dibeonninic her 
patronage ol M.idaine Angeliguo’t. milbiiery 
o.itablishiiient. Itut nmoiigsl. tho ‘c o i j)orH w as 
the receipt given by Mr. Shmlbolt for the 
Slim npocitiefl in Ihn pink-finled billet. Sir 
Froderieir’ s-u '■ n '• .wed into the corrper. 
channel . !• ■ r- ■■ ir ■ . billot as the veli'clc 

of an vWi : r ■ { lijs vviie’<i ccuidui b 

itself naUirully iipiu.i/ed to be rephio wiui 
eaimes for mibgiviii^ und di.'itnisl. • 

• ‘ IVliei’cforo,” asked. Kir Frederick of him- 
self, “ nlionld bho^liavo taken upward ^ of two 
iliouband poundb to puy a bill of betw i en fiv'o 
and hi\ Imiidred?” 

There were no oilier dociinicnta in thi' dcnk 
which at* all interest id llie merehunt ; ho ■ 
aiTHiCM'd the JIaper.'. in tho order in w’IikIi L.) 
had found them -he closed Ike de-k- he ilc- * 
po.iLod tljo keys on the otlier table— and lie 
i*»-iicd from tho apartment. His mind w;.-* 
alrciwiy made up how to act; ho ordered lii'^ 
horse — and dispeii.siiig with the allci.d:mco of 
a groom, rode iortli alone. Hiivton IIiJl was • 
BOOH reaehed; and giving his lior.se to alf>itcring 
boy Lohold, Kir Frederick Latliam knocked at 
tho door of Mudcim' Aug<‘I»«iue’s villa. 'J’ho 
retired inilUner w.is at homo, and the mor- 
was eondiictL 1 into her prebonco. 
I’eiboiudly ho was a stranger lo her; and as 
ho gave no name fco tin* pretty Borvant-girl wIjLii 
answered tho door, MinlaDie Angelique^id 
unaware who tin* vi-itor was, as 
wliat his busiiie‘'S murht be. .'-ho saw IKpflwj 
was cold amt n^er.ed in his maimer : bftt hlio, 
on the otlier hand, was all affability and 
courtobv as she .desired.hiiu to be neateil.* 

“ Perhaps yon will know my nauu*, Madame , 
Angelique,” began thu morehMiit. “w'hen I 
annonneo it ua Kir Fredorn-k Lstlmm.” 

'rin* eL-niilliiu*r was startled j and her guilty i 
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oonHcionoe inatantaneously smote her with the 
Idea that her recent snooessful extortion, the 
nrooeedB of which she had duly shared with 
Mr. Shadbolt, was known to the victim’s hus- 
band. 

Whether you have an^^thingr to fear as the 
result of my visit,” continued Sir Frederick, 
*' depends entirely on yourself. If you answer 
all my questions in a manner proving that you 
are respondingr^faithful^ and truthfully, you 
have nothingr to apprehend: but, if on the 
other lAnd, you prevaricate or attempt to de- 
ceive me, I snail at once take measures which 
you will repent.” 

**Good heavens, sir, what do you moanP” 
faltered the terrified Frenchwoman, now bitterly 
repenting* ftv folly in havinfjf jeopardized herseu 
anew after havin^T bo well escaped from former 
perils. 

”Lady Anastatia Latham,” continued ^he 
morohant, fixing his cold eyes on the ex-milliner. 
“ very recently paid some five or six hundred 
pounds to an agent of your’s by the ^mo of 
Shadbolt. You see that I know everything ; 
and it is therefore luurdly necessary that 1 
should allude to your billet in which you made 
that demand.” 

”Oh! I will give back the money at once, 
Sir Frederick 1” exclaimed the terrified French- 
woman, quailing beneath the merchant’s cold 
searching gaze. 

«( No— that is not the object of my visit,” ho 
responded. ** I care nothing for the money. All 
the world knows that to Sir Frederick Latham 
such a sum is as a drop of water to the ocean. 
You confess that you him no real claim to that 
money P” 

”Itis but too dear, Sir Frederick,” replied 
Madame Angolioue, ” that you know this much 
already. But wnat do you want of me P”— and 
she quivered from head to foot. 

want you to tell me,” rejoined the mer- 
chant, with a coldly resolute air, ” by what 
means you gained such pqwer — such ascendancy 
over my wife — the means by which vou were 
enabled to exercise this terrorism— this coer- 
cion P Speak candidly, Madame AngeUque; 
and I wiU not merely forgive you for the extor- 
tion— an extortion which womd transport ydu 
—but I will go so far as to deelare that no evil 
nor inoonvonienee shall result to you from 
whatsoever information you may give me. 


establishment was not altogether for millinery 
purposes. 

Oh 1 but. Sir Frederick,” exclaimed Madame 
Angelique, ” what— what will become of poor 
IjbuSj jjaiastatia P” 

” xou have almost said sufficient in those 
few words,’* answered the merchant, quiverinff 
inwar^, tiiough outwardly he still betrayed 
no emotion, ” to prevent me from wishing to 
continue this, duoourse. Nevertheless you 
must speak out : if you have any regard for I 
yoursdx, you will have none for Lady Anasta- 
tia. Come, be quick !— explsw whatsoever you 
may have to tml me without mre useless par- 
lance.” 

” I will. Sir Frederick- 1 will,” repUed 
dame An^que. “ Lady Anastatia— Ah 1 it is 
shookiajg that you should drive me to this 
co^esnw oertainly did make use of my 
esMIUffiment in a paracnlar way ** 

** She received a paramour there P” said the 
merchant, still sneaking in a low voice which 
trembled not. 


” Well, yes. Sir Frederick. Women will bo 
women ” 

” Proceed, madam,” ho said stomW. •• My 
wife met paramour at your house P How long 
was this ago P” 

” Well, Sir Frederick, the first time it might 
have been between two and three years — 
perliaps quite three years— as far as I can 
I recollect-^” 

I ** Profligate even before maitiage I” muttered 
the merchant to himself. ”Go on, Madame 
Angelique,” he added audibly. “How often 
do you suppose ” 

“ Oh, not very often, sir ! — a very few 
times !” exclaimed Madame Angelique. 

“And has this ever taken place within the 
last two years P” inquired the merchant, thus 
including the period which had elapsed since 
his Carriage with Lady Anastatia. 

“ Well, Sir FrederioK,” rejoined the French- 
woman, “ to tell the truth, there may have been 
some three or four interviews within the term 
you namd— but this was more than a year ago 
—indeed for the last twelvemonth I have seen 
nothing of Lady Axiastatia — and she snddenly 
ceased to deal with me.” 

“ Novf tell me, Madame Angelique,” con- 
tinued the merchant, “ who was the paramour 
that my guilty wife thus mot P Or perhaps 
there was more than one P” he added, with a 
slight perceptible bittefness of tone. 

“ No— only one : of that I am certain,” an- 
swered the Frenchwoman. “ But I rea^y do 

not know his name indeed I don’t think I 

ever saw him ” 

“ No P I presume because ho was admitted 
into your house from that of your accommodat- 
ing neighbour, M. Bertin, next door P” — and 
there was now a more perceptible tincture 
of bitterness in Sir Frederick Latham’s ac- 
cents. 

“Is it possible that you wore ever in my 
house P” asked Madame Angelique. 

“IP Never, madam!” and the merchant 
drew himself up with a cold disdainful- hau- 
teur. 

“I beg your pardon, Sir Frodoriok,*’ said 
Madame Angelique : “ but as you seem to know 
everything, Idhought perhaps — ^pray excuse 

me 1 intended no offenock some of the 

first people have been in my late establish- 
ment-- — ” 

“So it appears,” said the morohant, half 
drily, half bitterly ; “ female os well as male. 


But oanyou not afford me any olue to the dis- 
covery of this paramour of my wife’s P Do you 
not know, madra,!that it is now a husband who 


is seeking to learn the author of his dishonour— 
the name of thd villain who has wrecked his 

happiness ^No, not wreoked his happiness ! 

1 not admit that the profligaoies of a vile 
woman and of some unprincipled libertine can 
wiel4 BO tremendous an influenoe over Sir 
Frederick Iiatham.” 

“ Beally I am unabla to give you any infor- 
mation on that head— I would if it were in 
n^ power— I have no reason,” ' oontinned 
Mume Angeliqnei “ to oonoeal anything from * 
yon. I very omdom saw the !gentlemen who 
came to miy estaUidiment : it was anffioient 
for me that any lady might say she had made 
an appointment there— and afi was managed 
■eonit^ through the aid of trustworthy do> 
mestios— ’ ’ 

“ Do you think it would be of any use,'* in* 
quired Sir Frederick Latham, “if I were'to go 
and question M. Bertin P” 



** Not the slightest, ** responded lladAine An- homewird a thousand painful thoughts oon- 
geli<}ue. " M. Bertin never knew with what flioted in his brain. 


pi^onlar lady any partioular gentleman 
x^ht have had an appomtment. It was snfi- 
oient for the gentleman to afford M. Bertin 


On reaohinff 
Anastatia had 
that her ladysl 


Tudor House, he learnt that 
me out in the carriage, and 
Ip had left a message to the 


some proof that he had no sinister nor hottile effect that she intended to proceed to town to 
motive in seeking to pass through his house call on her parents the Eul and Oountess of 

into mine *' Fordwioh. Sir Frederlok was glad that his wife 

** I understand,** inteijeoted Sir Frederick, was thus temporarily absent afforded him an 

“ There is consequently no means for me to ' — ' 

disoover the name of my guilty wife’s para- 
mour?** the oonflned alt of his study oppressed him, 

**None that I can point out,” replied Ma- he widked forth into his grounds. While 
dameAngdique. ”Butprayletmebeeee<dipron, there, he beheld a carriage drive up to the 
Sir Frederick Latham— do let me beg ana en- ^te ; and as the equipage entered; he saw that 
treat that yon will deal mercifully with her it was Queen Indora's. The Qu^ herself was 


opportunity of dehberating a while on the 
oourse he ought to pursue. But feding as if 
the oondned alt nis study oppressed him, 
he widked forth into his grounds. While 
there, he beheld a carriage drive up to the 
gate i and as the equipage entered; he saw that 


ladyship! Ah, sir! consider ** 

“Silence, madam!** interrupted the mer 
chant sternly : “ it is not for you to offer these 


however in it : the occupants were Mr. Bed- 
oliffe, Christian, and Christina. The twins had 
come to pay the usual visit of oourtef!^ after 


intercessions— it is for me to act as I think fit. having been invited to the entertainment at 
We mado a bargain at the outset— and I will Tudor House : while Mr. Bedoliffe also deemed 
keep it. You have given me aU the fhformation it suitable to pay his respects in the same 
in your power ; and you shall not suffer there- quarter, inasmuch as he himself had likewise 
from. For the present I enjoin you to main-i been invited, though he declined the invitation ; 
tain the striotost secrecy ‘as to e^ 


from. For the present I enjoin you to main-* been invited, though he declined the invitation ; 
tain the striotost secrecy ‘as to everythiim that and moreover Sir Frederick was the British 
has now passed between ns. It is polsiblethat ftnancial agent for that royal lady whom Mr. 
I may have to see you again ^** Bedoliffe was engaged, when oiroumstances 


I may have to see you again ^** 

“At any hour, Sir Frederick,** exclaimed 
Madame Angelique, “ma^ you obtain ao- 
oesB to me. And*relative to that little 
sum—** • 

“Keep it— keep it,’* responded the mer- 
chant, disdainfally : and taking up his hat, he 
speedily issued forth from the luxurious apart- 
ment. 

No one, on perceiving Sir Frederick Latham 
issue forth from that villa— deliberately mount 
his horse— and methodically take a shilling 


Bedoliffe was engaged, when oiroumstances 
should permit, to conduct to the altar. 


CHAPTER eXXVI. 
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from his purse to give to the poor bov who Thb ppreat City merchant was for almost the 
hold the animal, would have oonjeotured how first time in his life in one of those moods which 


much his feelings had been inwardly agitated, 
or how tensely they were still wrung. He had 


first time in his life in one of those moods which 
are utterly uncongenial for the reception of 
visitors ; but the occupants of the carnage had 


affected in Madame Angelique’s presence that already seen him ix^the grounds— and it was 
the supposed guilt of his ^e, and the pre- therefore impossible to deny himself. The 


sumed villany of some paramour, could not carriage stopped— the twins and Mr. Bedoliffe 
wield %o ^at an influence over him as to wreck alighted— and Sir Frederick Latham advanced 
his happiness altogether ; but he had not in to welcome them. 


that declaration expressed the fnruth. His was 
the sort of pride which was exactly the one to 
be most wounded by the exposure of his dis- 
honour. He was too shrewd and coldly calcu- 
lating not to bo aware that if an explosion took 


* The merchant maintained his wonted de- 
meanour : no one could have suspected that 
anything unusual had occurred. After some 
honour. He was too shrewd and coldly calon- little discourse he requested Christian and 
lating not to bo aware that if an explosion took Christinq to ramble about the nounds and 
place, all his friends and acquaintances would gardens at |^eir pleasure, while he remained 
m their mingled scandal and wisdom observe conversing inth Mr. Bedoliffe. The twins wore 
“ that it was just what he might have expected glad of the opportunity to leave the two gen- 
for marzying out of his own sphere.” And tlemen together: for they knew that Mr. 
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then too, if he brought the affhix before the | BedoUffe proposed 


tribunalB and sued for a divorce, he would have communication to Sir Frederick Latham, 
to parade all Madame Angelique’s evidence— I Accordingly, after a little more convex 

he would have to showthat Anastatia had been' 

incontinent before her marriage— and those 


particular 


Accordingly, after a little more conversation 
on general topics, Mr. Bedcliffe said, “Sir 
incontinent before her marriage— and those | Frederiok, I thuik it my duty to inform yon of 
same scandalous friends of his would,, with something which happened the night before last 


him uidess she had very good reasons for so 
doing.” 

^ But how was Sir Frederick to act P To epn- 
pomble t tolive ^I^^Anastatia as before, wtm 


about the leas} frequented suburbs of the 
metropolis.” 

“ Do you mean a robber— • highwayman— a 
larking thief ?** asked the merchant. 

**Ido,** responded Mr. BedoUffe. “The 


vras discovered, was even more than the cold in the oarriWi i^^ere intercepted by a viuain 
wemd^ disposition of Sir IVede- dressed as a Lucar, but who is beyond aU doubt 
riok J^tham oovOd beM hi^lf to. For the an English rufllan thus disguised. A strunle 
first time in his life the great menfiiant found took place between him qnd Christian i Imd 
himsdf bewildered how to act; and, as he rode Bushbrook drove up at the time, and lent his 
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aid ; but the false TiaKr;ur nmna^od hia csicajip, 
and in a manner wliich crcalod mucli sarpriHo 
in the mind of my youii^T t'riond Arhton. It 
farther appeared tliat. on a previous night, fhis 
very same dingui* od I^ascar stoppod Lord 
Itushbrook, and oithfr di<l actually rob him or 
attempted to rob biiu -but whiuh it really was 
I cannot say ; for his lordship — perhaps from 
false pride — souglit to husli up the matter. It 
is howevor Christian Ashton's opinion that the 
Visoount’s RToom could toll more of the par- 
tioulars of that cato. The Viscount begged 
Awbton not to ineiiljon at Tudor Housu a 
single K^JIabloof auy of theso circumsi uncos ; 
and ho advanced reasons which led Christian to 
promiso complianoo uith ihia on treaty. Hnt 
fast ovoning Miss Ashton was horsolf waylaid 
by tlio same villain * fortunately however there 
was prompt succour at hand to roscuo her; 
and the false f/isoar escaped. It has now 
liocomo so evident that the fellow is a most 
desperate and dangerous character, , that 1 
Topresentod to Ashton this morning that it was 
a positive dnt^ to Lord Uushbrook's desire for* 
secrecy and silence, anil to pui. you on yonr 
guard, inasmuch us twice lu your neighboiif- 
hood havu this robber s a\otf.atiuus been 
exoroised. Whether yon will men! ion all those 
thiinia to T^ady Anastatia, is«a matter for your 
own consideration.” 

“To bo sure,” said Sir Vred crick, whose 
heart sickened at the wore mention of Lady 
Anaatatia’s name. ” I am exec'cdingly obliged 
to yon, Mr. KodclifFe, fur all this information. 
Hushlu’ook has not said a word of either of 
-those adventures, although I saw him yester- 
day But how carao it that ho and Mr. 

Abhton hliould the night before last havo suf- 
fered the villain to o.scapo thorn ‘r” 

‘‘I have already hinted,” roplb'd J\Tr. Ecd- 
clifTe, “ that the occurrcuco is smuewliai 
I a singular one. It appears that the filse 
Lascar was oomplcioly the povrer of ijovd 
ICushbrook and our young frieiul (Kristian : 
they had hold upon his garments. All of a suddun 
the Ijasoiir* looked very hard at the Viscount, 
and said those words — ‘What about that 
«afo aud oash-box 'r’ — wlioroupon tho Vhi- 
cuunt suddenly lot go his » hold upon the 
villain : ho brul.o away from Christian, and 
thus oscapoil.” 

Sir Fredoriok Latham heard with a sudden 
astonishment tho latter portion ox this ex- 
planation : the words ” safe” * and “ cauh- 
Dox” all in an instant upj^earod bv some 
incomprehensible means to connect • what the 
moroh^t was now listening to, with all that 
for the last fow hours had been so painfully 
uppermost in his mind. 

“What were the words he mmlo use of?'* 
inquired Sir Frederick of Mi. Bodclitfo. 

“ I recollect perfectly well,” was tho lat- 
ter’s response, “that Christian AshL/n men- 
tioned them to me as being precisely these— 

‘ What about that safe and casli-box ?’ — And 
then, it might have been imagination on 
Christian’s part, biiL ho assures mo it sU’uok 
him that Visoount Kushbrook seemed to | 
stagger bock a pace or two while he eer- I 
iainly let go of tho man's garments as if his | 
hands bad been suddenly smlUen with pariv- | 
lysis, lihis description, moreover, seems to 
liava bOda corroborated b^' what Bushbrook 
liioil^ said immiMliately afterwards, and 
wbdmi' was to the effect that ho had been 
seised with a diR/im>N-( - - a sudden sicknoss 
jdF eumc4hing of tho kind — and which he 


I attributed to the viands ho had eaten at 
1 supfior having di^agrood with liiin.” 

Ail tliis appeared more and more strange 
to Sir Iredoriok Ijutliam : tt-r with his know- 
lodgo of Biishbrook’s character, ho was na- 
iiirally kd to surmise that ho had some 
very substantial reasons indeed for keeping 
silence, and onjoiiiing it to be kept in re- 
spect to tho two poriluiia adventures with 
the Lascar. And moreover. Sir Frederick 
could not help thinking that wliat liad been 
taken for a sudden paralysis of tho hands, 
was in reality a terror inspired by llic 
words thrown from clio lips of tho false 
Lascar : while tho pica of sickness from 
indigestion was merely an exouso to account 
for the same. But still tho rrierclmnt was at 
a liisM for any probable or feasible menus of 
intclligonco connecting tho adventure in respc<'t 
to the Lascar with his own safe and casii-bux 
whence all the money had disuppearud. 

“I can* assure you, .Sir Fiedorick,” adde(l 
Mr. liedchlfe, “our young friend Christian 
was very much annoyed that 1 ho falso La-^ear 
shoul I liiivn escnpoil him— and all tho inoisi 
so wJien*when ho heard ihat by this e.n apc 
tlio riiillaii had remained at largo iit 
iouijit an oiil rage against the youth’s sisb'r 
Christina.'’ 

“1 will assuredly gi^o orders to havo my 
premises watched,” obsjjivod Sir Frcdei-jck ; 
“lor BO desperate a character as ihi-^ tako 
Lnsour, niny attempt murder before bis exploits 
are cur bliori by tho liaml of juRtice.”^ 

The two gentlenn-n wen* now reiolned by 
CliriMian and Chris. i.c, who had been ram- 
bling through tlio grounds; and the J>.irry, 
taking their leave t)f Sir Frederick, drove 
away in the earnago. 

fcSir Frcderl(>k eonlinuod to -walk in Ins 
grounds, pondering everything that had litij)- 
pened in tho earlier piirt of tho day, ii.s 
well as cveryll.iMg that he had just hoard. 
In referein-e to the sufo and cubli box ho 
knew' not what to think: the isiacar's allii^imi 
to tliose objects was so strange, it eotld not 
havo been a mere c'cnncidonee. While lie was 
thus in pcrplc^dy giving way loins reflections, 
Loril linslibrook’s phaeton eanio dashing up 
tho avcuuu, — (ho Viacouut driving, the 
eeatod by his idtln. 

“ There is something Bingular in those fre- 
quent volts of my broihei -in-law,” said tho 
inorchttiit lo liimself. “lie was hero y.-sUi*. 
day — ho is hero again to-day. llo cuririot 
expect to got any moro money out of mo 
Ro soon ; and I am sure that it is not 
ihrough lovo of either his sister or myself 
that he favorjs us with such frequent I 

Vlt’itB.” 

And the merchant was right, thouRh ho 
BUBpeclcd not how: for Bushbrook had iu- I 
deed to aacertain whether anything had been | 
Baid in respect to tno adventures with tho 
Lascar. Sir Fredoriok w'oiit forward to 
zeooive his brothor-in-law ; and thojir ontored 
tho house together. After some little eon-* 
vorsation, the merchant made a pretext for 
tomporuinly leaving the room; and ho haatonod 
in Boarch of Bushbrook’a groom. Hu hod tiud 
nothing to the Viscount relative to all he had 
BO recently heard f he wibhed m tho Ikot 
instance to learn wliatsoover additional infor- 
mation tho groom himaolf might be possibly 
able to afford. The mun was fonna'tit the 
BiablOB looking at Sir T rcderick’s horses ; and 
the merchant beokonod him aside. 
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WJiat was that adventuro with a disffuist^d I ffot roady; and aac-ending to tho dvAwing- 

tlin lior niirllf. P'* RhVoiI Sll* 'nAnm lin ua4<1 f/t 1 


Lascar tho other night ?’* askod Sir Frodorick. room, ho said to ilushhrook, “ Your lordship 
“ Como— I daro i>ay yonr master did not wish must pardon mo for leaving yon bo iibnipily : 
to frighten U8 at Tudor House, and therefore he but I have just received a letter which oaik me 
has told yon to LoIjI your tongue ; but you need into tho City.*' 


hot hesitate to explain everything to me .’—and 
thus speaking, Sir Frederick jihLccd a giunoa in 
the groom’s hanf. , 

“ AVhy, sir, tho truth is,” responded tho do- 


“Well, I shall be off likewise,” said the 
Viscount. “Shall I give you a lift in my 
phaeton K* ^ 

“ 1 thank you, my lord,” responded the mer- 


mestic, “ there were two adventures with that I chant : “ but I set a value upon my neck, and 


Lascar— one about a week back, and the other 
on tho night of tho party. To which do you 
allude, sir ?” 

“ 'I'o both,” was tho response. 

“ On tho first oooa‘}ioii, air,” resumed the do- 


your lordship's feokless driving by no means 
suits my ideas of safety.” 

During his nde into London Sir Frederick 
Latham continued to reflect more and more on 
everything he had heard; and he wondered 


mnsiic, “ I think his lordship had taken a little whether tiio inquiries ho was aboul to institute 
lot) miudi of your wine, sir— saving your pro- would throw any light upon one portion of 
fc^uncu — and ho upset iho phneton. I was tho toiuos which hewihlerod him. He w.is a 
stunned on the spot ; and when I (‘aino to mv man of romarkahlo sagacity in business-mat- 
hcni*(‘.s again hii lordship was cr^ iug out ‘ Str/p tern, and kocnly prompt to seize upon any clue 


tiiiof !’— and then his lordship went ontswc'aring which by any possibility might seem to promise | 
terribly, making mo Imlieve that lie had been tho unravohnent of a mystery. Ho repaired 
robbed. Tlioro was htraiiKC lu liis straight to tlio olTioo of Mr. May, tho soKoito r, J 

lordship's manner, •-it !l!f»n:'li he decLi^-'d ho m Gray’s Inn Square: tlmt gentleman vtiSr 


liad not been robbed;; “ • 

“ And what about tho advoniuro of tho night 
heft • • last?’* inquired Sir Frederick, veryanx- 
ioii.ily 

“ Wli sir, US wo u'crotdriving homo, wc saw a 
follov,* III V !•: ( ri.gninig with you’ig M;*. Ash- 
ton; find ilieii Jjis lordMhip crio<i oul tliat ho 


was the vf'o hainedjascar wlio had rubbed linii rt -.if’ct. 


I alone at the time in hia private room ; and 
he at onco received Sir Frederick Latham. 
Tho lawyer and tho jnerehant wore uerson- 
ally unknown to each other : bnt tlie lUstuTit 
tho great name of tho latter was announecd, 
tho profoasional gentleman was on tho alert 
to receive him with all possible oourtosy and 


the fdl . r nlgi't.” 


Mr. iVIay,” said Sir Frederick, taking tho 


The groom proeoeded to relate the incident of reat vvliich was proffered to him ; “lam about 


tlio Lascar’s escape from Lord Du-htirook and 
Oliristmn, just ns Mr, Ile.lcliife li.ul alreiuly do- 
t tiled tho cireumstnnces to .sir h'redcrick : but 
the groom of his own accord added “ that liis 


to put throo or four questions which may scf>m 
.-'ingular; but I bog you not to refuse to answer 
them on that aceoiiiit— nor to prejudge dispa- 
r.ajingly the nobleman whose namo I snail havo 


lordhliip j'cemed struck quite ab.iek when the to mention. 1 allude to my brother-in-law, the 
riifiiuu again spoke about tho solo and cash- Vi'fcount I?.iiBlil)rook.’* 


“ And you havo not iho slighiest notion what 
the villain alluded to P” said tho merchant m- 
q'uringjy. 

“ f^ot^ho least, sir,” replied thp bowildored ' 

gloOlJl. 

“Kow tell me, my good felloy,” coiillnued 
Sir FrotltTiek— and he j)ut nnoi her gninoa into 
the domestie/s hand,-- “has his lordship your 
imutor paid any cousideiablo sum of money 


“ Ah, indeed !” said Mr. May, with tho nir 
of ono to whom that namo was far from un- 
familiar. • 

“ You know tho Visconut F” continued Sir 
Fivderick, — “I mean, of course, TiLol'oBsion* 
ally-—” 

ii havo not tho honour of being his lord- 
pliip's ]irofcsaioin>J adviser,” interjectofl Mr. 
May. 

“ No— bub you^ have been very roemiUy 


^ esierd.ay or to-day 1 mean, is it within your engaged against him,” resumed tho mcrehiint ; 

knowledgo that he has dono BO P Whaloverin- “and yai-t*.rd:iv, X understood, ho called upon 
f<irinntion you give me, will do you no harm ; you ” • 

0 lid you can keep silent as to having boon quos- “ Tiuo, Kir Frederick,” rosponded llm 
tioiicd in this way,” solicitor : “ his lordship came to settJo a little 

“ I don't know, sir, whether his lordship has matter Imt to be candid with you, Vis- 

paid away any large sum of money,” answered count ] lush brook paid mo some thirieoii liiiu- 


ilio groom: “but paving your presence, sir, 
and with no disrespect, 1 do know that (hero 
was an execution out against his lordship 
for twelve or thirteen hundred pounds— be- 


drod poniKls lo set tie a liability on uhich I had 
been compollcd to issue an oxoeution against 
liiB person.*' 

“Precisely bo,” said the merchant. “And 


lor twelve or tmrtecn iiuuurcu pounds — be- “Prccisoly bo, snid the mereuant. "And 
niiuso he told me to tako caro that lio ^vas now 1 am about to ask the (picstiou which may 
always denied if ever Buftcr tho IShcriff’s-oilicer seem most Binuular. Did you happen to take 
Hhould happen lo coll. ^Vell, sir. yesterday his tho numbers of tho notes in which Lord Bush- 


lordship drove to Mr. May’s, tho attorney’s, in 
Gray’s Inn Square ; and when ho came out of 


brook settled this liability ?” 

“Mob! asgure<ll.>^’’ oxclaimud Mr. May : “for 


tho office, he jumped into tho phaeton, saying I at onoo sent off the money to my banker's ; 
he didn’t now caro a curse for aU tho ityffors in and as a matter of piocauiiou, I invariably keep 
exisionco.” { tho iiuniberH of bank-notes thus confided to thu 

“ Breathe not a Hyllnble to a adnl that I have ) care of a elork.” 


oven boon (lucstioning you,” said Sir i rede- 
rick. 


As ho Eoparalcd from tho groom— who know ; doriek. 


“ Would you oblige by favouring mo with a 
sight of those bame uumbers P” asked Sir Fro- 


not wbtf!r*to think of the numerous auories The lawyer, wondering at the roquest, at «>hce 
that had been put to him— the merohani looked produced the lini, — which the merebant com- 
ae his watch, and found that it was now three pared with a slip that he took fi*''m ids own 
o'olook. Ue at once ordered his carriole to be pocket-book. All the numbers on Mr. May’s 
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lilt oorretponded with a qnantitj of those 
whicdi were on the merohant’s list: but Sir 
Frederiok displayed not any partioalar feeling 
wbioh ooold enable the lawyer to judge of the 
eifeot produced on him by the resut of the 
investi^tion. 

'*1 return you my best thanks,’* said the 
merchant, rismg from his seat ; ** and I beg 
that the subjeot*of our interriew may be kept 
altogether secret.'* 

**I hope, Sir Frederick,’* ,aaid Mr. May, 
*'that there is really nothing soTexy unplea- 
sant ’* 

“ Not the least I” intccnwted the merchant. 
*' It was as much for Lord Bushbrook’s sake as 
my own, that'it was desirable to ascertain the 
number of these notes which were paid into 
your hand.” 

Sir Frederiok Latham then took his leave of 
the lawyer; and entering his carriage, he 
ordered the coachman to return to BaUiam 
Hill. The point was now ascertainid : Ike 
greater portion of the contents of the caslNbox^ 
had evidently found their way into the hands 
of Lord Bushbrook. 

” And thus Anastatia,** said the merchant to 
himself, “ has robbed hei* htsband for ^e sidce 
of her brother ! This is but too evident. But 
yet I am as far off as ever ffom compr^ending 
what meant the allusion of that false Lascar to 
the safe and the cash-box. This is a strange 
mystery : but I must strive hard to unravel 
itr 

During the remainder of the drive home- 
ward, the merchant continued to reflect how 
he should act in respect to his wife— but with- 
out coming to any positive decision. On 
reaching Tudor Locu^, he found a note from 
Anastatia, to the elroot that her mother, the 
Countess of Fordwich, had been taken vexy ill, 
and that she (Anastatia) therefore puxposM to 
remain with her parent until the evening. Sir 
Frederiok was not sorly : the delay would 
afford him additional leisure to settle his mind 
as to the plan to be pursued in respect to that 
wife whdm he believed to have bm so guilty. 
Ho dined by himself ; and afterwards wall^ 
forth into his grounds— it ^eing a beautixul 
moonlit evening in that autumn season of the 
year of which we are writing. 

While thus rambling in the garden. Sir Fre- 
deriok Latham revolve in his own nimd eveiy 
particular which he had received from the lips 
of Madame Angelique in the forenoon ; and he 
thought to himself that he had not precise 
enough in his questions for the pumse of 
ascertaining who was the paramour that had 
been spoken of. He fancied that there were 
other queries he might have put— minuter par- 
tioulars which he might have gleaned; ana he 
determined to visit lladame Angelique again 
forthwith. He was a cautious man, as the 
reader has seen : he wished to do nothing 
rashly s it was consistent witii his character to 
obtain as many details as possible in respect to 
drcumstances of such gravsi importance. He 
ordered his horse to be saddled ; and this time 
he took a groom to attend upon him ; for the 
road ftom Balham HiU to Brixton is in some 
parts kmely — and Sir Frederiok had the 
Lasoig prominent amongst other images in his 

The eveiiin|r» as we have said, was beautifully 
moRmlit ; ana a distance of about three miles 
and a hiui was soon accomplished. The mer- 
. dhant did nct^however wish his domestic to 
perceive where he intended to call, for fear lest 


the viUa should be known as the residence of a 
retired tradeswoman from the West End. Sir 
Frederick therefore bade his dependant await 
his return at a respectable inn at a little dis- 
tance ; and he proceeded on foot to Madame 
Angehque’s abode. On readhinff his destina- 
tion, Sir Frederiok beheld no lights in any of 
the front rooms ; and he thought that probably 
Madame Angelique might be oat : for as it was 
only half-past nine o’clock he could not suppose 
that she had thus early retired to rest. He 
knocked at the front door ; and at that instant 
violent screams pealing through the house, 
reached the amaied ear of Sir Frederiok La- 
tham. 

We must here interrupt the thread of our 
narrative for a brief spime, in order to explain 
the reason of these cries. There was a fair 
beixm held at a little distance, in the neighbour- 
hood ; and Madame Angelique had given per- 
mission to her two men-servants (the coachman 
and footniiui) as well as to her cook to visit the 
scene. She tiierefore remained alone in the 
house with the pretiy maid, who has already 
beonnoi^oed. The servants who hod received 
permission to visit the fair, had gone thither at 
about seven o’clock, after their mistress’ 
dinner ; and a shon while afterwords the 
pretty maid might have been seen tripping 
across the garden— th&ce a little way along 
the road— to drop a couple of letters into the 
local post-office. The distance was not alto- 
gether a hundred yards : the pretty maid's 
absence did not therefore last above a few 
minutes : but still it was sufficient to afford the 
opportunity for a larking villain who was on 
the watch, to glide very noiselessly into the 
house. 

This was none other than Barney the Barker, 
in his Lascar disguise. He had seen Madame 
Angelique’s men-servants at the fair : he had 
recognised them by their livery, which he had 
observed on the day when the oarrii^ had 
passed him during his altercation with the 
Duke of Marohmont ; and believing Madame 
Angdique -to be well off, he thought bb might 
as well proflt by the comparatively unprotected 
state of ner residence, now that he beheld the 
men-servai^ts at the fair. He concluded that 
the woman whom he saw with them, was like- 
wise a dependant of the ex-mil]iner*s house- 
hold ; and taking care not to be seen by these 
domestics, he 1 A them in the vicinage of the 
booths and stalls. Making the best of his way 
in the direction of the villa, he came within 
sight of it at the very moment the maid-servant 
was tripping fofth wi& her mistress’s letters ; 
and st^ng through the garden at the book, 
Barney the Barker glided into the house. The 
kitchen was unoccupied at the moment : he 
traversed it— he ente^ the passage leading to 
the* hall— the parlour-door happened to be 
standing ajar — he peeped in, and beheld 
Madame A^eHque taking a comfortable nap 
upon the sof a^ which was ckawn near the table 
whereon wine and dessert appeared. There 
was no lamp in the room i but the light from 
the whidow was sufficient to reveal the Frenoh- 
woman’t sleephig form to the Barker’s qyes. 
He orq»t softiy up the stairs, and entered a 
bed-chunber, whi<m, by its appearance, was 
evidently that of Madim AngeUque. There 
he remuned for a minute or two, delibe- 
rating whether he should raa^w the 
place at once and trust to oireninktanDes 
to enable him to beat a fetreat— or whether 
he should hide himsdlf under the bed, and 
< 



bj mdcing bii appmiranoe befora Madame Ange- For upwards of half an hour did tbe maid* 
Uquo in tbe middle of tbe night, tatort from her serrant remain in that ohamber-— more, as it would 
terrors a far Hurgsr boot/ than he might perhaps seem, for the purpose of whiling awaj the time 
suooeed in qb^ning from his own unassisted re- than for the completion of anj aotual work which 
searches in the room. The sound of the back-door she had to do ; because this latter might ha? a 
closing, and then the light trip of footsteps been compressed into a third of that space. Jm 
ascending the stairs, left the Barker no farther was a lifel/, happj girl, and sang to her^f during 
discretion in the affair. He oomprebended that the interval she remained there— unconioious as the 
tbe prett/ sereant-maid had returned, and that she bird upon tbe bough that tbe concealed, ooUed-up 
was most probabl/ seeking her mistress’s chamber reptile was in readiness to spring forth. At i 
to prepare it for the night: so he aooordingl/ length she quitted the room, taking the light with 
sUpped at once under the couch. The girlwnteied, her ; and the Buxker thought to humlf thatas he 
and was for some time busied in the chamber,— had remained there secure so^ long, it would per* 
tbe Burker being in readiness to spring forth and hope be better worth his while to tarr/ until Ma* 
seise her bj the throat if she should bj an/ chance dame Angelique should coipe up to the chamber— 
happen to look under the bed. Little suspected when, after sleep had fallen upon her e/ei^ he 
the.pceM[|^Baid that danger was so imminent | might steal forth, he might awaken her, and he 
andTit was perhaps fortunate for her that she did might compel her tp sorrier up all tlm moa&f 
not plunge her e/es mto tbe rufUan's place of am- and valuables she had in the house., B/ this phuoi, 
Vusb. • > too, he would secure himself a safe egress iia the 
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midst of the night ; wborcss if he now plundered 
the chamber, and endeavoured to steal off, he 
night be perceived by either the maid or the mia- 
trA8s->an alarm might be raised— llp4 bif cepthre 
would be the result. All thingi cqoiidered fbere- 
iotBf the disguised J^osofur prefirred reqsAining 
whore he was. 

An hour passed—when the .Barker hterd Ma* 
dame AngeliqueVi stepi in tbg hlH below; epd im- 
mediately afterwards hef apioe ifeued an instruo- 
tion to the piaid. This WM tg tbp eff<Bct that op 
Madame Angcliguo hod mgde but a poor dinner, 
■he fanoiod a lohstpF for bep lupper (for she wae a 
Tory great gouripapd) ; and dapp wet desired to 
ipopd to the flsbmqnger'e liiop, wbiob woe at no 
great distanpb, ppd propipre tb# covetpd edible. 

Shall I dret tp|co up lightp to the parlour, 
tna’ain P" asked ^ape, from tbe paspage leading to 
the kitchen, which wae on the ground 8oor, and 
not one of tboie odioui pubterraneonf in which 
domeetic lervante are top often burie^ae tbe;y 
were workepe in miplatare minee. « j 

•« ifo _ ^ait till you eomo baok,'* apeweped 
Madame Angolique: **but jpet give pm aebamber- 
eopdle. You niod not he afraid ^to go oepuse to 
the fishmonger’s : it is a beautiful clear evening, 
with the moon abiniog." • 

'*01i, Tm not afraid, mofoip/’ responded tha 
pretty maid * and baaing given bffP nittrefe the 
lighted candle, the iiened from the 
Madame Angeiiqua began mounting ptaipi 
Cowards hep ebamber,— on rpoobiog wbiek ahp wof 
about to change her evening toilet for a comfort- 
able ds$MiUi§, that she might all the more plea- 
santly abandon herself to the pleasure pf tbe| 
•spected evening repast. But scarcely bad sba 
put the candle upon the drawers, when ppe woe 
transfixed with bopror on beholding a greaC ooorpa 
dusty boot protruding from beneath the drapery at 
the foot of the bed* ibr a moment she stood 
stupefied : thsp p cry escaped her lipp— and obe 
was mtlpuig for the door, when hep hioking 
up the flopp. carpet, became ent|^g)ed tbepoin— 
and down she felt. < j 

Out rushed the Barker froin his hidiog^pta^e I 
and as the terrified woman rose to her knees, shg 
found herself confronted by the viUanoi}i*tooking 
Lascar whom a few days previously ••he bad re- 
lieved, and who had attacked tbeOuke of Morob- 
mont. 

** Shriek out again, and you're a der.d ’ooman!*' 
•aid the Burker, in a terrible voice, as be raised 
his club in a menacing manner. 

Nevertheless Madame Angelique did cry out ae 
she knelt at the villain's foot s ho utter^ a tre- 
mendous execration, and was about tu blrike with 
all bis force at her bead, when she suddenly left 
off screaming, and said, "For God's sake don't 
murder me ! I'll give you everything I've got 1'* 
"That’s common sense,*’ said the Burkor; "and 
now look sharp about it, so tout ^ou piay eit down 
all cosy and comfortable to daC that there lobster 
which the gal’s gone for." 

A^gnwhUe Sir Frederick Latham hod knocked 
oCtlMi^Aont doort but the sound was not heard 

2 ^ ha ’ibe room whore this scone was taking place 
hf it whe situated at the back of the bouse, 
the whole front of the first storey being used as a 
drawing-room. Immediately after the merohant'e 
Imoek, eeredmn pealed forth : Sir Frederick at 


once know there must be something wrong— and 
be rushed round to the back part of the premises. 

' There he found the kitchen door standing wide 
opepi M Joqe hqd Itft it op ffoing forth i and he 
I entered the bo»H. Clt^ ceacliing the passage, be 
; beard a gruff voice ety, $birty-two sovereigns P 
Why, 4^ oil gammon. A lady like you 

" I oeepte you I have pp piore ready money in 
the house," Afadpme Applique replied in accents 
of shuddering tepror. 

The gruff voioe gave vent to some bitter impre- 
eatioo; and Sir Frederick Latham, now feeling 
eoDvinced that a ropbery war being perpetrated in 
the house, stole up the etaipease. It was so well 
cappeipd that tha sounds of his steps were not 
heard; pud all in a moment bo burst into the 
chsmboF frkere the ruffian was keeping Madame 
Angolique in a state of such awful alarm. 

** Ak 1** ejaculated Sir Frederick, os he caught 
right of l^e Loipic's drese. 

PPfkifi forth from the lips of the 
if-mlllfnert ppf with O savage growl did the 
Bqrker spring iipwarde the merchant. Sir Frede- 
ricki who VM from deficient* in courage, at 
onpe pioied fifth biip— Madame Angelique seised 
Uj)pn the mjipppaDt fpom behind— and he was 
hurled upon the floor* 

Hold him right, Sir'Frederick," exclaimed the 
ITrenriiffompn, ebile 1 nun for the police !” 

"Stop, I oommand you!" cried the merchant, 
^itb hii knpp upon the Barker's chest and his 
right hand at the mimpeant’s throat. " Bemain 
hope, Madame Angelique I— do you hear me, I 
epyP-pomem hpper* 

" But this villain, jSip Fpedcriok " 

" SilemBp-TOPd do •• It bid you I Now ihut the 
dpop.’^ 

The FreDphffopitu— who FM ot present as 
much pstoniihed »s she woe jatt fow alarmed— did 
Mihe fos dsrifod; epd SI' Fredi*rick paid to the 
Burker, " Am wer me a questio- .)r two, ana I will 
let you go. .Befuse— eari 1 bund you orgr to the 
pplioe « 

" The fust iwtbe best," peiponded Barney, gasp- 
ing for b^h, and smitten with surprise that ho 
•bbuld beWfis spokeit to. " Nqf then, air, what ie 

4»r 

"The night before 1^" continued tbe mer- 
ebont, "you bad a certain scene on the road near 
Balham Hill; and you laid to a nobleman— Lord 
Bush brook— who hod you in custody, * TThat 
about tho oafe aud the caoh-hoa whereupon bo 
at ouco lot you go. Tell me the meaning of those 
words." 

" And if 1 do," said the Barker, " how do I 
know—" 

'^Tbat I ehall let you gop" interrupted the 
merchant. " Is it not worth yonr while to trust 
to my promise P You cannot make your position . 
worse— but you may make it better." 

^ " True enough I" ejaculated Barney. "So here 
gogj ■ ..—But the gal will be coming back with the 
lobster -i—” ' ^ 

" Go you, madam/' said the merohon^ " and 
•ee that your domestics " 

"Themes only one at home— the other is ouv* 
observed Bjirney. 

" Go, then, madam— and keep the dBrannestie 
quiet," eold Sir Frederick Latham. " Let nothing 
of oU ihie be known! And fear nothing I— fee 
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ibis feilow is far more ih ibj power ihati he (hn- 
ciee himself.” 

Madame AngeliqUe quitted the ohamber; ehd 
the merchant, without releasing the fiurker ihotu 
bis prostrate poaiiiop, haktdned to say,”! hate 
already told you on wliat conditlods t am inclined 
to deal mercifully with you. Speakl-gife nth 
the explanation I hare sought.” 

**1 will, sit,— trusting 16 your goodnea,” re- 
sponded she false LasoAr. '*Toii SSe, the fact is, 
sir— and there's no uM in denying It-^t thought 
as how the night ybii had that grand party Would 
be a farourahle opd for me to do a little business 
in my way ; and so 1 went \o hate a look about 
the premises s for it sometimes hanpeni, you 
kpow, that genelman's sertanta theirscltea baa no 
objection to what we call a put-up afthir— — -that 
means an arranged and planned robbery. Being 
rnytlier skilled in readihg people's countenances, X 
could pretty easy tell which aerranta yoU may talk 
to in a particular why, hhd which *yott may 
not " 

” Well, well,l* iuterrupted'filir Brederiok Batham, 
”you were lurking about thy house the night of 
the party. What next P” I 

” 1 took the liberty of peSping in at a window,” 
replied the Burkor ; ” and what the deuce ehould 
I see, but a genelman helping hlaself to a lot of 
notes and gold out df a kesh-box ; and thoro 
was a Safe a^standiag open. Ob, ho! thinks 1 to 
myself ” 

” Never mind what you thought,” interrupted 
tho City merchant. ” Who was that gentleman P” 

** Ah ! sir, I knowed him pretty well,” replied 
the Barker ; ” for the fact is, I'd met him before, 
lie was your brother-in-law, aa I’ve beerd tell^ 
Lord ttushbrook.” 

“And ho emptied the cash-box P” demanded 
Sir Frederick. 

“Tjmt, by jingo, he did^aUd in no time too 1” 
rejoined tho Barker. “Then he put the kesh-box 
buck iiJto the safe; and Just at that moment 1 do 
bcliovo be twigged me a looking at him through 
the winder ; for he gived such aatart and turned 
aa pale aS death— but I bolted away like a ahot. 
Of oourae t euapected ih a moment be was doing 
summut he didn't ought to do; and so wheu 1 
arterwards found myaolf in bii power, I thought 
I’d just see what a httio bint on the subject would 
proiluce; and bless yoU, sir, be let go hla hold ou 
me just for all the world aA if bo was dropping a 
hot tatcr.”, 

“ And now one word more,” %aid the City mer- 
chant ; “ and you need not be aAraid to answer me 
—for t have reason to know that you have just 
been telling me the truth, and 1 will keep iny bar- 
gain with you. You had mbt Lord BuobbrM on 
a former i ecaaion P Did you rob him f haw f — and 
if so, of how much P Now remember ! if you tell 
me the truth, 1 am not going to take any atep 
to make you disgotge your plUbder: bat I will 
suffi^r you to depart without any farther molesta- 
tion.” • 

“ Well, Sir, the fact is I did rob hbn,” Answered 
the Barker but it was a preciottS bad Job f# 
tna— fbP like a Attssed feol aa 1 am, 1 lost all the 
toon e? art erwatds. and detrilish hear got myself 
took uw the barg M**- ” 

“ How mttoh did you rob him off* inquired Bir 
FrederlAb- , 
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“ Well, it was exaeily two thousand pounds, ail 
in bank-notes,” answered the Barker. “ As you 
may werry well suppose, I Was astounded when 1 
come to diakiver the* Amount ; and aa some of the 
notes was werry high onea—flftiea and hundreds, Igf 
mtan— 1 thoiigUt they wae of no more uae to me 
than the elephant was to the old genelman when 
he won it in a raffle. Howaomever, I reCullecwtl 
an old Jew that did A little baslh|^ in that way— 

1 mean who changed bank-notes without asking 
no (pieatlDna; so off £ posted to him. But whai 
does the old soatopMo but he givSa me a lot of little 
notes, all five poUnderA— teUing me be WAs only 
oharging a hundred pounds for the Job, And that I 
might think myself devilish lucky in having fallen 
into such hands. And So at first 1 did: but then, 
behold you, air I When 1 afterwards tried to change 
one of the five pAn' notes, the shopkeeper said aa 
how it was A forgery and roared out for the police. 

If I hadn't given him a tap over the head and 
knocked him down senseless behind bis Own 
junior, it would have been all up with me. 
Uowsomever, I got clear oil' : but every oue of the 
notes tho ntscally old Jew had given me, was bad 
'uns. I Went his quarters In the middle of the 
night with the intenthpi of telling him a bit of 
my mind— and perhaps of giving Aim a tap ion t 
but tho Waggabone had butted ; and ao you sec as 
how, sir, 1 was moat cruelly robbed by that pre- 
cious old aooundrel.” 

Sir Frederick had listened with much impa- 
tience to this long tale ; but he thought he had 
better hear it to the end ; and now that it waa 
finished he had no more questions to ask. Keep- 
ing possession of the Barker’s club. Sir Frederick 
rose from off bis prostrate form ; and stepping 
buck in a manner which showed that he was pre- 
pared fur any treacherous attack on tho mis- 
creant’s part, he said, “ fou may now steal forth 
from the house. Proceed —I will follow 1 And 
beware how you are found again lurking* in this 
neighbourhood, or in that of my own abode— for 
the police will have orders to taka you* into cus- 
tdHy.” 

“ Don't you bet afeard, sir,” answered the Bar- 
ker ; “ I’ve had quite enow of these here parts of 
the country for the present.” 

The rufltan stole down the stairs,— Sir Frederick 
Latham folloaing with the club in bia hand, ualil 
he saw bflu safe out of the front door. Madame 
Angelique,had in the meanwhile been talking to 
her pretty maid-servant in the kitchen,— the girl 
having retuhied from the neighbouring fish- 
ittobger'a: but Jane was utterly unsuspicious of 
the incident which had ooourr^, and of the pre- 
sence of tho desperado in the house, -although it 
struck hev that her mistreu was somewhat Hur- 
ried, and that it was likewise singular she should 
remain in conversation with her there. The ex- 
teiUiner beard tho IVont dour close ; and ahe then 
quitted the kitdfien. Htjoining Bir Frederick 
Latham in the hail, she conduoted him into tho 
parlour; and tho merchant laid, “Yon may per- 
haps think it strange, Madame Angelique, that I 
should have auffered that miaoritut to escape x but 
ae you beard a part of .that oonveraation which £ 
held with him, yon niAy poeelbly have undecetouil 
that I have a reiion Isr dealing Ihua leniently. 

Thu truth is, he hu given me eome inlormatioa 
Whieh I was most Anxious to obtain, and for which 
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it WM well worth my while to bribe him by meeiu 
of hie own freedom. More I need not ley upon 
Ihe lubfjeot ■ ' — unleea it be to enjoin the etricteat 
eeoreay on your part in reapect to all that has thus 
ooourred.*' 

** 1 am sure, Sir Frederick/' answered Madame 
Angeliquei " after your kindness to me of this 
mom^g, you hsTe only to express your wishes in 
order to hare them fulfilled by me. But how oame 
you at the houae^in the very nick of time——" 

Sir Frederick explained that he had ridden 
across from JBalham Hill, to arfc some more ques- 
tions in reapect to the topic which had been dis- 
coursed upon in the morning t but Madame Ange- 
liquo could gire him no further explanations. She 
deolared that she bad neyer, to her knowledge, 
aeon the paramour whom Lady Anastatia bad occa- 
sionally met at her house; and in short, Sir 
Frederick Latham took his leave of the ex-milliner 
no wiser on that point than he was previous to 
this second visit. 

But the mystery of the cash-box appeared to 
him to be now fully elucidated. Indeed it wkl 
most natural for him to entertain the conviction 
that Anastatia had given Lord Bushbrook the key 
of the safe that he might help himself to its con- 
tents. , 

" And thus," said Sir FMerick to himself, as 
he rode homeward, " has my own wife enabled her 
own brother to rob me 1— that wife who had al- 
ready so grossly deceived me— that brother of her's 
whom I had already allowed to prey upon my 
purse ! But there shall be an end of all this I 
Maledictions upon my folly in having married into 
one of the families of the aristocracy I" 


CHAPTEB CXXVII. 

a 

THE DENOUEMENT. 

SiB Fbbo&biok LaxHAii rose at an early hour 
in the morning, after having passed an almost 
sleepless night ; and he immediately sent off one 
of his domestics on horseback to the residence of 
the Earl and Countess of Fordwicb, to inquire 
after the health of the latter. It was pot that Sir 
Frederick had the slightest oonsideration for the 
I health of the Countess : his object in sending was 
to learn by indirect means when his wife Anastatia 
would be likely to return to Balham Hill— and 
whether the illness of her mother was of a severity 
ealoulated to detain her away fropi her home. 
Lady Anastatia sent back a note by the domestic, 
—wherein she cordially thanked her hnAand for 
his kindness in sending to inquire— she assured 
him that her mother, having pamed a good nighty 
was in a condition that inspired no further appre- 
hension— and that she herself should be at Balham 
Hill by lunoh time at two o'ehMk. On the receipt 
ef this note. Sir Frederick sate down and |lenned 
a brief letter to his brother-in-law Lord Bush- 
broi^ , requesting him to*caU at Tudor House pre- 
eisely gl two o^elook, on business of ooosidefibie 
ImMrtSBps. ]9[aving seat off this letter* the City 
nrii^nt walked forth into his grounds to deSbe- 
"'raleqiain upon the plan which he had settled in 
his mind dunag the pest night. 

I We ehould observe that Lord Bushbrook did 


not reside with his psrents, but had apartmeots in 
some other fashionable quarter of the town. He 
did not know that his lister had passed the night 
beneath the paternal roof; and therefore instead of 
repairing thither to aooompany her back to Bal- 
ham Hill, he drove down in bis own phaeton. It 
happened that the Yiseount'e equipage reaohed 
Tudor House only about five minutes before Lady 
Anastatia herself returned in her own carriage ; 
and Sir Frederick Latham, inio was watching 
from an arbour at the extremity of hie grounds, 
was well pleated tp observe that his brother-in-law 
and hie wife acoidentally reached Tudor House 
almoet at the same instant For he did not wish 
tp be oompelled to speak to one before the arrival 
of the other ; and thus did oiroumatanoes favour 
his views in Shis respect. 

The Visoount— who could not altogether oou- 
Jeoture what Sir Frederick wanted with him, but 
whose guilty oonioieooe was neverthelese haunted 
by fears and misgivings— at once inquired for his 
brother-in-law and was informed that Sir Frede- 
rick had left word tbqt be ehould be in punctually 
at two o'plook. While lingering upon the steps of 
the mansion to ask additional questions* the Vis- 
oonnt beheld Anaetatia'e equipage approach ; and 
as he helped his sister to alight, he learnt from her 
lips that she bad been since the previous day in 
attendance upon their mother. 

"Sir Frederick has written, desiring me to be 
here at this hour," said the Vucounc; "and be 
tells me in bis letter that it is upon important 
business. 1 wonder what on earth the business 
can beP* 

" If you cannot conjecture it, Bobert,'* answered 
bu sister, " you may be assured that I am still less 
able ; for Sir Frederick seldom or never speaks to 
me upon matters of businese. Let ue go and leek 
him. Perhaps we shall find him in bis study P" 

"Ho," answered theYisoountf "he is out— but 
will be in at two o'clock. It wants ten mihutes/* 
be added, referring to hie watch. ^ 

"X will hasten up-staire to make tome little 
change in my fpilet," said Lady Auastatia i " and 
1 will join you in the room where luooheon is served. 

I am happy to inform yon, Bobert, that our mother , 

is now out of danger t hut last evening the was in 
a elate that filled me with the greatest apprehen- 
sion. She might have died, Bobert, before you 
would have oome to inquire after her I" 

" No one ever sent to tell mo the was ill," replied 
the Yisoount oareleiely ; "or if such a message were 
left at my lodgings it wae not delivered." 

Anastatia heaved a profound sigh as she bent 
upon her brother a reproaobful look, which was ae 
muoh ae to say that she feared all affeotionate in- 
tereet on behalf of his relatives was waning in hie 
breast i but without another word she hutened up 
to her ehamber, where she made some ohange in 
her toild*— little suepeoting the while that a storm 
wss about to busit over her heed. In about a- 
quarter of an hour she repaired to the apartment 
where the luaeboon was served up, and where she 
found her brother standing at the window. 

" oomee Sir Frederick I" he said; ** 

Just tto mooient ejitering the house. 1 waved iny^ 
band to him— but he did not appeer to notioe it. 

Bfe Is a singular fellow at timei^ thb UMaud oi 
your^e, Auaetatial" ' 

* He has been vaiy munificent towards yo«» 
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Robert/* eaid the lady, in n tone of rebuke nnd re* 
proaob. 

**Oh, ai for that Bat huih! here he 
cornea T* 

The door opened | and Sir Frederick made hie 
appearance. Anaatatia wai about to haaten towarda 
'liim, when ahe waa anddeoly atruck bj the extreme 
paleneaa of hia countenance, and by hia atern re- 
pelling demeanoijr. L^rd Buahbrook failed not 
likewiae to obaerre hia brother-in*lafr*a aapeot; and 
the miagiring which had been floating in bia mind, 
expand^ into an abaolute terror* 

*' la anything the matter, Sir Frederick P" in- 
quired Lady Anaatatia^ not daring to adTance to* 
warda that huaband who, inatead of giring her 
encouragement ao to do, appeared by hia reij look 
to repel her. 

The merchant deliberately oloaed the door; and 
looking from hia wife towarda the Yiacount— then 
back again at hia wife— heaurveyed them both with 
a gaae wherein aeom, contempt, indignation, and 
areraion were all commingled. Buahbrook waa 
ready to aink with terror —(or he now felt aaaured 
that the aecret of the oaah«^x had by aope meana 
tranapired t while Anaatatia waa amitten with the 
idea that aomething freah had happened in reapeet 
to Shadbolt and Madame Angelique. 

" Sit down, both of you/* aaid the merchant^ at 
length breaking ailence^and apeaking in a voice of 
cold command. ** I have certain obaervationa to 
make— and it ia poaaible they may extend to aome 
length.** 

** But my dear hutljnnd," aaid Lady Anaatatia, 
advancing a atep or two with trembKcg heaitation, 
** your manner ie ao aingnlar—— '* 

** Bo you And it eo, madam P'* he naked, flinging 
upon her a bitter look* ** It ia not likely to im- 
prove aa I proceed with the obaervationa I have to 
make. But ait down, I aay— and liaten to me.’* 

Anaatatia aank upon a chair ; and the teara be- 
gan td trickle down her cheeka. Lord Buahbrook, 
overwhelmed with terror and confuaion, drew forth 
hia kerchief and fldgeted nervoualy with it i but hia 
countenance the while wai of c(gpae-Uke ghaat- 
lineaa. 

’*Tba reflection of your guilty conacienoea ia 
viaible in your looka,” prooeedea Sir Frederick 
Latham, dowly turning hia eyea from one to the 
other. 

Anaatatia gave a audden atart— echoed the word 
** Guilty 1'*— and then ainking back in her aeat, ap- 
peared aa if about to faint: for all vital colouring 
•quitted her cheeka. But atill ahe did not com- 
pletely loie her conaeiouaneao, though a aeal had 
auddenly been placed upon her lipa by the feeling! 
which were overpowering her. 

You will admit,” continued Sir Frederick in a 
tone of withering aarcaam, ” that it ia a aplendid 
family into which I have married, and that I ought 
to be aupremcly proud of ao brilliant aa ariatocratio 
. connexion 1 Bo— inatead of being proud of it, I 

have learnt to loathe and hate it» end to coiae the 
day on which I waa guilty of inch beaotted folly. 
But 1 will tell yon where my pride do$$ exiat I It 
ia in a regard for the opinion of the world ; for I 
would not have thit world know how egregioualy, 
how miaerably 1 have been duped 1 Therefore 
, mua(>KP%tep I am aboattotake.be in a meaaurf 
gloaaedover. An exc aa e -fl plea— areaaon inaodt 
i eaaee need never be wanting* Tour temper end 


mine do not auit each other. Lady An '.^tia,** coil* 
tamed Sir Frederick, with a aort of aardoalc 
mockery that wu little oonaiatent with hia oaual 
demeanour and accenti; **and therefore we have 
agreed to aeparatc.” 

** Separate P** cried Anaatatia with another atart | 
and it waa now with a aort of wild bewildarnMnt 
that ahe gaaed upon her hnaband. 

**Yea— aeparatel** r^oined ffir Frederiek, who 
all in an inatant had recovered nia habitaal cold- 
neaa. **Tott know how yon have deceived me— 
I might uae fhr aeterer and himaher expreaaiona— 
but it ia not worth while— you cannot Ihil to com- 
prehend my meaning—** 

**My Godr* moaned the wretched Anaatatia, 
olaaping her banda in anguiab. "h admit that I 
have deoeivid you I I have been very lolpable f 
—But thia ohaatiaement ia teirible I Oh, wbat- 
aoever plea be put forward, the world will look upon 
me aa diagraoed ! Suapieion and acorn ever attach 
themaelvea to a woman who ia aeparated from her 
huaband. O, Sir Frederick—** 

* But here her voice waa loat in piteoua aigha and 
aoba; and ao convulaed became her boaom that it 
teemed aa if it moat bunt. 

" Aa for you, my lord/* continued the merchant, 
cold and implacable, pa be averted hia looka from 
hia agoniaad wife and turned them upon her 
brothw, ** ^u will And a ready apiflogy for never 
again aeeking my preaenoe. The brother of a 
woman who ia aeparated from her huaband, ia aup- 
poaed to take the woman’a part ; and you need not 
heaitate. Lord Buahbrook, to proclaim that you can 
never more think of apeakiog to me after my con- 
duct to your aiater. I ahall not contradict your 
atatement. Let me rather paaa in the world m 
being harab, arbitrary, and oruel, if you will : but 
let me not bo regarded aa that which I really am 
—a miaerable^ deapicable, contemptible dupel** 

"My Godr* murmgnd Anaatatia: and ahe 
wrung her handa with anguiah. ^ 

" £ you aea^ my lord,** continued Sir Frederick 
Latham, "you have an eaay game to p'U^ ; and aa 
Icag aa you play it in the manner I am now dic- 
tating, your own aaoreta wiU be aafe with me. But 
if through malice or by aorident you ever let alip 
a ayllable whioh ahall unveil me aa a dupe— if you 
ever breathe a word which may raiae a auapidoii aa 
to how I have been deceived by thia aocuraed mar- 
riage of mine— that moment will I proclaim the 
whole trut|^ to the world! Tea, 1 will proclaim it 
to the world— I will tell how you. Lord Buahbrook, 
played the part of a vile frlon, a villanoua robber 
in my houae— ** 

A halfratifled ahriek and another galvanic atart 
denoted the exquiaitely excruciating torture which 
Anaatatia waa experiencing; and then her half 
wild, half diamayed looka wandered from the coun- 
tenance of her huaband to that of her brother. 

"Huab, buah— for God’aaoke, hnah T* exelaimed 
the Viadbant, ataiting up from hia aeat with a 
free ibat waa livid through mingled terror, con- 
fuaion, and ahame, aa he glanced in a frightened 
manner towarda hia aiater, and entreatingly to hia 
brother-in-law. 

"Lord Boabbrook,'* paid the implacable mar* 
chanty atill outwardly cold, though inwardly expo* 
rianoiiig a bum^ Jov at being enabied to humble 
the haughty pride of a acton of that ariatocratio 
frmily into whioh hm had married,—^! tall you 
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that you may proolaim to the world whatsoever 
you will in rwpeot to my hsrsh temper : but I 
repeat that you must beware how you expose me 
as a viotm and a dupe, lest 1 ou niy side proclaim 
that on the niyht of ti>e t^rand entertainuicnt at 

kudor l^ouse, you, Lord Uushbrook ’* 

“ Sir Frederick, for mercy’s sake, Sir Frederick !” 
—and the Viscount was reduced to the most ab- 
ject oondition of &n entreating wretch. 

That on the night of the grand entertainment 
at Tudor House,*’ proceeded the*mereileas Latham, 
“you stole into my study—** 

“ Sir Frederick 1" moaned the Viscount. 

“ And you plundered mo of many hundreds of 
pounds—** . 

** My ^Cbd 1**— and Bushbrook sank back anni- 
hilated upon his seat. 

**What is this that 1 bearP” almost shrieked 
forth Anastatia, as she started op with wild looks. 
“ Sir Frederiok—Bobert— speak— tell — -** 

" It means, madam,” responded her husband— 
though he himself wal .'somewhat bewildered^ 
whether his wife were placing a part, or whether 
she oould after all have been innocent of any com- 
plioity with her brother in respect to the robbery, 
—“it moans, madam, that on the night when I 
entrusted the key of my sate to you, that you 
might take thence a certain sum of money— 
whatsoever might answer your purpose at the 
time—** 

“And without hearing any more,** exclaimed 
Anastatia,—” without uuderittoding what your 
allusions meant— I declare here, in your presence, 
Sir Frederiek— in the presence too of my brother 
—as solemnly as I would declare if standing in 
the presence of my God— that 1 took from your 
safe a sum lem than six hundred pounds, and that ^ 
1 loft twice or thrice oi muoh in the oasb-box— 
though I had not the ou^ioBity to calculate how 
much.*' 

“But the key, Anastatia— the keyP*' eald the 
merohantf half Bus|iicioualy and half in the uncer- 
tainty of bewilderment i “ how was it that tho l|ey 
found it! way to the band of /mother, and ifiat 
other your brother Lord Buabbrook ?** 

“Sir Frederick, for heaven’e cake, press not 
these queries,'* murmured the Viacount| ^vaucing 
towards hie brother-in law, U|,ying|.hie hand upon 
his arm, and looking up into his face with an ex- 
pression of the most anguished entreaty. 

“ GK)od heavens, B>^bert, what am l*to think P” 
shrieked forth Anastatia: “what ain I to under- 
•tand by all thisP It is some horrible mystery I 
—Ah I the key you spoke to mo of— ibe key, Sir 
Frederiek P Ohl I remember that on the night of 
the party X dropped it— 1 lost it for awhile— but X 
found it again— methiought it was in the same 
spot where I might have dropped it. Oh, Sir 
Frederiokl you remembor that 1 offered it to you 
immediateljr aftdr ,1 aseended ^m your study to 
the helLeoomP Would to heaven that you hfd 
Caimn it then I But tell me, Bobert— whet in 
heavqn^e name doee it all mean P** 

“Ahl jfou may well ask that question,” ex- 1 
elabMdr' W Frederick Latham, now getting ex- 
rillli everytUiig must be oleared up ! You 
MApuih key* jou ny* InaBtariaf'-then turning 
tOfviMrde .the Yliooan^ the merohant looked him 
etfadSitiy in tl|e face, adding, “ And you found 


“ Mercy 1 ” moaned tho wretched nobUmsUi 
hanging down his head: but the next instant 
recovering something like his habitual insolent 
confidence, be said, “ 1 thought I might make use 
of your friendship— it was merely as a loan— I 
took It— 1 meant to have told you— but such a 
trifle slipped my memory ** 

Sir X^roderiok Latham turned bis bock upon the 
Viioountt it was with t£e coldhst scorn that he 
did so I he disdained a reply to such a wretched 
tissue of sophistical excuses i ho would have con- 
sidered himself degraded by offering a comment 
upon them. • 

“Anastatia,” he said, but speaking distantly 
and severely, “it is evident 1 have done you 
wrong in this instance. Circumstances were how- 
ever against you. A felon brother makes his own 
infamy to redound upon his sistor. Would that 
I were enabled to demand your pardon for the 
suspioion srbioh in this respect hod naturally I 
arisen in my mind, but which after all has turned ' 
out to be 10 unjust towards yourself. It is true | 
that you have not oonspired to plunder me : but 
you well know, Anastatia, that tbero can be no | 
doubt us to your guilt in another respect. Just | 

I now you admitted that you had been very culpable | 
towa^s me. Therefore must we separate 1” ! 

“Is there no pardon— po forgiveness?” asked j 
Anastatia in bitterest anguish of mind, at the 
same time Joining her bands in tho most fervid ; 
appeal. “ 1 know that I deceived you—” 

“Enough, Anaitatiol” interrupted the mer- ; 
chant, with on implacable expression of oounto- > 
nance, though inwardly he was moved : “ the very 
subject itself forbids discussion I 1 do not say to 
you, * Go with that felon brother of your’s I*— but 
I bid you depart hence in the course of this day. 

He is about to relieve my dwelling of the pesti- 
lential atmosphere wbioli hangs around his crimi- 
nal presence.” 

“Sir Frederick, you must be obeyed,” faltered * 
Anastatia, the' tears streaming down heifcheeks, 
and her bosom convulsed with sobs : “ and peril ops 
I deserve it aft for having concealed that secret 
from you. But still mothinks the chastisement 
is severe— it is a terrible one for an impru- 
dence—** 

“An imprudence, Anastatia?** cried the mer- 
ohant angrily. “ Dare you thus lightly denomi- 
nate the profligacy— —you see that you compel 
me to speak out—** 

“Sir Frederick,** interrupted Lady Anastatia, 
suddenly dashing away her tears, and drawing 
herself up with an air of feminine dignity 
blended with indignation, — “ this is language 
which even from you I cannot and will not i 
tolerate 1 I repeat, my conduct wac marked with I 
imprudence perhaps— but only in one sense. It ; 
was because on the day when— a year back-^ou | 
desired we to dasiet from dealing with Madame, j 
Angelique, and , when, you hinted at the roasomi j 
I did notf frankly confess to you at the time that 
in utter ignorance of tho character of that 
establishment—** • 

'*Qood heavens I what ie this thut I hear?** 
•xoiaimsd Sir Frederiek : and he literally ctaggnred 
heek at if emitten a blow. “ Speak, 1— 

teU mel Tho person whom you met therh-'bo 
whom before your marriage ae well nb eubso- 
quenlly-;— ’* 
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** Aak him, Sir Frc^df^nok-'Rsk him T* oxcUimed 
AnnaUtia t " he ia bore— be will tell the truth— 
be will not aee hii own aieter trampled down into 
the duet 1 Aak him, I say, who it wae that 1 met 
at Madame An^elique'e house !'* 

But Sir Frederiok Latbam waited not for what- 
soever reaponae the Tiaeount would have given to 
this appeal. A wild ory of joy burat from the 
lips of the City merchant i it seemed as if all in a 
moment his ndkuro had become ehangedi his 
business- like coldness vanished— his eountenanpe 
grew full of the expremion of excited feelings | and 
flinging his arms round Anastatia's necl^ he ex- 
daimed, Pardon 1 pardon I’* 

It was now a most offeotiog scene. That proud 
sciun of the inoneyocracy was melted at the' bliss- 
ful thought that his wife, the lovely daughter of 
the iiriatooracy, was after all worthy of him;— and i 
sAe forgot everything except the one idea that she 
was restored to her husband's oonOdeoce. And 
both alike forgot for several minutes the prosenoe 
of Lord Itushbrook, who, retreating into a window 
recess, sat watching this soene with an interest! 
which though deep, was nevertheless altogether 
selllsh; for it occurred tu him that while there 
was peace- mnlcing in one quarter, there might be 
forgiveness for himself. 

And now Sir Fredeiick Latham led his wife 
into another window.^'oeess; and there they sat 
down^nd conversed together. It was the moinont I 
for e^lanations ; and Anastatia's were given in 
the following manner:— 

** You remember, my dear husband, that the first 
incident which rendered you intimate with our 
family, was that dreadful oircumstanoe of my 
hrotht'r's crime— the forgery which he committed 
in the name of the Marquis of Swalccliffi. Tuat 
bill fell into 'your hands : my father wont to you— 
and you promised to save my brother from expo- 
sure. But the Marquis of Swalocliffe himself ap- 
peared to bo inexorable. My brother was not 
really upon the Continent ; he was concealed at 
the hdlise of his tailor, M. Bertin.* Oh, bow pain- 
ful it is for me to rovie'v all these things 1 And 
yet it is needful now : fur the ox^tanaiioo must be 
given. Yes —do not interrupt me : I will pro- 
ceed. My father and mother bad vowed that 
never again would they see Bobert : he dared not 
come to the hoase— he dared not go to you what ' 
was he to do in thoA fearful dilemma P He wrote 
a letter to mC : he besought mo to meet him : he 
told me that my own milliner, who lived next door ' 
to his temporary lodging, srould arrange an 
interview. Utterly unsuspicious of the fright- 
ful risk which roj reputation was incurring, 1 
wont to Madame Angelique's. t dared not men- 
tion my bruther’a > name : for he knew no^ at the 
time, nor did I, whether the Marquis of Swale- 
clilFe might not have given information to the 
police to capture hiim ; and it was therefore requi- 
site to use every possible precaution; 1 me^y 
asked for the gentleman who was waiting to sec 
me. Oh, that Bobert shoold have sg frightfully 
perilled the good name of his own sister !" 

Anastatia's tearsl rained down her cheeks Sir 
Frederick, with more kindness than he had over 
displayed towerde bar, besought her to desist from 
her fBl?1anations^ fb^that he himself was perfectly 
eatiffi^ i bat again Wiping away her tears, slie in- 
sisted upuii prooeediijig. 


^ I saw Bobert there— 1 met him in that pWe, 
which I tittle indeed suspected to be a acene of 
gilded infamy. He wrote a letter to tba Marquis 
oi Swaleeliflb, dated from Brussels, and beseeching 
him to be meroifrL This letter Bobert implored 
me to forward to the Marquts, with a note from 
myself to the effect that I would receive whatso- 
ever reply hie lordship might vouobsafe. In that 
note which I pennea to (&e Marquis, I added a 
prayer in support of the one* my brother had 
already addremed to him. Hie lo^ehip sent me 
a prompt aniwer# fie said thai for my eake be 
would do that whtoh otberwiee he had been ra- 
•olved not to do. It was ne s ea eary that I should 
see my brother agtin, to eommunioate this re- 
sponse ; and I saw him at the laipe place. Two 
or three times subsequently 1 saw Mm there, to 
report how the negotiation was progressing with 
yourself. Through your means the difibultj waa 
settled, and my brother in due time affected to 
have returned from the Oontinent. Now, my dear 
husband, you comprehend how it was that I 
vUitod the interior of Madame Angelique's estab- 
Ushmoot on a few oooasions prior to my marriage.*' 

"And doubtless, Anastatia," observed Sir Fre- 
derick, "it was for a similar reason, after marriage, 
when your profligate bVother again fell into diffi- 
culties and when some uiurions attorney threat- 
ened to proceed against him oriminally — 

" Yes," responded Anastaiia, " again did be pro- 
tend to fly to the Continent— again waa it given 
out that ha had gone to Paris or Brussels, that the 
officers of the law might be thrown off the seent. 
You remember, ray dear husband, you strictly for- 
bade me to bold any communication with my 
brother: but what could 1 do when he privately 
transmitted to rao the most pathetic letters de- 
claring that he was in poverty— imploring me to 
see him P In a word, 1 wont I Alas, it was so 
easy to pretext a visit to my milliner's ; and ai 
heaven is my witness* 1 euspeoted not the cha- 
racter of that iiouse ! And 1 am conviuoed, my 
dear husband, that by many and nwey a lady- 
friend of mine was its character equally unsus- 
poctod— *' 

"No doubt, Anastatis" itttarjeofed Sir Freda- 
riok ; " and it was by the merest accident that I 
myself one day learnt from the impertinent com- 
manieativeneiB of some fashionable debauchee the 
infamous traffic which Madame Angelique waa 
carrying on. I was astounded ; and as a matter 
of duty Tat once warned you of the oharacter of 
that house." 

" And I also was astounded I" answered Anas- 
tatia ; " and I bad not the moral courage to make 
you that confeesion which, if candidly given at the 
time, would have saved us so much misery to-day. 
But a eense of shame — deep burning sham^— or 
•hall I say wounded modesty— sealed my tongue. 
I could not look my husband in the face and con- 
fess to him that Lbad penetrated within the walie 
of that den of infamy. I therefore held my peace. 
But, Oh ! when next I saw my brother, how bit- 
terly did 1 reproach him for the frightful risk 
w hich he had made me rub t Alas ! you know his 
manner— he endeafoured to laugh it fllppantlj 
nway--and then be pleaded ignorance of the 
nature of that eetablishment; and if 1 did not 
altogether believe him, at least I forgavs him. 
Yet ever since that day on which your revelation 
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OT Um faiflMDj of (hot Mtobliihineot oomo like o indeed he woieompleteljoTerwhelmed with ibooie 
vpon my nn, t bate been haunted and oonfusion, notwithitandiog bit recent endea* 
with terfcra bMt jou ebould dieooTer that only vour to oarrj off the affair with an iniolent seli- 
•eeret of my lift which I ctudied to ooneeal from lufficient flippancy. 

you. At laat the eitortioner came; and (hen a "I know that I bare behared bad. Sir Frede* 
gMl bottle ^k place within me. 1 looked to rick,’* be said t ** but look at my position i An ap* 
*^^^**1 eveiything to you : but 1 had not the moral peai'ance to keep up, and nothing to maintain it 
ooorage to do it. AJas, no I I had notl-- and I with-H>r at least only such a beggarly income that 
lubmittM to that* fillanoua demand. You know any small tradesman is belter off* than 1 ! Come 
^ wet.” —you hare said enough in the shape of reproach 

•*And now, my dear Anutatia^'* responded Sir —I am glad it is ail right between you and 
Frederick, taking his wife's hand and pressing it Anastatia— — " 

to his lips, I* it is my turn to gl?e you oiplana- “Lord Bushbrook, Usten to me!” interrupted 
tions. I will (ell you how my suspicions were the merchant; “for this scene shall now be 
aroused— how ,they were strengthened— bow they brought to an end. It is totally impossible that 
were fostered." job can erer again set foot within these walls ; nor 

^ Sir Frederick aeoordingly narrated all (hose in* will I permit you— if it be possible for me to pre. 
oidents which hare been described to the reader,— vent it— to remain in the British metropolis, where 
how he had first missed the contents of his cash- your proceedings are so incessantly calculated to 
box- bow be h^ examined the papers in ^he desk damage e? ery one who is oonnected with you. 1 
—how he had fiaited l|Didame Angelique— how he hare a proposition to make ; accept or refuse it as 
bad (raced some of hie lost bank-notes to Lord 'you wilL If you choose to go upon the Continent, 
Bushbrook'e possession- and how he had die- I will make you an allowance of one thousand 
eorered the final secret from the false Lascar. pounds a ^ear : but it shall be paid in monthly 
“It is I who hare now to ask your pardon, my portions, and only to yourself personally— not by 
Anastatia," added (be merchant, “ for haring rio- written order nor cheque— so that there may be a 
Inted the sanctity of yeur writing desk." guarantee that you remain, altogether in Paris, or 

“ You weM justifi^," answered (he lady ; “ and wheresoerer else you may choose to fix your abode, 
moreoter this is not merely the day of rerelationi^ But if^ on the other hand, you refuse this propo- 
bttt also the day of forgiveness." sition, I warn you, Lord Bushbrook, (hat you will 

“ And to a certain extenV* rejoined 8ir Frede- receive no farther pecuniary assistance from me ; 
™k,— “ for your sake— at least so ikr as forgive- and whatsoever difficulty yon may plunge yourself 
ness in such droumstances cum extend— shall it be into, you must bear the consequences of. Decide 
aeeorded to that guilty one who has been the caiue this moment 1— and if you accept my terms, you 
of BO much mischief." will leave the British metropolis to-morrow." 

Meanwhile Lord Bushbrook bad remained sit- We need hardly inform the reader that Vis- 
ting in the window-recess I but he had not caught count Bushbrook was only too glad to accept an 
a lingle syllable of all that wai thus taking offer which promised him so liberal a permanent 
place between hie eister imd hie brother-in-law. addition to the limited allowance he received from 
Xhe merchant approached nim, and epoke in the bU father; and he took bis departure from Tudor 
pfllowing teraa:— House. 

“It were a mere waste of worde to endeavour to When he was gone, Anastatia exprestdJ her 
reason with your lordship upon (be profligaoi^ warmest gratitude to her husband for (he munifi- 
•nd vilianies of the career which you have been cence ho had thul displayed towards her brother, 
pursuing. The perils and difficulties of the paet as well as for his great leniency and forbearance 
operate not with you u n salutary warning for in tacitly pardoning him for tlie foul robbery which 
the present or (bo friture. Whnt conduct could bad been brought to light. > 
have been more aboniinable than your'a When you “These incidents, my dear Anastatia," an- 
would sven have aaorificed the reputation of your awered the merchant, “although so painful, may 
own sister to the lelfishness of your personal not have been without their uses. In (be first 
sMstyP Beoause you could not stir abrCad at the place, your erring brother will be compelled to 
um^ you induced her to meat you in a place of leave London, whetp he has ooustantly disgraced 
iBfsmy,— whare, if you had the ordinary feelings and imperilled himself; and let ue hope that with 
of a m^ your blood would boil ^th indignation a handwma ineomo in a foreig)a olime, he may 
at the idea of your pure-minded lisler ever having enter upon a new path. In the Second place, your I 
set her foot I 1 frar that you are inoorrigible, my soul, Anastatia, is now relieved from the necessity 
lord; for this last act of your's— the r^be^ of of maintaining a secret whioh.yon were always 
your own sister's husband— a felon's foulsst crime afraid would transpire; and in/ the third place, 

— provee you to be so thoroughly black-hearted methinks (bat our hearte have been drawn nearer 
and anprindplad that there ie n(ehope for you I" towerds each other than ever they were before. 

Anutelia bad remained in the window-reeeai, Oertain it is that I feel diflhijant towards you! 
where aha waa now weeping and aobbiogi the There may have been pride and coolness in my 
sounds of her grfrf were wpf^ to the ear of her former deasMiiottr— I have treated you too little as 
hasbend ; and Sir Frederiok, tumiim upon her a a wife end a friend : but holoeforth it ehall be 
look of auoh kindoese end oompeHl^ ee never be- differenti" / 

ibte he bed displajsd, said, “vWieep not, Anas- Aneatetie threw herself toto her huaband'e 
le^l— your brother is not worthy of theee tears !" arms; end he folded her to hie breeat wHk# seel 
vueount Bnshbrook, having a presantiment that and l^lng tenderness. 
something wee about to bo done for him, thought 
better to praserle the humbleet demeanour | and 
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< A fortoig^ht had paasad, we eaid-^and it waa 
CHAPTER CXXVIII. now the eve of the daj fixed for the bridal. Thie 

wae to be aolemniied with oomparative priraoyi 
THB BTHTHOSCOPB. after the cereoionj the Yieoount wai to bear 

] h!s bride away to hie own palatial mansion in the 
Wb must now return to iiifil Cbatoau in ihe iputli j neij^libourKood of Fontainebleau. To Zoe only 
of Franoei where Lady Octavian Meredith had for | had H. Volney apoken of his own intentiona-— 
iom» while been staying with M. Volney and hie namely, to repair to some distant and retired spot, 
daughter Clarine. The reader will not have for- where he might dwell finr the remainder of hie 
gotten the man/ extraordinary incidents which exisienee. Clarine and the Visodunt thought that 
were revealed to Zoo’s knowledge at that Chateau, he purposed to ooniinue at the Chateau ; and they 
—bow M. Volney had, long yeasa bac&, amidst the entertained the hope that in process of time he 
wild sublimities of Alpine scenery, taken the life would return to his own seat, also in the vicinage 
of the author of his dishonour— and how Alfred {of Fontainebleau. At for Zoe herself, she had 
Delorme, tho son of that murdered victim, had bsenjagrt^ed tc accompany her friend Clarine and the 
led by a variety of circumstances to bestow his tots j Viseouht to thoir future home, and there to remain 
upon Clarine. It was through Zoo's repressttlw- j them for a few weeks, until she should have 
tious, be it likewise remembered, that M. Tolh^ > forroe*! some other plan for her future arrange- 
bad finally assented tti the unioW wf bit daughter metats. 

with the young Viscount DekMMne i but ho resblved it was the eve of the bridal— the month of Sep- 
tbat immediately after the btidal he wfn{^ repair tembor wan drawing towards a close —and ou a 
to some far-off spot,— there to bury kioiselfswod betutiful afternoon Zoo and Clarine were walking 
his sorrows, as well ai bU remorse, for the forth together. Alfreil had passed several hours 
mainder of hie existStoee. But to Zoe only was tbit day, as uttial, af the Chateau ; and he had 
M. Volney's dyeadful secret communicated t Clarine then gono to imae neighbouring town, to mako 
remained in perfbet ignorance of the etapendoae a fow purobiscs vif wkeii articles as he required for 
crime that sat upon her father's OouU while wedding-presents, and Whtth oeuld not bo obtained 
AlfVod Delorme wai equally VaT Creift rUtpecting in the village, was# it tbkt the two youn r 

that the father of her whom We leusd mA # 0 oed, ladies w^ro rambling alon^ t’Ogether amidst that 
was his own deoeased eitn^s tn urt sWf. ^ beautifWl scenery in the neighbourhood of tlic 

On the night wlrtti Jtfhbed Obioiwie'u tMtwsMoe Pyrenees. 

In the Chateau Ijtliitovuiwai he had pene- '* To-movrow, tliy dear Clarine, " eaid Tjady 
trated thither in WHWf detperation, to Oetavian Meredith, "will be a happy day for 

obtain an intervieif tHm <]laHia 4 that he might yon I Yon will aeoompany to the altar one who 
induce her to revoke 1 ^ decision she had con- is in every way worthy of the devoted love 
veyed to him in the letter she had penned to old yon bear him; and yon are about to enter 
Marguerite’s dictation. was In a slate of on a complete change of existence. It is no 
mind which forbade the akfAroise of the prudence longer in a lonely chateau that you will honce- 
and caution previously ebictlreid in his stealthy forth reside— but in an elegantly furnished 
Tisits to the chateau : Uttid thus was his pre- mansion ” 

sence detected. Bat, afttnedl, the incident was "And yon will accompany me thither, my 
a fortunate one, inosmneff as it bron^t about dearest friend !” said the happy and grateful 
the denotsemeni we have already doscribod ; Clarine ; " and though you have hinted at other 
and on the morning after ihat eventful ni^t, arrangements .to bo carried into effect after a 
Alfred Dblormo repaive<l to the chateau to while, yet sh'all I hope to keep yon altogothoe 
learn M. Volney’s decuioU. It was given ; ami with me until— r*" 

he beheld himself the acknowledged suitor for the But here OUiinc stopped short,— evidently awsre 
hand of Clarine. M. Voinsy proposed thai che vbat the cntnasissm of her feelings towards her 
bridal should be celebrated with the leasr possible friimd Zoe bad borne her saddeniy upon the fron- 
delay ; and this was a jirofsieitien to ;which the j tier of delicate ground. 

young coupio were by no mesas likely tc offer any I Until a change takes place in my own position, 
objection. jyou would sayP" observed Lady Oetavian, inao- 

A fortnight passed ; and Alfred Delorme wai a oents of mildest molanoholy. If yot mean, dear 
daily visitor at ibe Chateau, M. Volney had ,• Olasine, that happiness with my husWand yet awaits 
diliicult as Well as painful part te ploy mg lA tbil wertih*y^u are mistake^'-'— Oh, you 

preheoded it t she could not help PiiylZg M nWtalkeii! Tte only chkngo to Which 1 now 

but she regarded it as a portion lef thki loch forward, ie that Whioh the hand cf deat]^ itaelf 

• roent whiek heaven decr^ thkt Wb dhouM ; mhst ieeMnfdish.*' 

rienoe in this wtlld for tNeCrtmb We bad eedh^ "dpeakcfottbnsimy beloved Mead exclaimed 
mitted. In order le avoid the entpidioh XM We iCMne^ ibe tears trickling down her oheeksi **yoa 
any longer pljeeted to ib^ ttarHagb of his damgW^ WnoW toot Wew it afflicts me to listen to these 
ter with that yofflig iMlillbmam-in order likewlit ttotoHM presetottments from your lips. Ton ate 
to avoid throwtet h bmoi the spirits of ihe tO mfid and resigned—’* 
loving couple— U. aMtoA UmsAf d» be "iTes— retigi^,*’ observed Zoe, because with 

frequently in their ineiatgs so that he free now jChtMan ^rtitude can 1 look my destiny in the 
more in the sltting-iuem toUffl lees in WW owe study fsoe." 

than Willie wont at any okhst petted during his "If yon were te gtbe #tgr te lamentations and 
residSfMifelkliha Chateau. Bui what efferWtteest repinings, and to vehement toetburetSf" continued 
biu^loilll Alfred Delorme nMmly tb Ihe f'soe— to Clarine, "they would not have epew me the 111110 
meek!tllo looks of him whom hie own hand had effect which this mild plaoid melanoholy^fmur’o 
rendere# fatherleM I prodimea. Oht believe me, dearest ZoeblM 
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deeplj, deeply oiiyoar aoeouot! Therelbre pny 
Htten to me* I am oonfinoed that you «ter< 
tain unfounded ideaa in respect to your own health* 
The mind is luffering } and in its cufletings iniitt- 
enoos the body : but if tfao mind were restored to 
its natural tone, the physical suflhrings woul4 
IhemseWes cease. You have lately looked better 
than I have seen you ever since you first oame to 
the Chateau. Tlvpre is apoolour upon your ch^ks 
— ~Kow do not interrupt me!->-not for worlds 
would T deoeive you* and I positively declare that 
it is not a hectic glow, spot-like and uiinatural^ 
but it is a natural bloom shading gradually 
off *• • 

"Enough, Clarioe!'* interrupted Zue gently. 
" I comprehend the excellence of your motive*! 
appreciate all your kindness. But there is within 
me a tooling, which 1 cannot explain, but which is 
nevert heless an unmistakable waruiog***'* 

“ Would to iioavoa,’* oxchiimud Clarino vehe- 
mently, " that you would take proper pVofosaiooal 
advice upon this subject! If it bo realty as you 
think, there can be no harm. in your receiving the 
conviction that it is eo : but if, on tho other hand, 
you should find that you have deceived yourself* 
Ab, dearest Zoal will it not bo your duty to cling 
to life ? Did you not a little while back assure 
ino tliat if you were wallfing on the edge of a pre- 
cipice, and that if then were danger of your fall- 
ing into the abyss, yjju. would retreat rapidly,*be- 
oauHu you hold life to bo a aacred gift from heaven 
— a gift which you ore to preserve with all possible 
care until it be taken away from you by iritn who 
originally gave it !’* 

" This is true, Olarine 1" answered ZvM, itowiy 
and thoughtfully. 

“ Therefore, my beloved flriend,*’ continued 
Mademoiselle Volney, "however bitter may be 
your cup of aflliatiou, you are too good and have 
too protound a eoriso of your religious obligation, 
to put'an end to your own existence. But, on the 
other h^nd, ought you to suffer ypuraelf to fade 
and perish prematurely, if there be on earth the 
means of restoration P That Oud who breathed | 
into our mortal clay the breath of life, has stored j 
the world with herbs and minerals and various | 
substances, expressly intended for the preservation 
of that life by warding off disease, or grappling 
with it and eonquering it ; and within the scope 
of human intolligenoe be has given a skill for com- 
prehending how all these curatives and preventives 
may be u^. What is more beautiful than the 
medical artP*doea it uot,.with''all ita applianoet 
and its wondrous capabilities, prove itself to be an 
effluenoe from heaven P*and does not the mere 
existence of that art teach us the highest moral 
lessons P If we may not suddenly escape from life 
by means of suicide, neither must we suffer our- 
selves to perish under the influence of illness or dis- 
ease without invoking the aid of that eubliCM art 
which heaven bae associated with Ibo destiuyof 
man.'* 

Zue listened with mingled interest, admiraticn, 
and solemnity, to the eloqutat lai^age wldoh 
was thus flowing from her ftieod*e Ups. She re- 
cognised aU the truthfulness of the reasoiiingf the 
whole matter assumed n new' aspect to her view ; 
and received the oonvicthm that if she 

felt it to be wrong to herbour even the slightest 
thought of self-destruction, it wee sooroclj l«Hi re- 


— 

pugnant to the will of heaven to yield herself up 
to the ravages of disease without a eingle offbrt to 
baflie them. 

" You have convineod me, my dear Olarine t** 
Zoe at length said, in a low deep voice : " yoq 
have opened mj eyes to a new and subUma truth I 
Yee—I wfli foUow your counsel—-^' 

Oariqe, in the enthusiasm of her joyous fpol- 
|ogs, caught Zoe's hands in her own, and pressed 
them fbrvidly. 

"This very day-ythis very hour, dearest, dearr-.^t 
friend,** cried MademoijMiUe Volhey, " must you 
enter upon this new path. Bo you not remcm- 
her Alfred itdd ps yoster^lay that Baron Louis, tUo 
celebrated Parisian physician—bc who has acquired 
such rendvfn in the use of the stefhosoope - has 
arrived in the village to pass a few weeks for tho 
benefit of bis own hoalth P Omne at once l*let 
us proceed to hie residence I Nothing will now 
satisfy mo until you have received this eminent 
maa*B opiniou 1" 

^ .After all that had just taken place* with the 
DOW improssion upuu her inind*and considering 
tho assuraiioes she had within Che last few miouteo 
given to her friend, Zoe could not possibly reflise 
the proposition that was thus made. They were 
close upon the outskirt of the village', and in the 
Doighbourbood was the picturesque little villa whioh 
Barou Louis had hired for the few, weeks ho pur- 
posed to remain in that district. With a palpi- 
tating heart Zoo suffered herself to bo led along | 
and with enthusiastic hopefulness did Clarino oon- 
duct her beloved friend towards the villa* > It was 
now about five o'clock in the afternoon ; anil Baron 
Louis was just returning from an excursion on 
horseback. On learning the object of tho two 
ladies^or rather wo should say one of tb6ia*hd 
courteously invited them to enter,*>tbough with a 
smile giving them to understand that when visit- 
ing this Pyreoeap diet Act he had no thought of 
pursuing bis professicmal avocations. Zoe would 
have retired : but tho sealous Olarine Ipd her on- 
ward ; and they entered the neatly furnished par- 
loifir of the villa. 

Baron Louis awaited euch explanations as Lady 
Octavian Meredith might have to give him. She 
hesitated and spoke nervously : but Clarino came 
to her aid. > The young lady said enough to make | 
the physician Comprehend that Zoe hod certain . 
{ causes for sorrow and unhappiness, and that she * 
had recently fancied she was labouring under a 
puluiunarja complaint. Tho Baron proceeded to 
make the usual examination by moans of the 
I stethoscupe; and Clarino awaited the result with 
perhaps nr more anxiety than that which Zoe her- 
' eelf experienced. At length the opiuioti was de- 
livered ; and it was to the effect that Lady 0«'ta- 
vian Meredith needed naught but skilful and com- 
petent professional treatment in order to be re- 
stored to perfect physical' health* 9 m was well 
nigh overcome by nor feelings od receiving this 
inteUigenoo i but Clarioe clapped b*f bands with 
an almost ohildisb ebullition of joy, imd folded her I 
beloved friend in her arms. 

When the first gush of feeKngs on tho part of 
tho ^bung ladies was over and when they gre^ 
somewhat more composed, they both thanked the 
learned physician fer the trouble ho had takep aud 
thedefloi^o kindness he bad soowu in the pro- 
oeadiiagj,'itiud then S5ue placed a ^coiiaiderable fee 
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upon the mentel-piece. But Baron Louia would 
not eco^t the umount i he declared, with all that 
esquiaite poH'teneai which oharacteriaea a French 
gentlemen, that not being in tbia neighbourhood 
for a profSiNMional purpoae, he could only exeroiae 
his efell in the way of friendship, and therefore 
would not think of being rewarded. In short, be 
used so many arguments that it was impoatible 
for Zoe to peraeTere in her endearour to force the 
fee upon himi wd with renewed ezpreaaiona of 
gratitude she took her departure, aeoompanied by I 
her Mend Clarine. * I 

"1 know not, my dear Zoe,*' said Mademoiselle I 
Voln^, as they were returning homeward to the 
Chateau, "that I erer experienced more heartfelt 
satiafaction than at the instant when this good and 
kind man pronounced his opinion. Oh, what a 
change of prospect is now opened before your 
mental vision ! But good heavens f you are weep* 

ing Oht how you are weeping, my sweet 

fnend l*->and there is an agony in thew^aouroe of 
theae tears 1" 

" If it be heaven’s will that my life should b^ 
prolonged to a span greater than I had antici- 
pated,** answered Lady Ootavian Meredith, "I 
must submit. But, Oh, Clarine] how can you 
expect me to be joyous and b^ppy P There might 
have been that feeling for a moment— and yet 1 
know not whether there was : but now that I have 
leisure for reileotion, 1 am compelled to ask myself 
—and I ask you likawise— what have I worth 
living for P" 

"You must live in the hope that happiness 
may yet be yonr's,** replied Mademoiselle Volney. 
** Ah 1 my dear fnend, I am about to say some 
thing whi^ coats me a pangi but I am impelled 
by a sense of duty. I love youi a variety of cir- 
cumstances has tended to establish a 6rm bond of 
friendship and aifeetion between us— a bond which, 
I hope, death alone shall Igi enabled to break ; and 
therefore does it afflict me to think of separation. 
Ifevertheless we must separate — and perhaps 
sooner tob lhan I had expected— because, my dear 
Zoe, it is your duty to return to your htt8band.*i 

"What I to render him unhappy P" exclaimed 
Lady Ootavian. " Ah, my dear Clarine I if that 
physician has just now told me that I may expect 
to live, you are on the other hand tellipg me bow 
to invite the presence of death in tbe shortest and 
most etfoetive manner; for my heart would break 
if 1 were to return to England to encounter all 
that I passed through for some months |^e I came 
; upon the Continent 1 I had hoped to die soon, 

' Clarine— yes, I had hoped to die soon— in 
order that I might leave Ootavian free to follow 
the bent of his own inolinations.** 

"You have already made too many sacrifices on 
that pointy dear Zoe ; and you must make no more. 
It is not fbr you to martyriae yourself utterly and 
oomj^tely for the sake of othersi but it is for 
tkssi to make sacrifioss also. ''Have you not tdd 
me that your husband is naturally good and gene- 
nooi^ and that Christina Ashton is hanelf a j^el 
of parity and virtueP-«and if it is with such 
bsli^ ti|(|l you have to deal, wherefore should all 
tbo^qnfilii^ and the saerifioes be upon your^sideP 
that your husband will not do eveiy- 
thSif b> eonqoer his own passion P— and think you 
ttal Christina's sense of delicacy, her fominine 
jpti^and her good foeliag, have not already led I 


her to stifle whatsoever love Lord Ootavian may 
have iuspired her with P** 

"Ah, Clarine 1*’ responded Zoe, "can you ask 
me these questions,— you who have loved and still 
love so tenderly and so well P Bid you find it so 
easy to stifle love in your bosom P did even a 
fatber'a mandates or injunctions—*' 

"Zoe,** interrupted Clarine, speaking in a low 
half-hushed voice, "it is. the truth which you are 
proclaiming from your lips; and eveiy thing you 
state affords an additional proof of the weakness 
of us poor mortals. But, good heavens I what will 
you do P The skill of science has just ascertained 
the fact that your ^ung life may be 'prolonged 
until it grows old: and are you to pass all these 
years in misery — voluntarily separated from the 
husband whom you love— expatriated afar from 
your sire, your friend^ and acquaintances P Ob, 
the affection which I bear for you might 
prompt me selfishly to rejoice at the prospect 
of having you altogether and for ever with me i 
but, on the other band, I have a regard for 
your happineu; and^that very friendship which 
I experiipnee for yon, will prevent me from 
seeing you make the most unheard-of sacrifices, 
and martyrising yourself to an extent that has no 
parallel in the history of woman t** 

"And yet,** said Zoe^nn that same sweet voice 
of mild resignation in whi^h for a long time past 
she had been accustomed to apeak, " those sdorifices 
must be made — that aelf-martyrisation must be 
accomplished I If circumstances prevent me from 
ensuring my own happiness, I may at least be per- 
mitted the satisfaction of doing my best to ensure 
the happiness of others. And now, my dear friend, 
you will oblige me by abandoning this topic for 
the present. It is not on the eve of your bridal 
day that you are to be saddened by the infectious 
influence of my sorrows. Besides," continued the 
amiable lady, smiling, " I wish to be gay — and^ 
and — happy— as happy as possible on this occa- 
sion I Am 1 not to accompany you to l^ntaine- * 
bleauP and shall we not some days or weeks hence 
have ample leUpre to discuss all the circumstances 
which regard myself P Then, my dear Clarine, you 
shall proffer me your counsel : but for the present,** 
added Zoe, somewhat abruptly, " let us avert our 
attention from the subject.*' 

" At least there is one thing you promise me P" 
said Mademoiselle Yolney,— " one thing upon which 
I must insist,— that you follow the advice which 
Baron Louis has given, and that you will seek | 
the earliest opportunity of obtaining competent ^ 
medical treatment P BoubtleH at Fontainebleau 
we shall find trustworthy and talented prac- 
titbners— ** 

"Yes, Clarine^*’ answered Zoe, "I shall fulfil 
my duty in that respect : for you have this even- 
ing oonvioeed me by your eloquent reasoning that 
the life of us mortals is not our own to be disposed 
of as we will; but it is a trust oonflded to at, to * 
be oherished, watched over, and oared fior tc the 
utmost of^our power*" 

Mademoiselle Volney, yielding to her friend’s 
wishes, hbandonad the topic upon which they had 
previ^y been conversing, although it was with 
relnetanoe that she did sd; forshe experienced the 
warmest afflwtion for Lady OcUviaaoMe^^^dithk 
ud she did not like the mood into which Zoe had 
tdapaed, nor the repiesentatione she had made 
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■boe tiuil iatorriew with tha phjiioiaa tho remit 
of which OUrine had hoped would have rtitj 
dilFarent effeot upoa her firiead. Aad aow, ai the 
glaaeed furti? ely at Zoe*e couateaaaoo^ while they 
were beadias t^r way back to the Ohateau, ahe 
«>eoald Bot help thiakiaf there waa aoaiethiaf 
attoatnral in the aereaaly aad aad placidly mourn- 
ftd air of penaire raaigaatioa which aat upon the 
featurea of Lady«OetafiAn Heredith. 


OHAPTEB *OXXlX. 

TXi vonnar. 

Teb laat beama of the aettiag aun, on that aame 
September eTeaing of which we haee juit been 
writing, were flickering in ruddy hne|i upon the 
weatern outakirta of one of thoae great fbreata 
which are atill to be found ia the aouthem parta 
of Stance. The progreaa Of oiriliaatioa createa ao 
many new wanta for mankind, that it Veadera it 
needful to redeem aa much territory aa poaaible 
from ita wild and aarage primitira condition ; and 
thoa ia it that the great {oreata of all well-populated 
oountrioa are gradually yielding to the aze; and 
the apace which haa bdan occupied by giant treea, 
whoae growth indicated the lapae of oenlurie^ haa 
been progreaairely brought into oultiration that 
the golden harreat might ware in ita luxuriance. 
But atill, aa we hare juat now aaid, there are 
many of theae grand old foreata atill remaining—- 
aad aome in the aouth of Prance. We do not 
mean wooda of limited extend nor of puny growth 
—nor apaoea with mere patchea and iaolated 
groupa of atunted treea upon them— auoh aa in 
England we find dubbed by the name of ** foreata,** 
and rather indicating what might bare once been 
• there than what flow eziats. But we are apeaking 
of foreHa in the true meaning of the .term,— milea 
and milea of uninterrupted maaea of atately treea, 
forming in the warmer aeaaona ^f the year one 
raat canopy of rerdure through which the aun- 
'• beama cannot penetrate. 

It waa upon auoh a foreat aa thia that the laat 
raya from the weat were flickering in ruddy huea 
aa a poatchaiae-and-four entered upon the road in- 
teraecting the raat maie of Terdure. The horaea 
had been changed at a rillage which atood at the 
entrance of the foreat: the twojmatiliona cracked 
their whipa to inapire the freah animala, which 
appeared to be of aomewhat aluggiah diapoaition: 
a Talet in plain olothea waa aeated on the box; 
and a young man, of exceedingly h andaome ap- 
pearance, WM the cole oooupant the interior of 
the chaiae. Not to obaerre any unneeeaaa i y 
myatcry, we may aa well at once inform our reader 
that thic wee Lord Octariau Meredith, who waa 
' on hie way to the Chateau where he knew that hie 
wife reaided,— that wife whom he waa praphied to 
rejoin I With arma felded acrom hia chla^ aad In 
a profoundly meditati?e mood, waa Lord Oetarian 
lying back ia the eehicle. The foreat waa plungtd 
in dbacurity, though not eo complete aa to render 
the road d^ult to be fellowed, or to entail the 
n ecaa a Hy of haring the lampa lighted. Beaidea^ 
aa there are alwaja the aaaae poatiliona for the 
oaaM atagecb theae men were perfectly oonreraant 

I 


with the routes aad could pursue it bUndfeld. 
Yet the foreat waa obteure^ as we hare said; aiU 
inside the Tehide it waa \aiUt dark. If, how* 
eter, it had been poarible to study Ootarian'a 
eountenaace under auoh rircuuMtoncea, it would 
hare been pcrocired that though exceedingly pale 
and bearing the traces of a strong mental conflict 
of eery recent date, it wore an expreaaion of 
flrmeet reaolre. Yes— he had tletermined tore- 
JoiB Zoe: ha beliered that Ohriatiaa lored him 
not— that the haA trifled eoqnetiahly with hie feel- 
inge— that her heart wee not ao thoroughly good 
eiri ingennoua as he had originally deemed it to 
he; end thua ere^ hope being deatroyed in that 
quarter, it waa with a apeoiea of dfsperation that 
ho had plunged headlong ee it wore into the per- 
formenoe of the duty whwh he owed to hie wife. 

Beeper into the foreat did the equipaf « proceed i 
the stage was an unusually long one— tor the un- 
broken meee of treee etretched oiwrerd for a dia- 
tanca of thirteen or fourteen milea; and in the 
tinterral there ooourred no poat-honao for relaya. 
The obeiaa had eooomplished about half that dit- 
tanoe — the obaourity bad now deepened into 
almoat total darknesa— when on a sudden the 
equipage came to a Stop, but with a jerking 
abruptnese that threW Meredith forward from hie 
test. The next moment be beard the plunging 
of horaaa — ejaottlations of terror mingled with 
others of threate— the trampling of feet — the 
sounds of blows— and then the report of flre-arms. 
All these alarming noises were ao rapid in ino- 
cession— or indeed might almost be dascribed at 
so blended— that Oetarian found the conflict over 
by the time he leaped forth from the Tehiole. For 
a oonfliot it really was, though ho soaroely com- 
prehended its oircumetences, end knew nothing 
at all of its reeulte until a little while afterwards. 
And this waa the reason,— that no sooner had he 
eprung forth, than a defperate blow waa dealt him 
either by a bludgeon or the butt-end of a pistol ; 
and he was itrioken down senseless* • • 

As Lord Ootarian slowly came back to oon* 
M^usneas, he gradually grew aware that he wee 
lying by the side ol the ro^ : end the beanu of a 
lantern moring ebout^ showed him the dark ihepe 
of the Tehiole. He heard footetepe i they were 
thoae of a liog|e person ; and by this person the 
lantern wee being carried. Mer^ith’e ideas were 
at firat in a bewildering confuaion ; but conspicuous 
amongst tliem waa the sense of extreme danger ; 
end be therefore ley perfectly etill until he might 
glean something more of the ciroumstancee which 
surrounded him, 

A pain in his head reminded the young nobleman 
of how be had been etricken down: and fortunate 
for him wu it that he had on hie hat at the tame 
—or else the blow which merely stunned would 
have proved fetal. All was eUent, with the exoep- 
rion of tboee footetf ps thai aooompaaied the move- 
menta of the Uatem. There was not eo mneh ea 
the impatient stemping of a hora^ nor tha rattling 
of the bameaa. But no^ wonder: for by the light 
of the lentem Meredith in a few minutes peroeived 
that the horses had been detached from the obeissy 
end were no longer there. At the Mune time he 
observed that the lantern wee home by a female ; 
and that as ahe carried it in one head, she Sup- 
ported heraalf with a etiek held in the o^. He 
could Ml as yet aoe her feoc'i^ bat he beheld 


TUV MYSTfiiaSS OF TUV OOUAT. 


530 


erough to oooTinoe him thnt vbe was a orouo boaod 
with 

He wetohtd her mferoents, sot choosisf M yet 
to i^fo My eigQ of life wbiL’li mi;;ht attract her 
•tteotioiii for fear lest sbo should be ooanected with 
the roffians who had perpetrated the outrage, and 
that they might still within iho aumrooniog 
raDgg of her voice. Of the extent of this outrage 
he was as yet igiioraot—altbougli he dreaded the 
worst, beeauee he beheld not his valet nor the 
tilhina, end because be recoUee^ the violence of 
the blows and tbo report of the dre-arma wbieb he 
had hoard. Kaisiug himself very, very gently 
upon his elbow, ho endeavoured to penetrate more 
serutinisiogly through the gloom which prevailed 
around save dod except where the lantern glim- 
mered like a wilho*-the-wisp. The crone was stoop- 
ing down: eometbing dark lay underneath the 
lantern— Octavian shuddered with the horrible sus- 
picion which If opt through his brain ** but the 
next instant he shuddered more deeply Ad ^Idly 
still, as the rays of that lantern fell upon the white, 

fsoe of a human being and ho recognised his 

own valet ! 

In a moment ho was upon bis feet : be sprang 
towards the old woman, who shrieked out in affright ; 
and clutching her violently ^by the arm, he ex- 
claimed in the French tongue, ** Wretch 1 are you 
plundering the dead whom your accompUces have 
murdered P** 

No, sir— no 1 heaven forbid T* responded the 
crone, with so sudden a regaining of her self- 
posaesnon that Meredith felt convinced aUe waa in- 
nocent of the charge ho bad levelled against her. 
** 1 am hero to render assistance, if possible—but 
it is too late for the otAers— you only appear to be 
.safe.” 

”Too late!” exolairoed Meredith, horrified at 
the idea which these words conveyed. ” Qod for- 
bid I Let us sag,” V 

iJe sn"tohed the lantern from the woman’s 
band; and pe now perceived that hit first impres- 
sion was correct, that she was a vary aged crone 
and that the exceeding ugliness of her counfb- 
nance might well under existihg circumstances 
bo taken for doubly and trebly sinister in its 
aspect. l<of4 Qetavian — holding the lantern high 
up, so as to fiiog its light upon the soene— pre- 
pared himself for something dreftful; and he 
prepared himself not in vain. Near one of the 
lore wheels of the chaise, lay his unfortunate valet: 
the mark where « pistol bullet bad entered, wes in 
tlie middle of the forehead ; and thence the blood 
was trickling. A little farther on lay one of the 
poscilions, with bU ikuU horribly shattered, evi- 
dently by a bludgeon; and farther on atiU was the 
other postilion, lying lifeless over the trunk of a 
tree which had been nut down in each a manner 
as to fall completely aeross the road- The cause 
of the sudden stoppage* of tj;^ vehicle wee thue 
exphuaed ; and from the position in whioh .tbie 
last-mentioned postilion waa found, ICeredUh eoo- 
vlttded tbaa ho must at the outsoa have been 
piteM flNr ^hn horee’a *bead by the ahruptnees 
with ifjmjkn animal bed come to a fuU stop on 
•owMmIU tree. 2ftsn, no doubt, tho vtt* 
laiag^^imnpoa the unfortunata poatilimh and 

I him on the apot; for bisskuU was 
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ghastJinMs and fearfulness of its details wsg 
shaduweel forth to tbc yuung nobleman by the 
light of the lantern. The horses, a« we have air 
ready said, were gone; and on purauing hie in- 
spection, he perceived that his own trunks and 
that of bis unfortunate valet had been carried oiR 
Jletbinkii^ himself of something which had not 
before smitten bisB, he fislt about his person t his 
watch Md hie purse were gone— a pocket-book 
containing bank-notes had likewise been taken 
from btrn — the very rings from his fingers had 
been stripped olT^he was completely despoiled, 
even to a gold pencil-case which he was wont to 
carry in his waistcoat- pocket. He now examined 
the person of his valot : but as he had only too 
well anticipated, it was similarly rifled. The entire 
investigation of the scene and of all these parti- 
culars, had occupied but a few minutes:— stupen- 
dttousiy shocking as the details were, there was, 
alas! no difilcuity in embracing them with a too 
frightful accuracy at a few rapid glances ; and all 
the while Octavian so managed as not to lose sight 
of the orone. For if she hi^ attempted to escape 
he would cit once have brought her back; and he 
would naturally have regarded the oiroumsUnca 
as a proof of her guilty complicity with the per- 
petrators of the whole eatanic outrage. 3ut she 
showed no inclination to ^uit the i^pot ; and now 
Octavian acoosted her pnoe^more. 

** How came you bore P* he asked, narrowly 
watching her countenauce as bo held the lantern 
up for the purpose. 

” I live in a cottage hard by,” sbo responded ; 
**and hearing a noise in the road, I got up, 
dressed myaell; and oauio out. I thought at first 
it was a carriage which had upset : but on reach- 
ing tbo spot 1 found how dreadful was the work 
that bad been done ; and 1 was looking to ece if 
any of the viotims yet lived, when you started up 
and accosted me.” 

Her countenance changed not in a suspicious 
maimer ; and even despite her hideous nglinesi^ 
there was upon it an expression of rude rough 
peasant-like frsn&uess* She was very poorly clad : 
indeed her appearance was indicative of the ut- 
most poverty. Her tale seemed probablo enough ; 
and Meredith was iocUned to believe it. 

”Thie is a dreadful crime which bas been per- 
petrated,” he said ; ” and 1 am bewildered hew to 
oot. Are here no habitations nearer than the 
villages at the eairanoe and at the extremity of the 
forest f” ^ 

” Only a few suiob poor oottagee aa the hut that 
I live in,” was the woaiaa’a answer. ” But per- 
haps some of the mounted police may oome this 
way presently——” 

” Hoes the foceat hear a bad repute P” inquired 
Meredith* 

** People have been aoinetimoe robbed here,” 
aMwered the woman ; " bnt they have generally 
been tolikury travol|er% either on horse or foot ; ‘ 
and I never bafeto knew of aueh a desperato per- 
formance «i ihfe* I have lived for yeevs and years 
in the depth of this ferest-^wiaun^poor deceased* 
husband fim n long time— and auee hie death by 
myistf : but I imver till now knew of hkiod beiiif 
shed/ I suppose it is some gang that has getbeved 
in the fereet i bat the poUes wiH seem EuntHhem 
down after MOh a crime et thia*” 

lleteditk enthred the old woman to go on talk* 
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inf( wifehoat interruption, as he wuihi*4 skill to studj 
her looks as much as possible in order to ascertain 
what degree of confidence he might place in her* 
fibo continued to address him with the same air of 
rude, uncouth, but honest bluntness which he had 
previously remarked ; and thus his impression 
'•grew stronger and ttronger in her favour^ 

" Do you think,*' he asked, ** that, 1 should he 
likely to obtain the loan of a horse at aqy one of 
tbo cottages of vfbich you speak P 1 would in 
that case ride back to the Ullage at the entrance 
of the forest—** 

*' A horse P Ifo, sir !'* exclaimed the woman. 
** They are only poor neople Jiko myself who base 
huts in this forest : they get their little bit of a 
liveliiiuoa as woodmen— ** 

- “ Then what am 1 to do f** demanded Mere- 
dith, with a bewildered air. 

Indeed he was sorely perplexed, and had every 
reason to find himself so. If he left that spot to 
walk to either of the villages, he might 411 in with 
tho brigands, who would most probably despatch 
him, as they already believed they had done and 
lind intended to do. if he remained where he 
was, jbo await the arrival of the mountSd police, 
tho murderers might camo back. His predicament 
was bewildering to a degree : bo was utterly pen- 
riilesB-~a]l bis jewellerj^ was gone his pocket- 
book, containing his j^sssport and other papers, 
hud likewise disappeared — ho had not even the 
means of proving lha identity as an English noble- 
man and thus obtaining a supply of money at tho 
next village if he were to bend his way thither. 
According to previous inquiries which he Iind 
made, he was full fifty iniics from tho chateau 
where his wife dwelt, and which ho had hoped to 
reach at an early hour on tho following morning, 
ile was cruelly shocked and distressed likewise at 
(he donth of his valet and of the two uiifortnnato 
postilions; and bo suffered severe pain from the 
blow feceived on tho bead. 

1 After all,’* he thought to himself, ** tho best 

thing r*can do is to remain in the* foieat for the 
night, if 1 can obtain an asylum where 1 sliall be 
in safety ; and then in the morning 1 might get 
back to the village where the last relay was ob- 
tained. The landlord of the inn at whioh we 
stopped to take refreshments, would perhaps fur- 
nish me with funds to carry mo forward to my 
destination i or the Mayor or some other local 
authority would have this much confidence in me. 
Even if the worst should happen, 1 could but re- 
main at the inn until 1 had tiiue to communicate 
withZoe.*’ 

Such were the thoughts that now passed 
through the miind of the young nobleman ; and 
having more or less come to a decision on the 
point, he again tamed to the old woman, to whose 
hand he hi^ in the meanwhile restored the lantern. 

** Those villains have robbed me of everything 
. I posters,** he said ; " and 1 have not at this mo* 
ment the means of bestowing the slightest recoiq- 
pense upon any person at whose hands 1 might 
receive a civility. Bo you think tbat^one of ihe 
oottggers of whom you have spoken would give me 
an aiylum for a few hours P^' 

** 1 am sure they would !”* answered the ocone 
with hfr ipugh air of eonfldenco. ** Though we 
are idl poor in these partly yet we are not 
savages—** 


** Whoso is the nearellT'^ttage ?*’ inquiMd 
Meredith. 

“Mine, for that asattoiv*’ responded the old 
woman ; “ and if you like t« turn m and rest your^ 
self there, you are truly weloume. But X can 
offer nothing more that the humblest acoomoda* 
tiou s and as Ibr recompense, a olvil word at part* 
ting is everything that will he required by Bame 
Roquette.** 

“ Vott shall have the eivU Bame Bo- 

quette,** answered Meredith ; “ and a much more 
substantial rewardwhall follow eo poon as I obtain 
the means of bestowing it. We wiU not leave tbe 
remains of those unfortunate mao to become a 
prey to the vermin or birds of tbe forest. Hold 
you the lantern while I drag the bpdiea into (he 
chaise.** 

This task was shortly aeeomplisbed | and Mere- 
dith then said, “ Now lead the way, good dame, to 
your abode; and I will follow’* 

The woman Iloquctte, carrying tbe lantern in 
her hand, hobbled <tff from the spot, leaning upon 
4ier stick; and plunging into the deeper forest 
mascs whioh skirted the rood, she procee:lMi for a 
distance of about a mile. Meredith was just won- 
dering how tho noise of the conflict in tht» road 
could possibly have reached the ears of tbe old 
woman if her dw6lling*place were thus remote^ 
when she stopped at the door of what p^ived to be 
a little hovcrl. It stood so completely embowered 
in the depth of the forest, that even in the day- 
time a stranger in tbe district would have feil^ 
to notice that there wad a human habitation there 
until bo came altogether upon it. Bame JRoquette 
pubbed open the door ; and Octavian foUowi^ he** 
into tho place. 

Tbe but was divided into two oompartmenie-* 
one containing a great quantity of tbe small brush- 
wood whioh the crone bad gathered in the forest, 
and also a number of^logs rudely chopped up. 
The other compartment^ whioh was the larger of 
tbo two— displayed a mesgre and wretched assort- 
ment of furniture, all of the roogbesl materials. 
Tjipre was a bed in one eornor; and tbe half- 
opened door of a ^upboard showed a scanty sup- 
ply of food of tbe vaost frugal description. 

“ If it weren’t for the kindness of tbe woodmeu 
towards a poor lone body like me,’* oaid Bame Bo- 
quette, “ I d^t't know what would become of 
me. They give me logs for firing ; and when 
they take their own faggots to tbe village in the 
hfind-cart ^bich holf-a-doaen of them have in com- 
mon amongst them, they take mine likewise. 
The forest-keepers ore also good enough in their 
way; and oftan when 1 come home I fiod a loaf 
and a piece of cheese^ with ooeaaionally a hare or a 
rabbit, upon my table.’* 

“ Good heavens I what a life for a human being 
to lead r thought Meredith to bimselC “ How 
little do the dwellers amidst the luxuries of great 
cities and towns know of tbe fearful struggles 
which so many of their fellew-ereatures have to 
make to keep body and soul together !’* 

You oiin have this room, sir— and weleoms^” 
aQfntiuued Bame Boquette. “ 1 will stretch myself 
on a bit of straw that there ia amongst the foggotc 
and logs.** 

“ 1 will npt deprive jou, my good womae, of 
your resling-placf* 1 could not de such a thinf I’* 
answered Mereditii. ” I wUl strefoh myself on liic 
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But you m wa H 

Hu was aboafe to aik whathar tha orouo was son* 
fldsnt that Hia robbsn were not likely to xs?isit her 
eottagai ha howarer oheofced himaalf, aa it struck 
him ia tha ilrat place that there waa aomathing 
puiUlavunoua in the query— and in the second 
place that it waa an naelaaa onoaa aha could not 
poaaibly tail what tha lawlaaa rufflana might do— 
unlaaa indeed she were an aeeompUaa of their*a^ 
which howerer he no longer aoapactad. 

** Good night, dame/’ ha aaidt and paaaing into 
the adjoining room, ha doaad tha door of commu* 
nioation between the two oompartmanta. 

OctsTian threw himaelf down upon tha atraw 
which lay om the ground in that place | but ha 
had not been long there before his mind under- 
went a sudden and' complete rerulsion in reqpaot 
to Dame Boquette* Something had struck him 
like a flash of lightning. She had told hin^ when 
they were in the road together, that on hearing 
certain noises she had got up, dressed herssif, and 
issued forth. But thb talc was far from heinf 
consistent with the fact that her humble pallet in 
the next room showed that it had not heen dis- 
turbed that night: the patchwork coverlid was 
spread neatly and smoothly qver the bedding j and 
the bolster, covered with the sheet of coarse un- 
blcacned linen, which may be seen in the humblest 
hoiel m France, bora not the impression of a 
human head having reposed there. 

7ha dame therefore had evidently told a false- 
hood— and a most unnecessary one if she were 
honest. Again too arose in Octavian’s mind the 
thought that the hut wu too far from the road 
for any sounds occurring in the one place to be 
heard at tha other— eqwcially by an old crone 
whose age forbade the belief that her sense of 
hearing was any of the keenest. And then too, 
even if she did hear the^sounds, how could she 
possibly miscake them for the upsetting of a 
vehiele, when the loudest of the noises was the re- 
port of qlfe firearms P All points considered, 
Meredith felt convinced that tlm was eomethaag 
wrong about the woman-^perkaps even the very 
worst : namely, that she might be an aoeem|tfce ot 
the brutal brigand murderers. 

What course should he pursue P Jf he were 
suddenly to pounce upon her andi' accuse her of 
treachery, her cries might bring the rufllans to 
her succour, and to the aooomplishment^of bis own 
destrdotion: for who could tell how close they 
might be in the vicbage of the hovelP But if on 
the other hand he were to endepvour to steal forth, 
she might bear him, and a similar result would 
ensue. Again, he thought to himself that if he 
lingered there the villains might oome to the 
place— It might be their rendesvous— and they 
would perhaps despatch him fSor fear lest the in- 
fbrmation he might give should lead to theii; de- 
tection. All things consideved} Ootavian reedved 
to seiM upon the old woman^' aad by threeis of 
WMeUng a prompt vpngeanoe upon her, make 
her confrss whatsoever he might be enabled to 
extort. But scercsly had he come to this detsr- ' 
mination, fllpnhie ear caught the ionBdg.ef fiwt- 
*** 

It M|pc'4MiBed no derogatioii to hui natural 
bravd^'iif me admit that M e re d it h was Ibr a mo- 
ment saiitM’iPitlk n mortal tenor, as the hideoue 


Idea struck him that he was now indeed com- 
pletely in the power of the murderers. But as 
that glaeial shudder passed rapidly off, his first 
impulss was to s^ upon a log wood and sail 
his lift as dearly as possibls. He was enveloped 
in utter darkness ; and sosroely hid he snsiohed 
up the billet, when he heard the front door gently 
open. It was Dame Boquette stealing forth: the 
heavier fbotetepa oqtsidi^ jnstaitfeneoualy ceased: 
Ootavian fell eam^ tttt she had enoountered 
the brigandi-^ was tellfiig them that he wee 
there I The idea now struck him that he would 
seiao the opportunity to attempt an eaoape by 
gliding forth and plunging into the m'ases of the 
forest. Bb openid'^he doot communioatiDg with 
the room whenee the old women had Just emerged t 
but the light wee still burning there— lie would be 
seen on orosemg the thresh<3d— buUete would be 
disebar^ at him— death would in that case be 
inevitaUe : he felt that he had better trust to the 
ohaptef ofiaccidents. At the very instant that ha 
oame to this deoision, he heard a man’s voice say, 
‘'Well, go your wayi now— and remember the 
business for to-morrow I” 

" Yes, yes^” answered three or four whispering 
voices : and than the sounds of retreating foou 
steps mat Oetavian’s ears. 

He still held tha door of oommunication ajar ; 
and now he beard the same voice which bad 
just given the order to the gang to disperse, say 
in a low tone, *’Do you really thi^ he is asleep P” 

" I believe so,” replied Dame Boquette ; ” for 
he looked dreadfully tired, as well as oompletely 
overcome by the scene.” 

** Good 1” rejoined the man. " If he sleeps 
there is no use in doing him a mischief, as he baa 
nothing moro to be robbed of. But we shall 
see.” 

Ootavian gently dosed the door, end at once 
laid himself down on the straw ; for bis mind was 
suddenly made up what course to adopt.' He 
perceived that there was no intention to^commit 
an unnecessary murder; he comprehended like- 
wise that the mgn who bed remained behind, and 
who appeared to be the chief of the gang, was 
going to confer with Dame Boquette ; end ha saw 
that if it were possible to hear their discourse he 
might not only asoertein whet the oontempleted 
bttuneia was for the morrow, but likewise glean | 
enough to enable the police autboritiec to make a 
oa^turo of the whole gang. 


OHAFTSB OXXZ. 

OOTAYZAV MOM, 

Lomj> OoTATiav Masipzm knew perfectly well 
that ebeumstencee were now compoUing him to 
plnv m vaiy ptriloue game i but all hie fortitude • 
end idf-poisseiton were at hie oommend, espeoielly 
•a be beUqyed end hoped there waa now o^ one 
male mfibm to deal with in ease of emergency. He 
deposited Mmeelf upon the straw, aBBumihg the 
attitude of one who al^t; heoompoaedhiafeBtoree 
ia a euitabfe manner— he biedth^ ea if he were 
indeed ea uqooiieeioue slumbeter. * ‘ • 

He heeid the old woman end her ruffian eom- 
paaion steel iaie the hull the eutnr door wee teen 
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gently oloRod t the door of ronimnnication he- 
twcoii the two roonib wan iirx:. oponod wHK 
an evident study to avoid making the Bliglilost 
dlhturbance ; and this was an additional proof 
to JMeredith that an nniioocBbary crinio waa 
not contemplated. |io kept kiei ej es oloBod : 
ihofootstepH of a t»nn advanced towardh him 
—but they worn only just audible* Tho light 
was pahsed tliree or fop^ times aoross his 
countenance: ho niovod pot— he maintained 
tho nioHt perfect Holf-poseeBaion— his eyelidis 
quivered not: ho looked ho loigncKl to 

bo — fiiRt asleep. The rumen rotreatod aa 
noiRoloRt^ly as he hod ontOTed : Meredith would 
not truHt hiiURcU even to tpe elightout raising 
of an eyelid, for feat lepst the robber should 
still bo looking towarda him; and ho know 
that tho faintest discloburo of tho eyeball 
would refloot upon tho lantern. The man 
passed out, and the door doped behind him 
— tlie whole i>roceeding being oonducted with 
oxtivmcHt caution on his part. 

lilereditli now heard the voices of Dame l!o- 
qnette and the man whispering in tho adjoin- 
ing room; and with the utmost caution difl 
ho move towards the door in the thin pai'tilioit. 
Thoro he listened. !Novcr was breath more 
HUsponsefuUy held : never wero oars more 
keenly sot to catch tbo sounds of low speak- 
ing tongues. And as the eyes get accustomed 
to Iho darkness and gradually perceive objocts | 
through them, so do the ears got liabituulod 
as it wore to the accents of tho voice, how- ! 
ever low the whispering may bo : for it is I 
thus that the human laculties at times do- | 
velop their wondrous powers. So it was with 
Meredith now ; and if ho couhl not catch all 
that was being paid in the adjoinixig room, ho 
at least heard pufUcieiit to niuko him aware 
of a most ramilied piece of vdiany that was 
in embryo, ami also sufficient to make him 
rejoice inwardly that he was enabled thus to 
listen. 

Presently, when Ootavian thought that tho 
comcrHutiun betwixt the man ami the woman 
in tho udioiniiig room was drawing to a close, 
he was about to creep back to his place upon 
thr straw, — but a question put by tho male vil- 
lain led him to tariy at the ihoreshold a Ifttlo 
longer. • 

“ And after all, then,” he paid “ it was a false 
alarm ?’* 

“Yes— no one passed the Fpot — no one oamo 
near it,” ^replied Dame Itoquetfc, and there 
I coiisequciitly very soon wa‘s, with my 
lantern m my hands. I had just Rtripped 
the vulpt of his watch and jiurtd when tho 
gentleman himself came to his senn s — ” 

** But you had previously rillod him like- 
wise i"' 

“ Of course I— or how could I have just now 
given you all tho things I found about him P 
It was a wonder,” continued Duiuu lio- 
qneite, “tliat he didn't come to his senses 
while X was dipping my hands into his pockets 
and pulling off hiB rings : but ho did not. 
Ah! how he stoxUed ^e for a moment 
when ho aferwards came rushing towards 

it 

me 

“ Oh, but you have got snbh a brazen hardi- 
hood!” rejoined her Affiaii companiozi: '*you 
are se dom or never taken aback !” 

** Hush, hnsh 1— not too loud t” Mid the 

‘ ** Ob, he was sleeping as soupdly as possible,” 
answexed the chief of the gang : for such 
Meredith had discovered him act.iially to bo. 
** And now I funst be off— for I've got many 
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good miles to ride before daylight. Bemember 
ail I liave said I” 

“ Yob, yes— there's no fear,” responded Dame 
Koquetto. “Directly Moulin returns to-mor- 
row, I will send rouiid the word.” 

Meredith now cousidercd it expedient to creep 
back to the straw; and this move he accom- 
plished with a most scrupulous caution. About 
hvo minutes afterwards the brigand again 
entered the Bttle room with the lantern in his 
hand : aguin dja iderodith submit with admir- 
able presenoe of niind to the proecsR of having 
tho light pasboa before his eyes; and tho 
I desperado retreated, with the lull conviction 
I that tho young neblemau was sound asleep... 
Uothen iRsned froni the cottage; and Gel avian 
felt within himself that ho was now altogether 
safe. 

He might have availed himself of the present 
opportunity to soizo upon the old woman accord- 
ing to one of the ideas which ha’d originally 
struck him : but ho no longer thought it ex- 
pedient to adopt this eonrBe. The facts he had 
learnt from tho whispered conversation decided 
him upon going on altogether another tack. 
Ho tliorcloro lay quiet : hour after hour passed 
— ho f At not tho sliglitest znelination to sleep — 
and the reader may rest assured that ho did not 
volnntivrily court the advance of slumber. 

The gray dawn of morning at Icngtli began i 
to gliniiucr through littlo square window 
which thore was in ll^a room whore Oclavian 
lay; and ho now lesolvcd to depart. He 
knocked at tho jiartii ion>door ; iMme Roqucltc, 
who was already up and dressed, budo him 
enter tho room— and bo did so. Ho assumed | 
tho most courtoouh demeanour — i banked lior i 
for her hospitality— and promised to take tho I 
curliest opportunity of rewarding i or. I 

She haa already begun to prepare breakfast; 
Olid bho invited him to remain to partake of it ; i 
but ho declined, pleading las anxiety to got to 
the nearest village and contmiio liih journoy on- 
ward. 

Bidding Dame Boquoito farrv ell, Ijord Oetn- 
vian McrcMlitJi issued fn»m iio cottage, and •[ 
made tho pest of his way liuDugli thill juirt ot ,■ 
the forest wlaoh led towards 1 he road where thi' i 
foul crime of ^he preceding night had boon pev- 
polrated. 

On reaching tho spot ho found half-a-dozen L 
of the mounted police there: they had only I 
just discovered the chaise and the Lidoons I 
tragedy which its ghastly contents revealed. ! 
hieri’diih w'as at once enabled to give those 
fearful explanations which are already known j 
to the reader ; nnd the officer who was in com- 
mand of the p^rty requested tho young noble- 
man to acooropnny them to the villoge at tho 
oommcnccmont of the forest. A couple of tho 
gmdwnnes* horses were attached to the ^hoiso ; 
and towards tho village did tho procession re- 
paid. 

It will be seen that Dame Boqnette was still 
suffered to coiilinno at large, iillhougli Octa- 
vian cominnnii alcd to tho officers all that ho 
know concerning her complicity with the or- 
ganized gang. The reason that she was not at 
once arrested will presently transpire. 

Un the village being reached, immense was 
the sensation produccu amongst its inhabitantR 
by tho tidings of the hideous tragedy in tho 
forest, and by tlio spcotaole of the corpses 
as they wero borne forth from tho oliaise. 
Lord Ootavian and the officer of the ^nounted 
police lost no time in holding a conference 
with the Mayor: but this was of the most 
private character, and nothing of its natora 
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transpired. Immediately it broke up Lord Oeta- 
Tian resumed bis journey iu another equipage* he 
having received a loan from the Mayor to meet bis 
immediate peouniary requirements. 

It was a little past ten o'cloek in the morning 
when the young Engliefa nobleman thus pursued 
' his journey,— now Unattended, and having to de- 
plore the loss of a valet who had served him faith- 
fully. The forest was .traversed— the fatal spot 
where the hideous tragedy had taken place, was 
passed ; and when once the moao of oountless trees 
was left behind, the road lay through an open Coun- 
try over which the eye could range to a cunsulorablc 
distance on either side. Upwards of thirty miles 
were so accomplished ; and it was between one and 
two o'clock in the afternoon when the post chaise 
Entered a toan where Octavian purposed to tarry 
a brief space that be might procure the refresh- 
uient of wbioh he stood so much in need ; fur he 
had not as yot broken bis last. 

The equipage drove up to the door c€ the prin- 
cipal hotel 111 the place ; and on alighting, Lord 
Ootaviau obberved two haydsome travoiliug car- 
riiiges wluuh had ovideutly only arrived a few 
minutes previous, as the post-horses which were 
now to be changed, bad not as yet moved away 
from tlie vicinage of the hotel. A couple of do- 
mestics 111 handsome lisa^ries were conversing with 
a tliird menial in pbiiu clothes, and who was 
evidently a valet ip the same service as the fuoi- 
moD themselves. Octavian therclbre omeluded 
that some family of distinction had halted at this 
same hotel where his own « cpiipnge bad slopped ; 
but his mind was too much etigro.^bod with a variety 
of subjects to have scope for auy curiosity on that 
)>niucuiar point. Inquiring for a private room, 
bis demand was attemled to by a waiter ut the 
establishment,— who requested him to ascend to 
tho first flour. Octaviuh lolluued the domestic up 
the btaircuse ; aud at tho luuuieiit they reached the 
landing, the duur of an apartment suddenly opened 
' and a liyly came lorth. Ejaoulaliuos burst from 
the lips of this Udy, as well as from tliose of Oeta- 
vitiu : for It was the wile who w’lis tjius uncspi'ctedly 
met by the husband at that place. 

Zoo’s first impulse was to spring forward and 
throw horself into Octavian's arms t but all in a 
moment a sickening sensittion came ever her as she 
reincnibered that he loved unotlier ! She staggered 
uguiust the dunr-poal, and would have falleti, were 
It not that Lord Octavian himself rushed towards 
her and c«oigiit her in his ariua. 

** Zue— my deal est witu!” h<f murmured, as he 
atruined her to his breast. ** I was euoiiiig to seek 
you — i was on my way to join you, to do luy duty 
by you henceturtU ! JJut by wliat lucky chance is 
it that I moot you here • 

** Octavian, is it possible," said Zoc, in accents 
tremulous with mingled joy aud wonderinent, 
" that 1 have heard aright — or do my ears deceive 
• meP” 

** It is true, Zoe/' responded Meredith i ** but. 
Oh ! 1 have ao much to tt*!! you I”— tbqp suddenly 
teuollecliug that the hotel-servaut was a apootator 
of this scene, he turned to him, saying, ** Oonduct 
us to the private room that 1 have aakeil for.'* 

The waiter at once obeyed ; ZoO and Octaviia 
were now Mono together 

"Can youtoigiveine, Zoei^* asked her husband, 
■oaiiug himself by her side, taking her baud, and 
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gaiiug upon her with looks of oarneat enireatf i 
**is it ptmible that you can forgive me— that yes 
can receive me again ae 1 wish to be received f — 
for 1 am aware, Zoe, that you know everything 
Alas, I have long been convinoed of itl" 

For some minutes the amiable young lady was 
BO overpowered by her foelinga that she could give 
no response : the tears triokl^ down her cheeks— 
but through them she gated with the moat earnest 
and devoted afleotion upon hor "liusband. Again 
land again did he prem her to his heart: but his 
own viuoe was no A stifled by the cmoliona which 
agitated within him* 

“ Zoe," he at length said, sinking at her feet, 
" on my knees do I implore your pardon for the 
past! 1 have indulged iu a dream — I was its 
victim— it was a delusion— yet while it lasted it 
had the power to render me faithleM in thought 
aud in feeling unto yourself. Oh 1 bitterly, bit- 
terly do I repent everything thot haa occurred 1 I 
have been very, very wicked— 1 have requited all 
your love in a manner which 1 blush to look back 
*Upon! Bui forgive me, Zoe- forgive me 1— and 
henceforth shall it be my constant and unwearied 
study to make every atonement !" 

Octavian," auswered Zoe^ in a voice which 
flowed as sofUy as thp tears thomtolves that were 
trickling from her eyes, ** 1 never had expected to 
hear such language as this from your bps 1 And, 
Oh 1 if it bo sincerely spoken— it* it do indeed 
faithfully represent any change whidi may haiw 
taken place in your own heart, you are at this 
moment rendering me the happiest of women !" 

*'As God is my judge," exclaimed Meredith, 
etarting up Cr^m hia knees, " 1 am proclaiming 
from the lips all that is truly foU in the heart 1" 

Again they embraced; and words have no 
pitwor to describe the joy, the paradise of feeling 
which Zoo DOW experienced. Indeed, it was a 
happiness almost too lopcU for her to endure ; and 
this sudden change in her ciroumstunces was 
naturally aocompanied by a proportion do revul- 
sion in all the feelings of the heart ilfolf. With- 
out as yet being acquainted with a single par- 
ticular of tho iig;ldents which had brought this 
change about and recalled her husband to her 
arms, she accepted tho assurancos which Octavian 
Usd given.her : she felt convinced they wore sin- 
cere— bis presence there was a proof of it— and she 
consequently abandoned herself t«> the full tide of 
that sunlit stream of joy on which her soul was 
now floating. A disziuess came over her, and she 
felt as if she \vcre about to faint — as if indeed she 
must swoon off in the very ecstasy of happiness 
itself : but she exerted all her powers to save her- 
self as it were from unconsoiouiness— and she suc> 
ceedod. 

"Ob, my beloved Octavian!" she murmured, 
as her head reposed upon his shoulder— and though 
her voice was low, yet was there a thrill of exulla* 
tiou m its tone, **Vbat bliss has this day brought 
forth for me ! And yesterday too— I ought to 
have ItKikod upon it as tho harbiiiger of sumu 
most happy change cfaatPwas to take place 

**Yostenfay, my beloved Zoefsaul Octavian t 
“ wbat mean you P” 

"Until yeiterdi^," rejoined the now happy 
wile, " methought that there were within me the 
seeds of an inourseble disease: methought that 
consumption had fastened upon my vitally and 
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lh«t I had not long to remain in thii world! 
Indeed, OoterUn, for your eake I wiahed that 
death would come apeedily— and I oared not Aoto 
apeedily I But yesterday the skill of n physician 
enabled him to asoertain that all my forebodings 
were erroneous.*’ 

** Hearen be thanked 1” cried Meredith t and it 
was indeed with sincerity that he gate vent to 
this ^seulatioD. ** Yes, heaTon be th^ed !— for, 
Oh, my belored ioe ! it is happiness to know that 
you will lire long in order that the atonement of 
your oontrite husband may bd all the more com- 
plete. Ah! think you that 1 hare not compre- 
hended all the saoriftoes which you in your sublime 
magnanimity were making on my behalf P Yea— 
1 hare been a wretch towards you—'* 

"Speak not thus, my dearest, dearest husband,” 
interrupted Lady Octariant "there was nothing 
that 1 would not hare done to ensure your happi- 
neu 1— there was no sacrifice of my own feeling 
that 1 would not hare made in order is sare you 
from being unhappy t But tell me, Octariai ^ - ” 

" Yes, I will tell you ererything,” exclaimed thd 
young nobleman. " Yet in so doing I must men- 
tion a name—” 

" I know it,” said bis wife firmly,—” the name | 
of Christina Ashton. But hearen forbid, Ootarian, 
that you should hare to tell me aught which may 
henceforth prerent me from regarding her as my 
ftiaod 

" Zoe,” responded the young nobleman, " if she 
were not rirtuous 1 should not dare to look you in 
the face— I should not be worthy of this ptf don 
which you hare bestowed upon me ! Christina 
lores another—” 

" She lores another f * cried Zoe, with a thrill of 
Joy in her soul. ” Is it possible that 1 hare all 
along been mistaken as to the nature of her feel- 
ings towards you—” 

" Suffice it to cay, Zoe,*«* interrupted Meredith, 
” she lores another 1 Of this I hare receired the 
most incontestable proof. It aroused me from my 
delusion— & awoke me with a sudden start from 
my dream— 1 beheld all the enormity of say 
conduct towards yourself— 1 setioff to join you in 
France— I lost not an instant— I was resolred to 
throw myself at your feet and implore your pardon 
for the past 1 For, Oh 1 1 knew tha^ you lored 
me, Zo^and I dMpaired not of «obtaining that 
pardon !” 

*' Ob, it is granted— it is granted !” e^laimed the 
happy wife ! ” and henceforth, Oetariaa, you need 
nerer entertain a remorseful thought nor cherish a 
mournful memory on account of the incidents which 
are gone by I” 

" Admirable Zoe I” exclaimed Meredith | ” how 
could I erer bare been rile and base enough to 
do Tiolence to a heart so loving and tender as 
your’s P But 1 repeat, the remainder of my life 
be devoted to the duty of insuring your hap- 
I piness ;— and. Oh 1 that du^will bd a pleasant 
one 1. But tell sne, Zoe— how is it that you are 
heteP Bias the bridal already taken place P and 
are you eoeompanying thb bridal party P” 

” Yai— it is so,” responded Zoe t and then, with 
a leok ef surprise, she asked» ” But bow did you 
tarn that die marriage was fixed far to-day P— be- 
eaiiiii you must have left London before my last 
IsMm, which was onlj written a few days ag^ 
eeuldpesribly have Naehed you.” 


" True, Zoe,” answered Octavian t " but it woe 
from another source that 1 accidentally heard of 
the bridal that was fixed for to-day. And now 
that I find you here, and recollect having seen the 
travelling-carriages in front of the hotel—” 

« Your oonjectures are right*” said Lady Octa- 
vian s " I am accompanying the bridal party. This 
morning my beloved friend Glaiine has become the 
bride of Yiscount Delorme.” 

" And who aceompanies the lappy pair in ad- 
ditbn to yourself P* asked Meredith. 

"The first carriage is occupied by that happy 
pair and myself,” responded Zoe. "The other 
carriage is for the accommodation of 'the notary 
who drew up the marriage-contracts according 
to the French form, and who with bis wife came 
all the way from Fontainebleau to be present at 
the ceremony; for they have known the Viscount 
Delorme for some years and are much attached to 
him. And in that same second carriage a friend 
of iJfred 'Delorme’s travels with the notary and 
his wife. He is the Baron de Margaux: he was 
invited to attend the bridal— and he came, though 
he arriv/ri late. The bridesmaids were the 
daughters of a gentleman dwelling in the neigh- 
bourhood of the old Chateau; and it was the 
worthy priest of the village who procured their 
assistance on the occasisn. They of course re- 
turned to their home afleu the ceremony. As for 
M. Yolney, the bride’s father,— he remains at the 
Chateau for the present— >But you seem to be 
musing, my dear husband P’ 

"I was thinking bow my presence might inter- 
fore with the arrangements you had previously 
made. From your letters I have been enabled to 
judge how great is the friendship which has sprung 
up between the Viscountess Delorme and youreelf i 
you havo doubtless promised to remain with her 
for the present— she will be disappointed if you be 
separate from her—” 

" And why should 1 be separated P’ askdd Zoe. 
" Oh, you* my dear Octavian, will be truly|Welcome 
amongst thii bVidal party ; and you know not haw 
rejoiced will thp amiable Olarine prove at our re- 
union. You will not be angry with me, Octavian, 
if I confess that 1 made her my confidante—” 

" I can be angry with you for nothing I Bus 

think you that 1 dare intrude myself 

"It will be no intrusion,” exclaimed Zoe; 
"and well convinced am 1 that the Viscount De- 
lorme will most cheerfully invite yon to be of the 
party and offer you a seat in one of the oairiages. 
Come at onoel— for our halt was not to belong 
here— -we were told that it might be half-an- 
hour, in consequence of some little delay with re- 

"Gne word more^ Zoe!” said Octavian. ”A 
terrible crime was perpetrated last night— a 
crime of which 1 was nearly being rendered the 
victim 

" Good heavni, is it possible P’— and Zoe clung • 
to her husband as if she foared that it was possible 
for him egen now to be snatobed from her. 

He related the particulars of the tragedy in all 
their details; and his wife listened with shuddering 
horror. For some minutes moM they remained 
akme together in that room, in deep and earnest 
eonveioaSon ; and then th^r^aiied tO the apart- 
aBonl where the bridal pair and their friends wort 
gathered. 
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Lord Oetonaa Meredith wm ootr preeented to 
ibe Viicount end TitoounteM Delorme ; end from 
both did he reeeiTe e eordiel welcome. The YU- 
count then proceeded to introduce him to the 
other perfonc preient; end CUrine availed hereelf 
of thif opportunity, to draw Foe acida and to offer 
' her felicitation! that her hucband was reatored to 
her. 

Meanwhile the other vitroductiona to whioh we 
have juit alluded Viok place. Firit of all Ootavian 
was presented to the notary and his wife« who 
were a middle-aged couple, of very excellent dis- 
positions and very pleasing manners. 

"And now, my lord,** aaid4he Viscount Delorme, 
thus addressing Octavian, ** permit me to present 
you to my friend the Baron De Margaux— a gen- 
tleman whom I have for some time known, and 
from whom I have on various occasions received 
great kindnesses." 

The introduction was effected ; and we may here 
observe that the Baron De Margauxwras about 
forty years of age>-of tall figure— and if not 
exactly handsome, at least, very prepossessing in 
his looks. He was elegantly dres^ : hi^had dark 
hair ; and a glossy moustache gave him a certain 
military appearance. He was considered to be ex- 
ceedingly fascinating in his manners, — one of those 
men who have the power of rendering themselves 
agreeable without any« visible effort, or without 
any study after effect. He immediately began 
conversing in an affable strain with Lord Ootavian 
Meredith, until the Viscount Delorme's valet en- 
tered to announce that the equipages were now in 
readiness. 

The Viscount at once gave Lord Ootavian a 
pressing invitation to accompany the party to 
Fontainebleau and make his mansion a home so 
long as he might find it agreeable. The offer was 
accompanied by the intimation that a seat in one 
of the carriages was also at Octavian’s service ; 
and the* young nobleman accepted all these pro- 
posals v^th grateful acknowledgments. 

" I must however observe," said Meredith, ** that 
I join your party under oiroumstqpces alike pecu- 
liar and painfuL I have neither valet in attend- 
ance upon me, nor a change of garments ; and the 
very money which I now have in my purse if a 
loan which 1 procured. Last night a horrible 
crime was perpetrated in a forest some thirty 
miles distant I murder’s dreadful work was done — 
my faithful domestic and the two postilions of the 
vehicle in which 1 journeyed, fell by the hands of 
brigands 1" « 

Ejaculations of horror burst from several lips as 
this intelligence was imparted by Lord Ootavian. 

"1 myself was strioken down senseless," eon- 
tinned the young nobleman; '* and I was indebted 
to a poor old peasant-woman living in the forest 
for an asylum for the night. At an early hour 
this morning I bent my way to the villa^ that 
was nearest to the scene of the tra^yi and on 
rtpresenting my position to a person in that plaesb 
I procured the money for a draft upon piy L^on 
banker." 

<* And is there no olue to the miscreimto who 
perpetrated this orime P" asked Alfred Delorme, 
his oountenaace expressing miogled horror and in- 
dignation.'* 

"Ton may eonjeoture^" responded Ootaviai^ 

** how little was the trace whioh the villains left 


behind them, when they assassinated my valet and 
the two postilioniv ^ IMt me for dead niNm the 
spot."* ^ 

*' And that is the v^ forest," observed the Vie* 
count Delorme, ^ which we shall have to traverse 
presently." 

"It will be in the broad daylight," observed 
Lord Octavian > "and ooneeq[ttently these la no- 
thing to fisar. Besidei^ <m party is too'tNUnerous 

and moreover the Tiflaui wonM searoely 

venture upon an attempt at nnothar crime so 
dose on the heels 6f the former. I did not men- 
tion those dreadful oireumstanoao with the idea 
of making you alter your previoody amnged 
plans—** 

" A portion of these plans," inteijsoted the Vis- 
count Delorme, " was to the effect that Wb should 
halt for the night at a town about tan miles 
beyond the forest." 

"And by all means keep to your arrangements,'* 
said Lord Ootavian. **-It were downright pus£U 
lanimity on my part to counsd you otherwise | 
bmd it were unneoessary for you to think of a 
change in your prefects." 

" Most unquestionably," said the Baton De 
Margaux; "for if I un^rstood you aright, my 
dear friend, the pepde'of the botd at the town 
where you have all sJong purposed to atop, have 
received their instructions to prepare for the re- 
eeption of this large party whioh we now form." 

Finally, after a little more disoussion, it was 
agreed that the journey should be continued, and 
the plan should r.»main preoisely the same as if 
Lord Octavian Meredith’s fearful intelligenoe had 
not been communicated at all. 


CHAFTEB CXXXI. 
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THX SABOW DM UAEMAUX. 

It was three o’clock when the equipagfo vtarted in 
oqptinuation of the journey. The first carriage 
contained the Viscount gnd Yisoountess Delorme, 
Lord and Lady Ootavian Meredith t the seeond 
contained the Baron De Margaux, the notary and 
his wife. The three mala domestios and three 
lady’s-maids (two belonging to Zoe, and one to the 
Yisoountess) were distributed on the dickies of the 
two vehiolM. We should observe, in order to 
avoid leavug anything unaooounted for, that im* 
mediately after the Yisoount Delorme bad received 
the assent of M. Yolney to his marriage with 
Clarine, be had seat for these equipages from 
Fontainebleau to that village which was in the 
neighbourhood of the old Chateau. 

It was about six o’clock when the earriagee 
halted at a village at the extremity of the fo^ 
in whioh the dreadful tragedy of the pvavioaa 
night bad been efiacted. On drivii^ up to the 
post-hoiisob the travellera were infonned that tbqy 
must wait about half-an-bour foe hoiaaib there 
having been an unusual number of equip^tas 
passing along that road for the last day or two| 
and as the whole posting 'arrangainsnU are a 
monopoly in the haoda of the Aeneh OovemoMB^ 
it is forbidden for a^y private enterprise to intsf* 
fore therewitht ao that it is by no means a rate 
oooufvenee for travellera to be thus temporarily In- 
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eonveuioQood, ai was tho case with those of whom 
W6 ate DOW wHting. 

The oonsoaaeDoe of tho delny was that the party 
had to to tho villu/'i* mu, which was totally 

distill^ Ippm the pi> 8 t*houN 0 . As a matioi ut 
coarse' liiDe refroshmouts were ordered : but tho 
V'isoount Belormo expressed bis annoyance at the 
delay, as he naturally wished to get to tho cud of 
the day's journey, for tho Sake of tho ladies, who 
he was afraid would bo frightened to pass through 
the forest as ovooing iipproached. after tho dread* 
ful tale told by Lord Oetariau Alerodith. 

'* I will go and see how long theso horsos are 
likely to be," aaid tho Baron De Margaux. 

And J also wdl endeavour to urge them on at 
I tbo post house," said Lord Octavian Meredith. 

I " I beg," observed tho Uurun, ** ( hat your lord- 
I ship will not give yourself the trouble : the remun- 
j strauce of ouo will be sulheient," 

I "On the contrary," exclaimed Meredith, " it 
I they see that we are inipaiient they may ‘j^ornaps 
I hasten their arrangements to serve us ; ler theso 
delays are truly scandalous, when we consider that' 
the laws do not admit the altcrnativo of ubtamitig 
relays elsewhere." 

" And yet mothfnks," urged tho Baron, " that 
if 1 were Co act alone in the wiattcr, I might with 
more elfect use that pcisuasivencss which is of a 
golden character and he smiled sigoitieamly as 
he tapped the pocket which might be supposed to 
contain the puree. 

" By all meana do as you think fit," aaid Octa- 
I Tian, with a courteous bow, which was os much us 
j to imply that be renounced bis intention of aCcum* 

I panying the Baron. 

" Yes— -I think," said the nutaiy, " that tho 
Baron can manage the matter very well by him- 
self— the morn especially aa you, my arc a 
foreigner, to whom tlio poslinustcr ini>;ht nut bo 
inclined to show any extnatrtlinary uttcnliun." 

"Best assured that 1 will do my best," said the 
Barou De,Margaux: and he issued Irom ttio 
I room. 

I Immediately after the door had closed bohifid 
him, Octatian said to Boe, in h hurried whisper, 

' " Bngage them in conversatiou for a few minutes^ 
so that they may not think my absence strange, 
nor immediately remark ii." « 

Lady Octavian did as she was defired ; and her 
husband stole forth from tho apartment. 

" Your friend tho Ii.iroii," said Z*)o |o the Vis- 
count llelorme, " appears to be even mure iu*pn- 
tii-iit of this delay than you yourselt iiim. He 
trusts to his powers of persuasion to ubridgo it as 
much as possible—" 

"Yes, he is a roan who is not to be imposed 
upmi by these publio functionaries," answeiod ibo 
Vihcoufit. 

"You have known tho Baron a long tiuiof" 
Mid 2ioe inquiringly. 

" 1 first met him in Madrid about three years 
Ho;: answered the Visccuut. " lie was then en- 
to be married lo^ a young lady ot great 
Wefilth And beauty, the daughter of hn old Jliuulgo. 
i knoiir ilbt how it happened— but the match wus 
Buddenlr broken oft* : a groat mystery pervaded tho 
cirbudinante— and the Baron himscu observed the 
Irictest silehce upon the point. It was however 
1ipp6sed by his tricmls that he bad discovered 
ometbing; prrjdliicial to tbo lady's character, and 


that be himself wbB the author of the rupture. 
While at Madrid, he rendered me an essential ser- 
vice: for one night; when returning late from A 
party at the residence of some French iTiends In 
that city, I was attacked by three or four rafiiAnA, 
who struck me down serisolcss. WhOn I returned 
to coDBoiousnoss, tho Bm on was bunding over me : 
lie had saved my life from those luisercants : but 
I unfortunately he had not ooine up in time to pre- 
vent them from making oil* with my pocket-book, 
which was full of bank-notes. It appears tliey 
wore about to despatch me at the instant tbo Baron 
so fortunately madG his al^pearance." 

" That is a Service,** said tho notary, " which 
you can never forget." | 

"Assuredly not," answered the Viscount Do- j 
lormc. "Wo afterwards met lu Barcelona: fiir I i 
havu travelled much in Spam, and have visited ail 
the principiil cities and towns, I resided for some 
laontiiM iu the Catalonian capital ; and the Baron 
wiiM there Muring tho whole time. We dwelt at 
the same hotel -and we wore both alike bufferors 
from a piccu of viilany that wat perpetrated in the 
establish ux-mt." 

" And what was that P" asked the notary. 

" There w ns some grand ecclesiastical procession ! 
one contiauod tbo Viscount, " which absorbed , 
ttiiiverb'd attention. Tho*hotel where we resided 
was deserted by its inmates, who wore anxious to 
behold the ceremony. When I returned, 1 found 
that my trunks had been rifted of all their valu- 
ables ; and a considerable number of hunk notes 
had boon taken from one of them. But my loss 
was com para tivtdy trivial when 1 came to learn 
that of tho liai ou De Margaux. His trunks had 
likewise been pillaged, and ho lost a sum throe or 
four times greater than that of whieli I was plun- 
dered. Two or three other guests in tho same esta- 
blisbiiumt were siinilariy served; and il was tliere- 
iure evident that the liiievus had tnado thq best of 
their lime (iuiiiig the procession." ' , 

**.\nd weie .they never detected P" asked tho 
iiutarv's wUe.' 

"Never," replied the Viscount. “On several 
subsequent occasions I have mot tho Baron De 
Margaux ; but there is one to which I must espo- 
ciaNy direct your attention, aa we aro conversing 
on tiie subject. I'uo scene was at Naples; and one 
day I was invited by a ibroigu friend whom 1 met 
in that city, to accompany him to tbo rehearsals 
at th>* grauil theatre La Scala. Thither we 
aceoidingl^ repaired; and there 1 again met my 
ii'ieud the Xlarou *Dt) Margaux. Ifaviug listened 
to tho singing, we romiuuod to witness the ballet; 

Olid as It was a ne\k utie, tbo director of the theatre 
bad neeording to custom ordered the dancers to 
appear iu precisely the same costume which they ' 
wore to wear iu the evening at tho public per- 
foriuanco. Amongst ifacso dancers was one of | 
great eminence: she Camo in her ekrnage— she j 
w as attended by a coupto of lady’s-maids ; and ’ i 
whether it were out of Vanity, or Arhether it were 
for the pm^poso of consulting the ballet-master ok ! 
to the effects which would be produced by bodixen- | 
ing herself with gems, I know not: all 1 can say 
is that tliili Celebrated danfeuM brought with her 
on the occasion a casket ot the most magnificent 
diamonds. iSuo did uni however put thelfl on for 
the teliAarbal ; and they were left in her dressing- 
ruoiA in ihh care of her priucipal lady's maid. 
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I riiia dan$eu8B and two cith<>r8 wero in tho niitltt of 
an clogaut pas ate iroitt, when all of a eiiddeti thero 
was a ory of * Fire !' from the back part of the 
Bfeige. Only imagine the oonfusion and tcrroir 
which immediately ensued amongst the whole 
company of singers and dancers assembled for the 
occasion, as well as amnugst the other theatrical 
otticials and the number of spectators whom the 
eouraesy of the ^irectos had admitted! It wae 
but too true that through the negligence of a 
carpenter or a scene-sbiltcr the place wae on fire. 
1 remember that some of the young females were 
BO paralysed by consternation as to be utterly 
unable to help themselves jo-thoir brains appealed 
to bo turned ! All the gentlemen present rcu- 
derod their services with proriptitude and presence 
of mind : but it was to the daring oonduct of the 
Baron Do JMargaux that the flames wore oxtin 
giiiiiiied and the whole theatre was saved from 
cutillngralion. The event had however an unfor* 
tunato sequence; for the dintuunds of the cele- 
brated daneeuss to whom I have been alluding, 
were nowhere to bo found when order was again^ 
restored. The danseuMS was a prey tp the most 
distracting grief ; and she lovolled the bitterest 
reproaches against her tire- women. Tbeiu was 
however much excuse for those poor creatures; for 
it was in the immediate vicinage of the dressing- 
rooms that the fire liad caught; and thereb»re 
the instant the alarm was given, they had rushed 
forth in wildest terror, thinking only of saving 
their lives and utterly regardless of the casket of 
jewels.” 

“ And were they never disoorerod P” asked tho 
notary^ wife. 

L am convinced they were not !” murmured 
ZuL\ thus iuvoluoturily giving an audib!.* expiev^ion 
to liie idea which whs passing in her .mud. 

The words wore not Imwtver pre.-.t-eU caught by 
any one preKcut ; and the Yl^e>)unle^s JDclorino 
inquired, “What wen* you SHiiiig, my dear 
friend 

“ Nothing,” responded Lidy Octii^iari Meredith. 
‘*1 mount nothing paiticular I’V-but she liad an 
abstracted air as she thus spoke. 

“ L cannot precisely say,” continued tlio Viscount 
Delorme, “ that the real author of the robbery 
was not discovered ; though 1 may positively affirm 
that tho jewels themselves were nut. Ooo of the 
'scene sbitters was proved to have rushed out of 
the theatre in a very suspicious manner the mo 
ment tho cry of fire was raised : he was arrested — 
and tbougii I have forgotten *tbo particulars, yet 
I know that the oircumstantinl evidence was 
deemed suflicieutly strong against him to induce 
the criminal tribunal to declare him guilty; and 
ho' was sentenced to somo very severe punish- 
ment.” 

“And the poor damemo lost her diamonds F* 
said ihe notary, in a tone of sympathy. 

“ Yes : and they were of exceeding value,” re- 
joined the Viieou^ Delorme. “ But, apeaking of 
the Baron Do Ma^aux, it ia my du^ as well as 
my pleasure to observe that wheneTcr wc have 
met he has invariably demonstrated the utmost 
friendship towards me. A few days ago I aeoi- 
dentally encountered him in the neighb mrhood oi 
tho old CjTiateau : he was passing through the vil- 
lage at the time— and he halted there fiir refresh- 
ments while the two horses were being obanged. 


01ad to meet so cxeellont a friend, who had safed 
my life at Hadrid, X asked him to be pressnt at 
that happy ceremony of this morning whioh gave 
me the hand of my beloved Olarine.” 

” And oTcry friend of your's, dearest Alfredi” 
whispered tho young lady, ” shall aver be esteemed 
as a friend by me. The moment you first informed 
mo how deeply you were indebted to the Bhron De 
Margaux, 1 was r^oiced to learn that be was to be 
present at the ceremony of thisUay**' 

Leaving the conversation to prograu iu (his 
manner at the hdiel, we must follow Lord Oota* 
vian Meredith, who had iseusd from thfi room 
almost immediately after the Baron Da liarganx 
quitted it. Tfastily deaceoding the stairs, the 
young noblcisau found one of tbsw Viseouot De- 
lorme’s footmen lounging at the front dour ; and hO 
inquired which dirootion the Baron had talpen. 
The footman replied that the Barbn had fpod 
through the village in the direction of the post- 
house. Thither Oetavian therefore proceeded ; 
and ou coming within sight of the poBt*hou9e» he 
obser rod tho Baron talking to the puatmaaCer him- 
self Standing aside in the shade of some (reei^ no 
as t>) avoid being seen, Oetavian kept bis eyff 
upon the Baron, and presently observed him 
saunter away from ^he spot where he bad Just 
boon standing. Instead of returning into the vil- 
lage, ho passed out of it ; and when at a distanoe 
of about two hundred yartla from the posting- 
house, he stopped and looked around. 

Meredith still managed to keep out of aigbti 
though rclaiuing the Buron oonatantly in view. 
Too Baron went on a little farther -probably to 
the distance of about another hundred yfirds; and 
then he whistled. The road on both sides was 
boniored by trv*es ; for the village was on the out- 
ekirt of tlio forest. Meredith concealed himself 
aino’ight the trees on one side of th>* road ; and in 
a few leinutoa lie behgld an individual issue from 
auiongbt the trees on tho other side and join the 
Barnu. Peeping cautiously along, Octnvian got 
D(*ai* enough to listen to their cudversution — a 
proc.'i'ding which the thick fringe o* hedge border- 
ing tlij load inithat particular spot, allowed him 
thus tvk accornphsli. It is not now nooessary to 
explain why he thus listened, or what be over- 
heard, asjthese details will presently transpire in 
their pro[i(*r ^lacu. Sulfioo it for the present to 
say that Uie conversation was not very long, and 
that so s^on us it was over the Baron speeding 
away, re-entored the village. 

The man with whom ho had been discoursing, 
walked fin a little di'^^ance in a contrary direction, 
and therefore away troin the village; but all of a 
sudden, at the point where the hedge ceased, he 
plunged in umougst the trees on tho same side ns 
that where Meredith had remained concealed. Of 
all tbeao movemools Oetavian was aivaro ; and 
gliding amongst the troos, ho in a few minutcf 
eonfrouted the intfividujji to whom we ara alluding. 
Ho was a short, niout man, attired in a peasant 
garb 1 there was nothing sinister in his appear- 
ance:— on the oontrary; be might be taken for a 
quiet and iuofiTensiva rustic. Ho started on thoe 
euddenly meeting with fume one in that mase of 
shade : but aluiust at the same instant Oetavian 
sprang at him and burled him (o the ground. The 
fellow struggled desperately, and even succseded 
in getting a clasp-knife fimm bis ppeket. Bat 
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beibn ht hid tioid to open it, Meredith hid 
wreeted it tnm hie dnteb, and had hurled it to n 
diatanoe. Almoit imm^iatelj afterward! the 
nmnda of fooUtepa were beard approaching: the 
mfian made one laat and desperate effort to free 
himself { and he would pussiblj have succeeded 
were it not that two of the forest police rushed op 
to the spot. 

The fellow was^ taken prisoner; and Meredith 
hastil/ made cerCsin communications to the police- 
officers. He then left them to bear awaj their 
captiTe, while he retraced bis steps ^ the inn. 
While proceeding thither he adjust^ his garments 
which had been disordered bj the struggle ; and 
with bis kerchief he wiped off, as well as he was 
able, the dirt-stains which his clothes had caught 
during the conflict. 

On reaching the inn, the young nobleman as- 
cended to the apartment where be had left the 
bndal pair, Zoe^ the notary and his wife^and 
where be now likewise found the Baron. This 


individual immediately accosted him, and said, 

^ ** So your lordship thought it worth while, after* 
all, to go and use your influence with the: post- 
nmster-*— At least I presume that this has bden 
the okject for which you have issued forth P" 

" I have not spoken to tha postmaster,'* replied 
Lord Octavian. ** But may 1 ask you what satis- 
flmtion you have obtained from him P" 

"The horses will be in readiness almost 
directly," answered the Baron, for a moment eye- 1 
Sng Meredith in a peculiar manner— and then im- 
m^iately caressing his moustache with a sort of 
careless indifference. 

" What is the matter with you, my dear ZoeP" 
asked Olarine, now advancing towards her friend, 
drawing her aside, and thus speaking to her in a 
whisper. ** You look pale, troubled, and excited. 
You appear as if you were endeavouring to coo - 1 
eeal something that is vn^g you P 1 Imd hoped 
that with your husband restored to you— and 
after the assurances which you have found an op- 
I portunity'ol giving me, to the effect that you are 
BOW completely happy—" « 

"Deamt Glarine," interrupted Zoe, also speak- 
ing in a whisper, " It is not for this that I am 
troubled. On the contrary, I have every reason 
to be happy I But I see that the moment is 
come when, according to a hint wUch I have re- 
oeived from Lord Octavian, I am to prepare you 
for something. Start not, my dear Olapne— " 
"Gkwd hMvcns, what mean you P " ejaculated 
the Yisoonntess; and as she was thrown off her 
guard, or rather, we should say, alarmed by Lady 
Octavian*! words^ she spoke more loudly t^n she 
had intended. 

The 'Visoount Delorme immediately turned 
towards her ; and be at once perceived that terror 
was depicted on his bride's oountenanoe, as well as 
a painful anxiety on tho features of Zoe. 

"Has any thing oocur^ P" baked the Viscount, 
with a tone and look that were full of a tender con- 


eem. "Aht I eomprehend it I You both tremble 
at tbs Idea of passing through that forest—" 
natural enough," interrupted Lord Octa- 
slim ‘ you not think, Baron, it is natural 
.yjmet? that these ladies should be affirighted at 
tie' fisa of TeBturing amidat the maees of that 
fbtest which is now rendered so hideously memofa- 
Mi by the tcaged|y of laat night." 


"Indeed, my lord," answered the Baron, dart- 
ing a quick but scarcely perceptible glance at On* 
tavian's countenance, " I do not see any reason {<a 
this alarm i and methought that you yourself Just 
now, when you first join^ our party——** 

" All things consider^," chimed in the notary, 
"it would be advisable to procure an escort. We 
all know— and therefore it is no secret, unless 
indeed; Lord Octavian Meredith^ be the only one 
ignorant of the fact— that M. Volney insisted upon 
giving his beloved daughter a munificent dower, all 
of which is in bank-notes and specie—** 

"You speak as if every one knew it," inter- 
rupted the notary's wife. "Why, my dear, here 
is the Baron de Margaux who may perhaps be 
ignorant of the fact, inasmuch as be only reached 
the Chateau at an early hour this morning, and 
the marriage settlements were signed last evening.** 
"Mj friend the Baron is not ignorant upon 
the point,** said the Viscount Delorme; "for 
having no secrets from one with whom I have been 
so intimate, and to whom 1 am indebted for my 
very life, 1 failed not po mention M. Volney*8 in- 
tended mqnifloence when 1 met the Baron some 
few days back in the village, and when 1 pressed 
him to be of the bridal party to-day.** 

*'Well, really,** said the notary, with impa- 
tience, " it matters not amongst us all here who 
knows or who does not knQW the fact to which I 
refer. It is sufficient that there is this large sum 
in the first carriage to render it expedient that we 
should have an escort. The half-hour that we wore 
to tarry here, has already grown into an hour— 
the shades of evening are coming on—** 

The notary's speech was suddenly interhipted 
by an incident which produced a startling effect. 
The Baron de Margaux was about to issue from 
the room,— when Lord Octavian Meredith bounded 
towards him ; and clutching him forcibly by the 
arm, exclaimed, "Ho!— you cannot be pmmitted 
to depart hence 1" 

For an instant the oountenanoe of thg Baron 
displayed a ghastly expression ; and he staggered 
as if smitten a violent blow with an invisible handi 
but the next instant the blood rushed to his face; 
and assuming the haughtiest demeanour, he said, 
" My lord, this conduct so unwarrantable— so out- 
rageous ** 

" We shall see whether I am not justified in what 
I am doing 1" said Octavian, in whom a remark- 
able change had taken plaM : for while he re- 
tained his hold upon the Baron, his looks expressed 
loathing and horrbr, mingled with the sternest re- 
solve. 

"My lord, what means thisP" asked the Vis- 
count Delorme, stepping forward. 

" Glarine, my dearest friend," Zoe hastily whis- 
pered to the Viscountess, " prepare yourself for e 
horrible revelation—" 

" Unhand me, my lord 1" thundered forth the 
Baron De Margaux, with a perfect ferocity in his 
look, as he thus addressed himself to Lord Octavian. 

But scafcely were the words spoken, when haety 
wild heavy footsteps were heard rushing up the 
staircase— the door was flung open— three or four 
polioe-oflioers burst into the room— and the Baroa 
De Margaux was seised upon as their prisoner. 

" Away with him from our sight !*" exclaimed 
Lord Oetavian Meredithi "away with that foul 
murdiferl" 








THB immim of thb ooubt. 


''Muftoarf* fehoed he Vifoount Pelorae. not ctteh whet be Midt but preaeatl/, to my MBw | 
'* Inponlble ! Whet madiiMi ii tbii P— whet priae end oonaternetion, I heerd him mention tbe 
terrible miateke has been committed P Stop !’*— nemea of M. Telney and his daughter. Ah ! you | 
and the young nobleman, Tioleatlj excited, rushed maj suppose that I was indeed startled on hesrinj* • 
forward to detain tbe ^MuKamaa as they were those names: for I knew them to be those of the 
moring away with their priaefidti kited friends beneath whose roof my own wile 

**Tiseountl'* exclaimed MiPHiHi ^ydur gene- waa aijouming.'* 
fous oonfldenoe has been- Yilianonaly betrayed. * The miscreant 1** ezdaimed the Viscount Do- 

7ou know not tbe plot from whidl you hare lorme. And to think that I shpuld hare for some 
jaoaped. Look dt that Ittliareaoll— his whole de- years considered that man to be emcngst my best 
meanour bears erideteia kt kil fhiit 1 AWdf with fHendsl But proceed, my lord we are impatient 
him !" isr yolir explanations.’* 

The poUee-oUcen kurried ike false Baron^hoV ^ After that low whispering/* continued Octa- 
tttterly diieofnflte^ and quifCHng trith terror-^ Yiau, '* the leader of the murderous gang went on 
from the apartment: but the ‘Utmost excilemehl speaking to Dame Roquette in a somewhat more 
prevailed amongst thOCS Who WSre left behind in audible tone; and then your name. Viscount, 
that room. was mentioned. I gathered that you were the 

Clsrine hid Sttuk ddWn with a subdued ehriek of acoepted Suitor of M. Volney's daughter--that the 
horror upon the sod^ When the lips of Ootafiatt bridal was to take place to-day— that after tbe 
proclaimed Bs Margaux to be a mufdersr : but ceremony you were to set out on your way towards 
Zoe was at Imhd to sustain ‘ and liinlltsr to her VouMinsbliaa'^atid that you would pass through 
friend. Tbe notary's Wife# with a grSan StpressiT# this fbrssl. 1 likawiso learnt that by some means 
of the fearful sensation produood upon hiflidlf or another the misereaiit shitf had ascertained that 
clung to her husband | and he stared in hOrrilsd you Would Most probahlr hare a very large sum of 
consternatbm Upnn the iklss Boron as he was hefbg money in yoUr posssMlon, and that the wedding, 
hurried oat of the apartment. Octarian oaughi UPiienM of the biids were to be of a most cosily 
the Visoount Delorme by t^e arm, and hurries dlloripHon. Then tbe leader's voice again grow 
gave him a feW WefdS of explanation, to witiA Indistinct ; and ill t oouUt succeed in ascertaining 
that young nobleman Ultened with feelinge tbit of tbla portion of his disc(»t|«*se, was that he himself 
can be better imagined thin described. ImmiUss Would be upon the road— but whether in your rom- 
wae the sensation which preriUsd throughout the MUy or not, I could not rightly understand. He 
tnL, and which ipfsdlly epread through the ril- bewerer gate Dims Boquetle instructions relatire 
lage, when it wai known ibat tbe leader of the b the put which she would hare to perform. One 
gang whioh had perpetrated thi diabolio crime of of his gang— a man bearing the name of Moulin— 
tbe preceding evening had been dlssovered ind was to be likewise upon thO road, and oven I 
taken into custody. lieHere to penetrate into the neighbourhood of tbe 

When some degree uf aallUilSIi WSS ISltsfsd in dhelSau itself— at all events to find an npporC'inify 
the room where tbe Uriiit WiS iSSomplIlbad, Lord to hold Sommunioation with his oliicf and r('ceiT(3 
Octavian MeiO'iith pTooetded io give osrtaiu ex- IhS orders which circumstances might render no- 
planations. He stated hla suspicions bad fisfeiarr. It is evident thnt tbe villanous leader 
been excited at Dame BoUUSki^i bUt| and bow Wat it that time only partiidly acquamled with 
be was on the point of tuulug UU endeavour to your plans; and be knew not precisely when you 
eteal forth ibence when his purpose was frustrated would pass ihiougb the forest. For precautiun'H 
by the arrival of the bond in the vicinage of Ibfi Sake he did not (lesire his geog to muster too soon ; 
little dwelling. He then Wefift pu to explain faUW Uud therefore the object of this Muuhn’e meeting 
tbe chief of tbe gate, having uiimiBced the fait« bim along tbe line of rout^ was to ruceivo the 
entered the hut, iUd piming the light before bIs instruetions as to the hour of assemblage, it was 
eyes, had beeu beguM into the belief he Wifi then to be Dams Boqoette's duty to carry round 
asleep. » the dual order to the separata abodes of the jndi- 

" But instead of sleeplugi" SOutiuUsd Letd Bs« Viduals of tbs band ; and thus, you perceive, no 
tavian, liatsasd to ibs disScittNO Which SUIUSd {BSsaUtiOn waa omitted by IhS fieodlikw author of 
between the ohief of tbs gang aud thmi BoqU|tti< {hs plol Itt order to ensure its fullest success. But 
1 could not s u ssis d lu orarbsarltig all that waa i mail ahssrrs Hbat throughout this discourse 
said : but in the diit instance I wOe iutprllid io which leoif jllace between himself and Dsme Ko- 
find that the lealite of that gUag of mlasrshiits waa qUetle^ 1 did not once beer her eddress him by noy 
spcikiog ha UngUiga lb# Wmsl grammatically asaU« uamai nor waa thsM a eranny in the door through 
rate, and In a ton# wMsn appfirsd to dsuele the Which,! ndghi JM to tebtain a glimpse of u:a 
polished gentlemaw* iuSiHd bf ika low brutal ruf<< # 0 utttiliilSWSi» TwM# did ha noma into tbe little 
flan. Having mud# aotil lommiWN upon Ihi tdbm Whi^ had km aUottSd to Umt twice did he 
awful work which hid Jpet hasu aodoaiptlshed, iho pass tha lantsii bsibra igy syaa to assure Uiruseif 
leader went on to eapliitt tO fitSO B^uette the that 1 slapti blit ofl asithcf dsSSlwtt dared 1 raise . 
hnsinesB which he had ifl baud Ihr the marrow-*- l#f SWoUm drWi lo much as a hair'a breadth, fur 
nemely, for this d#!* There wiS talk Ht 4U m* fral tba tdlssmant Should perceive that 1 reaUy 
bush to be laid and tbudBliStSllfig of the gang slept potj and es 1 knew that he was armed to tbe 
at some given point in the forest, in order that a teeth, while 1 was altogether weaponless, 1 waa 
grand Maw might be struck boldly and suceess-' completely at his mercy. Tbue you will under 
fuhy j^^frr the ohief expressed his conviction that atand that the chief went frrth from the eoUey< 
there tWoM he more than one equipage, and there- without my having aucoeeded in obtliniBg £1*5 
foffwlofany people to deal with. Then for aome slightest idea of his persouel ap jeannee.*' 
mlasiWi he epokq in a lower tone so that I oould ** It waa a night of horror whioh you passed ^ 




«Bi unmxm in scur abvM 


wlalmaitlM Vlaoaaiil 1>fllofiMi uid th« arnttfad bjF tU poliM^ UqI btiiif gim to thftt 

wara aohoad by thf olhat UHaaara^wbila floa aiboft to tba paibnaitar, to Ibal iba irbola ra^« 
•buddetad ▼Uiblj at tba ba*a thought of tha tar* aatioaa of iha ylan might fhllj work thammlraa 
Eilla diBgara vhiah hat balavad boihaBd hadgoBo out* Ton aav that tha falaa Bam did not vUh 
through. ma to aaaomiMHij him | and Ibavful of aaaitiug hi# 

** In the maruing/* oontinaad Oetofiaa. taab tuipiaiena pMotatuvalyf Z allowed himto go forth 
leave of Cba old arhnan without auffariug hat to atoaa. But Z itola altov bimi Z dagged him to a 
auepeat that I had aveehaaid u aiagla aiUahlt of abart diatanaa ktm tha villaga f and X euapeeded in 
ihi|^ pNvioua night'a diaoouraa batwaeu haraall and ovar^haaring aoBM little oouvarvaUott batvaaa him- 
the cbiar of tha gang. Od gaining tha road fading ealf and hia igan Itoulin* Ibftiyiato waa it that 
through tha foiaat, I ancountared a body of tha atvouBMtaaaaa dawad ib thUahannali fin iha falaa 
polioa I I oommunioatad to them all that had tidma Baton oidmad Uqm to agaad gh anoa into tba 


polioa I I oommunioatad to them all that had tidma Baton oidmad IBpuiit to apaad gh anoa into tba 
plaoai andtbay woraatonoaatriiik wllbthaanpa^ toiaat and laiaa diiaattona to the aiaemblad gang 
diency of eating with tba utmoat aandog in ardor that they warn to maba loma gltoiglbto aa to the 
to effeet the oapture of tha and of hia whda aaana of tha aonlamplatad al)laab» 'ljMr'’tt vaa now 
gang. But inaemuah aa I waa uttaHy unable to' paapoaad to be allbofiad at a ipOt fiitobar on than 
name a eingla mambar of that gang, and the auapi- that originally intandad. no donbi far tbo purpaia 
oioBt of the polioa were totally at toult an tha aub- of allowing tha ahadaa of evening to daapan ae miioii 
jeot, it wai neoeamry to adopt a eouvae which ae poseible. The falee Baron and hie man aepa- 
eboulH lead to the aocompHebment of a twofold rat^: X interoopted the latter—X aeiaed upon him 
aim : namely, that of dieoovering and identifying and made him my prisoner. His errand to the 
the ehief himself, and that of suffering fbe gang to forest was thua out short. ▲ couple of police- 
assemble at the point already known, but the Imur ^officiale came up at the timei and I told them all 
of whioh acsembling had yet to he aieertained. 1 that had occurred. One of them set off with all 
accompanied the polipe'officiale to the Mayor of the poieible speed to aoqiiaint the main body of the 
nearest village ; and after a coneultatioo, it waa yendamefto that the gang was aiiembled in the 
decided upon following the policy euggected by sir- forest, and that tbe oapture might now be dfeotodi 
oumstaneea.*' ^ the other offieial, buwng disposed of Ua prisoner, 

Oetavian paused fer a few moments, and then fetebed some of toe oomradee to effeet tha grreet of 
continued in the eo8ui(% manner the ihlse Baron himself. I should obserra thatfroin 
** I set out in pursuance of my journey } and 1 the oonveragtion which took place between tba 
ezpeoted to reaoU the Chateau before your party ehief and hlr plan Moulin, I learnt that the lattor 
had loft it. It howerer happened otherwise. On had been gU the way to tbe neighbourhood of the 
meeting my wife, I questioned her relative to tbe Chateau -^that there ha bad reeeivad hia chiafa 
friends who belonged to the party. My auspieiona instruetiona-*-— 

could cattle only upon onet---tbii was the Baron h Yea-^ whan tha perfidious wvetah,*' aztlainiod 
l)e Margaux ; and ya t X dared not rush prceipitataly tha Viaaount Balorqie, ** had initdioualjr asocrtaioed 
to the oonoluaion that be wai the criminal. I from my lips tha aaltled plan of tha day's pro* 
explained everything to my wifqt but 1 enjoined her atedinf^." 


to aay nothing of all thuie mattera until ahe-ahould 
pereewe that the dsuewsaMfit was approaching. 


Ho douht^** abiarred Lord Oetavian. f'Then 
the fellow Mouliu muib have ridden back with all 


I waa afraid that if premature revclationo were pouible despatch to the forest to give Dame Eo* 
made, ^ou would not be enabled to control your quettc tbe final instructionr ) and this second 
feelings; and that these ft oliugs being reflected in interview between him and tbe chie^ fias fur tbe 
your looks, would show the Baton that he was pifirpose of rnghing auiiranoe doubly sure and 
suspected and would cause him to decamp— thereby ascertaining satltfaetorily that no part of the plan 
frustrating tha ends of justice. You may conceive had been altered by oiroumitancea, and that there 
how difficult it woe for me to command my own was a ooreplste understanding on either side as to 
feelings and ezeroiso a perfect control over the all tbe details. 1 think that 1 have now eaplaioed 
expreshion of my own counteoanoe, when I found everything to^ou, my feiepde ; and if X suffered su 
myself in ^be presence of she Baron. X iramodU many lioure to elapse ere tba villain was completely 
ately saw that he was galvaniaed with terror on anmasked^ it wtl for the best possible motives." 
beholding mo | and yet ilio miscreant woe so touch ** Ob I under all oirsumstanees you ectixl rightly,** 

the master, of his own feelings that even to me bis egolairosd tha Viseount Belorioe. But au idua 
startled emotion was basely pereeptible— wjiila to haa ftruek ma I TUia villain whom X had deemed 
ether lookers-on, unoonseiotts of all that was ba- an bonourabla man and my friend, waa doubtless tbe 
nsath tbe aurfaoa, it would not have been per^ author of crimes wfaioh I bad all along attributed 
ceptible at all. That he himeelf woe iostdntano* to others. May he not have been aonneeted with 
ously lulled into the belief that 1 euspeoted him the geng at Madrid who robbed me on tbe occasion 
not, is evident from the feet that ho remauied when he pretended to be the savione of my life 9 
with ua to pipaeento hisdiabolis plans. The sound wmay it not haw been'be who plundered myself 
of hia voles oonifemod my suapieioa that ha scat the and others at the ^tel at Baroe]oiiaF.**mny it not 
leader of the gang-^the wseteli whom Z bad beard Itkawiae have been bo who robbed tha dgnaeiMa^Qf 
Inst night axplgining hia iniquitaua sprqieata to her jewels at Haplai F— land instead of hia conteito 
Bamo Boquatte. Idatermiaed to watak tomnaa* i^ted gurriage with the danghtor of the Spaniak 
rowly ; and yon aaw that whan be proposad to Hidolfftt baiog broken off ip apnaaquenao of aomo 
isBua festh from this tovopn ondar tha pratnl pf flaw in tbe lady's aharaater, may it not hava bam \ 
ramoBatrating with tha paalm«ator, I oflhrad to that har fathar raealvad iomt whispered warnipg 
•iiompany Mm. And hem 1 should obsaeve that rslatiew to tbe wffl veputo of the lain Bam him* 
ine daligr in ubtalniDg tba hMaaa waa purpiiaaly aalff^ 
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TKM m m a xu ov vn oomt» 


** All tbeie fteU now ipeak for themialTet," wid ramaiJidor of their daji. It would eieoi that the 
Lord OetaTiei^ the knowledge we hare pro- attaek upon the bridal party waa intended to be 

eared of the mieoreant'e true eharaoter. But let the laat exploit of the kind t it waa expeeted to 
na poraiie the Joamej; the town where you ori- reap a eoneidelrable harreat thereby | and aereral 
ginally prapoaed to halt ia but a few nilea beyond of the hand had arranged for a pneipitate do- 
the village where 1 firat gave information to the partnre from the threat on the following day. 
nuaftipai anthority. It ia no doubt at the town Their hopea were however fhiatrated and their 
itaelf that the examination of the priaonera 'will iniquitooa eareer waa eat ahorl^ through the 
plane.'* wiadom and preaenoe of mind of Lord O^vian 

ibe journey wpareanmed aeoordingty I the foreat Meredith. * • 

waa traveraed without interruption! and while the The bridal party reached in aafhty the town 
eavaloade waa paaaing through, it, the Intelligence where preparationa were made for ita reoeptUm at 
waa oommunieated to the travellen that the whole the prinei|^ hotel; and on the following dayliord 
of the band had been aneated by the pcaddrmerie Ootovian, Tiaooimt ^elorma^ and the notary at- 
and that Dame Boquette heraelf had been taken tended More the authoritiea to make their re- 
into ouatody t ao that all Lord Oetavian'a mouurea apeotlve depoaitiona in the oriminal eaaea then 
were thua abonrn to have been well "taken and hia pending. The falae Baron De Margaux had re- 
policy waa oarried out with effect. covered all hia wonted hardihood when brought up 

into the preaenoe of the examining magiatrate,— 
— . though he atudioualy kept hia eyea averted from 

that part of the crowded potice-ofRce which waa 
0 B[ APTS B C X Z X 1 1. allotted to* the witneaaea. There were two diatinot 

^ caaea to be entered into. One waa the murder of 
vimTB. the two poatiliona and Oetavian’a valet t the other 

waa the wieditated attack upon the bridal party. 
MsBiDiTsr'i idea waa correct in reapeot to the In reapeot to the former crime, Meredith waa the 
place where the examination of the priaonera waa only witneaa; and hia evidence tended merely to 
to be conducted. The band conaiated of about a criminate the falae Baron and Dame Boquette, in- 
doaen peraona, moat of whom were woodmen in- aamuch aa he could not poaaibly aignaliae amongit 
habiting the foreat, and who daring the daytime the band tboae individuafk who had auiated in 
appeared to be engaged in the moat peaceful pur- that atupendoua enormity. The falae Baron and 
auita. They had brnn organiaed by Dc Margaux the infamoua old woman were accordingly ordered 
himaelft and under hia leaderahip they had con- to be committed for trial on that capital charge, 
ducted all their proceedinga with ao much caution In reapect to the other offence, the fact of the aa- 
and prudence that the eye of auapicion had never aemblage of the entire gang waa auffleient to in- 
once aettled on any of theae individuala. Often- oulpate them all ; while Meredith, Delorme, and 
timea had they oarried their depredationa to a con- the notary were enabled to give their eeveral teati- 
•iderable diatanoe,— their abcence from their homea moniea. It waa Lord Ootavian, however, whoae 
even for aeveral daya being unnoticed in a vaat evidence waa moat, important, — that of Delorme 
IbreaMiatrict where every hut waa laolated, and and the notary merely tending to abow under what 
where the rural police aeldem paaaed through the oiroumatanoea the falae Baron had joined* their 
aame quarter of the ahady wilderneaa more than party at the old Chateau and aubaequently ti^ • 
once or twiqe in theoourae of a week. vel!^ with it.- The reault waa that th4 entire 

Itmaybeaaked by the reader what advantage gang were committed for trial on the aecond 
the woodmen reaped by performing the parte vf charge; and thaPthe whole poaae of priaonera were 
banditti when the neoeaaitiea of their portion com- aent off under a atrong eaoort of peadarmerfe to 
polled aa outward ahow of poverty and forced them the priaon of the principal aaaiae town in the dia- 
to a continual exiatenoe in thoae wretched hovelaf trict. 

And again it may be inquired what g3od Dame It ia our purpoae to follow the falae Baron De 
Boquette did heraelf by her conneSUon with the Margaux for the preaent. Arrived at the priaon, 
hand P We may commence our explanationa by he waa aeparated from hia oompaaiona; /md being 
Btating that at the cottage of every criminal heavily ironed, waa lodged in a cell by himaelf. 
arreoM on thia oocaaion, conaiderable auma <ff The priaon waa ^tuated on the outakik of the 
money were found hidden in varioua plaeea: anp- towni a portion of it waa the remnant of im old 
plica of ijrinea and apirituoua liquora were alao caatle; and there waa a deep moat on that aide of 
dragged hhk to light; and on the ahelvea of cup- the building. De Margaux*a dungeon waa in a 
boarda^ luxuriea appeared where only the moat round tower overlooking the moat, the atagnant 
frugal fare might have been expected to meet the water *of which waahed ita foundationa. A aingle 
eye^ Thua the membera of the banditti had an window, with maaaiva iron bara^ afforded air and 
interior luxury of their own, veiled by the dtla- light ; and the priaoner through hia window could . 
pidated walla and wretched thatched roofa of their behold the open country atretching for away. 
dwclUnga t they had the meana of rioting in aen- There wu a court-yard bdonging to that portion 
auoua enjoyaMOt-*- while the iaolated poaition of of the priaon to which the tower itaelf pertained! . 
eaoh amidat the auaea of that foreat^ with no and thera^ it atated houra, the eapUvea were per- 
Jealoua ncighbour'a ourioua regarda ever upon foe mitted to take excreiae. Two aantinda were fur* 
waiehf afortad all auapicion. Then again, they niahed by foe garriaon of the town to keep watch 
aaeomaflfod trcaaorc! and their wily chief had upon the gaol day and night. One aentinel paced in 
Mpreapilefr to them that when they had aU an- front of the principal entrance $ the other area afo- 
iieh4jbltaHalvea they aould one by one depart to tfoned on the oppoaite aide ed foe moel to wbWi 
efoek'dHiiea ie e^joy their ill-gotten wealth for foe we have already alluded* 


I 



Ii wM aooi4 <m Hm MMBd daj afttrtlM aom- 
mitul of tho priioiMio; and Da Ifttgaax 
walking alona in tha court* javd i Ibr it had baca 
qrdarad that ha ahoold bo iprarantad from boldutf 
aaj communication with the mombcMof bla ban^ 
and thcfofofo at lha time that bo took aicroiia In 
tha yard hia rabofdinata aaoomplioaa won aaonrad 
in thair own aaUa. Tha anthoritioa natarall/ is- 
fArred that tha^ohiaf whom dMparata character 
and inteilifonca had aocoaodad in org aniaing anah 
a band, and ao bng alading not ma^j tha graap 
bat OTcn tha anapicioa of Jnatica^ mnatba a paiaon 
of no ordinary raaonroN) and thaiafbM that if ha 
WON allowed opportunitiag to commaniaata with 
hia foUowoN, ha would moat pNbably dafim tiba 
means of escape. 

Da Morgans was tharefoN walking alona in tha 
coart*yard and at the time wa hare spaoillad. A 
chain anaiNlad his waist; and thereto won at* 
taohad irona» which descending as br as hia andas, 
WON there fattarad by rings. His lianda won 
free ; and it will be undent^ that tha natuN of 
tha fettarn howarar inconraniant to wear, did not^ 
pNrent locomotion. The criminal had alr^y well 
studied arary detail of that portion of tha prison in 
which ha was confined; and while pacing to and 
fro in tha court-yard, ha was rarolring in hia 
thoughts Tariotts pr(jedta of ascapa. Tha windows 
of seraral other compactmenta of tha prison looked 
upon two adjacent court-yards; and amongst those 
windows were the casements belonging to the apart- 
ments of one of tha turnkeys. As Be Margaus , 
happened to be looking in that direction, ha was 
struck by the appearance of a young woman, who 
from a jug was pouring water upon soma flowan 
placed upon the sill. She was not aboTC two-and* 
twenty— and if not actually handsome nor aren 
pretty, was at least possessed of an interesting 
countenance. She h^ a fine pair of dark eyas ; 
and M.she smilingly nodded at her father who 
was engaged in the court-yard below— the one 
next tn that where De Margau^ was walking— 
her cherry lips rerealed a TCiy brilliant Mt of 
teeth. She was dressed with m certain coquet- 
tishness,— the invariable taste of a Frenchwoman 
having done its best to give effect to even tha 
plainest apparaL Be Margaux— whose keen in- 
tellect was aver ready to seise upon tha slightest 
ciroumstanca which by any possibility could be 
turned to his own advantage— raised his hat and 
made tha*most courteous bow to tha turnkey’s 
daughter. 

Finette— for such was tha dkmsal’s name— had 
not bafoN noticed tha tall handsome gantlemanly 
aaptava; nor did she know fbr what crime he 
was imprisoned tham. She was struck with his 
appearance and flattered by his courtesy s a 
blush roN to her cheeks as she returned tha bow. 
Her fiOhar, happening to glance up at the mo- 
ment caught bar thus n^ding to soma one; 
and ha axclaimad, "Finatta^ whom am you nsK 
tiring r 

This question was put loud , enough to aatah 
the ears of Be Margaux in the next yard; and 
Finette^ abashed, Ntired from tha window. Her 
father— a atout^ burly, os wsll os somewhat ill- 
looking am and of rather a stem disporitioa^ 
hostaiisd up to tha apartmanl^ and angrily n* 
pasted the question. Finatta waa frightanad, and 
gave no laaponssb Tha turnkey glasiead from tha 


window; and paftrifing Be Margaux at onw 
coBtpNhandad that bo must have been the ohf eat 
of m» dauubtaris interest. * 

^WNtTl^irbeeielM 

—indeed alsMst frtoriousiy muad upon Finette; 
^dbyou know to whom you warn bowingp That 
Stan, fbr all bis gentlemanly kmki^ is one of tha 
gvaatast miscreants that aver came withia these 
walla. Ha isamurdarerr 

M A murderer, ibtbar f arkib Finette. **It is 
impoariblal A Mtlaman with sueh u distin- 
gnishad air— saoh a ndaa— 
n tril you, gH that ha It • intfidaieik’* later* , 
Jaatad the turnip. ^Ifyou hadnotbsanstaymg 
at your aunl^stha day ho and his comrades arrHad, 
^u would have ssan the seasatlon«thair praaanca 
in tha town created.** 

**But he is not yet triad, fhtharP* sold Fbatta 
inquiringly. 

** No. But why do you oak tha question f** 
axriaimad tha turnkey. | 

"Becanaa it may perhaps be praved that ha is ' 
falaaly charged, and is not so wicked after all. Bo 
you not Nmambar the Marquis who was accused 
of poisoning his wilb, and whom cow at fint 
looked so blacky but .whose innoeanca was mode 
manifest after aU f aAnd do you not racoUect like- 
wim the young gentlaman.that was ohaiged with 
forgery— a bmn boy of ona-and-twanty P I told 
you that Z could not believa him to be guUtyt 
you daelat^ that ha was ; and yet on tha day of 
trial he was acquitted, and tha real culprit took 
his place in the dock. So it may be with that 
gepUeman,’* 'added Finatta t "because—** 

"Hold your tongue, girl,’* interrupted her 
father, "it is only baoause ha is good-looking, 

I well-dresseA end of finB manners, that you jump 
at the conolnsion of his innocence. I wonder what 
the world will coma to next I Handsome men 
can never be guilty in^your estimation 1 If your 
mother warn alive, she would have taught you dif- 
ferontly; and it is a pity that I have not time to 
look mora after you. If you go on m*this way I 
shall send you altogether to your aunt in tha 
country—** • 

" No, my dear father,** said Finette, oajolingly, 
os she thraw her arms Nund bis neok, "you wUl 
not send* me away, because who could attend to 
your housekibping P'* 

"Ah I if it wemn’t Ibr that,*’ said tha man, "it 
would bq different. But no matter I I beg of 
you, Finatta, not to notice prisoners from the 
window again : and this injunction is all the moN 
necessary, becansq as you know, I am going out 
for a half-holiday, and you will be hera by your- 
self.*' 

Thus ended the eonvermtion between the Ibtber 
end daughter t but Finetta's Nfleotions on tha 
same su^eot won not similarly oonriuded. She 
could not possibly persuade hermlf that tha men 
of such distingitishad appaamM, of sueh im- 
posing demeanour, with such dark hair, and so 
well cultivated a moustache, was a murderar. 
Them was a great dell of romanm— tha foolish 
portion of romance, ws mean— in tha girl's dispo- 
ritioni every volume la tha naareet circulating 
library had bean greedily devoured by her; oml 
in every wall-drassad, handsomq pnpossssriag 
captive she invariably beheld a victim, a asirtyt« 
or a hero. * 
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9«r pent QHt fyjt tb4 iremi^iiidef pf i^fae 
I d«j I Aod lilMitt puf^ lAtio the »r1j4Mn( ro«B|-^ 
oakeniibljr to gomp iritb tb« Qf <inotbAr turn* 
bff, wbotf Mgipg it prtt-but m Ip glaan 

•U p^t(ott|bn rflativo to tUa ob^rga for vhiob tba 
tgU hangfoow pijionar wu iopproarglpd* 0faa 
iMntt tbit ha was ^bfl paptaia af a fbfpiidabla 
fpmi pf fop#it*baiiditti, and that lOl Mi foUawort 
wera hkeviie in outtodp, Tb# qriipai pf wbiob 
ihff was# aoousdd wort narratad to bar] and 
tboiigh iba ibuddarad ahilo bataniog, yat aba pavt 
tinaoTottily fell back on tbi ballaf that tha inRO* 
pfgaa of Pa Mmau« PPPM tranapifa ip laapeot 
bdtha blacbar portiop of tba gMli aiiagad againat 
hloi. Aa for bit being tba aaptain of a borda of 
banditti, - tbl«<WM aomathing pM? Miously aorauntia 
and heroically grand in Finattp*# iitimation. fiba 
returnad to her o«n foim : bev fatbor'a injuno- 
lions were forgotten— or at leaat disregaadad t aha 
uppfuacbad tho window -r aba racaiwfd another 
I courteous sslute from Da MargaUP-n-and aha ra« 
turned it, Be it nnderatood t^t be bad not pTer- 
I heard the eqnraa*ation which bid takan plMe ba- 
twoan tba father and daughter : but be fait Aeuipd 
that tbo girl muat bnow for what be Vas icopri- 
apupd I and ha tberefura vary natyraliy aonaludad 
that aba aitbea tbqngbt vafyjligbtly of tba arimea 
imputed tp him, Of alia diabeUafad tbem^r-othart 
viae aha would pot thita raoeiva and eaknowladge 
bit salutations. |[a made a aign that ha wished 
to speak to ben then ha placed bia band upon Me 
heart— and next olaapad both handa with an air of 
entreaty, Binatter^eaply eompaiiionaiing the 
brigand ebiaf<-riiodded her bead ai otVOb m to 
ponrey tba intimation that abo «dMd do soma- 
tbing on bis babalft and plnioat immediately 
aftorwavda tl^ hour name at wbiob 9o Margnux 
waa to be raeoasigned to biaoeU until the evening, 
when be would be allowed another abort intorval 
tiff exproiae iq tba yardt ^ 

Thus wa« it that JHademoiaeUa Binetta in a vary 
brief space found herself involved in an adventure 
wbieb appedred to ber wplete with n obarming 
voinanoe. For the next three qr four hours slip 
could settle herself to no occupstipn : she prepared 
nu fund for herself— her needlework remained un- 
tQuohad. The imege of the brigand chief, with 
bii due taU form, his darb eyes, and Jbie glossy 
moustache, waa inseparable from berCbogghts. 

At fix o’clocb in the evening Be Margaua was 
again released from bis eeji, aqd suiferecl tq walk 
in the eourtrjard, Finette had cuiqprebended 
from hie eigns that he wiebed to epeek to ber* 
Perhaps ba bed eome message of importance to 
convey, and whieh he dered only trust to a friendly 
medium f perhaps the Tery proofs of bis innooenee 
depended thereon P Who oould tellP It would 
bo deplorable if sneb a iUe were to be saoriQeed for 
the want qf so simple a favour, Fmette qonld 
put endure tbe tbnugbts and sbo resolved to 
aeesrtain wbat Pe Margaux mi|bt have to say to 
her, 

Having tbna vopbistieally beougbt harmlf to the 
eonelndon ^bat tihere could be no possible beret in 
carryiilit.hPt her iuientions, she lost 09 dom in 
prieonara who were waiting 
H permitted to porobeM ipcb Uttle 

illX(MI|.^llP tob^ snuff, bottled bear, wine, or 
fHMKt mi the sm^w enioia^ a monopdj 

the Safe of these articles. Taking a bottle of wMie 

, 


in one hand and a psaket of tobaoeo in tha other, 
Fiaettf doioendid from her room, and tsipped 
aofoia (he oonrl-yatd with whieh that portion of 
tba bilildiiig oommttnieated. Tbe door opening 
into P# Itogaux’i yard, waa 10 situated lu a 
eornov as to be conoaaled by an. angle of the ediflae 
fvom the windawa of tho turnkey’s rooms. In 
this door (here wu a liiUe guiohtt, or trap, which 
aarvad u a raady meant* of eommuoioation with 
any opa on (bo oppoii(e tide, and (0 save (ho 
trouble of opening tbe door iteelf every time such 
eommuRioation was needful. f( wu at that 
guiehot, too, that friends who oama (0 visit 
pvisoneit stood to con^sse with thorn. 

Opening the guich^t, Finette looked through 
■into the adjoining yard; and Pe Msrgaun in, 
itsntaneously approsebed tbe door. There was 
no disappointment on eithor side by this uloMf 
view of each other i the false Bsron was ouniiriijad 
in his impression qf Finetta*i pleasing looks — 
while she dieraelf found the demeanour of ti e 
captive to be more distipguished and his manneis 
^raore enchanting than eyen in her dreamy imugiu. 
ings she ligd anticipated. 

** You wished to apeak to me ?'* she uid, blush, 
tog with eqnfusion, but glanoing furtively at Pe 
Margaux's oouptouauee frqm beneath the curtain 
pf bar long Ushw. * 

’'Yes, beauteous damirV ruponded the prU 
uner j beeause by your manner you displayed 
sympathy towards me.*' 

True 1 1 frit sympaiby/* replied tho slill 
blushing Finette, ** because ~ beeause— I oould not 
possibly bring myself to beliece— '* 

*’Tasi I am guiHy P” ejaculated the false Baruu, 
instautaaeously penatratiog what was passing in 
ber mind. ’’Bo, nol I am not guilty I But to 

prove my iuiiocence ” 

** Thank heaven, you are nut guilty T* said 
Fiuptia 1 and then deeper grew ber biuibes, at tbe 
audden enthusiasm into which ber feelings had 
thus bctraye«i bpp. # 

*’ You arc pleucd that T assure you of my inou* 
cence P” siiid Pe Hargaux. Amiable and beauii* 
ful girl I it is m suoh inouiepls us these when the 
Mttl is sinking beneath the tvoigUt of an ptijust 
aeousatiou that the kind sympithy qf one of your 
MX is so ineffably delicious. Ah I if I were free, 
hew joyously would I testify luy gratitude— Out 
bow juyuusly-^bow sinoerely 1” 

’*But if you were free," asked hhnstte, would 
you go back to your forest-life P Would you again 
become the coptatn of a band, which though gal- 
lant, is still lawless F’ 

If I wc?a (ram sweet maiden,*' answered Pe 
dbUrgaux— who wet enceful in his reiponua, and 
fMutieusly strove to elieit bar sentimentn so tbpt 
he wight take Ms eiie (herefrom, -n" if 1 were 
free, and if you were my eompanion, your wurd 
•bpuld be my law^your bappinem should be my 
study --and tbesefuim would I do naught that 
should 10 any way militate against your wishes.** 

» - perbeps," faltpsed (be hesitating 
and Mushing Finette, " there is some one whmn 
yon lung to vcjniu-t.'Soipa haul tbn( ia beating in 
anxiety fbv yen^fpme one whom yon love and by 
j whom yon are beUvedr-r-c*? 

I ** replied Pa Maifamti ’*1 ttwr untO 
now fcnmF fhat leva ie-rr-but 1 aipesieue ife. 
ipowee at Ibis mofuand Hot foe wueldib sshniI 
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laaiclfBt *f9a9d 1 delNiif# /Oul 't^VL kavt giraa wm pMniag ifi kn ibMi bt jarotifed tdTAo. 
me voQr ijiikiHithj t*— that sjiapathy hu toiwM tage ha had alnMdjf fatfetd*! and ha aoMlttaad^ 
aoma ahovd iA ng haart— l!to ahord haa vibraiad -* hia iaaidivna diaaOUWi 

it vihrataa noir ! Maiden, if I wava fiaa, X wonM Xa har who hfgw hgr||fifiAf bm her ijiApatlig 
kneol at jour faat—I would offer /on m/ hAnd— » whan ^mpaih/ wia lo oiAeh needed— to hir who 
1 would place before /an tha eouutlaca traaitiraa litMnad to mj aeowdi af lora— to bar who ebaH 
which 1 hara aoiaaaad> and wbiob era ao wall aon* aflford ma tha maAoi af .Mfihf a ttlh which will ha 
ceuled in a dutant place that theta ia ao fair of duaUp Tahiabla inaatanah aa it aiuel ha doTOted to 
tbhir heiug diseayrad/* > tha delightful laak Of aDautiow her happiataa^-* 

'* I am afraid that t do wrong to liatan to pan«** Oh, to her of whom lam ipaakmJ|^to|i^ daareat 
murinarad Fiaetti^ whoaa heart throbbed with maiden, afaall tha faithfaHial dafotioa and tha tau^ 
joji while a auaaaiaion of bluahaa kept auffualag daraat aAaUaa be afar dhai" 
her cheeks: <*joa must not tharefera talk aap **Bht Imw aai» I help pwaP-^Obi how I aaa 
more in that citam— but rather proceed to tell mb tielp pan ff* aakad Fiaailai how burali&g into taira 
what can be done to effect jour fraedonitf Ferbipi bl aaghbbA 

jou need aome proof of jour innooanca P perbapa ** Weep not/* aa|d Ito Mar|aa» ** aterj tear 
jou hare it in jour power to ahow that tha arimca jott chad falls Ilka moltah leiid upafl mj baarh 
were committed bj jour hand whan you ware not 3^U me< balofad oaf^ la not janf Ikihar aaa df tha 

preai'nt,— crimes which you yourself abhor ** turobeya of tha prison P*' 

“ How strange— how wonderful/* eried Da Mtr- " Alai 1 jei,** responded FinatCa i " and tha that 
gauz, ** that you understand me thus P^that you doom# me to itt aatstonoe within these dreadfhl 
penetrate Into the truth of these ciraumltaoeca I wallc-**aa ealateiiae whiah I abhor !'* 

Surely, surely there muat be aoma unknown but * **Hs ia a turnkey P^* said Da Margaux. **Tou 
potent sympathy aziatidg between Its I Tea— there can obtain the k^y from himP you can poseeea 
it/ It is a mystical transfueiott— sympathy ha- yourself of it P" 

getting lore— and lore, 1 hope, engendering lore ** Ifo— inipoipibla t” r^oinad Finatta, with a 
in return !** look and tuna dfjho deepest aadueae* 

Finette’a heart waaf on throbbing, and bar ** Impoacibla P artdCd Da MiPiplas, for a mo- 
eheeka blushing, and hee bosom palpitating* There mant dejaotod. ^ But still you aaa aasiit maP 
waa something magically soft in the roiae of tha Yet, yaa.O|ur aciilt taa t Filea-i-n' rUpa ^fa - can 
brigand-captain. To be hia bride— bis companion, yon not Imuriili me theaa F* 
in some far-off clime, .or in the depths of soma " Fat P ijacaUtad tha maiden, bar eoantenanaa 

forest, were infinitely preferable to a residence in saddanly brightanfaig up with joy i than, aa ttfMfy 
that gloomy prison, along with a father whose ainkiag with daapoadenciy again, she addtd, ** Ah, 
temper waa not the sweetest in the world, and who 1 oomprahand I But tha aantiiial on tha opposita 
a?en that tary day had spoken so harshly to aide of tha moat P** 

her. " That obitacle, awaat girl, ia not insurmount* 

“ It is true,” eontinued Da Margaux, "that I able," rayondad Da Margaux. " Oh, if you would 
was not present when tha erimo was oommitted,— aerra me, Finetia— if you would aarTome,it is net 
true lUtp that whan I learnt the atrocity my soul by halrea that yon muct do it* It ia a matter of 
waa sebtton with horror and anguish. But what iifii and death I You know it— you sea that 
could nio P It was too late to capair the evil it is I" 

that was done; and while I was thinking of the " Tell me what I can do/* said tha giA eagerly i 
best mode to puniah the oflendcaa, ao as to make foP her heart waa now full of the must devoted 
thorn an example to tha rest of my band, I was enthusiasm towMa this o^eet of her ramantia 
captured* In one point only, sweet Finette, hare interest* 


you misundarstood me. There is no eridenoe I 
can procure which will prove mine innoeenoe; ba« 


" You must manage that sentinel for ma I X 
hoTo aolioad that the guard comes round to oban^ra 


cause it ie suffioient that I am the captain of tha the aentinela It ten o'clock— then again at raid- 
band in order to be bald reaponaible for all tha night. It is tha aantioal who will ttit be on duty 
miadaads of my followers. Tbarafora^ if I remain that you «|1U bare to deal with. Can you got out 
here, 1 i/ball perish !— the remoraakas myrmidfms between those hours, Finette P** 
of the law will take the lift of him for whom you "Yes— far fortunately n^ father haa gone to 

hare entertained aueh sweat f^mpathy I 1 araTO sea hia aktar ia tha cennlry, and ha is sura not to 
freedom therefore that my life may be sated., le return before midnight — perhaps not oren uutil 
ia no false titk which 1 heat— u Baron’s rank it to-mbrrow morning* But what am I to do with 
mtaa ; and in tha fairest Alpine TtUey do X poasoaa regard to that sentinel P** aha aakad. 
a charming mansion, situated in the midst of deb^ " Oan you not offer him liquor P" said Da" Mar- 
ciouB pleasure grounds. Oh I that thither I eonld gaui i ** will you mind doing this for my aakeP Xt 
bear thee aa a bride^ and that for the rest of our k a husband whom you will win, sweet Fineita I 
days we ooUld dwell in that delightful ki —a husband who mil love you foe yonf datotlas 
paacsi in safety, and in happineat 1 " • and be proud of you for your beroiim I" 

k'inejile was bewildered by thk spfsoh i bee "1 will do anything— ereryihiag you tall me 1*^ 
brain appeared to reel with dreams of hlila i she rqilkd the enlhuaiasdo fiat infatuated girL 
already beheld herself the mkteeeS of that hfiUu- " You can give the ooldier liquor,** eontmuad 
toaua muaaion-^foitming through that oharminf Da Margaux; "and tha liquor oati ha drugged. 
Alpine Tallfy-*-l«aDing on tha ufm of a huabaad Start nail X maun net to p^daan the poor wrafrdii 
of thar in&it akgant atom MaraP had tbaa# it is a mara aqporifia that you will admiaktaet 
priaon^waHa appeared to gioouiy nnd odious to tha One dium ofitha Uquar tlmidBUfg«<b aod ha Jinka 
yoMf aakton. Da Margaut fothomed all that dawn asuisligii Mjf asoapa will bf saaorad-*! johi 
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jou— ira Am togalhtr— and in happineM we dwall 
Ibr tha ramaiadar of our dajif** 
l^tta agraad to all that Ba Marganx rag- 
gaatadt ha lapaatad hit inatniationa ralatifa to 
tha ittai and tha cordi and ha anplainad to har 
what drug aba waa to purohaaa at tha ohaiDiat'% 
and with what quantity of apirita aha waa to mix 
it. Bvarjthing waa arrangad batwaan thams tha 
infiitttatad girl g^a tha oaptiaa tha wiaa and tha 
tobaaoo whioh aha had brought : ha praaaad to hia 
lipa tha hand that waa paaaad tl|^ugh tha gMk§t 
—aha oloied tha traf^^oor— and trtppad away 
aaroaa tha court : whilaagiift bar haart waa boating 
with hopa— har ohaaka ooforad with bloahaa. 

In about a quarter of an hoar ITinatta ratomad 
to tha guidhe9, and gaaa tha eaptifa tha illaa and 
the cord. Tha joy whioh ha axparianoad at thia 
proof of har oontinuad infatuation on hia bahalff 
infuied an almoat raal anthuaiaam into tha 
language that ha again addraaaad to har : har hand 
waa again praaaad to hia lipa— and again did aha 
flit away with palpitating boaom and hiualitng 
ohaaka. * 


OBmxs oizxm. 

«XB BTEO&ftXVW BX>ATBmn» 

It waa about hal^phat tan o*oloofc| and tho night 
waa tolerably dark,— whan tha aantinal pacing to 
and fro on tha oppoaita aide of tha moat, fanoiad 
that ha heard light footatapa approaohing. Ha 
atoppad, and waa almoat immadiataly aocoatod by 
a female anralopad in a dloak. In aooordNnoa 
with har atation and with tha onatom of har ooua< 
try, aha wore no bonnet— but a rary neat cap, 
aomawhat ooquattiafaly adoinad with pink ribbona. 
The hood of har cloak waa purpoaaly thrown back, 
ao that her |hoe might ba racogniaed if tha aoldier 
'■hottld happen to ba aoqaatntad with har— whioh 
aha knew to be moat probable, inaamuoh aa lha 
regiment had bean long in tlA town, and every 
private aoldier in it 1^ over and over again 
mounted guard at the prinoipal entrance of tha 
priaon aa wall aa on tha bank of the looat in tha 
rear. * 

**Ah! Mademoiaella Finattal" axolaimod tha 
aantineli **liow happana it that you are out ao 
Utar 

I am going to aea a friend who haa aaddanly 
bean taken rery illi aha livaa in thia direction— a 
Utile way farther on— upon tha outakirt of tha 
town— and aa aha ia not very wall off, I am taking 
her a bottle of brandy." 

" Brandy for aa invalid I’* cjaottlatad tha aanti- 
nol joooaaly, but not with tha alightaat acintilla- 
tion of auapiaion that aiiy treaqhary waa intended. 
"What can tha mali^ ba P la it oholara P" 
"Something of that kind," raigraadad Fiaatta. 
"At all aventa my Ihthar ^ me I had batter take- 
a bottle of brandy with mo i and 1 havo it bora in 
my bidBah" 

"Th# Ihnrdid wiU not require it aS, Hade- 
mOiaairJbMltta," aaid tho aoldiori "and tharo- 

X dare aay," Intariaotad tho nmldaBL aa 
If Inganaimaly, "har hnaband wiUl^ 

■ 


her to diapoaa of it. AU man are ted of 
brandy— 

"And no one mora ao than myaalfl"rijoanod tho 
aantinal with a laugh t and then ho amaokad hit 
lipa aignifioantly. 

"Oh, I did not nndaratand 1*' aaid Finatta, now 
laughing Ukawiaa. "You ahall have a taata and 
ba waloofflo tool" 

Thua apaaking, tha young woqmn produced the 
botflo from har baakot, rad handed it to thn 
aoldier. Ha lowered hia flrelook until tha butt 
leatad upon.tho ground; and taking tha oorkfrom 
tha bottio, applied tho latter to hia lipa. Tho 
draught ho imbibed iPac a long one ; and aoarcaly 
had ha given back tha botUa into Finette’a hand, 
whan ha waa aaiied with a auddan diaiiheaa : ha 
ataggerad— tha muikat faU forward upon the 
ground— and tha word " Traaohery 1" aaoapad hia 
lipi. 

But it waa only uttered lowly; and tha next 
instant hi tumbled heavily ba^ward, with a 
mingled moaning and gaaping voice. Finatta waa 
aaiiA with affright : tha apprehension smote her 
that he waa dead : but the next instant she ra« 
covered har aeirpossession, as aha racollaotad tha 
infbrmation Da Hargaux had given her aa to tha 
mode in which tha aoporifle would operate. Then 
aha draw forth a white kdrehiaf, which she waved 
for a frw momenta; and m aha desiatad, a alight 
splash in tha water at the foot of tha tower made 
her aware that her signal had been discerned 
through tha obscurity of tha night. It was tha 
rope whioh Da Margaux lowered from tha 
window. 

He had worked weU during tha three or four 
hours whioh had elapsed since he received the files 
from tha hand of Finatta. The fetters were no 
longer upon hia limbs: one of the massiva bars of 
tha win^w had been eaten through with the iron 
teeth of tha file : no misadvantura had oopurred 
to intarfire with his plan of escape. Aud now 
Finetta, as she stood full of anxious suspense on 
! the verge of 'the moat, beheld a dark form issuing 
forth from tho# window of tha tower— than de* 

I aeanding by means of tha rope— than plashing in 
tha water. Tha moat was very deep, and at that 
spot about thirty yards wide: but Da Margaux 
waa an axcallant swimmer- ha struck out— a^ in 
a few momenta reached tha bank where Finetta 
ao anxiously awaited him, and on whioh tha un- 
oonaoiotts aantinal lay. But tha noise of tha 
gurgling water, as ha glided rapidly through it^ 
had prevented Anetta^a ears from catching the 
aoundi of footsteps that ware advancing across the 
field which stratebed beyond tha moat towards tha 
open country. Thus, at tha very instant that tha 
now Oveijoyad maiden axtandad har hand to assist 
Da Margaux up tha bank^ a cry of alarm was 
thundered forth oloaa behind har. 

A shriek pealed from har lipat it waa the 
voice of har fiitber whioh had apokant 

"Help! help! an aaoapal" ha vooibratad. 
"Good htavena^ Finattal— Vila girl I— Ah, mis- 
creantl" 

These ware tha ajaoulatioiia which in rapid aoa- 
caaaion burst from tha tamkqy*B lipa; and than ha 
grappled with Da Margaum But te otruggla 
laatad only for ra instant I Da Margaux pm a ssaai 
tha strength af tan thauaaadi dcapacnticDimdared 
Urn lavindbla. Ha burled tha turnkpy nw^y 
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from lum Irilh tntii •orrifle fareo UmI lh« lyifoff- 
innate man fell like a weight of lead vpoii the 
ground : and the almoit diiteaelAl linette, think- 
ing that her father wae killed, threw bereelf in 
wild agony upon her kneea by Ida ilde« Be Mar- 
gntix fled froni the apot with the ipeod of a 
hunted deer; and the next aonenl, whm X^bette 
raised her eyes, he no longer met her riew. 

We must fidlow in the footsteps of the esoaped 
eriminaL Away he q>ed aeross the fleMa, alike 
ignorant and reeklsas of the way whieh he wee 
taking. He knew fhll well that the loud 
tions of the turnkey must hare at oneg nmd an 
alarm inside the prison, and that a pursuit on 
hoisebaek would promptly take plaee. Re ran 
for his Ulh. Naught eared he far poor Vinette i 
naught ea^ he whether he had her fMhee 
by thd'riAnee with whieh he had hurled him to 
the ground. Abontaeoupleof flsIdaoffBelCar- 
gnnx faond a horse grairing: with f«y KtUe 
Nn. flA— XovxTS Swum. » 


trouble he gaptured the anigsali and springing on 
its book, he urged it to its utmost speed by lashing 
its sides with astisk whieh he pieked up at the time 
fsr the purpose. He rode on ibrsereral miles, with- 
out saddls^ bridls^ or halter— until the animal wae 
eomptetsly knoeked up; and then Be Margaux 
abandon^ it. There were lights at a little die- 
taaee, indicating a Tillage or small town; and Be 
Xargauz was about' to turn off into anotbor 
direetioa. when he said to himself, **No 1 1 will 
go straight on. Tllkse who may be in poiuuit^ wfll 
think to themselTes that I am oertain to UToid thia 
place; and that is the Teiy reason why I will enter 
it. Perhaps I shall And some secure eoaoealmenfe 
there until the storm hue blown orer f** 

Be Kargaux approached the lightsi and as hn 
drew near some mtf laige buikdag— whidt ^ 
aeon discoTcred to be a ham on the ontakirtc «f 
the Tillage ■hie oar omght the sounds of inualau 
▼cry poor und iMgy mudo it wai^ howomti and 
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Da Margaus fancied that it must belong to aoma 
itinerant chow. Ha went on ; and in a few 
ninutea reaohed a door at the back of the bam. 
It atood ijar t ho peeped in—and by a diqi light 
which prevailed inside, ho perceived thftt a qaan- 
titj of atraw waa piled up against the iirg)| pp the 
tight band just inside the door, and to thg ^jiltQce 
of about four yards forwai^. Thus n narfpp paa- 
aage waa left from the door to what appeared to 
be a blanket or *dingy of drapery, 4|^|phing 
all across the barn ag^ • MCpep tp fhut 

out the compartment thb atraw y||. The 
sounds of rantinq tbe prainplinq pf fea| 


the pramplinq pf feel 


taking place. , " ’ 

*' I'be very )a|t aopt In MW’ thought 1 
Hargaux, » I 
looking for iWHto W g motm 

wteo tte tpiiim ffMhil liai^MlNfr Uf! 

trodueed hin)|alfrrpp |||M fgH^ Ifl* 
the midet pf the alflfi ftWlMW VP 

apdiencf. • 


•uMi 


lid he had nol 



—yet waa there a great deal of natural gaiatyaad 
go^.huDioar amongst them,— as was ovideno^ by 
the manner in which they took advantage of the in- 
terval between the Acts to partake of refreahment, 
and the way in which they divided their humble 
fare with one another. Afte]r fome trifling changes 
in the toilate of two or three of them, the partitiorf. 
drapery was again olosed— (^e ourtain drew up— 
anq Ihfl proceeded. . TIm audienoe waa almost 
pCTtormanoes were in 
l^dishi bgt all pcfHKff^ fP iofinite satis- 

if •hV oompre- 

Ifllded gf m eplendid orctions delivered, 

f WH ^Blighted with the grimaces 

CBtioi If |)^l| Blown, (fbus the curtain at 
nppleuce of the entire 
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m AflHW ^ Margins had not 

ttl fftWiWi floift Ws pocket: all ti^i igpney he 
M ftgflill Mm of hie irreph |^|d been 

tlijm nW mm- Neither bad be opy r^fouroes 
Mf tall be bed told Fiqette of bis 
|rMtnree> |iei|g as false as th|| of bis 
dowitn. He ifas a pian 

IHmsufii ind of every demption, 

vMib fimUing iPPMdM i gnd iberc- 

m Whenim Ifh purse WM well ^Ued |! fke W- 
mi flf IflWP® r\i\Miy, It svii 


BfWWt oe perpetrate aoipi mrpt- 

tq rcqlpWi pcphetf. ?huf, |t present 

^ MergBqg v^es ptterly ftqd 



qf 

^ Moogq fiiq bU Itiofl* of dissipificp upti) l^ie 
peces^ilps dmq ^Bok to the to devito 

ipme ^pw i^Mt oe perpetrate coni mg iP'pi- 

tpde tq reqlpWi ppphetf. ?huf, |t t^ PW*®?.? 

S foment, ^ H^My nqd 

his ciroutoetipcB rendered it «fll m mg MpB- 
lient for hini to cBigg, if poeiible, imgp tl|g qppof- 
tgpity to piinjile the itioc'Bot frqgR; 

fhc hifu had blip Madly lent bp (firmer to 
Ihia paqr trava}ltojj gqqipapy, not mirg) j to Borve 
g| Mu mtro PI mr peflhip»ppg9> m liiggiie 
II their temporavi eMdiif-plsco whljg • 

in that aeighjiottrhood. dn lUu flilfigrfKS qf the 
eudvdiee, one df the aetarc iMuefl torll tP tB^o 
dgtfi the or rather ranterns, vfhioh had 

hfeu luipepdaq ip front ul' tho barn j and on his 
ritqfP the docre wero closed in order to make all 
llfh (o|r th* aight. Then the manager began 
eouhting tbs proceeds, tho troop^eqwly gathering 
around him to bear hia report, -^though each 
individual had in bis own mind already oalculated 
to alnioit a frBgtion w|tat the ipiQuqt would he* 
Withoqt precisely eptoiiying iti le mig ohserye 
that it WM of m gstpat to cheer fhafr humhlB 
heartfc god to bapiih a|i carge foe fr® pwot- 
He McrgBoif failed nqt to. phfofTe the gopd-ppmopr 
and sat^faettou wMcji thm prevaUpd j and "op 
thought it high tine to tahe qdreotaga of thoeo 
feelings. 

YTttboqt heiqg pereeived by a^ qf the com- 
l»> PWBt Mil *■«>» hi* Wwpl^efi, Md 
fod p|o«»d (IM 490 ; nr *)* • 


'•Hfd* •'Ml'** 
of ( 

r w <>? !!» 


bud pai:r (li.| imtimi n 

bon 9( fijp tpiflp |4) looi 


•h^iq. ^l^tbpVfi 
flfPfl V** "It*! 


of Mt« bw »«*>«» wxiy w* sifi“Mwi vid 



liittk JHNiTMiil df «ii dtfSw. ttl 

IImM «r •MtthlM' fttjr lUiflMlI hiHag oMliMa. f SU o»tl UI)Uo|{)mI IU? k rdity iUL 

mu kPlWMi tt Mtt* Mrll ftU HkiiM «Mi Utta; W taiHtt < ttilNfMk ttvik uttt futllUt, |rU& «* 
•M pHteVl bf tttb* Ul £«i; tfid iiUil^r IM hlU{ iaS tttiUb okUl bb fafUU «ltt 

dbUkcH. ttfwHipHUlW U t doNM at UW bhril (Mklna k filf. 

Hb ttlk— W k antM of Okibllb kh UMttUa Ufik tbn of Ih* btnghic (oeber/, b wu next to 
^trkk IbMdU/ Md. Ho iriU k gMtiohillt ttlH> UbtotbK^Ud CbI Utt KilliaMblh hid Ui&itt 
Ua ktpttiaiMtd tM ttbUbbiM W httidK d ritf HHIUMt Hit JUrMat IH tU IkliW, dW^ba lb. 
lhr|8 idA df UliMy thMlUH ill dbhiUMty d^ % ilMtaUli WUftH A MV (ilMMlW. Af « Vttk Okfiy 
flteiid bhotn M.HUl bdlWd; hb kMaiWHi hkH Hlkl Ut m aSrfini(R d IIH «Bi tdrMfM rKiUt 
dealt bkrlhiy with Mm ; thiy hid iM thd hlUMli th« tdWthlMMa feOhtt #6h bA WM Uik hUht 
oUhbthWkl dBH b Vdl «lth the ttUdolt IHnlBb, IMM aiMiiWk'VWIWttMVi^^tdUldttd 
dROr ibMilik I riiM tad bioidd ifa 4 llral.^ IM ItMM Viitt ^{NbttMl, 

tbdt bo bis lftie(bad«a ib ShMiMMUItt BlHituar tbttiaMbMMMiidnb Idliliff IM Itdi. 
tbe b<r. All be aaoted Wha a liulo tlU'^ontty 8tatliaHdMrm.W«(MthWdih■ndW^ltl^ 
kudeour; foeiFbaeoUtd oUM gdt to PalM, hd bad fehfMlft UK MtttV Iff Mib tMMUdbtbll t«(b 
treUtby ftiobdt teUdlaff tlMo, *luM tMltaali Adttia MpMtIi 

be pbtod It bit aitpoial ; aid BVihottia thM W • nthUtd lb |aB iiUMM » I ttkodiV Vhttk 
euBIed Itadst liBeMIt tb ntrUd thOM «bo riUdtit iteUH tflhMiMl'faa itoM jUid MMebtibiM hb 
noir*at«tt hirii lb bb hbad. ' idtiradbaa HUHil id nikka lUi of 

Sttch *eti the exttlkoktidiM gloab UJr Oblttn tbMil»<Mhk'ilob^ililMI'dW'ydM<MI. IMtb 
MUk to the troop briltallink 4118 tb» l<«I««|l.aei^hrii^UiaittbUhiU^^ Ifitll 

effect hb trOHl produdod atda pNdlikl]' ItUh II 84 Ay fli W' IM A thletl bf «8bdk 

hid aoiloibated. Ho bad aalHUia tbMr lyoiiHltUII* liMilAlbA wmi Hk^ id fdtd thb 

bf tbd tale df bit inltfaftdboi : he bM MdliM hbdlMto ffUbLII ba SA thlAdA, Bid l^oe Ik 
their dupidltt B* hb proitaiM bf otMltAl Hwhlft » Mfft lUii WAyir.h| f ^AHalbhiiy Mart ^Idl 
Tbelr offer* of Mrvbea «ei« prbtaptly Md (Mkrtl^ 8f IWIt XW dW Ml tU idodilW filth 

iitdde ; aud it w4k left to hliblolf to polfil bill 'ra ii Ihl WiMn VHSIo hlrltfdol A^lalabdd dl 
Ohich Uaotier the? eotaia be IMI kaadetoa IrlUt IM lt8M iff .W-Wiflli .Ml fUMMu Vitb kttbh 
abb. A dbgulM, td «taable hirii id eliidd HM ^fiM iAIiite'A tMI hlttli 'Mi hd mdbiij|»d 
IMiliflk-bb kuligamaildb. Id to k^tbikt atkA)Ni M'tri bli^ Ul. VM' Att IW fthteiyaiiUtt-hb 
tbe trbob, thki be might joarba* ohdlk .tiMMUi 1118 lb aMiy ttIWdliiU th UHbHit Ul Mm ooid. 
teotiuDuf tbeplMport-dliieb tMred thdih Ih dUfit ilhiiHUb Am- M l U taed l M t ft huitioMith th«b 
mob— and 4 ienldWl (roll kbit bUgbbedrbddd Villi vhob attoolbo, ood proMhIidff ilm bdol fiklUy 
tile bast piiMibie delay, -theia IMM tllb faudlil tBfiW UAHA A d lUBlb pUdhtd A ally of the 
•hleli He Ukrgaut reriulrdd 4hd tbd lobloatldril VkUi db wMla by VMeli they Wa i ted , VbHnbdUllr 
winch he had to oiTor. mnm^ ^ linfiidfr't mt, ^Hb timii ibh 

The meWbeM of the hbttpAii^ hdfl billy behrd ddtlldjM Httfl; end thii^ »b0»y biHhifatHUbab 1]^ 
tuguo Hlutira td tHo da|»tura of a hordd bf fiMlMra ibf bdr Kd^fltiilirdK 

baUdlUiS they liere tdd ihilbU dbtUpidd ^ith tbbl> 

uf^ii bQheertis td partioblilr httehllbii lb *nllt mjUU 

was drbutid them Ih ft fbteitta chithtl'y. 

HhM, nM ihr a sinhlo instant did tlisy ihilt^^at tU C^ADWB mXXVT. , ^ 

tale ab SpeoidUsIjr Ibid thSm by De jCdt^ddi, hut 

SUspeet Ih&t lie hhs ihght boyonlh tVhat hb ropfo- * hjbtkhk ihll 

, seiited himself. The Strollers conilsted bf hbodb * 

» a dozeh pbrSodSp including the '* Tiolihs*^ bhd ttti Wli Ihlifct hd# tttb h tehlbohhry Ibhve of thb 
**[la^eoloti*’ ahd three or fodr of tbeoi weM slWUltti; tltkyeesp had rettirh to the pHibh ibehdb 
fbiniiiee. With Mete utter Do Mtirgdtix bbb&dle De lihd Mohped« 

ati object of espOeUt syuiptitbj : IHby cbnsidbred It Fihetie, it tfill bb ^eiheblbered, had tbhitbh lier- 
60 shocking; lhat a Kenilciuan with such A Uhild- self in a stale of disirhctlbh iiiloh the prosilrate 
some nluuAaebe fillbutd hdrO beed ubbeiicd by a hhd ihahihihte fdirifi of hbf hire, dhdhi dbo believed 
false friend ttnd hudlbd by bailifib through the td haVO beeh killed by Ibb ▼ioleneh with t^ihioh he 
ittUdfly Mdters of A HVelr and tbb MoligH of A fltfih- wAd bhiled Id the kl^hitd» He bbwbiAr d|>oodiiy 
yenl. It eat a knMttee df {leefeot iUdifUrebeA to ebdited llbat df lifb; And ihlis A tfemenddiii 
the entire irdop bf alrdlierS ks tb the pbeiioiltlh ^eigfht WAI lifted flfota the nlihll bf tile udbirtU; 
dlreetiob Id #hieb My prbfecdUd ; add ibdy tbetd* dkte IHdAtle. TbA klArln fAilHd bjr thk lArdkey 
rote teadiw yielded tb the Aim etpreued by De iiatbeduteiy jb^fiodM to bik stfaggle Aitb Dd 
MAtgkuk, Ibllt by A eitedituiU route they ihoUlt! Milf^abip oAd fkAUbed tbd iHlfl Of hU BfoibAf- 
luSke fdf the cAtflUli A. reihoesl frdlh ihd Tillage* dUbrkee|Ms idftide thk (iHsed, aa #bll dl df ibd 
verb bt A tory eAfiy hbbf in iBd wetdltag AAS Ab* sedtinel ttllb fUmdid ftbdt df it. SdAeAl p^r^dt 
euriliddiy mmiTed dpobi Bui m tue hieAhAhUe it tbdrefbre #dfe Idbtf utldd tbd kpift Wbbrd the ebb* 
AM ddebllHry iBat De HArgauk ibUUld eHeAtUblly filet had taken t^lAoe, Attd ikbdN IbA drugged 
ditdUiM biuieif. He bbbiwebeed by Ibkeltfjt dV eoldler itill Uy iknseiem Ahiu FlUettlTA fiUbdt 
tuo ifiBustbehe Ani uuf ihauaiidtithiekert wUihH AM cdtiibA bABlt to dobwiddalUiie. Uet thAk 
had id cAbtldAted tUb ladieadf tbe irUbb: ke IlM* Dd MArgAbibadkMped AM^diell> faiAdikd6Ali| 
Aitd Arddded the Hbb gtUWih bf hit HkiK Tbd A AM idsatuled id dMty dhrebtidb; kiH A 

Ahold df JUk ttok btfitik eieftd sHAvOd; at onee printing press in the town was proiMillJr Mt fd 
ilteMUM IpMAraAm eblUidAfkbty { And A Itfbwd fbHt tb tdHi dAt MBU khd tbabkml Offerib| lUe* 
mg •Afipllbttl^llie «tMatHAAIbHipeHiet}’*cUffl2 Akfd IbA bU Mj^uM!; A ihbuhM j^lddibAlil? 
pletod the metaiaorphoeie in reriiect to the heidi ^Alfed IHtOtii^ll tfiA* Ytdy IflllAgd in tlia fili^hbdltBB 




SHB vTftnBns ov ran oomn. 

hood of whiob De Margauz wm at tbo timo alludad. tTofortanatelj for tha poor girl, thoj 
Baking foianda with the a trollerai but the non* ware the oalj ^fallari la that diriaion of the 
atabla wai aaaarad that no person at all answer- rahiala ^ and thus bar father failed not to oontiaue 
lag the fohm’s description had been seen in the his upbraldiags as they joumejed onward. II- 
plaM, netta wept bitteriji she orer and over again 

ICeaawhile the drugged sentinel was restored to arowed all bar foUj and wickedness^ and besought 
eonsdousnesei and the lucbless Unette—amidst her sirens pardon. Butjbe was one of those men 
torrents of tears and agonised appeals for pardon who could not be TeiyeaiilT appeased, and who in 
—confessed all the detslls of her eonniTaaoe in the any case must give the /ullest ^eent to their ill- 
prisoner's escape! Bj bpr father the was orer- humour before the word.** pardon " could possibly 
whelmed with reproaches i the sentlasl to whom escape their lips. At length the ex-turnl£ej talked 
she had giren the drugged brahd j, npbraided her himself off to sleep ; and Einette sat pensire and 
with an iSojost equal bittsfifwsst hM oim brotbOr- miserable^ looking listlessly from the window of the 
turnkeys were scarcely less wqrm in the eppre^don dUigmot, * 

ef their sentiments* The unhappy girl was quickly At one of the post-houses whdre the coach 
rescued from her infotuation wiia reforenc# to lie stopped to change horses— and whilf her father 
Margauz. She now learnt that he hiatsblf was in eoannued to sleep soundly— Finette’s eyes settled 
reality a murderer— that there could be no jMSsible upon a placard posted against the wall immediately 
mistake on tha subjeoti for ' that Dame Boquette opposite the window of the diUgimm. She be- 
bad that very etening made the' fhllsst and most held the name of De Margauz : she read the 
ample rerelations to the gaolH»hap)a!fo. . The ooBp plaeaid t it offered a reward of a thousand francs 
▼iotioa was foieed upon ]rfoetts^too^tha(,Ds Mar- (forty pounds sterling) for the apprehension of 
gauz was an accomplished decsifsr— that* hm tsleff the esmped prisoner.. The eontents of this bill 
of buried treasure end of, an lAIpdne nlfai were#ll put fflne|te's feelinge to a new and final test: 
utterly folae— and that he hnd imposed upon hor sueh an impulse was giren to her thoughts that 
orsdulity in ereiy possible way in 01^ fo fosiditr ahe now ^namistakably comprehended whether 
hie own ends. The girl lingariDg remnant of the late in- 

abyseof mentel wretshadnessi a^ wap ahoefcad at fatuation in her eoul— or whether her love had 
her own foolish infotuat^i aim Mug forikom Inmsd to hatred. She understood likewise whe- 
deficient in good principle atlhebottom'ofaU her ther, if De Margauz suddenly appeared before 
giddineug waa ready to die with chamm as well her* eren with veritable proofs of bis buried trea- 
as to sink beneath the upbrddikgi of them by core and of his Alpine villa, she would flee away 
whom ahe was aurrouiided. with him to share hie riohes,— or whether ehe would 

It wae neceesary ito* make an immediate report resMtn with her aire^ to endnre bis upbraidings as 
to the governor of the gaol, whe at the thne waa often as the humour for venting them might take 
deeping loandly in his bed; and this foiictionary possession of him. 

was soiled with a violent rage. IWttdiMhtlier The dttigmn oontinaed ite way, and Finette 
bad obtained a half-holiday on the undemmdlBg abed no more teare— but remained plunged in 
that he wae to return to hie quarters at eight deep end gloomy meditation, until her father 
o'clock that eveningi hirndereUction ef ditty Waa woke' a^ renewed .hia reproachea. ^^ette 
therefore disooveredf and the gotemor iUled not lictened to them in eilenoe: she no longer entreated 
to reproach him with the Ibot that if he bed ed- hia forgiveness— there was even eomethfSg dull 
hered to the rules of the prison, his daughter eould and apathetic in the appearance of the young 
not have found an opportunity to eariy out her de- girl. Her fotfagr deem^ her indifferent to the 
eigas. The ooneequenoe wae that In the morning ealamities whiob had overtaken him; and he 
I^tte^e father received hie dismiami, aeeompanicd redoubled hia upbraidings. Still Finette said 
with an intimation on the part of the poUoe that nothing; and again did the ez-tumkey talk till 
he had better get out*of the town wi|b the least be wae tired— so that relapsing into slumber, he 
possible delay, if he were decironc Vo avoid a ctill dept for the last three or four hours of the 
more rigorous ohastisement. journey. 

Thta hurrieane of oalamitiM well q^h broke The night was setting in when the MUg$ne§ 
poor Finette’s heart Her aunt— to whom a fly- entered the tewn which wae the destination of 
ing visit waa paid as she aooompanied her fother Finette and her Ihtber. It wae too late for them 
from the town-Hreed her theeevereet Iseturefor to call on their relatioii until the mo row; and 
the min|^ foliy and wiekednem of which she had they thersfore took up their quarters at a small 
been goilly, and positively refased to give her an inn— or rather public-houss^ in the neighbourhood 
asylum whUo hsr fojhrr sought for employment of the office where the coach stopped. In the 
clMwhcie. Th(S ez-^unkey wac accordingly oom- morning thecj^tumkcy cct out to proceed alone^ 
petted to lake tiB daughter with himi and as he in the flrsi iustanes, to his brother's s hut on w- 
had a brother who wae comfortably cetded as a riving at the bouse he flmnd that its master had 
dmpsr in a town about eighty ffittec dictonV he re- gone ou the preceding day to Paris, where' he was ‘ 
solved to proceed thither in the hope that some- likely to be detained for a week. The draper was 
thing might be done fordiim- Bo p essamad soma an unmarried man, and had left his little eetablish- 
little savinfi^ to the ezleht el eighteen or twenty ment in the ehaffe of a ele^; eo that the ez- 
poundn tprekmg in Hnglish money 1 end thus he turnkey could not even obtain w asjlttm at the 
waa not ae yet oompelled to look abeolate pofmtj house until hie brother’s retum. As the reader 
in the fcoe* may suppose he retraoed his way to the tavern in 

InJme rs fw a d i ^ or eheiyast part ef the dff( ys n e s no vsiy enriahle humour, and hUw prepared It 
(rife-oceeh), the eu^tunkiy and Finette toek vent all hia vezatlon upon the head of poor 
their pltdea flm' the town to whioh we have jtit Flaette. 




m mmmm ov taa oomv. 


a 


joQog girl iHU bort litr tire^i ferMtmaat la 
aaooalpUuiiag nltDorb and frith aa air of dull tad 
Uatloas apathy. Ha raaolrad to laOMia at tha 
publio-hottw uatil hia brothar should ratam; ud 
thus a waek waat by. Horiag this iatarfal 
Fiaetta was aiost attaatiaa to her fbthar in all 
tba Diaiatratioas whieh u a daughtar sha could 
display X but sha aarar oaoa aaswaiad him wh^ 
ha raproaohad hpr— aoa did sha agaia b cs aaa h hU 
forgivaaeas. Ba bagaa to tbiak that ha had ads- 
takan her dlspodtion— that sha was not really ia- 
different aor apatbetio— but that bar spiHt ‘was 
broken. Ha tbarafora thought that ha had sild 
enough to har—probably tdb mueh; and ^a au^ 
danly dasiated from his upbraidinga» though he was 
of too dogged and morose a nature to rbluatssr 
the pardon whioh was now no longer asked. 

The brother returned from Paris, having aspa- 
rienoiad a considerable pecuniary loss by tlm buai- 
nass which had token him thither. Ha hiaiaalf 
was of a rugged and unfeeling dispositian, davotad 
to money-grubbing pursuits : he showed no iacU- 
nation to assist his ^ther. with his purse, though 
he was ready enough to proffer his coamsfl^ and 
likewise to lecture Pinatta saveraly fbr hit own 
misoonduot. Ha someij^hat ohurliillily said that 
his relations might stay with him fbr a short tbaa^ 
until they could settle themselYas in soma msAMr; 
and thus they shifted atheir quartsiu to hiS hoosa | 
from the tavern where they had been stbyiag. 
Finette's father had in the meanwhile baaa loaking 
about for some employment : but ha could dad no- 
thing that suited him. There was a shop doing a 
good little business to he disposed of; and it was 
in a trade whioh the ex-tumlmy and his daughtar 
could manage : but the purohase-money was fifty 
pounds, and Finette's father had only about Aftcaa 
left. brother would not advance him a sugls 
frano;' and thus he found himself oompalted to 
renouj^ the hope of obtaining a bnslnsSB wbkh 
Would ^ve afforded, him a better livelihood thin 
oven Aht post of turnkey from which ho had so 
lately been discharged. ' 

One aftemoon«-about ten dayaalter the arrival 
of Finette and her father in the town of whieh wa 
are speakiogT-the young damsel strolled forth'ia 
a very disconsolate mood. Feeling that her.pairlsnt 
and herself were regarded as a burden upon the 
means of her avaricious uncle, she longed to use her 
own industry for the purpose of earning some- 
thing. She had on the previous day applied in 
various quarters for ne^le-work— but without 
being enabled to obtain it. Slufnow renewed her 
applieations— but still without sneoess. At two or 
three warehouses whioh she entered, she eneri- 
anosd overtores on the part of insoleat clerks or 
masters which bronght the blood up to her checks; 
and on one oooaakm so gross was the insult she re- 
ceived, she burst into tears and want waaping 
along tba atreat. Farosiving that sha was tha ob- 
■ jaot of attention with tha passers-by— and unable 
to restrain her sobs— she issued out of the town 
towards a grove whieh bounded it in thq^ particolar 
•direotfon. There she sat down upon a b^ where 
some autumnal flowers bespangled tha grass; and 
wiping away her tears* she frU into a profound 
reverie. 

'Vfe*havl alrendy said that Flaettrwas exeeed- 
Ingly prsttyi and it was diatreasiag to think that 
a young jii endowed with co many paraoiud 


eharm% apd wheaa arrow had baaa those of tha 
haa4 rather than of the mind, ahoold-now anpa- 
riaaaa so mush daw aflUotioB. But thus it was. 
She folt that bar fhlhar waa almost ruinsd; and 
sha raproaohad haraalf aa the aaufa. Apart bow- 
avar from thasa salf-upbniding% tfawa was aoma- 
thing brooding in her mind«-in Idea whieh fop 
lavdril di^ past eha had riwtiad bar attantton 
u p o n^ -^HUi idea which sha I cn g a d to aarry aut^ 
bnt Iw widhh purposa aha knainwl Iha asaaos. 

Ffoalta hdd ba^i aaatad Ibr pithap* ahout half- 
an-bqiir an that iaws»4Bip«u|lad hanh^ an- 
bowafad.iatidil tpa vavdttt of IM grova^-^hMi 
iriw hafsrd’ifligliispt sSPVtanabfaigy aifld 
aha behaUi M Ib waa fl folt asaa, 
with hii hfoi 'fom aeipla 

! brown wSg^ and snmofoifod 

by 'ahal with/ilomtef bri His apparel waa 
of the very shajbUail dessription, and aeareOly 
saemod to baaa been ortgiaally' made for hiss. 
Hia linsn waa 'flw from tha aUansit; and 
altogathar ha ladkid aal oaa who might ba 
Masiad anoaiot tba mnbar of flurtunCa fhvour- 
itas. ,Wa naad hardly inform tha caodor 
that tUa ww Bona olhw than BaMargann Tha 
troop of stroUing ptayen had arrived in the town 
that vary mon^ and ware to exhibit then- 
aslvaaaft tlnthaafoeinibeeliBiat. BoMsrgant 
->^wfao took no ahiw ih the sty-perfermaneei^ 
but only manageAto Mndsr WwJf nsafrd bahhid 
thanaasa— waaiavarfoblyaaanatdmad to s^ oa 
mueh privacy as posslUa dniing tha daytima^ for 
four last at any town whaif tbqy stopped ha s^ht 
anaountat sn' ofloar sufBeiali^^ynz-^ad la pane- 
irafothrongh hia diagiilni^ Aus* on tha praaant 
eeaas^y b# hod left hfa aosipisloni at tha tavam 
whora lbsy put up ; and quitting the town, ba bad 
aoaghi^Uia gtdva with tha inlancion of plunging 
info its depths and wpoiiag himaalf until tha 
AadSa of eviAf closed in. While threading hie 
wfor foto the midhb of the wood; he beheld a fomala 
seated upon a bankc and bafora aha harsalf had 
raised her odnntmanaa, ha had raeaghiasd Fl- 
ndtta. 

It immadialabf struek Ba Karganx that tha 
young girl had either been eompeUed by oueum* 
ataneei^ or else prompted by bar infotnation, to 
abandon bar hosse and launoh herself fbrth in the 
world in ssardh of him. His natortl prUe end 
ooneait ingaBdered this bsUaf in a monant ; and 
in other rppaota it waa oartainly natural anoogh, 
whan ha fonnd her so flv from her native plaaa— 
tha more aspaeially aa it navaratruek Ba Hargans 
that her folhsr might have lost his sitnatioB 
through his daughter’s imprudaaas. Ha did not 
howavar immMUfoaly advanoa towards hari ha 
•food still for a few moments to sea if sha rae o g 
nisad Urn. But aftar simply glanaiBg at Ba 
Margani^ Fbatta averted harayasi aha had not 
tha lamokast saspk^ that in the eompaMlIvo^ 
mlaarabla ^aot bafora bar, sba bahald tba hand- 
some, alagant-mannarad, foaolnatiBg individual who 
for several hours had obtained over bar hssrt a da- 
graa of iafluanaa suah'ia in oidliiaiy eases an 
aaquaintanaa of mantha and ymn could soares|y 
have angandarad. 

Ba.liaifaaz looked arbnndi Finatta waa avi- 
daotly alanai shs hid rslapsad into her gioonv 
lav ar i a ih a was i^pawnt^ In a dJatranad alate 
of mindi Ba Xa^ns tt a wfoi b flril eoanrinoad 


TIIK MrSTCBiSt or Tkl Odt^AT. 


that fhe wi^ a wanderer, either voluntary or out- tliia diftfuieol' U was ho^ lo mudh to A«tiil in 
atet, from Ijbe pstemal homo; and touckcd by her eyentually effeciingf mj eBcaph trobi tbe pdrsuii ehl 
asoeediog beauty— of which be had retailed s after nte, as to carry out a oesperate purbdse wbihk 
Tmd impreesion, though nut one particle of real 1 bad formed. It was my intention to dare every- 
lo¥e did be experience for her— he longed tb pos* thing on yuUr abdoimt— to retrace my way — yes, at 
MM her as a mistress. any risk, no matter now great 

Approaohing her, he said in the most bafhio- y Oh, tbep, ydu really love me P^' eried Mnotio, 
nipue oeeente of his naturally iino voice, ''Fioette, a joyous expression appearing upon her couple* 
ao you nut know ihe P" « . i . ' ^*^^‘^*** ** yoii were coming in* March of meP" 

Fur an instant the young damMl stprmoe i^l ** Yesl And now that we bays uicl, dearest 
suddenly stu^'g by a Mrpent.lilrking amidst the | one,'^ said Se Jdargaux, “ it sball bo to part iio 
groM whereon ibo sat; and, her dark byes swept mure 1 Will you 
their looks hastily over ile iCargsttX^S 6>rm. At aoM P” 


not give ine a similar assiir* 


apringing up fVoin her MSt^ she sjac^^ted witp wbiic a blush sulTuscd her cheebs, she murmured, 
an iiir of mingled astpaisbaient and joy, “ &uod ** But you will make ino your wile P" 
heaveub, sir i is it youPf; . . ^ a Oh. assuredly !'* exclaihied tle Itargaux; “ 1 

** Yeti dearest jhoclte,” xe^Kmded 4)0 Msr* ^ll (‘alnl efery promise I made to you at tbe time I 
gaux; **it is 1 whd hft^p navbr oifased to lovp Ah, by tbe bye, did those people at the gaol on* 
you r*— and he thMw bispvm round her araisL' ideavuur to set you agaiust tne P did they viiily me 
Ob, if this were true r ebe cjeepletediquffikli^ lu your bearihg If did tliev — 
disengagin| berieU^ ana. springing hack a pace or ity ^oelings were too bewildered witli mingled 
two as if for tbs pvirpoM Meyiog nts eoente* joy and mrief, as t have already explaiucd to you,'* 
nance well, that ehe might icpow' whether she mwerod Fipette, to enable mo to attend to 
dared oudfldb in him. ..i . . t,, which was said a( the tithe. The reot ol^ 

*' Ves, Finette— it is true I*/ egelaimed Be Mgr* that nij^t t passed at our Quarters in the prison : 
gaux. Tell nie— doee the pseari^ppe give you biit very eerly in the morning I gathered logetber 
pleasure P Have guu been looking-for meP'*^ • niy fhw jowelt and mV little savings —three or four 
** Yes !" oiind the pbung damsfl, ,gi^ng an 1 hundred franos— and I hed." 
afllruiative in her turin) " Oh ! } ^eVe wehdered ** ^^nd those jewels P and those savings P" said 
and wandered eo far end sp wearily r ^ l)e Marivaux, inwardly chuckling at tbe mtelli- 

" It is, tben» as 1 thougnt!" eri^ t)e Slargaux. gence ho had just deceived, and resolving to cut 
**Yoa were not angry wHh roe, ,ttoetie, that the eooiety of the strolling players with the least 
1 fled eo precipitately on that me'toOMble possible^ delay in order to make Fiheite bis sole 
night—" ... * cowpamon. 

" Angry withyouP* shf ejeoulated. /'Ob^ boi idy^ jswels and niy money," responded the 


I coinpamon. 


idy jewels and uy money," responded the 
ig daioMl, "are at a Uttie lodging which £ 


untered cacli < 

' IS it UOt 80 P 


Xu one MOMi 1 rejuiqs^that you succeeded m young daioMl, " are at a little lodging which £ 
effecting your OMape— though in aiidtber senM 1 have taken .in thd town. Ob t, t have bOuu very 
Was very, very sad— 7*" ^ ebonomioat, 1 can assure you ! for 1 did know 

" Ab, l‘dhmprohoad yetk dei^t jVinettel*^ miu bow tong it might bo before " 

the villain, assuming a look of tbe deepest tepdfr* ** Before you^and 1 cueountered cacli olher 
noM, while be took her hand which she abandoned pgain ?" said Be Morguux : ** is it uut so P Ah, 
to him. "** You were sad because £ was qomptdled that tctl>tale blush, my awoot Finette! Well, }ou 
to lly akme and that you were unable to MCdinpany j^avo husbanded your redourcos ; and It is so much 
me? Ah! iny dear Finette, 1 have^en traly thebouer. Wo will lly away together at once ! 
wretohed on your account j 1 have pipturedto my* Wo will proceed into Bwitserland : and there the 
self all kinds of horrors— your fatbef's indiguation priest shall join our hands in uiarriage. When 
—his brutal treatment of you—" will you come, dearest P when will you bo ready to 

** I remained not td encounter ii^’^ answered Mt ol^ P" 

S'ineito: "Hit would have killed mo if I had stayed! "(jh! if I tbjugh’t you would be always kiud 
X fled from home— I have wandered about—" apd good to me," said Finotte,— that you would 
"And you oonfesa» d**arcst gii-I, limi you enter- always speok as gently and as h>udly us \ou alro 
tained the hope of falliog in with me P" aXid Be spedking now—", 

lAergeuli "Can you possibly distrust inoP cun >uu d mbt 


Was very, very sad——” econo 

"Ah, l‘dhmprohond yotk d^i^t j^inetteT^ Mid bow I 
the villain, assuming a look of tbe deepest tepdfr* ” I 
noM, while be took her hirod which she abandoned pgain 
to him. '** You were sad because £ was compplled that t 
to lly akme and that you were unable to acedinpangr Have 1 
me? Ah I iny dear Finette, 1 have^cn traly njf k( 
wretohed on your aooountl 1 have pipturedto my* Wo vt 


S'lneito: "Hit would have killed mo if I had etay^dl 
X fled from home— I have wandered about—*" 

" And you oonfeaa» d**urcst girl, limi you enter- 
tained tho hope of falliog in with me P" sSid Be 
lAergeuli 


Mergeuli Usd you possibly distrust inor cun >uu U mbt 

”Obt" oxoloimed Finette, her onuntenanoe my lover* asked Du X£arg>ui, taking ber hand 
lighting up with n sadden animatiooi "i( 1 bad and gnsing with passion lipon ber count euance,— 
not entertained this hopei I could not bavd sup- but with u pa^slou most Sensuously dill'eruilb from 


ported myself tttidcr> the Mnie of such ierrible that which his words appeared to express, 
oalamitleal Ym— oh, yes I 1 have longed to fall "1 believe yoi^— db, 1 believe you!*^ ex 
in with you !" FinoUe. " it will take me an hour to c( 


"Bear, dear Finettol" — and Bf Margaux my little preparations— ' 


akrainedticir to bit breast. " Dearest Finette, how 

tloMynpr 


« ^]^ ^auP" she aaidf again disengaging hersaif next meeting than ibis very one where wb have 
gHMS'jbiiatfrosf** were you veritably and truly happy been ,10 happily, broi^hi toother? i wiU await 
tbisi'lo fhU id with roe?" * ^ ^ . you hero, , Need 1 hlat, dearMt girl, at 

‘ . ** Cha yod possibly doubt it ?" exclpimed Be (he n^ssity of observing tbe utmdst oSutibn P 
j |£argaux. " Shall 1 tell you whcroioro I aasumed You will^ot breathe a syllable to a solil— " 


exoIaiiDod 
[> cuinploto 


•• And then you will rejoin me cried Be Mar- 
ittx. " And where is, there a beiter epoi tor oiir 


IP Ttt ^T. 


the ^ ffo” Tio^tte t « ana von will not 

datnaet, ** that all mV pfecaulioiu atiall he tak^ > lon^ are jdu loani toj object. I do not think thiA 
n^th the most oartf^ if Mra as io (he result. Aind > you will llhen be aag^j. You must know, 

Qjiw f^jra^art fo/tbe gi^iont l" '^ou 'trill be sure to I fatbaf, tfi^t whi^eer my faultej I am ineapi^ olP 


Qpw ^reweiVfo/tbe present l" '!fou 'will ba'sure to I father, tfiat whatever my faulte, 1 

meet me hero *' ' ‘ | object of p last.** 

' ' ** ^ni |ou, Fraetfe, wil] be am tp come P** j * ^li then, Fmette, t will 


lorMor fa 
ind Tam 


^ . w.r , ,, s .. - . - Fmette, I will act eeoormorr fo 

**Withm the hoar t^t ia piMs|n|r.** she re- yoo^ biddipr. 4 stout oord, ypa aay P and /Tam 
joined : an^ him bpr iiaifd* for 4 mamept, fa mm|m & the batakirt bf the irpve until you 

V^ay/roip liMpre^bc^^^ •uidmoii'ma'iiifpIfid^'ttoP^ {df|^lfor'l^l4b 

fToette isauad from the wood, and sppd bpek of mo 


into the town. On arrivino at fier pnclrp hoo^ ** FaujwP^ i t^^giva ml' «d|^kttdM0Di now T 
^ fouafl bar father Jo ^ iffaimj WM^lb 

the pffrtoiir, up-|taira, aboira the ahop. M Vow M'ttaok mk' ' IM'-Hiiia jou will te 

'*• where have you Finetce P” ha aofHIV abrryV* ' . ... .. 

dpinnnaed : for throueh yexatiou and dl^pfSHuf* Witboat ^ 0*1 ^fOPonaa, Fmette bur* 

mei^t all his irritatile leeljngs tm^ fuddenlj^reviV^ riad ' 0ha p|pMei|bd to her own 

against his daughter. ** 1 will not have you wap- ehnnib^r, wh^tbe paakU aadMAjer oParMfa m 
dering about bj'yourself-^ybu wilj gef infi) 'mil- o tbUrobly ^^'l^bafl^bwet j 'and afingiijg thfa 
phief— aqd even wprao things will h^pan ]|o you to htrgrni Ote ajk^iMmt fofth from' W hqyae. 
than what baa already taken nlqcc." ‘ FMpeadlug atltod^* to g fttara shq purohMi^ u 

' “No, father— never !’* exclaiiued FInetteveht- bocUe'ofifft^^ pblah ibo ^geed in Mr biuim. 
n|iently. She tliMM ^ a qmmi|t*8, at whose estg^^ 

' “ Thro if you mean to keep yourself steady andf Ueknmqi fife db^b^ Saurn fluid drag: add hkvibg 
respectable fur the future,'* continued her al^ ma^pefl ffif phfol to her ba^atk she oootC 

would dq well to look ,oufc fop some empfoynun^ pueif ^ angegdiig the towq, afe 

or else for a situation. X oanpqt keep'y^" In J g igri 6f open ahe4 

ps88 1 mean to take g filHgtioH iBIielf, kfiff- tW lbi|t iSfrtfM ftitS 

ever humble it may ; fw X wi|| nof Uff f|f * Abe {iqurea W 

burden upon your un«ie, who seemi to gradflff m «P phP RQt4« W wnUati Qf the phial prq* 
every morsel of food we put into our mouthft oored at tbdbliemiit^ Shd then tped te ^e 
Oh, Fuiettel you have been iny ruinl*' grove { and pteuging Into lU depths, found lib 


“ Say not so, father !< And yet it is foo true ! | Ifargaux pnxioualy expeellng her arrival. 


raisa^^ any ineana what you require P“ . ' i 

“ if 1 could make a thousand stbnfo into ! 


irof»trkve)r' 
»^It depend 


francs,’* exclaimed the ex-ittrnkey,‘ wi^ ilbo extent 


i'lifit aiq I to do. FinettP P" be inquireif. 


pm b>skft |a her Igp, she u|)eDcd it, as if about m 
pi'Oilupa her money mid j-'wels j — and last the 


you hear me cal| you.” 

** WKafc nliilfl'a ril«* 


p/isvess tiielr trinkets of tliii liesoription. 

« A 1. I I...... L.... 9'* .....1. 


*' What ohild'a play it this?’’ demanJed thy o|^ , “Aii! what hav« you there?" exclaimed ])e 
turnkey aogrilj* ** T thought JOU were going to Marg'^u^i ?bOi tli^ ioitant the baykei ^as opened, 
tell me of some means whereby to obtuin employ- : caught sight ot the bottle wuiuli was lying t^o 
ment, hnd'wbich had perhaps occidental y come to top of ji|l the other articlqs that Finelte bad 
your knowledge.’’ • packed together ere leaving the house. 

“ It is a simple thing, father, which I ask you j “ It is a bottle of winu which I have purehoiid 


turod al tbdjobamiitia. 8hb theii tped to tbo 
groves and pteuging Into lU depths^ found lib 


Kelqtive to (hat shop which you thought of ** You are ooipe,deibeetFlnctte I" ha exclaimed, 
taking’*—’*' *PTi*gifft t* dor; “and Vlyour 

“Nonrfmse, tl^t ihqpr* wifarqted tbq wparp^b bfi 
tprokay s “you know that f have pot the picaqs— , the bb|«et» 

and it is just the sqmo as if you ware fbrowMig s^Yb^dabb'ropluid* ^|li|va pot kept ppu long 
my poverty in my teeth.’? iu (Miat>tiMe* fttA ftbsfkbr bet we tu gu ?• ip which 

“ But IS it not possible,’! proceeded Finatt^ *9 to dtrwthm aiw we tq bo|Ml our way ? and bow are 


I 4fpee4^ dear girl,'* said De Margnux, “ on 
xt^ roaources. To spi^^k, frankly, I 


iiioro^i' bitterness, “ I might enter in p<)SseMion of pm ntterll dogoded of f.nds uniii reach 

the'slii'p to intifrdw. Tbic as it «s, that ides ia pll Slritat’rlnDq ; and there But inethuught \uu 

vain ' And now, l-'ipelto-—’* • speko of a few httodrod IrancsP^’ 

•• l-'i'.hfr," she interrupted hi'u— at the saiqe “ Yh," rejoined Finelte ; and then, with an oir 
:iii.e giizing on his eoiiMtenancc with a peculiar , of ingeppousneiB, she asked, “Will auph q luiii 
higiiilieiiuci, — ■‘will }uu follow my insirueiiuni ?— ■ suAic^ to Tnke^us into BAitaerland ?" 

1 iiiiMii, will \ mi net .iivi ding to the advice X am ' *'To' bt BUfer* exclaimed Do Alargaux; a:id 

abi'it to gne jouP" ' greedily anridua to ascertain the amount which, 

’■ Win, wliut docs I Ilf girl pieaii?" cxelairneti tlirough }be n)e(l|qgi pt Fmette, he (luiught him- 
l:(>r sire, thinking for a muineut^ChuC her PUi'lleets self able to eoinmsnd, he added, " liut let us as- 
«ioif nir-eied. " certain pr^iaely the state of our finances. 6ome, 

■’ Vou must ask me no qiiea'i-ms, but do a) I ' ie| ul sit down tor a fov lumuies; and we wiU 
cii . . .m( •*’ — find t'le'f ufls Boiiifthing in the diim- qfliberate on aqr plans.** 

>1 r*. 1-iok and iiiiiiiTi' r wiiieii induced her father to The damsel sat down aceordjni;h ; and Do 
iiiini.l very scriouslt to ! lie words she wf if about . Msrgaiix placed himaclf bl her fide.* tfulding 


" l*i-iic%iro n stoqt cord," sli9 replied; “qnd ju irientiiq of iewols j^i respcei i » a French turnkey's 
hall un-hiiur come to the verge of (hat griive daughter iiiould appear strange tp the Fngliah 
whjeh you pereeivo qt llie extremity of this b>pg re 9 *itfr, wo may as *ell ob»i»rvo that there are few 
ItTr*-'!’ ' 1^** penetrqto into the gvovo uoti| females of the humbler class in France who do not 
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Ipt oat nfriotaiDta** rotpoDded Finottet *<forI 
know BDl whtlhtr we ihouid hate (o joamej oa 


"HoMiiif ooald oome more •ootptakltJ” es« 
ililBMd Bo Morgeuz: ••for I am mdbotiag wiih 

"Okt kow fled I em,*’ cried Vw0Mo^ with ea 
erpTicrioa of ioj upon her eoaoteoenoi^ **«hel I 
riioM kete ked tliic feretkoofkil** 

ISuM^wakiiif, ike took ottiaiokollliiMa tke 
keikek end bonded it to Bo lCM%iHK. 

em efroid it it oalj poor wii|tb*' obottfo j 
Flnetlet "fbr I did oot likt'to ko loo ontiofe- 
eeiit " 

**Bifh 4 door fUr mU po'lCvioMb 
hoTo no doakt it witt b# food oprmli farioo to 
eelebrote in n loBf dro.ofkl'rtllif ketvj fkooHnft 
wbiok boo nolotod 00 to ooik 
With tkoio woidik Bo ktfMOC omM tko 
bottle to bio lipij iiiidkitaite «Mdlt»ottooiklMt 
ettkotiiDOb ho wbibod 'p ooo|Idmilwqo|M<F.^ 
llnetto wetehod kin irfih d.dotfite 
ooonteaenoib-ootdr liMfoyO boiotf oriiif 
tortor.— until lU iu.u oMMrt tlw bp^ M from 
hio koadvMid ISib fiwowiHit!itr _ flf Ibii ooBtonti 
forth nnoin the enee. IteeMo mnaw 
up to hot foot, A^dertila bM » C^PMOono 
iAopkoo henolf otoudh hdbdUni STtko 
Tilkun ohonlcl not be enablda bodokornmkN 
dhiet. A taid.lQM eipMihm mMnfy took 
poooeooionof kiooQionjhoiioAoOi koJtWvotozioe 
bomthoboaik--biitkeooiddnoti oadori^ihe 
Bordo, tnoekoiyi'* nponldt BpOilut 

oeak kdokiSrUdk MOlpflt n hSo. 

" Ak, ftir& IbMn^Sdkfoii tea^t mo !'• 
ozbliiinod Finottoi and then ike oriod out, 
^Fnthor-lrther, oome r 
In a few momeBto the xmi^delppRiaQhof odmo 


end her ifapo woo qakklk^ upon the o|^ He 
beheld on nnoonioioaecfoim Upf vpot the 
bonk ; the flnt idee wMh otcwS tf^ 
the man woo deed s end wi^ fkU of kor- 
rifled aloam. he gienoed top>Mlojie.deOliiiitori 
«*Hi io net deed, totborrWina^ **bkio 
only OR that oentinol woo tVe ftNr eSehi Ob the- 
oorgo of the aooiA Xhe loom he keo taegkt 

<«Wliet, Vinettof^ rimlotod bot.:!^, ko a 
light flooM in ante hlf aindt ^ S pamfCklof 
But no! Whet dooo it eU moj^r Ikip io 

-Ytt, fldkor^** ooU tko dtatol, qoikbr) ^thb 
ioBtltofoun. Bind bfip^kek jour primor-^ 
yoa eloM hate ooptorod kljOH-thoio > nono to 
diipato yoop right, to tke lewade-Dor todooftond 
• ohuo ot$L And it inA «Mblo you to tkko 
poooNiioB of tko riltOp to ttonowl*’ 

VInoim'ofitbir Monod iaminglod ootoniflimont 
ond Joy ot thioe woldi wkioh flowod Cram her lipo: 
end ho loot no timoin fkaionitfg eroond the limbo 
of tko nnoonieioiio Bo Hoigibis tko ocid whiok 
ko kodbrooght* 

"Bow, FMlib*’ kp otthdmod^hilf wild with 
dillgkb *lot mo ombriorthoi^ j^I«HWid jmiolioir 
no? or ter onotker oyllobU of loproorii from my 
lipal lfik«-9Poa hoTo atoned Cmf your fluillof Bor* 
'ite^atenll, I am glod tkot it boo kojntedi 
weihaB bo bote off tkoa «?or wo woior 
Ha ooMmod hio doHghtor: but oho votber fub- 
s.i. ikJ io iiio oiioio then recalYod it with oeuslte* 


tion; and ho ezolriiiied, "Why, what oilo jou» 
girlf You do not stem hoppy-——" 

"Bother/* oho reipondod, with aotrongo Mrioop 
noil of konblottonoe-oa otriooineif wkioh oToa 
oppeomd to ha?e oomothing liniftor end omi* 
noui in 1 hoYO done tomething wbioh will 
for oYor pffOYOnt me from koowing whet hep- 
pineti io in this life. ^ I hoYo botroyed a 
feUow^ereeturo to the oo^old for the foko of 
gold. All murdorer though he bo, I would not 
hm done thli^ wore it not that 1 had an atono- 
mont to make unto yoorMlCi My eonduci towardo 
thetfltan hat thiadaj,heon fraught with a degroo 
ft diiriuHilation and troaohery which— ail mor- 
doror tiiough ha be, 1 rq>cat — I am .utterly 
0^ and fer which I loathe myi^lfL How- 
e Y o r - , j joo^ father, will now reproaob me no more, 
^fkffidea hu been hoYering in my mind from the 
Wiy' fleet momont that 1 read the placard offering 
a<M«jed ipr that man'a apprehenaioa. It waa 
‘whan wa were Journeying in the di^anoe— and 
twhon I waa nearly driYen to madncaa by your re- 
pmaeboi. Oh I then IVaid to myaelf, ‘If I could 
Ourrenderbim np to Juatice 1*— Ah 1 the idea waa 
/flbibTMme and ohmwy enough; but it has 

I beori faQlWL It ia dono, father the atore- 

I mobt io mode— and you will be enabled to settle 
ymttielf frt life. Hark ! k vehicle io passing I I 
iHU rtt urg in a few moments.’* / 

With theae words, Finotto gHded away from 
ihg n t e a a n oe of her sire, who was half as- 
ioniohed, half frightened at the singular lan- 
guage ia whioh mo hod just addressed him. 
He irao not however on that account inclined 
to abandon hio prey ; and he stooped down to 
■osure himself Inat the oord was flrmlylmotted 
•ppon the limbo 'ft the nnoonookmo Be Mar- 
gaax. Meonwhfla Finette had oped into the 
road, where the stopped a baker^o oaart . that 
Waa .pkaribg Into thia vehicle the in- 
■ejiimate Be Maxgaux wao ooaveyed ; and when 
fee f/moB bakk to oonamouaneBB, he m the 
iipnatfrof » dungeon, with ohaino wmn hio 
IMbfk 

, '' Bn oMng te promt dhapter, we may bring 
thio tpiooda to a termination. Finettc*o father 
clalmM nd reoalved the reward which was offered 
flg the apprehsarion of Be Margauxi abd ha was 
eakhlod to take the ibop whioh he had so much 
(BOYttod. Hla bufinew has tbriYon; and he ia now 
a man well to do in the world. Hia daughter 
Fiaotte atiU lirea : but abe is only thy ahadow of 
bor formar aelf i abe ia pale, thin, and waited. She 
is afYor eaen to amilo ; and abe moYea alowly and 
nolNleaaly at a ghoat about her father*! houae when 
aoperintending the domeatio arrangementa. Her 
wordi apoken in the groYe, were indeed too pru- 
phctipallj true. Finetta and happineaa haYo ahaken 
bands for SYsr. 

Xhe oonfessioQ of Bam# Boquette implioated 
ssYcral of tba gang in the murder of the two pos- 
tilions and Lord Oetavian's Yalet. The wretches , 
whose guilt wsi thus made manifest, suffered along ’ 
with'lhi Margaux on the scaffold of the guillotinei 
Bama B(%uetto a^ tha rest of the bead were 
Yisttei with tho next ssYarsst penaltioBof the law: 
—and thoa Juste suoosoded ia OYsrtafcing all the 
oCbodifo who were impUeatid ia the crimes of the 
feresk • 



I mrimnt of thm count. 
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tbm mil ft Itiffft mMUiluiiiiit of domeitlof • 

OHAFTEB CX2Qnr. Mn. Oiandoii appoftxed determiiied to do 

wniiKfay |)T liftlToi« Slio tmt to tho 

THft uusB Ain> BIB BisTBiBB. sftpgtlftBnuniftblo Bthdnniiihs, aa&d ordered ft 

ooftlj Berrioe of idftte ; ehe tleited jew^niB* 
Thf Boene aow dhaages to the Britiah metro- aad aevenJ other ahopa is a almilar ma&iiir« 
polia again; and we mnat introdnoe the «eader and made her pniohaaea as if the wealth of the 
to the interior of the honse which the Duke of Indiea were at her diapoaal* Breiy one of the 
Haiehmont had taken in a fashionable quarter bills, as|tlie 7 were seat home in rapid snooee* 
for the aooommodation of his mistress, Mrs. sion, she enolosed to the Duke of Mardhmont^ 
Oxenden. Ihe reader oaanot have fengottea with a reqnest that they might immediatsip 
the (dromnstanoes under which this ladjlmd liquidated. 71ml>nkepnrdha8edforhiraTef^ 
fo isted, if not *ip»" the pi^oteouon eonioage. rtntiMpfinif o# oarriaff# 

of th!%ukei for be it botme in mixkf^Sb the and pair; but Oxenden alao required 

I derired saddle horses— for she WM a good equestrian. 


Bamqf the Bute on the ni^t of the grand I at the Duke of IfarghiBant's eximnse; aadr ha 
entertaiatoent that was giTen in BelgraTe | shorty dm amMedresolTsd not to dei^henetf 
Sqwe. fnajihSngtlifttdieiethermto 

ne house was sumptuonaly furnished I and il Thm aoarodp M a month elapsed siasa the 
Mortt.— Bounm SiftiH, 
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dato wbioh had Bake of Marahmonl ICn. Ozendon rnado her appearance, eeoorted 

hie new miitieai^ before he found that he waa hj the ihopman from below. Ae ahe entered the 
manj thonaaad ponnda out of pocket ; and that room, the glanoa which die awept around, ahowed 
if ahe went on in the mme eipenaire manner, It her that Colonel Treeailian waa preaent. This waa 
would be productive of aerioua inconveiiiencea, the oAear whoae miatreaa ahe had formerlj been, 
notwithatandittg the magnitude of the income —the aame whom ahe had encountered at Maroh- 
whichhe enjojed. He had foreaeen from the verj mont Hbuae in Belgrave Square, and who had 
drat that her imperioua temper waa likely to oauae threatened to ezpoae her if ahe did not retire 
him much aDoeyanee ; and a few little enamplee from the entertainment. 2 %en ahe had felt her* 
which ahe had firen him • of her domineering die* aelf to be in hia power c neie ahe po bnger dreaded 
poaition, bad cbel^ that hia preaage waa by no eimnre— ahe had accepted the portion of a kept 
meana ilhfonnda 4 V* bitterly onmid the unfiir- mfitreaa— and ahe waa prepared to arm heraylf 
innate ineident which had rendfead Un Ibe daft with all the falae pride and hauteur of a braaen 
of euoh a connesioni and he aaw dm jjwwaity of htirdlbtod. 

aaaerting a will od bia own if he pabli not haft lU adheted net to perceive Colonel TreifUian f 
that impecioM woittn put her (btl completely aid be waa by to maana likely to court a regogai* 
nponhianeak» dMbough d^ Ipg Mt ataa^ng^ Im #2 Mr port ; dp a young and beautiftl wide 
handeoma, andp a paiai d a gl iMh perfbotly wMit M bud maifiod about a year back, waa 
modelled and veinptiouo lidipjh iH did he laanipt tpot hit arm. We ehould obeerve Mw- 
take no pieaatrt in the patlMidl af etch t ala* tm that H waa M generally kiaowt 

treat thaat waa aapctld&tiMMaifM whiah that Kn. Osandan was the Duke of Marebaont'a 
fUiad Ua wiM driad hiaadf mlUrta-aUboui^ a a matter of eoura, them 

in her piaena t and WM iM mtfstag^- Wt whiepata It aatain quarters to that effoet. 
peramant which bu|»t wlb thtaddM^ %n of » Ootwel and Hra. TjoaeilUn were amoogat a 
aenauoua paadog, ya wag |M ddMUb M thqie group gngpgad in the inepeetum of the ipiieb* 
little bhndidimiBai tad ibqiaint fcatliHffqa gavgMdNdiMMt tMvc wa however space euffi- 
whieh eonatitatg tho tmra ra of giailt to gibld Na,Orcnden roam to take her 

woman. 4 . at tig Mlg M the middle of which they 

A magniSemit aetgf dl t tiM P M waiitdMMwM fM Mnagt|gslaiitloM/ 

right thouaand guii^ had Mr tMp iSb bfautifglP* she heard Mrs. 

been eahibited at thgaMp U a itdthMili Waitli iWtiitr to her huaband. 

in Bond Stroat. Wg ai Mw cl JPMO bfMfMf im megniacent, my dear,** re- 

to the higher en|p bgdlM 2 Mai|M tiNW oild l)pldid Mg Otlimdi la the aame low tone, 
aeverd effm were gigiM lir Mg patMam^Mo ' MN. O i i adi g board Hra. TraaaOign heave a 
set t bat tbi Icwidlar wooU ao^ aagte dag Mlliiif 4 prglbnad im wMeh waa full of longing covetoua- 
of tbopfiagwliablg 111 cr^MI^ put mte tht { aia^ go aia matiaaed to gam upon the dia- 
fema. WiOM bid aalaafOMai M Malr | emndk 

huabaadib cad yogaf Mka Mafr 99 ^^ the ImMr, my Mw,’* continggd the Colonel, 

pnrebam of Mo ift a wndM Mt With^ Cfbc^ iMl mcafclaf m » Whiaper, which be auppmed to 
WeaM bid paaafd dgoa tMir bad hi bamr aal^ to |la wife*a ear, ^nothing would 

thevo May tcmaioadl ^ iflMli ate grmtar pleaeure than to puiobms^boae 

At liBgM, one a ftm a o cih Ifcg,, Oggaden cdgbted l^lvyca^ I cMred a obeque for aeven thou^ 
from bar splendid «qd|CiP diM'thg Map Imow-but it was refuaeft and 

to maho a few purchgailt IM lid aami da lla |aiMIIPtyo« c»naol wish me to go any higherr 
previoNi day gttraatad by MmetUngahahad app ^lldbaertainlymotr r^inadhle wifo. “But 
In the windowii and haaea thii yMM It waaMa ati|P*-^d with another diap mgh she stopped 
first time she bad paipwaliad IM pcrMm MCfl 

bliahment in queatfoaf aa4 Ma had net haard el 8| ipa that you are very anxious to have them,** 
the diamonds that were exhibited for sale in the paaaaedod the Colonel : ** and it it no wonder 1 1 
ahow-room up-ataira. .The abopnuua wno served tell yon what I will do^ my love t 1 will oflor seven 
her— fancying from her own distinguished tppeur- thousand five hundred for them— and 1 dare say 
anee, and from the brilliant style of her yquipage^ the cheque to that amount will not be refused.*’ 
that ehe must bo a person of some eoneequenee— “ Ob, bow kind agd good of you 1" answered 
inquired whether phe had seen, ibe dfammidsP— hie wife. “ 1 alreldy consider them to be mine 1 
and on rejoei?ing a leepoois in the negative^ he And to eonCeis the truth, I had 10 completely set 

begged Mat Me would condeigond to ioip^ Mem* my heart upon them ’’ 

To tka show-room Mrs. Oxeaden gceor^ngiy “ gTow that you teU me this, I cannot possibly 
ucenM* Xi wea gt that hour in the afternoon suffer yeu to be diaappointed,** iota^ted ColonH 
whan foahimeUg loongtig of both eaxta are wont TresiiBaii. “ Cofne — let ua go and give the 
to drop in at euah aatMliahmeiits^ eilher to while Jewellar hia own prise, whatever it may be.** 
away the time, or to gee If Mere be anything gtw The eyes of the beautifol Mrs. Treegilian lighted 
whieh may atrike their fonciea^ The •bow«room up with ecitatio joy ae ehe accompanied her hoc* 
oq this occasion was more than ordinaijly band from the show-roonij— neither having th* re- 
thronged; and the diamonds frere the centre of iqotest agsp^n that any portion of thafr giaoourto 
attrmiiwh Sevaieal Ia4igs*of rank ware present hgd been ovmhmnd. MfkOx»js4en faebald Me door 
with their bapMada or fathersf and mngy a e^sl* uloaa bahM them; god a gandlM emM'Mon of 
ingwoadiWvhispeiHi^y Spoken from basm^ triumph iaahad in the depths of bar largadgMorba> 
lipa^ in MnlHp* thaUhedanmends would be wenaa ^ SSteae diaaaonda aie tmiy mufoiflaenV' she 
tlmiaaiiaid^ thehenisd ksaguafi. But the sum said ta the ahepaum who ha^eendoeted her teiae 
was tmihtatf and Mas Me aijolinf wis laeiaM 1 show-room. 



TBS imTtsm os tbs oovst. 


** Ev«rybiMly hftf adnlred tlm, inkUm/* hk tk^ 
ipobdftf $ %id many c^nl hata baeB madi.** 
Whailatliaprktor* in^tnlrad H^Ozasdati. 

»Bi|rht dtonMnd gnineat^ ma'am/’ waa tlia 
Rhopman'a anavaf | ” itlth a dlsMitnt of Ufa put 
eent. for raady moQej." 

** And Ikaa# am tha toBOil tarms P* aald thi 

lady. 

'^'Tbe aery lovaa^ ma’am s”— and thf aHopmafl 
be^an to look aajar ; fbi* ha peroalfed that tbara 
wan a ehanoa of bar beliik * pnrflhaaaf— h«U ha | 
alw feared laat aha ahould alip tfaroa^h hla hatfdA 

Mra. Oiandan axamlned tha dlattondi mm* 
eloaely; and all tha othar tifracniadea dnOMU 
Ifioked on with interasc — for they llkatriia twH^t 
ttiat a purchoter waa found at laat. Tbk doOf 
jpened : Onlunel and Mra. Traaatlian raappailid^^ 
and at that very instant Mrs. Otatidan aaM to thO 
ibopTnan, " I will ^ta you your prloa Art tho did* 
raonds t they are mina." 

"Oh, how uofurtunata !** trai tha Intoldntafjf 
<«Js<*ulation trbiah burnt from Kti« SreaeiliifiPa HpA 
and the meaiiiof; of which may be explained to 
the elFeot that the proprietor ot the eetahllihldfttt 
had just etepped out, but waaexpeotM tOfOtUhi 
in a few minutoa, when Oolonol Tresailia^i InOrdeP 
to gratify hla wifa, would hate been praparad to 
meat hia demand. .* 

All eyea were turn^ from MM. (Mndon to* 
ward! Mra. Trea8ilian« who with the twoMd tath« 
tion of disappointment, and Of havlfik batrayOd It^ 
could not prerent the tears fiNtm foreing thair way. 
Nuthing eould exceed tha anooyano* of Odonal 
TressUtan himself, when Mra. Oxettdan diftad a 
look of haughty triumph upon him and of aon* 
teraptuoua pity upon hia wife. The OoloOel grow 
pale and bit hia lipa with ooncantrated rage I Iheii 
turning auddenly on hit heel, ha led hia t^a Jiiwtb 
from the room. 

Mrs. Oxrnden acaompaniod Iho ahopman to the 
Cuuhtfng-houae,— tha proprietor of the aatabliah* 
ment buying joat raturnad. Ha Waa by no meant 
prepared to truat a stranger with' inch a ooatly 
aiiKiuut of property— nor even to ^nd the diamonds 
to bar houee without previous payment. Noe did 
aha choose to expose heraelf to tha humiliation of 
a refusal on the point. She therefore desired 
that he would lend the bill in au envelope to hia 
Griice the Duke of Marohmont ; and aha inti- 
iQuied that it would be paid on presentation* Tha 
jewollor bowed, and attended the lady forth to bar 
carriage. He now comprehended that aba waa a 
Duke's mistress j but it waa noaooacarn of hii^ ao 
long as the bill Waa paid-^f which he entertained 
not the alighteat doubt. 

And the bill saae paid ; and tha diamonds ware 
rent home to Mrs. Oxandan. But the Duka of 
Marohmont waa aatounded at this act of extrava- 
gance,— an aatravaganea which waa more wilful 
and wanton than any wharaby ha had prevbmaly 
found himaalf viotimisad on Mrs. Oxandan's ao- 
count. Aoaordingly, <m tha foUowing day, at about 
the hour of noon, ha proaaaded to the raaldaiioa of 
hia new mlitnal^ with tha Arm raaolutiod of remon- 
strating agiioat bar ooadual* Aha axpaatid tbii 
viaitf and aha w« prepared to give Marfhmost 
Buah a raoaptiaii at aba daomad amat suitabla uadar 
tha aiiqumatapiii* Zt was by no maaDa bar inten- 
tion to wb*a^ nor to oajola him, nor to taka tba 
iMubtoof oaadaaoandingtoblattdishnianta : 'aha bad 


be ot onoa 


•Mttinadaia ittitttdaof inlmparioni miatinw from 
the naty Arit— a ntlatraia In two sanaaa of the 
term; and ah# did not M loaHnad to atop down 
ftom her pedestal. Abo was appaiallsd in a dark 
diaaa which set off tha Mttmatry of her shape to 
tbo fulleit adfontags of its sdpM oontoura | and 
■ho frit all a woman's prido in tho oonaaiottaiiaas of 
hot grand baott^. 

!l!lia Ddiw, ftelliig that ol m mUskm had bo* 
oomootasodlttght sarkmi^ Hd komteoil all his 
oddfigatoUsildi and on stttaittlA Ihil apartment 
wbasw WkA dksndsn taaslMd uStk hia ot onea 

btoariiod ^ 

^¥o(t AbswhaoHly kpon. tnd tAatiiday,** ho 
aald; ^aifd of Isast tdlp^Uiioniildmta to 
taka anah 0 a^p wtthont piavfbim OWMlOlng me. 
It tofitfit haH happmisd that IJm got aUffleiant 
in my banharsMinaa to moat the ohOguo whiah I 
waaotonebostliwMtodto w 

"And doOblMkf ywir bahhsrs would have bo- 
nooroditoA thi with 

oinaelai of hainrittt aomimsuta. 

l thorn for tha 

worid^’^onatNiiAlhoIltta. ia not how* 

the pKtdm OUSIBAO. It la whether or 

"tb«w Is a 6 gusiilim at oil,*' intarrupted M:ra. 
Obmndalh , "On Iha Mglit that you ond I ware so 
strangely thrown toganar,yoa said tome, * 7 ou 
arO poor; t will asaka ^ nahi there Is nothing 
you can oak- whiah I will pet grant t money in 
sbuOdiiMSt rlShaS; gold; am gma.’— Tbeaa ware 
your prom^ Are yoh AalAlli^ tham whan you 
play the part of a ritlitad lot o few thonaaiid 
ponndi?, It is not the Arst time that yoa have 
made 0 grilMoa 00 aotnoot Of ipy puMhasaa; and 
it wonld> 8 aam, thanftvetoa if did not have 
o tbomiigh ttnderttandiog tigiatbor at tho outsat. 
If not, let tts IWv* it now." 

"Tbart ft atoderatioisin all thinga," replied tha 
Duka of MarOklttOttti "and you ought to be rea* 
aonabis. JTrankly speaking, I have not the means 
to luppoH sueh marvalloua axtraveganoias as 
thus— 

"And I tsB ynth my lord," sxdalmsd Mrs. 
Oxandan, her dsrfc ayes now ilaahing angnly, 
"that yok do possess tha maaba, and that you 
ihofl fumdih me with them I You ire Immanaely 
riah; and I Am positively ashamed of you for 
darlttg-*^Tei^ 1 will uee the word doMap— to 
oome and plead pauperism in my presehoe." 

" Mrs* OxandeD," asdaiiiiad ttw Ihika, makbg 
a desperate eflfbrt to aesert hit awn am^ia over 
bar impariouaness^ " I gnnnot and will not minister 
to your boundlosa axtravagaocias. If you chooaa 
to be reasonable hattoafor^ we will say nothing 
more of tha past. Two or three thousand a-year 
will keep you in affluanea ; and this amount I do 
not grudge— very far from it 1" 

"Bnougb, my lord I" ajaculatad thalsdy; "it 
is high time fbr mb to spsah. 2lbb many waeke 
have elapaad ainae a young HtidbA woman waa 
nearly morderad— 

"^y refiw to thief" demaAdOd the Duka. 
"Did you not promlie-^-«i^ 

"That the eeal of aeoreey Should vamain npon 
my lipa," aonltanieA Mrs. Oxandan, "ao long aa 
yon,famiiaad fmtkfhl to your own side of tha 
oomimSlQlOwao ward, my lord, you are In my 
ppweMmd jfOtt know it. Becollsct, I overheard 
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•▼Brjehing wUoh took plooo between yoimelf ond 
the ruflan who wot jour hired brero. It wm the 
Lady Indora whoie life wae aimed at—*' 

"For God*a aake, be quiet T’ moane'' the 
wretohed Poke of ICarchmon^ riling from hia 
aeat and paoiBg the room with the moat lareriah 
agitation. 

" Naj-Hnnee we are upon the aulijeett and you 
yonnelf hare oompelled me thni to relnr thereto, | 
it were better that you ahould hear me oat. The | 
Duke of Marehmont moat hare vwy potent 
rOaaona for deairing to take Ikb lift the liady 
Indora; and perhi^ her ladyahip htMlf would 
be thankful were 1 to gl? e hiw iabh titfannatlon 
aa would pro?e that it la none othar thait tho,MHd 
Puke of 

** She knowH^ ibe knowo iti** aMUim o d tte 


wretched nobleman. 

"Well, eh# may know ll^** pf o^ee d ad lira. Oien« 
den, riaing from her aealb m hahoii^ her looka 
menacingly ypon tho ooMf^ Pakf 4 " bai the 
tribunal of Juatioe doaa^ M loiow itl Ski aaay 
hate her reaaona for apariag fh# l&ia wo^d* 
hare nonel OhiQroa jvO'.ao oomplete^ ft lyy 
power, dare you ^lay tht-.nlggaraf dare yoa 
grudge me ch^ *.Iilh>4nre a ro« 

ward ao well earned Ibr kea||}Og yoar aearetf' 
"EooughI I beaaeoh you to aay no more I" ate 
claimed the Puke.' idiall underatand each 
other better the futoio t ^ray forget that I 
remonatrated at allr , 

"I am perfrotly willing that we ahohld he good 
frienda again.*’ aaid |Cra.-0«en4en, with the pa- 
troniaing air of an impdriona miitreaa beatowing 
her forgireneaot "but renumber I muat hear no 
more of theaa remonatranoea when I take it into 
my head to apend a^frw pounda." " j 

The Puke of Marehmont— findii^ himaelf 
utterly beaten, and that Mii.. Qtenden waa le- 
aolred to wield her power moat deapotieaUy ow 
him— thought that the heft eourae Im oould adopt 
waa to oonoiliate inatead of irritating. Jdiaaooord- 
ingly made all kinda of piomiaea In aoeordanee 
with thelady*! humomr ; and he took hia depertu|p. 
inwardly anathematiaing himaal^liBr haeing woftn 
a tangled web of erime whioh di^ by day and 
hour by hour waa enmeahing him more and more. 

The Puke of Marohmont had not long iaaued 
from Mra. Ozpnden’a houaiL when am kid gentle- 
man knocked at the front door. When the eam- 
mona waa anawered by a footman in gocgeoua 
lirery, this old gentleaum aaid. " la MnH Onanden 
at home P* 

" She ii^ eir.** waa the anawer. " What name 
ehaUIannoaiioaP** 


** What name P’.eehoed the old gentleman, nor- 
Tonaly. " No' matter I Be good enough to intro- 
duce me to Mra. OzeBden’apreaeiiou I— 1— knew 
her at Brighton.** 

The footman had no ovdera to refhae admittanoa 
lo any wiaitor z he of oourae oomprehended that the 
miatreaB whom he aerved. waa miatraaa in another 


oaaaa to the Puke of Marohmont | pad he thought 
thia old gentleman, havuig known bar ptefionaly. 
might po^ly hare reay good reaaona for ded&^ 
^ to hia ncBM^ The iaequay aooordinMy 
‘~ ^^longir to introduea um wiaitor into 
tesiahed drawing-room whare Mra. 
ip -mmm ceatcd. 

1' Ja It youf** ahe aaU^ quite eod^ mid oe|i 


leetedij. aa if it wele a riait of mere ordinary in* 
teraat. "Pray ait down t*'— then, ee the door 
oloaed behind the domeatieb her manner all in an 
initaat ohanged ; and it wae e? en with iteroenem 
that ahe demanded. " What bring! you hither P" 
"To aaaure myaelf with my own eyea,** re- 
aponded the old gentleman, "that the rumour 
whioh reeohed me u true— t^t you are lifing here 
in gilded infrmy^— ** 

Mra. Ozenden buret out into eh ironioal laugh. 
"Are you come to preach eermone to meP*' she 
exolaimed. "If ao. let me aaaure you at onoe that 
I am not prepared to liaten to them. Between 
you and me ererything ia ended, eo far ai the tiea 
of hnaband and wife are oonoemed. But I did 
not lea?e you through any animosity: it was 
through eelf-intoreit. I am anriohing myaelf; 
and if you like I oan put you in a way 
of enriohing yourmlf. Now do not be a 
fbol, Mr. Ozendeni Tou muat know very 
wall that jm old man auoh aa you are— -But 
BO matter 1 I repeat, I hare no animosity sgsinst 
you; and therefore I do not wish to say qny thing 
to 4 ^nnoy. ‘ You oan resign me without a sigh ; 
and as yoit are not ororburdened with this world's 
gOQ^ m will not parhsps lose the opportunity of 
iiapfonnf your position. Thb yon may do at the 
dame time that you will be,baneitting me—" 
"What mean youF’ inquired Mr. Ozenden, 
whose ftret feelings of bitterness were yielding to 
others of eelfleh interest, h 
" I mean," continued hie wife. " that as I hare 
lefry yon. neter to return,— you may as well be 
separated from me legally aa you are in faot. In 
plain terms^ I raoommend you to bring an notion 
againit tho Pukehf Marohmont for the eeduotion 
I of your wife— claim hoary damages— I will take 
oare that no defence ehall beoiFer^ tatbe prooeee; 
•0 that it will be neither a tedious nor aoostly one ; 
and all the Ikrour 1 aek in return is that when the 
•ait is finished you will render it the ground of 
onoMer fuit— I mean a suit for a diroroo./ Oome 
now. Mr. Ozenden. ie this to be an underatanding 
between usF* 

"Let itbeso,^ answered Mr. Ozenden after a 
Uw moments* refleetion. " But pray, tell me what 
objeot you hare in view— i-" 

"No matter 1" interrupted the lady t "it issuffi- 
dent for you to perform the part whioh I enjoin : 
andyou willflnd tbatitisaluorativeone. Goto 
a solioitor at once." . 

" I will, I will r* ezolaimod the old man. " Yos, 
yes— for more reaeona them one 1" 

"What do you meanP*' aeked his wife oon- 
temptuously. "You surely do not pretend that 
you are le^y affected by my having left you F* 

" will not disease that point," rqjoinad Mr. 
Ozanto: "enflice it to eay that I aball be too 
happy to oarry out yonr euggeationa to the very 
letter. Bnt ael havenomoney wherewith to corn- 
menoe thia euit— and aa 1 eannot enppose that any 
aotioitor will enter upon it without eome guarantee 
against loss on bis own aids — — ^* 

"Bnoughl" intermptsd Mrs^Ozendent "ym 
•haU have money :"— then ae the opened her writ- 
ing-deek and took forth a number of hank-notasb 
ahe laughed, ezdaiming. "Is it not singular to uss 
the Puke'a own money in brin^higsan ,aetion 
againet himaelf P Yetaoitial Seccb Mir. Oien- 
dmi— lake thoas notee. And now depart." 
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Iho old mo&did M lio wttbiddoni and on nolU | wm tbo miifereM who prqpoMd to keep him kor 
tinf Ao ho boot Uo way direol to an paiamoiir* At to ooaipUoaled maohinery there art 

attorafy of mhiok ho had aomo' Uttio pNfioiia vhaola within whtoto m to leeptot to thie woman 
kao¥ ladM. than wan dapMfitioa within dopraTitiee; and iho 

lira. OzendeD, haftog thna diamiaaad bar hna- who waa the wUh of onomanand the paid miatreaa 
band, retired to bar toilat-dhambor. to dram tor her of another, baoaino the paytof miatreaa of a third 
afternoon’a ride to her mafoidoant oarriage. She who^ aa wo hanaaid, aar^ aa bar paramour, 
cfwnad the oaaket oontatotog the aplendid dia- * My dear iJoidi^** ahoaald, ** X ban aa exoel- 

aaonda, and oontomplatod them with aatiafaotion lantatody to taU yan^*<-nnd ibi$ at onae related 
and triumph. She had not aa yet rung tor her how aho hid purtbaiad the tbereby re- 

maid: ahe waa alone in that droaaing-room. It fin|iBgJhiHi^ ^ Oohmal !Bra»iiBtn, and at the 
wee elegantly appointed i ereiy poaaibla rednemant laaNr tURf .gfiillnf the Duka of IlMMikiaofit another 
that eould be totroduoed into eooh ^laee, waa.to proof of$lhujpow wUA aho m- daipotlaaUy re> 
be obMrred there. A nlfet curtam, with a maa- aoltito to'wwd unr him. 
ain gold fUngo, aeparatod it from tho bath-room, AlaitolMibid haojjUly-HMfr booa u ao ho really 
wbieh waa alao moat laxarioaaly dtted up. anyfhlof pad^larfr amamif to the affair, 

the bath-room waa a little ante-ehamber,oomBiaiil- hot haeanaonto. fpnd n d tbaA, tiSia lady haraaK 
oattog with tha bad-room on one aide^ and haring wiahad to Imil ft to that agraaablo light. The 
a prirate etaireaid oa the other,— thia being Ito tho teodor now thanftoo nndorat^t that he waa one ! 
aooommodation of tho lad/a-mald, who oonld thna af tboto daqpdtoUo amtoraa who far thair own . 
in a few momenta attend to the enmauma of tho aoldih' pnib to ie ' toom to torget tho am to whioh 
bell without being forced to take the mon oirenit- th^ Hbmg^ .'lUtd pnatiae toward! the deprared 
otts route of tho principal atairoan of Iho honidf wouMU who iMM turn Ihon o^olorioi^ whaadlingi^ 
Sttoh at leaf! waa the original aim of the anhilaot and aerriloooBzfi^whfoh kept woman are uaually 
who planned tho oommodiona dwalllng | though , to wool to bbaarro to Mrda tbow who ponrion them, 
the COM of Mra. Ozenden wo iball apoafilylM *But «oa yonapi oftiid,*' ho inquired, "that 
that tha Eight of ataira Juit alluded to a a m d ■» tho Dubo wifi oifiiiilar you tro going a little too 
other purpose. '* • farf Or hm yoiu atwoMdad to gaining luoh a 

She was to the midst of her oontamplitIflD of tho power orar Mm*—** 
diamonds, when her ear caught the aound of o^opy "IToi^ iMNit Alobib'* UUiWirid Mn. Ozenden, 

gently opening and ehutting; uftdoamileappaarad' ^I powtr orar the Duke of 

upon her eountenenee. Thefeb tree o Itoht ctqp MkietutomUP 

trarersing the bath-room i the rriret eurUto WM >Xt ia^ an humottio.iboitor,** eald young direr 
partially put aside for a moment | and an riaitani muiti^l and' tha Idlto atolo Into hif mind that it 
young gentleman raroalad himself to thocyaaof moat hard eomo etlauiottroa than mara infatua- 
the lady. But not unknown to her waa ha t nor tion on Ibp Dulco’a puri ^But how,** ho inquired, 
was he an unwoloome intruder thora. Outhooon- how, qiy iwiet^ and dearest friend--— -** 
trary— she bt onoa receired him to bar armai and must not qusstioii msb Alaziib on that 

ns she earessed him with all the burning enthu- pohtf* tolu|ruptod Xua. Ozenden. " I bare pro- 
amsm of bor impassionod tomparamentb aho taieOd to taako you gny oonddont to most things 

^Dearest, dearest Alezis!" — Ihdsed I Im you so mueh that I feel dis- 

**'Yett see that I hare arailed mysslf of your posed to giro you oil my eouddonoe: but there io 
permission os well as of the kay,** responded tha that ktoa po tofi ^rr ” ^ ^ 

risitor, as he returned those osiusses. o ^Do not tml mo too eurknu^" ssid the youth. 

He wu perhapeoneof the most bsnulitol youths though hie ourforii^ waa to reality piqued and he 
on whom tbo oyee of woman erer reatad faring^, wm mudred tbonar or later to giuttfjf it. " You 
He was not nbore one-and-twanty, and, pomss ssd ora. m bandaomo it ia no wonder you hare ob- 
features so daliaataly ohisalled that if ha had bean tatoed thfa mnrer oter tho Doko of Marebmont. 
dieasad up to feminine garb, he might easily hare And doea fit not harbour tho slightesi suspi- 
passed aa a loraly apeoimf n of tho fair sez. Hio etoa— 

face waa altogether beardlessi iiia hair waa of o ^Tha| X rsoaira ririla from youP* ezolsimed 
rich brown, and ourlad naturally i hia eyaa were of Mirs. Onsndon* **Ob, nol not And now I will 
a riolet blue— his lips aomowhaf full, but portoetly toll you of a aplsndid plan whioh I hare set on 
well ihaped. Hie dgurob wbieh wae ezeeedtogly tootb— a ptob, my dear Aleziib that when realised, 
a]aador,waaofthemostblegiatsymBMtiyt hehito will enable me to do great thinge tor jon. What 
aawaetmusioalroioa; and ha knew how to modu- dumld you think ^f you wore to behold me a 
late its tonea to the tenderest language •of lore. DobheseP*’ 

Before oonttoning the thread of our niRatifo, wo "A Puohoiaf* ozriaimod tha young gentlaman, 
nay obsarra that Akzii Oliror was the youngest starting with mingled aatonishmenl end delight, 
aonof a oountiygentlamnn of some property; and * la it possible you antertrin snah a hope P But 
haring ranonn^ tha profession of tha bar fev bare you torgottih that thaDulm of Ma^montia 
whiah ha waa oriMn^ totandad^ ha had lad an §!mif manM P* 

Idle and dissipated maa aroungmaqabont town. *1 bare not toigottan It^** anawared Mrs. 
The allowanoa ha leeeired from his family waa oz* Ozandant *on tha oontcary, it' ia the principal 
eaadtogly small | and haring tollan to with' Mra. obataela^but stUI ilia not. tortoaibla. Noobitaele 
Ozangiiib ho glodto aoeaptod bar orartmraq and ia too grsat for one who has the onargy to grappto 
ylaldad to ah amour that so tor from ooaltog hhn* with it;— and tkul anaigy is mint, Alania— yon 
astf m^tUnm appas^ to ptomiie to beooma the know that it Is miner* 

■eena of dmng m pane. In pirin torav^ ao Aw ■ **Bnl you yourmlf are marriadr ariad the 
from Alania Ournhartof to h^ ,hfe mittrssn to[fyonnggittidaim with toenaaingbewlldtoBsant. 
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"Lt|fca, Alekit-tnd I wilt gtY« 70a g proof 
of mj eonidoMo. baibaod it oboiit to oofti* 
loeooo a pfoNii Aftifloli the Dake oMdorobnoblit 
he will of flOufit Mioeeerl— end tbett ha will aua 
for a dlTovea ftoih mjflelf. Ih tbii eleo ha #i)l 
•ueaaed | and on tba da/ of hie MiocaM I betecoa 
freed from malriidonial tramoiela. 0o htt io ^ood 
— *ia it aotP’ 

’ " trp to that point Indeed/* Mpllid Aldjcli« ** tba 
projeat la admiraiile. But in teepadi to tba 
Duke ” 

•• Liiten to me again/' pfooeadod bCfa Chtaildati. 
** The Puobeu of Marabttddt ii a tVatt*]^olplid 
lad/ ; and think jon not that aba Wottld hadbodtad 
if aha learnt that bar biuibdnd via maldtadtiibg a 
luiatreM in a moat auttlptiiaua' inilMMirP---tliufk 
you not that aha iroold ramahitMIta #lth Ultg^dlld 
that when abe found that tedlOQltHWaab foUad, Ibd 
would beeoine indlf ndot^Hha «Miid foU hef oHril 
position to ba maupportabli'^ih* afddld ada fob a 
divoreef And ara thM* UN aMM «r CMadf 
her up to that point f aro fhaab ddl tuok ll^|l ad 
anonytnotti leltarib for iattanaa ?^-**iiid«aaan Oey gia 
my Alexiib baaone bay aaailtaiit to a dafttin aiJt 
toot in working nut thata niini f It ia for tn 
pen the lettara wbiab ahull miba the BueMia of 
Marohmant aware of her htilbailid'ii pmaaedlnga. 
Iiot the Tery flrat eon^ la bar thi Intalligaoea 
that ha baa expended iboueaoda of paUlMa in pOT* 
ohaeing diamonde for bia tttiairaail Bat apiatle 
follow upon apietla i and let aaah one tia wtiltan in 
tome whioh ahall wound tba pride oif the Duahtit 
to an intolerabla extent I I fepait^ Wi will goad 
ber to deaperation, an ibdl if itte Mira ipily tba 
ordinary feelinga of a wodlaib ah# will aiek to 
separate beraalf from tba nantrbo irtuta hat tboA. 
Yea, Alexia^ thara must ba a daublo dfforoai and 
then->*Obl tda«/* added Mrs. dxandan, with a 
triumpbaot exprattkin of aaktoianuaai^ ** tmat to 
no to compel^yesi I mo the word daMpeil'^tba 
Duke of MartbaKdit to aoadUht Uia fo tba altar 1 " 
These are grand aolieniasl^ aubl Alaaiaa .t'aad 
you know that I will enter into thaUi. Oulip tall 
mo how 1 am to aot^— ” • 

" We will so arrange the datallwnf out proaead^ 
ingi," said Mrs. Oxsndeo, *■ that they ahiU b# 
tain to resttit in aneoaai. I am prtparad for all 
their intrieacteei 1 do Hot blind mtaelf to the 
magnitude of the obstatlaa which l%afa to an« 
counter. But 1 poiaeia the requisite' energy t In* 
deed, Alexis, it is a slake worth playing for f And 
you whom 1 loVe iO well,— yeu Who hara inspired 
ma with a passioa auah as nCret before burnt in 
this heart of mine-*— ** ^ 

‘‘Ob,^ my -adotsd friend]" tidaimed the youth, 1 
olaeping the iolMuona woman in hia arms 1 " how 
rejoioad should 1 ba to hail you as Buebeca of 
Mareblnontl" 

Wa Bead not UarTy oitf lopoft of this conTOraa* 
tiott any fortberi but balbaa oomdudihg the chap- 
ter, we will make a ftw dbeertatftna. As already 
stated, Alexia OliTir was only playing a iubtla and 
tradihefona part. He in taality anpciianeed hot 
the aligllf jit attaebmant taiWarda Jtia. Onandan r | 
it ed^ feis phrpoif to baconia baa penatohadj 
pai«pbgtr*-aad tberefora to dattar* bar in arary | 
aeagp imd to«liaU into bar fiewa. On the otbari 
hawi '^Cn. Onandon was aamplataly ihhltiiniad I 
wllh Uhti Uhd tba wonted atfongtb of bar aha«j 
gtoter waa poailitlly abaorbed in tba wanknaai of 


this paitlon. Blinded thereby, aba wkt ready fo 
give him her ccmtileteat Oodfldenae s aha foncied 
that ha waa alneara in aU ba said— that ha loted 
her with the ardour that he profeased— and tbit it 
was heraelf, and not her parse, that waa tha o^eet 
of hia darotion. 


I OHAPTBB 'dzxxrt. 

Tits LaWTsn'a omds. 

Tgg seane shifts fo a^ lawyei^s ofHco in Bedidrd 
^ Holboro. Tba name of Mr. Coleman was 
ttpah tba door-post ; and that he was in a ? ery 
ian^bing way of busineM, might bo Judged from 
tba foot ^t bo kept numerous clerks —that the ear- 
riagai of wealthy clients ware often seen stopping 
at bia door— that tha tin-oasea of bis own priralo 
fbom aotttained daada of immenae taluo anr^ im- 
, pOrtanoa, of which be Waa the custodian— and that 
hit ioaoont at his banker's was always one which 
rendered him a valuable* customer. Mr. Coletnan 
bid net as yet reached the prime of life .* ho wat 
UiteUlgant and actite-^and he bore an unbiemislied 
OhamfoeA 

It was ibodt three o'clock in the afternoon that 
Mr., Bedoliffb entered the 'clerks* office, and in- 
^adrad if Ma Coleman wer 0 *dieongaged f By tbe 
raipeetfol manner in which the query was answered. 
Usd by the alacrity with which one of the clerks 
huilened to conduct Mr. BedolllTe up-stalrs to tho 
lawyUr'c room, it might bo judged that the visieor 
was A aUant of no insignificant importance. Mr. 
Coleman received him with tbe utmost respect ; 
And when the olefk had retired, tbe man of bus!* 
neaa auid, akpeotad you, Mr. BedcHilb. It is 
fol to-day I And let ma hope that the result will 
ba da you have eXMtad— and that the time is not 
for distant wheU I shall be enabled to address* you 
by another name." 

** Itaai^ grant that it may ba so I" replied Mr. 
BedolUFe t and then, aa an expression of the deepest 
anxiety, and evetPof intense anguish, passed over 
his CCunteOance, he added, "Ob, this species of un- 

satttral warfare which I am waging it rends 

my heart i" 

" And yet, my lord— Mr. BedcllfTe, t moan," 
Mid tha lawyer, thns Snddenly currecting himsfir, 
" If the Warfare itself be unnatural, It has been by 
the most unnatural clrcumsuucca forced upuu 
you." , 

"Tea— 6K>d knows it was not of my seeking 1^ 
rejoined Mr. Bedoliffb : " or at least tha original 
Sausea theraof-«*MrffcBut no matter l Let ut trus» 
to /tha Istua. Am you confident that Armytagc 
will eoideP" 

" Tea— ho la oartain.'* replied Mr. Coleman. 

I " He will oome Co sue nr time perhaps he Wilt 
! etott ask for forther adranaei— 

** Think you," inquired Mr. BodclUfo, hia aouo- 
toftande assuming an egpreasion that was half 
gloomy, half gad,-**** think you that tba Wab bAs to 
eomptetely oloaad in around him-*—" 

" 1 am aonvittced of it I" fopfiad the lawyer. 
" I bat# WAtehed his progress day and night, I 
might alUmat aay--I have fothooked all kl| prooaad* 
Inga— I tthta panatMted all tha daaj^toteii^uiM 
>in wbich bi haa ambarkad; and i know that his 
^foUura hha baan eignal Andaofoplbtof 
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thia momeot tlie 4 oor opeood; and a olerk nftj tha eue m to the Houao of Lotda and pfo* 
•nterad, aajing^ If yon pleaaa, air, Mr. Oscndan euro a divofoa P” 4 

wiaboa to aaf jou,'* That ia mj moaning —those are mr ohjaetap" 

Mp» OzondenF** repeated the Uirjer. ** Me- we* the repi;'. e| 1^,9, ^1 
thiohe I know the pame— and jet 1 canoot reool- pnniahed that TillanOna aedneer ofaj wife." 
lect — — w And the erMenee wMdfi joa have to briof 
**It ia that old gentleman, air, who Hvee el forward naked Mr. Ooleaiftn. 

Brighton/' aaid the clerk; **and agalnat whom **1fhat evidenoe eail te better than that the 
jon were onoe employed by aome creditor— when» depraved ||oroan ia Uving nnder the proteotion of 
if you please to aecolleor, air, Mrs. Oxeodpn called the Bnkn of MarchttoBjl f HoJto taken a house 
—a fine, tall," huidsome lady— and she brou^t n for her^he ffU agppHed tmr win ennipagea— with 
cheque, wbiob she had received from 3ir John hersai cfid mvanta— hdViaifo hfofreqnentlj— 
fiteward, to settle the buainesa.*’ A' iHl dil bp pme^ it le enMeienfe,*' in- 

*'Ah, I remember r* ti*<iulated Mr. Colemas. pernttpad ^^lb^ wifi make notes of 

"Bqt I cannot see Mr* fhteodeii now— f ^ a foMBt ai new gife me^*l anil inatitnte 


the HlbMtm new give me>f»l will institate 
influir i tf— nnd tf 70a will Ihvonr me with another 
eau Ija'a day de^tlro^ I shall bo belter enaMad to 
give yen my optnlon vpon the eaae." 

Mr. OiMen natevAnglj look bla departure; 
and Imeaedletelj pfllePwarda Mr. Armjtnge was 


engaged— *• 

*' Wait one instant !** cried Mr. BedcKife^ whose 
interest and curiosity had been awokeaed bj tho 
discourse. *' You had better see thia Mr.Oxeqdeni 
1 have reasona which I will explain." 


** Then ask him to walk up," aaid Che Icwyer^ nanonnoad. TbongE fWa fothar was not above 
turning to bia clerk ; " and ahould Mr. *Ara»^gfi jegm df aga^ yob ho looked elder; for 

call, bid him wait— be sure to bid him wait r eM nfd qnid^ hnl InM ,hpen hie eottntenanee 
The clerk withdrew; end Mr. Beddlffe fald, \he ttiMi M tgilr’ ravng^ 'Mli hiir waa'oem« 
With your permission I will retire into the pef t piftaty g)^,t ttom WjtrW disp Iniae hpen hb fore* 
room— that room where, according to oud avrangf- IjMidi miwthct ddd wcMdly-minded 

mont, I am to be concealed when Armytage viaib d^fN^mn wl^ m* foh tn m had been won{ to 
vou." had tHHtftit i e *">t»dn e d i ~ *n r we aheubl narhana 

"By all means 1" aaitl the lawyer: and rising say hfwl ehanfidfotoasBeofiettled wretehednesa. 
from hia seat, he followed Mr. BedolilAf Into the He entered the oApe #ith the mingled nervous* 
adjacent room. "But about this Mr. frxe|i- neaa and httmUily bf a man who waa veryfar from 


adjacent room. "But about this Mr. frxe|i- neaa and httmilUy bf a 

den " • being in a eondjitibh to 

" Hia wife," interrupted Rcddiffe^ " is now the — bdt rathak with the 
mistress of him whose name 1 ean nevdr breath hfo. Ooleman had' ekpi 
unless to aisuciate it with aome fresh daed of crime lenicoey, and fopbeafo 


being in a eonditCbd to pay a largb anm of money 
—blit rathak with the wmeeaetw ef one who, ae 
Mr. Ooleman had' ekpeelad, eame to ane for greee, 
lenicoey, and mPhaatitnee. Xhe lawyer did not, 


or profligaoy. My GK)dl alas that it should be however aufihP hb eokatenanee to betray that ha 
so 1 I know much of these Oxendena — 1 mein thim luittripated^%|htal Armytagefa finaneial posi- 

by repate or rather, I ahouM say, by infprma* Cion mighkieahy has bait with all 'civility he mo. 

tion wbiob I have received from the l|pa of Ohrif- tibned him to 4 seat; and then resuming hia own 
tian, who was at the house of that very fiir John place at the deah^ be^m^ untying the red tepe 
Steward at Bamsgate— " wbioh held together a nflmber deede. 

( Here Mr. Bedoliffe’a obaorvationa ware eat ehort " Well^ Bfrl Armytege,^ eaid Oolemaa, " I pra* 
by the ophning of the door of the adjacent room, fjime from your punelvality that you %re here to 
Mr. Coleman accordingly left him in h^ place of Httle |he boainspa ieoordiiig to agreement. And 
concealment, and haabned to receive Mr. Oxen- it fl very forCunOfo, fnaamneh as my clieat ■ ■ " 
den. ^’Yoor riiaot inmta the aaoneyP" arid Army. 

“ There are particular ciroumatanoea, air," be- tage, wlth foveririi eieitemenl. '^Then it fo n 
gan Mr. Oxenden, as he took the seat whioh w|a client who has adfuneed it P It ia not your- 
offered him, "that render it necessary for me to aelfP** • ^ 

engage the assistance of some eminent and re- "I indeed !" ejaeulated Mr. Ooleman. " I can 
cpeotable solicitor. 1 have no lawyer pf my owpi assure you that the legal pnifeOsioB now.a-days is 
and you indhed are the only professional gentle, not unite eo iourlefalng ae to enable ene who 
man in London with whom I have any acquaint* practises It, to advance fifty thousand pound*—" 
once. Will you sot for pseP" * " Good heavens I what am I to doF' mooned 

" Xf you will explain, Mr. Oxenden, the oir- the wrotcdiad Armjtage, oiasping his hands in da* 
eumstaneea to whioh you allude," said Mr. Cole* apair. 

man, " I shall be enabled to give yon an anpwer." " Am I to understand,” inquired Mr. Oolemaa, 

" My wife hae been taken from me," reatfmed " that you bqve oome unprepared witk a cheque 
the old gentlemen: "she has been aeduoed from for this amount— an amount whioh you so ap- 
my arms by ppe who is very highly placed t t lemnty undertook to pay, and for which yon gave 
moan the Bqke of Mwehmpn,t. I must punish me tl:^ warrant ef f^tonef, exeroiaing full power 
the aedttcer— and I m,ttst procure ap eternal aepa* over your person as well ae your property—" 
ration from the wompn who has diahonoufed me. " Good Ood ! you would not talm my pevconP 
This I* the rcaaon that | lequire proferrional ai. you n^ld not plunge me into a gaol P” cried 
aistanoe ; apd whatsoever amount you may da- Armytage, looking as if freosj had auddenly 
mend ip adTanee* t .am ready to pay it.” aeised upon him. 

" Ton ineao^ Bfr* Oxenden," aaid the lawyer, in- " I have already informed yoo,^ reapooded Mni 
qniripglf, "{bat yop pu»0fe to bring an action OolemaD, "that It it not toy money whiab yon 
for dpmjjgpi againtt tba l>uke of Mhrebmcnt— have bad; H iailial oFa client. 1 am not theio. 
end that if yon be aueeciilid thereipi yen wiH forj| eeti^ for myself— bnt lot another ; end I 
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mmt eb^ Ih# iiiftniotioiw whioli that oUmt hit 
giTen me/* 

“BttI you oaa make a farther adfinoeF or A# 
oaa mako another adranoef* aaid Armytagi^ 
gaepinf aa it ware with the awfoUaet ftelinga of 
euepenee* "Jf you do not, it ie ruin I— utter and 

oomplete min Ibr me and not on^ rnln 

for loyielf— but likewiae for otharal And 1 who 
baifo anehopportiinitieal Thera ia at tidampflaant 
• project which, if entered inlo^ would be cartala 
to realiie hondreda and tbonaa^ Qh, you anal 
—you muat afford ma.tbtoopporlitaiisy^ilitbit 
back myloat lbrtttiie--rOf.Jidimli VffpeilA^ 
veraitieal Ob, dear Und air! X btattbi^ 1 
you to aid me I** 

There waa a wild bMffor U ^ lookjaad uManar 
of Armjtage— a apfoiit «f flraiuM terrain Jaal a ; 
negaiire reaponae ahonld iaiue froiu tbt aile9iiay*a { 
lips. Hiaeooatanaoea waa gbaal|d.|aUi>' be leant] 
forward aa he aat^«-*liU flM 
devouring avidity ppon f)olegyu*a, opuntananea. 
The aolioitor, who waa a Irnmine miu Mt Jiia 
heart toiiohed.by the t>efltatfi| and Beraifii, wbd 
waa in the nail mom, wia. JUBewiie niAved i^be 
iiataned to the tone of agfufabad.g^lnaty In wUab ! 
the wretehed.baiqg qpoka.*i.Biit aph aelmaf! would 
yield upon the anljaaii Hdwounewldakwai Mag 
adonted aroae from a naramouBt JMaaadtv> 

“I tell yon, air," eonpnined Armytaga^ **lbaeit 
la not nuNly min dKonor-il ia roiulhrmeifl 
iMy daughter— «uy bPon^ daughter- the aaBiaUe 
and aeoomglialiad Boa^ dir Whom I bam tcOed eo 
bard— fiirVhoea aeke I etrm |e help up tlehei^— 
eAa too will bo roine^l-ade fill N^iedaeed to 
penuiy iletif,— ebo whoi Igp. nolur known whni it 
la to want I And thtk^ bipbpm d my aon-in- 
law— tad OotaTian-*~<fih f M * draa^ blof 
for himT Jffo^ nol it' iej'ImpoanUe I— you aonld 
not do me eo muehiinlui^l .Tow would not-- ■ — 
you ere a mail of Mngpur^".. 

"Mr. Armyfkga^’* ingniiid, Ofdiuiai^ **how 
much monpy do you poi l itt . , 

"NotV handled pouitii % t^.a(M« 
almoat ahriekad forth ta WMtBbrta ^Xonghlf 

to Imm made hundrada of Huineium lougbkto 
ha richl Oh, 1 ought to hamamaaaad tr am mua l 
Butahidaoua Ihtalityhea hung Otar a m et a r y i 
thing haa gone wrong I 1 tbmw aifialf upon your 
mercy r • 

" Mr. Ariny tage,*’ aaid Oolaman, riaiiig from hia 
aaat, and leaning agaioat tbo mantP with a oartain 
raaoltttanaaa of air, "you bormwad thia money Ibr 
a etetad tune— dha inatruotieaa of my aiiont era 
poeitiva-^end howarar munh X m»j dapbra the n^ 
oicaity of uaiiig.heralineaw yet drouaMteneae lento 
me no eltometita*** 

"And what— wbet would you doP** aaked the 
miaerable mau, beadiDg Ibrvmxd ia hia ehair, and 
looking up with aa eupraaaion df haggard, gheidy 
appeal into the lawyer*# oountenaaot. 

" Mr. Awuytagw** leapondad OolaiBaa, " I hate 
already toidyloti thatmy cUenfa inatmetiona araof 
the^meat poniite ohamotar. And whan I tall you 
thalhif l| no aaerat tone that you are otherwiw in* 
dpraM^^ 7^ railed twenty thoumad 

Ifi^byiiiMmaofbiUs ^** 

X^i-^hillal** gmpad Armytagai and more 
Smiimf hemid, if poiPblw baaamo his uoan- 
tamaa. bills-thoaa hilla I Buin-|lia* 

grace-infriBiyl" he muttarad to himaaif, wUha 


aartaia taoamy, aa if reason ware abandoning 
him. 

"And thaaa hUl#,*' eontiauad Mr. Colmiia, 
"ham all frUaa into my heada— or rather the 
heada of that aame eUent to whom you ware elraedy 
so krgaly indebted." 

"But thiy ere not es yet duef* ariad Army* 
tags. 

"Ko t but thaj will be due In a frw dayw" re« 
iobed Coleman I "and how will you pay themP 
upwards of sttanty thomand poui^ io you now | 
owe to this eUaat of miaoi and you ham edmittad 
your almost total, waa# of raaouieii. Permit mo 
to aak one quaatioB. • I beliom you poaeasa the 
friondihip of the Bokoof Marchmont. Think you 
tihal he will oomo Ibrward with ao large a eum to 
iiltieata you from your dUBoaltieaP" 

"What if ho ware to admno# a pert?" ejacu- 
lated Armytege eagerly. " Say twenty thouaand P 
X dar# hot baaeeeh him for more 1** 

"So far aa my bliant ia coacamed,'* raaponded 
OolamaDfVha inaiata upon being paid etery thing 
to the uttarmoat fertbing. Or alao— " 

"Or pile whatP’*' aaid Armytaga quickly. 
"Ob^ bam maroy I Think of my poor daughter 1 ! 
Sho haa been ill— aha hea been in Prance' for her 
haeith ■ ■ - and, OhI if aha were to aae her father 
ia priaoii,it would kill her! I beaeeoh you to 
hate amr^." 

"Hr. Ajrmjtega," raaumed the lawyer, " there it 
the vrairant of attorney ; and if you fulfil not your 
angafamaal^ it muet be immediately acted upon. 
Unfortuvat^y ut i^beee ciroamatanoee all primto 
Miuga are lost tight of: my duty towarde my 
eliantprifeata me from paying that regard to thia 
appeal whioh you make on your daughter's be- 
ta! ^** 

"Bat wbo ia thie client of your*a?’* ezolaimed 
Armyiaga,dflmn almoet to deepair. "Surely he 
eannot be'ao hard a man P— aurely he cannot wish 
to plunge three of hia foUow-oreatures into a ruin 
for which tboN will be m redemption P ^ Gim me * 
•tiau^ emn if you will not eeebt me with a further 
loanl Bat to^ut the bailiffe into my houM— to 

mao upon my pemm Oh, the diegraoe ! And 

thM^ when the nows reach my poor Zoe— *' 

"Too would make mry great eaerifloee, Mr. 
Army tage,** aaid the lawyer, " in order to avoid 
this cataetrophoP" 

"Sacrifice!** ajaculrted Armytage. "Tell mo 
what aaoriSeo you demand P Toll me what 1 can 

"Thaea i$ aometbing, Mr. Armytage," said 
Oolaman,— >"yai^ iheie k something— but you 
tittle euepeot to what I allude— yet there ia 
aomathing, X repeat—** 

"My OodI keep me not ia euapeneer cried 
tbo miaerable oreature imploringly : "but tell m^ 

If there a mean# of earing myeelf?'* 

" There ianmeaaa,’* eaawered thelewyeri "it 
la the only eltomatiro to aaro you from a debtor's 
priaon. X will even go flurther ; and wild though 
my woffda may eaeo^ yet they ere aerartheleaa 
fraught mb truth. The warrant of attorney, and 
the billa wbieh ere ooming doa^ may ell be tom 
up befiare your free end toaaed into the drat the 
loal ftaoma M your daughter aaiqr be rapleoed— 
end min may be arerted from yoarael|i— 4f— 
i(" repeated Ooleiaa% with a eoMnaty atyaifioeat 
looh^<i^"if you—" 
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" Oh, for heaven*! nke apeak I" cried Armytage, 
■ow almoit wild with mingled joy and aiiapeiiie. 
^To avert the blow from Zm— — >’* 

Ho ito]>ped iuddenly abort; and overpowered 
by bia feelioga, barat into team. 

**YeB,'* continued Mr. Coleman, after a brief 
pauae, during which thoae teara flowed freely from 
the eyea of Army tage,— "you can, aave youraelfl 
But 1 tell you that the aaorifice you may have fo 
make ia immenae^inaamuch aa it involve! the com* 
plate uiiboaoming of every aecret which your heart 
haa harboured.** 

"What mean youf’* gaaped he to fhoia thiae 
worda were addreaaed. 

"1 am apeaUing intelligibly,** proceeded the 
lawyer. "Look &wn 1^*0 the deptba of you 
aoa4 and im II them be nothing there which yon , 
havo hitherto lodmd op' ha the proftamdeat cavern . 
where the moat atupendoni aaereta could poaaibly 
be retained. Ohooae whether yon will have that | 
Hn. 80 .— Fovbts Smia. • 


[ mighty aga r e t dragged into the light of day^or 
' whether yon Will dare a debtor*! priaon f" 

"X do not onderatand you,** aaid ArmyUge«- 
and yet It waa with a look ai^ ia a tone which 
ooDveyed the impreaaion that he waa aa it were 
appalled by the manner in which be bad joat been 
addreaaed. 

" I will now deal more ftankly^with yon,** pee- 
ceeded Mr. Coleman. "The whole tenonr of my 
conneiiea with y^on from the very flrat inatant 
that I aoogbt yon out, haa had one objoet in view 
—and only one object I I knew that you were in 
difficnltiei ; end therefore it wai not in a bibd 
confidenet that 1 advanced yon my cUcnt'a mon^, 
Ho—it waa to got yon into onr power ; and Ihn 
CM# reaaon did I Uhowiae And onl where yon hafl 
billa eireulating**^ dUa raaao n waa mongy given 
for thoae hU|n that thgy a^ht get into onr handa 
and paralyaa yon . all the more oomplofely whan 
Ih# day of raakonieg ahoiild conic. She wth has 
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enroctbfld you— it hng closed in around vuu ; and 
there is but one means ior your emancipation. 
Everything depends now upon yourself. I offer 
to annihilate your debts by the destruction of 
bonds and doeuments; I offer likewise on my 
client's part to restore your daughter's fortune 
with wbioh you have made away; and more fbun 
that, 1 will giUkantce to yourself a oertaiR fifm of 
money— a reasonable sum, to the amount id g 
thousand pounds^— so that if you J®® 

hare positively and veritably a ebasMt® of rod#em- 
ing your broken fortunes, the eppottunity will be 
affurdeil you. On the other bgRa the fulleit and 
corapletest revelation in respect to oortain past 
incidents whereof 1 have no doubt that you pos- 
sess u kuowle4lge,— fiUa is the condition wbieh 
alone so much will \f0 dotio ibr y^u- Vood I ipaak 
more plainly P Tour OountiOaBeo^'' added Cole- 
man impressively^ '*provti Itayood a maiiar of 
doubt that yon labonr not under |iiglitott 
nnoertainty aa to tbo moaning of pp woi4a-*’ 

** But is this a doluafam ^ am } MM Iba influ- 
ence of a diuamf «•«» 

languagi wbioh papts a>y tan 

5? wW 


praMing hi* b*Bd. to M* 
pmn 4 to fool *» if (Ml fq-H IMM 
bnio. 


“ Too noT bolipto 

noded Mr. OotroMitif 

a tiMt all bM boM 4 IBdOir # ooloultiioo* 


tponded Mrt Oolinaan f ^ ] 
you that all hat bnm d P 
You fompm^r m t m\ 
money upon you-tp W9f 
dresaed ytdUfoV tfi «ta— ^ 


onl— 1 Ibroad 
ptt who first ad- 


At this moment the door was thrown open ; a act 
a clerk announced, '*The Duke of Marahmont.*’ 
The lawyer started ; and an expression of min- 
gled wonderment and annoyance passed over his 
countenance. He was' astonished that this noble- 
man ibottld have so suddenly made his appear- 
anoe at such a crisis ; and bo was vexed because 
he fimoied that his interview with Army tage might 
now take a turn different from that which he bad 
anticipated. ArpiJtBge himself* like wise started i 
he became exeetdlpflj agitated i be looked first at 
Mr. Coleman and toen at the Dukfb a* if hardly 
knowing whether to think that the appearance of 
hit Oritce was ah jpmupected or pre-arranged 
event. But his uncertamty on this point was 
speedily dispelled on observing the look of surprise 
•with which the Duke of Marchmont regarded him. 

** What, 4rmy tage I you hers P" exclaimed the 
J^uko- '*Ahl by the bye, now I recollect, you 
have pocuniary affairs with Mr. Coleman P I bopo 
they .prs promielog latiiffaetorUy P — Mr. Oulo- 
maul porblpsl ought to beg your pardon for this 
ifltfii^on t fouy dark told fu® fbat you bad some 
ppo with ]^a-*-hut the instant I gave him my 
^ conviction you would ecu 

mo wittiout delay.'* 

mj lurd,** said the attorneyf '*I will at- 
tai|^ IP yuuy Grace at once. Mr. Armytagc, 
b#fp tkA^ kindnCM to sfop into another room. 
|(y clerk will show you thither. Wo will finish 


|'%S1K’3r£i IiDK*red .t tb. door, lod 
Mr. aoroBs the landing to another 

1^1 and tkf Duke of Marchmont remained 
amna t|th . solieitor- at least so far alone aa 

thpl pflUki kc taid to be, considering that Mr. 
^^lafiQliilb was fa an adjoining apartment and in a 
UjMdtian to ovfidmar everything that took place, 
all*. OoljSiaan pci|ue8ted the Duke of Maicbmont 
to bo ioatad t nod then said, '* May 1 beg to bi^ 
informed of the business which has procured me 
the bonQU® Pf 7 ®ur Grace's viaii P" 

Tbarg was ascertain degree of coldnes/ and re- 
fsrro in Ooleinan’s manner which could not bo 
otherwise than jprrceptible to one who, by his rank 
and positiop, might naturally have awaited nothing 
but the profoiindeet respeot from the man of bu«i- 
lifif. But not appearing to notice the sotnowliat 
glacial dintanee of the lawyer's demeanour, tho 
Duke said, **1 do not think, Mr. Coleman, that 1 
shall take up your time many minutes^ for 1 hivo 
only a simple question to put— and doubtless juur 
answer will be aq conoisely given.** 

"Proceed, my lord,'* said the aolioitors and as 
he seated himself at his desk, he awaited with 
cold and grave attention whatsoever was to ful 
low. 

" li has come to my knowl^ge,** continued the 
Duke of Maiehmont, " that you have made in- 
quiries concerning a certain Madame Angeliqiio 
three or four times lately! and to tell you the 
truth, she is somewhat alarmed. Now, 1 need not 
inform you, Mr. Coleman, that some of |is mortals 
are frail enough— and I will frankly admit that I, 
being one of those fallible ones; frequented tbo 
establishment which Madam# Angdiqu# used to 
keep. Happening to call upon her to-day— just 
to see how she was getting on In tb# Tfila to which 
she has retired— I found her nmwhdflMd with 
alarm——** 


denly eiarling a|N b# M bif 

the lawy#pv Myfng, ff f wwp In tell 


•vsriihfkH^ WMlg ag| Iwm fftowf# »y 

" j (Bsn igireeij think! 

Mr. O^emafk wthii IM 
wborawitbyqqV® 4 

unless it k# tb# equMgljpipf (rf |wjw|nir- 

ledge of qnotber*# crliiifi knl firth 
venial.'* ^ 

Armytagc reif#et#d i n MWAlflll HhAfilft* W#i 
evidently taking pl#M vithb hi# br#as|| gap , 
ing agttin towa^s tb# l#wj#r« b# said, ^ It h tpne j 
1 could make a revelation i jbvt tu vb#g gf# would 
it be turned P*’ c * 

*' You must not question me Coo far,** answered 
Coleman : then assuming a solemn sir, he added 
in a corresponding tone, "^he day is netr at hand, 
Mr. Army tage, when the Justice of heaven will 
assert itself, and wken all mysteries shall be 
cleared up. Think you that if I were not in pos- 
session of a certain #lu# 1 should be speaking as I 
am now addreaiing yonP Think you that so 
inneh trouble would have been taken and so much 
pioney ventured, if ihere were not in the first in- : 
■tance a d#gie# of eriteinty as to the result which 
was to be pranced P ' Looksst your position 1 1 
The abyss of ruin yawns to receive you— whereas 
on the other Ixand you may be restored to the en- 
joyment of affluence, an(j all your adversity may 
be tumid into prosperity!** ^ ’ 

** MjfidWh* ^ forgiven ner* said Anny- 
fflff lUnghter'i ipoDoy which I have lost, 

^h# to me *’ 

everything r replied Mr* Colepii^.i 

«** I I 
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** I cftA AMura your Griuw/* tnoirered Mr. Goto- 
man, ** f baro raoently made no inquiriM rdatifo 
to Madame Angelique. Inhere waa a j>eriod wbea 
I certaioly intended to proiecute her tot keeping a 
houae of infamy: but when abe abandoned that 
iniquitoua profeaaioii and retired to aoma auborb 
of the metropolia — — 

^ X underatand, Mr. Ooleman 1*' cJaooUted the 
Duke; **yoo wtire aaiufledf the eatabliahment 
waa broken up, and that waa all which you re* 
quired P , Then t muat have been doceired t ot 
rather Madame Anqelique heraolf liaa been mitled 
upon the point. But bUo oprtainly Uboura uoji&r 
the approhenaion that you still have your eye iiptm 
her { and what is more, that you entertain the* in* 
tention of renewing liostile proceedinjra., Kqdry 
botween you and me, Mr. Coleman, if thle be 
really the case, I should be very happy to do any* 
thiiiif I oao fur Madame Angeliquo— not merely 
fur old acquaintanoe* sake—-*' 

**My lord,” interrupted the aitorney eoo!tj[, 
** pardon mo for expressing my surpeise at tile 
ciroumstanee of auoh phrdses of eympatby ao^ 
friendship dropping from yoUr lip# in nferenee to 
such a woman.” 

” I know very well,” responded the Duke, draw* 
ing himself up haught^y for a moment, ^ibktit* 
may appear strange to any one who is exeehdihgly 
particular. But,” ho added, iilstantaneotiily un-i 
bondiiig and assuming an urbane demeahour onoe 
mure ; ” 1 hope you will treat the matter ifa : 

men of tho world. You can very well uhmftaod, 
that if any proceedings were instil uled against 
Madame Angehque, she might possibly give pub* 
lieity to the names of some of her |>riD^pai 
patrons ; and as this would serioiid^ aWeb the 
reputation of many individuals highly Plaoed, t 
venture to express a hope that for their ealM**—»*^| 

” Ooe word is sulHcient, my lord,” interrupted 
Mr. Celoinan ; ** and 1 hfsitate not to declare that I 
the tupi(^ is fraught with infinite disgust for me. I 
1 am at present taking no loghl prooecdings | 
against Madame Angulique : but let me tell your ! 
Qraoe, that if 1 were doing so, tile obance of in* 
vulvirig all the titled names in the kingdom would 
have DO weight with me !” * 

” Setting asido 'the species of reproof conveyed 
in your words,” said Marchmont for an instant 
biting his lip, ” and which may be more consistent 
with morality than courtesy, I thank you fur the 
^ assurance you have given me. I wish you good | 
afternoon, Mr. Coleman;” — ande the ]t)uke was 
walking towards the door, when, as if suddenly 
s ruck by a recollection, he ejaculated, ** Ah ! by 
the bye, what about Army tags P t know him 
well: he Is a worthy roan<-but foolishly spyoula* 
tive ; and he has always got bis brain full of ideas 
about making a fortuuo. 1 hope that his af> 


fairs—” 

My lord,” interrupted Coleman, with a glacial 
reserve, ” 1 never smak to one jpiersou unoecei- 

sarily of the aftairs or another ” 

Again the Duke of Mnrehmoiit bit Mi lit^t bo 
besitated, and lingh^d as i^ about to Say sdihe* 
thing more: but, tbiukibg better of it, hebowsid 
with a haughty outdneas and quitted the room, 
jibe ojppodiftdoor on tho landing was half opoii; 
hhd jki&ylhK AppoiHlIg lipdn tho thlwshuld, s4d 
In ah agItaSd manhor, " lord, ono word with 
you, if yohbldaior 


ftir 

It was preoisoly tbia raeatintr which itr. Cole* 
man was anxious tojpravoot ; and he had aoOord* 
ingly followed tho Duka forth upon the Undlog. 
Mo heard that hattily oxpresaad desire oh the part 
of Armytago; and bo stopped short, unoektaln 
how to aefe. 

*llhP a wohl wUh mol" oadaiW the Duke, 
aApdng tm easy, off-hdhd,* Iftdlilbrebt manimr, as 
hopere^M that Mr. OMOstamwas immediately 
behind biib* Where dan we oonvoree P* 

"1 bM bo dohbt," rbplM AnnyUgo, "that 
Mr. Coleman will peirriitt nt the* liid of tide iroom 
for a few Inttawta 

"Cforlainly," aaid the liwyoti fbr ho felt that it 
would bo Mt phttrliih-*aa it indeed wodtd have 
been, to all outward appeaHmOo— fbk him to refuse 
•0 eimplo a r«!||tteii 

Me aooordingly bowed, and returned to hie own 
^vdU odioek while' the l>uke of ttaPehhiont en* 
I tered that foOm'„ou the threaUold of which Mr. 
Armytago hki irndda hia dppbiilaMo. 

0 ^ What it Ibq dia^; ZNlFO|ri'^^-~Armyta^^ t 
mein domahded the Bake, elosthP thd dour aflef 
him, ^‘Tdu look pale— ogUated^lli eomething 
hat oxoitod you torrihlyl But 1 luppose I can 
j^ueeb what it isP ^11 those grand eehetoes of 
yoiir^a^ ^ whioh.yod epoko iOi^*ud in which eo 
muehOf ihe money 1 lent you bae been locked 

My loedj listen I" intd|^ra|ided Ardiy tagd'i " for 
it is indeed most eevtoua * 

** This is what t feared/' ahid thd Dhkd, with an 
air of siioh bitter vexntthb Ibat it almost amounted 
to anguish. ** You are agpio preM^ for money t 
bfit r hope, in llhavea*e name, j^ifi dd not expect 
aby tdore at my hands I— for whht with an extra- 
vagant mistress, and such drains as yon have lately 
made upon my pdrss^ Tmtert^ it wbdld rdio the 
greatest fortilba I"' 

Tbbse tasi Words Wedb not exadtiy uttered with 
an intentiofi of hem Oterheard by Armytago; 
but ware rather spoken In a musing manner to 
tbq Duke’i ownself-*wbile he took rapid and short 
walks to and fro ip theremro. Ifevertheless, Zoe*s 
father did hear those Words: but he seemed to 
take tittle heed of them. 

"My lord,” he resumed, "it It indeed roost 
serious -add fi beseehh you to listen to me I Do 
not ittterrapt*<— every instant of delay is only 
fraught with adiliMonkl anguish towards niysolf, 
and with ddditiooal suapeose fur yoUr Qraoe ; be- 
cause what 1 have to say, regards yoUr lordship as 
much as it dost mo.” 

"Travers t” ejaculated Marohmont, darting a 
peculiarly piercing look upon the speculator. 

"Three titnefe has your lordship addressed mo 
by that name within the Ust five minutes,” re- 
joined Army tage ; ” and let me tell you that it la 
ominous ! For besides oujrselvm, it would seem as 
if there is some oite else beneath thb roof who 
knows that 1 onoe bore that name-.” 

"And what of thatP” asked tbd Duke quickly, 
but at the same time with an exprMtioil of four in 
hie luoke which was in oCntradieiion with the 
seeming hardihwd of his woMs. "There are leva- 
ral persons in the world who know that you OMW 
bore that name. But there is bo harm— — 

/I Ah, lordl why do you not lUtenf” ex- 
oUimsd Armytagb impatietatly. "Tea youreelf 
see thet there it some barm pending: ind yet do 
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jott thuf radtiivinir to otefo off the iutant when ** My lord,** wee the req^ooM^ fepent tiinl Z 
you molt beer the truth. Liitei^ I My« my lordi hare grown inteuely eelflehi I eaa now think of 
You tie hefore you n men who is ple^ In the no one but of myself end of my deughtor. Serenty 
moot diflottlt end painful of positions. 1 em thousand pounds do I owe to this lawyer— or 
rnined^fflty thousand pounds do 1 owe this law* rather to his olient ; and, Ob, my lord t you know 
yer— or, more properly speakings his client t twenty not how absolutely neosssary it is that the btils 
thousand pou^s of bills which I ha?e put in oir* whJeh Ibrm a portion of that debt should be taken 
euMon— — and, my God, such bUls!— will be up before they are duel” 
due in a few days: these are also in this lawyer's "But, my God, IVarers I” ad^ the Duke, with 

hands Zoe's fortune made away with— the most fhrerish and frightful suspense, " what 

"Well, welir Maculated thp J>ukq now Ofi* has this Coleman been saying to you? Whatdoss 
dentiy fe? ered with the in t sn s se t and most painfrd he know P what does he suspect P There must 
ouriofity. "But how doss ell this—” hafo been some due—** 

"How does it regard your GraoeP*^ eidaimed "My lord," replied Army^, "I swear that I 
JLrmytage bitterly. know nothing as to the origin of all that has ere 

"In a direot manner, I meanP" inteijecttd now taken place. I myself was astounded I 
Marcbmont. "Of oottiso through (friendship for tiilnk you that 1 would hare wilfully dropped a 
you—" word—** 

" My lord, if you would but listen 1** enolsimed " Ho, no, Trarers !" exclaimed Marohmont. 
Armytagq with renewed impatience. "I hare "Pray eease from calling me by that name 1 It 
shown you how on the one side 1 eland npon the sounds i^nous^ my lord— I tell you that it sounds 
very verge of ruini X may notr tell you'bpw on Ae omiimus 1 The raven does not croak forth its own 
other 1 have reoeited^oAn of ,a most aftoutidinw— doom—" 

a most incredible nature— and yet ab true,^l "Bnougb, Armytaj^l" interrupted Marohmont : 
true I I may be rieh once more 1 1 may be released "our very language is taking a tone which is inde- 
from these foacflil liabilities ■■the fortune of my m^be^y horrible 1 But tell me— tell me— I adjure 
deughler, wbioh Z'hato dWnatad, may bo re* you, tell me— My, I command you," continued the 
pieced— and in addition to«aU tfal^ a large cum Bulfo^ elmoel maddened with the hideous thoughts 
mey be at my ditppsil,— all on one oonmtion— that tiira agitating in hiehrain,so that hesoareely 
yeq one oondiwon, my Imd— " know what he saidi "is not all this somadsvioeon 

"And liwtii ooiiditionP** sjaoulated Ifarehmont^ your part— soine understanding with that lawyer 
iniitica‘ wUh.Uie oonviotion that all to whioh he for |ho purpose of drawing me into the settlement 
wae lielanittg fsnit Indeed amre or lem regard ef y'ourdebtsP Ohl if it be, I will forgive you 
bimcelf. '' •—X will forgive you— I will come forward to assist 

"Your Gvaet moy beliero foe or not^ as you you I Only relieve my mind— tell me that nothing 
think fit," seeumed Amy tag# i "but X swear unto really is known— that nothing u suspeoted,— tell 
you that no syllabla eutfAva of aught to your me foiq X entreat you, Armytege— give me that 
pr^udioe went forth from my bps I no word eavour* assuraneq my dear friend— and 1 will pardon tho 
ing of betrayal, dldX utter, lio^ hj jhnaveni not little devfoe— X will attribute it to the desperation 

a syllable— not a wofdl And yot.tiio propqtition bf your oiroumctenoee Ohl set my mind at 

wae made— a proposition to the effbot that if X ease, I entreat and implore 1" , 

would onlgjSesl somotbing^— '-"STeed 1^ my ford, " J^y lord,", responded Armytage, " i am not 

say moreV’ deceiving you I It is utter folly on your part to 

" In the name of God," gi^ed thp Bnki^ wUto blind yourself t% the perils whioh environ you, and 
ae a sheet, end eteggeiing as if stricken a blow, to seek to take refoge in an idea whioh your own 
" what— what—" good sense tells you is unfounded." 

Bus he could not eompfote the centenee i ba ' The Duke wee however oatojiiDg at any straw 
could not complete the query w^ifoshe endea- whioh floated past; and like all men in desperate 
voured to frame with bis ashy quivering lips. oiroumstencec, he was endeavouring to reason 
" For yeirs has your Gvaet^snseret been kept," against bis own oonviotions. Ho pen can describe 
resnmed Armytage; "and for eouaUem reasons the degree of wretohednem whioh he 'experienced 
would 1 most tineciely desire to keep it inviolate —the forlorn desolate state of aljeot misery u> 
unto the' endl But the tempfotion to belrey it which his mind Was reduoed. Ghastly as hisooun- 
is immeMsI With me everything is now at tenanoe waq it was still a tablet as imperfect to 
elelMi eireumetanees render me intensely eelfleh; reflect all that wae blighting, searing, loathing, and 
and it ii for your Graoe to deeido whether I em soorebing bio heart within, ae languege itself is 
to owe the reeueeitation of my fortunes to your* powerless to convey the extent of that deep in- 
eetf, or to that lawyer in tho other room f*' temal agony. 

Amytogo had spoken with a mingled nervous- " For heaven's sske meke haste, my lord I How 
nem and feioluteneee;'and the Duke of Mareh* leittobeP" exclaimed Armytege. "You know 
nmnt^ smiting upon a chair, gaqped for breath. Hie the worst— and it is for you to daoide. DMperate* 
eyes stared wilder t hie oountenanoe became fear* aa my own oiieumetaaoea are^ it is to me but a 
fod In look upon in its iodeaerilNfrlo ghae^qem. matter o( indiflhienee from wUeh quarter help 
The pnnifoment of pandemonium was gnawing at may come— whether from yourielf or from that 
tlii heart within— rending the soul with ineffable attorney in the other room. There is however onn 
Anfiifiietiima, and rofleotii^ its direeti^onfoe upon thing whieh J!Ml ihoiild beer in mind. It ie quite 
fob' flmtuoc thcBMelvee. evident that whateoovor Mri (fofomaa may euspeol^ 

"Travecq"saidthoDah^inafowholfowveioq he ie very for from having a^y eerli Ada upon tho 
•e ho rose Im hie seat and approaohedArayfoge^ pefaiti it is blear that ho muel bo ttMwIy without 
"you oould not do thb I" proofo-^ olio ho would not ho prepared on behalf 


of bit tHoBl lobMko toth trontndoot iioriltii in oft ooot «Hio joa o ohtq^ tod job om bnd 
offdtr to oUdl rmlttloM from mj Upt.** ofio Io'IIbi Amtafo tho ttenrititt wblob job 

"Trntl** ijioiiUttd tbo Doko of ICtrebinoBt, b^** 
oltttohuif with B tptoiat of linrorith Joj «t tbit Tbo Uwytr vat of oowta Blltv^ Batblo to offer 

bopt. ^Biit that elitat*-wbo it bof* tup obJtotloB to tbit prottodiof ; and adding up 

**I knov Bol^ mj lord^* njointd Armjtagoi tbo imoautB togatbar with fbt inttfttl and ai* 

" bit name baa stYor bttii mouHontd to iao| nor ptOttib ba ptatad tbopaptr tpaeiiyiBg tbo total to 
to my knovltdgt bara 1 tror aton him. But no tbo Buka of Maiubmonb Bit Qnaoa glaaaad 
matter! If the lawjtr. lamain in ignoiantab tba goiakl^at tlwi|UB| imdpililM 
eliant mutt ba a^ballj ignorant——** tbo ilitMat ttrmiBattd, M ' te||t 0 dip of paper 

"And jm, ArmTtagt^** raid the I>iiktb— ■‘vitt to vA.lMoiN!^' BMo te ttip timt a«|^l^ 
fou maintain tbo mX of taeraoj upon jour Ite if aofatk^bnltlii add ImOdliU^viitlmto ICkiOolo* 

I make tbit enormona aaoridoa on jour behalf P' man. BlIllMr tkr'XMka not itffffNia ima g in t d 

** For how many yaan^ my lord, bare I alrtady toraammfl tbat tbit lal tm htid Mg ftftatnot to 
kept that aaoratP** atkad the apaoulator: **aad tho prtttn t protttdiogtf tod at tBi temar oon- 
think you it ia a aaorat wbieb I ahoold viUingiy tfniiad to vrita^ tbo bMir ViBi am lamlfbig tba 
rtTaalP Think you, in a word| it would ploaaa mo idaaa tbit ^vana it bb mlid» * ffBa oboquo war 
to proclaim to the world that 1 baya to long ran- oomploludi ^md tbim Anagtaiph atoopi n g orur 
da>ed mjaelf an accomplice, aa it ware— yoa^ an no* MandiBaoBga ahOBldar, w b ItpaMi In bia oar, ** At 
oomplioa by my Tcry ailenoa— tbo aama time your Chiaoa muat giro am tho draft 
«< Enough, Armytage!*' ijaealatad tM Duka of ftr the alghlg tboumnd tbal lumaiBa. to ba paid; 
Marchmont. ** I will do all that ia naamL What- ao tbal afarylBag auiy ba bow aatllod at onoa.” 

aoerer they propoae ^** j * And wl^ BOt priaM tl y,or to-BBonow P* aakad 

"The itema may aood ba aummad up,** aaid tbo Bukm likawiao ipaaktiig in B wbbpar, but 
Armytage. ** Serenty thonaand poundll to be paid burriadl^ and ofM aaigl4y* 
to thia lawyer— Zoe'a loat fortuna ofalsty thou- '‘Baeanaa^ I imab arilfyfldBg mail boaatUad 
aand to be replaced— that makea a bundrad and at ooiai,'* litumad'Apytago wftb a raaolBta aiiw 
thirty tbouaaad. Tbep aay twenty thottaand ftr ^TboaltanallYaaaiBbafbmyBBi yuB batfo abOMB 

myaelf ** ^ your own oo Bw a ■ " > V * , 

**A hundred and fifty thouaand ppundaf* M- **Wall^ 1^ it ao^** btlal rup ta d tbt Bakai aad 
claimed the Dukei **the aacriflca ia immanaal taking of pyanMbagMlO Wltlo tho 
Nerertheleaa, it ahall be acoompliahad. lial ua aaaond mgMi ' ' 

compoae ouraelTea— let na calm our faalingib if poa- ICaanvIiuo * Bjr. Oii|aataai bad vaad tbo lallav 

aiblel” wbitb tbo oMt had Ifaeld Id Ida bandi aad a 

Marchmont aat down, rested hii elbows on bia gleam of aotiahotioB mlagtid with tba aipraas km 
kneee, and buried hie face in hit hands. Ba wiaa of aslonishmanl whiab appaaia d ipoB bia ooan- 
' exerting all his power to tranquilUaa bia mind auft- tananoa* Tba Buka aM Armylaga waia too 
I eiently to meet the lawyer and' terminate the busi- mooh abloibad by vbit waa than taldug plaoa ba- | 
nets. Armytage had far leaa diffleulty in oom- twaan tba^ tOBOliai tho aAoi produM on tbo 
posing bia own oountenanoe: fog tharo was now attornay og tbo Wttor bo bad raaal f a d i aad ha 
joy ia hie heart— be wae to be reieood from all Ba hunsalf Ibr a ftw iasMbta appaarad irvaaobala how 
* embangaamenta, and without the dreaded altoraa- to oot. That indoehioB wao boworiv of on|y 
tire of luTing to make any rayeUthm whatsoarar. traadsBt dmrailiQni a^d soddealy lagipf kia hand 
** Now let ue njom the lawyer,'* aaid tho Boko umm tho shonldar of Armytage^ tbo lawyer ob- 
of Marohmont, at length rising Dm bieaait I but oiMmad, '*8lopl tbo maltor ounaot bo aottlod 
aa he withdrew bis bands from his oountenanoe, Uma 1 ** * 

Armytage peroeired that the traces of a lueant "Wha^**ailadtlioBakaQf IforahaMof^apriag- 
oonvuleing agony remained thereupon. ing np in terror to Ua ftati ^ what maan youP* 

They isau^ forth together from the roomf and **1 miipj^ raspoBdad Mr. Ootoman, flxinf Ua 
Armytage tapped at the door of Mr. Ooleman*s eyre upon Armytage, althongh ansimring tbo 
privato apartment opposite. Thia gantleman at quaaliott put to Um hf tba Dm,—** I moan that 
0 onoe opan^ that door; and the two passed in. ' tho bUlrwUab I bold in my peaaaaa i on, oro far* 

** Mx. Ooloman,** aaid tbo Buko of Marohmont, gwiao— and you» Me* AmyUg^ ba? a bsM guilty 
with aa almost pratarhuman exertion to maintain ^ a ftbn'a eeimo P* 

bis oompoBure ^ " my friend Mr. Armytage baa con- It wal a ary of aoguiab wUeb rang from the 
suited mo in raopaot to Ua affaini bo has anuma- lips of Armytago— ot Ibo samo timo that an q|aaB- 
rated all Ua liabilitiaa— and I feel inolined to aasiat lation of diamhy burst from tbo Buka of Maeab- 
bim. Of oourao you youraalf will njoica fiiat tho mont^ aa tho frightftd oonriotlon dashed to Ua 
matter ia to be thus taraainated io a way wUoh mind that frir nduad apaeulator was now ooou 
will raatora your aUant all the monoy ha has ad- pletely in tho power of tba attorn^ and Ua uBp 
T anood.** known » 

M Mr. Arngtago ia of oourao tho bast Judge of At the aom# moBBanI bos^ ftetatapa van baaid 
bis own adhiri^ my lord,** xapUad Mr. Ooloman, aaosoding tba otaimi tho* door waa barat open-* 
with a truo proftasiootl ooldnaaa tad grayity, and thraa other ptraooaiyptaMdupQB the ataam 
though inwardly ho waa aupiomaly annoyed at tta 
turn that oiroaoMtaBoaa wora ihua taking. 

"IbaUofi^ Mr. Ooltman,’*prooaadad the Baba 
of Marehmont, "that your own demand upon 
Mr. Annytago ia aonif aofuntytbooaand pounds* ^ 
but if JOB wm giya mo tho piioiaa amoBnti I wft* ' 
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TBS tRBAORBROUS UIITDOO WOKAR. 


her droamt did the make tboia rerelatums which 
CRAFTEB CXXXVII. tiare oonvejed to our knowledge all the wickedca^j 

of her oooduot. But iho will reboTer^ Oht^ 
TBS tmiAORBROUS UIITDOO WOKAR. tioa— *’ 

** And it ia jrou, answered our heroins^ 
WuRR last we spoke of the ajah Sagoooah, it was *' who will hare saved tho lifh of her who sought 
to describe her lying in her couch at Queen In- to take your own!** 

dora's vtlla^ and ttiaking unconsoiaua revelations " Yes —she will recover/' continued the Queen^ 
rrspeeting the past^ During the bight of the day in a rousing manner, yet e'^aking audibly; "and 
w hith followed, a glesok of intelUgenoe came back she will have leisure for repentance, if her heart be 
into Sagounah's mind i it fluleA away— presently suioeptible thereof 1’* 

it returned— it subsided agaib<«*dad then it earoe " Have you deoided, dear lady," asked Chria- 
back with •increasing power* dhe was altogether tina, " upon the course^ which you intend hereafter 


recovering her conaeiouanevi* 

Long before momibg dawned on that nighji of 


to adopt with regard to her^" 

" You know, Christina/' replied tiidora, *' that 


Which we are s|fMkidg; ^ageonah was In complete it is my hope and expectation to bo in a short lime 
pcimssloD of her mental foamlfiSs ; and though the enabled to return to luy kingdom ; and if no fresh 
uttered not a werd^ ,sbw Itdi imw aware of litf cireumstanoes transpire to alter my plan, I shall 
position and ci the fr^htAmltMl^ which had take Sagoonah with lue. But never again can 1 
befallen her. Collecting big ideaSi she settled give hor my confidence — much less restore her tlio 
them upcm that ttCflSerabld.efcning when disguised love which/ all menial though she were, I was 
in the apparel of her n^lstresi^ and ladtu alsowvith ^wont to bear towards Lor ! The remainder of her 
the treasafe pllindefed fooni ‘the Quten,'^shu had life must be passed iu stvieicsi sootubion at luder- 
ioteudod to aseape foom the ttllai but only to be abad. If she be truly penitent she will not grow 


striekeu down by an saHUisia's dagger 1 


Impatient of that oompuls iry retirement to which 


Bythehedaido the perMiv^- an elderly Woman it Is my purpose to consign her: but if, ou the 
whom sha had no dilfecity*^ ia recognising afi a other hand, her soul shall continue to cherish ran- 
nurse ; and presently tho QuCtfn herself entered the eorous thoughts, it will be all the more necessary 
ehamber. Sagcenah doped her cycat aind,np]lcnred that ^ should be deprivedHif the power of doing 
to be sleeping pnfoiitidly. Yhd dune A^e4 the miechiei'.'f 

room fur some purposes Indora bsiV&er the "Oh I let us hope that she will be penitent !** 
ayah; and Cntertidniag not the al%htesC eusploion said Christina 5 " let us hopu it, chiefly for her own 
that the treatoherousHiiidfio Waa now in possession sake !" 

of her reasobing ilaeultits, her liajesty gave audible Here the oooveraatiun tortnimilod : but not one 

exproaaiob to the IbCugbU that were uppermcit in single syllable thereof had been lost to Sogoonah. 
« her minds ' She now comprehended that nil her iniquity was 

*'0 Bagootahi fiagoooahl!* she murmured 1 known; and that even liie most terrific opisudo of 
** bow odiM you have been so wicked^yott whom j her criminal proceedings— namely, that of the 
loved and Crusted P" cobra dl oapello— had eoa^eii to bo a royatery. 

Ko change upon the ayak^scoauteosnoe denoted She saw too that an eternal imprisoaoient in her 
that she beard or eompreheiided whht wae thus own native land was to be her doom —unless in- 
beipg said^p^nd Indora^ wiping «way. the tears deed she bvrseif- should bo euablrd to frustPate the 
which had trickled down her eheekpi retired to an designs of the Queen. But that this impnson- 


etteman at a little disCunee frem the couch > 


ment was intendcffl to bo associated with the most 


seating herself there, she fell into a profound re- lenient oircmnstances, Sagoouah comprehended, 
verie. Shortly afterwardhCbristioaiAshton entered not merely from the way m which her Majesty 
tho chamber; atui having bent over tbOUyab^w horn spoke, but likewise from her knowledge of that 
she believed to be still steeped in oi^icnficiousneas, royal lady's disposition. Nevertheless, tho thought 
she gised on her oounUnanee for a few momenta, of such oompolsury seclusion was sufficient to fill 
Then, heaving a profound sigh, Obrietina turned the soul of the ayah with dread and ounstorna- 
towards the Queen; and toffi in a half-busbed ' tion. 


voices " Think you, dear lady, that Sagoonah will 
ever recover P" 


We have soon bow conscience had been actively 
at work when reason's governing power was ab- 


** Yes — phe will recovti^" responded Indora ; sent ; but now that tho intellect hud recovered its 
she is evidently nuob better. This much X can balance, and that the mental faculties had resumed 
1411 by her connienanea* But perhaps, my dear their empire once again, the evil passions of the 
Christina, it weni better fof her own sake that she ayah ehabled her to stifle all those reproaches of 
should fieest* recovisri— for if she have any good the monitor, wiihin her bosom. Her crimes were 
ftsAiag left, the remainder of her life must be spout known ; and in va.' ugaiu could she look her mis- 


amidst the agonies of rem'orse."e 


trcbS in tho fact* 1 Besides, to become a prisoner 


"Oh, yeiidear laHjI" continued Christina ; "so for the rest of her days— this was intolerable t 
much winkednessis inouiDprebensiblel There was And to know that Indora would enjoy happiness 
such nflnement ia it that one is almoit juaiifoKl in in tho love tf>f Clejncnt iiudeliffe— this likewise was 
fancying that the spirit of a fiend must have in- mure than the jealous Sagoonah could possibly 
spired her for the time 1 The snake— —O heavens I make up her mind to contemplate ! She loathed 


1 shudder when 1 think of it !" 

" And well may you shudder, dear Christina/ 


make up her mind to contemplate ! She loathed 
the very idea of the kindnesa which she must have 
been experiencing at tbs Queen's ban^y sinoe the 


rejoined the Queen; "for it was terrible 1 Even eveuiug when the dagger of the assaasin struck 
while the reason, of that wretched girl bad lust ill her down ;-aqd thus her eoul was in every sense 
guiding power, yet was couscionoe at work, and in] filled with gall and bitterness* Penitence and ie« 



TQV XTBTIIBXVS QV TRIE OOTTHT. 


fQont R«ra 4^i|ip«libl« with mtoh « dff- 

a.k>» 

«i|fi ytKlt tpd fe«hl« to move from i 

her eotteht bat the wm resolved to tike the ear- ! 
liest opportuoU^ not merel.v to eteape from the j 
villa, but likewise to oarr/ out all her' origlaat 
plans of vaDgeaoee. In tbo meanwhile it was 
Becessarj to dissetoble. . Sbe must give nu siip of 
coiAciousnesa— oi else she would be questioned ^7 
the Queen 1 perhaps she would be reproimbedf«* 
at all events it suited her purpose in everp frap to 
simulate a prolonged uneopsciousueia m 
thing that was passing around her* 

Thus several dajs elapsed ; and durin|^ this 
riod Sagoonah so well played her part, that no OQg 
who entered ber chamber entertained the repiopi^ 
suspicion how vividly the light of reason toul ilaippq 
up^hgain. It was as if a lamp were bum(ng witblU' 
a tomb which the unsuspicious passer-by eonooived. 
to be inwardly plunged into obscurity. « Sagoonah 
fi'U her strength rapidly increasing; and she soon 
saw that the moment was^ appronohiQg When i|he^ 
inusbput into execution her project of psoape. QChe 
medical attenflant declared that physically she was 
past all danger; but he expressed to the Qi|^a^ 
and Christ urn his apprehension that hep reason wqs 
gone tor ever — this being the only hypothesis jo 
iiccount for that seemigg absence of consoiousneas 
which the wily and treacherous Sagoonah ao effco* 
iually simulated. And she heard the pbservutiona 
which were thus made by the side of herooooht 
an<l never once did a muscle of her face move sas« 
piciously^ never once did a rush of blood to her 
ebooks betray her knowledge of what was thus 
passing arcund her. Surgeon, Queen, Christina, 
nurse, —all were deceived 1— all imsgined that Sa- 
goonaii remained in utter ignorance of her position! 
They knew not that within that apparently uncon- 
scious form the darkest passions were agitating— 
tho d*'»*pn«it designs wore being formed— and the 
^ vitality uf the intellect itad sprung up with i^u uu> 
impaired power. 

D.iys passed, as we have said, jiince ber return 
to consciousness ; end Sagoonah was now watching 
an opportunity of escape. It failed not to present 
itself. One morning after breakfast, when bt^h 
the Queen and Christina were in tho Hindoo 
womHu's chamber, the iollowing brief dialogue took 
place. 

** It is my purpose, dear Christina,*' said the 
I ^ Queen, "to pay the promised visit this forenoon to 
Miss Isabella Yincent. You know that X assured 
your brother X would take the earliest opportunity : 
to form that young lady's aeqaaintanco ; and indeed, 

X begin to feel the want of a little change of air 
and temporary recreation, no matter bow brief !** 

"It is exceedingly kind of you, dear lady/’ an- 
swered Christina, "to think of one in whom my 
bi other is so much interested ; and I am ridoioed 
. that you are about to seek some little recreation. 1 
will remain with Sagoonah during your ladysb’ip'a 
absence. ITot fur a single moment will 1 leave 
the chamber, nor abandon her to the Ale care of 
tho nurse." 

" It is not so Becessory^ my dear Christlua/' re- 
plied the Queen, to bo ae partioulfir now os wt 
were wont to be in the first instanee.’ There can 
be no doubt that fiagoonab’a reason is gone— and 
it may be for ever! On this point the medical at- 


I t^ndant has fpokap fpopl, pof|ttvfly ; apd I eannet 

I but concur with opinioii. l^htps in ona 
MDse it it fortunate for her tbpt she should h^va 
lo|l the memory of Im i^s^eed* wUoh she Ijfs 
. committed ; thqugh in anothtf eeosa it may be uu- 
pnfoftuntte,— for If tjifs etote df mental turper 
s^pq)^ fsqntlnde, ghe' will £at^ no pjpporiumty to 
^pent ^ her sins. But es'jl vfy ofijsrving, 4 ic 
po jdqgey needful!, piy depr ph'ristlna, to watoh so 

.OTf rw -HI nnr 

ttQir end tliep' ytolt the ehamb^ during my ah- 
scM It to Imleed, f wm tblnnof that 


if dnfjiltgwi tdo or tfiffe bburi Xtofyboawpy 
I W tjHj^ vfljq woujd de i»d f 

dew M/J*" 

vqttoo to ber At whiMsliuiids ^ j^od reo^rofl w 

•meny fcetifqts. 

^ It Is l^o' fif Utile tofylms,’* conHqped the 
Qua^ " Whi^'lMgiboaall wm srunt to par- 
toym-*! towm, th® ampjt^ent ' of tiy lawel 
^oMkptp. The;^ i^qolfe ftoqmt eupervision, and 
likewise to'|!e fibbed by a nefiMta hand ; m that 
it is to noOO of tho tomosties tliat 1 can entrust 
the dutyf* 

«*Xt ahfdl be pertormed to to# |t>sk' of my 
ability,** iMpoudod Qbristtott f pnd 1 hope to 
your lidyehip’> sotisfaetioo.** 

This dUiogqe, as we hava sa{d, ,took plaea in 
SiwuonahV Camber,— the Qumo and bar young 
friend being utterly unsutpietops that every ayl- 
lable' was perfoetly comprdhehded by tha ayah. 
The nurse was abseot et to* tnoment 1 but aho 
speedily mode her ippearopoe; and while Indora 
ber departure in the carriage to nay the in- 
tended visit to Miss Vincent, Christfoq repaired 
to her Majesty’s boudoir to cominsn^ toe task of 
Inspvcriog and arranging the gems* and Jewels of 
inesi;niahie nrlce whicl^halqoged to her royal be- 
nefactress. 

Segoonah now felt that her opportunity was at 
hand. There the lay^ to idl appearanAf in a pro- 
foend torpur,-^the elderly ourie entertaiplng no 
notion to ttie contrary, tt has been said that 
there ero certain repiilea wblah simulate death in 
order the more eaaily to seouro their intendoil 
victims; gnd thus was it that the treacherous 
Hindoo 'womdh, like one of tho most designing 
enfl deadly serpents of her own native cKmo, was 
jilfectlrig complete inanimation of the intelleot, 
though all the while endowed with tho fullest 
mental vitality. 

The 1‘kierly nurse busied herself in putting the 
ebaraber in order; and then, hearing the clock 
proclaim the hour of midday, she knew it was the 
time to procure the refreshment which she was 
wont to adnjluister to her patient, it was her 
custom to leave the room only when the Queen or 
Oiiristina should be presents but on this occasion 
ahe happened to deflate from her rule— and thus 
all the more completely favoured the projects of 
the ayah. Indora was absent— Chrblina waa en- 
gaged— Saguunah seemed wrapped up lu mental 
torpors the nurse saw not th# slightest harm in 
dmeebding to the kiteben Co procure what she re- 
quired. The ayah waited a few minutes to see 
Whether anybody would come 1 but the nurse sent 
no one to take ber place temporiirily— and fia- 
goonah was not long ere she availed herself of the 
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THl XtmiUI or TBB OOUBT. 


opporCittity* 8kr dtieeiiM ftom th* coiuh t ibe tha gudan^be naohed tha gata— aba apad aloiig 
opaaad Ibt doo» aad liataDadi thara wm so ona lha liaa tovarda aba maiii road. 8ha lookad baaki 
OA tba atafroaaa or tba landing. Bha know— or at ao ona waa in puraaiti— mora alalad graw bar 
laaat aoBaatfo d to tha boat of bar knowladga, that baart-*bar iMuiga warn indaad now at tba bigbaat 
Obriitbui waa I19 tha Qaaan'a boudoir t and it waa pitob of asaltatioAl 

toward! Ohriatfauff abanbar that aha apad. A Sagoonab haatanad onward. Bha darad not 
draai^aabaw^ abaonabaadolbiraaadfilaitialaa antar a Tahiala^ far aba bad no monay in bar 
of tha loilat» warn gatokjy takan p oaaaaa i o A of| and pookati aad aha had lirad long anough in England 
Bagoaaab gUdad hook INym own room^ having to baia a full knowladga of tha indiapuMobla oha. 

I anoaaadad in aaeaplng all Starvation. Bbo tbmat raatar of that artiola in iu applioation to naarlj 
I tba artlalaa of appM fklo a tehoaid, and lay ill tba oiroamatanoaa of Ufa. But aba bad not 
down in tba bad agaitu Baadopp Uad tba tbna piooaadad fhr bafora aba onoountarad a poUaa- 
laaontad^lwr plaaa on tlw ooaalb whan tba door ofioer ; and to him aba addraiaad barMlf. 
opana^^andtbaniifna aiadabarappaaiaaaa. ICaaawbUa bar fligtft waa dmovered at tba rilla. 

Zha woman auapaotad not wbal baAbaan dona Tba liiniala.aarvant who bad aean bar pam through 
in bar abaanaa | iulA wblla aba waa adminlataring tba ball^ aad had taikan her for MIm Aihton/natu- 
fbod to Bagoanah^^-Wbo moilaid it wliii tha vnaant' rally aonaaivad from tha precipitation of bar egrem 
dodOity of an h A n t *-Miad antn ind . Ba* that aomathing aerioua waa ooouning, and that tha 

Having that all want walb Ot#tlaiaaon vatirad^ invalid ayah waa parhapa muob woraa, ao that I' 
and votnmod to Iniacafh bondoir, wbara aba to- Obriadno bad hurried oif to fetch the madioal at- 
aumad bar oaonpatlan the jawala. Mead* tandant. Tba aarrant aaoended the ataira, to aee 
while Bigoonab Wte.harvhig horaalf ftr itba dnilJif aba aould render tha nurae any aaaMtanoe: but 
aflbrt toaaoapti nid nnw cnaia the moat diflooll on ontaring the aiok abamber, aha waa atricken 
nod parBona pari y bar p m »i mng adp^ * with dbrnny on finding that Sagoonab waa gone 
Tha nuraa «wai pintad iiw IbO'wida m iha oouob, and lliat the nuraa lay gaaping upon theearpet. 
with bar nflantion- ^ ^ ap ly ,ai|taorbad in n volbma of Tbo aarvant rang tha bell inctantly for aiaiatanoe, 
n novel. Bbr nnS'^^ parfiallp tninad towarda whUa aba began to adminiater raatoratirea to tha 
Bagoooahf ao .lhil aba angli iU tbo mora oon* nnraai and tba flrat pefaon who anawarad the 
vaniantly aathbnpon tba page tbo B|ht firom^ba paaling of that ball, waa €briatina beraelf. Ex- 
windoni. AU of a auddan tba ihlfl npa thrown piinaliona wort ap^ily given ; and a rapid eearch 
over the. nwaa^a baadMt waa dmwn t^bt aoroaa made in Cbriatina*a own ohambar, olaa^ up th^ 
bar moitm^<*wiid Bigoonab*! voioe^ apaakui| with myatary. Boma of her apparel had diaappeared. 
unmiBlababla powir and 'plaianalib oried* "Bara tba ay^ bad avidantly fled 1 
to a^iHak fiartb, and X will etranglo youP* The faithful Mnrk<--the Queen’s iaajor*domo— 

Tha nuiaa, ovdrwbalmfd with torror^ lank dhwn aped in purauit: but it waa too late—Sagoonah 
in a awoon 1 aad thg ayab, epringiog ftwm tha bodt waa nowbaro to ba found. Chriatina waa at firat 
oaovlnoad banalf that tba woman' waa indeed rimoatfirantu^ blaming heraelf for not baring exer- 
plungad into a itnta of unooaaolouaiiaw. Bbo e&iad aufiioiant vigilance duripg the Queen’a ab- 
anflbrad bar to Uo wbam aba bad lUlan | and tha aanoa. She likawiae began to reproach the nurae 
abaat being taken olf fenr/BagoOpah kept bar ayaa for what aha naturaUy conceived to her I 
rivattad upon the nnraifa ogmitaDattaai^ ao that aba traaoharona complicity in tha flight ; bacaum Misa , , 
might ba praparad Adv tito Bl^ indioation of bar Aahton eonld not oonjeotara that Sagoonab heraelf * 
nwakaniag. mtb ally ai lbl i a apaad did Bagoonah bad proenred tha apparel which served aa the dia. 
apparel haraaif in lba’*gdraianta aha bad Jalan gniaa for bar departure. The nurse however pro- 
from Obriatina*a roomi and me nuraa gave no taatad bar innooance, and explained what had 
aignofUlb while the nyab waa tboaparfhnmg bar ooennad, ao far aa tha auddan attaaknpon herself . 
hoilat. waa oonoemad. Tha condition in which she waa 

It wu vltb an exulting heart Abdt Sagoonab found by tba female aarvant, oorroborated her 
Brand aureomatanoaa to bapiograming tbua ftivour- tala ; and Chriatina, now convinced that the swoon 
ably : but atUl tbera ware riaka to ba ineurrod. At waa ao aimulatad ona, lagratted tha reproaches aha 
any momant Ohriatinn might eater tba ohambaP; bad addreaaad to the poor woman. The nurae ad- 
' nr aha might ancouatar that young lady upon tha mittad having {oft Sagoonab alone for about ten*^ 
gtalra. Eovoat hbl aai^ Sagoonab waa praparad lor minutaa; aad thus th§ manner in which tha appa- 
nvarytUngl rallMr than Tanounea tba plan whidb ral might have been procured, acemed to be fully 
kad tbna mr piogioaaid ao aatialhatorily. Tba old axplainad. That tha ayah had bean practising 
nuraa waa Joel bafinning to givn aigniof roturning aoma stupandoua hypoeriiy waa alio apparent ; for 
conacioua n^ wbra Sagoonah opened tha door— that abo aould have ao suddenly regained her sensas 
liiCanad lor an i n at an t— and than hurried forth, and adopted roob anergatio proeeedinga without 
Xl waa u gardanpbonn^ with a blue gaoaa vail, dalibara^n and foratbought, was not to be aup- 
vbieh aba bad taken Iram Obriatina*a room; and poaad. Mark, on his ratum from his inefTectual 
aha draw that vail over bar aountananoa. Gliding purauit^ waa daspatehad by Christina withlBhe in-* 
flown tba stairs aha raaebad tha ball just aa a tattigaiiM to Quean Indora at Isabella Vincent’s 
fNuala^aarvant waa antfring it fim tbafurtbar mansion^ and bar Majesty returned in all haste 
«xtraa||ity. Bagoonah a;^ to tba Ihont door with to tbo villa. Tbanoe aha dsapatohad a note to Mr. 
n ds|rra,of haste whidb aomawhat aatoniabad tba BadaUffial his lodgings in Mdrtimor Btraet» Oavaii* 
dom^ who took bar to ba Miss Ashton. In a dish Square. 

m^Btont howavar tha disguiaad Hindoo woman die* Let ua now return to Sagoonab, whom wo left 
n p fSarad §nm tbo sorvant'a viawi aad tha fimt at tba momant she was aaaosting tEa first poliaa* 
d )nr riosad behind her. oAaar whom aha anoountarad after bar flight flrom 

Bagoonah waa now fran Bha haatanad through the villa. 
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** You AM A ooottAblA F** Aa lAid I * And U if 
* jonr dutj, 1 belifTf, to am^ (ha^lAir And furlbir 
Hm eAttff of jottiM P" 9 

The ofioer MpUed in the eiBrmAtiTe i bat be 
WAS not A iitUe Aitoniihed At the mode in which 
be wee thui eddNcied— eepeeiAllj ee through the 
blue gAUM he eeught a glimpie of a eoantehnnee 
which, though with a duakj complexion, wee 
neverthelew of extraordinAr; beAutj. 

**lJiA¥eeomeinfonnAtion to gite ceipeotii^ a 
greAMender,** proceeded SigoonAhi ** hut i hAM 
IfArntcmd re^ enough of jour BngUih cuctomt 
to be AWAM thAt 1 muit Addrem nuidf to a 
megiitrAti. Will jou oondoet me to one P’ 
for A moment the iucpioicii flitted through the 
eflIeePc bmJn thet it wee rntber to a lunutle- 
aej lum then into te prceence of a mAgicflrAle 
thAt the ijAh eught to be eondueted t but ctiU 
there wAf eomething cuflMenHp eoUeeted in her 
•peeehto ctegger him. 

Vo. ovnts flungi 


u ** WoAtvU tbic infoemAtien that jou Imte to 
gi?er he inquired. 

** 1 will onlj tell it to A fonctienitj cumpetent 
to Aft upon iC WAf 8 AgoonAh*c reeponce ; *'And 
therefom if jou will not At onee tAke me to a 
mAgiftfAle, 1 muct Addiecf iqjfelf to come other 


"Come with me^ if jou pleecfb** ^ (Mm i 
end he conducted her to the neercet ctAtion-lioneA. 

Them SegoonAh fepoAted to Che IncpmCor whit 
ihe hod mid tb the police-eonelAbItt end the In- 
qpeetor, tAUing her into a prifateieom^queftioned 
her mom doifip. Without teUlqg him empthingb 
ebe nemtbelecf eeld enfleient to. Induee him to 
proceed fhrther in the m ut tcti end ordering a enb 
to be eummened, he ectetted the Apeh to tin 
police-ofliee in Bonr fltroii. Them he intradumd 
her to the megletrAH who. gum her on undlihnn 
in*bie primte monk flhe new no iooger h ee it eied 
to titt iU elm Immr I and both the k^^ielM 
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XnipeeCor wen utoniihed at the inf3rmation which 
they Uiua raoalfed. The aoeouot was in all ra- 
•pccta ao loeid— the detaila were ao minute— the 
MDuneMe to which tbej referred, waa ao well 
known, althongh dating many jeara baok— and 
the explanationa giren by the Jffindoo woman ao 
acenrately filled up a eertain gap whioh had 
hitherto exfated in reqwot to the aequel of that 
hiatory, that tlie bagiatrata felt himaelf bound to 
net upon what he had beufd. • 

I e iving Sagoonah at the pcNoa-olBoa fbr a brief 
qiace, we muat direct the niadac^a attention to 
lira. Macaulaj’a houae in Mortimer 8treet» Cafen- 
dish Square. That worthy lady wu aaatad ^ l^r 
oomfortable IJttlf || about threo 4*riook 

in the afkammemi lad ahfi ^ iefraahia| 
fith the remnante of a fiMMiMeh^ Ham 

the dinner prorided ftp n jpilriilli andChiria* 
tian Aahton pq thq pfooifiing J|y. Mr^ madaUllh 
had gone off ha pmdkMUoo, Ohi^tian in another. 

--theformtf M ^pwdyde^ 

**«*<-«» lew at »«» » ji? 

ssaifjpsi 

noeb M Mr. luki Ite MM Mito ml 


onpied m of the houae aaiM1|||lfiaenMofBed 
to le| pql t Ipideed thia had been tte #aa| fiw rififf 
Ohriaflli eime to t4e up hi|f^ 

Uemaa, lira. Maaittlaf M therefiNo not 
a handiaaie rental fonm« weekly i but ehq mfi 
her two domaatica fimed aamptuoualy efory on 
the aenmanta oithfi repaata aerted «p ^‘her 
lodgeie. 'WhatflteM eould a landlad|| 

She eoql4fifiMta«wk with a aortof dMlw <» 
the ordimu? )Mgi|im-houae«keepam in Mme 
atreeti and pa fog Ifra. Bifkin, the worm Mra. 
Maeaulay csperienpfd in nmpli re?eoge tatigi the 
wronga auatained pt |N|| of that womn, by 
mcana of the eufy m# MMF ^ 

latter no^ Mtoriouate 

Mra. Maeaulay, ee%fnKtneaid, waa faqi|j|M*pf 
the cold chicken left from 
flafoured with a aiiee e# the hem 1^* 

diffe had for hia breeklimt— end wedied gown by 
two or three glaaaea of ahmiy whiel^ Bainf at the 
bottom of one of Mr. Beddiffe'a deoantera, could 
not poaaibly be either wented or miaaed by that 
genttoman I Preaently there came a kioak at the 
door— a good loud commanding double knock; and 
whan the parlour-maid had anawered the aummona, 
Mra. Maeaaley heard a maaouline foiot inquire, 
*<Ia Mr. Bedelifib at home f” 

Ko| eii>— he it not^** replied the aervant-giiL 
*'lndeedl" ezolaimed theriaitor; **lamTery 
aocry ft>r that— I wiah to aaa him moat partioularly I 
Whan do you think ha will return f** 

**rm aure, air, 1 don't know/* wae the aereant*a 
reaponaei *fbttt hia dinner ia ordered for helf-paal 
ifo as usual* Farhape howam miiaut knowa 
wbankpwttleomein/* 

Mnp Maeaulay mad# hdr appeareuoe in the paa- 
aage^iiltkii etage of the eonveraathn ; and abo 
pateatted thnt th# riaitor waa a tall ateut man, with 
Nmff'WhlakaM if not of tacy aUganl appear* 
jijigeiiaUImfromful^ 

it rary bnportant, airf* aha inquifed« lor 
alHl waa always mightily eurioua to glean wbataeeTer 
^ ,fne oottid of Mr. Bedoliffe'a proceedings or affairs. 


**WeU, it ii important,** answered the Tiaftor 
have just arrived from India, and have got a 
letter for Mr. Bedoliffe. 1 should like to deliver it 
into hia own hands. You know perhaps, ma*am, 
that Mr. Bedcliffe was a considerable time in 
India f* 

** I have heard so^** answered Mrs. Macaulay 
**‘W‘ell, if it ia so very important, 1 think I can 
tell you where to find Mr. Bedeliffe ; for he bad a 
cab fetehed when he left about half-past two o'clock 

—and thongb I wasn’t purposely listening for 

I ahould scorn the action 1 neverthelesa heard 

him tell the driver to take him to his Bolicitor*s, 
Number — , Bedford Bow, Holborn.** 

am exoeedingly obliged,'* said the visitor; 
und away he went. 

Vow thia indifidual waa none other than the In- 
ppeebw ^ Police of whom we have so recently 
.apq|^ pud who had disguised himaelf in plain 
alulbfi inWrder to procure the information that ho 
t^fi dld. He returned at once to Bow Street, and 
(K>ok p||jRthet poDstable,*aa well as Sagoonah herself, 
with ^mpiU'p pah. They proceeded to Bedford 
Bow^ an4 ilip Inapeotof^ atil) wearing hia plain 
PMM bA Ibe constable cedine back so tbpi kia 
IfHWv bot be seen. The Inspector him- 

• ppplga- pMaliglited, pud enteredf^ alone into tbe clerks' 
wpmompd umop. ‘Hia)pqoiry waa|^pMy made; ppd the 
IWilbPP piMivPrwaapii^mptly mfeqi— Mr. Bfi^liffewaa 
tbpi gep- thecq and WM '«Bgftg«4 pt the time ip ICr. Colp* 


mpp*f ^Itlp oifim up stairs. 

InapmUw ateppad out ipto the street, and 
uUWkly rypumedi pccampanied, by the officer and 
iagoonah. flip presence of tlia Uttar waa not 
needed Ipp lbp pPFpoae of immediatp|y identifying 
the one wfip WPP ^ be captured : but ab# bad 
insisted upgig ppping out the mptta; io thp ?ery 
end, Bhp wpl *> fearful tba( hpr Tjotiip would 
««Mpe| end moreover, all bpf Iqfp being tiwpad 
to burning bpifed, abp UpfPd gUPMvM bis 
downfall I 

The pUrbp in tbP gfoqpd'floqji office WPfP PtPe- 
pfahad pod dismiffPd %% bekolding p pouatabU in 
tbp gwiety of lbp indifidual in ^pin piutbM who 
had mpdp Ibf IPgPUy relative tq }gr, Bedoliffe : 
but he speedily pppounoed himaelf to be an officer 
of Justice; and bf wprned those present to beware 
how they raised pny alarm which might defeat the 
purpose that had brought him thither. 

In the room up-staira Mr. Ooleman had just ^ 
pronounoed the biUe givn by Armytage to be lor* 
geriea : the Duke of IBrohmoot waa thrown into 
oonatarnation— the wretched forger himaelf was 
smitten with unspeakable honor,— when the door 
bunt open, and the Inspector made hia appear* 
anot, followid by Sagoonah and the oonatable. 

The ayah bad thrown up her veil— the Diike of 
Marohmont at onoe reoogoiaad hep -^nd bis guilty 
conaoieBe# smote him with the idea that she bad 
oooM with the offioem of justice to arrest him as 
the inetigatof of the psaassin-deed whioh being in- 
tended egpinat her royal mistress^ bad etrieken 
heraelf. Armytagq at the sight of a eooatabiaa 
unlforin, gave vent to a hrilow asoan at the 
thought that ha waa the objact of ao ominous a 
viait. Mr. Coleman was sailed with astoniab- 
ment, and perhaps also with mlagtringi in respect 
to the nwlive of the sinister psesenee. 

The Inspector glanced around upon the lawyet, 
the Dttke,(^ and Mr. Armytage; airi whan he laid 


TB9 jcnnsni ov the covet. 


Dot 1^ iu&o upon eUlier, nor oiderod tlM opn« i 3!b« i^i|i nooordiiiglj took onothor oak, oodl dk* 
flUbla Ul nniforin. to toko an j ono into ooitodj. I pairod tp Stroet. 


Maiebmont and Arm^taga began to brtotho n^oM 


li>. (MoMto latofiiaad baldadfor a^^ 
freeljri bpt Mr. Colenan*a miagiringa increaoad. witb tbo Dako o^ Marobnont and Mr. Annftaga. 

"Thera ia an innbr mm," raid the Inapaom, The lawjar'a aMntaaimoa waa aaeaadin^ patob 
adf ano^iig towa^ the dc 9 i^ of the apartment in k«it no kmgar agitated i it ,waa irm and raaalnlb. 
which Mr. fieoeliffo waa all tbia while aonaealed* Ark^tage .iHppeared mttarip Ofarwhelmedt araakad, 
^ " It la prirato 1" axelaimed Mr. Ooleman, placing and aplrlt-brokan with avaqfthing that had taken 
hia Wk againat at. pUaai tba IhUm ad MatokfiMil waa avHanUj 

"Frifata, or not priTato" aaid the Inapeotor tabownag nndar the aknaat .atttpaqring aanaa aC a 
reaolnUli, "1 mnat do mj dntj. Ooma^ air-^aTe horii^ oagatangittoik IDa aaMtananea waa 
tlm goodneaa to atand aiide, or I aball be pom* fbaat(pinad bn gaaad upon Mr. OolegMui aaif 


palled ta uae force." tblCi a a t l^ l BaA Voto tka arbilir ofMa dorti 

"Deware how you violate the priracj of mp IcaA^ aaid tha Mlieitat| addrcailng 1 

offioeal" exclaimed Mr. Golemani but the agita- wiHik ik aalg atomggaa In the Dadm^ "the 
tion and diatreaa which he diaplajed, more than wkiok baa }nat baankMid t a gd aii It mCecaai 
ever convinced tbo police officiala that he whom poor CHaaa to remain aaathm maaaant hare. 


tlM aonght waa in the adjacent room. 

The Inapector waa juat upon the point of laping 
hia band upon the lawyer for the purpoae of re- 
moving him by force, when the handle Wf the door 
waa turned from within, and a v<doe a^oljiimad^ 
" Beaiat them not, my friend 1 I aurrandairi** ^ 
It waa with a low gaaping moan that Mr. Ode* 


tUa naaiilMMMt Were the nrbilm of.hic dootai. 

ktA^mUtlm mlieitali nddmailng himmlf 
wiHi: h toM atatawpaa In the Dadta^ "the event 
which boa Jnat baankMid t a nd ata It mMotmpa for 
jonr ChimatoraiMinonathavmnnianthare. Fpon 
Ihnt avant X ahiU aibr np obaaraotion-— — " 
"gBt— hn^" add the Duke, in aloNet 4 dyilgr 
tone»~yan will tolm thti aheque-*yoa will aetHe 
tUa bncinem fn Araftage— 
"iro»mjliirdrintoiraptod Ooleman. "Ida- 
atine vane tikendh intoffant&an nltogether. Mr. 
AnnyUge wi0 raiooin iHth to talk over theae 


man atood away from the door: it ope4ed**aod matteri. Akhilparil wittkadlaobap Baai" 

Mr. ^doliffe come forth. The Duka of Marah* "Bulb Ufi .CMamam" ftoped ftelh tba Doke, 
mont gave aueh a itar^ and auoh an indeearibabie with A d i a ag agala bm tain aibri to aaaauna on air 
axpreision swept over oia oountentnae, that flrigbt- wf a am poaM B^."aa MK AVmyliga'a iHond pon will 


tul indeed must have tfhen the feelings whioh ware) at laaal 


W tdapaak to bim in private." 


tearing like vultures at bia heart } while Armytage ymetbik, if Habit, my lord 1*^ bielafaned 

S ave utteranee to a cry of atpaiement. As for ColeaMBt raaaln t aly. "And now X insist tbatyonr 
Bgoonah—while lightnings shot forth fkom bar Qtaee iiunddUtely team my odBoe*." 
eyes, she drew her lithe bayadere form, elad ia Armytego^eitb bia elbows reetlhg npan Ibe 
Gbriatina’a garment, up to its full heighti end her tahla«-*hhd bnried bia tmo in bia hendai and ha 
duskily handsome oountenanoe aasui^ a look of was moaning lamentably— while the words, " Ob, 
Bendish satisfaction. But it appeared ae if Olement my poor dear Zoe I" eaoepad twice or thrioe from 
Bedclilfe beheld not either of the three whom we hia lips. 


have just named : his countenanoa wore a marble 
oomposure— his form was ereot— bis atop waa firm 


The Duke of MarohaMmt lingered with the air 
of a man whoto db^pekate oirdulnktauoee impelled 


ae benaiued from the inner room ; and there waa him to make one morn eibrt to eave himself from 
not tha^ightest agitation of his lip nor vibration the otter dCMrudltob Whidb be ad# to be immi- 
of his dark eyes to denote any feeling of meaaU neat'i but whan he looked at the etemly resolute 
ness withb. oonntenanee of the baWyec^ be wee Ihto^ed to 

** Officer, do your duty I" he Mid, in a irm bat dbssil tbe eonvietkm tkal everything wee indeed 


glacial voice. 


hopelsm Hi tbat*goerter. He aeoordiogiy issued 


" 1 arrest you, my lord," replied the toapeotor, from tbe inann reeling and etoggering as if nnder 
" on a charge of murder. You are Lord Olandoa tbe iaioenoe of wine. 


by title— ^tter known aa the Hon. Bertram 
Yivian.” 


Mr. ColeiM anfferfd a aatirato er two to elapsA 
in order to giro tbe Duke time for detiertnrei aid 


* 1 am. be," responded the prisoner. " Oole- 1 ho then sannnoned one pt hie elerke from below. 


man, you will accompany me. Spare your bind-< 
cuffs, sir 1" he added, turning io a dignified man- 


"Mr. JPfioA" beeeiiA » « hurried whieper to 
thii clerk, "you wiU foUowthe Duke of March* 


ner towards the police-dbnstable who had just mont— you wiU ^toh him day nod night— you 
produced the manacles. " It is not my purpose will dog him whithemoever he goee— and if be 


to offer the slightest resistanoe.' 


attompU to leave the country^ you wiU at once 


The constable was overawed by bhe manner in give Idm into euatody— " 
whioh be was thus addressed; and, at d glance The dark aterted with astoniehment} niMitwei 
from the Inipeotor, he replaced tke bendcuffs in a perfeel oonstematkm that seised npon him Ahea 
his pocket. Oolehiea whispered a few more words in bis earm 

Lord Olendon— aa we must now sail Mr. Bed- The lawyer plaae^ n sum of money in the clark*b 
diffe, aUop Bertram TivUm— walked forth from hand for whatwievar anpanies might bataouitad 
the room without bestowing tbe slightest netiee in tbe mission now entniatod to him} nnd bo 
upon either the Puke of MaNbmonh Armytage, wbuperingly said, "Bh caUikma— be mlentl I 
or Sagoonah ; and daaoanding tba stairs, he entered know that 1 ean rely Upon you I" 
tl^ oab, aooompanied by the Inepeotor and the "You may, sir:"— end the oMt iaraed from fob 
poliaa-eonstablo. Mr.Ooknuus intimated that ho rooim 

would follaw immediately. Sagoonah likewise de« Anotbir of tbe dopendanls waa now anmmanog 
itohded the etaira ; and the Inspeeior aaid to bar, from the lower offioe ; nnd when he made bis op* 
"Yen must come on to the polioe-offiae t woaball pammraA Ookamu aaid, "Mr. Ijsgra% yon will 


ragoire your pfeaanae 


irtmiHi barn with Mn Armytage till al^xebiinl. 



no mranszit ov nn ooubv. 


176 


IM 90 099 h»ft MOM0 to him; oad if ho thoald 
oiidMVOoriu oootpo^ eoll in a polioo-ocMuUblo ond 
gift hvn iato ooaiodj on n ohargo of forgorj.** 

Amjtagt had all tbit wbilo romainod with hit 
oouBloaniioo buriad in hia hnnda: but when he 
benidthAt nandate given b/ Mr. Ooleman to the 
alevfc, ha threw himeelf at 4ha lawjer’a fee^ im- 
ploring hie mercj. 

"Bferjtbing depeode upon yonraelf/* replied 
Cblemani **and >oa ean now man than ever 
naderetand how joar teefimoap will beeoBM ao 
aoedful.” 

Having thne epokeBi the lawjer fmoad from bia 
oAoe— deaoended the etairo-aM figging a eab^ 
which happened to be pa e ai ng atoajf mMtotd Bow« 
he proceeded to Bow Street ‘ 

Before eonoliiding thia ehaptei^^mo oae 
explanation to giro. The readae wfll laoolleel that 
Mr. Oolemaa had received a letter an|B the 
pernaal of which ho had taaed dnnjt^ wim 
forgerj. Ibia letter waa from aaothar aolicitcr, 
who had drat of all diaeenated the biUa hr tweaSj^ 
thouaand pooada that hava boon eo fre^loatiy 
mentioned. Thoae billa^ aa we have aaeo, bid 
lillen into Ooleman'a haadat Ibr aith the aid of 
Mr. BedeliSb^a money be had tahea them from the 
original diaoooater. Thia diilooaaier had that very 
dap happened to diaoover that the aooeptaaee ii 
oome mercantile Srm hod been forged bp Aratptage 
to thoae billa | and be had acemdioglp written to 
eommnnieate the liot to Mr. Ooleman. Thia waa 
the letter wbieb, ae we have aeen, wm received bp 
Coleman a few minntea previoaa to the audden 
bunting la of Sagoonah and the poUoe-eftBicla. 


CHAPIBB OZZZVllL 

TBS PBuoxaa n na aooa. 

Tkm arngiidSite at Bow Street bad not qvitted 
the oBoe. although it wae now pact the nenal'hollr 
for hia retirement from the beacbf: bat he awailod 
the reault of the expedition on which the la- 
qmetor had act out. It waa not verp long before 
thia official retamed» aeeompanied bg.hir priaoner. 
The crowd that usoallp haoga about a police-office, 
had diaperaed in the Mief that the burineaa of the 
dap waa over : the newapaper-reportera had like- 
wlae token their departure; and the eoort itadf 
remaiaed empty until the magiatrate and hia 
dark were ' felabad from their private room bp 
the intimation that the priaoner who waa ex- 
peoted, had Juat arrived at the oSloe. The magis- 
trate acoordinglp returned to take hia aeat upon 
the beach i the dark placed himadf at the table; 
and Lord Olandon waa now eaoorted into the dock. 
Za addition to the peraoaa alra|dp noticed, there 
were on|p Sagoonah, the inqwetor, and tto con- 
ctaUcb beaidm two or three other poUee-offieet^ 
now p mtnat. But Mr. Oolemaa opeedilp nude 
hie appimmace; and aoon ifterwarda another in- 
dividmdeatared the court. 

T|dit*‘lcat-BBentioned peraon waa Mark, Ouecn 
laMtfb frdthM m^or-domo. It will be recoi- 
leefriMbat her Mejeatp had deapatched a note to 
MoiMmer Street^^acquainting Lord Olandon with 
Sagmaohla Sight | and of thia hote Mark waa the 


bearer. On reaching Mortbaer Street^ he had 
learnt from Mfa. Mamulap— aa the diagdoed Im 
apeotor had previoudp done^that Mr. BedcUSb 
(aa he was then called) bad gone to hia aolioitor^ 
in Bedford Bow, Holbom. Thither Mark pro- 
ceeded, little euepecting the frarful nature of the 
intelligence that awaited him. Hia oatoniahment 
and oonatemation map therefore be imagined, when 
he learnt from one of the clerkalbat Mr. Bdeliffe 
had been arreated on a charge of murder, and that 
he waa none other than the Duke of Marohmont a 
brother. Lord Clandon. Of thia fact Mark waa 
hitherto completelp ignorant ; and It Slled him 
with aa mneh aui^ae aa 'the incident of the ar- 
rest excited bia griaf. He aped away to Bow- 
atreet: and as we have aeen, arrived there shortly 
after the proceedings bad commenced. 

To prevent any confusion, while the reader re- 
firo to oome of the earlier ohaptera of our narra- 
tive^ it map be as well to remark that daring the 
life-time or the Duke of Marohmont, Hugh (the 
preeent Duke) bore the title of Lord Olandon, 
while hie brother waa'aimplj the Hon. Bertram 
Vivian. But when the murder of the old Duke 
gave the* higher title to Hugh, Bertram ao a neoca- 
oarp consequence became Lord Olandon ; and it ia 
thus that we shall speak of, him. 

On being introduced in|o the dock. Lord Olan- 
don lost not for an instant that aelf-poaseiaioa, 
calmly though coldly dignified, which at the mo- 
ment of hia arrest he had worn at Mr. Coleman's 
office. Be bowed to the magistrate t when bia 
adidtor entered he bestowed on him a look of 
friendly recognition; and when he saw Mark make 
bia appearance in the Court, he beokoned him to 
the aide of the dock, and bending over, whispered, 
** Tou will break this intelligence aa delieatelp oa 
possible to poor mistrese. But wait until you hear 
everptbiag thxt takes placet*’ 

Sagoonah had been conducted bp the Police- 
Inspector to a seat just behind the witneia-box ; 

I and she now looked straight forward, not once 
taming her epee after the first glance towards the 
victim whom her Vindictive jealoutp had consigned 
to that ignominious position. She beheld Mark 
moke bia appearance; but she affected not to per- 
ceive him. Her fraturee were rigid s and dusky 
though bar complexion was, pet a visible paleneaib 
cold and death-like, sat upon her oountenanoe. 

The Inspector entered the witneas box, and was 
'bwom. Bb then addressed the magistrate as fol- 
lows *— f 

"Your worship ia aware that about nineteen 
peara ago the Duke of Marohmont of that day 
was found murdered at a abort distance from Oak- 
lands, hia conitrp-seat in^Hampshire. ▲ Ooro- 
|ner*a Inquest pronounced a veidict of 'Wilful 
Murder' against Bertram Vivian, otherwise Lord 
Olandon. Warrants were issued Ibr the appre- 
hension of the acc us ed i a reward waa offitred by 
the Secretary of State Ibr hia apprehension ; ad- 
vertiaements were inserted in the news p a p ers— 
but all witbeut effect. The accused had taken hia 
departure; and during this interval cf nineteea 
yearly nothing ever reached the ear of justice con- 
cerning him until th|a day. Irom nfonnatiou 
which I received, I have now arfcatcd the pci- 
aoner in the dock; and I charge Urn with being 
that same Bertram Vivian, otherwiae Lord Oiaa- 
I doo^ against whom a verdict of ' Wilfiii Murder* 



m rniimit o» tbb ooimv. ^ 


wwB Ntuniad bj • Coioiitr’s Inquut ia th» yut ptoulitr workaiaiifliip» and ohm Men. oould aol 
IM.** poMiblj bata baaa miilakeii. 

The olerk of ooutfe then addroMed the am* The depoiiliooa proceeded to ehow that wii. 
filtrate:— aeeiea ware nait asaminad to relate the partien- 

”Bjyciir wcwhip*i iii|tnictioni» in ooneequa n ae Ian in raepaet to the dof . It had been found that 
of the information ^fon thie afternoon, I rapaifad Tlnto wae mortally wounded by a pietol-bullet a 
to the Home Office, to whbh the depoaitiona taken but the weapon itarif had not bean found, either 
lit ^ha Ooroner^a Inqueft in the year 1899, had in the pond or in the naighboorhood— eo that 
been forwarded. IbaTe obtained thoao d^poaitionii it wae tolara^y evident the amamin had taken 
and 1 have them hare.*’ it away with him. The doth dhioh the dog had 

" Aa the oaaa ooouivad ao long ago,** aafd the .brought in hie nmuth, waa a fragment evidently 
magiitrute,* it will be neeeaaary to read them.** tom from the akirt of a aurtout ooatj audit wm 
* Parhapa it would aavqyuur worahip*e tlme^** IharafoN inppoaad that the liithfrU animal had 
aaid the priaoner, " if I were to admit that whl^ down at tbajjaurdoiar of hie maeter— ia ddng 
it ia by no meane my purpoae to deny, and whioh wbieh ha twiaeeimd the fklal buHet. It waa 
I have already admitted at Mr Oolaman'a offieoi foirthir abowAt the Ooroaer^o Inquaet that Bar- 
namely, that I am indeed that aame— ** frum had on it Uaek aurtoul coat whan he left 

'But here Mr. Coleman roM; and making a dga Oaklaiidt after the aeana with the Duka and BUaa. 
to the priaoner to bo ailent ; he aaid to the m ada> The ^fpodlioaa want on to atata that the avidenoa j 
trate, " I ahould muoh prefer that your worahip bdag oomplote, the Coroner prooeadad to aum 
would adopt the oouTM you ware abottf to iakoiiaa up. 'In iffiudlng to the droumatanoo of the 
1 have my reaaone why the whole inddanta of Ih^ dagger, ha aald< ''that tl had been inoontMtibly 
bygone tragedy ahould ba*again brought fo^y to prov^ that die weapon telongad to Bertrami and 
the knowledge of the public. A genUration haa that the Jury, with tfaio foot before them, would 
well nigh paaaed nnoe the date rafariad to t and kata to weigh wall whether, under all the dnum* 
aa my client will plead Not ChtUfy to the dread ataneai^ it wai Bertram*e hand whioh committed 
crime imputed to him, 1 am anzioua tha^ with the the daad-«kor whether^ aoma other peraon had ob- 
true Biitiih apirit of nir play, public opinion may tained poaaoaaion of«thaf dagger with the fouleat 
be auapendcd until a^jury of the noble priaonai^a of purpooeA** The Coroner had remarked ** that 
countryman ahall have pronounoed their var* it waa oemdntyoitraordintry that Bertram ehould 
diet.’* have had the dagger about him at the time whan 

The olerk of the court accordingly read the da- he waa walking with the DuoheM and when the 
poeitiune. They commenced by aetting forth how incident oocurred that oompelled him to iy from 
Purvia the butler, and Leachley the valet, bad found OaUanda. None of the witneaaea had been able 
' the body of the late Duke by the aide of the pond, to throw any light upon that point,«*auch for in* 
with the digger atioking in ita back. Then fol- atanoe aa pi^og that the dag^ was atill in Ber* 
kwed the evidence of the premat Duke of Mareh* tramTe room at the time of hie flight— or on the 
moot, ae it waa given at the time, and which chiefly other handf that they mimed it from the room, 
went to prove that the dagger waa the property of Certain it waa the diaggev bad dealt the mur- 
hia brother Bertram ; and that on the evening pre* dcroua blow j and itewae for the Jury to aay 
ceding 4he night of the murder, he had left hie whether the band of Bertram or that of an un- 
brother at an inn in the neighbooring village^ in known a m am i n had wielded the weapra.** Having 
a terrible state of excitement in consequenoe of commented upon all other parte of md evideooeb 
certain matters connected with the Duchem Eliaa. tte Coroner had left the matter in the hande of 
It then appeared from the depositions that the the Jury. * 

landlord of the village inn wae next examined ae The dtpoeitions concluded by etating that n 
a witneis. He depoeed to the feet of Bertram verdiet of "Wilful Murder*’ was returned againal 
having passed about three boure at the tavern in Bertram Vivgm, oUee Lord Olsndon. 
the afternoon and evening of the day preceding When the olerk of the oourt had finished read- 
the night .of the murder— that he was violently ing them deposirion^ the Inspeetor said, '* I now 
» excited the whole time— and that be bad rushed' propom, ^our worship, to introduce a witnem who 
away in the fireniied state of whioh bis brother will prove that the priaoner in the dock, so long 
had spoken. It next appeared from the deposi- known by the name of Clement Bedoliffe, is in 
tions that two of the hoummaida belonging to reality the Bertram Vivian, aUoi Lord CUndon, 
Oaklands were examined in sueoemion ; and their ageiosc whom that verdict wae returned ; and I 
•tatement was to the effect that While arranging conceive that your worship will bold this evidence 
the chamber occupied by Bertram during lie etay sufficient to remand the prisoner, if not finally to 
at the maneion, Ih^ had seen the dagger lying commit him for trial.'* 

amongst a few other curioiitieA which, es they Lord Olandon— understanding that Bagoonah 
understood, Bertram had brought with him from was the witnsM qlluded to— wu sgaio about to 
the United Statea. The man-servant who had addvoM the magistrate, to admit his ideatity, se 
ipeel^ attanded upon Bertram during his visit, that the ayah's avidence might be dispensed with i 
appenred to have been the next wItnaM | and ho for with a generoua delicao| he was anxious to 
was ropresfnted as having deposed to the fool that prevent Queen Indoral name from baing brought 
Bertram bad shown him the dogger, explaining at forward in the present proceedings. But Mr. 
the aame time that it had been Img in the poaaaa- Coleman, advanoing towards the dock, whispered 
Sion of eome eelebimted Indian Chief who died a to the priaoner in the following manner i— 
few months previous to Bertram's departnie from . "Tour krdtiiip must realljr suffer the proeead- 
Washington. The dagger wee deaoribed iu the inge to take their courm. Aa ihejre will inevitably 
and by the witneaaca as bsing of vsiy] be a trial— and 1 hope to Qod it will only be for 



Tus in^TBBnn cm tub oottbt. 


Ibrm*i rake I— but still u ff trial ensue, it is 
requisite we should glean every particular. Queen 
Indora's name must sooner or later be mentioned 
in the proeeedings ; and thoreftire as well to>dajr 
at this 'court, as in another place a short time 
hence. I beseech that your lordship will leave 
ynorself entirely in my hands.*' 

_-My friend, 1 will do so,** answered Lord 
dsBdon : and the solicitor retited to his scat. 

The Inspector now directed Ssgdonah to enter 
the witness-boa; Sind she Was tkb of all ques- 
tioned by the magistrate in reepeet to hrtr know- 
ledge of the obligitione Of an oath. Her anawore 
were satisfactory; and ahe wna awom aecoidfng to 
her own creed. Then-— partly In reply to leafing 
questions put by the Ini^iebtoir and the magitirafte, 
and partly of her own Oceord-^Ae prooeedod 
With her evidenee. She spoke the Bnglilh totogtO ’ 
suiBcifftitly well to rsihder it entirely inlelli|'hMe|; 
and it was rather with a peoolUarity af ncctiiit| 
than in broken phrasea that she delivered her; 
testimony. Hsr veil being raised^ the estraordi - ' 
nary beanty of her oountenanee coiild not ftif^ 
•trike those present to whom she whs a stilngfrs 
her demeanour was coldly oalm and ooUeeted; sad | 
her voice trembled not. But once-^and nnoe{ 
only-^did she glance towards the prisoner in the 
dock ; and this oeession wiM be diontioned in its 
place. * 

flhe depeeed that her name was Ss'gdoiiah->-that 
tiie was about twenty-six years wf 'age— ^thstl ihe 
had been left an orphan in her ehildbood— linmi 
which thne She had been brought up mbout the 
person of lodora, Prineeis, and now Queen of In- 
dorabad, an independent kingdom of Hiiidoitan. 
She recoUeetrd that about sixteen yesnrs bask, and 
consequently when she wns Only ten years old, an 
BngHifaaan bearing the name of Element BadeHffe 
arrived at the Court of Indenbad. He was in the 
East India Company’s service, and came to that 
Court Ss an accredited diplotoatiougenton the part 
of the Oovcrnor-Oeneral. I^hle King of fndantbad, 
for bis own ;;easons, detained tike Englishman at 
his Court, and eausn^ a rttmoofrof his death in the 
{angles to be propagated in other Mrte of India, so 
I that it might reaoh the esre of me British func- 
tionaries at Calcutta. tisfoonah iwoeeeded to state 
that the EogliShman was treated with all possible 
distinction at the Court of Inderabadi'-hlii freedom 
alone excepted. He had eumptUous apartmetets 
assigned him in a pavilion attached to the Boyal 
palace; he bad slaves to minister unto him— a 
guard of honour to 'attend him ; and richra Were 
showered njpon him. Those around him Were ex- 
pressly ordered by the King to address with the 
respect dae to a noMe of the faigheet rank. He 
was the preoeplor of the Princess Indora, whom be 
instruet^ in all Earopean aooomplithmeuto, and 
whom he oonverted to Christianity. He was like- 
wise the King's Privy OounefUor, and was the 
laeans of intn^ueing a multfipUofty of reforms into 
the inuftotioni of the oountry. All these were of 
the most Kbend tendency ; and thu^ although bo 
was known to be an En^ishman and m Chiistian, 

• ha waa'in universal fivourila with ovary k^ade of 
adtialj in the kingdom of Indarabad. He waa al- 
wkyi addresoed kw if he himself were a Prince ; and 
ft was generuify balievad that be would espouse the 
Pi^eass Indore, and become monaroh of the aottn^ 
tiy whenever the. old king sbouhl'dia. 


It must be observed that Sagoonah related these 
frets in order to give her narrative at maeh pre- 
cision as possible; but that likewise much of the 
ittformatim she imparted, was elicited from h.-r by 
questions, while the rest was spontaneously aflbanled 
from her lips. 

She prooeeded to depose that the Engliihmin 
Clement Bedoliife frequently implored his freedom, 
bat could not obtain it. . Thus years passed an. 
At length, in the year 1845, an* ineident ooeurred 
which made Sagoonah acquainted with eome por- 
tion of hie former history. It appeared that an 
English traveller was found murdev^ in a wood in 
the neighbonihood of the capital; and amongst 
tils doouments dieoovered on his parson; wu u 
London newspaper. This newspaper felt into the 
hands of the Englishman Clement Bedokffe. Oa 
that very eame day Sagoonah waa Walking in the 
Cclue of Founteins belonging to the palace of In- 
derabsd,— when she was the unseen witness of u 
meeting on the part of the Englishman and the 
PrhiceSB Ihdora. The Englishman threw himaelf 
^ the fret of her Highness^' imploring that she 
would intercede with hhr royal father to prooara 
Ids ffMtioik. He said that everything which re- 
garded his wetive country had hitherto been a per- 
frot blank to him ; but that the newapaper wbiok 
hid now fallen into his hands, contained a paru- 
I gviq>h bearing aHusion to his own family, and to bia 
horror tending to criminate him in respect to U 
murder which he never even knew had been com- 
mitted at all. He mentioned ihe name of the Bake 
I of Marobmontt he mentioned his own real name of 
Bertram Vivian. His language was passionate and 
veheWi'ent; and she (Sagoonah) thought hesoaroeiy 
I knew whut he was saying at the time. Sagoonah 
continued to depose that she herself, ditring this in- 
terview renaiaed concealed behind a group of 
shrubs, and that her presence there was not sus- 
pected by either the Englishman or the Princese. 
She never told either what she bad overheard, but 
treasured it up iu her own bosom. The BngKsh- 
man*i freedom Wes not accorded him ; but some 
time afterwards be escaped from Inderabad. Then 
the Prineess determined upon coming to Eng- 
land ; and Sagoonah agreed to be her companion. 
Since they were in England— and very recently— 
Sagoonah bad listened at the door when the pri- 
soner and Indora were oonversii^ together; and 
she had heard enough to establish the oonviotion 
in her mind that he whom she had so long known 
'by the name of Clement Beddiffe was none other « 
than Bertram Vician— or, more properly. Lord 
Olandon. 

*' And the prisoner in the dock,** said the magi- 
elrate, inquiringly, ** ia the came person of whM 
you are speaking P” 

Now it wae that Sagoonah tnraed her large coal 
black eyea upon Lord Clandon ; and they vibrated 
with that lustre which on former oooaeions had 
struck him as so sinister, and which bad anbee* 
quenftly faaimted him for a period afrerWarde. 
That look which she thus bent upon him wUi fall 
of a flcndiclw satisfrotion-^ a hatred whieh hod 
soeceeded a once aU«potent love ; and as ahe again 
tamed her regards towards the megiatrate, aha 
said in a Srm mice, *< It is her 

" Whan yon forat addressed am this afternoon/* 
said the Inapeotor, ** yon entered into very mionta 
details in laqpeot to the rnnider ikhioh t^ place 
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In the jeer 1080. F^rUpe pxp\i\r 

ni|Mon tio giTe on that pqptf^ 
fiaipioiiah bea(ta|^. for g few instanM; an^ 
theb glM 1 ^ 4 , in the 90190 cpld paloi T<»ip 9 M hi* 
fore, I hare no objoetion to explain that eubjept. 
^fy r^al miatfes 9 procure^ na^iaro^s' TP^^mea 
of an Xloglieh newspaper qiUe 4 the W I 
araiM myself of (mportunitin to re^d there|p the 
histctry of t|ie ipuiraer at 6 a|[|ep^s. It was thus 
that I WM enabled to Ibltow up the clue arhich 1 had 
prerlottsiy obtaiped in India, and to underiitapd 
how )t was that fhe prisoner had so |o|ng boroa 0 
falspname.^' • 

" Kr. Colemgn/* piled the rqagUtmte, " do you 
desire to j|t any questions ^ this witness P*^ 
**IIoo(^ir,*' was the reply. " She 
thareaftn that has led her to the perpetration <lf 
th|s blppk deed pf trepehery ; pnd she may be m 
to the punishment of her owp eonmienoe/* 

These last words seemed to strike thp gyab m^( 
forcibly; for she gaye a convajsife ptprj^— sue 
gasped as if abopt Co say Bomething-»an4 then 
staggering baok from thp witness*bop^,ihe S«l||c 
upon the seat a little wpy iq the reay. 

** Prisoner," said the magistrate, "hm JQa 
anything to allege wherefore you shoala no^ ^ 
committed for trial P" • 

^**1 hare promised;! replied I<ord (llaadon, 
firmly, " to leaVe myself in tj|e hands of mg lega) 
adriser.” 

Mr. Ooleman thereqpon rose, gnd addressed 1^0 
magistrate in the foUowtog manner t— 

** Sir, I am perfectly wml awaye that you hava 
no alteruatire but to pommit for trial the nobje* 
man who stands before yoq. Puf 1 bare a)cep47 
stated that 1 wish publie opinion to he puspend^ 
until a better opportunity shall serre for the cqni- 
plpte investigation of this unfortunate apd ihtri* 
cate affair. ]^st assured, sir, that if my plfent 
shall reiterate in another place ^ha| declgrathm Qf 
innocenflb which I now make for .h|m here, it is 
with a fervid reliance upon the gustiop of that 
heaven which may unravel thosg intricacies fbat 
human hands, if unassisted, cannot possibly dipen* 
tangle. On the present occasion, sir, no more wlU 
be said on behalf of the prisoner." 

The msgistrato then forcpally decreed the eoiq- 
miital of Lprd Clandon for trial; and the prisoner 
walked forth with a firm step to the pan whleh 
wgs to confey him to Newgate. 

* Meanwhile Sagoonah bad glided pway flrom the 
court— availing herself of en opportunity fvhon 
Lord Olandon was agidn whispering a fetr words 
in the ear of the faithful Mark, relative to tb9 
manner in which be was to break to (^ueep Indprg 
the inteUigenoe of his oolamity. • 

We must now return to the Duke of Maiehmont, 
whom we left at the moment be imued from the 
lawyer’s office, leaving Armytage behiud. Tbe 
nobleman had not in the first instance^ arrived 
there in hie carriage : he had beim op horsbb^k tp 
see Madame Angelique; and from hir^viija ho hsd 
ridden over atraigut to BdUford ms poom 

holding his horse^ ifbUe he wfis ip Mr. poleragn’s 
ofiloe. Qn coming forth thence, bp diia)iese4 tAP 
groom, with an uitiination thgt be purposed tp 
propopd Off foot: but it struok the domostie that 
there was a atrango, half-wil(i, hglf-vapj^qt ex- 
pieiaioB on bis ducal master's oounteneuce. 

And well might it be sol-ofbr the^ul of the 


Duke of Marohmont was a perfect pandemonium 
at tbPt ipytopt. He walM pn through the pd* 
jagept Sqaoreii he felt ai If he were intoxicate4 
—ygt frilbogt gay of thg exhilerating effeo’s whieh 
w|ne prD4uoes. ttheyp ^gs an awful ppnrtsrnation 
in (jla brain; apd payer fus M noye bewildered 
tjto at presfnt how t® nuonp 

wbH leeined to Muoa, to fly from the 
oouptoy; and ygt he hfid pot the power to take 
•W 4?^T» •»*?• .S* •»«W PPf Whqa 

k. MHild «g.«w<r\a wii|0(B kfi wkU dw;* 
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WMto war ^ h jltw wb e f 
of a euddaa fie reeqlltoteq thot W* hrotber-his 

en exainiaa^M' aK a paw-0®to « apd he aapari- 
Ww to fsoortain the 
result. Sou pot emelly the result: for be felt 
conyloeed tm 4 ^* to^tat bg a pommlttal for trial t 
hgt tt flpielj eppeerped the Hufta'a iniereat to 


apd ordered dtauer, 

6hi well may the* reader iwMrtw that this 
order was only givaa|fiir «fornk> sake.: but the 
wretphed Hufee of Merahtooat W»a toiehio to psr- 
tske of a morse). Fpod appeared to >tiek in hie 
throat : wipe aeUtood tP tof^oato biw* He longed 
to aeh the waiter certain questions: hut epok tiipe 
the domestic entered, the l>u.ke's courage failed 
him: be dregded tp h^ar something terrible in 
respeoli fo himself. 4t 4ufitht ipoking at bis 
watch, he found that it was sam o'clock; and 
feeling ponvinced that the euaimaiion must be 
by that time oyer, he could no longer endure the 
harriple state of suspepto lu which he was plunged. 
He therefore mustered ^p hji ^urage to addrese 
the waiter, wko he perpe|yed did opt kuow bimi 
ibapmueh a| he called him mr." 

there pot spme important WmmiQatiao 
going on close by, at Bow Street f" inquired the 
Duke; wifk aw pltoott lupematural effort to com- 
mand hi# comPfifura. 

"Yoo, sir," answered the waiter. ’‘They say 
that Clandpn haf ynst beep ccrnmittcd for 
trisb for the murder of Ips uncle, about nioeteen 
years afio*" 

» beard something ahont it as I uame along," 
said the Puke, endeavouring to sip bis wiqo with 
an assy woneAalawf air 1 hut he again felt as if it 
would oboke him. **Hae anything particular 
transpired P 1 mean did the prisoner make any 
eqnfeision f or did he deny-—” 

"The proceedings were not long, sir," answered 
the waiter: " only two witnesses were examined— 
the Inspector and a Hindoo woiqait; and all the 
oyidenoe went dead agpimit hi* lordship. I be- 
lieve his lordship* solicitor denied the eharges 
but beyond oa deibnee wto offered. Yon 
perhaps know, sir, that pord CJandou is the Puke 
of Marohmont's brothel f" 

The Duke made no reeponsei he oould not 1 aid 
the waiter, shtphmg that he eared no mpfw for Mie 
topic of epnyeysation, issued from thjs xppm. 

!Phs Puke hsdUl to breathe more freely | md 
Be eaid withii ni^lf> ** ^t is clear that wilhpil 
the evidenpA of Travers they can do iPthilff. 
hi remain stanch P or srill he — will he betray 



S80 


or ns covst. 


eyeiylbinf P Tht wMteh^ to havo porpotialid ( dtisbir liko him l---Btrtran I'* and ha plaoadUf 
forgery 1'* hand imott his btotWi nhooldar. 

Aautbor quick rorultion took plaoa in tbo Buka han Olaadon opeoad hit ayaii and on baholA 
of Marabaioiit*a foaliogi} tba momaataiy idea of lag tha 3>aka ba alartad allgbtly for aa iaatuitv 
aafoty dittad away ; and aa ba tboogbl of Army- yiaa.rlafog from tba pUat^ ha aaid ooldly, * What 
taga a horrible aanae of danger again amota biou aOak yon with maP* ' 

That tha ruinad apaoulator waa aotirdv inOola-. ** Bertram, how can yon aik thia qnaationF^ 
man*a power, waa but too arident; and that tba eiolaimad tha Dukob adopting. a raproaebfiil look 
lawyer would uae thia power, tha Duke folt fright* and tone. ** Am 1 not your bnfther P** 
fully oonrioced. He waa nowonaa more goaded **1 hare no brother/* replied Lord Olandoni 
to utter deaperation t ha roae from bia adatt white and fta a atoment hia obept baaved aa if with a 
aa a oorpae— haggard and ghaatly— ba paaad to oonrulaing aob. ** No hare, not a brother I I 
and fro in the rodin'. Ba thought of fli^t—and bad onoa a. brother, iphom 1 lored dearly and da* 
he thought of'auioldei but he draadad laat by rotad^t but— but—that time haalong paaiad— 
adopting the Yormdr ooona ha ahould oo^ ba plo* and fof ninataan yaar%** added Barm^ tiling 
aipitating hm own utter downfoU, and throwiag hia ayaa aignifloantly upon the Buka^ ware haa 
away thelaal ahanaa of aaaapat--^hilaiaiaapar« bean no one in tha world whom I eould aali my 
to auioide, ha had not tha moral dokfiga! brother 1** 

Suddenly an idea atruafc hioau It wnaanliaa * Bertram, your brain la tamed,** aaid ICarolk 
that aroae from damrati6n*a ialf s bqt no aoonar monk **Pray Ibten to me I Gh>ld doubtlem oan 
had it entered hia brain, than 'ha oliitahad at it proaora ydhr aaeape— 1 will lariah it by thouaanda 
greedily. Binging tha ball^ hO‘ oidhrad lha waBar by hundrada of thouaand^ if needful—'* 
to giro him hia hill and call a aab. On an|pr* **No moral** qfaoulated Bertram, in a par- 
ing tha Tehiala ha aaid to tha ‘dri?ar, "To New- amptory tone. ** if all tha doora atood open, and 
gate !’* no one barred my egrem 1 would not go hanoal 

Away aped tha aab; and it waa followed by By daatiny ahall be fulfilled. I know what it iai I 
another, containing tha labyaPi' elark who had balia?a in God— I have fait|i inHia juatioal And 
bean appointed to watoh bin. t for Ifiir. Priaa was now anonghl Laara me 1'* 
haan aad ahrawd, and waa not Ukaly to dlaobey ** No, no— I eannot laara yon tbnal** oriad tlfo 

nor nag laat hia maatar*s mandataa. In twenty Buka of Marabmont^ aaaily oonrerting hia raaT 
minutaa tha oajb whioh bora tha Buka^ draw up in agitation into a aemblanoe of profound griafi 
front of Newgate; and hia Graoaalightinfiknoekid "What horrible thoughts^ Bertram, hare yon in 
at tha door A tha Goramor'a houaa. On fiting your bead P— why ia your oonduot thua unnatural 
hia name, ha waa at onoa naharad into* a room, towarda maP— why did you appear bofora me at 
where tha OoramiHr foaeirad him with mfatglad Oaklandi^ to aoara me with tha idea that I bahala 
•ympatby and reapaot. one from the dead P Oh 1 you mnat aaoape— >yon 

"Thia ia a draadfol thing, my lord," aaid ^ moat fly hanoa— you muat betake youraalf to aomt 
priaon Ainotionary, who waa by no maana aato- foreign aountiy I All my fortune ia at your dia- 
niehad to aaa Ifai^mogt looking ao palo, haggard, poaal— >1 will boggarmyaelf to enaura your welfare I" 
and agitatadi "habit ii'ain arontfor which your "Laara me, X aayl" anawared Bartran^' who 
Oraoa moat hart bean for Jong yaan more or laai waa aridantly atruggling with riolant internal 
praparad, aa it might hare happanad at any mo- omotiona i " laara me, 1 ioaiat !*' 
mant— althoVigb, I baliare^ your Graoa Ihnaiod The Buka waa bewildered how to act. There 
your brother to ba dead P" * wai a momaut whbu ha waa about to fall upon hia 

" I come to aaa that unhappy brother of mina^" knaaa— to antraat— to implore— to giro utteranoa 
interrupted tha Buka. " Show me to hia aall— to all tba wild tbinga which ware agitating in hia 
and let me be alone with him.*' brain: out yet be dared not. Ho again looked at 

It waa contrary to the gaol ragulatfonpto admit hia brother i the priaoner*a oountenanoe now wai 
riaitora to prisooera at that lata hour in tba aran- cold, atam, and implaoable; and aa Marohmont 
ing; but on behalf of a Buko all auoh raatriotiona haaitatod what to do, Lord Olandon eitandad hia 
wore readily lataaide. The Qoramor thoTafore at hrm towarda the door, eiolaiming, "Begone I 1 < 
once obaj^ with alacrity ; and he aonduoted know you not aa Bubrotbar.*' 

Marehmont along the gloomy oorridora towarda it aaamad to be by a aort of meobanioal inrolun* 
the call which liord Olandon now tenanted. Tha tary prooaaa that the Buka of Marehmont obeyed 
maaaira door awung upon ita hingaai a abgla tha mandate and slunk away from Bartram'a pra- 
aandla waa bumiag inaida; and by tha dim light aanaa. The Qovamor aama haatily along the atone 
Lord Olandon waa diaoorarad almpinf on the oorridor 'to tom the maaaira key and foatantha 
humble pallet. Tea— ha was alaaping after tha haary biolta which aaeured in hia call that captira 
azhauating oireumitanoea of thaday ; and ho alept who, nararthalaai^ would not hare iasoa^forth if 
aaranaily too^ with no oonrulaing atarta— with no erary door of tha priaon bad atood open, 
toaaingnor hearing on 'thobolater^-*with no fling- "X hope, my lord,** aaid tha Goramor, ia a 
ing about of the arma Tba Qoromor doaad the low aympathiaing roloe^ " that your unfortunate 
door, without bolting it,— haring intimatad to hia brother waa gratAhl for thia riaitP" 

Graoa that ha would wait at tho axtroaaity of tha "Bo not qaaation m# 1 *' rapliod tha Buka patu- 
aorrhlQlw lantly. "Whioh is tha wqy out P**— for the raiy I 

Tj^.Bafca of MaMhmont stood 1^ the aide of alBBoaphara of that prison aaamad horribly op- 
thaipfMi looking down upon tho aloapittg ooun- praaaaro to tho wratohad Marohmont. o j 

taMMh^ if hia brother. That brothar waa alaap- "Thia fray, mj lord,** said tha Gorarnor. "lb 
In^aa^fra bare n^, aeronaly ; and tha Buka mur* waa towards one of tba aondamnad sails that your 
murafl to himaali;' " Would to hoaran that 1 aould | Graoa was haataning— " 
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The Dube could Maroelj reprcM u erj of an* 
^gttubed terror at the words which hed justamittea 
bis ear ; and he rushed into the diverging passage, 
as if wildly anxious to escape from the air he 
was now breathing. The Governor of course 
attributed all this ^play of powerful emotions on 
the Duke’s part» to a sense of affliction ,oo his 
brother’s account i and he begged bis Grace to 
walk into his parlour and take some refreshment. 
But the Duke gave no response ; and issuing from ! 
the gaol, flung himself into the cab, in a sute of 
mind that need not to haTC been envied by ai^ 
wretch ever coming forth from tba same prison to 
pensh on the black soaflbld erected oufrid^ 
Thedriver asked whither he should proceed; and 
the Duke answered, nnoonseious of the reply which 
he waa giving. He had mentioned Belgrave 
Square; alM thithsr the cab accordingly went. 
l£r. Pri^ Coleman's dark, still IbUowed at a Uttle 
distaaow-antil he at length beheld the Duke 
No. d8.-Ofrn»ni SniBSk 


^enier his own mansion in Belgrave Square, from 
all the rilndowB of which a flood of lustre waa 
pouring forth ; for there was a grand entertain- 
ment at Marehmont House that eveniiif • 

The Duohem was receiving the of the aris- 
tocracy ; and the splendid saloons wave thrown 
open for the aocommodation of the numaroaa 
guests. There was dancing in the state-apartamnl 
^there was plqy in the card-rooms— and the 
piotuie-galleriec» brilliantly lighted, were thf re- 
sorts of the loungers from the saloons themaaNen 
The intelligence of Lord Clandon’s arrest had only 
just reached the mansions it began to ba ru- 
SBonred amongst the dqmealMa— l^t to the comp 
paey it waa as yet unknown. When the Duke 
alighted from the oemmon hack-eab— and pal%( 
haggard, and ghastly, antared the apaeious haU-» 
the nnmsfona laequeja assembled therc^ nalurill|y 
sapposw^ aa tho Governor of Newgata had docM^ 
that his GraasTa appearance waa pcodnoodby the 
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Intense, afBiotion he eiperienoed on hie brother's 
behalf. 

*'Whatt it there oompaoy here to«iiight If*' he 
inquired, in a wild vacant manner, of ode Of the 
footmen. 

^'Yee, mj lord. Tour Grace iddtl Mdieiiibnr 
that thie wai the evening fixed for Ihfi oceiiloiL 
3at ehall I inform her Grace thal gtttUf lordihl|> 
baa returned P* i. 

"To, no— not nowl" reeponded lurdhindhl 
iihlMtlontlji and reeling round like a dkUfikMi 
■iani he imued forth ftddk the palatial rMUenen^ 
ddknMtiee leem dl naeh ollifiH Ihhklnt 
mt head! haltodklilhiillf, kilf.doin|^IMdttdidl>, 
ai if they foered hd hid dnii mid. 

The Duke hntered inother toab, end ordered Ihi 
driver to tike him ti the begint^l Park. Ckefh 
be etopped ik the Oior of Itk. AkmjtitPi 
and knocked ^ Initetlifil flketdkode. 

•*Is Mr. iHnyllM i| hfi ihdtalMnt 

the footman whd •ileiMl& fMni hil 4|ieiraheii . 

Ho, my lord,^ #11 mMij t ‘'Mr. 
hae gone into the eehfii|f#r . # 

"Ihto the eottlikkyiP" i^kohlaked MIMUiht 
** Impoeaibte 1 I left him thtt afteHiook-£»” 

«* It in quite irde^ my lovdi** hMclnM^ Uie fdik. 


firienda — and the brilliant aasemblage broke up 
prematurely,— the grand aupper that was provided, 
remeifiing nntouched. 

Aid itojr Iiavinia was called upon to minister by 
Ihe lide of that eouoh on which her huaband was 
rivii| madly with the brain's fiery fever. 


"It ik quite irds^ my lovdi** hMolnM>e 
man. "Mr. Ardlytage iUbd )h a 

along #fth ihdther gentiefhldll ii (ifl fibt get out 
-but Mitidhlb# neceiMiHel Ih M Mintoh 
earpek-big— Ihd when it Wai brdhlkk (d hiib( hi 
said he fill Mil away for some IftW W Me 
did not Mwlbl&o# ting— but iail ml hebttoutd 
write and li^ «)lifi Ifo eomiklg hm iihln.'^ 

" And #hi Wttihll httik gentlifamr lit|tttriil 
Marohmifilhhgiidy. 

"1 cop not see, my iUHMl Ihe ler- 
vant I U Wto^pki dmk, m ttiltkl Irii in 

The DrtI IttMid ki hlM* M VWfk. bdl ktfhid 
abrl«tly,away fhimklilXidl#.lttk6M^ 

Twioe did the driver lik W fhUP hi #tl hiw 
to proceed,'* without reeiifm Hdf fiplyi but on 
the third oecasion if j^hklkM k|ii qiMtiofi|ftl 
elioited the monosvUabls^ ^flodihl** whk^ IHb 
abruptly jerked forth. 

The Duke knew not what to kllnk of this Sud- 
den departure of Armytage. He could^not Aaiter 
himself that Armytage had oontAved to settle 
with Mr. Ooleman and get out of his clutches, 
Withoak having to ihaka tne r<ltilationb ghieh had, 
hien sought from his lips i for if it were so, Army- 
tigewohh have been to him toilaim the promised 
reward, dn the okher hiidd, the wretbhid Dukb's 
iugdeiM that J^hykage Was kept in a sort 
if edstooy qy 6olihiah, In bfder ti be broughk 
forward ko |dve hts ividinoi When thi trikl ehotild 
take place. Ihdesd, MiHihmint #ae in that sMte 
of mtiid in which he dared hope nothing, but wai 
forced to iiroteble at biikykhihgi did kba mosk 
^valtihg beggar in the iki^ti Wil in the enjoy- 
ment of an Myiian eUtS of miiid ilk eomparikon 
wUbtt^ bamer of a dhbsl idronei. 

dk Mibidg Marehmonk Hohii, tbi Duke waa 
pM pb h failing ktate in the cab i hi waS home 
"w Jiliji ijwt'ment, and Wei boon raving In the de- 
fltlMb Oi diver* 

' Wmiwbila the foUlligenie had iprOftd dmongek 
USb guesta tbil l^rd Otindofi wis afrested ifid 
(fomkiitted for trlUi thi Dubhesi Wib ttoik ptr- 
fiUy aifoeted t she reoeived the eympathiee of her 


OYXXIZ. 

BfilkOBSfe. 

jliVOBlr We ti Bsyoonah, whom we loft iesuing 
Hfiin thi pDliib-ofioe finer ibi had heard tho 
PtUkllle pnounoe the eommllkal of Lord Clan- 
wl kJIft ifowgate. 

^ Wfi have seen that tho Wirde phoUnced by 
m illbrney, to tUn ciTeek khat the fiyah might be 
nn lb the chaatisemiht of her iwi iifiscience, 
bn iiVodttCid k Sttddin and pOWerlii impression 
^upifi her BUfid. It Wfit die of those ibecies of 
mihlfibfi thlih being thrown odk in certain oir- 
cnmiklhfili^ tdioh k pfirklbulfir chord in the heart, 
nnd ifinse Ik to vibrfiie painfolly. Thni Was it 
Wilmilgiohfih. iaoH nmy kirn to hate > bnt when 
A gatr^ Id ingdnderid,cWrifika its Vungeanee, 
ik ii fill the foori iUaceplible of a spdedy and 
poignfiht Mfoirnt. And khut figatb Wfil ik with 
fifi^nfifo fihi went forkh from the pnliid-offioe ; 
aid the memeVy bf that thriiat haunted hiV. It 
Alfred Id hfiVe fiatened npofi her brain t ik elung 
to her like Annfoe. 

bhi Wanddfed oh, nneoniolois as well us redk- 
Issi of the Wy^ which she wfil taking : the et- 
oruoiUtioiifi of fimorie Were etringthening within 
her ioil. BM kbiught of how devotedly she bad 
loved ttlemenk ftedblifii— if hoW gloHoaily han4- 
•ome hi Wfii Whin hril fthe kheW him— find of tho 
UndfiAli With Which hi Wfii Wont to Speak to her. 
Bbe Ihdight df .thfit ftoyal mUtress Who bad loved 
hir— Who bad'mfide her a confidante— who had 
i'ver treated her jHkh to mndh affeotiohate tender- 
nels— find who hid even passed days and nights 
by the lide of hWr nouoh when redeeming her from 
that death Whieh might have otherwise ensued 
from the blow dealt by the assassin's knife. Of 
all these things Ssgoonab thought ; and her soul 
was rent with bitterest remorse for the deed of 
Which she had been guilty. 

She knew that the penalty of murder is death 
and Without paifoing to estimate or conjecture the 
value of Lord Clandon's denial of the charge, she 
was only too painfolly assured that he would be 
prottiuiMMd guilty. She would now have given 
worlde tb reoall what she had dona t aha had sud- 
denly reoovered as it were from the aocese of 
irittsy— the madness^ in which the had taken ao 
frightfol a step againet him. She pictured to her- 
lelf fill the hoTrore bf the Scaffold ; and though 
she hud never witnecied a publio exeoutlon, yet 
her ttorMd imagination not merely conjured up 
all the reuf horr^ thereof, but eiipplied fanoiful 
ones ko ettbenw the mental egony with which she 
Wit inSpirsd. She uwoke likewiae at it were to a 
fionmidncDeil of her own poiiUon. She waa peunl- 
leii— ahS Web hbuteleisi she hid Sbnounoed a 
hippy hnme— had dbaelfted a kind mlatreaa— aid 
JM brbfight herself to the point of wanting food* I 
Still suffering from her recent illness, she wee | 


Tmi imm ng wim pouuT. HI 

pow enfeebled end exfiattetod ; ehe felt the gnaw pheropa game^ gnd (hft madimad wm e fdfW“ 
ings of famine within her; and she had Pot p tfonpl p^j. Xp wUItjarenemberedthi^lmiZ- 
pennTtoparabaieamorsalofbread. i^er situation dipt^ after thp gjpjji M r«eelT^ her wimiid 
was in itielf pn almost adequate piuishment for firoai tiie SurlF«f*P ^T^poq, J^rd GUndoii ppd In. 
the foul ▼indiotire treachery of which she hpd dorp, ip p ooqpultptipp tP|atheri M PPlPf to the 
been culpable. ppuplusicn tlipt the ope tAigeiMW fceret rplatipg 

4nd remorse on one subject brought its eotp. tQ hi|psel| |i||4 beep fpt|iPI»«4 bl ^^Ngopiteb s wd 
panion-oompunotions upon other points. Her lic&cc thofc poringf pfer ftf wbiph 

conscience told her that she bad been a niurderess Christina 4>htof» oM ipfimetiup. 

in inclination, although heaven had intervened to jlTofS^ thefc^4 tba Qge^ mdsd tes| .flag^nak 


in inclination, although heaven had intervened to jlTofe^ thefc ^4 tba Qge^ mdsd tes| flag^nak 
frustrate her plans. She had sought ths life qf in Ur Mom v^ictlfpifpi l^aM batrpy Iioid 
her esistress with the bright.pointed eteel and littp*^ Olapd^s ispntf M *a M WIM H POto to 
wise by mepns of the reptilp of deadliest vepom, put 1|||U OB m gwd^M VWW» «• wa 
—that kind mistress who bad ever beep so aftod- have ^ Ipurk irm to Wlw •» tU 

tionate towards hor I Bemorse op this apoount erownjitf 'fP* pMfOp|i(M« fhofsifiiMro it 

was now lacerating her heart and rending hOT with iptou^ tiiaMhf airpHed 

brain. Her imagination was full of horrpni Dime’s faturp I ppd ^ip |pf|apt aim Meld htos 
vainly did she endeavour to dispel them. 1$ bp^t0P9h|pg through |hf groimd^ fbo burr M 
aeomed as if her mental gnie perforoe roipotoed Mh to meet'hiuh fj^h tllf MhM PMjor- 
fixod upon the most hideous objsots,-gbaitly domo W totopM to P^ lU 4rMto| inlalli- 
spectres that hemmed her in aroupd— aircled gonee as delicatoiy uu4 gepHT M popiihle, yet ho 
about her— stood in her way— and Ipid thoipi Md nut OOPtool ffhO OPpreiaiou of hit Ooppte. 
death-oold hands upon heK And the etil apiHts naneei fw4 *h0 PPmoUtoW todPOII M 
of her own creed likewise presented theKphantoui- of opec coufipped tho YOrj wqnt hgd 

forms to her vision, — forms of the droa4fa|eit hflppoped* 

aspect I She was burning in the fires of her owp ' Vjbll sag instoutoPfiOpilj hW OPPPnod T 
tortured conscience: she was seething in a lake sh#tol4; "delay m| l^-mdoh PPI Wt you do toO 
of molten lava conjured up by her owp^fevered a potTioe hj iMjiiV W Mtog* f ToW fhatmto 


appeared as if she were suffering the oxcrupiatious 
of boll itself. 


i« Slid ; "delay ppt mt you do 

povTioe hyfMyiivwMipg*l TourMmii 
itray tho tola I ruodantoPd it riH I" 


"AK mMh*" ovd fMtoW dipendeu^ 
" that I (thoutd be Mmptlled tobm^o too bpw 


And thus wandered on the wretched Sagoonah of iutoUigoii^eo fimtf^*-— 
through the streets of London— experienoing au " Como iPr Mark/' Ifiid tho Qpoapt " ipd gifO 
awful solitude in the midst of that crowded metro- ipp lU ^ dotailo." 

polis-fooling that she was a wretch to whom Shi M POt ihrlehod-^toe hid upt OfOpnod > 
death would ho welcome. But that death— how toe gpTO PO Tfpt tO poeaic||pto lamuptatiope t bpt 
could she meet it P by what moana was she to ou^ tharo WM aomothlug pnpatuf|l to hop oalmnoai* 
counter it P Xbe streugto of her mipd woe anstaipiml by a hope 

In the agony of her remorse she resolved to whioh WW the cilf hari|er toot pepgratod M ^fokn 
return'to the Villa. Yes— to this her mind was utCar despair* Thai hope was the eventual demop- 
suddenl> made up. She thought that it would Otratiop pf Lord Olaudop’# ipppcpnpe. 
be an atonement if she were to fliog herself at tho She 9Dnduot(|fl Maph toto. | poQfii;*Fhepo they 
feet of her mistress, and confess everything— wvo Oiona togpthor; ppd hp told her afcryth|ug 
although whatsoever she bad to confess she knew that had opcuriwd* She listened withppt inter- 
had been principally revealed during her ravings rupting him f apd whan to had fipished bis nar- 
on the bed of sickness. But all her thoughts were rative of the proeeodlPgli «to Poce from hep seal^ 
morbid : her mind had utterly loot its wholesome saying, " I wUl pow go OPd comfort him to Ipi 
strength ; and it was now pre-oocupied with the prison.** * * 

idea that there would be atonement in the project ** Fardpn me^ my lady/* Olid Mark | "but thfP 
she bad formed. Oh ! if she could only obtato pOventog it oannot he* The regulationji of llip 
4he forgiveness of her mistress— it would bo some iprifon will prevent it* Lord Climlon doinrid pm 
balm to her heart ; and she might at least die less I to implore your ladyship to postpone this fiaii 


miserably than she otherwise would. untu to-morrow— and tacit to repair snitoer upgap 

And thus she proceeded towards the villa. But oiroumctances of the str|otest privacy* to that your 
i was no longer with the hurried etep of excite- ladyship’# POme moj Pot beoomo ippauvenleutlj 


until to-morrow— and Mcit to repair thither updcp 


It was no longer with the hurried etep of excite- ladyship’# POme moj Pot beoom# ippauvenleutlj 
mopt that Sagoonah bent her way; worn dojrn by tovolvsicL’* 

fatigug and by mental suffering* to# dragged hep- " I understand/’ said the Qoson t #hall te 
self along painfully* The lithe bayadere form waa for to-morrow. And npw M#rh— -my lajil'tw 
not now drawn up to ite full height | the well- Mark— nq time ip to h|*toct in pimtog out the 
shaped feet no longer pressed the ground with plsps wbieh oiroumitanem dietote. tou QiPvt set 
elastio tread. It was ss a miserable wretch— with off inunediately fop OakUpdA th# epuntry seat of 
toe cares of a universe upon her shoulder#, press- toe l>»he of Marohmont s yog muto prifatoly nto 
ing like an inhfierable weight-thot to<f anguished tain an intervisw Fito ^ old named IPiprip 
Sagoonah was now making her painful way* —and you giu him g ItotoF Vbioh 1 am 
Meanwhile the faithful Marx* having taken n about to write." 

«ab on leaving the potoe-ofitoe* had reached toe M#rk profi^ to do ^ho >M4tog of hi# liynl 
villa* Qutoh lodorn wee anmously awmtmg toe mUtrese to iH topgg«| M fpytotoed wito a]{^ 
return: tor she had e preaentioient— aye, evenn hfflost no t|me to tohtog tos dipcrtiwe* Vbgi 
certainty of evil. Indeed it waa hut too evident he wa# gone ^ Qimeo "ought CbriHtoa. 
that Sagoonah bad been playing a deyhly tree- Our yototoul barotoo ^ or#rirlielm#d ffilh 
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gM an aowvBt of fitgoonoh't flight, iaumiieh the dreM whioh had been purloined flron her own 
Indorn bad glren her to underetand that the chamber, 
direit ealanity to Mr. Bedoliflh might be the ** Sagoonah 1 waa the ejaculation which ia 
ifiult I fbr OhrUtina had yet to learn that her mingled horror and aetcmiahment buret from her 
bfotber^a benefactor bore a lordly title. The Queen lips. 

bad aaaured Chrietina that she acquitted her of all "Yee» it is I— the wretched, the guilty 8a- 
^ame in reference to Sagoonab'e escape i but still goonah I” said the Hindoo woman, as she adTanced 
ibe maiden reproached herself for not harinf into the room. 

eaerelsed a suffleiSLit degree of Tigilance. Indora She flung off the borrowed bonnet whioh she 
found her weeping in her ohfmber; and before wore; and as the light of the lamp fell upon her 
she broke the fatal tidings^ she renewed her de- countenance^ it showed that a ghastly ezpressioB 
deration that Christina was utterly absoWed from 'sat upon the natural duskiness of her complexion, 
all blame on the one point whioh so sorely troubled Christian and Christilia had started up from their 
her. Then the sad intelUgenoe was imparted ; and seats in disgust and abhorrence towards the vile 
Christina learnt for the flnt time all the mysteries authoress of the calamity which had stricken their 
which had hitherto attached themaslres to bim friend; Queen Indora waa rendered speechlem 
whom she bad only known as Hr. Beddiffe. 'Wild with amasement at the presence of one who she 
was the anguish of our heroine on hearing how thought would nerer seek to behold her counte- 
terribly the Queen's presentiment was fulfllled, nance again. 

and how stupendous was the mischief which had " Lady,!* said Sagoonah, adrancing towards the 
resulted from Sagoqnah's escape. ^ Queen, ** as you hope for mercy in the next world, 

Christian Ashton now'arrifcd at the rillii 'hare mercy upon me in this V* 
had been passing some hours with Isabella 'Vin* " Sagoqnah,*' replied Indora, ooldly„ and almost 
eonti he had letumed to Mortimer Street at the sternly, '* there are deeds beyond all pardon ; and 
usual hour for dinner; and there he learnt from you hare been guilty of one to-day. Depart 
Mrs. Macaulay the terrible*eTent which had ti^wn hence 1— for if you linger, it will be only to pro- 
plaes^ and the rumour of wkich had Just reached Yoke me to wreak a TengeaDoe upon you I" 

Ibe landlady. Half fraatio on his benefactor’s ao- ** l<ady, if you would hill me," answered the 
count, and flrmly ooafineed of his innocence— ayah, in a Toice expreuife of utter misery, "you 
although until thb moment he had e?er belieTed would be rendering me a service, at the same time 
in Beiiram Vivian's guilt— Christian sped to Bow that you would be inflicting a most righteous 
Street : but the case was over— and Clandon doom. You cannot loathe me more than I loathe 
had been removed to Hewgate. Christian, in a myself: you cannot hold me in greater abhorrence 
state of mind bordering upon frenay, proclaimed than I am self-abhorred in the intensity of my 
Ills intention of hastening to the prison t6 see his own feelings. 1 have been mad : but now I have 
benefMtor; but he was assured that it was too become lucid— and tba clearness of my mind is 
late that day to obtain admittance. He therefore horrible. Through the deep clear waters of the 
sped to the villa, whioh he reached at the moment rivers in our own native land, have I beheld 
when the Queen had flnfrfrsd her end narrative to hideous monsters agitating in those profundities; 
Christina. —and thus on lookii^ down into the depths of , 

The three— namely, her M^estj and the twins my own soul, do 1 discern things that afpal, and ^ 
—were nbfr grouped together in an apartment un shock, and horrify me. Although 1 must suffer 
the ground-floor; and they were conversing Fin terribly hereafter, I am suffering terribly now I 
deep moumtuincss on the one eagrossiBg topic. There is a hell upon earth ; and this hell has oom- 
"But we must not despair 1" said the Queen: meneed with me. How, Udy, can you not have • 
* fmr God ia powerful and Just— and he will make pity upon me,— you who are so good, so generous, 
the innocence of our friend apparent r Gradually so merciful I" 

for a long time past have incidents been develop* There was an indescribable anguish in Sagoo- 
ing themselves towards this end ; and the suddra nah’s tone— a kindred agony in her looks. Her 
explosion of to-day may prove afiw all c n e ce ss a r yi largo coal-black eyes appeared to bilrn with the 
Ifaik in the chain, ccooriing to the inscrutable fearful fires that were consuming her within ; anf * 
decrscs of heaven. Ob, no 1 we must not de- their terrific luslre played like flashes about her 
cpair P' brows, as if she bad received a portion of the doom 

The twins , gathered eomfort from Indora’s endured by the fallen angels in that pandemonium 
words; audit moreover occurred to them that she to whioh the blasting lightnings of heaven hod 
entertained hopes and prefects whioh she did not hurled them down. Christian and Christina looked 
deem it requisite at that instant to make known, on, appalled— dismayed— yet fullof intensest loath- 
There was a long interval of silence; and the lamp ing and horror, as if upon the corpse of one who 
which was burning npon^e tfble, shone upon the bad died of the plague and had come to bring its 
three mournftil countenances of those who were hideous infection unto them. Queen Indora rose 
in that room t for notwithstanding the hope which from her seat i there was a death-like pallor upon 
Undova ehirislied, and Che partial consolation her the delica^ duskiness of her complexion; but her 
language had infisaed into the hearts of the twins^ aspect was cold, stem, and implacable, 
tthy sill continued to feel deeply the position in " Sagoonah," she said, "it is impossible I can 
mhi Lord dandon was placed. pardon youl There breathes not upon earth a 

'/ The front door of the villa was standing open; more guilty creature than yourselfr ^ I.look upon 
and it now struck the Queen and the twins t^at you as something more hideous^ more envenon^ 
the handle o< the door pf the room itself was and more dangerous than the very reptile which 
agHatcd. They locked in that dirsetioBi the door some time back you brought into the house that ft 
qpsned slowly ; and Christina at ones rscognised might deal death to me with its poisoned fluigs." 
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•Ym, Uidj— 1 merU thtie rtprotobM,** nplitd initruoMDU of wbooi ibt Kirii Bpini m»kM um Io 
B ofoontb j "iod I know thtt you ort aoqttainlod: whitpor dNtdfbl loaptaMono in tho etrt of indl- 
with oU my guilt. 1 nin not ignonnt thui amidsi f idualt roduotd to do^wlr. Ah I that story of thn 
the rafingt of delirium my erimes were rerealed. snake— I know that ih it eearesly ersdihiei and 
But»Oh! suffer me to make the fullest oonfesskm yet it u 'all u I bate narrated itl I myssif 
now— to detail everything in oonnexion with the shudte as I at preaent retroepeet over the fright- 
put— to deaeribe the workings of my morbid, fbl aethila. Tou must.vemamber well the day on 
maddened mind goring *the variou stagu of my whieh you took ICim Aihton and myssif to the 
iniquity,— suffer me to do all this, and my eon- beautiful Oardens oonttining t^ wild beasta, the 
soienu will be sued! bruthe from your straiige birdi^ and the bornUe reptilmf But I 


reptilmf But I 


lips a single word of pardon— and yon will be eon- will show you how^ brought, the envenomed cobra 
ferring a meroy upon a fsUow^ereature who ii to the vUla. , OhI X am ao aurioua to prove 


truly penitent r • Chat everything I am taUffog ,your Ud|ahip it 

"What have you to confem that is not already oorrutl?* ^ 

known to me, vile woman P* demanded the Queen. It wu tritb the meat ptoffiwnd domUMunt that 
** Oh I if you knew how your presenu is loqth- gigoonab'tbns spoke* K the dial r^ t the qn- 

gome to me giiidmd, emrlhe ktorbld atate of her mind aha 

*' It must be 1— for my iniquity is immenu,** re- continued to aUng to fbd' idea that by her preunt 
•ponded Sagoonab, with despair still in her aooenta conduct she wu veiiteliily making On atonement 
and ineffable misery in her looks. ^'S|pt is there for her put mtldiedsi indAbi themre considered 
to be no pardon on earth for the sinner, however It above alPthhi^ naaumry that she wuld eon- 
great that sinner's erime, and when the'eontritionii vinao the Queen of her etatementa in every one of 
is oommensuiute P* ^ their minutest details. Inspired with this ideai, 

"SpeakI What have you to confess P* uked she reputsd with eialted quataikm, "Tm— I 
Indora. will show your ladyship how I brought the hideoua 

^You know not^ lady, the temptation wbioh reptile hither I" • 


led me on," proceeded the ayah. "I will not 
speak of the love wbioh wu potent even to mad- 
ness: but I will speak of the manner in which it 


Thu speaking, 5||ooBah suddenly hurst foom 
the room. 

*‘Whitte fo she goitfgP* cried Christina, af- 


prompted me to lend a too willing ear to the words foighCsd*at this vehessenu of bw maaneri' ** She 
of a fiend in female shape who wu unt to tempt is frsnaiad 1" 


me. That woman wu Madame Angelique!" 


The Queen's first impulu wu to cossmand that 


Sagoonah then proceeded to relate everything the ayah should not be allowed to penetrate into 
which had at any time occurred beCwun herulf any othu put of the villa t but on a second 
and the infamou Frenchwoman, but wbioh we thought she said, ^*Iwt hu have hu own ways 
nud not recapitulate to the reader— though it may the more perfoet ^ renders hu history the bettor 
be u well to remind him how Madame Angelique puhaps will it suve my own purpoM Ou rove* 
bad instigated the ayah Co make attempts upon lation. toads to anothu; and we will let We be 
the life of hu royal mistress, and how through eompleto." 

Bagoonah's intervention she had attained access to " What frightful things have we bun bearing f* 
Indora Ai that occasion when she proposed to the ezelaimed Ch^tina with a shuddu j " and though 
eutom lady the visit to the Duke of Marohmont's many of them were but tbe detaiMrapetiCion of 
seat of Oaklands. Tbe Quun #ru by no mmu nmeb that we know before— 
astonished at what she now heard: for Bagoonah's ** Yet it is hprnble for you, my deu young 
ravings had prepared her for intolligenoe of this firienda^" added the Queen, umpaasioutingly, u 
kind: but to Christian and Christina everything she looked upon the twini^ ** to heu them in this 
wu u novel ao it wu utounding and horrifying, elabuato |nd minute form." 

They listened u if it were to ume hideous t^ of Bagoonah It this moment re-entered the room, 
mnrdu avowed in a condemned ullj and u they br|pging with hu that small toathem case, or beg, 
^Mt togetheV, the sister clung to her twin brotheri which baj urved her purpow for the transport of 
”u if to be by him shielded and protected firom tbe eobra di capello from the Zoological Qudens 
some dangu that might befol her. As for Indora to the villa. It wu of Hindoo manufuturei and 
huulf, she listened with a utttod cold sternness of we have already dewribed it u being large enough 
look,— a look such u that splendidly handume to contain a small rabbit. It had a oovu which 
eountenanu had nsvu worn before. lapped ovu the mouth and wu futened with a 

It wu at first in the duput moumfulness that button. Bagoonah had bun up to hu own Cham- 
Bagoonah had begun her confessions: but u she ber to fetch it. 

proceeded, she grew excited : she interrupted her- " Here," she exclaimed, u she re-entered the 
ulf with frequent appeals for pity;— she gave aputment where she bad toft the Queen and the 
vent to passionato entreattos for pa^on— hu self- twins^— " here is the instrument whieh served ay 
upbraidings and hu dutorations of penitenu pro- auursed purpou on that dread day !" 
dueed an alternation betwun an almwt freoaied Then, in the ume vehement and impassio n ed 
exaltation and a profound pathos. * strain, she went on to describe libw she bad cap* 

**Oh 1 it is all true that I have told yen, lady fT Cured tbe epbrm in the toathem eass^ and how she 
ahe cried at the eondusion; "and you su ho# suffered it to esupe thence into the muoh of her 
that fiend ,of a Frenchwoman appealed to me mistress. The twine ahuddued with a oold barrel^ 
through the medium of my wukest points to at- u if the utual proceeding' iteelf were being now 
tempt all theu enumities. Puhaps you may dmliaed in their presenu ; and even the strongs 
undustond hu motivw better than 1 1 and, OhI minded Indua could not repel abimilay a ds ii l ion 
toaive hu not unpuniahed— for ahe is ene of thou —though theu wu in her ndnd a deep firntfog ef 
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thankfuJiuMf to iMAffo fbr the manner in which I ** Maj hea?nn'a oboioeafe bleiaing^ lady, allghi 
aha had oaonpod frtm the hideoiu pe^ upon your h#ad 1” ahe eaolaimcd | ** apd may yon 

** ^9^^* OPUtinuod Sagoonab, dUplnying the yet bo happy I Oh I ooiaotbiog will yot onae to 
liutheni oaao with a apeeiei of fronay, ** it waa aooompliab thia happineaa for you l^it ia impoaai- 
thia brought the deadly reptile hither* Ohl ble that one ao good and generoui ahould be abap- 
wottld that it had darted iu ooila ground my erm doned bjrheaTen i 4h! what balm haa your worda 
nod plunged its fanga into my Be§h !— wbat re- poured into my heart I I shall now weloome 
morae would hare now been spared me 1 Wretch death— for X haye reoeiyod your pardon 1 Tbo 
—wretch that 1 hare been 1 But 1 swear to you, poison is oirculating in my blood: 1 feel it— Ob, I 
lady, that such is how my aelf-loathing— ao intense feel itl A film comes over my eyesl Plaoe— 
is the abhorrence with Which cX now regard my- place me upon the sofa T’ 
self— so sick and wearied am X of life, that wars The dying ayah'a wish was at once oompliei 
the enrenomed reptile iClU within oase^ I with again she took the hand of her mistress 
would plunge in my hand 1 Thus, thus would I and pressed it to her lips. From those lips the 
plttOM it in 1— end if the serpent were torpid, I yermilion, habitually ao vivid, was dying away; and 
would excite it into its fulleat and moat terrible the brilliant lustre of her eyes was yielding to the 
yitality— X would oourt its stlnfi^aad 1 would glaao of death. 

bo thankful that I had the power so eoon to " Will you pray, Sagoonab P*’ asked the Queen i 
perish I'* and kneeling down by the side of the eofa, she 

As she thus spoke with imptaaionad and almoat began reciting a prayer in her own native Uu- 
Wenaied ythemeney* Segoonah tore open the Jap- guage. ‘ 

ping oover of the OMt, im thrust in her h^d* IK ^he twins stood by, looking on with feelings of iu- 
was no mere ata^perflannance to pr^i^om an desoribable awe— Christina clinging to her brother, 
eifiMt I it was the eetion of one who waa labouring and he etlitaining her with bis arm thrown round 
under morbid fbeliage meet aeutely exeited. And her waist. For some minutes Sagoonah continued 
as she apoke ofatliring i\p the reptile from its to repeat the prayer which the Queen was uttering i 
torpor, she paadkmately ground bar hand down as but the voice of the ayah gradually grew lower 
it were into the ease i she iidltated what she would and feebler— until it sanMltogether. 
have done in the eireumatonees whieh she was aup- The guilty but penitent Sagoonah was no morel 
posing. Her whito teeth gleamed betwixt the part- 
ing vermilion of her thm well-eut lipe : her eyee 

sparkled with unnatural fires. The twins thought 

she WM g^ng med* Indoru haradif was about to CHAPTEB CXIi. 

use her authority end eomUMmd her to be tranquil. 

All of a sudden Segoonah drew |br|b her band hadamb AXOBXiKiVJB aosib. 

from the OBie, whieh ehe immediately dropped; 

and then fbr au instant the oontemplaM the back tx waa the evening of the next day ; and Sir Fre- 
of that hand with the moat eameat scrutiny* She der|pk Lptbam rode forth on horseback from his 
was seen to real slightly t and then a ei^ as if of palatial mansion at Balham Hill. Completely 
wild, ha}f«frenaiedt and toMble Joy thriUed from happy now waa the great City merobant ' in the 
her lips. eop^enoe which subsisted between bimseif and bis 

*'Ob, I ogmprebend itl** she exoloimed, einkiog wife, the beautiful Anastaria; and that oonlidonce 
upon an oltoman ; ** and death is eoming to me^t bad begun to engender lovo on both sides. Sir 
lam 1 £ady, you are avenged— and my oontem- Frederick felt that he could not lavish too many 
plated orime baa brought its pwu punishment I Ob, proofs of bis regard upon the wife whom he had so 
I am dying 1— the deadlv poison is even now oirou- cruelly suspected : while she on her part woe 
lating in my reins I That esfo J— touch it not in- touched by the altered demeanour of her husband 
side ! Consign it to tbe fire- let ii bd" consumed towards her. She comprehended that certain 
at once!— tbepe if death within I The serpent baa naturally generous feelings, which had long re- 
left one of itc veoomed fangs there !” * mained latent in the soul of a man entirely ab- 

A horrible light now fiiwbed in unto tbe braina sorbed in worldly pursuits, bad now been by acoi* 
of the Queen and tbe twins ; and with a frightful dental oircumstWnoes awaimned ; and though she 
olearnesa did they eomprebend tbe ayah's meaning, was unselfish, yet as a woman ^e did her best to 
Cries burst from their lips, at with one acoord they encourage them. Thus there was for this couple 
•prang towards her* Indora lifted the ayah'a hand ; every prospect of a more real domestic happinese 
and a slight puncture— or rather scarcely percep- than they had ever before known; and Sir Frede- 
tible scratch, from which a drop of blood had ooaed rick Latham oould not altogether regret the oir- 
foyth— was visible upon tbe bsy^ of that band. oumstancea whic^ though painful at the time, had 
'*Ohl what can wa do to lave herF’ oried given rise to this improved epoch in bis w^ded 
Christina and her brother, as itewere in tbe aamo Ufa* 

breath. It was a beautiful erening in the month of Ooto- 


" Ho earthly power oau aare her 2** answered the 
Queen aotomnllA perish 1 O Sagoo* 

nah 1 ItoA mifrad 1 could not hare forgiren you : 
bub jP|Oib has fSiatened upon you, I as- 

•ttffi ipu if my pardon !" 

9Mil||ght ot un unspeakable Joy animated the 
dytof fyab's eountonance; and seixing with hai 
WUpiiaded hauduna of tha handa of bay mistrasib 
FTiftoi it farrantly to har lipa 


her t all tbe obarms of a late autumn were pro- 
longed; and the trees retained an unusual ver- 
dure for that season of tbe year. Sir Frederick 
and Anastatia bad dined earlier than usual, in 
order that her ladyship might pay a visit to her 
mother, who continued to be somewhat*lDdisposedi 
while the merchant himself, taking advantage of 
the loveliness of the evaning^ want forth for a ride 
cm horsabaejp. It happened that he war unattended 
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hy • groom on tbii ooeoikNi»for loibe retion wbieh f bare bappootd, the Doko^o brother ww there el 
it Is not worth while to describe. It wee bj eooi* the rerj leme moment. Bo the Inspector leid in 
dent, and with no settled purpose in view, that the account of the oaptnro which he ge?e to tto 
Sir Frederick Latham rode in the direction of magistrate, and which is In the newspaper." 
Britton Hill,— where, as it will be recollected, " But the Duke did not oobm dm to yon-* 
Madame Angelique's rilla was rituCted. eh P** obser?ed Mr. Slmdbolt. " ^ell, all t oan tell 

'^Bnt let us leaTo Sir Frederick for a few minutes, you is that if you hadn't gifon me that little dou* 
while we look int^the interior of that rilla. ceur of two hundred guineaa to clip into Oole- 

Madame AngeliquO was seated at dessert i but man's hand——** , 

her countenance bore the ef idences oi a certain " 1 hope It it rlgh^ and thii gon hare not 
Inward trouble or uneasiness* It was clear that been deeeifiug meP'*^ Jtadamd AngeliquCi 
the milliner, on retiring from business, bad not looking ferg hard at itr. iliadMlt. 
found the mental tranquillity*whieh she had hoped *'I deceire j(A|P*^ he esBcmMd* **Wbai— 
to experience in the seclusion of her beautifel honNt Ike Bhadbolt decetfi bte dear and intimate 
villa. Presently there was a knock at the doerf friend, the amiable and ejmejlant Madame Ange* 
and Mr. Bhadbolt was announced by the pretty Uque P Hot { indeed! IiQ( 4 at me. So t ceem 
parleur.maid, whose face expressed mingled anger a man capable of placing auoh a dm trihk 1^* 
and disgust; for eho detested this visitor, and be "I hope not," rlN^med the ftenehwomani 
had just taken the liberty of tapping her cheek in "and I hope Hkewica that evarythilig is now cafe 
the hall. Mr. Bhadbolt— as was now gsual with in that quarter T’ 

him— had been dining luxuriantly, and it seemed The reader will have no doubt comprehended ihel 
es if the viands of which .he iiad part!! ken, had^ ^ihe unprincipled Bhadbolt bad been playing a trick 
been washed down with a considerable pxnount of by working on IMame Angeliqui^C fears, in order 
generous wine. Indeed it was in a state of semi- to obtain the money of whien hesi^ in need: for 
ebrioty that he was thus introduced into Madame hiseztravaganoec were itidimited, and hc had taken 
Angelique's presence. to gambling. * 

** Well, what news P" 4e inquired, taking a seat, " Teu see, mj dpar friend," lie continued, reBUing 

and at once filling a wine-glass for himself. hts glass, end helping himself to’ another slice <3 


" It is singular that I have not seen the Duke," eake, "all those lawyer feUows are open to bribes i 
replied Madame Angelique, rather in a musing and as Colaman knows so muoh about you, we shall 


tone to herself, than exactly addressing her viii- have to fee him oeeaaionally. But what think you 
tor. of letting me make an attempt In come ocher quar* 

** What Duke P Tour friend Marchmont of tor, as a means of raising the wind P" 
whom you so constantly speak P" he inquired. " Ho, never I" cgaoulated Idaddme Angelique 

" Yes. I forgot 1 bad not seen you siooe he firmly. " That businesa of the iLathamc waa 
oslled yesterday. It was immediately after you enough for me. I never was so frightened in my 


" Well, I can tell you,” rejoined Bhadbolt, " that | " Well,^ well," said Sbadboli 


[t "Juetasyoupleace. 
1 just dropped in to 


file Dujee is lying in a desperate state at his hollse I must tnke myself off ||ow : 1 just dropped m to 
> |h Belgrave Bquaie." inquire alter your premous he^tb, end tall you 

” Ah r"* ejaculated Madame Apgelique t and bow nicely and comfortably 1 had eetCled that little 
then she muttered to herself, " Ho wonder I no affair with Oolemao." * * • 

wonder 1” • But what of the Duke of Marchmont P” said 

*' X suppose you know," oontinued Bhadbolt, Madame Angelique. " How did yon Icari^''*’**** 


" that his brother Lord Olandon suddenly turned 
up yesterday and was arrested P* 

** Yes, 1 know it all,” answered Madame An- 


" That be was in so desperate a oondition ex- 
claimed Bhadbolt. " Why, everybody at the West 
End is talWnfilof it* It seems that he took on so 


" Yes, 1 know it all,” answered Madame An- £iUd u talscnLox it. it seems tnat ne took on so 
gelique. " I read the paragraph that was in this about bis brother, he went home in a state border- 
morning's paper ; and the evening one,” eUe added, ing^n frenxy, and was eeiaed with delirium. That 
glancing totiards the Globe, which lay upon the «• all 1 knpw. Ah I by the bye, there la something 
eofa, *' contains a longer account of what yesterday else I just now heard at the West Hnd. The very 
took place at Bow Street. It seoiu that the very Hindoo woman we were talking of——" 


Mr. Coleman eoncerning whom you had been 
frightening me so—" 

"Yes— the arrest took place at his oflice," eaid 
Bhadbolt, speaking with hia mouth full of %ake; 
" and the Duke himself was In the place at the 
time. There was a Hindoo woman too—" 


"What of berP’ demanded Madaifie Angeliquo 
■eagerly. 

" Bhe ia dead," replied Bhadbolt. 

"Deadl" cjaoulat^ the milliner. 

*< Yes, dead. Ah I by the bye," repeated Bhad- 
bolt, "I reoolleot you once ask^ me eomthing 


" 1 know it," interrupted Madame Angelique about Chat Lady ^dora* with whom the &idoo 
ourUy. "When the Duke called upon mo after woman lived— ” 


you left the villa yesterday, I told him all you bad 
been saying to me——" 

"Well— and what the*P"aiked BbadbeiC with 
a momentary eagerness. 

" Why, to epe^ plainly," responded the Frenob- 


"Yes— and you told me at the time tbat she wee 
instigating Coleman to proseeuto me/* 

I " Did 1 P Well, I dare cay it whf so^*' observed 
I Bhadbolt carelessly I for though sttimoientl|y sharps 
be had not a memory atrong aneugh always to 


womait, " thi^buke was not much inelined to be* tain the reeoUeotion of the numerous perveratona of 
lieve that Cbleman was a man who would accept trqth or actual felsehooda to which be war pmr. 
a bribe of two hundred guineas to desist from pro- " But abofit this Hindoo womim — tkif fete 
scouting me. However, he said he Would go and goooahP* said Madame Angelique. 
see Mr. Coleman on my behalf | and, ae it must "I eould not exactly learn the rights of fe," re- 
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ipondtd Shadbollt ^'bat thw wm a OoroiMr*i in- hnd ihn wandered forth into her gronnde. 8he 
f ueet on bet bodj to-dej— and it appeare that it etroUed throof h the garden, at the baek of the 
look plaoo qniot ODOogh. 1 waa told ooweror that honaeb end peaaed into a little paddock which laj 
the Wndoo woman died ftom the eoratoh of a beyond. It wae a beautifkll/ clear oftning; and j 
eobnf e fug in a leather caae in which aha had there waa a bracing rigonr in the air. Still it 
bmj^t thereptile with her orer ftom India* The acaroelj refkoahed the heated oheeka and throbbing 
cerAt waa ' Aoeidental Death,’ or aocMthing of browa of the Frenohwomant for prcaentimeota of 
that aort; and that’a all I know of the boameea.” aril were in her mind* Aa ahe waa walking 
Mr* Bbadbolt now tmA hia departmei and the through the paddock, heb ear paught the aonnde 
moment he waa gone the pretty maid-aerrant on- of aome equipage in the adjoining lanes but the 
tered to oomplain to her mlalieai of the nmn’a rude treea prerented her from immediatelj diatingniah- 
beharioar ererj time he viaited the houae. Ma- ing what it waa | and ahe moreorer beatowed but 
dame Aogeliqne wu dee|^ indl|mmt | for ^ had little thought upon the eireometanoe. Indeed, ao 
eooghtto aa the reader bea aeen^ to appear aa " a much abaorbed waa dhe in her own redeetioni^ ahe 
aaint” in her Boighbonrhood. She did not there- Ihiled to notice that the equipage had atopped at n 
fore like to bare the diacrbdit of reeeifing auoh an little diatance. 

imaural pereon aa the anid Imao Shadbolt at her Prcaentlj a break in the treea rerealed theeqni- 
houae. She promiaad bet partoor-maid to put a pe^ to her riew ; and ahe aaw that it waa a poet* 
atop tohiaimpropfiitiaai iad the girl waa eon- ohaiae. At the aame inatant ahe heard footatepe 
tented. adranoing towarda her from behind ; and turning 

Angelique waa more than half Inclined round, ahe beheld two eoaraelj-dreaaed men ap- 
to beliofe that Hr. Shadbolt had awindled her Out proaohing. They were attired aa labourera; each 
of the two hundred guineaa whioh he hod Sieged ^'carrying a aUck in hia hand. Madame Angelique 
to be lor the purpoae of freiqg Mb. Ooleman; «id waa frightened: for ahe reoolleoted that her men- 
the intelligeooe ehe had Juat recelred from her aertanta were out on aome buaineaa connected with 
well-looklag domeatie aggrarated her ill-fbeling the atable; and the aituatbn of the rilla waa auf- 
againat Shadbolt. She inwardlj anatheomtiaed fieiently lonely to juatify her apprehenaion. A 
the necaaaity of oountenaneing ttie rialta of auoh aoream waa about to peal from her lip^ when one 
an indifidud; and her tboughte beinf agitated, of the men aaid to her in*a reaolute roioe, " We 
ahe went forth to cool her brain with the freah want you— and you muat oome along with ua. All 


air of the garden. 

Madanqi Angelique waa by no meana aatoniahed 
that the arraat of Lord Olandon ahould hare pro* 


diaturbanoe will be uaelesa 1 *’ 

Whereupon the apeaker aeiaed her by the arm, 
while hia companion oaught her by the waiat— 


dueed auoh n powerful efl!M| upon the Duke of both alike forbidding her at her peril from crying 
Marehmonti far It will be remembered that bia out. The en-milliner howerer aoreamed; and then 
Qrace had made certain unoonacioua ter elaticma n hand waa inatantaneoualy placed orer her mouth 
when he wu at the es-hiillioer’a rillab ufror haring •awhile one of the men exclaimed in her ear, ” It 
experienced aeriona ill-treatment at the handa of la in the Duke of Marohmont’a affair that you are 
the Burker. The Fkenehwoman wee glad that wanted I” 

Sagoonah hhd pataed outeof thia worid i lor aha Tfaia announcement at once paralymd Madame 
had orer trembled Icat aa inreatigalion into the Angelique; and an awful conaternation aeiaed 
aource of t^ murdoroua attack, which had been upon her. But at that inatant aome one^raa aeen 
by miatakh made upon the ay^ ahc^ lead to bounding towarda the apot; and Sir Frederick 
the expoanre of antaoadeni drumatanc^ dhd Latham made hio appearance on the acene. 
thereby periloudy drag in the flame of Mi^me Without pauamg to inquire into the nature of 
Angelique hermlf. But atill, though that one the outrage— nor weighing the probabilitiea of 
oauae cl apprehenaion appeared to hate been re- aome tranegreaaion on the Frenohwoman*a part on 
moted, the Frenchwoman waa fhr frgm being tran- the one hand, againat a proceeding whioh at a 
quil in her mind. She belieted that the tangled glance waa ao auapidoua on the other— the Oity 
web which the Duke of Marohmont had wotan, merchant grappled with the two men; and a 
might now probably be cloaing in around himaelf; atroggle enauad. Wreeting the olub frbm the hand 
and ahe had been ao mixed up with many of hia of one of the iqtending abduotora. Sir Firederioff 
achemea opd prqjeota— though at the time nncon- atruck him to the ground; and the other at onoe 
aeioua of how far ahe waa being uaed aa a mere in- took to hia heela. Madame Angelique clung to 
atmmentk and to what apeoial aimahia machinationa her delifcrers but terror atill atiflcd the power of 
were directed— ahe trembled leat there ahould be a utterance. 

general oraah, which might in? olre heraelf in the " Villain I what meana thia P” exdiimed Sir 


ruinai And then too there waa thia laaao Shad- Frederick, thua atemly addreaaiog the man whom 
boll^ who wielded a aort of power orer her, and he had airiokcn down, and whc^ half-atunned by 
who ahe aaw but too plainly i|aa reaolTed to uae the blow, waa painfully endearouring to rice, 
her puree aa hia own— who came to the houae at But aearcely waa the question put^ when an- 
all houra— inaultod her aarranta— diagraoed her other person appeared upon the scene. Thia wao 
with hia Intemperance ■■ and froated at her ex* Chriatian ^hton, who Imd aprung forth from the 
pauaa^— there waa thia nian, we aay, whom ahe postchaim on beholding Sir Frederick Latham leap 
not ehake off, and whoae prccence ahe from hia horse and rush to the assistance of the 
ThuiL altogether, the ex-milUner found, ex-milliner. 

JS^erit heire before stated, that on abandoning bar The racognitiim of Ohrlattan on thf meroheaffo 

« im and letfaing to her beautifril suburben pert waa inatantaneoua ; and our young hare 
ahe hid not alighted on a bed of roaao. haatened to my to himp «* Suspend your judgment^ 

She foil the want of frmh air; and thecefoct Sir SVederiok I I bold myeeV reaponaible for this 




«eeming outraira. Let me have a fevr words' 
with yon aside?* • 

“ Certainly, my yonnflr friend,*’ said the mer- 
ohant. ** Your preeenoe here is sufficient to 
induce me to suspend my opixiion, as you 
desire.” 

** Madame AnMlique,” said Christian, now 
stepping up to the ex-milliner, and whispering 
these words rapidly but impressiyelyin her ear, 
” in the name of the Lady Indora, the dead 
Sagoonah, and the infamous Duke of Maroh- 
mont, I oommand you to remain where you are I 
Dare to attempt ^ht-~aad I at onoe proclaim 
your numsyous crimes I'* 

The iWichwomaa lemained transfired with 
a sense of awful oonstemation ; and Ohristiaa 
now turned to address a few words to the man 
whom Sir FrederidE Latham had felled to the < 
gxonjA bift who had regained hie feet* 

Ko* 8ft»-^Fov»rB 


” Hasten after your companion, and bring ; 
him back ! Coward that he is ! he might have j 
known that I was at hand to shield him !** 

The man to whom Christian thus spoke, sped 
away after his comrade : and our nero then 
aeain turned towards Sir Frederick Latham. 
Having assured himself by a glance that 
Madame Angelique showed no inclination to 
depart, Christian said to the merchant, ** With* 
out entering into all details, Sir Fredcxiok, I 
hope to be enabled in a few words to convince 
you of the propriety of a proceeding which you 
could not, in your ignorance of the Ikots, have 
regarded otherwise uian as a most scandalous 
outrage.** • 

Chnstian then gave some brief explanationsy 
to which Sir FiMssick Latham listened with 
profound attention. i 

** Andttis not only Madame Angelique^” said 
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ChristitB^ ** whom wo oro thus aoxiout to seeare , on fint catehini; a p^limpse of the attack Ira'S# 
•—but likewise that Tillain who is in the garb of a upon Madame Angelique. 

Lascar-——** The post-chaise drove rapidly away; and Sir 

**Ahi 1 saw by the newspapers,** ejaculated the I Frederick passed round to the front gate of the 
merchant^ ** that be is a wretch whom justice has • tills* There he rang the bell ; and the parlour- 

long sought ** I quickly answered the summons. 

**The samel’* inieij(*cfcd Christian. "He is: **l)o not be alarmed at what lam about to 
known by the terrible appellation of the Barker. | communicate, *' said the merchant t " but your 
From ciroumstanoes which have come Co our | mistress has been suddenly compelled to absent 
knowledge— But no matter I for time ii now | herself for a time. It may perbCips be to her in- 
pressing.** ** I terest that you say as little on the subject as pos- 

" Should that villain be stiU Inr^ng in this ‘ aible— that you devise some excuse — a sudden 
neighbourhood,'* rejoined Sir Ffeteiek, — " and ' Joarney, or something of the sort; but this I must 
should he happen to fall Into leave to your discretiqp. You know who I am; 

people are keeping a,iharp loM-out— 1 will at and let my word be a guarantee fer fhatsoever I 
once communicate witk you* BaHt assured that am saying to you.** 

her Mnjesty Queen Indoff may cptSmand ray scr- Sir Frederick rode off —leaving tbo half-dis- 
vico4 in every respect! addl oeseMlI ybtt to con- mayed, haif-astonished Jane to put her own oon- 


vey this pledge to her 


struetion on the information he had imparted to 


"TbetwomenareretiAniBgi’' ffcjd Cbriltian, her. and give way to whatsoever conjectures it 
he glanced in tbe dUtotion whence tpk ihdivi- migllt suggest. 


as he glanced in tbe dUtotion whence th* ihdivi- migllt suggest. 

duals who had seiced ttpon hfadam# Apnllque The du^ic was now completely closing in ; and 
were now retraeUig their itepa from the ptUggs at Sir Frederick rode onward in the direction of Bal- 
the extremity ot the paddoohf e ngm Hill. He had not proceeded very far when 

"Madame A^^etique^*' eelAij^Ffedcrick Ba- eta entering a lonely byo-Une which he took, he 
thaoi, tutning towairas tba^wml^er, and ad- beheld a man walking elowly along in front of him. 
diesrinF her with a cold ytfS^4ike of voire I On a nearer approach he perceived that this fellow 
and eountenanoe^ " I can W interfbre in had the air of a travelling tinker : bis apparatus 

jottv behalf. OerUin ciream44(ta0et htave eQ9e (o I waa slung to a itick over bis shoulder i and his 
my knowledge whleh fidly fhe dfo^dltajt garments were grimed with black. Sir Frederick 

instituted against you. Yon wql ||hd |t more tp thought nothing of the circumstance ^ and he was 
your advantege to go quietly iflth this yoi|,ng passing the man at a gentle trot, when the fellow 
gentleman end the men whom Im has brought began imploring alms. Ho however suddenly 
with him—** ^bort as if be rcoogniied Sir Frederick : 

" Quod heaven ! what will beeome of me f** but be had said enough to enable the mcrobunt to 
moaned the wretched Fronc i woman, clasiping her bo struck by sotpething in bis tone. The next in- 
hands in anguish. « Ob, pray have mercy upoti itant Sir Frederick— who was very for from 
me i Let me fly to Franoe 1 I vow and declare lacking eonjraM-^spraQg from his horoo and threw 
that never again will 1 show myself in this ooun- himself Upon the false tinker, 
try—'* She man was however prepared for the attack t 

"Your entreeties tie vdo,*' interrupted Sir fpr et the instant tho moretiant leapt from his 
Frederick atcmlyi "and you have to choose be- ttosd,^he ruflkn let his apparatus frll behqid him, 
tween a qui^i departure with Mr. Ashton, and a ahd aimed a terrible blow at Sir Frederick with 
prompt arrest in the name of the laws which you hfs club. But tbe merchant esoaped it ; and tho 
have outraged. 'Which shall it be P Let yoiir dc- 1 next instant tbe 'ruffian was hurled upon tho 
oisiun be quickly given.*' ** ground. 

"Oh I what do they mean to do with me P* cried " 1 know youl'* exclaimed Sir Frederick, with 
tho miserable Frenchwoman, who naturally pictured his knee upon the villain’s chest and one hand 
to herself all kinds of horrors. c- " grasping his throat. " You are the false Lascar— 

"At present you can know nothing,*’ answered the Barker— and heaven knows what else ! Dead 
Sir Frederick i " but 1 repeat the assurance thCt or alive, you shall remain in my power I” 
you have a better chance of escaping fvora tbe *' The club had been wrested from the Barker's « 
vengeance of the law by a docile surrender pre- grasp; but he struggled desperately. Indeed, ill 
aent oiroomstaooes^ than by a vain and useless might it have fared with Sir Frederick Latham, 
lesiatance.** bad not a couple of labouring men suddenly ap- 

" This young gentleman seems kind and good,** peared upon tbe scene; and they happened to be 
laid the ax>milliner ; "and 1 throw myself upon in the employment of the merchant himself. Tho 
bis mercy. Ohl sir,*' she orie^ addressing herself Barker* was secured, and conveyed tp Sir Fre- 
to ObristioD, "pray be forbearing towards a raise- derick’s own mansion. 

rablo defeooelesa female I I go with you— I go Intelligence of this capture was forwarded on 
with you!** e the ensuing morning to Christian Ashton,— who 

Madame Angelique however wrung her hands sent back a written answer to Sjr Frederick. Tbe 
in miguisU os she thus spoke : and she was so Barker was kept all that day, as he had been de* 
overpowered by her feelings that tho two meta tamed the preceding night, in a cellar at Tudor 
wero‘cotDpe}led to carry ridher than lead her to House ; and lb the evemiig Christian arrived In a 
the post-chaise. Christian conferred fora few mo- post-chaise to reoeive the prisoner. The two la- 
mente longer with Sir Frederick Latham ; and bourere who had rendered luob timely asibtance, 
they then parted,— our young hero entering the were allowed by the merchant to ae^ aiHMistodiana 
ohaise, and tbe merchant remounting his horsey tbw of the captive during the toamey to the place to 
bridle of whieh be bad baatily attaohed to a gate which the ruffian waa to be conveyed; and tbe 


Whole proeeedios wta conducted with m much Ition he leernt that Amy had become a mother a 
ktorecy as ptfitible. few weeks prefiously— bat that the of 

her dishonour perished at ita birth. It farther 
appeared that Amy bad since been Tory ill s and 
ihat only a few d^ps had eltpted ainoe she leK the 
CHAPTER CXLt. Oottch of sidkiUMI to bfisatfae the fresh air. She 

hid now ifone to ramble Ibr a short dii taooe in 
A Tisiff TO KVADCohir. the adjseent Selds; and her retorn might bo soon 

• eipeoted. Xfi. Wiliii Inibrmed Cbristiaa that the 

It was now a peHod of renewed bustle and ekoite- unhappy ydong wcmiA had sidfered eten 
moot for Christian Aabtott : but all Iho duties ho froid ihoawl aUguisb than from phyiical malady- 
had undhirtaken— and which either nrose from hie that nt tlmts |]io«liad beeU idfiwd with fits of tio* 
own aeose of what was expedient in esutin| tit* lenl etoiiehiehl— wbiOe it Mere She bed iunk'into 
eumetancas^ Iff from the eu|fgestion of the friehda moo^s of the dSipeA diil|^dskMqh Alt this the 
v.ch whom he was co.oporatin^— were mostohM- flarmet^s widow reUlhd fil t ftpfritof beneeclent 
fully performed. Cheorfally— yes I because it Wei oompassioo, and tte| witli the whieperfog tongue of 
in behalf of bia generoua benefactor that he woe scandal t dor did Mn euhihtt the sHghtast euriosity 
thus deeply, deeply interesting himsolf,— that in respsci to«the dwtin of Our bero*s fisit 
benefaotor who bid given him a home, who had Amysoohaft^Wdirdeimmo her appedrance; and 
bidden him entertain no care fur the future, and Ghriitian wae ahocked by the alteration that had 
who had assured him that a fortune should be his taken {[dace in her. She was'iiotmor* than twenty- 
own. AU these things had, Lord ClandOn done for five— but die looked a doaeu years older i her 
Christian Ashton ; and gratitude wae amongst thg eouutCnaboe was thin, haggard, and oareworn* He 
most eminent qualities of bur youthful hero. had known her as oxceedlugly handsome i he now 

The reader has eeen how he first became ao> beheld all her beauty faded i while her toilet— once 
quaintod with the tragio history which so memo- eo exquisitely neat — indicated, if not an actual 
rably attached itself to Oaklands— how bo had slovanliudib at least It diirsgard fbr ail personal 
read the newspaper- gecount in the library of ombellwhment* * . 

Marchmont House in ^Beigravc Square —and how The anlmatioii oljby howsvor appeared upon 
he had subsequently learnt many minuter partiou- the unfortonald yonUg womao*s features, as she 
lars from the old steward Purvis. He had ell weloomed Cbriitiau^abUin. She entertained both 
along boiioved in the guilt uf Bertram Vivian, reipeotand friendship for our young hero; and 
alias Lord Clandon ; circumsiautial evidenoo bad she WaS deeply grateful for the present visit, 
scoiued so forcibly to substautlato that guilt. But ** 1 have often and often wondwedi Hr. Ashton,*' 
he bud believed in it only so long as he wai in she ipiid, ** whether you bad forgotten mo alto* 
utter ignorance of the identity of Lord Olandon getber. It would have been natural if you had; 
with Mr. Bedclifiti ; and thsth the instant the in* for the unfortunate and disgraced ones of the earth 
teliigenoe of this identity was conveyed to him, are eeidom borne in the memory— unices it is to be 
the speediest revulsion took place in his mind, and thought of witfa contumely and scorn— •although 
he^ becamo as firmly Convioced of Lord Clenden'e of tbeso fedingi I at least' knew gom to be inoa* | 
inooebnee. Away went all ciroumstantiil evi* pable!** • i 

denco (•v-aoattered to the winds were all the ficti ** I havs frequently thought of you, Amy,*' an* | 
which had hitherto combined to establish that in* swered Obriatiavi; **Lnd it has been yritb pity,6or- | 
dividual’s guilt: lor Oh! it was impossible that row, and compataion. You Judge mV rightly ; I I 
Cliristian could associate such ctformuus turpitude Sn incapable of regarding the consoquencus of an* | 
with one whoso life seemed so pure, whoso heart other*a blaek iilTamy ai the results of your own | 
was so generous, and whose philanthropy was so willing sinralness. Yes— 1 have pitied you; and i 
noble. And then too. Queen Indora herself had ovou if I had nos this day cuioe to convene with i 
•otored into certain particulars which teniiod to you on matgors of business I ebould not have I 
strengthen the conviction that Christian bad now suffered a much longer interval to elapao ere mak* | 
formed : and thus it was with no reluctance —with iilg an inqairy after your welfare.'* I 

• no fear of labouring in a wortblcsa cause— that Teare»were trickling down the young womanls 
our young hero was at present* devoting himself oountenance ; and with a crimson glow upon her 
to such duties aa the position of circumstances cheeks, she said, "You have doubtless heard from 
suggested. Mrs. Willis—*-** 

In pursuance of one of these taefce, we flod him " 1 have heard all that ooncerne kmyi and 
taking his seat in a railway carriage at the South* I have been diatretsed to learn that you have auf* 
Kastern Terminus a few daye after the inddents fered so eoVeroly from illness. But on your part^ • 

I We bavo detailed in the preceding chapters. He have you rooelved any tidings of the important > 
was bound for Headdom— that little village in the evenU which have recently ooeurred in Xiomlon^* | 
neighbourhood of Ashfol^, to which the unfotCu- "Yei^'* answered Miss Sutton: "my eistor ! 
nbie Amy Sutton hod retired in order to oooceai Havion has sent me letters and newepaporew-^** | 
her shame from the world. In a couple of hours "Then you know that {^rd Ohmiiim is aSvV j 
be rcaobed his destination t and ou prooeedillg to ioteijected Christian,— "that be has been at* ■ 
the neat little bottage where he bad laet seen ratted—’* | 

Amy, he iearht that ebe Aas stiU residing there. " Yoe— and likewise that the villain Marehmoftt i 
She was not however at home at the instant he himeelf la dangerohsly ail. OKI'* eaolaiiBed lAmye | 
caHod : bttt Mfe. WUli% thb farmef^s widow who her eyss^ Uthertaluetreleae, now flashing flie, "he 
kept the eottage^ at onoo fepogniiefl Chriatian and muai not dia until I hhvo wreaked some terrible 1 
invited him to eMir* In the ooerm of conrena* vengeunee t^himJ It was but a few Siye ife j 
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i MoeiTad from my lister e letter giving me ^he 
hope that the period for each veogeenee wm nenr 
at hand— 

"To deal frankly with you, Amy/' interrupted 
Christian, " it was upon these points that I came 
to oonfor with you. Tou cannot have forgotten 
■11 you told me when I was lut here a frw months 
back. Tou gave me to understand that your sister 
Marion was seeking to succour yon in your plan 
of contemplated vengeance. Tou informed me 
Ukewise that she had become ooimeeted with Wil- 
son Stanhope; and 1 have reason to know that 
Wilson Stanhope himsdf had some dark dealings 
with the Puke of Marohmont, Ifow I must in- 
form you, Amy, that several persons are engaged 
in weaving the web so tightly around Marchmont 
that if he should recover from ^bis dangerous ill- 
ness into which his own tortured mid harrowed 
feelings have no doubt plunged him-—" 

" Good heavens 1 what mean you P” melaimed 
Miss Sutton, as a sudden suspicion flashed in unto 
her mind. "Is, it possible that the si^ty'' of 
Marchmont hirtself is compromised by the an^pst 
of his brother Lord Clandon P" 

"Tou must not question m^ Amy," replied 
Christian Ashton. " 1 am not now at liberty to 
explain everything I know. * But this muoh I will 
tell you— that if you will abandon your own 
isolated anAMMdual eeheihe of vengeance^' and 
eo-opsMte wdllfMlQse whp, inspired by no vindic- 
tive frelingi^ are aniions only to expose wrong 
and make right come uppermost— if, in a word, 
Amy, you league with us^ and throw as it 
were into the common stock, all such means of 
prosecuting our plan as you may be enabled to 
aiford— 

" Oh, yea I" exclaimed the young woman, with a 
fierce enthusisismi "anything, Mr. Ashton, so 
long as there be a chance of inflicting a terrible 
chastisement upon the head^ him to whom I owe 
my degradation and my min 1" 

"There is every cfaince^ Amy I" rejoined our 
hero. " Ten me, therefore^ in which manner and 
to what extent you can assist usP" * 

"Tou know, Mr. Ashton," Continued Amy 
0utton, " that my frail and unfortunate sister 
Marion euifered herself to be handed over as the 
mistress of Wilson Stanhope. She ktyiwefrom me 
that this man Stanhope bad been connected with 
the nefarious plans of the Puke of Marohmonhi 
she knew likewise that it was my aim to erreak a 
fiarful vengeance, if possible, on Marohmonfs 
bead. She resolved to suooour me. For some 
weeks has she been living under the protection of 
Wilson Stanh<q>e, towards whom she has displayed 
every evidence of aifretioa ; she has lavish^ her 
caresses upon him— she has insidiously assailed 
him with ^olerlec— she has adopted every means 
to win his completcst confidence. 1 need not tell 
yon that he is dissipated— qhat lie Is addicted to 
wine— and that his habits are often intemperate. 
Thus has she sueeeeded in gleaning from him cer- 
tain samsts of thejutmost importai^ but of which 
I mysMf am still unaware ;‘fbr with a becoming 
prddilMS she would not entrust them to an epis- 
>coneapondence. That these aeereti^ how- 1 ; 
eatfr^'sroold be mlnousto the Puke of Marohmont 
If ibade known^ I have not the slightest doubt. A 
wasaradling myfslf in the hopes of a speedy ven- 
•sanas^ when tfis i n t s l ligeribe reached 'me of the 


vile Puke's serious ill n ess ■ an illness which ma- 
thought might end fhtally. And I was striivng- 
hard to regain sufficient h^th and strength to re- 
pair to London to see my sister, and asoertain 
from her lips all that she bad gleaned from Stan- 
hope in the momeuts of his ebriety, or when he 
was under the influence of her cajoling blandish- 
ments I" 

"Tou have told me sufficient, Amy," replied 
Christian, who had listened with the deepest at- 
tention to the young woman's narrative^ "to 
decide me how to act." 

"But there is one stipulation which I must 
make 1" ejaculated Amy, with a sudden acoess of 
fierce excitement ; " and it is that whatsoever ven- 
geance you wreak upon the Puke of Maroh- 
mont " 

" Understand me well I" interrupted Christian. 
"It is no vengeance which we are endeavouring 
to wreak t it is an attempt to expose his iniquity 
throughout all its various ramifications — and as I 
before said, to make the right come uppermost. 
^1 his crimes shall be made to pass like a hideous 
phantasmagoria of spectres before his eyes ; and 
those who have been the accomplices or the wit- 
nesses of his several deeds of turpitude, shall be 
marshalled in dread testimony against him. On 
that occasion, Amy, you shfll be present 1" 

" This is what I require ejaculated the young 
woman t " it is for this that 1 was about to stipu- 
late I Make use of me as yon will i but remember, 
Mr. Ashton, you pledge yourself that I shall not 
be forgotten when the crowning moment of retri- 
bution arrives." 

"Tou shall not be forgotten, Amy," rejoined our 
hero. "On the contrary, your presence will be 
needful. From inquiries which I last night caused 
to be instituted in Belgrave Square, there is every 
prospect that the Puke of Marohmont will survive 
this illness, though so dangerous^ into which be 
has been plunged." ^ 

"Ob, 1 am rejoiced I I am rejoiced I" exclaimed 
Amy Sutton; and the ferocity of a tigress glistened 
in her eyes. 

The aspect of her countenance did Obriatian 
harm to contemplate iti but be could not utter a 
remonstrance nor breathe a syllable of rebuke t he 
needed the servioei and the co-operation of Amy 
Sutton; and be was forced to avail himself of her 
vindictive feelings for the carrying out pt his own 
l^urposes. He remained in di^urse with her for c 
some time longer; and on rising to take his leaver 
he addressed her in these parting words——" 

"Tarry you here for the present^ to regain 
health a^ strength as speedily as you can ; and 
when the moment approaches that your presence 
will be* required elsewhere, yon will receive a 
timely noti^ation from me. Tou can let me 
know in a few days how your convalescence pro- 
gresses; so that 1 may hye the ass uran ce of your 
^ilily to travel sosse llttie distance when the 
period fbr action shall arrive." 

"Were I gpon the bed of death," ejaculated the 
young woman, with another fierce glaring and 
flashi^ of the ^ei^ "1 would not fSul to obey 
your summcnal" 

"Inwall," said Ohristiaai "the interval wlU 
not be long before your wrongs Amy, will be 
avenged as terribly as you yonnelf could poeaiUj 
deriMi" 


ma mnmxii on nn oomn. 


Our jmuig hiio tbftt took bis 1m?o of ICiii I London lost 
fiatloB,— hoYiag jpiofiondj Munod hiniMl^ bow- ftotod, thot • 
cTor, tbit dio bod no noed of poeuniaryaigbtmoo c ' 


London lost niobk It oppetn from wbM bn 
ftotod, that 0 lodj ombooid n oertoin' diMovnn 
bolweon bimo^ and tha Duka of BCafobmont^ 


and vatraoing hia at^ to tba railwaj ataHon, ba J aoon after tba aaaaaaln-attampt wm made upon 

« an aU ^ M f Ima aooaA •• « •.« ... _ 


ratunad bj tha next train to London. 


BagoonaVaUfr; and bj tha daaeription, tUa ladj 


It waa about thraa o*olo(dt in tha afternoon la none other than Aba. Osaadan." 
whan be reached tha metropoliai and ha forthwith "Mre. OzendenP* ijaanlatad Obriatian. **Ah1 
repaired to Mr. Coleman’a oiBaea in Bedford Bow. thia aeeonnti^ than, for tha IntioDaax whioh aha 
The lawyer waa It hia placa of baainaaai and ha formed with tha Buka, and whioh tha other day 
immediately raoaired Ohriatian Aahton. Our eama to your knowladga.’* * 
young hero reported to him all that bad oeeurrad **Tou pn^TO bow wa bare bean firroured,*’ 
between himaelf and Amy Sutton; and Cdaman aald tha lawyar. *by #haft tha Aougbtlaaa crowd 
Uatened with fiaibla aatiafhction on hii eonnta- would tMnn abanoa^ but whioh the thinking man 
nance. would call providanook Tea— Mra. Oxondan haa 

MBTecything prograaaea farourably.** aaid tha bean tha l>nke*a miatraia; and bar toatimony may 
lawyer. *‘for the grand, thwiolemn, and tha awfbl ba aarrioeabla. 1 hhua oauaad* Hm atricteat in- 
dewowemene whioh her Majeaty Queen Indora ia qoiriaa to bS made into bar modfr of Ufa; and 1 
contemplating. Trarera ia in our jMwer : M adam e find her to ba. aa you youiaalf w pr aae n tad bar. one 
Angelique ia in our power t the rillain Bamea ia of the moat profligate of woman. , &e maintaina 
in our power. Amy Sutton will be forthooiuing a ptramour^a young man of exquiaite peraonal 
at any moment when we require hef preienee ; beauty, but ae thoroughly depraved as heraelf. and ' 
and we ahaU now have Wilson Stanhope in oqy with whom ahe ia completely iofitaated. My 
power. But there’e eomething more still to be knowledge of tho world teaebee mo that where 


“Let me undertake it!** exclaimed ChrUtian en 


there is such iniktuallon on the part of a woman, 
there is UkaiHae tho eompleteet eonfldenoe; and 


thuaiaatically. “ Tou know, my dear sir. there ia bowevar eauUoiia ahq may ba in every other re- 
nothing you can ask me to perform that I wiU not apeot-ohowever strongimiMed in the pursuance of 


at once enter upon !** ^ 


her own worldly infrrests— ahe ia neverthelaas weak 


“1 know iV’ responded Coleman; “and wilh and fooUah under thOinfliaenap^qf.tftBbinfhtttatioD. 
ao much aeal in thia good cauae. it ia impoaaiblo and aha roveids all aeerets. WSrmqajkibffofore get 
that we shaU frul in eventual aueceaa. Mesh by Mrs. Oxenden into our power, thr^ii^'tiba medium 
meah the tangled bein whioh hia own Crimea have of thia«Alaxie Ottver. It ia for Christian, to 
woven, ia closing in around the Buka of March- form his acquaintance! and methi^e I can ar» 
mont ; and he wiU live. Chriatian--he will live to range a plan by whioh you ean render him a ser* 
encounter the ordeal 1 Soaroely an hour haa viee^--a aervioe whereby you may aU the more 
elapsed since I obtained tidinga conoeming him. effaMuaUy g^ his eonfidanoe and aecure a hold 
The dangerous orisia is peat ; and though he ia still ovar Urn. But inasmuch aa Mrs. Oxendcn knows 
raving in the delirium of fever, yet tho violence of you and has little reason to like you, she would 
that, fever is eubaiding. and hit phyaiciant have speak pnjudioially of you to Oliver; and there- 
but a'mall fear as to the result. Ah I little do they fore In your dealingauwith him you must assume 
suspeolF for what they are bringing him baok to another name." 

life!— and fearful will be the a'wakening of that “1 oomprehendi" efoaerved Ohiii;^l ^and I 
man from the unoonsoiouaness whioh Aords a will lose no time in entering upefo this now 
temporary respite for himl ^ut 1 was about to du^." 


Mjr. OolemaiT and our young hero oonversed to- 
gether for some little while longer; and then the 
latter took hie departuN from tha ofliea in Bed- 


ALVXJB OXJVUB. 


inform you—" 

" This new task whioh 1 have to undertake P" 

•xclaimed Christian eagerly. latter took hie departuN from tha ofliea in Bed- 

"You know.” resumed Mr. Coleman, "upon ford Bo#, a 
what grounds we were led to luspeot that the 
villain Barnes had served as the instrument of 
* the Buke of Marohmoot's design against the life 
of Queen Indora— that design to whioh Segoonah OHAFTBB CXLII. 

fell a victim I" 

" Yee," rolled Chrietian. " From the inquiries aiiXZJs ouvsb. 

wmmAtt by tho poUos^ in conaequenoe of the infor- 
mation given by old Mr. Camabu^ itwps aeoer- Iv was about eight o’olook in the evening of 
tained that the Barker in his disguise had been that same day; a^ the scene ehiro to aa hotel at 
larking about the Queen's villa at the time the the West Bad. In the coffee-room of this hotel 
awfoil deed was committed—" Alexia Oliver wm seated at a table, sipping his 

" And aa wa knew." proeeaded Mr. Coleman, olaret^ and now and then partaking of tha deaaatt 
"that tho dead itatif arose from the instigation of apread before him. 

tha Bilke of Maiehmonfe^ there waa no doubt ia We have already said that he was a young man 
coming to tho eoneluaion that the Barker wit hia of remarkable persond beauty— not above one-and- 
inatrnment. And anoh hM proved to be the eaaei twenty— and poaa e aa e d of foaturea ehiselled to a 
for tho Barker yesterday eonfoaied eveiythingl" degree of even feminino ddiee^. With 

"Ahl ha oonfiNaedP" exoiainied Ohriatiau. wdl flUed flrom the ample rasouroaa of Mrs. <mn» 


"Then eiAumatiUMaa are indeed foveuringuaf" den, AMs wia Icadiag a lifo of dissipation. |nd . 

"TM are flavouring na in aU raapacta/' repllad eq}oying bloMilf in tho manner bast auitad to bit 
Mr.Orieman. "Xmjaalfkllritad everything from dipmad laetM and debauebed habits, 
that viUain'e lips yeatardoj; and f returned to He waa aealed allhat tabK lafleoting joyously 
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upon the hopai vliioh Mrs. Oxrndon bad lateljr 
been tbrofing pul, relative to her intention of 
making herself l^acbess of Marcbmont. For 
fev daja tbii idea bad seemed to be reduced to 
hojpeleieneff b/ the Duke'e illnesi^ wbioh it was 
feared would terminate fatally t but Alexis Oliver 
}iad this afternoon been informed of the turn 
wbiob had taken place in favour of ]|jli^cbmont's 
recovery. It was therefore w|th additional gusto 
that be was now tcujojing his claret, — haviug 
dined alone at that West End^ hotel where we 
find bim. 

Several other gentkmen had been dining at the 
same place ; but one by one they bad taken their 
departure; and AloxU was now alone in that 
coffee-room. He had not however been left n 
quarter of an hour by bimielfa whan the door 
opened, and two new-comers made their appear- 
ance. One was Captain Stanley, who, as the 
reader will recoUeot, wei n young man of about 
four-and-twenty, exceedingly handsome— and what 
was better still, of remarlubly honourable ^aihc- 
ter. His companion was our young hero A]lh|^8-> 
tian Ashton. 

Christian bed met Stanley after be loft Mr. 
Coleman's cd&pe ; and in the course of conversa- 
tion it transpired that Statiley had some slight 
acquaintance with Alexis Oliier* Chriatiap told 
him enough to make him comprehend that it was 
of vital importance to Lord Olandoo*s ultimate in- 
terest that oertsin measures should ^e carried out 
in reference to Alexis; and Stanley— who was 
himself a flrgi believer in the ionootnee of him 
whom he had knowB m Mr. l^doliife, and who 
hod fayed his fathee^e fife in India — readily ps* 
•anted to succoar our hero in his present enter- 
prise. He entertained a thorough contempt find 
aversion for the charaoter of Oliver : but he had 
no difficulty in temporarily crushing his scruples 
in order to further the iaterq|Fts of that imprisoned 
and accused nobleman to whom his father was in- 
debted for his life. He and Christian bad with 
little difficulty 'iucceeded in tracing Alexis to this 
West fiind hotel wbiob was one of the dissipated 
young man'a favourite haunts ; and the two now 
lounged in tofiether^ as if totally unoonsoious of 
whom they werjs to meet in that codbe-room. 

"Ah, Captain Stanley 1** exclaimed,, Oliver, 
starting up from his seati "I am delighted to 
see you I Come to dine here, I suppose P Welk 
you could not do hotter. The turtle is ^st-rate 
—the venison excellent. Aa for the ioed punch — 
ooinraend me to it f* 

Captain Stanley ahook Mr. Oliver'e hand with 
far more cordiality— or at least the appoaranoo 
l^reof — than be had ever before displayed ; and 
presenting Qhrietian, he said, "Allow me to in- 
trodnee my hrUod Mr. Craven.'* 

The int^ttotion was aceonlingly effected; and 
then Obtain Stanley said, ^ Had^we known ^ the 
excelienoiea of the turtle and venison ft this house, 
we wooM assuredly have proved them, fiut we 
have it waa at a place where they gave 

ua dmedm bad winei so we determined uMn 

JMttiCnap ftn talc a iiiafi. nnn kiifcl.lo nP aIaaaC: 


-ff mWOfR* ^ I ehall 
CravMV to mab your better aoquaiotanes." 

Our young 'biio bowed in ecknowledgment of 


thb compliment ; be and Stanley sat down at the 
same table with Alexis Oliver; and more claret 
was cetted for. 

After a little conversation on the light floating 
topics of the day, ChrislUq rose from bis seat— 
ostensibly to glance at an evening paMr which lay 
upon an adjacent table— but in reality to afford 
Captain Stanley an opportunity of whispering a 
few words, eecording to previous understanding, 
m the ear of Alexis Oliver. 

" Who is this young Craven P" inquired Alexis, 
ip a Mbdued tone, when Christian had left biii scat 
in the manner just described. " He is quite a 
youth— he must be a\ least two yesifs younger 
than I am— but exceedingly handsome— ^wlmt 
the ladies would call a perfect speciihen of mascu- 
line hoBUty." 

"be is a desperate wild young fellow/' replied 
Stanley; "with plenty of money— tbr his guir- 
diuns make him a splendid allowance until ho 
comes of ago. He gambles and drinks- and, in 
short, my ^ear Oliver, he is twenty times wilder 
fhan you yourself arc." • 

" The deuce !" ejaculated Alexis : " he must in- 
deed be a precious young blade 1 So you have 
tfken bim in tow, Stanley— and are showing him, 

I suppose, a little of London life P But how the 
devil is this P I thought yhu were the very pat- 
tern of steadiness • 

"To tell you the truth, my dear Oliver," re- 
sponded Statiley, with a significant smile, " T am 
heartily sick and tired of what the world c.illa a 
steady life; and perhaps too the stillest water 
sometimes runs the deepest. Tou see, my govi^r- 
nor ie rather strict and severe; and therefore what 
with partially being under terrorism, and what 
with having hitherto felt no inolinatioa to be par- 
ticularly wild, I have got the reputation of being 
altogether steady." 

"And now you mean to break out at last PV ex- 
claimed Oliver, laughing merrhy. " Well,^thia is 
capital ; and 1 like you ten thousand times better 
than ever I did before. Indeed, I do not know 
that I ever liked you at all until the present oo- 
oasion " 

"Oh I if you only like wild people," responded 
Captain Btanloy, smiling, "you will heneeforth 
like me well enough, I oan tell you I I mean to 
break out thoroughly and completely. In fact, £ 
have begun. This young Craven and I are now 

cSDstantly together ' * 

"You must let pie be one of the party," inter- 
rupted Alexis. "The truth is, I want to get into 
a new sot. All roy old acquaintances have fallen 
off somehow or another— or disappeared. 1 scarcely 
know by what means. One is in tne Idenoh— hnothek 
has gone abrodd with his regiment— a third h^ 
died— a fourth has married— a fifth has taken holy 
orders— and what the devil has become of the rest, 

I can't tell. Buined and tumed billiard-markers^ 
perhaiw ?” 

"nliy, you really speak, Oliver," oxflaimed 
Stanley, laughing, ^uko a man of sixty who had 
outlived all ms acquaintances;— and yet you are 
not more than one-oad-twenty 1" 

"Something of that aort," replied Alexis t and 
then be added with a half-aMwd, bfilfedisai^ted 
yawn, "^Hheq m kildckli kbbu^ town fok two or 
three yem you know, one flbee bfjgin to feel 
cursed old* fiut 1 eay« Mir. Craven-^ plain 
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Craven I ^all eaU ;foa— for it b deoreeil that vou 
and 1 are to get uncommonlj intimate togeUiar 
— tfe bate filled our glaaaoi three or four 
timea while jott have been poring over that atupid 
papt*r.” 

wu onlj looking at the Sporting Intelli* 
genoe/’ obaerv^ Ohriitian, with a ■mile. ^ The 
|Mt if, I have a bet or two— 

*',Whioh ia joitr fav 9 (irita I" ejaculated Alcxb 
•agerly. • 

‘‘Beriogapatam,** anggeated Captain Stanley— 
tbua with readineaa coming to our young hercfa 
aflaiatanee ; for he felt perfectly well aaaured that 
Christian knew no more of aporting mattera than 
of what was taking piece in the moon. 

** 1 don't mind giving you large odda agalnal 
Soringapatam," exclaimed Alexis Oliver i and from I 
a small pocket cut slantwise on the outside of the 
loft breast of hb surtout coat, he drew forth liis 
botting'book. *' What shall we say P— a cool hun- 
dred to eighty P” 

** Ob, by all means !" ejaculated Chrbtian t and 
then drawing forth his own pocket* bo«ik, he pre^ 
Deeded to make a memeranduin with as muen 
artistic ntmchalanat aa that displayed by Alexia 
himself. 

** 1 am really glad I have fallen in with you two 
follows," proceeded Oliver: ''we will have rare 
garrips togetlier. And*to begin, let us have an- 
other bottio of claret 

The wine was ordered; and when the first 
glasses had been discussed and approved of, Alexis 
Oliver— who was now more than hnlf-intoxicotod 
—began to dUeourse in that mysterious strain of 
Bomi-eonfidence which forms one of the phases of 
•briety. 

*• The fact is," he said, ^ I am in luck’s way at 
present. I don't like to boast, you know,-^but 
! there's the finest woman in all London— —you 
understand moP— slio is over bead and cars in 
lovo with me ; and 1 of course cajole her in a most 
exempl^y fashion. I shouldn't let every one 
know what game is up: but as we have agreed 
to be stnncli allies for the future, we mustn’t 
have any secrets from each otiAr. Have either 
of you heard of a ci rtain Mrs. Oxcndeii P" 

Mrs. Oxenden P" said Captain Stanley, slowly 
repeating the name, as if in a sort of dUbiousoeas 
whether ho had be*fore beard it mentioned or not. 

" Why, what did 1 hear P Surely that b the 
eplondid woman whom MaroUmont has had in 
•keeping P”' • 

“ Well, you are right," rejoined Alexia. " And 
' she 4§ a splendid woman ton, 1 can tell you 1— full 
of passion, and devoted to me. There’s no vanity 
on my part : but it is a fact that she can’t endure 
the Duke —he's laid up now, poor fellow 1— but 
aa for your humble servant, she'd go throfigh flro 
and water for him 1" 

"No doubt of ic!" said Stanley. " But there 
b no compliment in telling you, Oliver, that 
you're just the young fellow to captivab the fomab 
heart.” 

"Well," observed Alexie, eomplac^ntb caress- 
ing fab beardless chin, " 1 may have made a few 
oonqueets in my time ; but £ won't say tlmt 
1 have, for fear you should eharge mo with 
vanity." • 

" Not 1 ladeedr egolalmed Stanby., " Bvery 
young man ean tell a fow tebs If he likes." 


" No doubt of it 1" erbd Ghriatba, sipping hia 
ebret. "And ae n matter of oourae amongst 
friends—” 

"Thera ehould he no reservel" ejaculated 
Oliver. ^.That's just what 1 say I It b oston- 
bhing how we three fellows puU together 1 1 set 
that we shall get on swimmingly." 

"And'ao this Mrs. OxendsUi'* inMeeted 
Stanby, "b so infaiuitted with youP What a 
luoky^dog you art 1 But 1 tell you what my idea 
of a woman'a bve b. If ehe gives you all her eon- 
fidenoe, then the ceally loves yout hut if she keeps 
any leorSts foom you, then she doesn't in reality 
care a fig for you." 

" Now, ihere again we igTSsI" exclaimed 
Alexis. "Betwsen ourselves, I eaw pUi'dy eimugb 
that Mrs. Oxenden M some secret from me ; 
and it was eoneeraiag the Duke too. Well, 
thought I to myself, * 1 am rowlved to worm it 
out of her >*— so I piled her with all sorts of cajo- 
leries : 1 pouted forth a volby of eueb vows and 
protestatlojas— X made her drink champagne, too, 
of which, by the bye, she b particularly fond ; and 
so by degrees^— " 

"You're the cleverest fpUow I evar met in my 
lifo 1" exclaimed Captain Stanby, aSiioiing to be 
in raptures with Alexis. 

"1 must give you ocedit for most excellent 
generalship," said Obristisn, throwing in the iid> 
flitionol weight of hb own ^tlery. " So it ended 
by this What's-hermame— -Oxenden— • 

telling you H^tbing— eh P* 

" By Jovd^ ^ ^ Alexis 

with a chueslfi' iJAul jnu im|sn*t push me any 
farther. It's all very line, you ^hjifmwv for friends 
to have mutual confidences t but" tW secret, you 
understand,, is not mine to veveaL It’s like u 
sacred deposit—" 

"Ob, of coarse 1" ^aeulated Stanby t "keep 
your own counsel in that respect. Neither Craven 
nor myeolf would wbb^ou to do anything that b 
unhandsome." 

"Not for the world I" cried Ohr^bn. "But 
we don’t drink 1" *■ 

•" Ah, the poor Duke !" said Ofiver, shaking hb 
head with a nQrsterious signiHcancy. " If he 
only knew everything! By Jove, 1 could tell a 
secret if I likfil ! But I won't 1 No, no— it would 
be too bad I’h 

“ 1 tell you what," taid Stanley : “ you shell 
both of you diDO with me to* morrow. Let it be 
at the Ctnrendon Hotel at six o'clock." 

" You shall both dine with me the day after," 
added Christian. " We will go to Blackwall." 

" Now, these aro arrangements that I like," soid 
Alexis : " they prove that we are getting all right 
and comfortable with each other. The day afbr* 
words you shall dine with me at tbb very hotel ; 
and I’ll show you whether 1 exaggerated just now 
about the turtle and venison. But whut are ww 
going to do for tosoightT’ 

"Brink qnolher bottle of olaretr exclaimed 
Christian, looking at hb, watoh; "and then 
away whithersoever you elioocel" 

Scarcely were the wdrds spoken, when tho waiter 
entered the ooff«e*room| und eaid toAlexb Ollvei^ 
"If you pbase^ air, u pureop wbhee to epfuk to 
you op, very partbulav business." 

• "The dtouar.nxobbsod the young gepfbiwiuVh 
•oeaewhat sobered by to unnounoamtot whi^ e^n* 
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danUj itruflk bim •• lometbing ominom. "I if lo, I dm mj w« md lettto itt** «• 

don’t like theee penoni who jiut went to epeek to olel'med Okrial^ 

youl— ‘Welter, whet lortof e looking men iehe F** **iJil<thet^e whet 1 oell true firiendihip I** cried 

Well, eir/* replied the funotionerj, thni ep- A leii e. ^Bcevo,.mj boj, Iriien’t fbrget thie in e 
peeled to; "he looke ■ometbisg* like .e qnirting hiirryl 1 eappoee 1 muit go to the l^-up— "* 
ohereoter— oat.ewBj ooet with breie buttone, eir^ "Let ne eettle the bill here," ejeooletedJSteiileyi 

led whiAer% eir "end tre will ell go together in e oeb. Theresa no- 

*'Oh, jott bed better see himl" ezoleimed thing like eeeing ontfi friend through hii difi- 
Btenlej. "I dare mj it ii come fellow oonneeted enltiee. JTiut etep outcid^ Mr. Solomonc: we will 
with the Turf, end who hee heetd thet you m join jon in n Ibw minntee. Liuppoce jon eep 
meking up e book.*^ tract ue ; end jon’ll he?e n oonple U gnineee for 

"Ah, Ter j likely!" itjeeuleted Alesic^ clutehing your eifUity." . . 

et the hope. "Let him oomo in, welter*" Ohristien mede e sign for the offioer to complyi 

I " Come inP Toi^ eir," ceid the weitert end he end^ Mr* Solomonc, who had ecpeeiel inctrnctiona 
I chuffled away with that peculier coffee-room wettc from Mr. €k>lamen, h^iteted not to do whetcoerer 
which it would ceem erery eceompUehed waiter onr hero directed. He therefore withdrew: the 
muct neeeiaarily poccemi but the men' had upon waiter wee cummoned— the biH wac paid— and the 
hie countenance a oerteia c^y ezpreccion wbidi three gentlemen iccued from the hoteL A oeb 
failed not to attract the notice of Captain Stanley wac epeedily prooured ; they took their ceatc in- 
and Ohriclian. aide t Mr. Solomonc rode upon the box: and his 

" The truth li^" eaid Alexia OllTcr, when the man was left to tramp back to Chancery Lane on 
waiter had retired, "I here got four or Ato cujrced foSt* During the driTe thither, Alexis Oliyer 
^ little things hanging orec my heed. MraQxenden rowed eternal friendship to Christian, who played 
hac giren me the money two or three timea to^y nic pert ao well, that it seemed as if he was only 
them t but it hac elwayc burnt a hole in my doing the most natural thing in the world in un- 
pi^et, aa the boya cay at cohooL So it rather dertaking to pay the debts of his new aoquaint- 
frigbtenc one when a auapipioua meaaage ia deli- ance. But all the time Mrs. Oxenden’s paramour 

was thus expressing bis mtitude, he thought 
The door of the oofPee*ro0m waa now thrown within himself that of the pten and inexperienced 
ypen; and the fiaitor walked in* The door swung young gentieman he bad*eTer encountered, hia 
back on its hinges ; but the waiter Just placed it new friend Crayen was assuredly the greenest and 
ajar, that he might listen outside to the proceed- the most inexperienoed. 

ings, the nature of which he more than half ana- The sponging-houae was reached : the three 
peoted— and perhaps chiefly so fri>m the fact that genUemen were shown to a room-more wine was 
when the person in the out-away coat had entered ordered— and a considerable fee was exacted for 
the hotel, another indi? idual in a more seedy garb the prooem of searching the Sheriff’s Office at that 
remained lurking against a lamp-post oppoaitc. time of night, for it was now past ten o’clock. 

The individual in the out-away coat adtanoed Nearly an hour elapsed,— Alexis Tolunteeriog three 
with a polite bow towards the table at which the or four songs^ and appearing most supremely to 
three young gentlemen were seated ; and Alexis enjoy the situation in which he was placed— aa 
OliTer'a looks showed that he waa by no means well indeed he might, considering that hia debts 
reassured by the appearance of his risitor. were to be paid from the purse of another. 

" Tbw, are kb*. Oliver P" said this person. At the expiration of the hour, Mr. Solomons 
at once singling out the gentleman whose name he reappeared, with the intimation that there were 
had mentioned; "and my name ia Solomons* Ton other judgment-writs out against Mr. Oliver, and 
know my errand— sorry to disturf a gentleman at that the entire sum requisite for hia emancipation 
his wine— but Coleman the lawyer ima peremptory amounted to four hundred and thirty pounds, 
in his instruotiotts— and Mabley ma client won’t Christian’s pocket-book waa produced ; and bank- 
wait another hour. Bo you see, sir,f it% no fault notes for that sum were counted down by him on 
of mine i but I tried to do the business in as deli- the table with as much apparent indilTerence as if 
cate a way as possible." * th^ were so many pieces of waste paper. Mr* 

"What does all this mean P" exclaimed Ohris- Momons received 1^ fees in addition to thq 
tian, starting up from hia seat with a well assumed amount speoifledx another cab was summoned; 
air of indignation. and the three genUacsen took their departure, 

"Kothing'that concerns you, sir," observed Mr. iMIfog and Joking in the gayest possible 
Solomons, with an air of esseeding politeness, humOflr. 


"It’s just a trifle of a hundred and ninety odd 
pound that regards Mr. Oliver." 


"Now we will go and have supper somewhere 
and mdke a night of ibl" exclaimed Alexis, as the 


’ By Jove this ia unfortunate 1" cried Alexis. | oab drove westward until more speoiflo orders 


" 1 wi^ 1 hadn’t been fool enough to go to Tat- 
tersall’s to-day and buy the chesbut at Sir William 
Katohflatt’s lecommen^tion. Mrs. Oxenden too 
isn’t at home——" » 

" Whqt is it you require P" exclaimed Ohriatlan. 
" A,bMifo of hundred pounds to settio tUs debtP 


lOugh to go to Tat- should be issued to the driver himself, 
but at Sir William " Gome to my lodgings^" said Stanley ; " and I 
Mrs. Oxenden too, eon promise you something choice and good for 
] supper." < 

[claimed Ohriatlan. "With g|l my. heart I" exdlaimed Christian, be- 


" A,bM(^ of hundred pounds to settle tUs debtP fore Alexis could interpose; flpr this- young gentle- 
I him' iiw bank-notes about ine——" < man would hive inflnitslytpieforred Hvans’s or 

^Kg'yonr pardon,' gentlenieii," intem^tid the the Cider Oslian.* 

MBIffi "but Mr* Oliver must come along to my! l%e ordat^was gives to the. cabman; and to 
hi^ while vfo search the OffiMto see tf them, Captain Stanley’s lo^M'in Albemarie Street did 
anythiag else out agiiost hiBb" ‘ the vshiilO 'proaaid , S&e taiHe was soon apiuad 
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with ptjl^ II 7reD0h apd 

IHm 0 other of the Juod sold ff/ I'ortoiiip 

end Utm ih HowdUlj. Wine apd l^ili ?ere 
dw let foth bj Mio Oaptain'e Tf^etif fnd Hr. 
pilfer f$hmM his intention to enjojr ^nielf to 1 


bfepqepg and more frightened, as 
I terampdilblj lets able to eonoeal her 
fi| Mw thg^ ^r* eWeman waa the 


piif^ fgimted his intention to enjojr ^lelf to —and she nheii a# little es oonld be to find herself 
ths atnost of his power. mixed oip in ang of the efairs whioh might more 

^f*an-bom afterwards pantaio Stanley, affect- Of iesi ominouaiy regard the Dahe of Mareh- 
te to be entirely Oferoome by liquor, reeled off moot. 

to hie M -room,— Oliver and Cbriatian Ashton "It htf eome to my hnowledge^ madam," re- 
tl^i beioB purposely left elonp together. Inhere enmed Mr. Coleman, " that yep are aequainted 
was no need fur oifr young Ififo ^ mention the with a very serious offence committed by hisOraoe 
name of Mrs. Oxendeii ih oidef to revive the of Marchmont, and that you have not given euoh 
topic : Aisxis bimeelf eppedily reinmed tp « fnb- information as might tend to place him Within the 

I eot which be was particularly prona id «pun gr^p of the law. To have the knowledge of p 
rhen in his cups; end within t|m psxt half-hfoar crime oommitted by another, and to remaih silent 
be had mvealed to Christian the whole partiputerB on the subjeot, is to render oneself an accessory 
of the secret whiefa he himself had elloitad from after the foot— which in itself, madam, is a heinoua 
bis mistress. The foqree of' the hold which she offence, and the penalty of whioh in the present 
had obtained upon the JhAt of MariAmont wae instance it transportation 1” 
tbiu eompletaly fathomed W pur heros but it cost The colour now completely fled from Mrs. 
him an inflnite amount of dtssimulation, as well as ^^nde^'s cheehl ; and vain were all her efforts to 

S e necesaity to 4Hnk an inordinate quantity of and oollsoted. She flung an appeal- 

Lqof in Prw to keep Alesis oompaay, ai^that he iog look jupon the solicitor, and faltered forth, 
|ni|bt |hos worm the details out of hiip. * '*What would you, then, with meP” 


jht ^ma worm the details out of hiip. * 
rf If ¥ nhout OBO o'clock in the morning when " X require you, madam," replied Mr. Coleman, 
pimetien and the valet conveyed Mr. Oliver to a " to accompany me to a place at some little dis- 
Mg and cent him home to bis own lodgings. Our tanee from London; and there you will have to 

Jj^ro thsh sought Captain Stanley, who bed not give your testimony 

riMi^ to rest, but was awaftiog in hisme^ito "A Court of Justice P"*ezolaimed Mrs. Ozen- 
ihe issue 0 ^ the and iofloita was" ms ifeg# with terror and disiflay depicted upon her 

joy when he learnt how completely Ohrictian had countenance. " But I aball be branding my 


fim^i to rest, but was awaftiog in his CM " A Court 
ihe issue of the tSte a-t/ioj 'and iofloite was" ms ifeg# with ti 
joy when he learnt how completely Ohrictian had countenance. 
tUcceeaed In his object. Infinite likewise pas the self—" 
fretUnde oiir hero for the eueeQur phieh had She eudde 


ratUnda of our hero for the eueeQur phieh had She suddenly stopped short ; and Mr. Coleman, 
eon so ably lent him by his friend god fixing his gase signincantly upon her, said in a 

which had in a few houra hrouight to n ^nolusi^ "Tes— it is a Court of Justice at 

an undertaking that otmwise might lasted pnldh your presence is required— but it is not a 
several days. Court constituted according to tho prevailing laws 

It was about tea o'clock on the foUq^ing piom- of this country— it is a Court formed under the 
log— or rather we migbt say, on tho ontffi jiwning influence of clroumstances as peculiar as they are 
—that ^gik dgenden had iuft flniiheu her nreah* terrible. It is a aeeret tribunal, if you will— an 
fas^ when a servant entered the elogfpt porfo^ laqaiiition— bat still a Court where the cleims of 
in W^Mt ahe ofha aeatediand presented hw'q q,q^. lostiee will he paramount— wU. re wron^sbalhbe 


in Wbieli abo whs •eated,an(l presented nw'q q,qip. |aatiee will pe paramount— wu. re wron^sbalk be 
gbe nM jht<iAe oolour wont and oamo u faj^ exposed and ri;^t shall be rendered triumphant, 
trap^one fipgn her oheOhsi aho looked frfghten^ liow, madam, it is to this solemn tribunal that 1 
and ema|^ by turns— sha hesitated what instrus- adjure your presence ; and if you refuse to acooin- 
tione ^ giro the oervant* who tree weifiiig near paby me, you must take theconsequeneeB." 
the dport ' apd at length she said, "7ou may show Mrs. Ozenden ezperienoed a deep and unknown 
tb^entlsman iip." terror at the language which flowed from the 

The domrstio obeyed the order; at-d (be visitor lawyer’s lips; and though in the midst of the 
was inhered into ifrs. Ozenden's presence. She nineteenth century— dwelling in a city which is 
hojd risen from her scat ; and without either ^e- the coptro of modorfi civilisation— in a room where 
fuming |t or ritquestuig him to take a ohair, she Via P9 flfUich forth a hand (o make thq 

eaid, ^fh an effort to assume a digoided and bell summon aomoelic-servants to her assistance- 
hapghll'iBQmppforo^ ™ writer of or where she need but throw pp the window and 

tbic letter I" invoke the aid of the first passing oonstable to 
" ddy napp if Puigp>#n» Utedam," replied the protect her against coercion— yet did she feel as if 
visitor; tbft Pjime appears as the signature she had been suddenly carried back through the 
to thf ppi^ Tott furply pan recollect that you vista of past eenturios, into the gloomy profound 
nave seen nm bfforq — |pu once called at my office of thoso middle ages when the publio lawa were set 

on some eptir relanyp to youy buihand " ft naught and individuals were cited by irresistible 

" And jw tell ipU* *ir* toienote," interrupted eUmmona to appear in the presence of the dread 
Mr«. Ozenimn* tl^t you require an immed*^* mere t tribunals* Ho wonder, therefrre, that 


Mr«. Ozennen, ^^thaf you require an immed*^* ^eorop tribunals* 
ii^jrviiw with me-’that you bid- me how eolcmo awe and t 


vfgpe n.umhing terror aeieed upon 



jfn ion meanf* fflimd po, 
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«ll 4hert Anjr pM IQ b* riik^df itf (ber* fettyflrAVAllinf } t&d blmoit ilamedUtgly afterwardt 
pttnithilient to InoarfOd P" Alexis Otifov mod# his oppsaraiioo bt mA^n* of ^ 

*<17ot if you obey no with xeidiiioii^^ M^lOd priraie stairooso. 

Mr. Colonoo. Polo, Ub^uid, ood Miffiriog from the proTlous 

" And the tribiinol,** lOid Mrs. Oxenden— night's debaxob, the young gsnllebion by hU 
" whom is it to try P"— but though she pul the ospeel bsttayod the dissipation in which ho bud 
quNtion, she more than half suspected What the indulged. Mrs. Oxendea at oneo pereeitod it | 
'answer might be, if it were gireb at all. and she said petulantlyi •• In spite of your pro- 

*Mt is not for you to question me thus,** re* mises, Alexis, you havs relapsed into those ways 
sponded Mr. Cmsman. Suffice it fbr you to that make you look hdrribls>Jhistsad of boautiful, 
know that tho Duke of Marchmoiit was guilty of as you ought to bsl" 

a heinous crime in instigating a miaorsant to take "Kow, do not be angry, nty dimr ersatura !" he 

the life 6f an Eastern lady of exalted rank | but, exolaime^ at onee plying her with oijjoleiiee. 1 

as you are aware, the assassin blow was dealt at the fell in with eome IHends-^and you know that a 

bosom of another. Of that crime, madam, yon hare man is oobpoUad to do as others do,** 

bad a borriblo ooosoiousness : it is ibia that has " I sin going away for a daj or tWp, Alexis— 

given you your power over the Duke of March- indeed I kpow not exaotly Air how long,'* said 

nftmt— it is this that has enabled you to plunge Mrs. Oxsndso ; ** Md therefore X eandot find It iu 

into all possible oxtravagances at his expense ; my heart to soold yoii-*~** 

and you have hushed the scruples of your con* ** Qolng away P'* be ejaeutated. " And may not 

seienoe on account of the gold wlych ha has I aooompany you P It is doubtless On come party 

lavished upon you 1 Now, madam, you may judge of pleasure—'* 

to what extent I might he enabled to oompromidl *' Of plsasnre indeed I** cried Mrs, Oxonden, 
you by any revelations made from tqy lips : you with a sickly smile. ** X fear that it will bo very 
can no longer remdin insensible of my power to diflbrsnti Bat I know not how it is—yoa havo 
compel you to follow my directions in all things— won ail my confidenoa— I have kept no socrets 
or else, madam, to give you into tho hands of justioe from you-**4md I will^te^ you what haa just oo* 
as an accessory after the fact in tho crime which ourred/* • 

the Duke of Marchmont instigated against the She then described the object of the lawyer*s 
Eastern lady.** vieit, and reeapitulated the groatbr portion of what 

*• But tell me, sir— tell me, T entroat,** ezelaimed be had said to her. It happened however that she 
Mrs. Oxenden, ** how acquired you the knowledge did not mention him by name. A look of dismay 
of all these things P" * gradually expanded over' the beautiful but pale 

** Providence, madam,** answered the lawyer and dissipated oountenanee of Alexia : his reminis- 
solemnly, ** often suffers the Web of crime to be cences, which wore previously all oonfused, began 
woven throughout long years, and to be shrouded to settle themselves and tb acquiro lucidity t bo 
in the deepest mystery. But in the end that same retrospeoted over the proceediiige of the prerious 
Provitlence, by its own certain though inscrutable night | and dew be remembor^ how the young 
workings, causes tho circumstances of the crimes gentleman whom be only knew as Mr. Craven, 
them;)elvo8 to become the sourco and the means of had wormed put of J^im all the seorcts ho had 
their own betrayal : and thus it is in the present learnt fhim the lips of Mrs. Oxenden. lie was 
instanef. Now, madam, 1 have said enough— I shocked and frightened at his folly i he fanoied 
have even said more tlian I had intended when that he himself was the author of aA that was now 
first entering into your proeencs; aud it is for you Jeuurring to Mrs. Oxenden; and the trouble of 
to decide which course you will adopt. I K'uve not hie mind was betrayed in bis looks, 
this house without you. I have ordered a post- ** Good heavens, Alexis 1" she ejaoalated, as a 
chaise to bo hero at eleven o'clock. It now wants suspicion flashed across her brain : “ is it possible 
a qutiricr to (hat liour,” continued Mr. Coleman, that in ypur^tipsy moments you uan have betrayed 
cunsulting his watch; “and in one capacity or me? Yes, ycs-~l soe that it le so ! But at least 
another will you presently take your seat in that tgll me, Alexis, to whom you have so incautiously 
chaise. It will either bo ns a prisoner, in the spokon-{-l’or 1 will not accuse you of having acted 
* charge of a constable, to repair (o Bow Street i or wilfully 1“ 
it will be as a witness to appear at that tribunal^ “Fool— idiot that 1 have beenl*’ oriod the 
of which 1 have spoken." young man, dashing bis open palm violently 

“ Then I will go with you in the latter capa- against his forehead. ** I would not for worlds 
city !" replied Mrs. Oxenden. have done tins 1 It was last night<-heavea only 

“ GKiod, madam," rejoined Mr. Coleman.* “ Make knows how I could have been so mad—" 
your preparations : I await you here." “ But who— who P" demanded Mrs. Oxenden 

Mrs. Oxenden lofi the room,ahd repaired to her quickly,— ** who wero the people that you wore 
bed-ebambtr,— to whiob she summoned her maid with?" ^ 

that a frw noceMsries might be packed np for the “ A Captain Stanley, and a Mr. Graven.'* 

eontbmplated journey: Though suffieiently lU at “ I know neither of them/* said Mrs. Oxenden, 
ease in her own mind, she nevertheless now an- deliberating over tho naooiln which she had thus 
snmed a certain nutward calmness of demeanour; heard. 

and she told her domestic that the visitor wee a “ Captain Staatoyi" oontlnaed Alexia, “is abent 
legal gentleman who had called relative to tome fourmnd-twenty— vaky goed-looktag— he wearn « 
propertyi|hiehhadbeaalefther,andthatahewas mouttaehe— hit mannere .are elegaak Ae for 
compelled to proceed with him for k little distanee .Oravee, ha ia a talli alendcr, elegant yonag mam 
;nte the eonutry. Having given this expianation, — srich a proMon of dark glossy^hair -^hrge dark 
she anteted her bondoir to arrange her toilet fer| eyoa**-eboat nineteen £ ehonld think. AkI ttg 
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the bje, 1 reooUeot I Captain Stanley onoe called warda him ; and he at once reeogniaed Alexia 
him by hia Ohriatian name— and that name itaelf Oliver. The eountenanoe of the young man ex- 
ia Chriatian.’* preaaed the moat Aery indignation ; and Ohriatian 

" Ohriatian P’ almoat ahrieked forth Mra. Oxen- immediately auapeoted that thia eridenoe of rage 
den. "Tall— alender— elegant, you aay— about waa eonneoted with the prooeedinga of the previoua 
nineteen? With a beautiful aet of teeth— and night. He therefore aasumed a calmly dignified 
lipa like thoae of a woman—** demeanour, and thua awaited the exploaion of 

^The aame!" cried Alexia. "Do you know Alexia 01iver*a fury, 
hfan ?** " Mir. Aahton,** exclaimed Mra. Oxenden'a pam- 

"Tea, it muat be ^e ! Hia name ia not Craven moui^, " you are a villain !’* * 


—it ia Aihton— Ofariatian Aah^— and he ia a 
bitter enemy of mine I'* 


^Perhapa it would be better, air,** replied our 
hero ** that we ahould avoid a diaturbance in the 


"Heavenal what have I doneP* exclaimed openatreet. Be ao kind aa to follow me up-atairat 
Alexia, now more frightened ttum ever. "Oh, I we ahall be alone together; and to whataoever 
aee it allT* * you may aay 1 ahall doubtleaa be prepared to give 

"And tbia Mr. Ooleman— thi lawyer who haa an anawer.** 
come to me—** . Alexia accordingly accompanied Ohriatian up to 

" Coleman f* echoed Alexiii; with aatart. "Why the aitting-room : thd latter cloaed the door— and 
it ia he whocauaed me to be arreated laat night then aaid, " I aee, Mr. Oliver, that you know who 
and tbia Craven— or Aahton— or whatever hia name lam; but I beg you to underatand that 1 have 
ia— paid the whole money with an appearance of no reaaon to regret nor to be aahamed of my pro- 
the moat olf-hand generoaity 1** oeedinga of laat night. Where there are high and 


the moat olf-hand generoaity 1** 

"Wretched boyl** cried Mra. Oxenden,^* what 
ia all thia that I hear? * Tou have aoffer^ your- 
aeif to be made a dupe, ia order that thoae deaign- 


oeedinga of laat night. Where there are high and 
iidportant * dutiea to be performed, the moat 
honourable jiharacter will oondeaoend to a little 
diaaimulation ; and really, after all, it doea not 


ing flenda might extract from your Upa whatao- atrike me that you have much to complain 
ever it auited them to learn f* of *’ 

^"^Porgive me I** aaid Alyxia, entreatingly. "If, Mr. Aahton," rejoined Oliver, "you would 


" Tou tell me that no harm will happen to your- 
adf if yon obey Mr. Coleman in all thingt. la it 
BocaoP’ 


"If, Mr. Aahton," rejoined Oliver, "you would 
throw in my teeth the peougjary obligation—" 
"Nothing waa further from my intention I" ex- 
claimed Ohriatian. "Had you suffered me to 


"That ia the aaauranoe he gave me,** replied proceed without interruption, I ahould have 
Mrs. Oxendeni "but placed ae I am in oireum- aimply added that you were burning to reveal 
atances eo dr^ful, how do 1 know whom to certain leorets, which I therefore had no parti- 


believe ?" *• 

Hero there waa a knock at the outer door of 


I cular trouble to elioit." 

" But you have mado the most villanous use of 


the elegant dreanng-room ; and the voice of the them 1" ejaculated Alexia ; " and you must give 
lady'e-maid waa hear^ mying, " If you please, me aatiafaction I Name your friend, air ; and 
ma'am, the poat-obaise ia arriv^, and Mr. Cole- mine ahall call upon him thia evening. I have 
man ie waiting.'* . been wandering about in the hope of encounter- 

" You must go. Alexia !" exolaimed Mrs.. Oxen- ing you— I thought it was useless to inquire 'your 
den: "I have but a few minutes left for my addmae of Captajn Stanley, os be was evidbntly in 
toilet 1'*— thAfae she embraced him, she eaid, " I your plot : but aooidont fortunately threw me in 
forgive you for whatcoever mischief you have om your way." ^ 

casioned. Do not diatreac yourself about it 1— let " If you consider youraeif aggrieved, sir,** an- 
us hope that things will end well, and that I shall awered Christian composedly, " I am bound to 
aoon return 1 But for heaven's sake be cautious meet you according to the provocation you have 
in future 1 You know that I love y^u,^my dear joat given me. I name Captain Stanley as my 
Alexb— and for my take— Ob, for my sake, be friend." ' 

prudent 1" ^ Alexis aaid not another word; but bowing 

He vowed and protested that he wouf^ follow haughtily, he issued from the room.* Ho had 
lier advice: the placed a aum of money in hia alre^y inade up^ his mind whose assiatanoe he* 
; and he departed by the secret staircase. would invoke in case he ahould suoceed in finding 
Ten minutea afterwards the poat-ohaiae, contain^ an opportunity to ohallenge Christian to a duel ; 
ing Mr. Coleman and Mrs. Oxenden, drove away and he at onoe bent his steps to the boose of the 

from the front door of the bouse. individual whom he thus purposed 'to engage as hia 

aeoond. - Thia waa none other than the Hon. Wil- 
son Stanhope. 

Mr. Stanhope waa seated at the time in oom- 

CHAPTBB GXLni. pany with hia miatreea, Marion Sutton. It waa 

an elegantly funishad apaftment; and the young 
OSBXITX^M JkftasXfi. Woman waa half redtning upon a tofo, listening to 

^ the piotestationa of love whicli the infotuated 

It waa ibout three o’clock in the afternoon of the Stanhope wia ponring forth. She hea already 
aame^^ and Chriatian Ashton was .alighting been desoribed as a fUll-grown beau^, but still 
frojA^e m at tha door of Mra. Maeaulay’a house quite youthfh^ end with A the freehnM of youth 
in’wNbner Street. He bed just letumed from blooming upon te rich luxuriant obar^ Already 
Paa^gate^ whilhar ha hid been to pay his uaual aomewbel inriinid to atoutnecib yet with a periM 
‘ to Lord dandon. Soaioely had ha diamiaeaa aymmatiy of form, ahe had an air of eeneuous in- 
eab^ when iSe beheld a pereon haetening to- dolonoa— a voluptuous kind of laainess and languor 
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fha lonnftd upon ihut folliu AltliqiQgh it 
was now noarlj four <Mock In tho aftsmoo% jat 
the was stiU dad in a morning ^ 

thii being open at tbe boidm, rofeelbd the 
aittberant oontoure of her busl. Her light hair 
ehowored in myriads of ringlets upon bet bare 
neok and shoulden^ wbioh were of dsssling white* 
ness, fler large blue eyes se e med to swim in a 
soft sensuous Ismguor; and if an artist or a ssulp- 
tor had required^ model for the personifleation of 
Yoluptuousness on the oanvais or in the form of 
statuary marble^ tbe beautiful but frail AUrion 
might baTo admirably serred that oljeet 

She herself had no lore tor Wilson Stanhope i 
but, as he was handsome, and as he possemed 
(at least for the present) the means of keeping 
her in luxury, he was as well to her as any other 
paramour. Besides, in thus remaining with him, 
she had, as the reader has seen, an ulterior aim to 
serve— and this was on behalf of her sister. 

It was shortly after four o'dook, when a young 
page in an elegant livery entered thtf apartment 
where Wilson Stanhope and his mistress wei# 
seated, to announoe that^r. Oliver was waiting 
in the parlour below. Stanhope at onSe desosnded 
the stairs to join him ; for they were well ac- 
quainted, and frequently dined and drank eopiously 
together. , 

want your aafiatanoe. Stanhope,*’ Alexis 
immediately began, ’’in one of those delicate 
affairs—” 

’’You mean a duel, Oliver P** exclaimed Stan- 
hope. ” With whom have you been quarrelling P 
and what is the cause P Surely you have not 
found a rival in Mrs. Oxenden’s Sections—” 
”Do not ask me for a single syllable of explana- 
tion relative to the cause!” ejaculated Alexis. 
’’Suffice it to say that I haye been villanously 
treated by a oertain Christian Ashton—” 

” Christian Ashton P” exclaimed Stanhope. ” 1 
know that young man well. I once fought a dud 
on acodunt of his sister— she is^ a very beautiful 

girl and as for that Christian himself—” 

But Stanhope stopped short : he did not ohoose 
to betray to Oliver how Christian had fathomed 
and frustrated the nefarious conspiracy in which 
he had played so prominent a part against the 
peace, reputation, and happiness of tbe Buohesa of 
Marohmontx nor did be feel inclined td mention 
how the young gentleman had dealt summary 
chastisement upon him on the occasion when l|e 
* ao grossly insulted Isabella Yincent in Hyde Bark. 

” Ah, you know this Ashton, then P” said Oliver. 

” But from the tone in which you speak, you can 
have no very friendly feeling—” 

’’Towards young Ashton P Hot 1 indeed I” 
qjaoulated Stanhope. "And therefore it yrill give 
me all the more pleasure to see you wing him in a 
dueL Ton are a good shot, if 1 xeoollsoti and 
from what 1 know of Ashton’s pursmti^ I should 
scarcely think be ever fired a pistol in his life.” 

The two gentlemen conferred together upon the 
arrangements for the psnding duelf and Btanhops 
then set off to call upon Captain Stanley. 

In the meanwhile Christian himself had been to 
Stanley, and had informed him 6f the challenge he 
had reoaivcd from Alexle Oliver. Stanlsy was 
grieved to*hcar that the adventures of the pee- 
eediag night were to lead to such a resnlti bat he ' 
saw BO possible means of avoiding the hostile en- 


counter. Bfo accordingly undertook to second his 
young frfond upon the ooeasion; and he was 
pleased to behold the calm eourageoue demean^ 
with which our hero eontemplated the prospect. 

Christian paid his usual visits to Shrubbery 
Villa as well as to the aaaasionof Isabella Vincent. 
He had resolved to say notbiag of the approaofiF 
ing duelf but when ho took mve of bb sister at 
tbe one dweliing and of his beloved Inbella at the 
other, he fitit the cborde of his heart tighten pain- 
fully— though he sufibrad notliis counienaaca nor 
his manner to'befray the fialings Viii^ ware thus 
inwardly movb^ him. He vetuiuod to his lodg- 
inga in M ortimsr 8tteet|.and he spent a couple of 
hours in wfiting letters^ which Vera to be delivered 
only in case St should ^foU In the hostile en- 
counter- One was to X«id Clandoi^ thanking him 
for all the %indneis wjdsh our young hero had 
reoeivad at his haadi^ aud a^utoatog the forvid 
hoi^ that the measursa than In progress would 
have tbe result which every well-wisher of this 
nobleman ao cameatiy desired; Another was to 
Ohristinaf imd thafi^ the .affeotionate brother 
said eyarythtng that wqa kind and tender to his 
much-loved tistiw. A third wu to <huesB Indore, 
thanking her MijHliy for all her goodneie to 
Christioai and the last was to IsabsUa YinoenC, 
taking tha fondest forewali of her to whom 
tian’s heart was dedbtsd. 

Our baro was osrafol in preventiug Mrs. Ma- 
oanlay f^m suspsoting the dud that about to 
take plioe; and iu thia aim be folly suooeeded. 
He retired to rest at bis usual hourf and he slept 
soundly— fsr that young man had not a taint, 
muohleisaei^jiBs^uponhisopnseieuos. The little 
worldly aflhim he had to settle— and which ware 
summed up in tbe lettore he had penned— were 
put in order i be wm e youth of oourage— and ho 
feared not deetl^ otherwise than on eooount of 
the afiliotion into whieh it would pluoge those who 
wero so devotedly a tti tohed to hiuL 

A nots^ roosived from Captain Stanley before 
he retired for the night, bad qonvey^ to Chris- 
lean’s knowladge tha arrangamenta made by that 
officer with t^e Hon. Wilson Stanhope for the 
hostile enoounter. Christian accordingly rose at 
half-pest five in the morning ; and while perform- 
ing his toilet^ he moved abMt the room with the 
utmost dkrdf so as to av6id disturbing the landlady 
and her aarvanta. Having asourA his letters 
dbont his person, he softly dssoendsd the stains 
and athix o’olook isaned iom the houses unper- 
ceived by either of ita inmatea. Obtaining a aab 
at the oomer of the etroet^ he repaired at onee to 
Captain Stanley’a lodginga. Thia ofiloer was ready 
dremad to reosive himf and breakfost waa upon 
tha tabla. Christian partook of aome alight ra- 
fraahmenti hia demeanour oontiuuad calm, oom- 
poaed, and firm; and Stanley therein reoogniaed 
the evidenroe of a oourage auitable for any amer- 
gancy, but whiotf on the other hind wm utterly 
apart from reoklassnesa or bravado. 

Captain Stanley’a phaeton wm apeedily in resdi- 
nem to oonvay himiplf and hia young friend to 
thair dMtination. A aasa of piatola wm plaoad by 
the Ceptain’e valet in 'the vehicle; and they 
•topped OB ihcir road to take up the surgeon who 
WM to acoompany them; for Stanley had conunu- 
b ica t ad with thia gantloman on the piueadiBg 
•vening. The equ^age drove to WiiuWcdon Com- 
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non; nad almoit iiDmf>diately aftor this dritina- 
lion wu roaobed, Mr. Stanhope and Alazia Oliver 
made tbeiv appearance upon the scene. 

Oaptiin fitaolej advanced towards Mr* Stan- 
bope; and t^ing )iiro aside, said, ‘*Havo you 
^U|^ht of what passed between ue laet even- 

" X bore in mind the representations jou made 
mo, Oaptain 6tanlc7/’ was tbe reaponse ; ** and I 
epoke to Oliver — but be ie determined to fight.*' 

.**Thej are after all two mera boysl*’ observed 
Stanley ; ** and it ie really a pity tba( this affair 
abould go to such a length." 

, ** Oliver is furious against your principal,*’ said 
Mr. Stanhope; ’’and though he has not acquainted 
me with tbq oiroumstanees, yet if I may judge by 
the general teoour of his conduct, thei provocation 
ho received must have been immense.** 

"Then it is impdssible,** said Oaptain Stanley, 
** to avoid ah eiohange of ihots P* 

’’Impossiblol** rtgoiDed 8tanl;io^c. 

"fiut you will, hear in mind/’ resumed jftanloy, 
"that if 1 have just now spoken— as well asdast 
evening — in paoido terms, jt has been entirely 
without iho i^^ledge of Mr. Ashton* 1 would 
not for the #prld you should ednoeive that it was 
at his instigation—*’ 

^^**’'*^jrour word, Oaptain Stanley" interrupted Stan- 
hope, "is sttfiioient on the point ! I might have 
•aid that the only wi^ of eettliog the matter ami- 
oably is by means of the adiplest apology on Mr. 
Ashton*! part—" 

"And that apology," setd Oaptain Stanley, "he 
would not make, even if t prolf*'red my udvioe in 
•uoh a aenee— whioh however 1 should not do : for 
as 1 myself am acquainted with hll tbe oiroum* 
etances— and indeed was more or less impHosted in 
them — 1 do pot oonoeive that Mr. Ashton has acted 
improperly/* 

"We will noWf with yqrir permission," said 
Stanhope, ’’propeed to measuro iho ground and 
load the pistola’’ 

Ifhese portions of the ceremony were eoon aocom- 
plished ; and Stanley, ocoosting Ashton, said 
him, ** My dear young friend, have ^ou au/'instruc- 
tions to give, in aildition to those with which I am 
already acouainted P" 

"Kone, replied our hero, in Oc voice that 
trembled not, ’’ If 1 fall, Stanley, certain letters 
will be found upon me— as 1 have already informed 
you; and should that result compel youtto take 
charge of them, you will ezccuto your mission with 
all possible caution and delicacy." 

" ^st assured,, my dear friend, that such shall 
be the ease !’*— and Captain Stanley’s voice trem- 
bled with emotion, while with fervour be shook 
Ohriet^ by the hand. 

tn the meanwhile Wilson Stanhope hod con- 
ferred with Aiezis Oliver ; and these preliminaries 
being ieUled,'’the seoondi gave /he weapons into 
the hands wf the principals. Christian bad at first 
thought of receiving h^ opponeot*s fire and of dis- 
oharging his pwn weapon in the hie t but matitrer 
reflMtM ^d determined him to abandon this plan, 
tty feCt i^t it would be a complete prevention to 
thn posj^le demand of Aiezis Oliver for d second 
“ii pht .theirofore be deemed an pet of I 
ebmedipe rather than of magoaftimUy 6n his own, 
But mi this other band, our young hero had 
tmolved to nie wide of bis mark ; for he would not 


on any leeount incur the risk of taking a life nor 
even of maiming a fellow-creature^ if such results 
could posaioly be hVoided. 

'Jblie two antagonists were placed according tq 
tho usual rules of what are called " affairs of 
honour the seconds stood aside — the surgeon was 
waiting at a atill greater distance. Wilson Stan- 
hope wa9 to give the signal by dropping a hand- 
herohief; and all was now in leadiness for that 
portion of tho ceremony. 

The handkerchief fell — the pistols were dis- 
charged— Christian heard the whiss of bis anta- 
gonist’s bullet close bw bis ear— and he escapedf 
unhurt. A ory burst from the lips of Aiezis; tbe 
pistol fell from bis hand - and the right arm which 
hod sustained it dropped to his side. Being no- 
thing of a shot, Christian had not noticed that 
while endeavouring to fire wide of the living target, 
a slight turn of his own body had brought his 
weapon within almost fatal aim of his antagonist! 
and thus, most unintentionally— most innocently, 
Imd he wounded that oppuuent. Tho surgeon was 
quickly upon tbe spot ; and it was speedily ascer- 
tained that •Christian's bullet had struck Oliver's 
right arm, near tbe elbow. Nothing could ozcecd 
our young hero’s grief t but Stanley representod to 
him that he had really no need thus to torment 
himself, for that it was OAver himself who had 
provoked tho duel. Tho surfifhon positively declared 
that no fatal result was lik^^ly to ensue; and 
Aiezis, touched by everything Christian snid, prof- 
fered* him his hand, ezolaiiuing, " Let us lieueu- 
forth be friends !" 

The parties were now about to leave tho ground, 
whep Christian, accosting Wilson Stauliope, said 
to him, " It is of the highest importance that I ' 
should have a few words viitli you presently. Tell 
me whore we oan meet. Will you call upon me at ^ 
iny lodgings at uoonP or shall I come to your 
house P" 

Stanhope was surprised at this address j^^and he | 
said. " Why not speak to me here, Mr. Ashton P” ! 

" When you learn what I have to say,” replied 
our hero, " you wKl thank me ior arranging that ' 
we should be alone together." 

" Bo it, then, as you will !" rejoined Stanhope. 

"I will call upon you at twelve punctually." | 

Christian montioned bis address ; and wo should 
add that before tbe parties finally quilted tho 
ground, it was agreed, for the sakee of all, to keep 
tfie whole affair as quiet as possible. « 

Notwithstanding our hero hud displayed so much 
firmness and courage, it would be ridiculous to as- 
sert that bo was not infinitely rejoiced at his own 
escape from death or injury : though, on the other 
hand, ho was greatly alAicted, ae we have already 
•aid, on kocount of the failure of his attempt to 
spare bis adversary. Ou returnihg to Loudon, be 
took his leave of Stanley, whom he warmly thanked 
fur his CO operation ; and he proceeded to bis own 
lodgings. Mrs. Maoauluy and the servants fancied 
that he must have gpne oul nt that eMy hour on 
some businem connected with the case of Lord 
Clsudon ; ana therefore not for an instant did they 
luspeot that he had been risking his life in a duel. 

It was with a feeling of indescribable satisfaction 
that he destroyed the lottere which he bed written; 
and he now awaited tbe hour when Wilson Stan- 
hope was to call uiioii him* 

A little after twelve o’clock the expected visiioi 
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i;[Dnoupco4. Stanhope detested Christian, fbr ende ifoaring to essunie an air of bra?adii and de* 
the reasons wbiob are alrbad^ known to the reader | ftanoe. ‘‘Suppose that 1 went down ta dins mA 
but still he had a strong feeling of ouriositjr to learn pass the night at Oaklands -is there anjibiag ? 
what our hero oould possibly hs^e to say to hiov extraordinary, eonsideriog the terms of iaHuiaey 
This feeling therefore imparted to Stanhope'e mao* on which 1 hare been with the Puke - - W * 
ner a certain tiooture of eagerness, whioh pre- “A horrible intimMy, Hr. Stanhope T replied 
Tented it from appearing sullenly ounstraiaed, os Christian impressirely 9 *ftbe intimacy of orimel" 
it otherwise would have been. As for Christian “ Crime P’* he fjMulated, with anothef start, 
himself, ho was cold and distant— while hit coon- "Yes, erimel" repeated our bsr^ with a still 
tenanoe wore a look of resolution, whioh added to stronger emphasis than befons^ f^Ob, sir! wef» 
Stanhope’s curiosity, though without awakening it not neeessary that tkis i%terriew sboald hafe 
his fears ; for he little suspected what was to fol- taken pjaee, I would not bafe willingly inrited te 
low. my presende a man who eonld hare 00^ de* 

Our hero bade him be seated ; and also taking a liberated orer bis wine upon a deed of asiinief 
chair, be said, “ Hr. Stanhope, I am about to ad- a man w^o was mpared to fsU tdmielf as g braro 
dress you in a manner for which you are cTidently for the gold proffersid by a mUerettt vbo bad not 
not prepared : but there is a 6ied determination the oourage to ttndsrteJBa the deed wi^ hb own 
in my mind— and I warn you at the very outset hand!'' • 


that you will have to bend to it 


Stanhope sat pale and gbaitly, Usieniog in min- 


“ It would seem, Mr. Ashton,'* replied Stanhope, gleet terror and oonaternation to the woide which 
“ that you wish to fight another duel with the least eame withering and soathing from Ohristian*e 


possible delay.” • 

” Best assured, sir,” retorted our hero, but In a 


“You see. Hr. Stanbope,'* eoatiaued our haro^ 


calm dignified manner, ^ that you are not m*a “that more is known of your misdeeds than you 
position to demand any satisfaction atsmy hands V* yourself had fancied ; and perbapa yon begin to 
“ Perhaps, sir, you will come Co the point,” said feel that you are Teritably in my power ( Svery 
Stanhope ; “ fur 1 hate enigmas.” detail of the incidente that eoeurred and of the 

“ You must know. Chon,” proceeded Ghristian, oonveraalion which took^aoe on that memorablo 
“that you are so cornpletely in my power that night of whioh 1 am speaking, is known toVPt- 
}ou will presently gS hcnco with me to a place The 3>uke purposed to hire you it an assassin; 
wliitlier I propose to conduct you— or on Che other and yott were willing to be hired! But at first 
hand you will take- your departure in the custody you haggled at the terms. Pifteen thousand 
O'* an officer of justice.** pounds was the price specified t you insisted on 

Stanhope started, and turned very pale | for as immediate payment— tbs Duke was equslly firm 
the reader may suppose, his conscience was none *in rejecting tbs demand 1 Ah ! it was no wonder/* 
of the purest, and there was moro than one mis- exolaimed Ohristiao, with iofinlte abhorrenoe and 
deed at which words so ominously vague might loathing, “that there ihould baft been maob die* 

t. U If* 


probably point. 

“ It may perhaps be sufficient,*’ oonfinued Chris* 
tian, “ to allude to a certain visit of yours to Oak- 
lands ** 

“OhJ if that’s your game,” ejaculated SCsn- 


trust between two such man I” 

Stanhopu gasped with an attempt to make soma 
reply ; but be could not give utteranof to it t the 
words wavered and djpd upon bie ashy quivering 
lips. 


hope, with a sudden feeling of* relief as well as “At length,” continued Chrisdan, entering 
with accents of scorn, “ 1 can ailurd to laugh at into all these details for the purifine of over- 
it, and perhaps at the same tiAe chastise you for fhelming the man whom he sought to redueo com* 
your importinenco in daring to deal in menacing pletely into bis* power, at length the compro* 
language with me. The story is too old, Mr. Ash- mise was effected between viltanous cupidity on the 
ton ! The Duke is not in a condition to say a one band and sterling villaoy on the other ; and 
word upon the subject: the Duchess does oiot want fur one-halfstbe sum which X have named— to be 
it revived; and your simple testimony in a court paid in advance— you agreed, Mr. Stanbope — yeig 

of justice would bo utterly valueless. AYbat on juu ” 

• earth your motive can be in furbishing up an ofd “ Eneugb, Mr. Ashton 1” exclaimed the wretriied 
weapon, 1 oannot conceive— •’*• mao. “ What would you do with mo P— what 

“ Be not so hasty, Mr. Stanhope,” interrupted would you have me doP Speak— speak 1— but 
our hero t “ you and I are alluding to two different spare me and bo merciful !” * 

things. I was not for a moment thinking of that “ You see,” resumed Christian, “that when at 
visit of your’s to Oakland^ when, as a conspirator the outset 1 warned you that you were in my 
against the reputation and the bappinets of no power, I did not speak in vain. All that 1 have 
amiable and innocent lady, your base desigus were now told you can be proved, Mr. Stanhope, in a 1 


frustrated—” 

“ Then what do you allude to P” inquired Stan- 
bope, now turning pale once more : for aomething 


' court of justice— and shall be proved too, unlem 
you do my bidding 1” * 

“Ah I ever since that dreadful night,” said 


beyond a mere suspicion of the truth natually Stanhope, in a voice thi^ was tremulous with 
flashed to his mind. • ' ^ mingled fear and horror, ‘^1 have entertained the 

“ 1 allude to amth&r visit, Mr. Stanhope, which must terrible iospieidos in respect to a eertain 
you paid to Oaklands 1**— and Christian fixed his personage— X mean the Duke of Marofamont. Tell 
fine dark eyes significantly upon the eonsoienee* me, is anything traasptring— ” 
atrioken man. “ You perceive tberefere that it ie “ Ask me no queations I” -interrupted Ob^etiia % 
a visit of a more recent date——'* prepare at oooe to accompany me frofli thii 

“Well, and what tbenP” demanded Stanhope, house to a place wbUher I shall take job. If yon 
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?«lue jour own fifetj, jour MiopliftiiM if tbe onlj dOTOlopmont whidh wti effaolAAUj landing to 
inaana of aniuiing it. j^fuia— and you know the itrengtban tho wab that hiaown orimaa bad wovom 


alternatiTO !'* 

Gbrialian walkad to tha window. It waa an 
improaiaad and aimleaa movamant at tha inatant i 

but aa ha glanced through tba panaa^ ha bahald a 

poliea*eonatabla alowlj paaaing on tha of^poaita I OHAPTEB CZLI7* 

tida of tba atreet. I 

‘*Balnae, Mr. Stanhopa," ha aiolaimad, **andl tbb texbwaXu 

lha praaanoa of that offlaar makaa you awara of 

tha altamatira to ivhioh yon will hara to aub- tea aoano now ohangaa to Odklanda. It waa 
Btlt 1'* « ^ about tan daya aftar tba inoidanta datailad in tba 

Stanhope maehaniaally etaitad from hit ohair» praoading obaptara ; and a aolemn oaramony waa 
and likawiaa glanaing firom tha window, bahald about to taka plaoa at the grand duoal manabo 
the ofliear oppoaita. It naturally atruok him that in Hampahira. • 

Ohriatian bad purpoaaly anaurad tha mat'a attend- It waa alavan o'clock at night ; and wamuat in* 
anca there f and with a gbaatly countananea, be troduca tha reader into tba birgeat State drawing- 
aaid, in a hoaraa roioa, ** Spare tna, 1 mitraat you I room at Oaklanda. But vary different waa ita 
Bid me do what you will— and I obey blind* aapaot from that which it waa wont to wear : for 
fold 1” it waa now hung all around with black drapery ; 

" I, at laaaV* onawiNrad Ohriatian impreaaivaly, and inataad of being flooded with lustre, it waa 
*‘am incapable Of ordering yon to accompUah a dimly ligh{^, ao that the gloom which prevailed 
crime t Great hate your oia^bada baa^; ^ if waa made apparent rather than relieved by that 
you would avoid 'their conaaquencaa, yon wilhoow feeble glimmering. if however to throw this 
coma with me. Tour abaonea ftom London may light upwud with a ghaatly effect, the floor waa 
laat aoma digai if ihare be any one to whom yon covered witlk white oalioo : but the ceiling, aa well 
wiah to con^ ad intimation to tbia ailbet^ write a aa the walla, waa apread with aable cloth. At 


and which wne eloaing in around himaalf I 


noteat onca^ and it ahall be duly delivered I" 


I regular intervala the black drapery along those 


'^"^lanhopa, availing himaelA^ thia‘ parmiadon, walla waa gathered in auoha way that the folds 
panned a few Unaa to Marion; and at the aame had the appearance of blank marble pillara; and 
time Ohriatian aat down at the table and wrote to thua the monotony of an unbroken aurfaoe was 
Marion’s siatar, Amy. 'VThan the two letteib were avoided. A door atanding half-open, ahowed that 
aaalad, ha rang for one of the aarvaata^ and bade a atrong light waa burning within ao inner room. 


the girl take them bamedialaly to the poet. 

**Xow eocta with me^” he laid to Wilaon Stan- 


and thia added to the Btrangeness and atrikiog awe 
produced by the general effect of the larger apart- 


hope. ** We wlQ p b ccead by railway to the neareat ment. What tbia inner room contained, could not 
point of our utlioiate deatSnation; and beware how be descried from the other one; aa the door wee 
you attempt to aacape l<-*-lor at the first evidence suiBioiantiy closed for such concealment, unless 
of such an Uitantioii, 1 will meieUecaly give you the threshold were approached. 


into custody.^' 


At one extremity of that vast apartment was a 


"You have nothing hgt epprahead on that dais^ or platform, raised to the height of two atepa, 
aaore,” replied Stanhope^ who wu now raduead to and also covered with white calico. In the centre 


the most abjapt state i/i aulmiiacion. 

LI. - -- - - L.^ .L... 


of the daia atood a large arm-ohair, looking like a 


Ohriatiab M his eatpei-bag alraady packed for throne; and in this waa Queen Indura seated. She 
the journey t a^ cab waa enmmonad; and ha pSi* waa arrayed in white : the luxuriant msMea of her 
ceeded, in comj^y Watti Wilaon ^Stanhope, to tha dark hair fell upon her abouldera and floated down 
station of that rwwny by which they ware to her back. She wore a flowing head-draaa, which 
travel. aat off that aable hair to all the advantage which 

As tha reader haa aeen, tha lut|fas| days had such contrast could afford. A magnificent shawl 
bean full of aotivity and bustle, excitement and was thrown, as if negligently, over one knee ; and 
busineai^for our young haroi but ha bad uoder- nothing oould exceed tha aolemn grandeur which 
taken a taak to which he had devoted all hie ^vaatiri that throned lady. Thera was a paleness 
energies^ and which he waa reaolvad ahould be upon the soft and delioate duskiness of her eheeksl 
carried out to a anceessful ieeue, ao far as it da* her look waa coldly resolute, without sternneas or 
pended upon himaalf. Others were labouring with implacability. She seemed the Sovereign about to 
equal seal in the eame cause ; and avery etep that perform an aot of aovereign justice. * 
was taken, proved to be in precise accordance with Immediately on her right hand, sat a femal^ 
the grand (^eet that wee being aimed at. The closely* veiled; and a little farther on, upon the 
greatest interests were at stake ; and it waa there* same aide of the throne, another chair contained 
fore DO marvel tbit so much enterprising apirit a gentleman who wore a black mask. On In* 
ahould be displayed— eo manycplane devised and dora's left, aat first of all another veiled lady— 


carried out in all their varied ramificationa 1 


then a man in somewhat coarse apparel, but whose 


At the aame time^ which we are writing, th# features were completely oonoealed by a visard of 
er»ia bed fully passad in respect to the Puke of sable silk ; and farther on was a female, somewhat 
Migrtlicki^ and he was regainiiig a periiaet con* stout in nferson, handsomely dressed, and nleo 
of the oireametanoeB wbkh had plunged closely veiled. Thui^ to look along that Une^ the 
the fliver that bad menaeed hla exiatenoe. Queen* waa beheld seated in the middle, with two 
Villl^s0hl ha kuiw not— *very far indeed was be persona on her right hand and three upon her 
IbbtA-maapacting—thoea ether eiroumetanoea whiah left. 

were taking a rqdd ind sure devdopmonl^— aj Mo other human heinge ware in that room nl 
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, cb« moment whao, as the olook of Oaklandi pro- 
• olaimed the hour of elereD, we direct the attention 
of the reader thither. Silent,! if not altogether 
motionless ut those six persons : but all except 
the Queen afforded oeoadonal though scareelj 
perceptible indications of either uneasiness or else 
of some other feeling, such as awe or suspense. 
Indora's large dark ejes burnt with h strong 
steadj lustre x her red lips were slightly apart— 
not quifering nor moring in the least, but with 
their rery absenoe of motion indicating that her 
thoughts were fixed and her mind intent on one 
special object which she had the oonfietionof being 
enabled to carry out. She did nqt once glance 
towards either of those who were seated on her 
right hand and on her left : she remained motion- 
leas in her throne-like seat— not with an ungrace- 
ful rigidity— 'but with all the natural and «ui- 
studied elegance of posture which was likewise 
oonsistent with the perfect dignity of her queenly 
Ko. 91.— ffouBSB SxBina. 


d)earing! She scarcely seemed to breathe^ so 
statue jike was she I— for there was no tumultuous 
hearing nor felling of the superb bosom, so rich 
and so well dereloped in its sculptural cou* 
tours. Altogether, with that magnificent and 
beauteous lady upon her throne— with the fire 
figures (two masked and three veiled) on her right 
and left— with the funeral hangings to the walls 
and the sable pall spread upon the ceiling— with 
the white floor-carpet, giving ghastly refieotion to 
the less than f}^m cathedral light that pervaded 
the apartment— with that powerful lustre whioh 
shone forth for a few yanls from the inner room— 
and with the tombdike ftillness which prevailed 
—it was a scene full wall calculated to strike awe 
and terror into the soul of any one who might be 
brought into the pretenoe of the royal Indora. ^ 

In a few minutss the ^ble drapery on one side 
of the room wsa agitat^ t it opened - aB d old 
Purvii^ the atewerd, entered tlw apartmenti He 
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VM drMMR in dMp blaokt with a snowy white 
oeokoloth t Jbis look was profoundly solemn ; and it 
was likewise with the utmost respect that ha ad- 
vanced towarda the throne upon which Indora waa 
acated. Sinking upon one knee, he hand^ a card 
to the Queen, aaying, ** May ^ please jour Ma- 
jesty, akc whose name is thereon earnestly im- 
plores a few minutes’ private audience.”’ 

Indora, glancing at the pa^ seemed Ibr a mo- 
ment to be much agitated^ then a look of 
boundless compassion, appei|rea upon her hatid- 
aome countenance— while heaved with 

a deep sigh. 

I will see her, Vhrvkb** dhc anaweredi— yea^ 

, I will see her.”* 

Thus speaking, Ipdora deluded fibm Mie 
throne; and followed iki old steward from the 
apartment by mpa^s of the same door through 
winch he had eatecf^ It eommunicate^ with the 
epaoiooa landing; and pe it doted ^hiod the 
Queen, the eeid lo! Ifarvie, "Ton hatp pot left 
them together ♦** 

'”No, your MijeeU," he feapondedi ”*the Duke 
is in the waitinf-tfiom, SpOfM by tbo HiuddNii 
and theBnohei* ii in fh|^ aparunentt”*— pt the 
same time he |Kwnted towards a door on tbs eppo- 
site side of Ihf laodtiig. 

«Aod her 0rede li glode thevef” eipd th* 
^^urVn inquiringly. i 

Her Qraee la alono thoro " r^ufd m oM 
steward. «8ha is a^nodly aS|i€te^phe » 
likewise in a state of pimstecnation— — ^ 

Yes-ihe is deeply, deeply fq lie pitiedl” sa*d j 
Indorl^ with another sigh. '* ||pp it la impossible | 
egw^ ip 


that her feelings can be regee^ ip thp present 
case. Sad iodied Is the dci|(py of thie lady 
—fated aa the is to ficl the ep^cte of ab^her hue- 
band’s stupendous orimest^hol the hand of Jpatice 
eannot remain palled npr fhe Wceel'f^othefs be 
sacrificed on her eceoonl. tkis^ 7 ^^ 

comprehend ec well as ^ 

” Your Mpjeaty has ejfsip^ pqadefecnM to ex- 
plain that much to m%** the old steward. 

“ 1 too expesfauea au immense, npippthy lor her 
Grace t but at tka cpipe thup 1 k^w that ket^ 
feelings and h^fpfpfM «n|| apw lit regarded as 
aeoondary Co the eoeompHabment of those para- 
mount duties which I am humbly but faithfully { 
assisting your Majesty to periorm.” r t 

The Queen smiled graciously upon Purvis; and 
•he then passed on into the room where thw 
Duchess of Marohmont waa so anxiously awaiting 
her proBcnce. 

This was the aeoond time that these two ladies 
had met,— that royal lady and that ducal one; — 
and now the latter, hastening forward, threw her- 
self at the feet of the former. Tho Duchess had 
at length become acquainted with the sovereign 
rank of her who on the first ooeasion the had only 
known as the Lady Indora: but it was not so 
much in homage to a Queen ’that«she thus knell, 
■8 it was in the character of a suppliant to one 
whom she fslt to be,' by. some mysterious and un- 
known meant, the arbitress of her hueband’e dee- 
tiny, and therefore of her owiL 

Dttohese of Marohmont I” said tho 
QwpMi| bending downr to take the hands of the 
p^yite Lavioia; *”and receive at once from my 
lipe the assurance of my inimitable sympathy! 
But at the eame time let me not by those words 


appear to encourage a hope which cennot possibly 
be realiaed^— ” 

"Oh I then them Is something very dreadful | 
whiek manaect my huiband !” exclaim^ Larinia, 
•tarting up her kneeling position i " and your i 
Majeety ii ipvaaWd with the power to punish him I 
But, Oh I inadam, the most beautiful of all royal 
prerogatives is that of meroy ; and whether your’a 
be now exercisod in strict accordance with the law, 
or only by virtue of the moral isDwer which you 
wipld and which mj husband’s misdeeds have given 
yen, yat do I beseaefa that the aentiment of mercy 
w^l not be forgotten T’ 

" Let uc eit down together fbr a few minutes, 
Dnehesa of Marchmont!',” said the Queen ; ** and 
we will converse then having handed her Grace 
to n seal, Indora fixed her large dark eyes earnestly 
upon her countenance, and asked, " Has your lady- 
ship the slightest . suspicion of tho real cause for 
which your husband has been brought hither P” 

** My thoughts arc all in confusion,” replied the 
Duchess; "and I know not what to conjecture— 
what to sutpeot I But doubtless it is that same 
aifbjeot which on a former occasion led me to seek 
un interviewiwith your Majesty— some deep, deep 
cause of offenoo which my husband has given you 
- ■ Alas! I fear me, the death of your Hindoo 
ayah Sagoonah P” 

" Tho Duke of Marohmonf has been very, very 
ill,” interrupted the Queen, Without giving any ro- 
•pODse to the observations of the Duchess; ** and 
he has been raving in the delirium of fever. X 
know also that your Grace has been a faithful, a 
oonstant, and an afiectionuto attendant at tho bed- 
side of your husband. Tell inc, therefore— did he 
never in those ravings give uttoranco to aught 

which might have led your Grace to suspect 

Ob I bow can 1 put thie quoslien to a wile P— a wife 
too who loves her husband, notwithstanding he is 
so unworthy of her !” 

Indora became greatly troubled; for all* her 
most generous feelings and all her most qompas- 
sionate sentirueuta were excited uu behalf of the 
unfortunate lady, who, pale and careworn, tuU of 
affliction— with a bfart torn by vague wild terrors, 
and a soul tortured by suspense— was seated ai! 
trembling by her side. 

"Ob! the ravings of my husband wore some- 
times terrible— terrible !” exclaimed the Duchess 
of Marchmont ; " and yet they wore so incohen*nt 
—so diijhinted— that 1 could not comprehend them. 
Nifvertheleas, I must admit that 1 heard enough to % 
carry the appalling conviction in unto my mind 
that bis consoienco waa aoroly burdened: for 
otherwise no imagination could have been so 
shockingly excited! And there have been mo- 
ments too,” continued the Duchess, now shudder- 
ing with* a visible horror, "when hideous fancies 
have flitted through my brain— But no, no!” 
she ejaculated, literally shaking herself in tho 
wildness of her harrowed thoughte; "it is im- 
possible 1— it is impossible !” 

" At least, my dear madam,” said the Queen, in 
her most soothing tone, "yowr consoionce is pure 
— and you have naught to apprehend on your own 
account I” 

" Oh ! bat what happens to my husband,” ex- 
claimed Lavinii^ paesionatcly, "will redound upon 
me I Tell me— Oh 1 tell me^ what meant the hor- 
rible myatery of all these proceedinga f No sooner 
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is mv husband teeorering from bis dangerous ill- gifings to which she bed olrssdjinude^st bsfiiig 
ness -soarcelj is be con vsleseent— when two emid- aeonted her fshej wbeo Usteoiog to the rafinge 
saries from Tour Majesty prosent«themselTes at the of her husbaad in the delirium of his fever < 
bouse and demand an interview with him. They Queen Ihdora had ^aiposely mention^ the 
iD<'isted upon seeing him alone t but I would not name of Lord Olandon in order to prepare the 
leave him— 1 olung to hlm->-nothilag could hiduds Duoheat Somewhat fifr tto terrible diaousmeiiS of 
1110 to tear myself dway from him at a moment all the prooeedlnge wbieh Were now in progress ; 
When preeentiments of danger hod irresistibly and jet it wrung the heart bf the generous Queen 
seised upon my brsinl Then they whispered to be eompeUed thus to harrow, and appal 

some words in his ear t those words I could not the soul of a lady who wks^alreadj unfortunate 
catch— nor would ho tell me what they wCre- enough— whose jAlotion wie alrUady to great— 
But their power was talismanio, and their eifeota and Who was so oooSplbtely innocent in respect to 
upon him were awful ! Orushed and overwhelmed every one of the misdeeds that were thia night to 
as if the call of doom had smitten his ear, he be charged against her husband, 
murmured forth his readiness to obey the sum- **Ibes^hyon, lodj,'* sold .Jndora, now rUing 
mona which your Majesty had sent him through from her seat in order to put an end lo the inter* 
those emissaries. Then was it that I learnt for view, ** to sipihmon all your fortitude to your aid, 
the first time that you were possessed of queenly and to take rafnge in the resignation taught by 
rank ; and I knew that if ever the diadem of the sublime truths of that Chrtstianicy in which 
mercy sat gracefully on tlio brow of any throned 1 believe oa well os your Grace. Whatsoever is 
lady, it must be upon your’s—and I jcsolved to now proi>lressing must be aceomplished, as if it 
aocumpany roy husband ! It was as ajeaptivo in were the irresistible progress of destiny itself ! It 
the power of your emissacios that be woe brought : is no persecution devised against your pence;— 
.hither : it was as a criminal that 1 bokold him ore | heaven forbid! Certain eircUttstaoCes are engen- 
now separated from mo. And hero — in his own jdered by the misdeeds of men: alas! it too 

mansion, where none but he or I should cooiroabd | often happens in this world that ikittoeent bniigs 
— do wo seem to be aliens and strangers 1 Our very ! become the victims thSrqof. So it indy be now ! 
steward dictates to UJ: tho domestics, osso iii bled ’ What is right mu8| be asserted; and wfaatsod^er 
in the hall, look on insgloomy silence as wo pass I ■ is wrong mnst be proclaimed. Again 1 say, 
Ob, madam ! my mind is filled with horrible | Buehess of Maichmont, summon all your forti- 
alarms ! Tor heaven’s aako tell me, What does it ! tude to your aid: and it were ungenerous— ifc were 
all mean ?" [cruel- it were even wicked on kny part to abstain 

** It is impossible that 1 can give your ladyship , from giving yon this warning! X must now leave 
any explanations now,” responded Indora. .you: but I will summon into your presence an 

“ Oil ! did you nut tell me on the former ooca- amiable and excellent young lady who will do her 
sion when wo met,” exclaimed tho Buohess of best to coothd solace and console you.” 

March moot,— did you not Cell mo that for my ; Lavinia listened with a look of dismay, and yet 
sake would you forgive all his ofibnecs towards j with a oerthin expression of gratitudo, to this 
yourself P— did, you not bid me return to my hus- j solemnly delivered speech. It portended some- 
b.i'id ond Assuro him emphatically that it was on thing dreadful in resp^st to her husband ; arjtl her 
my account your pardon was accorded P” own tremendous foors were now frightfully sug- 

” AH Ads is true, l;idy I” answered Indora, still gestive. She could not speak— she could not give 
with the musf compussionating tone and look: utiCeranoe to i syllable in reply to *tho Quecii'i 
” but do you not remember thateit the time I gave ssidresa i but again sinking at her feot» she toOfc 
your Grace to understand there was a reservation lxidora*B hands and pressed them to her hps, us if 
on behalf of anotAsr— and that though 1 pardoned to implore that os tnuoh mercy miglit bo shown to 
your husband tor his misdeeds towards myself, I her husband at oiroumstances would permit her 
had not the power to acquit him of whatsoever Majesty ^ ijj^ow. 

ofTeMocs he had been guilty of towards that Indora stifled a sob which threatened to con* 
otAer V' • vulse her own bosom ; and pressing the hands of 

” Yes, lAost gracious madam,” replied thb | the Duchess, she stooped down, kissed her fore- 
Duohess, anxiously, and full of, suspense ; *' all | head, and devoutly murmured, May heaven, mj 
this I remember well ! But was not that oiAvr | afflieCed friend, sustain you !” 
to whom your niojesty alluded at tho timo— was it The Queen then issued from tho apartment 
not Sagoonah P” where this most painful interview had taken 

” No,” rejoined Indora. ” That other to whom place; and she found Purvis waiting for her on 
I alluded, and on behalf of whom 1 ao wmpba- the landing. 

tically expressed a reser vat iou— that other fur *'Bend Miss Ashton to the Duebess,” said In- 
w horn indeed I had no power to speak, but for dora to the old steward ; ** and bid her reensia 
whom on the contrary 1 was myself working — ; with her Grace uq^il her presenee shall be required 
that otker, lady and after a few moments’ hesi- ' elsewhere. Then having done thii^” added In- 
tation, Indora added, ** that^ oUsr was Lord dora impressively, **let the proceedings of the 
Glaudon I” ; tribunal at once commence I** 

The countenance of the Duchess, alrlady exceed- j Parvis bowed ; and* then said, " May 1 be oo 
ingly pnle, now became ghastly white i and she bold os to ask your Majei^ whether the twins 
seemed os if she nere about to Ihint. Horrible , have a foVeknowlcdge of sU that is about to taks 
Suspicions— JrigbtAii misgivings, hod evidently j pisee P” 

smitten the umurtunate lady, even to the extent, « ^No, Purvis” snswersd the Queen: **asUttls 
of almost overpowering, crushing, and prostnting: aa possible bOS been said to theis— and they are 
her utterly— those same suspicions and those mis- ^ ignorant fur what object they have been brought 
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hitber. But I mait not remain in conversation wild apprehensions wbioh bad orii^nallj thrown 
here > the solemn proceedings of the tribunal must him on the oouoh of fever— the Duke Maroh- 
eummenoe!'* mont was but the shadow of bis former self. 8o 

Having thus spoken, Indora returned into the emaciated was his form that his garments appeared 
vast apartment hung with blix^k; while Parvis to bang upon him as if thej bad been made for 
hurried off in another direction to exeoute her another person t his countenance was thin, wan, 
Majestj^*a orders in respect to Ohristina Ashton, and ghastly: his eyes were sunken in their sockets, 
On re-entering the state-room which had been the blueish tint of which enhanced the horrible 
fitted up with so much awful solemnity, and which aspect of their cavernous, depths. Were it not 
in some respects resembled an inquisitorial scene of that he was prepared for something dreadful, he 
remoter and darker ages, Indora resumed her seat could not possibly have sustained the shock which 
upon the throne. Nothing now /emained changed the appearance of the tribunal produced upon him 
in respect to the appearance of that apartment as the bandage fell from his eyes, 
from what it was when we described it at the He stnggered, and» would have fallen were it 
opening of the chapter. Upon the throne on the not that his guards austained him. He beheld 
dais Queen Indora sat again— a veiled female and Queen Indora Beated~~upon that throne; and it 
a masked man on her right— two veiled women seemed to his appalled fancy that her's was now a 
and one masked man on her left. ' There too terrible beauty, and that there was the aspect of 
were the sable draperies on the walls— the black the avenging Nemesis in her majestic looks. He 
pall upon the ceiling— the ghastly white covering glanced to her right— he glanced to her left: who 
upon the floor. And still likewise was the strange were those veiled and masked figures P His geae 
mysterious light burning within that inner morn wandered *^elsewbere: what meant that light 


th'j door of which etood partially open. 


(Streaming* forth from the inner roomP what 


About five minutes had elapsed after the return mysteriea or what horrors were ooncealed by that 
of Queen Indora from her interview with the open doorP^ He glanced upon his guards: they 
Duchess* of Msrehmont ; and again was the sable were now masked— although he bad previously 

drapery agitated on one side of the room. The seen their countenances when they had appeared 

doflfr which that drapery cover^ had Just opened at his mansion in Belgrave {Iquare to summon him 
—the hangings themselves parted for an instant in Queen Indora's name Oaklands. Oh ! well 
—and the Duke of Marohmont was oonduoted in indeed had all her Majesty's arrangements been 
by the two Hindoos who b*d brought him in their combined to produce the most awful effects on the 
custody from London. These Hindoos were Duke of Marohmont's guilty soul I 
officers in the household of the Boyal Commit- It often happens that when a man who has for 

•loners who a few weeks hack had arrived from some time foreseen the wreck of fame, fortune, 

Inderabad to announce to Indora the death of her rank, and safety, is suddenly' brought face to face 
father and the intelligence that a throne awaited with the tremendous convulsion itself, the courage 
her. of utter desperation aeizea upon him. And thus 

The two Hindoos were dressed in their gorgeous was it with the Duke of Marchmont. All in a 
uniform^ the splendour of which contrasted moment the most powerful revulsion of feelings 
strongly with the sombre gloom of thst awful took place within him ; and be clutched at the 
tribunal. The Duke of liarchmont wm blind* wild hope that he might yet save himself by pre- 
folded ; and his hands were held behind him by senting a bold front to this tribunal inrthe pre- 
his Hindoo «guards. But as If nothing should senoe of which Re stood. And then, too, perhaps 
be wanting to complete the solemnity of the wbq)e the thought struck him that the tribunal was only 
scene, and to render it as strikfpgly terrible as so formed in order to terrify him into confessions 
possible to him whose eyes were about to be un- and extort from him avowals without which no 
bandaged that they might gaie upon it, the two good case could be made out against him. For- 
guards themselves were masked. One of them baps likewise he fancied that there might be an 
had his sabre drawn in his band, at ah emblem inclination in another quarter to spare him as 
that his royal mistrau wielded a power which ^ it much ^as possible, and that hie own brother was 
would be vain fur the captive criminal to dis- chivalrous enough to make the most fearful self- 
pute. * sacrifice that man could possibly make for the 

The Duke of Marchmont was conducted up to purpose of avoiding a terrific exposure that should 
the front of the throne,— at a distance of about startle the whole world. For if it were not so— 
half-a-doien yards from wbioh his guards made a and if these oonjeotures were not fraught with 
halt. They then unfastened the kerchief which reasons for hope— why ehould all those proceedings 
bandaged bis eyes. From the description already be arrayed in mystery and darkness against him P 
given of the entire soene^ the reader may possibly why should not everything have been left to the 
imagine the extent of the awe-inspiring terror regular course of human justioe and to the de- 
with which it thus suddenly borst upon March- velopment of legitimate process in the public tri- 
■sont’e view. Utterly uneonsio&s wee he before- buoals P 

hand of the ipsctaele that his gaae wm thos to But whatever were the thoughts^ the ealonla- 
encouBMr; and when 'we consider what this speo- tbns, the oonjeoturee, or the hopes of the Duke of 
taelit wa% and likewise beer in mind that the Dnke Harohmontf— certain it ie that he suddenly ae* 
of Xarehmont's conscienoe wm stained with count- sumed a different bearing from that which he had 
tm arisBii^ it will require but little effort of the at first worn. He summoned all hie eflkoctory Co 
Ipnaghiation for the reader to epnoeive the effect his aid i deaparation'e self nerved him to play a 
laodiieed upon nim. Having only within the last neok-or-notbing game,— to listen to aB that might 
fow days risen ^m a bed of sickness— etUl suffer- be oharged against him— to ascertain preeisely in 
li^ phyacally, and incesMody tortured by all the what clroumetanees he wm placed— to envisega the 
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peril! whieh ■luroundfd him— end then to eet^ ee 
eironmitenaei ehould direct, either with grorelling 
entreetj or with lofty dediM. But Queen Indore 
hed foreeeen thet t^ugh thie*pheee the mind of 
the Duke of Mereh'mont would peee; end there- 
fore hed ehe epered nothing in her errengemente 
which wee oelculeted to euetain the moct ewe- 
^inq^iring effeote, end to etrike him ee it were blow 
upon blow, eeoh one more powerful then ite prede- 
ceeeor. * 


OHAPTEI^ CXLV. 

THR WITRBeSBS. 

Thb Queen, fathoming everything thet wee peei- 
ing in the mind of the oriminei who now etood in 
her presence, suffered sererel minutes to elepse be- 
fore she opened the proceedings by word of mouth. 
At length she spoke. It wes in w slow, clear, 
measured voice ->suffiaiently cold to convey an ipi- 
pression of the implacable sternness of justice- 
end yet not deviating from the femlhine harmony 
which became her sex and her queenly station. 

** Prisoner,** she said, " you have been summoned 
by the force of circumstances before e tribunal 
which, though not constituted according to the 
laws of your country, nevertheless wields a power 
which you cannot possibly defy. 1 know /uU well 
ell the hopes that you are now entertaining : but 
they will be defeated t Rest assured that 1 should 
not have undertaken a task in the accomplishment 
of which there was the slightest scintiUetion of 
doubt. Your own conscience must tell you whether 
you have in your lifetime perpetrated deeds that 
would render you amenable to any human tribu- 
nal ; and if so, then ere you amenable to this 1 
Man of many crimes, the hour of retribution le 
come— end Providence has ordained that the tan- 
gled wCb which you yourself have woven by your 
countless iniquities, should tUis night close in 
finally around you !'* 

The Duke of Marchmont thought for a moment' 
of making a reply : but a second reflection bade 
him remain faithful to the policy of hearing all 
that could be alleged against him : for he h^ by 
this time begun to suspect who most of the wit- 
nesses were, that either veiled or masked were ar- 
rayed against him upon the platform. " ^ 

** Your crimes, prisoner,** continued Queen In- 
dora, ** are now almut to experience a terrible re- 
vival in your memory— even if that memory could 
ever have lost sight of them while conscience fed 
the eternal lamp which sheds ite light in the 
desecrated sanctuary of your soul. As^a train of 
spectres passes through the diseased imagination, 
so shall your iniquities, as well as their accom- 
plices, their agents, or their victims, be presented 
in vivid reality to your view. First let me sp^ 
of that amiable and excellent wife of yours— the 
loving and affectionate Lavinia — whom by the 
baesst of ooaspiraciee you sought brand with a 
charge as infamous as it was false, and to sully her 
purity in order that you might obtain a ground 
for her repudiation. This, which was the lightest 
of pour '’misdeeds^ would for any other man be 
emsbing and overwhelming 1 Asd neat I will 
speak to you of your black turpitude towards a 


young woman whose character was her only for- 
tune— and against whom, by aid of opiate drugs, 
you perpetrated the foulest and most infamous 
outrage. Behold I she is here I— she who is alike 
a witness ready to testify of your black ‘designs 
against your wife, and of your dark satanic villany 
against herself I** 

Thus speakings Indora pointed towards the 
veiled fomale dho sat upon her right hand s the 
veti was thrown off— and the eonnCeoanoe of Amy 
Sutton was revealed. Loohy of, malignant hatred 
and flend-like sevenge were thte which this in- 
jured young woman ^nt upon the Duke of March- 
mont } and he recoiled in horror thereflwm— not 
so muolk because the looks themselves touched a 
remorseful chord in his conseienoe, as because it 
struck him that the victim of his lust was there to 
gloat overdiis flnal undoing and ntter fall. 

** And now 1 would address you as a man,’* con- 
tinned Queen Indora, ** who endeavoured to suborn 
others to the execution of your villanons purposes 
—as one who lavished gold by thousands to induce 
a needy spendthrift to wield the bravo*s dagger 
against my own life 1 Here is a deed which, if 
proclaimed to the world, would bring you before a 
tribunal constituted on a basis different from this 
one I There sits the man who can testify how he 
was thus suborned, and who on a previous occa- 
sion had lent his mid in your diabolical madbina- 
tions against your own wifol** 

WbUe giving utterance to this last sentence. 
Queen Indora’s extended arm pointed towards the 
masked individual who sat next to Amy Sutton, on 
the right hand of the throne ; and when that in- 
dividual took off his mask, he revealed the counte- 
nanos of Wilson Stanhope* His countenance ex- 
pressed a species of terror as if the man himself 
entertained but a vague idea of how all these pro- 
ceedings would terminate, and was therefore by 
no means assured that exposure to the whole 
World would not enBue and that condign punish- 
ment would not overtake himself. 

" And now 1 will speak to you," continued Queen 
Indora, "of a darker crime than 'even those to 
which I have alluded,— a crime which, when de- 
signed by yob, was not altogether frustrated by 
circumstances —but which was so far carried into 
effect that it struck a fellow-creature, though not 
the one whom it was meant to strike: namely, 
myself 1 Prisoner, it was at your instigation that 
the assamin-blow was dealt in the gai^en of my 
villa-tesidenoe : and here is a witness who can tes- 
tify to the discourse which subsequently took 
place between yourself and the agent of your 
iniquity I** 

Thus speaking. Queen Indora made a sign for 
the female on her left hand, to remove the veil 
which covered her countenance; and when this 
was done, the Duke beheld Mrs. Oxenden. He 
was not altogether without a suspicion that she 
indeed was tbe veiled female who eat in that 
place: but when the suspicion was turned into 
certainty, he felt a horrible tightening at tbe 
heart— for it seemed to fifim as if even those whom 
his gold had maintidned in luxury, were arraying 
themselves against him. This idea is always a 
harrowing one for the individual who fbels that 
tbe ground is slipping away beneath his feett be- 
cause it is frightfully ominous of the cfoflniog 
catastropho. Thus the presence of Mrs Oxenden 
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there *>11111 own pensionril nibcress — was indeei ready more than auapeetod who ahe wai; and 
another blaw that etruek upon the heart of the therefore he wae not furpri.<<e(] when he beheld the 
Duke of Marehmont more ecrerely than the two oountenance of Jifadanio Aogelique. But if he 
preeodiog oiiee dealt throu^'h the medium of Amy were not aurpriaed, he waa ncvortbeleaa atricken 
Sutton and WlUon Stanhope. another blow ; and thia waa for the aorerestof dllt 

** But if that teatimony be not auificient/* eon- fur Queen Indora'a lanj^naj^e bad pointed towards 
tinned Queen Indora, after a pause of more than that oth$r crime which waa the moat terrible of 
a minute, " there ia one here preaent who can giro the many that blackened bia conscience, as it was 
ampler evidence. That man has oonfesaed every- the one likewise concerning which ho had hoped 
thing; and if it be needful, the world may kno# that there would be the greatest difficulty in 
how gow, prisoner, aiAiorned him to deal the as* putting forward dny substantial proof. He now i 
saaain>blow which, though interiliod for myaelf, appeared to be utterly unmanned t the bold bardi- 
neveitbeleaa smote the boaom of the unfortunate hood that he had assumed, forSook him t every 
Sagoonab. He can tell likewise bow you viaited remnant of the air of defiance adopted at the out* 
him in hia dungcou*oeil, when he waa a ceptive in set vanished away ; and ho was on the very point 
the hands of justice —and how you furnished him of sinking on his knees and imploring mercy, 
the means of elTeoting hia escape." But again did a thought strike him: again did 

The Burker, who was seated neit to Mrs. the very desperation of iiis circumsjpnces nervo 
Oxeuden, gave a sort of low subdued growl as ho him with a pretematurai Courage.^ Therefore, 
removed the mask and revealed his hideous coun- quick as lightning, was the bold effrohtcry assumivl 
tenanoe to the Duke. The nobleman had already again; and tho air of defiance was adopted. It 
recognised him— but had aoaroely fancied that he was still ucck-or-nothing with this man who felt 
could have told so much t and therefore it As ijp- that be stdod upon a iipne, for the explosion of 
deed another and severer blow which thus struck winch there ^ere a thousand chances against only 
the guilty Marehmont. one t'lat ho might possibly escape. 

" And now," oontinued ji^ueen Ihdora, " for the " Queen Indora," he said, now breaking silence 
last of these witnesses who ii» thU place"— and she for the first time, and endeavouring to throw 
erapigiaised the word printed in italic— " may bo a tincture of scorn into hiw accents, “you have 
specified as one who can bear fearful evidence marshalled against mo an army of witnesses which 
against you. In more than one instance has she constitute a goodly company to sit by the side of 
been the agent and accomplice of your iniquities, your Majesty. Commencing on tho right hand, 

It was by her insidious representations that my there is a notorious debuuoliee — an uupriuciph‘d 
unfortunate dependant Sagoonah, who is now no profligate, whose relations have long cast biui oiT, | 
more, was led to meditate murder in respect to and whom society hos repudiated— a man wbo, 
myself. Yes, prisoner— you see that your crimes even according to your own acci>uut, has ever been 
in all their details and phases are well known to willing to sell himself for gold. You aro rich, 
me! That woman— the only one who now re- Queen Indora — tho wealth of tho wealthiest por- 
moins veiled— has borne testimony against you, os tlon of the Indies is at your disposal — and perhaps 
the rest have already borne it. But sbo has spoken therefore you have well paid that man for bis pro- 
of things relating to which these others who aro sent services ; and in proportion to the regard 
present have not been enableS to speak. Do you given him is his aeal to boar false testimony against 
remember that one evening you by appointment me." 

met this mafC^cnd the Queen pointed towards " If ever I told tho truth in my life, my Lord 
the Burker—" in a lane near a oortain villa oni >Duke of Marohmigit," exclaimed Wilson Stan* 
Brixton Hill? Do you remember ^likewise that hope, "it shall be told against you now, if her ^ 
angry words took place between yourself and that Majesty command me to speak out !" 
man— that he demanded more of you than you '* Let us bear t ie prisoner to the end," said 
chose to give— that you drew forth your purse to Queen Indora, in the cold firm voice of autho- 
bestow upon him a portion of its coiiionts— but rity. 

that he, being resolved to possess himself of the, “NexU to your Majesty," continued the Duke of 
whole, felled you from your horse? You sey that Maftfohmont, "sits a female who admita'that she , 
Jk 0 at least has maintained no reserve in respect to has lost her virtue^ and that she has no claim to 
anything that concerns you ! Bor has that woman, rank amongst the modest of her sex. It is easy 
Do you recblleot, prisoner, I will proceed to ask, for one wbo has been a willing paramour, to turn 
that you were borne to the villa unto which 1 have round upon him whom in the world's canting Ian* 
already alluded, and that for aome while you re* guage ahe oalle her seducer; and disappointed be* 
moined there insensible? Yes— you recollect all this! cau^e I hate not lavished gold upon her and 
But yon have jet to learn, prisoner, that in the established her in a palatial mansion as my 
first moments of your reviving consoiousness you acknowledged mistveis, she is ready in her vindie* 
•ufiered words to escape your .lips— or rather they tive spirit to heap false calumnies upon my 
involuntarily flowed from the refy iountains of head." 

your troubled oonsoience; and those words, pri* " Yillain that you ere T exclaimed Amy Sutton, 
soner, were heard by Madame Angelique, who wee her cheeks flushing with rage and indignation, and 
in attendanee upon you. Fearful inde^ were those her eyes fiashiif{g fire; "you know that 1 rejected 
words— ^aad to e fearful orime they pointed 1 If your overtures with scorn and contempt — and that 
yondo^t ntst esk that witness herself 1 She wfll you triumphed over me by the basest of satanlc 
tall tfiif ttuM. arts! But heaven be thanked, the day of your 

TbdAf peeking, Queen Indora made a sign for ^uom is arrived— and 1 ampreseol to witnese you? 
the woman whom she indioated Co throw back her downfall 1" 

ViUi bat the guilfj Duke vf Marehmont had al- "Lot tho prisoner peneeed," said Queen Indorui 
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afr»in apeaking in the yoice of oddlj ealm iutbd- and toleino ordeal. That ray purae has been open 
Tity. to Mr. 8tanhope-*and that 1 bare been plundeVed 

“ Turning to yoar Majesty's left band,** eon* as well as personally maltreated by that rillaiii 
tinued Marehmont, ** 1 behold suited next to you who site on your Majesty's left band— are lil(ewise 
a woman who lives upon her profligacy : and think faets. But that I bare ever been their suborner 
you for a moment that the word of such a wretch or the instigator of their iniquities^ is somethmg 
would have the slightest weight with a jury of my too monstrous for belief. That I, so proudly 
countrymen in a legitimate Court of Justice f placed, should have eondesoended to suoh folly, is 
Lot her proclaim her antecedents— let her oharac- repugnant to your Majesty's good sense. Tou soe^ 
ter be unmasked gs her face has ere now been un* Queen Indora* that 1 am addressing you with the 
vcile i ; and who would attao^ the remotest respect that is due to your ssic and to your rank, 
credence to a syllable flowing from such polluted But let me warn your Majesty that it is no light 
lips P" deed on your part to adopt all these proceedings 

it is easy to use harsh epithets, my lord," ex- against an Bngliahmao, however humble his rank 
elnimed Mrs. Oxpoden, her dark eyes Hushing might be i^but when you reflect what I am^what 
lightning even more vivid than those which the my rank u— and that I am even exempt from 
eyes of Amy Sutton had shot forth: "but abuse the jurisdiction of the ordinary tribunals of my 
is not argumeirt— and tho testimony against you country— and if aeouied of misdeeds, can ba 
would be already overwhelming, were you not tried only by my peers— you cannot shut out from 
home up by that very desperation which compels yourself the fact that you have taken a most 
you to struggle unto the last 1" serious step in subjseting me to an ordeal which 

" As for the villain who is seated next," con- can end in naught. Therefore I demand that 
tinued the Duke, hia eyea now settling ^pon ihe^ your Majesty at onoe reatorea me to that freedom 
Burker, " the gaol yawns fer him ; and it were an which these mjrmidoqs of yourV*— and ho glanced 
insult to any juiy iu this country to |aroduco the towards the Hindoos—" have so grossly violated." 
tcstiinonj of such a man !*’ * Aa the reader may su ppose, it cost the Duke o 

"If it wasn't fur such men aa you, my lord," Marcbmoat no mean ^ort to maintain the de- 
growh'd the Burker, " thero would bo fewer such meanour which corresponded with the Isngu^ 
men ns me I Yuui da/ is gone by -and it's of no that (hut flowed from hia lips^ and which was so 
use yt ur making long ffpecclics and abusing them oompletely at varianoe with that inward oonaoioua* 
as you was accustomed to cbo as jour tools." ness of a thousand Crimea that he experienced i 
" As fur Mudiime .Angolique," continued the but it was still by the vary desperation of hia cir« 
Duke of Marchmont, who lifectcsl to turn away eurastances that he waa aupported ; and be was iu 
wirh loathing and di.sgusi from the fierce regatds a condition of the |Qoat awful auspeose as to what 
of tho Durker,— " us lor MHdame Augelique, k<tr might he coming next. Queen ludora listened to 
character befits her to taUe her plitco in this com* him with all that calm attention which arighteoua 
I puny with which your Majesty has chosen to sur- judge bestows upon a captive who is accused i 
round yuursolf. The whole career of that vii» there was nothing however in her look nor bearing 
h'rciiolj woman has been ono of hardened iniquity; to iDdioatalhat bio words bad produced any cfiect 
1111(1 bhc has accumulated wc'nlih by means the upon her, fitber to make her think loss than be- 
most degriiding, tho most disgusting, the must forehand of the amoupt of evidence brought to 
• nboiiiiimbj^i ! Is it such testimony as hero that bear against him, or to feel uneasy at tho respon* 
can all iii a moinont ruin the eharaeter of a noble- aibility of (be position iu which she h|djilacod her- 
iiiari hearing om; of the proudest of British titles ? self. The Duke of Marobmont anxibusly and 
I’lucc that woman in a witness' b<m, and any judge caferly watched to see wbat the effect of his speech 
vyll indignantly cotmnand licr to stand dowul — might be; and niore deeply sank bit heart within 
* no jury would listen to herl" him while he noticed how coldly firm and reso« 

" And yet, bad as 1 may have been," exclaimed lutely imperturbable were Queen Indora'a looks. 
Madamo Angeliquo, " i have had tho honour of And (hen,* tut, the door of that inner chamber 
reckoning the Duke ot Marchmont among my still ftuod half open; and the strung light waa 
must intimate friends 1" * ^ still shining forth; and there was a secret voice 

I will now address myself to your Majesty/' within the Duke's guilty soul, telling him that 
proceeded the Duke, who chose to have the np- wbat hr thus observed related to some Iresh pimso 
pcurance of disdaining to bandy a word with in the proceedings (bat were now in progress -but 
Madame Angelique. "I have spoken unro- wbat it might be be could not possibly coti 
aervcdly of the characters of you#- witnesses; and jectufe. 

your Majesty's own good sense must tell you that "lhave heard you with attention, prisoner," 

I have spoken only too truly. I will qot pletend said the Queen ; " but it ia unnecesaary for me to 
to fathom the purpoaea which you may have in offer the slightest oomment upon your speech, 
view I but whatever they may be, you must confess Follow me." 

by this time that you have failed in carrying them She descended frtm heV throne— grace and dig* 
out. That X have been gay— perhaps dissipated, nity iu her movements— but u deep solemnity in* 
—that I have been a man of pleasure— all this it vesting her aa with a garment. Blow.'y she pro- 
is not worth my while to deny : but oi^ (be other ceeded towards that half-open door— the Duke of 
hand these things assuredly concern not yourself. Marchmont uiechanicaliy toliawing. The Hindoo 
That Mrs. Oxeuden has been my mistress— that guards did not now accompany him : (he witnes^ 
Amy Sutton has received me in her arms— or that remained stationary in their seats upon the dais, 
my visits have been paid to the house of Madame The Queen entered flrst into the room to whieU 
Angelique, are frets which I might readily have wffhave so often alluded ; and the moment the 
admitted without tho necessity of this dark parade Duke of Marohmont reaeh^ tke threahold he be* 
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hold o ipeotMle whioh suddenlj traotfizod him nofor in thii life would be uppeeeed I But freoier 
with mingled uwe» wonderineDt, end horror. etUi here been your orimee ; end, ee I ere now pro* 
It WM n mueh emeller room then thet which oleimed, tbie ie the hour in whioh thej ere ell to 
bed been fitted up for the tribunel t but the welle be mede known. Priioner, look upon thet oorpie I 
were likewiie hung with bleok dreperiei. Upon e It ii the oorpie of her who in the medneae of feel« 
oouoh the oorpie of Segooneh wee leid out. She ingi end pemtoni whioh I ibell not peuie to de- 
eeemed ea if ihe were onlj aleeping— ao aerene wea aeribe, ^to up jour own brother to the dungeon- 
her eapeot, end yo oompietelj wea the freahneia of oell whioh he now tenenti.** 
the body preierfed. There wea in the etmoaphere ** My brother!" murmured tl)ja Duke of Meroh- 
n perfume of drugir which et onoe indiceted the moot, ateggering et the word^ ea if they touohed 
embelming proceaa thet bed been adopted to en- e chord whioh fibreted moat painfully to hia 
aure that preaerretion. ▲ oep of anowy whiteneaa heert'a oore. 

oompletely oonceeled the d^ eyeh'a ooel-bleck " Yea— your brother I" continued Queen Indore : 
heir : her naked erma^ atretehed et her^dea^not end now ahe bent theflook of en erenging Ifemeaia 
atiffly, but in e lifedike manner— 'had rira breoelota upon the Duke of Merobmont. " Oh ! think you 
upon them. Very beeutUbi appeared thet oorpae, that the proceeding! of thia night were ended 
— aeeming ea if the breath of life had only juat when in the adjoining room I enumerated ell your 
peaicd out of it, end aa if it had been aurrendered minor Crimea,—: orimea whioh though greet in 
up without a atruggle t for immediately after the themaelrea, were nefertheleaa nothing to thet 
aold hand of death Imd touched Segooneh, her fee- which hea yet to be prooleimed I And yet even 
turea bed aettled down into thet aecenity which that too wu darkly hinted at— but not ao darkly 
they now wore. Indeed, ahe looked not oi if ahe ^thet it failed to touch your oonaoience 1 Do you 
were deed— but only sleeping after a aerere India- *not peroeire thet the finger of heeTon hea meni- 
poaition which bed apreed an uniform pallor upon feated itael^ in ell the inoidenta end ocourrencea 
the natural duakineaa of her complexion. winch here been hurrying yon on towerda the 

Four wax cendloa^ ea tetf ea thoae tepera which oeteatrophe P By the agent of your own rilleny 
arp. Been on Catholic eltva, abed their light upon were you atricken down, ao thet in the firat mo- 
the oorpie, and produi^ that eifiilgenca whioh menta of returning oonaolouaneaa you might be- 
atreemed forth from the half-open door into the trey to that yUo Frenohwmnan— waotAef* agent of 
room fitted up ai the tribuneL Bowerful wea the your iniquitiea— the tremendoua aecret whioh for 
luatre, end aolemnly grand wea the effect thereof nearly twenty yeara muat heTe aat like a hideoua 
upon the body. It brought out the form of the nightmare upon your aoul I" 
teed Segooneh into the atrongeat relief i it gate It would be impoaaible to deaoribe the ghaatly 
the animation of life to the akin ; and it played horror whioh the countenance of the guilty March- 
upon her featurea aa if they themaelYea were moot diaplayed, while Queen Indore wea tbaa ad- 
aUghtly moving with the preaehoe of exiatenoe. dreaaing him. He trembled from head to foot 
Aiuidat all the wildcat conjecturea which the with a aeriea of viaible ahudderinga : the perapira- 
Duko of Marcbmogt might hare baaeroed relative tipn buret forth cold and olammy upon hia brow : all 
to the contenta of thia roon^, ao pdlaible aurmiae hia featurea were oonvulaed : it aeemed aa if be 
could have ledf him to anticipate the apeotaolc were about to fall down and writhe in fearfulleat 
whioh be thua beheld. Aa wc have aaid, tterefore, agony like a atrioken aarpent. ^ # 

he itood trfopfixed with mingled awe^ wonderment^ "But even* without the teatimony of that 

and horror X for it< aeemed aa if death itaelf were Frenchwoman," continued Indora, ** waa there a 
now invoked to bear aome kind of evidenoe agaibat lufficienoy of aoeumulated proofa to brand you 
him. For upwarda of a minute Old Queen Indora with the full atigma of your enonhoua guilt. Xfe 
auffer the aoene to produce ita fulleat effect upon you doubt me P No !— you cannot 1 Yet atep by 
the priioner; and then in a tone of authority ahe atep ahall you paaa through thia ordeal. Come 
bade him advance further into th( room. He with me." 

obeyed her : ahe oloaed the door ; and he waa now The Queen drew aaide the aable drapery at the 
alone with that royal lady and with the oorpab of ^end df the room feeing the door by which ahe and 
Sagoonah. « ihe Duke bad entered from the tribunal; aqd 

" My lord," aaid the Queen, in a voice that waa another door enabled them to emerge upon the 
low and moat aolemnly impreaaive, ** you are not landing. Thia Indora traveraed,— itill followed 
altogether innocent in reapeot to the oauaea whioh by the Duke, who meohanidally dragged himaelf 
led to the premature death of the hapleaa Sa- along, but in a atate of mind that it were impoa- 
foonah. I will not however deny that her mind aibie.to deaoribe. If ever a man felt that hell 
waa already in a morbid atate when you employed might^be fbretaated upon earth, and that it waa 
the vile Fmnohwoman to beooidb her temptreaa, poaaible to paaa tbrcaigh a aeriea of worldly horrore 
and inatigate her to the fouleat deeda. Had it not auflhxient to prepare the aoul for the tormenta of 
been for thia oonduot on year part, Sagoonah hereafter,— that man waa the Duke of MarchmonU 
might have lived. But atep by atep waa ahe led All hia energiea aeemed now paralyaed : he waa 
on to that fearful olpnax which waa the aocom- obeying the Queen only aa an automalibn might 
pliabment of her doom. It waa retribution that have aetedt biilTaoaltiee were growing ao numbed 
ahe mail The meana winch ahe had adopted to under the influence of intenaeat^ moat harrowing 
fefth my life at the mitigation of your agent* be- horror, that had the, being immortal or invulner- 
.liilftbtho 80 UIC 0 of her own death. The tragedy able, led the way into g flery fSumaoe, that 
^'a horriUumie ; and I do not heeitato to pro- wNtched man woold j^oroe have jmc o nic i oualy 
'a|li^ that Sagoonah was one of yoor viotime. and meohaaicaUy foUowed her. 

Cfe t if you bad never done aught but thia* it were She opened a door on ihe oppodte tide of ihe 
auffioiaat to fill your loul with a lemorae that landing; and the conducted Um into a little room 
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of which he seemed only to lutve a dim reool- 
leotion, though nothing in this apartment was 
obangod in respect to its appointments as he him- 
self had for years known them. But, as we hare 
already intimated* his thoughts were falUng fhst 
into oonfusion*— not 0X0011^ with the madnSss of 
excitement* but with the stap^ of an overwhelm- 
ing eonstemation— a orosbis^ dismay— a paralys- 
ing horror. 

In this room to which Queen Tndora now oon- 
dnoted the Duke of Marobmont, Hr. ArmyUge 
was seated. Candles were bumihg uppn the table : 
Zoe*a fhther was excessively pale— but there was 
a certain sir of rssolntion in bis looks, as if be 
knew beforehand what duty he had to perform, and 
was detpniilned to aoeomplisfa it. He rose from 
his seat on the appssiaaoe of Indora, to whom he 
bowed with the profoapdest re s pe c t He then 
glanced at the Duke of Jlfkrijbnonti and an ex« 
Ko. 92.— Fommi SwMb > 


pression passed over his features as if he were at 
the moment saying to himself ** The hour of that 
manisoome!*’ ^ 

Indora closed the door; and without taking a 
seat, she at once said to Zoe's lather, ** Tour name 
is not Armitage— it is Trarers ?” 

^ 1 have already admitted as much to your Ma- 
jesty,** replied the individual thus addres^ ; and 
his voice as well as hid manner indicated the deep- 
est respect towards that Sovereign lady. 

The Duke of Marohmon^ now appeared to rally 
himself slightly for a moment; and he bent upon 
' Travers a look of thh most im|dorlng entreaty : 
but Zoe’s father seemed not to notice it 

Ton were onoe the valet of this person ?** con- 
tinued Queen Indora, glandog for an instant at 
the Duka of Marohmont ; ** and you were at Oak- 
kads when several long years ago an awful tra- 
gedy took plane?** 
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** I vas ao, jour Majeitjr/* responded TrsTera : 
and A tnolh oame forth from the throat of the 
wretched Marchmont. 

** You remember the ni^bt when the late Duke 
of Marchmont waa murdered ?" continued Indora : 
" and you recollect that the faithful dog— no doubt 
in the attempt to save hia beloved master from the 
aaaaaain-blow, or else to punish him who dealt it— 
bad torn off a piece of the garment worn at the 
time by that assassin f" « 

** All this 1 recolledt, madam/* replied Travers. 

“Enough! enough 1" wildly ejaculated March- 
mont; and his eyes glared in their cavernous 
aocki'ti. “ Why revive the horrors of that night P 
01), madam 1 who are you that you hav# come aa 
an uvongeressP*' 

“ 1 am here to proclaim innoeenee and to expose 
guilt/’ was the solemn answer which* the Queen 
g'lvo in interruption of the Duke'e wild speech. 
“ Travers, reply to me,— reply to mo now as truth- 
fully as you have previously made the confession ! 
Trom whoso garment t\ai that piece ropt off which 
thi< faithful dog bore in ita mouth P** 

“ It was bis !*' responded Travere t ana he 
pointed to Marohmont. 

Hollow and dreadful waa the moan which onme 
slowly forth from the lips of* the oriminal: a disxi- 
nos* spread itself before his vtsioo ; Iwd he would 
priihably have fainted, ha4 not*Queoa Indora sud- 
denly laid her hand Ughily upon hie arm, saying, 
“ Come with me.** 

She opened an inner door ; and Merohmout fd- 
lowed her. Another room was entered. This also 
was unchanged as to its usual appointments ; and 
lights were burning there. Obristisn and Christina 
Ashton rose from their seats as the Queen entered t 
they were both very pale with auqiense j for they 
knew that something was to happen vb^h inti- 
mately regarded themselves —tbougli they were 
utterly unconscious of what this might be. The 
Duke did not appear to talk psrtieular ffo^oe of 
them: his energies were again palsied— he again 
folt as if hctwere walking in a dream 1 

The Queen closed the door of. this fOom, tn^ 
which Armytage had not folloi||0d herself and 
Marchmont; and without an instant’s delay, she 
Bu At died up an object which lay in a recess. Thu 
object gleamed bright across the vision of' the 
wretched nobleman ; and a ory of noilor burst 
from his lips as he recognised it. It was a day^- 
ger,— that same dagger w hich baa befotf) been so 
often mentioned in the pages of our narrative. 

** Bcb.old,” exolaiuiod Indora, as she raised the 
weapon in lier right arm, while her form appeared 
to dilate, and her oountenanoe aaaumed the ex- 
pression of an avenging goddess,— “ behold the 
dagger with which you took the life of your 
under*- then pointing towards the twins with 
her left hand, she added, almost in the same 
breath, “And there behold the children of your 
murdered victim 1 In this youth you may see 
the rigid (ul Duke of Marehinunt !’* 

“O God!** moaned the wretched murderer: 
and overwhelmed by fearCullest horror, he sank 
upon his knees, while the twins clung to each 
efthW' wildest astonishment at the words which 



CHAPTER OXLVI. 

0£0SJ3*0P TUB TBIBUBAL. 

Thb five witnesses had remained in their seats 
upon the dais in the large apartment, hung with 
black, which had served as the tribunal. The two 
Hindoo guards bad likewiee continued in that 
room, mute and motionless: but their presence 
was sufficiently iadioative of the inutility of any 
attempt being made to esoape on the part of any 
of those witnesses whose own consdienoes might 
I have excited apprehenpons respecting what was to 
follow. The door communicating with J^he room 
in which Sagoonah’s corpse was laid out, had been 
closed almost immediately after Indora led the 
prisoner thither; and thus that portion of the 
larger apartment ‘was now involved in the same 
setni.uhscurity that prevailed elsewhere. The 
black drapery ' covered that door which had re- 
cently stoo*! half open : solemnly awful continued 
ti' be tlio sspeot of the tribunal. 

Presently, after nearl/an hour’s absence, Queen 
Indcra retuftied. She came back alone : the pri- 
soner was no longer with her. Her countenatioe 
was exceedingly pale— even more ao than it was 
ere she quitted that apartpaent : for her feelings 
bad been most powerfully wrought— and if she 
bad experienced much satisfaction in successfully 
carrying out all her purposes, she had likewise fidt 
much pain at the various details of their execution. 
Slowly she walked ; and once more she ascended 
the throne. She did not immediately speak: a 
dead sitimco itill prevailed for a few minutes, while 
all the witnesses contemplated her with anxiety 
and suspense. At length she broke that silence. 

'^The solemn object for which this tribunal was 
I constituted,** she said, “has been aobisved; ond 
by the merciful assistanoe of beavej) I have be- 
come the instrument of accompli - Uing signal’ deeds 
this nigbt. Know ye all who listen totme, that 
Bertram Vivien^ now a prisoner in a felon’s gaol 
in London, is innocent of that foul crime of 
murder which is charged against him, and under 
the imputation of which his good name has sttf« 
fered for so many, many long years 1 It was not 
by hi§ band that bis late uncle perished : the hand 
which doalt the BB8assia*blow was that of him who 
has ever since usurped the title of Duke of March- 

B.ODt 1’^ , 

To Madame Angel ique this feet was previously 
I known : by Wilton Slanbope it had been for some 
i time more than half suspected : Mrs. Oxonden, 
^Amy Sutton, and the Barker were likewise but 
I little astonished to hear the announoement that 
i was ju^ made. 

I “Yes,” continued Queen Indora, “ innoeenee is 
made apparent and guilt is exposed— the usurper 
is dispossessed of the title which be had so long 
fraudulently borne— and his ducal coronet will 
henceforth be worn by him to whom it descendc as 
a lawful heritage. 1 allude not to Bertram Vivian. 
Most of yoc, if not all, are acquainted with the 
name of Cbristiaa Ashton; aD4 that oxoelleut, 
high* minded, well-prinoipled youth is now Duke 
of Marchmont!**' 

Well aa the listeners were prepare^ for the pro- 
fipus nnnonnoement,— yet utterly unexpected by 
them was the iatelligam that had Just fsUeu 




THB imtiEitxifi Of vm ooimt. 815 

tipcn ettH. Aitoiiitbmnit WM depicted u{)oii lipe; end she thADkftiHy accepted all^thc propo- 
tbt ir eottuteoaiioM : bttl there waa at least one aitiona which had Just been made, 
amongst them who waa n^oioed at the ipKid for- **To you, Mrs. Oxenden/' continued the.<8ueeB« 
tune of otir young hero — and this was Amj "I can hare but little to say— indeed nothinf 
Sutton. ^ more than to reiterate the hope which I bare es- 

** It now only remains for me/* continued Queen p 'oeaed to Mr. Btaohopc that Che scene of thic 
^Indora, '* to announce my intentions to some who night may haTC a bftaefloial influence upon you. 
aroliere present, and^ to address a few parting You will be restored to freedom t te-morrow jou 
words to the osiers. *For the remainder of this will go forth into the world again | end if you be 
night you will all be roconsigped to the places wise yon will endearour the reipeetability of 
which yj>u ha^e respeetivoly occupied since you be- your future career to make as moOh atonemont as 
come tho inmates ot Oaklands; and to-morrow possible for yoUr past misdeeds. The ybung man 
you will all individually depart bence. Let me on whom yon have been lavishing the gold which 
hope that t e soleuin scpnoVbioh yon, Mr. Stan- you rcoe^ved as the prieo of your own infamy^ has 
hope, have this night beheld, will have upon you a been wounded in a dud whieh he himself provoked : 
salutary eifecb — and that henceforth you will atrive but hia injury was slight— aad nu disagreeable eon- 
by somo honourable means to earn your livelihood, acqueneea will eniuet On the contrary, that inei- 
instoiid of selling yourself as the instrument of dent hsa been productive of beneficial results for 
wrong dntng and crime, tor patrician gold. That Alexis Olixer. He hae been made to feel the 
your iiand is tinr. stained viitli inuider’s blood, must degradation of tho position in which he was living 
rather be attributed to accidental evuumstanees with you; he is ‘ reconciled to his fhmilyj and 
than to a positive absence of a moiit criminal opportunities will be afforded him of pursuing an 
readiness on your part : fur on the night when you honourable career. Tou must not therefore hope 
drove your bargain with him who HKen boro the that the oljeot of your infatuation will be restored 
title of Duko of Marchmont, every syllab1o*that to you and now once again do I expreaa the 
passed between you was hoard by Bertram Vivian ; hope that your own^conduet will experience an 
ond it was fit's appearance at the casement behind alteration for iba better.* 
tho chair in which yoti were seated, that, produced Mrs. Oxunden Ustened with a subdued e Alon- 
so treroendoua an effect upon that criminal. To neae to the speech which thus flowed from Queen 
you, however, Mr. Stanhope, I need say no more— Indora*i lips ; and perhaps she would ha^p given 
unless it be to repeat my earnest hope that all tome insolent reply it the had darisA 'But she 
you have this night witneasod may have its salu- was in awe of that illustrioas lady who exer- 
tary influenoo upon you. Prom these things learh dsed the power as well as manifested the ioolina- 
that though wickedness may prosper for u time, tioo to reward or to pnnisbt though as for poni- 
yet that m the end this pros()erity is certain to tenoe, Mrs. Oxenden pMiested not a heart that 
turn into the bitterest adversity.’* Was enscepcible of the influeneoe which might lead 

Tho Queen paused for a few moments— while to suob contrition. 

Wilson Stanhope, hanging down his head, seemed ** As for you, man of many crimes,*' proceeded 
to experience all tho effect which her impressive Indora, now eddreseing hereelf to the Barker, “it 
words were intended to convey. were an'ontrega ageytet society to leave you with- 

“ Avay Sutton,’* resumed the Queen, now ad- out chastisement. If you were handed over to 
dressing this young woman in a kind and com* the grasp of your country's law,^our life would 
pAssionating tone, ** you have been rendered tho be forfeited, and you would expiate od the scaffold 
viciim of a villain, and if youiesoul has cherishod fhe numerous iniquities of whiob you have been 
• a poignant feeling of vengeance against him it is guilty. In lUy esiirnatiun, however, the puuish- 
impussible to blame you. Tou have now witnessed inent of death is odious ; and I hold the opinion 
his downfall; and that feeling must be thereby that the great oriraiiial should be treated as a 
appoaxed. In this nalivo land ot yoqr’s it is ferocious boast, to be confined within bars that ho 
scMKvl} jirobuble that you could hencrfortU expo- may not follow tbe bent of his brutal bioodiliirsty 
ru'iico hHpi)iij«?HS. In a sliort time 1 ehaili return histinct& It is my purpose to transport you with 
•to luy owuV'uuntry ; and I propose that you should the leas|poBsible delay to rny own native country ; 
follow me thither. I offer you about my owu per- and tbero you will be confined in h fortress tor the 
BOD a situation of confidonoo and emolument ; and 1 remainder of your life. In ]>ronouuoing this 
yoor welfare shall bo in my charge. Your sister punishment, I must remind you that you have to 
may accompany you if you desire it, and if you congratulate yourself on cttcapiag that doom 
think that by removing bar from the scene of those which would be yours if you wero to be subjeoted 
temptations whieh have proved fatal to hef honour, to the ordeal of British justice.'* 
she will bo led to repentance and to a better course The Barker made no reply t but his feiwoioas 
of life. To my person, however, she cannot be oountenance expressed toe utmost satufaction ic 
acittohed : but when 1 reach the capital city of toy the intelligence that ho was to be dealt with in a 
own kingdom, I will place her in somo position manner that would leave him in poesessiou of 
that may afford her tbe opportunity of eating tbe life. ^ 

bread of honest industry. The fry I and erring ** You, vile woman," preoceded Queen Indora, 
Marion was yesterday removed from tbe house in now addressing hofself to Madame Angeiique, 
which she has been dwelling in dishonour ; and ibe “have committed orimee which cannot be left un- 
is now the occupant of a humbler home, where punished. If not a murderess, in faot, you have 
you may j(in her until the period for ray defiarture been so in heart t for deliberately imd in ooM Mood 
to my own native olime shall arrive.’* •did you instigate ibe unfortunate Sogoonali to 

Amy Sutton threw herself at the feet of Qaetu make ettemplB upon my lifo. You have amaseod 
Indora, trhose hand she preibed in gratitude to her a fortune by a oareer of infamy j and you ahall 
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nor bt in the tojoymenl of ife. To-ioorrow^ |«iid Ohriftiiui Aahton were Ihe offeprinip or (he 
before jou m restored to freedom, must you be* duosl boose of 'Hsrebmont, On them, therefore^ 
queatb .nine-tenths of your ill gotten riohes to the yonr long*insinteined silenoe in respeot to the reel 
ebsritsble institutions of the British metropolis; murderer’s orime bss wrought no injury. It is the 
end on this condition only shell you be libereted. pardon of Bertram Vifian which you hare to ask; 
If you refuse, the law shall take ooghiaanoe of and that forgireness will be accorded. The results 
your crimes— the penalty of. whieh wiU be trans- of my plana hare been such that a complete ezpo- 
portation to a distant setUemend** sure of all the details of the past will be aroided | 

Hadame Angelique began to we^ moan, and andyourname need not bementioned in a manner 
lament : but Queen Ijpdora remained unmor^ by to make your amiable daughter ijlush for it She 
the rile woman’s grief. t need nerer knoi^ that you hare for years been 

"You, Mr. Stanhope— and yon, Mrs.Oxenden," cognisant of the great guilt of him who bas this 
resumed her Majesty, "haee suflicieat reasons to night been led to confess ererything. And if so 
maintain a profound secrecy in respejt to the much care bas been taken in respect to your repu- 
transactions of this night. As Ibr that man there *’ tation, it is not for yonr own sake— but it is for 
—thus alluding to the Burker— "care will be the sake of your amiable Zoe, whom Christina 
taken that he shall bare no opportunity of reresl* lores so well t To.morrow you will be restored to 
ing in this country whatsoerer he may hare seen freedom ; and may the rest of your life be passed 
or beard within these walls. I know," continued in a manner to be contemplated with satisfaction. 
Indora, now again fixing her eyes on Madame An* You go forth into the world again as a man freed 
gelique, " that in passing sentence upon I firom debt— I may say as a rich man. Your 
hare usurped an authority deri?ed only f^pm the daughter’s fortune, wMoh you had squandered, is 
law of morality and not from the law of ^Shis replaced i you will not bare to blUih nor lament 
country’s codct but you will not dare to pro* when you agpin meet her. It will be your own 
claim to the world this incident of the night’s fault if you do not henceforth lire in comfort and 
transactiona. And with regard to all the rest^ prosperity; and should you by renewed specula- 
you^will for your own a«ke obserre a simtlar tions reduce yourself to distress^ you musi not hope 
secrecy i for remember that though you may cease that a helping hand will agatn be stretched out to 
to be my prisoner, you will not cease to be save you." • 


amenable to the law for your past crimes!'’ 


Armytage fell at the Queen’s feet, pouring forth 


Hating thus spoken. Queen Indora descended his gratitude for her kindness, and tehemently pro* 
from the throne^ and issued from the apartment, testing that his experiences of speculation had 
Immediately afterwards Burtis, accompanied by been far too bitter not to afford a lesson that he 
seteral domestics of the household, entered that would neter forget. 

room. The two Hindoo ghards conducted the Indora issued from that room | and on the land- 
Barker to a aobtetraneaa place, in which he bid ing she mat Mr. Coleman, the solicitor, who was 
been confined ever einee ho became a oapti?e at Jus^ descending the staircase leading to the floor 
Oaklaods: the domestics led off Mrs. Oxenden, abotce He held in his band a folded document; 
Madame Angelique^ #ad WUson Stanhope to the and presenting it to the Queen, he said, " Madam, 
chambers which thqy reqtef^^^^lj occupied: but t bare the pleasure of placing in your han4s this 
BO such survHlkmcr was ncecssarj in regard to complete confession of the dying criminal." 

Amy Sutton. . Indora took the paper ; and opening it, she 

The Quebn, on Imring the tribunal^ proceeded glanced at the signature, which was tremulously 
to that room where the usurper Duke of MaroS written. The nacres of Mr. Coleman, a physician, 
mont had been confronted with Trdrers— or Army- and of Furris, (he steward, were appended as (hose 
tage, as we had better continue to call him, inas* of the witnesses. That document was the proof of 
much as he preserred his assumed denomination. Bertram Virian’s innocence. The Queen’s aim 
On the entrance of Indora, Army tage cose from his was noar accomplished : the hope which had long 
•eat, and made a profound obeisance. inspired her was fulfilled a the object for which she 

"Srery promise which has been bdd out to had tolled, was achiered I The atigma was re- 
yon," said her Majesty, " shall be faithf^Uy kept, i^bved from the name of him whom fjhe had so 
The wMtohed criminal whose gold sucoe^ed in long and so derptedly bred 1 She had been sue- 
bribing yon to silence in respect to his guilt, has tained by a wondrous courage throughout all the 
confessed bis enormous crime. But you hare now manifbld proceedings which bad been leading to 
to learn that there was lawful issue from the mar- (bis result : but now that it was accomplished a 
riage of the late Duke and Bochess ; and (hat sudden reaction took place within her— thejoy of 
amiable brother and sister whom you hare eo often success vras almost more than she could endure— 
seen at yonr daughter’s houses ace the twin she staggered agairat the wall for support— she 


spring of that marriage." 


felt as if she were about to faint. Mr. Ooleman 


nothing could exceed ' the sastonishment of hastened to procure a glass of water ; and when 
Armytage on bearing this intelligence ; and when the Queen bad jmtaken of the refreshing befcrags^ 
the first sense of wenderment was passed, be she was rerirea. 

clasped bb hmide, ddaiming, "Oh I how will they She entered an adjacent apartmant^ attended by 
•fei^fiSMifS BM for haring kept a secret the rere* Mr. Oolema& ; and she said to hlm^ "Is it, then, 
UlM of sriueh might long ago hare giren them as wa oonjoetaradf— has the shook been too 
tl^aMlar mneb— " 

naterufed the Qoeeat " that feielatioo "It ie ra, your Mijesty," anawerqd the solieU 
|pmdd''meie^ bare piorad (ba usurping Dnkals tor.^ "Tha physician daclaiea that wa nnhappy 
gnSt and tba Innooaiice of Bertram Tiriaa. But man cannot lurrira many boon." 

'Set nntll racy lately wee it known that Christian "And bis wife— tha •nfiartanate Xnriaia— efi«i 
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who MU BO longtr be ^ken of m the BaebeM of 
Marohmont F"— end toara of oonpamon triekled 
down Indora'a ofaeeke aa ahe^gaee utteranoe to 
theae worda. * 

"The unfortunate lady of whom jour Majeatj 
apMka/' rejoined Mr. Coleman, "ia kneelioc by 
the bed-aide of her huaband. The Tillage clergy- 
man baa Juat arrired; and the periahiiif ainner ia 
joininii: with him in prayer—" 

“But lATinil?** aaid the Queen, in aeeenta of 
moat mournful inquiry. • 

*'That lady who ia ao deeply to be pitied/' te- 
aponded Coleman, " aeema aa if ahe likewiae had 
reoeiTad her death-blow. , She ia oferwhelmed 
with grief and horror. She looka aa if ahe were 
in a dream^in a kind of balf-atnpor whioh numba 
the intenaity of her afllietion. She ean aearoely 
believe that all ahe haa heard ia true. Wac it not 
a diatreaaing aeene, madam, When your Majeaty 
broke to the unhappy lady the terrific intelli- 
gence?" 

** It waa a aeene/* anawered Indore; ahuddering 
at the bare feoolleotion, " whioh I nhver, neger 
can forget,— a adene w&ich will often hereafter 
httunt me ; for the wild ahriek whifih rang^orth 
from Lavinia'a lipa ia atill aounding in my eara. 
Oh, yea— it waa a frightful aeene I And yet I waa 
in a meaaure prepar^ for its for I had previoualy 
granted the unhappy^lady an interview, before tiie 
proceedinga in the tribunal oommenced. And in 
that interview 1 bad endeavoured to prepare 
Lavinia'a mind aa much aa poaaible for aomething 
dreadful. But, Oh ! when I Bought her a aeeond 
time, and began breaking the frightful intelligenoe 
aa delicately aa I oould— >Ob ! Mr. Coleman, the 
apectaole of anguiah that I witneaaed cannot poa- 
aibly be deaoribed 1 Ah I it ia terribik to refleot 
that in performing an act of juatice— in proclaim- 
ing wrong and m^ing right come upparmoat— the 
eonaequenoea ahould redound with auoh appalling 
, power upon the head of an innocent peraon !'* 

The Queen wiped away the tearafirom her eyea; 
and after a bnef pauae, Mr. Ooleman inquired, 
"Where are that brother and aiaterP— where are 
tboHe whom we must now call the Duke of March- 

* moot and Lady Chriaiina Vivian ?'* 

" 1 left them alone together after that dreadful 
aeene when their wretched relative fell at their 
feet and oonfeaaed hia atupendoua guilt.* He waa 
removed to the chamber up-ataira ; and thyn I aaid 
enough to^ my young frienda to make them Mm- 

* prebend how it waa thai they belonged to the 
ducal houae of Marchmont, lufd that Ohrutian 
waa now the bearer of the proud title. Yea— I left 
that young brother and aiater nlone together, that 
they might weep for joy and for grief in each 
other*! arma,— 1^ joy at thia wondroua phange in 
their ciroumatanoea^ and for jrief aa they thought 
of their pariahed parente. twill qow aeek them ; 
and before 1 retire to reet, I will likewiae aee that 
unhappy lady the idea of whoae grief filla my own 
heart with woe.'* 

" And I, with your Majeaty'a permMon, will at 
onee repair to London,** aaid Mr. ColMoan,** to com- 
municate the reaulta of thia nigbt'a proceeding! to 
him who ia so deeply iotereated in them.** 

" But not untii hia unhappy brother ahall have 
btMthed fie laeV* njoined jthe Queen , " muit you 
proelaim to the world how g uUt hat bean made 
maaifaal and how innoeenea.ia viadlmlad.'* 


Mr. Coleman bowed in eeknowledgment of In- 
dora'a command; and ha then took a reapeetfnl 
leave of the Qaeen, who forthwith proceeded to 
the apartment whero the had left Cbriatian and 
Chriatina naarly an boor baok. 


OEAI^ OXLVIL I 

BIATa. 

• 

It were leareely poaaible to eonvey an jidea of the 
feehoge experienead by tha twine on oontem- 
plating idbeir anddenly altered poeitioo. That 
Chriatian ihould ba tha bearer of a duoal title— 
that Ohrietina ehould now have a patneian prefix 
to her naqie^were feete which they could eoaroely 
eomprehend. They who hid bdieved thcmeclvce to 
belong to a fami^ in the ndddle-elaee of life^ bad now 
been told that they bore one of the loftiest namee 
I in the Britieh FOeragm Moreoverb they who not 
a very long while bal^ bad known the pinching 
need of penury, and had moietened poverty*! oruat 
with th^ teara, were to be now surrounded by . 
almoct boundleae wealth and to be^in the poesae- I 
aion of immenee meene of doing good. 

Am yet they were unacquainced with aj) the I 
minute details wMob to intimetely eoneerned tha I 
mystery of their births but Queen Indora had | 
told them tufiloient to make them aware that they ; 
were the children of that Duke of Marohmont of | 
whole murder they had reed and heard, and at i 
whioh they had ehuddered,— the children of that ' 
Dneheas Slixa for whoae Borrows they bad wept ; 
though at the aapie time believing her to have | 
been the guilty paramour of Bertmm Vivian. But ' 
now they knew that tbair mother waa innocent— I 
that neither previoue to her departure from Oak- 
landi^ nor aubeaquent to it, had abci deviated from 
ibe path of raotitudee-and that thongb ahe and Ber- 
tram had loved fondly and deVotedly, yet that this 
love of theirs had not betrayed .them into error. 
^Christian and Chriatina ooold theranfre look with- 
out ahaine upn the memory of their unhappy 
mother: but not the leaa painful were the tears 
which they abed when refleoting how muoh that 
poor mother must have suffered ere she sank into 
her namelfoa grave in an obscure village ehuroh- 
vard ia a distant county 1 And the twins wept 
^infulll too aa they thought of their unhappy 
lire, ^io when wandering forth in hia despair, 
and in the aiienoe of night, bad met his death 
from the hand of an aaaaasio. Theae were painful 
retroepectiona truly; and mingling with the con- 
aeiouanm of rank and wealth and brilliant posi- 
tion, they taught the twins the world's invaflable 
leason— that there ia no perfeet beppinem upon 
earth, and that however high the chiJioe aaay be 
filled with honey, there ie le be at least cbb drop 
of gall mingled %ith ifo oontente. 

And now too Christian and Christina were en« 
abled to regard aa a^ relation that noble.mliided 
man whom, aa Mr. ifeddUfo, they bed known ac 
a friend end a benefootpr i and Ob t how they le- 
joioed that birittaoeenM had been made manafoac* 

But here again waa tha gall mingling with tha 
honayifor&onthaoBchandthaalartiiagyiTe- 
latioiia of thia Bight hgdianderadthamawafc that ; 
thay hdd a xalative of whom" they could be proud. 


•« 


e 


318 


Tllfl MTSITRIia 09 THB COURT. 


at tbo Mtnt time thay learnt that tliej had an* ' Queen ooramuniaated to them the happy Intelli* 
other of whose Crimea they could only think with genco that Mr. Coleman had set off td Hindoo to 
blended •distress and horror. Yes-- bitterness was report the issue of* all these proceedings at Oak- 
mingled with the sweetness of the twins* refloo* lands to him whom they so nearly concerned ; so 
tions : but still there was happiness for them, — that our hero aud heroine know that not many 
happiness fur i hst beautifully handsome young hours would elapse ere Bertram Vivian would bo 
man who now boro a ducal tCiile-- happiness for relieved from dl suspense, and would have tbo 
that maiden of transeonding loveliness whose name joyous consciousness that hty innocence would be 
a patrician dignity graced 1 And at one time this triumphantly made apparent to thoi whole world, 
young man bad servod in a bumble capaoity the ‘ The discourse of Queen Indurn and the twins 
very kinsman a ho bore that usiA’ped title,— the was interrupted by the entrance of Purvis, the 
very kiosruan who enjoyed the wealth that was faithful old steward, who oame as the bearer of a 
now to be all Christian’s own ! But, Ah t if there spoeial request to him whom he now for the first 
were one reason moro than another for wbieh our , time saluted ns Duke of Mnrchmnnt. ^ 
young hero rejoiced in the wondrous change that ^ My lord,” he said, in n voice treraiilnus with 
had taken place in hii oircumatanoes, it wai that * emotion, '’permit an old man who likeil and loved 
liM could placo the coronet of h Buebesa upon the < you when little dreaming who you really were, to 
brow of that charming laabella who had loved so ' offer his felicitations on your attainraont of your 
iaitbfttlly, ae devotedly, so uneelfitbly. 'just rights. And in you, lady,” eontiuued Purvis, 

The twins embraced each other over and over , turning towards Christina, *’ 1 recognise a roseiii- 
ogain when they were left alone together by Queen j blance to your poor mother.” 

ludora: they mingled their tears as they spdko of yh. steward, the Queen, and tlio twins were all I 
their perished parents- and they smiled upon edbh | much affected ; and the two latter grasped the old 
other in mutual oongratulations for the bounties | man by the hand. 

which all in a moment soomed to b« showering upon " 1 oome,” said Purvis, after a pause, during 
their heads Then they exchanged solemn looks; and which ho to a certain extent regained his self, 
tb^ phuddered simultaneously, ond Christian drew | possession, ” with a message from that dying 
hia sister closer to him, as they siR)ke in half-huahed ! man—” ** 

and awe-inapired whispera of the wretched man | ” If ha wish to see roe,” said Christian, *' I will 

whom they had ere now seen kneeling, crushed go to him! If he be penitent— truly and sincerely 
and overwhelmed, at their feats but again they penitent— 1 will not refuse him my forgiveness, 
smiled as they exultingly oxolaimed, ’’Thank although he took my father’s lifq!” 
heaven, hit innoc^mce is made manifest !” | ” And your ladysliij;,” said tho old steward, I 

And though neither at the moment mentioned , again addressing himself to Christina—” will you I 
the name» yet in the sympathy and uniaon of their | acoompany my lord your brother F— for tho dying ' 
hearts did they mutually comprehend to whom the ! man implores the pardon of you both 1”^ 
alliiaion poiut^— that benefactor whom they had | ” Yes— 1 will go,” replied our generous-hearted 

known aa Mr. BfCdcUfib, and whom they had aub- ^ heroine. 

•equently learnt to be Lord Clandon or Bertram ' Queen Indora glanced approvingly on tho twins ; | 

Vivian, and who was now tbq inmate of a felon’s , and they issued from the room, followed by Purvis. , 
gaol— but a gaol firom which be would shortly be They ascended the staircase : they paused for a 
released ! Aud ^ Oh 1 what a deep debt of grati* moment at tho door of the chamber in whioh lay j 
tudo did the 'twins feel that they owed to that tbo dying nobleman; and in the Byropathetie unison 
high-minded, noble-hearted Queen who had toiled*; of their jiearta they'dxchaoged looks w hich wero ns 
on so laboriously, so persoveringly, anti so arduously, ' much af to imply that they both felt the necessity • ! 
to bring all matters to that crisis which should at | of conquering all repugnances as much as possible, 
tho tame instant afford the opportunity for proving in order that they might smooth the pillow of tho < 
Bertram Vivian’s innocence, and for proqlaiming dying peT\itent. I 


that they themselves wero scions of tbo ducal 
house of Marohmont. But on the other b£nd how* 
immense was the compassion which Chrislian and 
Christina experienced for the uufurtunato Lavinia ! 
—that lady whom they knew to be so innocent 
and io amiable, and who bad proved a ministering 
angel to the bueband at whose bands she had aua- 
tained so muoh wrong in so many different wayel 
The twins bad been left alone together for nearly 
an hour ere Queen Indora returned to them as 
morning was advanoiqg. But during that hour 
how muoh had they to think nf— bow muoh to talk 
of— what sabjocta of wonder and horror Co con- 
template— what oontraste to draw between the past 
and the preeent— what /ears of aweoiness and sad* : 
ness tp sM in alternato showers 1 
An4',navthe Quean came back to them; and 
Chrisj^qn ilurew heraelf into the arini of that 
Bovecalgq' ^y who bad naver treated her as an 
inferi^ib tin* always as a friend i and Obristisibi 
taking hw Majesty’s band, pressed it to hia Ups. ' 
'Xtwy sat down to converse together; and thoj 


Purvis gently opened the door; and tlie twins 
I entered.'* By tho couch knelt Lavinia. her faeo 
* resting upon her hands ;^and by her side knelt the • 
I village clergymaa Tbe physician was alanding 
I closo by the head of the bed, with a solemn es- 
> pression of countenance : for though accustomed 
^ to look upon death-scenes, yet this one was at- 
tended with circumstances extraordinarily cilou- 
lated to Ariko the heart with awe. But the dying 
nobleman himaelf — v-Oh! what pen can describe 
tho gbastlinesa of his countenance — the utter 
misery of bis looks P His hair which had only re- 
cently begun to turn grey, had actually grown 
many ahades whiter during the last few hours. 
Instead of having the appearance of a man in tho 
prime of life, looked as if at least sixty winteis 
had pas^d over his head. 

Lavinia and the elergyman, npon bearing tho 
door gently close, quitted their kneeling postures; 
and tears gushed forth from the eyes of both 
Ohriiiian and Ohristlna on oatehing the first 
glimpse of the countenanee of her who had so 
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loof borne the title of Dachem of Marchmont. 
All Tital tint leeined to hare fled froA that ooun* 
tenanoei eren the Tery lipi were of marble pale- 
neif. Its eipremion was ao ha}fard, so care-worn, 
•o woe*begone, that eron if she herself had been 
erimioal it would bare excited pity : but innocent 
in every respect as they knew her to be, it filled 
tbeir hearts with anguish to look upon the face of 
that afflioted lady, ^he clergyman— a venerable 
man— bowed tea the twins with the profoundest 
respect, and contemplated them with a mournful 
interest t for he bad known their parents— and ho 
was indebted to their father for the incumbency 
which he held. The physician likewise saluted the 
young puke of Marchmu*nt and Lady Christina 
Vivian : but the dying nobleman oovorod liia face 
with his thin wan hands, and groaned audibly. 

Lavinia tried to speak— but she could not: her 
voice was choked with the intensity of her feel- 
ings: yet her eyes eloquently proclaimed the 
gratitude she experienced for this visit of pardon 
which they paid to her perishing husband. As 
for that man himself— he also tried to^ive uttpr* 
ance to some words ; ahd he essayed likewise to 
raiso himself up in the couch : but^the po^ger of 
speech seemed to have gone from bis palsied 
throat, and that of motion from his tranced 
limbs. Another attempt on Lavinia's part to say 
something to the young pair, proved loolfeotual t 
for the first sounds 8t‘ the syllables that wavered 
on her lips, died away in a spasm of intensest 
agony which excruciated her whole frame. She 
burst into tears : and seizing the hand of eaoh of 
the twins, she pressed them by turns to her Ups. 
Christina throw her arms round Lavinia'sncck and 
wept passionately upon her bosom : while Chris- 
tian tremulously murmured, “We are hero to 
assure your husband of forgiveness !'* 

Oil, this is more than I could bare expected T* 
moaned the dying nobleman, now finding uttcr- 
anoo a few broken scoteuces. “ I who have 
• been si^ wicked— so deeply atuiiied with guilt —1 
who deprived your father of hiS life— Oh, Chris* 
liun !< Christina 1— it is more than 1 ou<:iit to 
have lijpedl— But, tuy God 1 dven now that you 
• are here, I cannot look you in Che face !" 

And again did tiie wretched man cover bis 
countenance with hia bands. 

“ If your ponitence be dnoero — as I trust end 
hopo and believe it is,” said Christian, m a soft 
voice, “roceiie the assurance of my pardon — and 
/hat of sister!*' 

*' Can you forgive me P is it possible that you 
can forgive mo P" asked the dying man. “Oli, 
what hearts do you both possess! It must be a 
paradise to have such hearts as yours : but mine 
cannot underaland them I Yus, Christian— my 
penitence is sincere. O God 1 with such remorse 
us this, bow can there be dthorwiia than con- 
trition ? My confession is made : you are Puke 
of Marchmont. 1 need not osk that you and 
your amiable sister will be kind to my poor 
wife " 

“Think not of me, Hqgh!'* gnsppd forth the 
afflicted Lavinia. “ £ shall not long survive you. 

1 feel it Asr#/*'— and with an expression of inef- 
fable anguish on her countenance, she pressed her 
hand upon her heart. 

“Christian, you have forgiven me," oontinaed 
the dying nobleman, in a hoUow voice ; and at the 


same time hia equally hollow eyes were turned 
towards our hero ; “ and such generdlity on yotir 
part will experience its reward. The same with 
Christina. Ob, if I dared blesti you— ^But np^ 
no 1 blessings firom my lips——’* 

“Bsmember,” said Obrisliap, “thgt a Bedeemer 
died to savb us from the oonsequences of our sins } 
and for our blessed* Saviour’s sake the rnsrejof 
GodisiUimitabler 

“ Oh, these are words of solace^ eomiog from 
yowr lips!" murmuted tbd dyidfT nani and he 
made a movemdbt as If he would we the hand of 
our young hero. 

“ It is a sign of forgiveness wh|eh frem mj 
heart laaffurd you 1" said OhriMhli t and he at 
once gave his hand to the perishid^'penitent. 

At the same moipent a change came' suddenly 
and vitibl/over the countenance of the latter i its 
paleness grew ourpse*like «ffa‘e eyes appesred to 
sink desper into their sockets— soma words to 
which he could not give audible utterance, wavcired 
upon his lips: then came a low moan* followed bj 
a gasp— and next by a strong spasm, which seemed 
to thrill paipfully through the penitent’s form— 
and then all was over 1 * 

There was a profound and solemn silence for the 
space of several moments ; ^t Lavinia appeared 
uncertain relative to thd supreme fiaot. She gaaed 
with a dismay— half wild, half awe-felt— upon the 
eountenaooe of her husband : then sbe swept her 
looks around upon those who stood with' her by the 
side of the couch ; and she read in their faces the 
truth to which she had striven to close her convic- 
tions. A piercing cry burst from bur lips ; and 
whether she fell forward or threw herself upon the 
corpse, was not apparent s but there sbe lay, mo- 
tionless as be upon whose form her head rested. 
Fur several instants those who beheld the unfor- 
tunate Lavinia, fancied that sbo was abaodoniog 
horsulf to a profound and absorbing woe which bad 
supervened on that sfJden access of wild despairs 
but as she moved not, and as not so much as even 
a sub or a sigh was wilfted to theirwdsy, they grew 
j|| iruiod. They raised her : there was a small pool 
of blood on tb^couDtorpaDO at the spot where her 
rouurh had rested; and the physician pronounced 
her to bo a corpse. 

Dieply, ^oply affected wore the twins^ as they 
suiffred f hemselves to bo led forth from that cham- 
ber of clfth. Tuey rejoined the Queen, to whom 
tney connDunicated tho details of the sad scene 
they bd(| witnessed ; and Indora mournfully re- 
marked that it were better forLanioia to have died 
thus, than to have lived to deplore a husband who 
was unwbrtby of her lamentation. Her Majesty 
and tho twins retired to tbeir respective chambers 
to rest for a few hours t but sleep closed not 
eyes of either of them. 

The man who had so long borne the title of tbi 
Puke of Marchmont, yvas n^w no more: be had 
passed beyoud tblit sphere in whioh bis crimsa 
would have rendered him amenable to human 
laws— he had gone to thatsother world; in which 
ho was to i^pear in tjio pretence of a more dread 
tribunal. ^But erife, who bad l^een an angal on 
earth, bad gope at the iame time to be an angal Dn I 
heaven ; and it woa a touching reflootiom made 9y j 
the twiaa to each otbe^ that the haplpsi Laiiaia 
l&d taken that atefnal night at so^ a moment to I 
intercede at the footstool of eternal grace for tho 
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! man to whoKO, noiwitbttondinff all his orimasy her | peifeotly well that generous though his uncle 
heart was derotod. It was now rommunioatod to- the Duke was, he would not disburse the largo 
all the domestics and to the surrouuding tenantry sum that was required to dear him of his liabili- 
that our young hero was Duke of M arehmont. He ties. Besides^ hie constantly trembled lest bis 
leeeired their respectful homage with a beooming ereditors should expose the state of his affairs to 
modesty s and he gere orders that the funeral ef the Dttke,-*who^ being a man imbued with the 
the deceased husband and ^ife should be con- highest sense of honour in peouniory matters, was 
ducted with all possible priracy. They wore in- quite capable of discarding him ^together and 
terred in the family vault of the tillage church ; withdrawing his countenance from him. The 
and thus terininated the career of a man whose Duke’s marriage had been deeply 'galling to Lord 
life was full of misdeeds, and of adady whose soul Clandon; and the youth of the Duchess seemed to 
was spotless. promise that it might not be unproduotirev of 

Wilson Stanhope, Mrs. Oxenden, and Armytage issue. Thus if an heir were born to the title and 
were released from their captivity, aeemding to estates of Marchmont, farewell to the last hope of 
the Queen’s promise; and they all three had their Lord Clandon, who would be doomed to lemain a 
own good reasons for maintaining a profound poor Peer, with an income of scarcely a couple of 
silence in respect to the transactione iniwhioh they thousand a-year, and with debts to ten times that 
had played a part at Oaklands. Madame An- amount. 

geliqus executed a deed, which Mr. Coleman drew Hu lordship wiu therefore inspired with evil 
up, transferring the bulk of her property to certain thoughts by the narrative he had received from 
charitable institutions in the metropolis ; and she Mrs. Bailey^p lips. At that time, however, he en- 
was then suffered to take her departure frogi Oak- tertained qot the slightest idea of assassinating his 
lands, bitterly repenting that she had ever mined u^le i all he aimed at wps so to direct his maohi- 
herself up in the affairs of the late owner of that nations t^t ^e Duke should at once divorce him- 
mansion. The Barker was conveyed away semtly, self from the Duchess and thereby deprive himself 
and under circumstances ofpll possible precaution, of the hope of having legitimate progeny from his 
by two Hindoos; and in a deep disguise, as marriage. It was of the highest importance for 
well as under a feigned namer he was placed on Clandon to achieve this object : for the success of 
board a ship bound for the East Indies. The the measure would leave him still heir-presumptive 
embalmed oorpse of Sagoonah wae interred in the to the title and estate! of Marchmont ; and so 
churchyard of the village of Oaklands. long as he had these prospects before him, he could 

We have purposely avoided entering as yet into raim money and satisfy hts creditors, 
any details oaloulated to dear up the mysteries Hs therefore lost no time in putting hie evil 
attending the fate of the Duchese Elisa after her projects in a train of operation. Ha threw him* 
flight from Oakland!^ as well as the birth of her self in the way of the Duke, and insinuated him- 
twiii ohildren ; beoause we shall presently have to self into his Grace’s confidence. Thoroughly 
describe the whole of the evidence ivhioh wae versed in all the arts of hypocrisy, he affect'd a 
given before a Committee of Privileges appointed mild, submissive, and deferentisl manner while 
by the House of Lords to investigate the claim of proffering hie insidious advice; and at the same 
Christian to the MarehmonkPMrage. But before time he ^ayed his part so well that he seemed to 
commencing those important explanations^ wc will be as muoh swayed by affection towards his ^ 
lay before the .reader the aubatance of the confee- brother aa by a ^espeotful esteem for the Duchess, 
sion made*fcjths deoeased nobleman, in the pre- and by love, gratitude, and veneration for h» 
fence of Mr. Coleman, Purvis^ and the physmfi, uncle. The Dukewli8tena.d to him with a thankful 
and which the aolioitor duly committed to paper, eonfidenoe; while Clandon affected to believe that 
In doing this, we shall have to make repeated the oonduot of Elisa and 'Bertram towards each* 
references to the opening ohaptore of our narra- other arose from an excess of prudence on the 
tive; and it would therefore be aewwell if the part of the former, and an extreme eeneitiveness 
reader would here OMt a glance o^er those on that of the latter. He proceeded to recommend 
earliest portions of the story which runted the that the Duke should throw Bertram and Elisa 
loves of Bertram and Elisa. t« nSore together— and that he abouid gffurd them 

Soon after the marriage of the Duka oV March- opportunities o( cultivating a friendly intimacy? 
mont'and Misa Lacey, they went abroad on a oon- The bait took : the Duke followed his villunous 
tinentol tour, which lasted for several months ; and nephew’s iosidiocs advice; and the reaults were at 
they then returned to Oeklandi^ in the autumn of Clandon had foreseen. 

the year 1829. There they wer^oined by Lord He oontmuonaly watched the proceedings of 

Clandon and Bertram Yivian. Thesingiilar be- Bertram and Elisa: he aaw how their manner 
^vionr of Elisa and Bertram to each other, changed towards eaoh other, and that all their 
mystified Lord C^don, who was perfeotly love was re’ViYing*in their hearts. Then it was 
ignorant of the lovds of his brother and Elisa that he penned an anonymous letter, in a 
when they were at Oxfprd— affindeed the Duke feigned hand, addressed to the Dnk^ and the j 
himself likewise was. Lord Clandon fancied contents of which were to the effect that ; 
j that Mrs. Bailey, as a relation of the youthful , Bertram was dishonouring him. The Duke 
I I^<^ess, might possioly be in her Grace’s eon- watohed the moyements of his young wife and 
1 fidenosu end therefore be enabled' to throw Bertram ; land he behold that embrace in 
some bgbt on the matter which thus bewil- which the latter passionately and impetuously , 
hito. He Buooeeded. as the reader will folded the Duchess. The reader will reoolleot i 
worming out of Mrs. Bailey the en- the scene which ensued. Bertram fled to 
t&h nmatiye of the past. Deyilish ideas were the yillaM inn, haying preyionsly «enoountered 
thetoby engendered in Lord Clandon’s brain. He his brewer Lord Clandon. to whom he im- 
waastqepedto*theyerylipBmdebt;andheknew parted what had ooouxiedi and the inani- 
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mate form of the Duchess was borne into tho 
mansion. The Duko ordered Mrs. Bailnj's car* 
riage* to be immediafolj got in readiness to 
take the Duchess away. Lord Clandon inwardly 
ehuckled at tho success which was thus atteadieg 
his schemes i but ho affected the utmost sympathy 
with his uncle, and eren upoke as if he were in- 
clined to plead for his brother. The Ducbais sent 
a letter by one of her maids to Mrs. Bailoy, with a 
request that she w<Mld present it to the Duke, for 
whom it was intended. Lord Clhndon volunteered 
to perform this office ; and ho entered the apart- 
ment in which the Duke had shut hifnsolf. life 
dared not conceal the fact that he hf I heen en- 
trusted with a letter, for fear it ahould eubse- 
quontly transpire by eome other means : but while 
appearing to study the language of odheiliation, he 
in reality so framed his speech that it tended to 
aggravate and embitter hia uncle more than ever, 
if possible, against tho Doohess. He thus accom- 
plished the result at which he aimed i fOf t^iC^Duko 
positively refused to open hit wife*c Ictt^. how- 
ever, on issuing forth from the Duke's presence, 
Clandon assnred the maid that the Duke had read 
the letter, but that his resolve was not to be 
ebaken. The Duebese eocing tual her last hope 
wot gone, then left the house. 

In the meanwhile Bertram* from the viHage ipn 
had despatched a letter to the Puke ; and whan 
Lord Clandon joined him at thgl tavern, Bertram 
informed him of the oiroumstanee- The Duko re- 
ceived the letter, the oontenis ef which filled him 
with a bewildering uncartaint/. After all, Sliaa 
might be innocent 1 He sent for jTane, her Orace’a 
principal lady’e-maid; and ftom her lips be heard 
that the Dueheai hod oalled God to witness her 
inaoeenee, pNvioue to her depMture. Jane more- 
over infermod the Duke that im Groce’s writing- 
desk contained eevtalo doempents ta which she 
bad made alluaion in lbe<et|nr sent by the band 
of Lord Clandon. The Dokd flew to his wifo’s 
boudoir— opered the writing-dosk-^’and read all 
I . the letters* which gave blip a oomplete insight iqto 
the loves of Bertram and DHoa at Oxford. Then 
a veil fell from his eyes; and he oelieved that hie 
wife was innocent. rushed ferth Ikoin the 
boudoir, and enooimtwed Lord Clandon,* who bad 
just come back from tbc villsge aftei^iv interview 
with bis brother. Tfaare wee then a hoijfible cle^- 
ness in the mind of the Duke ; and thekonviction 
■mote him that Lord Clandon had beeiLjplaying a 
moat perfidious game. He bade Clandon follow him 
into tho drawing-room ; and there he at once ao- 
pused him in a manner which made Hugh imagine 
that his uncle had by some meane acquired a pool* 
live knowledge of bis tteachery. He was filled with 
confusion: Duke bi^ld his guilt depicted 

upon his countenance; gpd he abruptly quitted hie 
nephew in a way w|id|ih tC^Ui^ *11 bis disphssure. 

Lord Clandon gNj^ gcvrifisd Vn thus beholding 
n gulf suddenly opening at his cwn feet and threat- 
ening to swallow hipi up. All his sohomas ap- 
peared to be redound!^ with overwheitniDg vto- 
lence against himself. The Duke would take back 
lii^.i|dfb,'cnd would restore his oonAdenqe to Ber- 
tyiMi Buin and disgrace would remain as tho 
Mlioii for the guilty Clandon 1 Then it was that 
in fib* utter desperation of his soul the borrifile 
. Ihooght of astassinating bis undo flashed into his 
brain* It speedily settled and acquired ooniistenoy 


there t his purpose was finrd. But in order to play 
a part which should ovontually avert or disarm 
suMpicion, ho afToctod to bu deeply urixious that the 
Duchess should be found ; and ho offered a reward 
to any individual who should discover her retrea**- 
He went out 08 if to search for tho Duchess— but 
it was in reality to look for bis' uncle. Ho how- • 
ever failed in falling in with tho Duko ; and ho re- 
turned to Oaklands. Shortly afterwards his Grace 
reappeared : buULord Clandon took good care not 
to throw himself in his undo’s way. From bis 
valot Travers ho learnt that the Duke had gone out 
again. This was p(|Bt one in the morning; and 
Lord Clandon pretended that he shoukd retire to 
rest,— bidding Travers call him early that he might 
get on horsi'back and renew tho search after tho 
Duohess. When Travoi s bad retired. Lord Clandon 
Stole down fronr his chamber ; and provided with 
n pistol, and witli a dagger which he ha I taken 
from Bertram's room, ho sallied forth from the 
mansion. * His search on this occasion was not a 
^ong one*: fur ho met his uncle close by tho pond 
in the bye- lane. The Duko was indignant on ro- 
oognising Clandon ; and he turned away from him* 
The next moment the fatal blow was dealt : tho 
murderer's hand plunged tho dagger deep down 
between his uncle's shou},ders. With a savage 
howl the Duke's dog Pluto sprang at the assassin ; 
and Clandon instantaneously discharged his pistol. 
The faithful animal had caught the murderer by 
the skirt of his coat, and Clandon did not perceive 
that a piece had been torn off. The dog fell 
wounded ; and the murderer rushed away. Kegain- 
ing the uaniion, ho stole up to his own chamber 
—and tossed off bis clothes, still unsuspecting, in 
the horrible confusion of bis mind, that a fragment 
of his opat bad remained in the dug’s mouth. 
Gbod pfrer six o’clock the servants of the house- 
hold were again up; and on the portals being 
opened, the wounded Pluto dragged hiiniielf in. 
Lord Clandon, hearing the sounds of meny voices * 
down-etairs^ hastily rose from his bed, and dressed 
himself in a different suit from that which ho had 
worn at the tiinJ i>f the murder ; for he naturally 
•tudiod every circumstanoo to prove that he had 
actually bean in bed for tUo last few houri. On 
descending to the hall, he found the servants sur- 
roundiag the dog, from whose mouth the piece of 
cloth ^ad dropped. Travers was there at the timet 
bat on observing that fragment of elotb^ he was 
smitten with a suspioion— and he rusliod up to lAs 
matter's room.' There he found tho coat which 
Lord Clandon had thrown off ; and while he was 
jel axarAioing it, that nobleman himself entered 
the chamber. He saw that it would be impossible 
to conceal his guilt from his valet; and with a 
haggard, ghastly look, ho said, “ Travers, be silent 
—be secret— snA^ur fortune is made 1” 

Travore bowed^ silence : but by bis own looks 
he showed that bd .understood his master's mean- 
ing, and that he might be fully relied upon. The 
corpse of the Duke was found ; and by the devilish 
ingenuity of Lord Clandon, all circumstances were 
•0 well combined as to throw the whole weight of 
ih^ieion npon bio brother Bertram. 

From these explanations the reader can be at 
DO low to comprehend the details of fhe confession 
made by the murderer on his death-bed; and 
which wore duly taken down by Mr. Coleman in 
tho presence of Purvis and the physioian* 


TKB ICTflTKBm OF THX OOITBT. 


m 

ruled on behalf of -that nobleman. Qe, aa well 
CEAFTEB CXLVni. an Christian, was olad in mournini^) for inasfDuoh 

as his brother had died penitent, Bertram did nol 
LORD CLANPON. coDcoire that he ought to refuse that tribute to 

the memory of the deceased. 

tVw need hardly inform the reader that irnmenso The jury haring been sworn and the indictment 
i r^s the public excitement a hau it became re* read, there was a pauae^ to afford an opportunity 
ported abroad that Lord* ClandMi was innocent of fur the prosecuting counsel, if any, to rise and 
the murder of Lis ^ucle many years back— Unit he open tho ease. But there was none; and the 
who bad BO long borne the ducal title sineo that judge obaerred— glancing wlth^mpch kindness and 
tragic event, was the rentable assassin — > that sympathy towarduthe prisoner,*-**** It ie notoiioua 
having in a last iltocss made a full confession, he that in this case the nobleman who Mandi in tho 
had prematurely paid the del^ of nature— that Ins dock will in a few minutea mako bif innooenoo 
unhappy wife, ns inmieont as As was guilty, bad coinpletely^onifost ; and it ia therefbre a most 
perished through affliction at the same time— and unticcetsary binuiliation to keep him in a place 
that a youthful heir jiad been found for the title which orirainals only ehould oecupy.” 
of idarchmont. But it did not transpire by what This hint was immediately i^eioomed bj mnr- 
means those rerolations and these circumstnioes murs of approbation; and thd turnkey at once re- 
had been brought about : tho secret of Queen In- quested l^rd Clandon to issue from the dock and 
dora*s arrangomeuts in respect to tho tribunal, take a seat at the barriateti' table. Then aereral 
was faithfully kept by the old steward k^urris and noblemen and gentlemen, who had known him in 
the other domestics at Oaklanda who bad beci^ his younger days, crowded round, to choke him by 
nccosearily privy to those ihoasures. the band : aud aereral friends of a more reoonC 

Tho Queen and the twins returned to Lond^ : date likewise pressed forward for the same pur- 
Ciiristina remained with her Majcsty—bui Chris* pose. Amongst these Utter were Sir William 
tian, by the advice of Mr. Coleman, and likewise Stanley, his Son Captaii^ Stanley, and Sir Frederick 
at the earnest ri-eoniaigiidAtion of his cousin Lord Latham. Mr. Coleman was likewise there,— 'har- 
Clandun, proceeded to ^ake up his abodo at March- lug in his powessien the important doouoAnt 
munt House in Belgravo Square. There, at a which bod recently been drawn up at Oaklanda^ 
mansion in which he bad formerly filled a com- and which was now to be produced* This was the 
paratlvely humble position, ho was now received as confession. 

u lord and a rmtster ; aud the oarringes of the In the first place FurvU the steward, and the 
highest aristocracy were continuously driving up physician who had attendod at the murderer's 
to the door that curds might be left for the young death-bed, were placed in the witness-box and 
Uuke of Marchmont. sworn ; and they deolared that they had attested 

The day for Lord Clandon's trial was now at the document whioh was now exhibited to them, 
hand: tho law n quirod that this ceremony aiiould Mr. Ooloman went through the same ceremony, 
toko place, though ovory one knew that it must and the clerk of the* Court then read the oonfes- 
prove a mere inatti'r of form, and that the inno- sioii. It wai listened to With the attention and 
concu 'of his lordship would be fully made mani* interest whiok each a^arrative was so well oaleu- 
fest. indeed, imrnodiately after tho eTooi.s at lated to excite ; and wnen the reading waa termU 
Oaklands Lord Clandon ocased to'uccupy a cell in naCeJ,the foreman of the jury at oooe rose,BayiDg^ 
tho prison uf Newgate— but was lodged in the bc^t ** It is with unfeigned pleasure tbdl wve formally 
apartments uf tho Uovornor’s liSusc, where be was liloclai'n that with whioh the court was already 
itreated with all possiblo distihction. l£o did not acquainted; natoely, the inoooenoe of Iiord Olaa- 
however avail himself of tho altered circumstances don." 

of his case to demand permission to issue from the " Before your lordship pronounoes my die- 
prison-walls: but he was daily visited by Queen charge," Apii Bertram, rising from tho seat whioh 
J ndora, the young Duke of Marchmont, aud Lady ho had mkon at the barristers* table, “I would 
Christina y^vian. * % cfave yot^ indulgenoo and that of the jury while 

* The day of tho trial arrived ; and the court was 1 speaksa low words on my own behalf. I admit 
crowded to excess. Indora and* Christina were ray objoA to be that they should go forth to tlm 
not there : they considered that it would not be public through the ordinary channels of inteMi. 
seemly for them to make their appearance thus in gence* 1 have two distinct purposes in view : in 
public. But Christian was present ; and as he the first place, to rescue the memoi^ of a deces^ 
sat upon the bench near the judge, ho was an ob- lady from even tho slightest remnant of suspioion 
ject of tho utmost interest on the part of all the which ’may rest against it — and iu the second . 
spectators. Clad in mourning— jwhich ho however place to prove how for aavofsl long yesre I woe in 
woro rather {dr tho soke of the hapless Lavinia utter ignorance of my unole's tragie end, and how 
than for that of the assassin of his own father— for even some time after that intelligenoe reoohed 
looking pale and slightly careworn with tho effects me, I was uuable to take any atepa lowarda the 
of much excitement,— the young Duke maintained demonstration of roy^nnooenee." 
a demeanour in which dignity and ^ndesty were Lord Olandon paused fiw a few moments t hm 
blended ; and he longed for the te^'mination of was deeply affected ait that allusion which he had 
these proceedings that he might acoompany his made to the deoofued Diiohess Slisa. Having re* 
loved relative liord Clandon to tho home prepared gained hie self-pjesession, and amidst the breath- 
for his reodptioD in Belgrave Square. less silence which prevailed in tho 4xmrt» he pro* 

A profound sileooe for a few minutes reigned ^seeded as follows: — 

In the Court when Lord Clandon w os ushered into ** Not for an instant do I attepipt to dftty timl 
the docA; and a feeling of deep sympathy pro- 1 fondly and devotedly loved Lima Laoey, with 
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whom I4lr8l boetme acquointed at Oxford. Wa oordioRlj obtained; and I raaolead to aee the im« 
plighted our fhith to each other : we were eepa- fortunate lady fo lome place of aafety before I 
nid-^^aad I went abroad. Daring my abeenoe bade bar farewell for ever t for I wae afraid leat 
it waa reported that I had periehed; and ahe waa in her deapair ahe ahould commit auicidel Xn- 
profailed upon to accompany my unde the Duke deed," add^ Lord Clandon, with a mice full of 
of Marcbmont to the altar. Subaequently ahe emotion, " I believe ahe meditated aelf-deatruotbn 
loamt that I waa alive i but into all tbeae detaila at the moment when I found her weeping eo bit- 
of a ead, aad hiatory it ia not my purpoae to enter, terly by the aide of (hat atream." 

SttIBce it to aay that I deemed her foithleaa; and He again panaed for a few foinutea; and then 
on arriving in England, I repaired to Oaklanda oontinuA hie narrative in the enauing manner i— 
that I might have an opportUtaity of upbraiding "The Ducheaa travelled inaide theohaiae: loon- 
her for the auppoaed perfidy. That opportunity tinned to ride outaide, acting aa her guardian and 
preaented itaelf: but, abut I found that ahe waa her friend. We travelled on and on for many 
to be pitied and not blamed. Our mental agony long, long houra without oaaalng; anddirequently 
waa immenae— excruciating— ineffable. But ahe did I uk the Ducheaa whether ahe would now atop 
waa a wife I Had ahe been the wife of a atranger, and find a home in aome neighbouring aeduaion P 
herpoaition would have rendered her not theleaa But when ahe naked where we were, and the 
aacred in my eyea i but aa the wife of my own anawer waa firat ‘ In Warwiokahire*— then * In 
unde— Oh 1 I waa incapable of a d^ of in- Derbyahire’— then ' In Yorkahire'— ahe atill re- 
famyl It waa arranged that I waa to depart plied with paaaionate vehemence that ahe would 
ape^y from Oaklanda and act out fbr the ^Oourt go further* atill. And thua, without atopping ex- 
of Horance, to which I had been appoii&d J^nvoy pept for a few minutes at a time, we reached Oum- 
Plenipoten^ry. The moment for Mdding farewell berland. Then the Ducheaa aaid that ahe would 
drew nigh i mv adieux were aaid to the Dueheaa haflb there f and indeed, thoroughly exhanated 
Bliaa; and yielding to the anguiah of my feelittga^ mentally and phyaically aa ahe waa, it would have 
1 claaped her in my arma. • The Duke beheld the been impoaaible for her to proceed farther. At a 
aoene— aa you have already been informed by the village near the Soottiah Bprder did we thua atop 
confeaaion ere now read,— that confeaaiao of my at last ; and the DueheaB ^esought that 1 would 
guilty brother ! I fled to the village tavern ; and continue to conceal her name and rank, aa both 
aome while afterwarda my brother Joined me, with had been concealed throughout that bng, long 
the intelligence that (he Ducheaa Elisa had diaap- journey. With the least poaiible delay the un* 
peered from Oaklanda. She had gone forth aa a happy Duchess procured for herself a lodging in a 
wanderer on tbs face of Che earth,— she who waa cottage situated about a mile from the village, and 
innoeenti Maddened by the tidings, I aped in the miatreaa of which was a widow between thirty 
aeaieh of the unhappy my. For hours I wan- and forty years of age. I then bade adieu to the 
dared I and at length 1 overtook her. It was then Duchess. There was one clasp of the hand— there 
midnight;— and in a lonely spot by the side of a was one kiss imprinted upon her brow— and I 
stream wae she eeated, weeping bittwly. This ^t rushed away, not daring to remain another mi- 
was miles away from Oakhmds. She reproached nute I" 

me not as the author of t^e ftightftil calamities Again did Lord Olandon pause; and oo fUll of 
which had fallen upon her head; and though ahe pathos bad been his voice aa he told this effecting 
gave way to the ssost passionate lamentationa^ she tale, that there *waB aoaroely an unmoistened eye 
mentioned <fioC my name with upbraiding. She in the Court. 

vowed that ahe would retire into aome complefe "Yes, I fled jfrecipitately," he at length re- 
aeelnsion where ehw would linger tout the rest of aumed, "anguish and remorse in my heart— for> 
her unhappy days; and this seeluaion she waa de- I felt that I had been the cause of this wrecked 
tormined should he far remote from the scenes happiness and ruined reputation which bad over* 
where she bad suffered eo much miaeiS^I«My con- taken one so innocent, ao young, so beautiful I I 
duct waa full of respect and sympathy apd grief; aped to the nearest seaport on (he eastern coasts 
aad r did not even ao much aa take he| hand: *£ I ^barked on board the first ship which I found 
felt that any demonstration of tendemeoa on my ready to bear me away firom a country that I re*' 
part would be an insult in each circumstances. I solv^ never to'revisit. I pictured to myself a 
persuaded her to p r oceed to an adjacent village terrific exposure at Oaklanda— the direst acousa- 
whace she might repose herself for a few hours, tions fulminating against my character— my repu- 
Bhe accompaifled me: ^ walked aide by aide— tation gone— my prospects blighted— and the name 
•he did not even take my arm, though she was of Bertram Vivian handed over to universal exe- 
ainkiiig with fatigue— and I dared not offer it. Aa oration ds that of (he seducer of his own unde’s 
we entered the village, in the middle of that mo- wife! It was a Dutbh ship in which 1 embarked; 
mentona night, a return poat-chaiae waa passing and I arrived at Botterdam. At the very moment 
through. The unhappy Bucham abruptly pro- of entering the port, a large ship waa clearing out 
daiaaed her iateation of taking it. She entered for the Indian Seas. TInbeaitatingly I took my 
the vehicle i 1 cat upon (he box 1 waa reaolved passage on board of her; and fevoured by proi- 
that whatsoever migSt aubaequently tranapire, peroua winds^ the voyage was made in an exeeed- 
thife fIMd be nothing in my conduct to justify iogly abort space of time to Java. Thence 1 re- 
or toLCRhance the auspioions already preadng so paii^ to Odcu^ with the datermination of 
flMMp; against her. On reaching the town to offering my aervicsa to the Anglo-Indian Qovern- 
(4||Kthe chaise belonged, the Duchess bade me ment; for the funds which I h^ in my poaseaaiua 
.idfiiN her the sBcana of rapid conveyance to one> when leaving England, were now nearly exhausted. 

> af Mremoteat pountiea of England, it mattered I had assumed (he name of Olement and 

mat which. An equipage with four horaea wee ac» 1 ahould add (hat my arrival at Oalouita bad out- 
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•tripped aU Brituh iatolligMUM of mnti punng f returned to EogtAndj end my dnt eurt m to 
•t the time I left my own netiTe eountrji eo eeereb the Alee aevipepere to getto e oomplete 
that I etill oontiaued in the oompleteet ignoranoe knowledge of all that had taken pleee after mv 
I of the horrible tragedj wbioh had ooourred at preeipitate flight ftom Oaklandi. ICj 

Oeklaade. 1 muet here obeerre that it hap* euspidone were oonflrmedi I oomprehended hut 
•pened, when I waa engaged in a diplomatio too well that mj wretohed brother muet hare been 
oepmdtp at Weahington— prior to that fatal riait the murderer of hia ubda^ and that to aare himaelf 
of mine to England wbioh had led me to Oak« he had ao combined all oiroumatanoea aa to fls the 
landa— I had obtained certain ^ntelligenoe in re- guilt upon me. I need now aaj no more. In a 
apeot to the mIioj of the United States* Qo?em- abort tUae» and jn another' (laoe, I ehatl be called 
mens towerda Japan and China. ^ learnt on mj upon to continue a narrafire which la eo replete 
arriTal at Calcutta that there were flying rumoura with aad and memoraUe detaile. But I hare said 
of thia contemplated poliop i but no one teemed tufficient to prore the complete innocence of the 
to underatand the prcciae bearinga thereof. I BuoheaefBtiaey and to ehow Ukeniae how it wae 
waited upon the Gbvernor Qeneral, and gave him that ao tnanj long, long peara elapeed ere 1 le- 
such ezplanationa that not onlj aatoniahcd him, turned to |bia conntrjr to make inqulriai into the 
but likewiae prored to be of the bigheat import- peat end to adopt the requlidte meeaurea for find!- 
anoe ; to that he waa enabled to tend off efficient eating my own maligned reputation.** 
inatructiona to the naral commandera in the Lo^ Clandon oaited; there were atrong 
Chineae aeaa, aa well aa to the Br^^h political demonatratlona of intereat and aympathj threagh 
agenta in varioua quartera. Mj intrqduction to the court. The Judge addreteed him in a compli- 
the Oorernor-General waa thua moat farouradle mentary manner-^wi^ing up a aaoet apprcipri^ 
to my Tiewai and when I informed him that 1 had epeech with the indmation that he wee now at 
been attached to the Britiah Embaaay at Waahing- freedom. Lord Clandon bowed, and left the eoiirt 
ton he aaked me no more queationa : it nerer in company with hih frienda. 
atruck him that 1 might hare teme another namei * ^ 

and he at once offerA me employment in the drU ^ • 

aerrice of India. Tlha 1 accepted ; and in a rery 

few daya aet off on a apeoial miuion to the Niaam. CHAPIEB CXLIX. 

At that Sovereign'a Court 1 remained for upwarda 

of a year, deeply engaged in diplomatio negotiation!. tKB OOKMXTVIB OP PBtTX&Beii* 

Eo Engliab newapaper erer reached me; and I 

thua continued in total ignorance of the eventa AsffBOVClH the right and title of the young Duke 
wbieh so intimately regarded my obaraoter and good of Marobmont appeared to bare been nniteraally 
name in my natif e land. Haring aucoeeded in admitted— although he entered et once upon poe* 
all ib«* objects for which 1 had been accredited to ceaaiott of the aaeaiioni^ rertnuea^ and yaat do- 
the Eiaam’a Court, I waa directed by a apedal maim— and although not the eligbteet oppofition 
courier bearing deapetchee from the Oorarnor- wae from enr quarter diepleyed, and no pettlfoggiag 
General to repair on a aimilar miaaion to the Xing attorney endearoored to rake up a oaae with the 
of Iiuiprabad. From rarioua oauaee the amafl riew of being bought off ao at not to throw trouble 
retinue with wbioh 1 trerelled, dwindled away; in the way-a-yet waa it abaolutely neoaaaary, for 
and I arrired alone at the ohief oity of Inderabad. the aake aUke'of form and iaw,4bqt our young 
There I found myaelf a priaoncr. Yeara elapied ; ahero ahould prore hia daima before a Committee 
• no inquiry waa made after me— for the Xing of of PriTilegea^ the Houae of Lorda. For thia 
Inderabad, in order to aooompliah bia own aima, purpoae tlw expiration of two or three montha had 
oaueed the rumour to be apread that I waa no to be awaited for the aaaembling of Fartiament. 
more. At length, in the year 1846, an Engliah Queen ^ora therefore remained in Bogland— 
trareller wae aaaaaainated, by miaoreanta of the becauaJfljord Clandon waa bimaelf foroed to tarry 
Thuggee oaate, in a foreat at no great* diatanoe rfor that oommittee, and it waa arranged that her 
9 fr jm the city of Inderabad. Amongat hia eSeeta Majea|y and hii lordabip were to return to India 
an Engliah newapaper wae ditporered. Though together. • 

aixteen yeara had then elapaed aiaoe the erenU at We will not now pauae to deaoribe bow paaaed 
Odklanda, there waa neTertbeleas a paragraph in the time during tins interval: but we will at onoc 
that joui^ which alluded thereto. It waa one proceed to atote thit on* the aaaemhiing of Phrliu- 
of thim paragrapha which frequently refer to any ment the Lorda appointed a oommittee to oon- 
BBcmorabto oeourrencea connected with eminent duet the inveatigation. Mr. Coleman, a a ri ated by 
familieat and fheu, for the flrat time, 1 learnt that able Dootora of Civil Law, managed tho entire 
my unde bad been murdered— that I waa branded caacj and it waa naturally bia atudy to pr a atnt the 
aa hia aaaaaain— that neither myadf nor the evidence in ita yioct cooaeoutive form to the noWe 
Duoheaa Bliaa had ever tinoe been heard of— and oommittee. 

it waa auppoaed thht we aa a guilty pair had fled The young Luke of Marobmont himadf waa the 
together to aomc remote part of the world, to flrat witneaa in his own cCac. He atatod that hioa- 
elude the conaequenoea of our eriiflea. 1 will not aelf and hia aiater Phriatina had been brought up 
pauae to depict the feelinga with which I peruaed from their earlieat lufaiioy by a gentleman of tba 
thia atatementf but 1 implored my freedom— and name of Aahtun, who reeided at a village in Watt- 
it waa itiU refuied. A short while afterwarde 1 mordand, at a diitunoe of about twenty-five uailaa 
annoeeded in iAating my eaoape, —bringing with, from Woodbridge. Chriatian and Cbriatinu htA 
me the immentv wealth which the Xing of Indofa- ulwaya been led to auppoae that Mr. AehlMi wea 
liad had liaviahed in aeknowledgiueut of vanoua their unole, and that their own *parenta had died 
Inipwtuut aerrioea that 1 had reudered him. 1 when they were bahea. Euthing had drar on* 
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eurrei un^ tht grand disclosure at Oaklands, to 
excite in their minds a suspicion that this stor j ot 
their birtk was otheririse than completely true. 
They were born at (bo end of May, 18d0 ; and 
their birthdi^ had always been regularly kept by 
Mr. Ashton. Some liino before he died, he had 
giTen them certain relics which he represented 
as baring belonged to their deceased mother ; and 
these Christian produced. There was a long 
tress of raven hairunext there was a beautiful 
gold watch of delicate foahiotf and exquisite 
workmanship, with the cipher S graven upon 
the ease: then there were two rings^ one of which 
was a wedding-ring— the other of peculiar work- 
manship, with the cipher B graven upon a stone. 
Christian proceeded to relate that about three 
years previously Mr. Ashton had died suddenly, 
being stricken with an apoplectic fit ; and for some 
little while after his death khe twins continued 
to reside at the same house in the village. Then 
a certain Mr. Joseph Preston— of whom ^ey had 
some little previous acquaintance, as he Wjss a 
friend of Mr. Ashton’s— signified to them (hat 
they must repair to London, so that (hey might be 
in the same city where he dwelt and that he might 
' be enabled to attend to their welfare. Me ma^ 
therq a liberal allowance, considering that their 
wants were small and that tlftir habits were the 
very reverse of being extravagant t but he never 
gave thorn any information relative to their private 
aflfairs nor the pecuniary circumstances in which 
they had been left ; nor did he explain the views 
which, if any, be entertained with regard to their 
future position. At the expiration of a few 
months 'Mr. Preston suddenly disappeared ; and 
the twins wore reduced to considerable temporary 
dUHcultlbs. , 

la ansaer to certain leading questions which 
were purposely put in order to elicit all (ho parti- 
culars that might bear upon his case,— Christian 
stated that be had recently been shown some papers 
represented to ^e in the handwriting of the late 
Mr. Ashton, bad which regarded the cireumstanoea 
of the birth of himself and sister; and ho could 
vouch that these papers were pontively in the 
handwriting of the said deceased Mr. Ashton. 

Depositions of all that had occurred at Oaklands 
in the month of September and beginAtSf of Oc- 
tober 1828, were now put in and road before t^ 
Lords torining the Committee of Privileges. 

The next witness who was called, woe qVemale 
answering to the name of Jane ^rday. This 
was none other than she whom (he re^er has 
previenely known as Craay Jane: but she deserved 
(he epitlmt no longer. Under a judicioua system 
of treatment in the house of an eminent psycho- 
logical phyeUnan, she bad completely regained her 
intellect; and the poor mad wanderer of many 
yeare had, through the liberality and kindness of 
Lord ClandoD, become restored l8 the poeeeeeion 
of all her reasoning fMoltiee. She woe now de- 
oentiy, indeid baadsomete apparelled ; and though 
oare^ and suffering, and fatigues during that errant 
life which ihc had led, had ddetroyed the beauty 
withjildl^ in her youth she was endowed,— yet 
wae,,M,A4i^^ marvellously improved, and no one 
wbdli^ hnown her as Craay Jane would have re- 
•PgnisdL'bwr BOW os Miss Barclay. She deposed 
. Is tbs fact tbat only a few days before the terrible 
ihM look place at Oakland^ in the year 1828, | 


the Duchess Bliss hod intimated to her that she 
fancied ehe was ii^ a way to become a mother— but 
that she ihonld not immediately inform the Duke 
thereof, as she could not be altogether certain in 
so early a stage of pregnancy. ' In answer to ques- 
tions that were put to her, Jane Barclay was posi- 
tively enabled to state that if the Duchess were 
correct in her idea, and if ishe had really lived to 
become a mother, the time of^ier confinement 
must have been about the very date mentioned by 
our young hero as that of the birthday of himself 
and his twin lister. Jane Barclay was enabled to 
swear that the watol^ marked with the letter E 
had belonged to the DuohesS Elisa : biA ahe did 
not remember ever to have Seen the ring graven 
with the letter B in the possession of her Grace. 

As for the wedding-ring, she could not of course 
pretend to assert* that it was her ladyship’s, as 
there la so much similitude between the generality 
of such rings. 

The next ’witness who appeared before the Com- 
mseteo, wls a rlspeotable-looking elderly woman^ 
who deposed that her name was Mrs. Hutton, and 
thatashe bad fur many years resided in Cumber- 
land near the Scottish border. She perfectly well 
recollected that in the Autumn of 1828, a gentle- 
man and a lady arrived at her house, and that the 
lady made an arrangement for, her unoccupied apart- 
mdnts. The laily seeuiod plungod into the deopost 
distress: tho gentleman had a strango wild look— 
and both wero young. The gentleman took hia 
departure almost immediately aft^r tho engage* 
mont for the rooms was made. As the now lodger 
came t(»tally nnprovided with any effects beyond 
thole which she bad on her— and as the oireum- 
stancee of their arrival, as well as their looks ex- 
cited her suspicion that thero was something wrong 
— Mrs. Hutton had listened at the door of the 
parlour where they bade each other farewell. ^ She 
distinctly hoard the young gentleman say, ** Aaieu, 
Kliza, fir eeet*/”— but she could not cdlch the 
reply which the lidy made. The gentleman went 
away. For some ^ours after be was gone, the . 
lady sat statue-liko as if plunged into the deepest 
despair. After a while she inquired fur a needle * 
and thread : she took a small piece of velvet —and 
therewith she made a little bag. Into this she 
put her watch and her wedding-ring, os well as 
another ,riog, which she took from her bosom i 
sbe^ut off a long look of her hair— which was of ^ 
raven darkness; and this likewise she put into 
the little bag— wUiob she then sewed up. To the 
bag she attached a black ribbon, which she put 
round her neok, securing the bag in her bosom. 
All this she did in the presence of Mrs. Hutton— 
not amidft weeping, but io the silence of cold 
blank despair. When her task was finished, she 
raised bar oountonance, looked at Mrs. Hutton, and 
said, ” Thi$ ehall be fir my babe, if X liee to gtve 
birth to it. The contents qf that bag mag some 
dag serve a$ a clue, if ever each be needed, lofien 
I shall b$ dead and gone /’’—Mrs. Htton gently 
asked, ” A clue to eshat f”— whereat the la4y sod- 
Aeoly started up and fixed upon her a look so full 
of wild suspicion that she was frightened lest the 
unfortunate being was going mad. In the middle 
of the ensuing night the strangef lady— for she 
'bad fiiven no aime— abruptly quitted the houses 
leaving the front door wi^ open; so that 
Mrs. Hutton now frit oonrineed that gripf had 
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really turned her brain, and riia raaotred to apeak 
to the local anthoritiea in the raornii^. But the 
lady never eame back. Some lime afterwavda the 
read in an old newspaper that happened to fall into 
her hand^ a narrative of the trag^io events which 
had oooarred at Oaklande ; and ahe was more than 
half inclined to fancy that the strangers whom ahe 
had seen at her house irere none other than Ber- 
tram Vivian and 4he Duchess miza t but afraid of 
getting into some trouble if it were known that ahe 
had held any communication with persons who were 
accused of such erimes, she held her peatoe eon- 
oerning them. When now yked to describe to the 
Committqp of Privileges the lady who had thus 
remained a few hours beneath her roof so many 
years ago, sho drew a portraiture which pre* 
cisely corresponded with that of the unfortunate 
Duchess. 

The neit witness was the proprietor of a lunatie 
asylum in Northumberland. Tliis gentleman stated 
that in the fall of the year 1829— and, wo far as he 
could recolleot, about a fortnight or three wee|p 
after the dates mentioned hy Mrs. Hutton— he one 
morning found a lady wandering in a%ild sta^ in 
the fields near his establishment. He conducted 
her to his house ; and he found that she was com- 
pletely deprived of ^er intellect. She was no 
sooner located there than ebe sank into a deep 
silent brooding dejedlion. He made inquiries 
throughout the neighbourhood and advertised in 
several local newspapers— but could obtain not the 
slightest olue relative to who she was. As she was 
evidently a person of gentility, or at leait had 
known better days, he and his wife took compaeeioB 
on her t and when they found that she was in a 
way to becomo a mother they looked upon her as 
the victim of seduction who had most probably been 
discarded by her friends ; and they therefore deemed 
it unneceseary— or rather, we should say, useless— 
to institute any additional research on her behalf. 
She never spoke a word— but was docile as a lamb, 
save and eicept if any one endeavoured to examine 
the little bag whioh she kept in her bosom; and 
then sho grew frantic. They tfforeforc for huma* 
mity's sake deaisted from their eodeavoura to see 
what it contained ; and still from motives of cha- 
rity they kept her at their asylum. At the expi- 
ration of some weeks, however, she grew* violent, 
and gave indicatione of approaching delirium. Her 
head was accordingly ehav^ t but during iSe nigAt 
Idiat followed, ahe escaped from the asylum, and 
was heard of by the witness no mere. 

The next witness produced before their lord- 
ihipe was Jonathan Carnabie. He deposed that 
he was sexton and parbb-olcrk at the village of 
Woodbiridge, in Westmoreland. He recoll^tod 
that in the beginning of the year 1830, *he very 
early one morning beheld n female lying over a 
grave in the ehurehyard. He hastened to raise 
her I be thought that eha was dead— for ebe was 
pale, cold, and rigid as a corpse. She however 
proved to he merely in a deep swoon. He knew 
that she was a lady by her appear^ce, though 
her dress was much travel-soiled— holes were worn 
through her shoes and stockings— her foot were 
out and bleeding. Jonathan bore her off to the 
parsonage, which wot close by the ohuroht the 
clergyman and his HmSiy were absent at the time 
OB a visit to somt liriends in Lancashire; and 
thaio waa no oho M ' w teale-servant in the par- 
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sonage. This woman however did her Jbest to n* 
cover the poor lady from her insensibility ; and la 
ttme she eiieeeeded. A medical man waa cent 
for; and he at once prononneed that the wae 
utterly bereft of her senses— that her reason was 
gone— that her mind was a perfbot void. Indeed, 
her head bad evidenfly been but very reosntly 
shaved ; and it wu therefbro ooneliided she had 
escaped from some Iwnatio asjlsmi. She had a 
little velvet bag atlaebedf to a ribbon ronid bet 
neck; and the only aign of vlial oonaciDosaem 
which aha dMayed, waa whan any ono attompled 
to tottbh this bag^ Tho sttrgaon saUf lb wto 
less to eneito tbs poor lady to frnaay by takkig 
the little bag from her in qrden to open it| for 
that it doiMess sMiily contalnad eoBsa tiinkols 
which had been given to asrose bar at tho uyhim 
whenea bho had tBeapefr> 'and •bal^berolbra theao 
trinketa themselves oonld not bo snppossd to 
affbrd any dtts as to' who sho wao orwhoaoosho 
had eomo. Tho intolKgoneo of tho disoovory 
of tho poor lady in t& ehoMbyavd spoodily 
spread through tho village^ and Nabbed tho oaM 
Of a worthy gontlemah of tho mon of Ashioo, 
who was then rssidiBg at Woodbsidgo^ Bo frll 
ttttereslod in the easei^and ho gave the poor lady 
a homo. Ho watched tho nowspapori of Ifoat- 
moreknd and the barroundiag wantloc^ in mot 
to SM if any advortisemenl appeared dtseribing 
iwho the lady might bet but no notifioation of the 
kind wae given. She therefore beoame domiciled 
at Mr. Ashton's ; and it was in the month of May, 
1830, that sh# beeama tho mother of twiao She 
never recovered her lensM sulfioienlly to give the 
aiighteet acoount of herwlf : but she displayed tho 
most affeotionate tondernees towardo her poor 
babes. Mr. Ashton, who wn tho most benovolool 
of men, treated her with a kindneas wbiok oould 
not have been gTNter won bo her latber ; and ho 
bestowed hie own name on the poor oblldMB. As 
they were twim^ ho resolved to pve them Gbristiaa 
Dimes whioh should have a kindrqd.idgDilicaney, 
rather similitude; and hNce tho*sb names 
ristian and Ohriilina. In the month of Oo* 
toberthe poor ^idy died; and she was bariedin 
the ehurehyard at Woodbridge, — Mr. Ashton 
oautiog the stone, with the simple inscription of 
" OefobeoiflSO," to be erected at the head of her 
grave. Jvery shortly afterwards ho removed to 
rome plsce about five-and-twenty miles distant | 
and JodOtbau Carnabie heard no more of him nor 
of the cKildren. In answer to leading questions 
that were put, the old sexton drew a portraiture 
of the lady, whioh oorrespooded with that of tho 
Duchess Eliza; and he produced the bi^tismal 
certificate of the twins, their birthday being the 
one whioh, according to Christian's previous state- 
ment, they had always been wont to keep during 
the lifetime of Mr. Ashton. 

Lord Clandon %as *the next witness who at- 
tended to give his evidence before the Committee 
of Privileges. He stated ^hat immediately upon 
his return to England from India, he set off into 
Cumberland, and oafied at the house of Mra. 
Hutton, where he had bidden farewell to tho 
Dttohess Eliza so many years back. Mrs. Hutton 
did not know him at first t hat when he begaB la- 
Aittttittg inquiries^ ifae recognised him; and sho 
grow frightened— for ebe had aU*along beliovoA 
that ho wao voaUy Bertnm Ylvian to wlmm tho 
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lual deed gf murder was imputed. He thereiore 
Admitted to ber thet he was thAt untortusAte in* 
diriduAlt bat be sAid enough to oonrinoe her thet 
ha WAA innooent of the crime oherged Against him. 
8ho tbm told him how the ledj whom he bed left 
At bar boose, had enoluted eertain Articles of 
JoweHeiy in a little yelret Img, and how she had 
lled» BO doubt in a state of mental aberration. 
Lord Obmdon took his departure from that house, 
and proseottted his hequi^s elsewhere— but all to 
no effect. Finding that his efferts were useless 
thus fiir— and being bent upon adopting the ear- 
liest possible measures to maks his innoeenee 
msnifest before the world— be empkijqfl a trust- 
worthj indiridual (who howerer knew not his 
etjects and motires) to pursue those inquiries 
whieh he was reoolred nsfet to abandon until he 
succeeded in oBtaiiuBg soom trsse of the bng-lost 
Bushese, or some clue to ber Ibte. It wul be 
remembered that when n abort time alterwards 
bo was stajing with bis fUand Sir William Ashton 
in the neighbourhood of Lirerpool, on Ae ooca- 
aioB of Lettioe Bodna/s trial, he fell in with Craaj 

I Jane^ whom he disoorered to be Jane Barelaj, the 
principal ladj*s<msid of the Buehess Bliss in jears 
; gone bpi be'prorided a pomfortable boom for 
that^ unfortunate ereaturoi but in the unsettled 
state of her inteUeel^ she abandoned it. At about 
the same time that the intelligenoe of her dimp- 
pearanee reached Lord Glandon in London, he^ 
reoeifed a eommunication from the trust/ agent 
whom he bad left pursuing inquiries in the I 
northern counties. This oommunioation was to | 
the effect that the agent had suooeeded in dis- 1 
oorering that after the flight of the Boohets Bliss 
from Mn. Hutton’s abode on the border of Oum- 
berhmd, the unhappj lady had been for some 
while an inmate ^ a lunatic asylum in Northum- 
berland. Thither Lord Olandon at once proceeded 
from Londont and he beardi^ that tbs proprietor 
of that aqyhtm eould tell him npon tbs j^nful 
sutjeot. Hartog some leisure upon bis hands, he 
renewed bis* own personal inquiries throughout 
those northern counties; and at the same time flU 
forgot not poor Oraay Jans. Of this latter he 
reoeifed some inteliigenee; and the result thereof 
was the fisit which he paid to Woodbridge. 
There— aooording to his wont, in probating his 
inquiries in any new place relatire to theUong-lost 
* Buebem Elisa— his first care was to examine tUb 
tombstones in the churchyard, in order to ascer- 
tain whether amidst those memorials of Ithe dead 
Ips should ehanoe to find one that would set at 
rest the myetpiy which eufeloped the fate of the 
Buehese— though he then knew not whether she 
were still an inhabitant of this world or had gone 
to the next. While inspeoting those grsfe-stones 
at WoodbridgSb he beheld the one with the singu- 
larly laconic insoriptbni be fell in with Graay 
Jans; and cireumstanees led him into communiea- 
turn with Jonathan Gamabie. From the old sexton's 
lips be learnt suflicient to clear up all the mysteiy 
whieh Ipsd hitherto enf eloped the fate of the un- 
fortppom Bucheas. To his unspeakable wonderment 
he sit the same time learnt that the twins Christian 
and Christina Ashton, whom chance had prer iuusly 
tbnphm in bis waj in London, were the offspring of 
the deceased Buehess— end they ignoraat of the 
secr et of their birthi Onhis return to London, be 
sent for Christian from Bamagate, and gafohimai 


home t be examined the maternal relies which the 
twins had preserf ed t he recognised the Buehem 
Elisa's watchi anli the ring with the Initial B upon 
it, was the same which he had gifen to her in the 
days of their lore at Oxford. That Ohristlan and 
Christina were the lawful offspring of the Bake 
and Buehess of Marohmont, there could be no 
doubt t but still Lord Clandon felt that the efidenoe 
which he had aa yet obtained would be eoareely 
suAoient to proft their olaims; and moteofer ha 
himself eould not appear publicly in any judicial 
infostigation •until his own umocenea was made 
manifest In these oireumstanoes he thought it 
more prudent to reUin the.aeeret of t^eir birth 
from the knowledge of the twins c so that they 
might not be buoyed up with hopec which perhaps 
nef er would be fulfilled. But in a short time pro- 
f idenoe threw additional testimony into his hands. 
On the occasion of one of the fisits whieh he made 
into the neighbourhood of Oaklands for purposes 
connected with the plans whieh were in progress 
the dofolopment of his innoeenee, be fell in 
with a woman whom he knew not at the time^ but 
whom a bavdbill aabaequently profed to be the 
murderesa Barbara Smedley. On her peraon a 
aealed packet waa found ; and thia packet contained 
certain papers intimately oonncohNl with the in- 
terosta of the twine. * 

The next witness who apjftared for examination 
before the Committee of Prifilegee^ wee John 
Smedley. It will be remembered that he had sur- 
render^ himeelf up to juitiee in coneequenoe of a 
handbill proclaiming that the mercy of the Crown 
would be to a certain degree extended to any one 
of the gang of miioreante connected with the 
house in Lambeth (the Barker himeelf eieepted) 
who would gife euoh information ae ehould place 
the otbere in the bands of the polioet or that the 
same benefit would be extended to that one of the 
I eame gang who would lurrender up the Barker 
alone to the authorities. John Smedley ^ad been 
the means of bstraying the Barker, when disguised 
as a Jew, into the bands of the police ; and it 
laeettredly was not bis fault that the miscreant 
Bsruey had subsequently eeoiqied. Smedley there-,, 
fore— on pleading guilty at the Old Bailey to the 
charge of murder, and oonfessiog that he had 
help^ tq ANassinate one Joseph Preston— had re- 
ceired the benefit of the royal mercy, aooording to 
tbq. prdmiee of the handbill ; and his life being 
spared, he was sentenoed to transportation for the I 
remainder of hia*dayo. But inaemuoh ae bis evi- 
denca was needed Mora the Committee of Priri- 
leges in reapeot to the Marohmont Peerage, ha waa 
retained a prisoner in Newgate instead of being 
immediately cent out of the oouniry. He now 
therefore appeared, in the oustody of tumkeyi^ in 
the preetDoe of tbah Committee. 

The toatimony of John Smedley was to the fol- 
lowing effect. Some time tiaek he bad at hia house 
in iMbeth a lodger who passed by the name of 
Smith. This lodger desired that a letter might be 
uken to the address whieh appeared upon the en- 
▼elipt. It was directed to Mr. Ashton, at Mrs. 
Macrtulay'i^ Mortimer Street, CsFendieb Square. 
Smedley, bis wife, and mothar opened the letter 
instead it taking it to its address. They found by 
itt oontente that their lodge iMme was Joseph 
Preston— that he had lirad snOambridge Terrasa 
— ihal he had sorel? wns^gid Cfihtialiaa and Obtis* 
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tin* Aihton— And that under a plank in one of i 
the roome which he epeoified at hia house in 
CambridM Terrace, they would find documents 
which might be of more or less importance to 
themselTeB. In consequence of pemsvjg this 
letter, Smedlcy and his wife went to the house 
in Cambridge Terraoe, and poeseased themaelTea 
of ^e doonments in the nope that their de- 
UTeranee into the hands of Mr. and Miss Ashton 
might be productive of a reward. Snt on in- 
qnmng at Mrs. Macaulay’s house, Baibara 
Smedley found that the twins had left— that 
they fallen into poverty^-andtthat there 
was no chance of obtaining a recompense at 
their hands. The Smedleys however kept the 
papers wi^ the idea that they would some daj 
prove hicrat&ve ; and these were the documents, 
togeUier with . Josmh Fkeston’'s letter, which 
Lord Olandon had found in the seated packet 
upon the person of BsrbamBmedley. ^ ^ ^ 

The doonments were now prodi||oed before 
No. 94.— FovBTft Sbbibs. 


the Committee ; and Christian, be it recoUeo^d, 
had already proclaimed his conviction that those 
which bore the sigimtnre of the deceased lb. 
Ashton were really in that gentleman’s hand- 
writing. One doonment consisted of a will 
which Mr. Ashton had left in favour of the 
twins, bequeathing them the snm of six thou* 
sand pounds, with Joseph Preston as the 
guardian and exe<piton Arother doonment was 
an aifectionate letter to the twins, penned hj 
Mr. Ashton in case he should die bmore he oon* 
sidered that they had reached an am when they 
ought to be made acquainted with all the secrets 
and mysteries attending their birth. A third 
document, also written by the deceased Mr. 
Ashton, contained a full narrative of tliosa 
secrete and mysteries, in precise aoeoraiyMS 
with the evidence given by Jonathan CtauHnsii' 
The remaining dooraent was Joee^ Pisstctaifa 
letter to the twins, which the Smeamyshad u* 
teroepted. It tda them that, emitten with le* 
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morse fw hit eonduofc towards those who had been atone with the laoonio ioMription; end embraoing 
entruited to ' bis guardianship, he implored their each other fon jlj, thej both alike felt th^ if aoiy 
forgifeneas— that he was already steeped in peou- reason were wanting to cement the affection which 
niarj difficulties when he became their guardian had hitherto subsisted between them, it waa now 
at Mr. Ashton's death— that he had made awaj supplied bj the respect due to the memorj of their 
with the six thousand p*>uuds bequeathed them bj perished mothe?. And when for some time they 
that gentleman— that tbo onlj atonement, alight had been left alone at the grare, their lored and 
though it were, which he could now offer, sfss to rerered rehtife LeVd OlanAn ji^ed them there; 
place them in possession of certain documents —and he too kaeit and ptapdtt-^he too moistened 
which he had fuUnd in Mr. Ashton's writing- that turf with* his Mass'— and he too in sadness 
desk, and which be had not ihteiided to giro up eontemplated the stone^Mesiotial #hioh the kind- 
to them until they attained their majority— that ness of a ArangeS had load yoaSi hack placed at 


these documents would be discoTered in a peculiar the head of that gM^^ I* h touching scene 
recess at his house in Cambridge Terfhce, for that —and one the fuU j^thoi of which mgst be left to 
in the predpUation of his flight from that resi- the imagination; for it cannot be described in 


dence he bad fosgotten to take them, with him. 
The reading of these documents termiddted the 


words. 

The ceremony which had brought the Itrins and 


evidence on behalf of AH Jraulit hsco atdehdlkm&t Ziord Oiaadon to Wvodfcridgs^ theh commenced— 
Ibr the Marohmont Peef^ fha Lorda forming they themseltne remaining the #hite at the Par- 
the Committee of Priv&M inquisAt if there aonage Houie. The grave waa openidi the coffin 
were any oppoeitionP— an|.ftuig iiitMlln id the was exhffmed and )>1aced in a hearse MM wae in 
negative, they deliberated log^ir mSen Iswareadindm for its reception. A mottrnin|^oach 
minutes. The scssdt cf thHr vi M mm tas hh conveyed Me young *Dake, hU aiater, and Lord 
intimation to the oeultMl nppearifll dd dhslilMn’S Q'aMm M Mb nearest railway-station; and they 
behalf, that it was antiraly unnsttasHf kit those prooCsdid fllh the romaina of the deeeaaed 
learned geplleBM* to addr^ their ItmhMI Apon J>uchesa M OifcAmia. There the ooflhi Waa con- 
tbs evideneSk as the mind of the OhMidifM Waa cigned M the Itttilt-vault in the neighbouring 
already made up., A deciiAn wgs MAl' mimely ohurob ; eM the MdilNs^Elwa slept by the side 
pronouneed in Christian's fkvoal ; hd WM MMg- of her hgMand. 

nised ae the just claimant and Ihi lifhlAil |tos* Eord Ohindmi ks4 We# lie kmgar eny motive 
lessor of the Marohmont Peeragd | dii hC Ipdre- for remaiiiBg in Ba^hd i hWI be^ he took his 
upon reostved the oongratulatlona of ajl| tfim fare departure; hb nupliils Witti QWeon Indore were 
CO deeply interested in our yousg kiM Wei- eolemniaed. flM fIMielii IMiJmrfonned with 
Mre. comparative fftfMyi M Ml ftllh Which her Me- 


•olemniaed. fgl flMlielli WM Jmrfonned with 
comparative fflfiCyiM Ml ftllh Which her Me- 
jesty had oceddild iurihg hef ffiMdenee M Lon- 


don ; Ladf CHiHltlM Vlf IM» Httl leaMlM Vin- 
cent, and iWw Ctblf tAmh lidiei Mmiilw to ono 
OMAFTEB OL. the nolM fcdMiili of Me ilMjMsraoy, acted as 

bridesmaids* Jmmcllbtsly iAci Ml marriage the 
XOkB BsrirAVAWIWtrCk bridegroom and brill MpilM M ftsM a'week at, 

Oaklands; and at the If MO time the 

Ova of thl flrsta aeta of Chriaiiaki and Christina moment arrived for MNlM Mil bave of those in 
after the*oecurreiioe of the memorable eventg at whom they were so dMfM Mtlliltsd. We have 
Oaklands, waa to proceed into 'l^'ettmoreland, and before said that there if ie lMp|Mlm in this world 
visit the spot where reposed the remsins of their without its alloy ; and till hhj^llsi of the neafly 
mother. They were naturally ansioue that these married pair was sbadowsd by the necessity of 
remains should be transferred to tb^amily- vault aeparating from Christian and Christina, lodee^ 
of the Marchmonts, and not be aunS^ to lie in when ebe moment of parting came, it seemed as if 
the obacurity of a remote churob-yardf but it^as it felt on both aidea that they were never to 
cttggeated by Lord Clsndon that this nrooeeding eaob other again ; and profound .was the afflio- 
ahould be postponed until after the Committee of Hon of our young heroine on receiving the fareifell 
Privileges bad decided upon Chriatian'i claims, and embrace of that rq^ai lady towardc whom aha 
when the complete narratire of the past would go owed so large a debt of gratitude, and whom she 
forth to the world, fully proving the innoecnee of loved so weU. Lord Clandon bsstowsd aome ss- 
the deeeassd Buehass Elisa. Now, therefore, that ooUent adsiee Upon Ofaristian hefocl taking leave 
Me deoiaion of that committee bad been rendered, of his^— ahheugh hie lordMip had the fhllest eon- 
and that the tragic history was known in all its fldence III Ml flMitildl of Ms duoal rslatif e. The 
sad and romantio detaila, the wish of the twins Qumii god Lord* dandOn took theif departure, 
was about to be fulfilled ip iffi its filial piety. attended by a smlll luite, amongst whioh Was the 
A second visit was paid by*the young Duke of faithful Mark. They Iqft the BAtilh IhoTlI to re- 
Marohmont aud Lady Christina Vivian to the little torn to the Kingdom of Indorabad; whore Indora 
village of Woodbridje; and- before Me humble wee to take her seat on the throne Mat awaited 
gtavw waa disturbed, Mey went alene together te her, and lOfplaee hf bar side on Mat regal eleva- 
Mte the hat time Qwit that epot wbhh had lion the huabnad whom she Would sMfce a Kiag, 
Mf fi liihy years been the restin|-pleee of their and wfaele prseMie aha kww wodld ha m Wehoine 
bi|Httffiktl parent. OhuUn deem tbourniodi that M the ttUlllhli bf her Niglitl Hwidy eflJlyiB| 
MlHiiil youth and hit oharmiog sietir bant oter the hsnlfitg of hit enltghMfiild poll|f. 

Ml grive, moistening with their tears the tirl wl Miy hire avidl imr|i||Ml (tf fib oppoTtunitj 
Whieh waa aocfti to be disturbed: Mey knelt theci^ to glvl n bw Utth ekplMibm,^f^ will, pom- 
kA M^ prayed;-*^ did Mey contemplate Me phM the ^ueidation if att Mw uoiysteriii of Mo 
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INUI, jTMto biM alvtadj parof iTi4 boir la^fbif aim Ha bad aa dbSaaltj in ^BM»g a 
dora M laaval bi baa ova aatira oUj tha laal ataaUbf aatraao# wCo kba laaaiioai aad babap* 
namaaf biib who panad bj tba^fioliMoaa oaa oC paaad to oonaeat biioaalf ia that vary room lo 
Claaioat Ba^ajiMbl'-^aad boa from tha paanopaia wbioh hit brotbar aad Pur? ia paaatratad thaO tbaj 
laaguaga vbiob bad burat firom bia lipa at tba might aaoartaia whathar Indora bad vaplaaad tha 
lima* aba gkaaaed apoogb to prova that ha had daggar ip tha drawar wheooa aha bad tahao It. 
jimt mada the dicgjfary of haw ha labourad undar Bertram vai fearful of being diaeorared; for ha 
a frightful imputatiaii m bia own native land* bnav that hU brother Vaa aillain enough to hand 
After ha had aiplipad from Ipdarabad iha Ad- him oaer to tha graip of the lav>*-and he at that 
loved him to BogUnd ; and ehg obtained an in» time vaa totallj uopraparad vitb aaj proof of hia 
tarviev vith bim» Mreeorded in one of tha aarliaat in n ooen oa i fie tjuimfore dalhad the eaodle from 
ebaptari in tbie naiiativa* 9ha oompipbandad that hie brother’s hand $ aad he aBbetad hh aapapa 
bo was bant upon adoptiag maaauraa to prove bia hrom the spot amidst tha 9 ^ darbpom in which 
innoosBoe j for she |^v bftn too veil to balisvo ho thus sujuienl/ involved the room* ibit be bad 
for a single rnstaot that he eould ever hare basa preriouslj'oftrheard the eonvefaalio& vhieh took 
guilty of a crime. Then it vu titat tba romantio place betveen hit brother and Purfis in raipaol to 
idea of saoretly ausoouriDg him in bis oodsarour the dagger i^and tha.inotivn of Indora’s visi* to 
to demonstrate that inaooanea, flashed to the mind Qaklaadi bsj^ to bo tppaifnt to his mind. Ho 
of tbo fond and devoted Indore. But having only sav that aht bad nod beani inveigled thither by 
a dim idea of tbo eiroumstanoea attending that treaohen i and ba aosjeeturad thM it vai on lo« 
crimo of vbioh he vaa aceuaadi Indqra ordered count of ble awn affairs that ahs had coma. Ha 
Mark to prooura tha files of an English nave- further fttrndiedtWBba mast have had noma par- 
paper« that aha might obtain a perfaei knovladgl tiaular eonvaraation vUh Parvis 1 and be was da»> 
of all that it ooBOornad her to know. In that tarminad to aaoartain. H# tharalbiie iatroduoad 
newspaper she read tha paiticulara of the traf/Uy himself atealthily ia tha night-tlBSO to tba old ata- 
at Oaklands ia the year 1829; and aha had no vird’a snomt be lanaaled hia nama^iHmd ha aubaa- 
diifiottlty in arriving at tba aouelasion that as Bsr- quaptly fonnd g ttiibfvkt aipistsiil in Purvis. The 
! tram Vivian himself Vss ssauradly ianooenl^ his coodupt of Indoni ipsda a deep impiasrion upon 
broibrr Hugh must b^be guilty parson. To visit Bsrtrwn’i mind t it was another proof of bar da- 
OalLlaods-.-to heboid the spot vhieh had proved vpled love for him : he saw that she was laboarisg 
the aeeoe of the tragedy-* to glean whataoever ahe ia his behalf; and ao many evidenees of her affte- 
might be possibly enabled to pick upland to avail tk>n vent tut to mitigate the impression that be 
herself of any oiroumstanees that might transpire bad mainlf awed his lengthensd esptlfity in In* 
towards tba furtberanpe of her aiffls,'*theae were derabad to the influenoe wbioh the posseie^ witb 
the idees that naturally began to occupy tbo at* bar father. After his visit to Woodbridgo and his 
tsntbin of Indora. Thua, when Madame AngeU^un diaooveiiy that the Diioheas Elisa had long been 
called St Shrubbery ViUa» and in the eourse ^ oon- dead, bs waited Indora at her viUai and he 
wersation proposed a visit to Oaklands^ Indora then informad her that the eiroumstanose which 
readily aeespted the offer $ for though she com- had pre/iously prevented him from giving her 
prchended tbo trcaebevous reason for which it was aught beyond a vague liopo» had oeased to exist, 
made, si# bed no fear of being unable to combat The reader now oompAhends the veal signifioanoy 
igaiost the designs of tbo Duke, of Marehmont. of some of those inoidsBU which at the Urns of 
^usidss^ she wished to meet that man faee to face, their ooeurreneo were involved in a cartain degree 
that she might form her owes idea of bis dispo- ci mystery. 

witioD, and judge to what an extent it might sub. We need hamUy add that liberal rewards were 
scquently be worked upon through the modiom of bestowed*not only by Lord Clandon, but also bp 
bis conseiense. fbe young Duke of Marohmont— upon all those to 

Now, ii happened that Bertram Vivian himself, whom tbev.I|sd any reason to experience gratitude, 
in adopting measures for the demonstration of his The pro^ deter of the lunatic asjlum in Eorthum- 
innooenoe, paid occasional stealthy visito*to barland, who had so oharitably givsn a home to ^ 
aeighbourhbod of OakUnds,^ rather perhaps to the unfortunate Duchess Elisa, had every ground 
trust to the chapter of aomdontab than with any to bouattefied witb the liberality of Christian and 
prosisa and settled plan of aotion in view at the Lovd Clandon: Jonathan Camabls wont hack fo 
time. On the ooossion of one of those visits— Woodbridgo with more than saffieiont toonaUa 
and being oonesalsd amongst the trees— he to his him to live without work, if he thought it, for tha 
astonishment beheld Indora walking in the rsmaindcr of hu days; and Purvis, the faithful old 
grounds with the old steward. Ha fancied that steward, was likewise a special ol:jeQt of the bountiy 
she must have boea bsguilsd thither by soow of those whom bo bad served. Over the grave of 
treacbory— ospeoially as ho know that Msdamo tha doeeaaed Mr, Ashton a monuntent wm onoted^ 
AngeUquo had oonoeived designs against bar- hsarlng a boauti^ly composed tribute of the gra- 
self and flagoonah — thoao designe of wbieb ho titude of the twins for the true paternal kindnesa 
had givsn her a hint» aad against whisb ho had wbioh they bed reoeived from one to whom they 
warned her in a brief note srritten from Mortimer wore in no way related.' s j 

Street. Therefore, on dnding Indora* at Oaklanda, Ejpw that Queen ludora had loft England, Chris* 
Bertram Vivian was vesebred to vateh over her tina took up her abode altogether with bar 
safety; and be beheld her take her dspartuxo. brother at Marehmyit House; and there tbsy 
His brothar bad in tbo masntimt eoam to Oak- wera visited bv all tl# rfite of the aristos f <te y H>im 
lands I and Bertram could not seaist tbo tempta* mell so by soverei friends whom Christimi had 
Hon of andoavouriog to work upon his fears as one acquired provfons to the oceurrenw of those evcoli 
oftht first ctept towards tbs accomplisboMal of wbiehluripvoobdmadtbo aeinet of lusbiHh. Xllii% 
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lor instuoib Sir Edgtr and Lady Berarlaj, Sir 
Fradarifll and Ladj Latham, and Captain Stanlej 
wera fraqumi Tiiitors at Marobmont Hotiao: nor 
aiui we omit to oboerre that Sir William Stanlaj 
himNlil when paMing anj time in the metropolis, 
wai a weleoma guest in Belgrare Square. Lord 
Ootavian Meredith and Zo^ still remained abroad i 
but if^uently did Christina oorrespond with her 
friend, ArmjtB(;e's daughter, who indeed had 
profed one of the verj first to send written oon- 
gratulatioDS to botb herself aivl her brother on 
their elevation to a brilliant position. The nup- 
tials of Christian with Isabella Vinoent were to 
take place when six months should hqve elapsed 
from the date of the events at Oablands ; and in 
the meantime the pouog Idvera frequently saw 
each other. < 

One day a cab drove op to the door of March- 
moot House: but the occupant of it would not 
immediately get out. She— for this occupant was | 
of the feminine gender— was attired in her Sun- 
day apparel: she appeared in all the%lo|^of a 
new silk gown, a very feshiorable bonnet, her gold 
watch and chain, and a pair of lemon-coloured 
kid gloves: She defiveied a message to one of 
the domestiei^^whieh tljie man forthwith took 
up to the young Duke and Lady Christina 
Vifian. It was to the eiFeot/.hat Mn. Macaulay 
requeated permission to pay her most dutiful re- 
spects to bis Grace and to Lady Christina. The 
twins at once desired that she should be shown 
up; and the domestie accordingly proceeded to 
hand Mrs. Macaulay out of the cah with every 
demonstration of respect. 

As she followed the footman through the marble 
hall and up the superb staircase, she could not help 
giving half audible utterance to the thoughts 
which were passing in her mind. 

**Well,*' said the worthy woman, "this is in- 
deed a palace 1— and only tUnk that X should have 
what’s called the enfrds oHt, and be treated by 
this powdered and lace-bediiened gentleman”— 
thus alluding *to the lacquey— "tust for all the 
world as if I myself was a real iady I Ah, whit 
a splendid palace I— and what a lodging-house it 
would makel Why, there must be at least a 
doaen sets of apartments on the first floors alone ! 
They'd let each at four guineas a eaee^ four 
times twelve are forty-eight— that’s forty-eight 
guineas a week! — and one might add aootbCr 
twenty guineas for the letting of the uppes rooms I 
Only coneeive such a lodging-house 1 it would be a 
fortune in a single year I And the quantities of 
cold victuals that would be loft and never asked 
fori Why, if every lodger only left the leg of a 
fowl, and a single glass of wine in bis decanter, 
it would keep a regiment 1 And then too^ people 
living in such a house would never think of lock- 
ing their tea-caddies, and marking the cheese and 
the bread to see that the* ser\|uite didn’t touch 
them ! Ob, what a lodging-hoaee 1” 

Mrs. Macaulay was lost in mingled awe and 
woodermfint at the vasV field which she had thus 
opened te her own contemplation g and the pioba- 
that she would have ^e on won^ring 
a^jhl^fUa there were any more^ itairs to ascend, if 
thiSMMtio had been conducting her to the top 
of m'house. But as he halted on the first land« 
lag, and threw .open a door to announce in a very 
' land vMoe " Mrs. Mdcauiay,”— toe worthy woman 


suddenly regained her self-possession, and gathered 
herself together as it were for her appearance be* 
fore the twins. ' 

Although she had mustered the courage to pay 
this visit, she felt by no means certain with regard 
to the nature of the reception she should expe- 
rience. She knew that she might reckon upon 
being ^ived with civility: but judging the world 
accoHing to her own somewhaWeircumscribed no- 
tions^ she fancied that the young Duke would 
prove coldlv dignified and Lady Christina politely 
distant. Gseat was her surprise, therefore— and 
infinite her joy— when the young Duke and bis 
sister, hastening forward, caught each aehand, and 
gave her the kindest welcome. They had not 
seen her since their change of oircumstances t for 
immediately after the events at Oaklands Christian 
had taken up his abode at Marohmont House— 
and Lord Clandon, after his release from Newgate, 
had repaired to the same destination ; so that 
there had tbeen no occasion for our young hero to 
call at the lodging-house in Mortimer Street. 
When she found that^she thus experienoed so 
friimdly a reception, 3£rs. Macaulay could not keep 
ba» her tears; and she whimpered out her thanks, 
as well as her congratulations on the change of 
circumstanoes which had overtaken the twins. 

"Hear me I” she said, sinking down upon a sofa, 
" to think that 1 should l^Ve to see you, Muter 
Christian, a Duke— and you, Mus Christina, a 
lady 1 But I always thought there wu something 
distinguished about you both; and I said so to 
Mrs. Wanklin, and to Mrs. Chowley, which keeps 
the baby linen warehouse in the Tottenham Court 
Koad. Well, dear me I what strange things do 
happen in this life I You remember Captain Bluff, 
my lord P Well, he got promoted from a Graves- 
end steamer to a Margate one ; and then he wu 
so high and mighty that be refuud to marry Miw 
Chowley ; and so she went into hysterics,' while 
her mother went off to her lawyer. And then 
there wu an action for breuh of promise ; and I 
wu summoned as a witness to appear before the 
bigwigs at Westnfinster Hall. I’m sure 1 never 
should have passed through the ordml if it hadn’P 
been that 1 had previously taken a little drop of 
rum which my new lodger bad left in his bottle 
the niglv,t before.” 

" And pray bow did it all end P” uked Chris- 
tiag, with a smile. 

" Why, Captain Bluff proved that he bad nevd 
promised, but bad only thrown sbeep’s-eyu at the 
young lady. 8o he left the oourt triumphant, with 
a lot of Margate and Bamsgate steam- boat Cap- 
tains ; and they had a grand dinner at Blukwall 
— while Mrs. Chowley had to pay all the cuts. 
Ah I it loade a hole into the profits of the baby- 
linen, I can tell yott< But dear me^ to think that 
Mr. Bedoliffe should have been a lord after all— 
and that since he should have married a Quun I 
ho I’ve bad a real Hake and a real Lord living at 
my bouw; and all the neighbours look up to me 
u something very superior indeed.” 

" And what of your friend Mrs. SifkinP” uked 
Christian, etill speaking with a smile at Mrs. 

I Mamulay’s garruUty. 

"Oh 1 she and me arc more at loggefbeads thpn 
ever,” reeponded the worthy woman: "she’s so 
jealous and envious, you Ikmw I— and when ^ 
hears fkom the neighhoara how I've had the 
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hcnottroT twingveoelTad h«re to-dAy, Fm ium U Th» thiw wortIuM At ones mit thmft the porter 
will drif e her etArk itaring mAd, if Anything in both enUfod And eyed them ioipieioudwt wherait 
thie world mm/ I hetiteted a» fint whether to they drew themAelTee np with the mightint Ain 
oomeAnd pey my reepeote : but At hut I said to of importAnee— and with their eomewhAt dirty 
my new eenrant, laya I, 'Jane, Captoin Fhwher*— hande began etroking their bearda and pUying 
t^t’e my new lodger— 'Captain Flasher doein't with their mouetaebee. Then one of the gentle- 
dine at home to-day i so you may just giro me an men said to the porter^ "We sail be ealling for to 
early dinner off his eoM beef— which wop't keep ask for his Chraos^ de yong Doha of Jliaroh* 
till to-morrow— apd then I'll prank myself off and monh** 

go and call at Marohmont JSouse.*— Captain "HUGraoe is engaged," answered the porter 
Flasher is a very nice man, and doesn't think of somewhat ourtly, ^though he*was natorally a rery 
looking up the tea-caddy or decan|ing his own mril, obliging, and weli-behared man s tSf other- 
wine, or any meanness of that sort. Ah, my lord, wise he would not hare been retained in Ohria- 
you remember those odious Fohnsons, who had my tian’s serviee. 

second floor P Well, they're actually gone to lire " Den #e siUl be Ibr to wait^" said the indlridual 
with Mrs. Sifkin; and I'm so glad of itl It's who was acting as spokesman. "Ton not know 
almost the worst punishment I could wish the us. We raye great men in our own eottotvy>-^ 
woman for all her slander and bad conduct towards great men in our Faderland " 
myself. They'll punish her with^ their meanness, The porter looked as if he thought that it was a 
I’ll be bound 1" great pity they erer eame out of their Fatherlandt 

In this manner did Mrs. Macaulay rattle on for he wu by no means inclinfd to beliere that 
until the young Duke and Lady Christipa Virian they could be great personages in Bogland- 
began to get tired of her .gossip, —when they galh "You sail be haring de honour of knowing 
her luncheon ; and she shortly afterwgrds took her me, mine goot mani^" continued the spokesman. 
departure, bearing with her sereral presents lAioh " We are do Cherdier Chimbumen, de Lord Cham- 
the twins made her. On returning to her own berlain of dat high and mighty Prince de reigning 
abode, she purposely got up a wrangle with the Duke of Bfaae*Stolburt-Quotha. INa am de Che- 
cabman in respect to*tbe amount of the fare, in ralitr ICadger, de^Bquerry to de same Qiand 
order that she mightshare an opportunity of re- Duke; and die am de Count Frumpenbausen, de 
minding him orer and orer again, that she had Gold Tick to him Soyal fiighneie de rare aame 
been to Marohmont ‘House and back. Her object Gtand Duke." 

was thus to proclaim the fact not merely for the The haU>porter placed bia hand to his forahesd 
immediate behoof of her neighbours, but likewiae with a bewildered air, as all these magnificent titlee 
for that of psaaers-by : and when she had said the were ae mercilessly and orsrpowsringly hurled at 
same thing in a very loud voice a duaen times him t but still there was that eiceedingly unaristo- 
over, she ended by paying the cabman his full oratio odour infecting the atmosphere, and pro- 
demand, with sixpence extra,— a piece of gene- dueing with the unfortunate hall-pwter a sensation 
rosity on her part which must be taken as a proof of sickness. 

of the excellent humour into which her visit bed "What do these feUows want f” asked a powdered 
put her. lacquey, coming forward. " There 1 be off with 

A couple of days after the visit of Mrs. Macau- you, my good man," fie added, proffering the Che- 
lay, the young Duke of Marchmpnt was favoured valier Gumbinnen a few pence. "The police are 
with the company of some other old acquaintances, very strict in respeot to beggars and vagrants in 
It was about two o'clock where three individuals, Ibis quarter of the town ; and if you are taken up 
• of unmistakable foreign aspect, presented them- you will be sen^ to the Houee of Correotioo." 
selves at the entrance of the mansion in Belgrave " Beggars, begar 1" cried the Chevalier Gum- 
Square. Their "raiment was not remarkable for binnen, plunging his fingers into his whiskery 
any of those attractions wnich constitute "fashion" grasping t^m wildly, and tearing at them as if 
in respect to the masculine garb. On the contrary, they wer ^ mad. " De insult is one for which you 
it seemed as if the Holywell Street of somlk Qgnti- call be sent off vid one flea in your earl You^ 
mental city might be referred to as the source mans pot know us. We vare great men in our 
whenee emanated the garments of those three per- oountryi— we vare rich— we great lords— we belong 
sonsges. Truth compels us to declare that they to de Court of de btudder of your Prinoe Albert." 
looked as if they were the most devoted disoiples The footman stared at this announoamsnt for a 
of the Genius of Seediness. As for linen, an ex- moment ; but suddenly bursting out into a laugh, 
eaeding malioioasness might be inclined to repre- he said good-naturedly, " Well, you are three of 
sent that they wore none at all; though a more the rummest fellows for begging impostors that I 
obaritable surmise would only go to the extent ever saw 1" 

that it wes too dirty to be displayed. Their ooats The Chevalier Gumbinnen gave vent to bia rage 
were buttoned completely up to their throats ; and in another attacl^upon bis r^ whiskers i but the 
neither inside their sto^s of rusty black nor the Chevalier Ksdger etepped forward, preeentii^ a ^ 
sleeves of those ooats could the slightest glimpse very dirty oard, and saying, "You sail take die to 
be caught of linen, eelico, or long*cloth. At the your master, young mans ; and you sail soon see 
same time that they presented thebselves at the de wonderful effect, dis naoic sail be for pco- 
eotranoe of Marchmont House, the hall-porter be- during." 

eame aware of a somewhat strong odour, oom- " You bad batter take up the eard, John," said 
pounded of onions, tobaooo-smoke, and perspiia- anotbsr lacquey, who had just steppsd fcrwania 
tkon f and be made a wry fsoe, for his nostrils ware .and who spoke these wor& in an audihl* tone, 
unaoeustomed to cuchaaoent in the aristuoratic "1 have heard somolhiDg of thaaa fisUona ht« 
tigion of Balgravo Bquaio. fora." 
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The fdoftBMB to wliom the otrd wee ^iven, ee- 
fordln^rl j took It up to the drewin^-rooui where 
Chrietien wm leated,— Christina beini; engaged 
with aome joung ladj-friends in the maiie«rooa 
nt the time. 

Our joung hero wae astonithed as well at an- 
noyed to find that hie former acqaaintanoet of 
Mirart'e Hotel bad turned up again. He howefer 
thought it would be too discourteoua to refuae to 
grant them an interriew { and he bade the foot* 
man conduct them up to the drv'infi*rooffl. The 
three Qermana accordingly made their appearanoe 
—and a rerj ehabbj one it wu. The young Duke 
of Marohmont could not help thinking t^at if they 
were really etill attached to the hontohold of the 
reigning Sotereign of Maze-Btolburg-Quotha, the 
fortunes of that high and mighty potontate mutt 
hare experienced conciderabto dilapidation. But 
he had not many inatanta for any dMiberate reflec- 
tion at all,— inaemuch aa the Ghe?alier Gumbinnen 
darted forward and aeiaed Ohiiatian in aa embrace, 
with which, coniidering the mingled ^rour of 
onions, cubaa, taiA per^iratlon, he could has! rery 
well diapenaed. 

"Mine rare goot Mendl" exclaimed the Ohe- 
▼aKer : " you call he for brMking mine heart with 
Tare great Joy for again to We yea !** 

'^egarl hie Or ace sail hav much improTodl 
Him quite de great nobleman !**— and now it was 
the Cheralier Eadger who took hie turn in bestow- 
ing an affectionate embrace. 

"Mine noble friends I mlhe rare goot friends 1" 
cried Frumphenhauaen, preparing to Inflict the 
same token of warm feeling towards the young 
Duke : but he was disappointed— for Ohriatiaii, 
finding these compliments to be intolerable, hastily i 
stepped behind the table; and pointing to chairs, 
requested his three riaitors to be seated. 

The OhoTslier Gumbinnen— who at the time of 
tbeir former acquaintance cOUld scarcely apeak a 
word of English, but who nad since picked up a 
crude smattering thereof— continued to net as 
•pokesman.* • He explained bow delighted himself 
and his companions were when on arriving III 
England a few days back, they accidentally learnt 
that the former secretary to their illustrious 
master wae now Duke of Marohmont. The Cheva- 
lier went on to say that the reigning Duke of 
Maxe-Stolburg-Quotha was coming in tW course 
• of the week to paps some little time in the British 
metropolis; and that his Boyal Highnfse had 
therefore sent over th ice three oflleere of las houee- 
hold to have everything in readiness at Mivart’a 
Hotel by the time of Ms arrival. Hence their 
presence in London ; and as a matter of conrae 
(aoeordiog to the Chevalier Gumbinnen’e account) 
they eonld not possibly avoid the pleasure of pay- 
ing their reepeote to the Duke of Marchmont. 

Christian Hatenod with a eold reserve t for he 
knew very well that Gumbinnep, though in Bog- 
I land a Chevalier and a Lord Chamberlain, was 
' when in Germany nothing but a valet— that the 
Chevalier Eadger, in Ikigland an equeMrv, was in 
Ctarmany a foitman—and that Frumpenhaaean, a 
CuUflt and a G<iUt Stick when on his travels^ was 
hie own native land a lacqbey with a brass- 
hi^ed cane. The young Duke of Marohmont 
moreover knew that theie beggarly fellows were 
capable of any cseenneee in order to obtain money 
or refrechmonte; tnd that although they eoidd 


not help their mieerable poverty yet that they 
had no right to aseumo the iitloe aad the eonea* 
quence which tho^ effeotod on the Britieh soil. He 
waa resolved therefore not to offer them eo mueb 
even as a glaic of wine, nor to give them any an* 
eouragement to renew their visit, 

"You vare nice houie here, milor,** laid the 
Chevalier Gumbinnen, looking around tho room. 

" You sail be romembering de ^ttlea of wino wt j 
wae used to drinl^ togoder when we wae eueb vart 
goot foiende. Ah, mine geot lord I dat was at 
hotel t but nqw yon eeU be beving de wine in yeur 
own oellar ; and all you sail have to do ie just fbr 
to ring de bel^ aad nfl eomee the ohamp|gne. It j 
vare hot to-day— and me vare tirity.’* 

" Degar ! it sail be vare hot,’* said tho Cheva- 
lier Eadger; "and dat— how yon call itf— do 
loneh which we sail have eaten was vaie salt. We 
sail be vare d(yl Yee— biminell mo be tirity 
as de dayvil.'* 

Not choq^ng to take any of these hiati, Chris- 
tian said„" I saw your friend Baron Bsggidbak 
fome time ago, in a eondition— " 

" Ah ! dabBsggidbak vara groat raikal I" e}aett- 
latsih Gambinnent "him groat aoamp-*bitt big 
tief— him vara bad man indeed I" 

"Him dam badl" added the Cbevalier Eadger 
emphatically. * 

" Him make way wid de splendid harness of 
hie Boyal Highneml" cried Frampcnhausen. 

"I believe," said Christian, very quietly nd* 
dressing himself to the Count, "that you had 
some little unpleasant adventure at Buckingham 
Palace on the night of the etttqier F— or at least 
such was the rumour on the occasion." 

" It all lies I" exoUimed Frumpenhausen, oolonr- 
ing tremendously. " Do peoples sail be vara loan- 
daloue at times about ue great folks. De Inglie 
newspapers vara wicked I dey tell do great lieal 
If dey waa in our Faderland, dey go to gaol, and 
do journala dey sail be— what you eall ;#P— aup- 
preesed I Me tall your lordship one great, groat 
I teoret," continued FrumpeahHOsen, asaumiog a 
I moat confidential air. " Hia Boyal Highneaa onr 
Grand Duke he sail be coming over to die oounlrvc 
^for to make de repreaeotatione— you underatand, 
milor F— to hia vare goot brudder de Prince Albert^ 
dat de Ipglia prem too free ; and yon tall be for 
seeing dat de Prince Albert Use hie influenoo wid 
de [^bhrnment to put down your free prese." 

"Never I" exelaimed Christian warmly. "If 
the reigning Duke of Maxe-Stolburg-Quotha en- 
tertains such an idea, he never was more mistaken 
in bU life. As for me, I am without pisjudieee : 
but since you have amumed an air of confidence, 1 
mast tell you very plainly that judging from what 
I saw o^ yoar master when 1 was in his servias^ 
the less firequently ho visits the British realm, tka 
more agraeable ought it to bo to tho British 
people." 

"Varagootl van goot I" oielaiined the Che- 
valier Gumbinnen. " De ofteaer be sail oomo to 
England, de more agreeable to do Britieh peoples I 
Dat is exbell^t I But salt I ring de hell, milor, 
for dat wino yon woe so kind for to oflbr ne wn 
are eo tirety P* 

" i must tell yon very frankly," answered the 
Duke of Ifunhmonl^ riling from hie eent^ " thnl X 
hnve no loDger any time to beeiow upon yon." 

"Vara goot!" exclMined the Chovaller Gmm* 
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tBi mmiins o» m oom. 


'•dtl Ig gMlIeftI t Tou vAre lorry, mllor, 
jm doe mH be m fMobut. dee, «e im> 

ificmde. Ab, bed«r I m forgo! «« putiei Me 
bete KMbe tiag! lo buy for hfiBo^ HUaeMt 
eid yodr Qrdcb lell be lofeot at to be for Mlb#!o 
je«d Me de dte gtiilMe I teH be ihntitig." 

•» Tee mist eppljr lo soom one ehe as your 
beaker * aaeBared Okrktiaa ooldly. 

•«Abl ettb gOotr* eried tbe Obeealier Gam* 

binnen: <<weiallbefoagebigiddebtiiketl Wa 
eall ba ted late I aadaeaaH be for takiag de eab. 
TottrGrMeaU Imiegootaito ledd uideloeae 
iUeer for to pay for de eab.*; 

Obrliilka dtidainfolly toued aome ^eer apoa 
tbe «aUe; asd there aae immediately a ecramble 
«a the part of tfaote high offieere attaehed to the 
GbOM of tbe leigaiag Duke of Mate^Stolbarg* 
Gttotba. Oar youeg hero, fatfiaiiely diagaaled. 


Obriatinano oioM: be! after aifbile be met bet 
again at MarebmoDt Hooae; and the lateteal h* 
had at drat experteneed in her, <|iiiekly expanded 
into a atili male ten i r feelhigi 
Notr HI hia tnenty^ifob yaai^ Mobert Blaaley 
eraa raflmrkably haodieiiei Mia conotenanee not 
OH^ poeaaiMd the peifoettoli of moMoKne bninty 
•^ttt it Hkewiaa aeaaeed ni n mleroe to refleel all 
thegeneionaenMlioiiiofhiaecwd. Ofthehighmt 
prineipK of natembbad tapoMon, af n ioAy 
inteUigeaeei aad^etfomlaalliig aumiiiii«i*aa weH 
aa biiflg the bab toa iraaMiy baraoaCey**-OaptalH 
btanlayttifl^thafe almoal made hia own obeiaeof 
n dife adMlgal the baautim of the aaeiett vbiek 
by hie peeltidn he foe^einledi bul never witii be 
beheld Obfriitiaa bad be Mjen ene of bit een wbe 
made aiy Impraitioii ilpei bli baarA I! traa 
therefoid a foil lova ibadlm dew cnpeiiaoeedr 


to him by ber many amiable g natt t fon. 

A etrdag friaofobip badlfrnaidpbeiiMintba 
young Oiibe ef llafelMnaat ani^tain foanlay | 
and tho latter tbetefoie glad^ aeiilM bkmelf ef 
thii eiteamelimoa to elih foe^ailt at tba man« 
fien itt Belgrade Sgofoe. Tht tegbnent to wE^ 


I 

.] 


rang the bell eomewhat violeuily, and walked to and tbe aMrd hi was ibefoad to etndy tbn etaa* 
tbe window. Tbe Oounl nud the two Chetaliert raocer ahd dikpoaltlon et the yrnang Bubo of 
ifoo^ tbeir taieda at one nnocber, aewnuoh ae to Mambftoat'a abter, tbe tNdlet did be nppreobto 
amply that they had got idl they could eepiot from her worth, and lha more did ebb beoama eadaaiad 
tbe young nobleman I and they aoeordingly took 
their departure foott Marehmont Hodm. Adjmifn. 

!■! to some lureni in the neighbourhood, they 
forthwith began to regale themtelfea on tobaeeo 
and pete of beer-^inyrbieh refoeihmente they at* 
pended the whole q( the memey received from 
Cbriitian. 

It Wit petfoelly true that they had eeme to pre- 
pare the way for the arrival of that wretched ducal 
pauper, the master whom they aerted; end were it 
not that the proprietor of MlviTt'l Hotel wae 
afraid of oflbnding the British Court and Aris- 
tocracy, apartments in that establiihment would 
Hof bate been placed at the disposal of the reign- 
ing Duke of Mjme-Stolburg'Quotha end his suito 
if beggarly tatterdomaliotts. Wo should add that 
the fellow calling himself Count Frumpeohauieii, 
had been reinstated in the fovour of the Grand 
Duke afoer the eupper-adtenturo at Baskingbam 
Palace, and that on coming over to England on 
this pNBont oocatioD it was hoped that inofdent 
Would have been forgotten. Great therefore was 
the vexation of the two Oheraliers and Count on 
folding that the young Duke of Marehmont made 
tliuii(m thereto in lo pointed a manner. 


OHAFTEB 0|.L 

CAPTAIN aVANUT* 

Tsi taadet oanhol have forgotten hoW Oaptaih 
8ta*ley reeoued Ohriitina from the power of the 
Barker in the line near Bhnibbery Villa, Nottiug 
Sill. The young officer was at once amitten with 
a ftelhig of interest oh behalf of that beauteoue 
girl; and he had adieitod permimion to call at the 
fiHm Ohriilitta had allured him that Qaeon In- 
dm wuuM give him a welftOme rgoeption] and 
she thni^ with the stifoteit propriety and modesty, 

•voMad the etteoutagemeht of a vldl to herself 
But almost immedialely after that fn- 
aideat which randared them acquaintod, dime the 
hurtiOami of arenta that Waa so aoeompinh so What Sir Wlllum waa a man of consldtiable in* 

^ n eiiatagA in the etrsumitances of the fiuenoe ia the nurtheni eottutisi,‘--mm ot wUeh ba 

Ibr aemb few weoke Oeptain Stanley saw had until within the bwt fow jeara repfumdtai hi 


Thtrugfowne 
he belonged wea no# quartered at Mounslew j aad 
therefore aehoil side at any lima took foe young 
offleer to Merohment Haum. Mbtwitbehinding 
the emly franhaam ef bla dtspeshlMw fo«e waa 
a eoBiihrabla degiee of diffiienea aasoeiatad with 
thafeeUcmiuthisloieforOtiriaiiia. Theoalnral 
^elioaey w Ua aaM merdevit e a g g asted to bttn 
that ha ought not to prsibr hie attenlioae too 
pointedly wMli Iho young lady etfll woio o deep 
mourning gifo on acooint of tho inoidoata that 
bid tetoly occurred at Ookbuidai aad the aamo 
reocon precented hlUmfrom eonfldentiaUy whiepor^ 
ing to her brother that ber beauty and bar (piod 
qualitioB bad made oo strong an impraosion upon 
* 11 ! heart. Thui^ aa sevartl weeka* |lwaed on, tbo 
/oung Duke of Mirehmont ftispoeted not that 
Bobert Sumley*waa onamoured of his sister | whild 
liudy Obristina Virian herself was equally unsua- 
pkious that aha had that become the otjeet of bis 
attachment.* 

Six knontbe bad no# elapiad linee the meuMi- , 
nble eventa at Oakland! ; and the ptried flaed for 
the Doptiila of tho young Duke of Marohimt 
and l£ns laabella Vincent waa oloae at hand. 
Previoua to tho arrival of the happy aaomen^ 
Ohrietian reaolfed to pasa a week or ton days ae 
Oakland!, that he might there eatertain a isleet 
party of hit numeroas friends. Christina aa a 
matter of course ocoompaaied her brother; and 
amongst the guests ware Sir Edgar and Lady 
Beverley, Sir Prederiek and Indy Aaaiiatia 
Latham, and Captain' Stanley. Imbella Vioeent 
was rsmoiniog at her moulra at XeneiagtoD, in 
company with an eldofiy fomaU iclativck mtkiog 
preporatiohe for the briMi Sir WiiUam Stanley 
was invited to joiu the party at Oakbrnds^bntba 
had previously boon satninoiMd to London by the 
GoVerooBeat^ imae purpose with whlah bis 
•OB remained unacquointodf We should observa 
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nra KTBTroiii of tbi ooubt. 


teliMMiili bnt hftfing been oompelled to Tiiit 
lodin, he hed nt the time gifen up hie eenttonai 
dutiei^ and eiiioe hie return from the Seat hud 
found no opportunitj of reeuming them. 

When the pertj nieemhled itOaklnndi^ Otptoin 
Stunlej began to think that the time had now 
arrieed when he might with proprietj afford indi* i 
eationa that he aap^rd to Gh^tina*a hand. The | 
nuptiala of the young Duke were approaohing— ! 
the period for monming wee expiring— there wee | 
gaiety at the ducal country eeat rand Stanley oon- 1 
cider^ that it waa no longer neeeaaary to Teil hie 
feelinga towarda Chriadna ao atudioualy aa he had | 
hitherto done. Be it .ynderetood that he waa ; 
utterly unaequainted with ererything that had ; 
paeaed between hereelf and Lord Ootafian Mere* 
dithi he knew not that h« affcetiona had erer 
been in the alighteib.dcgree engaged j and though 
he had aa yet no reaMh to flatter hiaualf that he 
had made any impteeaion> upon her hearty he nefer* 
theleae imaginefl .the flald to be fldrly o]^ hr ao 
honourable opuiirii^ Ha refleeted, howere% that 
a lady of Chi^ilihi^a eank«-tha aiater of a Bake— 
might wall aapfrt 40 S, aUiaaoe ] and that both 

abe and her b tatl i pr might look forward to the 
time whan ao arSatoeratio ooronat aright bj mar- 
riage graeb' haa bapwa- Bat on the other hand 
Bobert Stanley Ilkawiae kneaP that OhriaCina had 
no ambitioni and that where aheflxed her affeo- 
tion% ahe would heatow her hand. He waa like- 
wiae aware that her brother woold eonaolt her hap- 
pioeaa rather than her intafeata in a more worldly 
aenaei and thuahe hid m fmr that hia addreaaei 
would be repudiated on the ground that Lady 
Ohriatina Tifian aimed at a lefkiir allianee. 

It waa on the aaeond morning after the arriral 
of the party at OaUanda, that Ohriatina roae early 
and rambled fbrthliy heraelf In thegrounde. The 
apring aeaaon waa ytoldiug to the warmer influence 
of aummeri nature waa al^narillng around her : 
the apaoioaa gardena ware emballiahed with the 
ohoiceat floral beautiea--tiie bhda ware carolling 
blithely in<the*traaa—the feuntaiaa were catcbiM 
in their oryatal jeta the beama of the orient aun. 
The dew waa atill upon the gradit there waa a 
aweet freahneaa in the air ; and the young lady felt 
her apirita riae aa ahe paawd through Ihoae beau- 
tad|h grounda belonging to the imdfrnoB domain 
that owned the lordabip of her brother. Proceed- 
ing beyond the garden^ abe entered the fielda— add 
inaenaibly oontinued her ramble farther than ahe 
had iatended when flrat aetting out. Preaently 
ahe reached a atUe, at which point abe halted to 
aurrey the undulating landacape that lay beyond 
— wbm all of a audden ao atrange aflgure emerged 
from behind the hedge that I^y Ohriatina waa 
atartled, and almoat affrighted. 

Tbia waa a tall woman wboae emaciated frame 
waa wrapped in the raga of beggary. In reality 
ahe waa not forty yeara of age xcbut abe looked at 
leaat fifty— ao terrible were the raragea which 
houaelaaa wanderingi^ care, miaery, and prif ation 
had made upon her. Bbe waa emaciated to auch 
a dagraa that there aeemed to be naught but akin 
upon bar Jtonea i her ebeeka had fallen in— her 
eyceitaMU deeply aet in their oaremoua aocketa— 
al^hiw hair waa griaaled. In reapeot to garmenta 
-^'mcre raga ooirid be au denominated— they wem 
unlyjaat euffirient for the purpoaea of deceney. 
Butthewi waa not only miamy expreaaed in the 


appeamce of thia creature | there waa alao a cer- 
tain wildneaa of link which ^apoke incipient mad- 
neaa or riae a reokleaa deaperation. But there waa 
atill in her dark eyea a remnant of the light whiab 
had belonged to them in other daya i— and when, 

; on ao auddenJy atarting up from behind the hedges 
abe flung her glaneea on Ohriatina^ there waaaome- 
thing which appeared ao threatening in them that 
it waa no wonder if the young ludy folt atill more 
frightened than ahe eren waa at flrat. 

Ohriatina flunga look around ; ahe waa at aeon- 
aiderable diatunoe from the manaioa ; and no other 
human being but thia ^horrible woman wu within 
eight. Ohriatina waa amitten with the adread of 
bring expoaed to the fury of aome dangeroua 
lunatioi and though by no meana inoli^ to 
childiah terrora, yet ane could not help wiahing 
that riie had not wandered ao for from home. It 
waa howerer aatmuoh from charitable motiTca aa 
from thia feeling of apprehenaion that Ohriatina 
haatily thrust her hand into her pocket to^draw 
fprth her*purae ; and taking thence two or three 
pieoea of rilver, abe proflbr^ them to the woman. 
Butrin ao doing ahe showed that her puree con- 
tained gold aa well : and on raising her looks to- 
wards the wretched stranger’s countenance, her 
feara were all rerired or rqjlher moat poignantly 
enhanoed at the manner in which the woman waa 
now aurreying her. ^ 

" You belong to that proud mansion,” said the 
woman; "and you are Lady Ohriatina Yirian. 
You know not how much both you and your 
brother are indebted to me for the recotery of your 
rights. But if you did know it^ you would not 
offer me— or at least you ought not to offer me 
those miserable silrer coins when your purse con- 
tains so much gold 1” 

” Who can you possibly be," asked Christina in 
astonishment, " that you in any way contributed 
to the results of which you bare spoken P -Show 
me that you really did what you proclaim s — ” 

" Ah, I spoke-foolishly I” ejaculated the woman : 
"it is not for me to tell you who 1 aoi. But by 
my appearance y<m can judge enough,” she con- 
tinued, with deep concentrated bitterness, “to« 
understand that 1 am not amongst the fortunate 
ones of this life. For months past 1 hare endured 
sufficient misery to crush the rery life out of me,— 
a miseiT so great that if its amount were divided 
amengst a dosen different people, the proportion 
would still be intolerable for each I "How oftes. 
think you, y'^uag lady, that within those months 
of which 1 am speaking 1 have closed my eyes in 
rest beneath a sheltering roof P How often, think 
you, that I have sunk down exhausted beneath 
hedges or haystacks— or dragged myself painfully 
through* fields or along roads the live-long night P 
And during the whole winter how much frightful 
wretchedness do you think has been mineP But 
no matter ! You rich and great ones think little 
of the sufferings of your felb)w-oreatures— ” 

"This is not altogether true,” answered Chris- 
tina, gently ^and compassionately. "I can with- 
out the imputation of vanity or unmerited self- 
applause deriare that never has either my brother 
or rayself become aware of a ease of distress with- 
out alleviating it.” • 

" Then give me that gold I” cried the woman 
sharply,—" that gold which is in your pursel You 
never knew a case of distress ao bitter as ariuel 




'ill'!"* 
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Give mt Ih^ gold, Z laj— or Dy heoriii, I will tto 
if from JOB !" 

CliriitiiiB oil in BD initant reooffrred thmt ipirit 
which WM natural Co her; and ai there was now a 
look of hardened effrontery and menace in the 
eountenanoe of the woman, our young heroine was 
determined not to yield to intimidation. ^ 

" I will not giro you this gold/' she responded. 
*Take, if you will, the silrer llhat 1 hare proffered 
you for your imm^iate neoessities^eome to Oak- 
lands in the oourse of the day— eonTinee my 
hfother end myself that yon hare upon us the 
daims you ere now alluM to— and ererything 
shall be done for you." • 

" I will not come to OaUands— but Z will huTO 
that gold I" ydled forth the woman x and the next 
tDstant she rarang over the stile. 

Christina* tunud and fled precipitously i for 
thaN was all the frroelous wildness of a tiger-cat 
hi the look of that woman. The latter sped In 
Ho, fli.— ffovBM Snnai 


pursuit; and In a tbrnwoieBts shedutehed Chris- 
tina's sBoulder. A scream burst from the young 
lady's li]^ t but at the same Instant some one was 
seen mshlng'towards the spot— and Captain fltan- 
liy appeared upon thesoene. It was now. the 
woman who turned to flyx but Stanley rushed 
after her. She stopped short and eonfrontea 
him. 

"Dare to touch me^" she ei 0 laamed» "and Z 
will tear your free as ff with the daws of a iHld 
beastl* • 

I " Sorry am I," answered Captain Stanley, " to 
I be compelled to lay my hai^ upon a womant but 
you shA'not eseape me thus I" 

A labouring man how made hb appearanee at 
the stile; and on. peresifing the alcereatioB^ he 
rushed to the spot. 

" Secure this wossan I" said Stanley. 

” The inlhrlate ersature made a bound at dm 
young dflesr I bnl she stumbled and fdi; and tikn 
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I pMwnft ipiteaUiiieoasly leeared her. Beaiatanee dei^ree of oonllding friendship upon him who had 
on her part was rain ; for the man's brawny arms delirered her from the riolenee of a desperate 
being thrown aniund her, pinioned her lank arms woman* His (Qres were fixed admiringly apon 
to hm aide and held her powerlesst her t ehil pet there was in his gaxe all that re- 

Captain Stanley hastily aeoosied Ohrlittna, and smtfiilheta which isaoeiates itself with the lore 
liimt from the young lady'a lips ererything that of an hottontable man for a chaste and rirtuoua 
had passed between herself and the woman. As maiden. 

Stanley listened, an idea flashed to hii mind. Who "Lady Christina," he |a{d, in a low, gentle, but 
oonid the woman be but Barbara Smodley P She earnest tone, " will you permit gie to offer you the 
had for some time hpen miesing— Stanley had read homage of that heart which has learnt to appreciate 
the handbills offering a reward for her apprehension all your excellent qualitiec f Ob, deem not the mo- 
—he remembered the deecription given ot her— ment inopportune 1— and think not for an instant 
tnd despite the ohaage which misery atid priration that 1 am so ungeneroue as to efidearour to avail 
had wrought in the ntardereas, there sWas atilt a myself of the little sbniee ^hieh hae he^ deemed 
sufficient remnatti of bq# former etflf to Justify the worthy of your thanks I Let me assure you that I 
belief that she Sii tbtUentical one who had Just from the first instant Sre ever met in the neigh- | 
been orerpoisesidk Ihtideii, thste wen nd other bourhood of LondoOi I bare entertained for you I 
way of aoeoWItilll fotf th» words tM| she ha^ Sled, the deepest intaCSIb^thi highest admiration— and 
to the effect that sM M Ibnlribltled materially In permit me no#Jlo M the tUicereat lore. Tell me^ 
the Bueoese and fi n t t w imnilt of the olalms of the Lady ChristinA-^mhy t tetitiire to hope P" 
twine. We bans alHint|y isld that the young maiden 

"Tei| it Btiljk ni mP eislaimea ^s hitherto loUlly ttttnsrnre of the sentiment with 

Stanley afteS ijN filSmentS' SSflootioih ^ That which she had inspiMd ItobSrt Stanley. When 
womiil, Lady JWMSfo is ndSa othSS than the Ih^efore hh began to address her in those terms, 
wife of a mak nridenei befoSi the Com- the was filled With attoUbhmeht and confusion i 

mittee of Jp||(iiiniimt mean Ihi eonvlet Smed- she could not gltn utterance to a word that might 
L check him at ihl outlet* He felt her hand tremble 

Our herotinMibe paler 'tbUl sht Uraa before ae it delicately retied bysn 'ois arm j and his heart 
on hearing rilililiftottnoementt aiSihecaid, ** Oh, beat with joy it the idim tbdt he was not an object 
Captain StfiMtyi.how can t sUlftoithtly thank of indifference to her, But when ho had ceased 
you for hatbUnllttvered mUfimm each h wretch P** speaking, that hatnl was nithdrawn from his arm ; 

" Womaii^CiH list Clappti dfialti approaebing and Christina's ooutttehaUoe became deeply serious, I 
Barbarm«*lb» ahW lidiipt m %ia^" 1 kno# who at the came time hifing an expression of pain and 
you are. HsateS bfil niilftM that the day df re- regret. 

tribtttion ehosud aritfU at laclr "Captain Stanleyi** Ihe replied^ "I scarcely 

" lfool-*4diot that 1 aoteittad forth the knew in nhat terms In boueh the answer that £ 
srrelehed creature^ ^ for uttetlng a Word that petdd am Compelled to gire you* BoUere me, I am not 
betray me I Bit ia well iBH npOM^the gallowi as insensible of the fiattcrlng eompUmoct conveyed 
perish by startakhUi I AM yeih^ tbe ocntinuedi by such a proposal t but itU| 1 cannot accept 
now assuming a Idok and^^lsis Of asMaL "you lir 

might show mercy Upott i»b for if I The young officer was ac ttUeh aslonlbed as he • 

had not preserved tficae pa|aHhl wUe|l contained was grieved. He bad not foreseen a refusal : bo ' 
the mystery of yoat awrliast dayb tmither you nor had not anticipated it. Without any undue 
your brother would pekhapa hate l U CSieded*-— ^ vanity, be had befieved in the certain suocess of hie 
" Silence 1" exeudmed Stanley indignantly, suit. The refusal itself was oonveyed in language 
" Make no merit of whit you did. Ifor purpotes so reterved and ambiguoue that it corresponded •' 
of extortion did you keep those papers I" not with the usual candour of Christina’s conduct 

Two or three other labouring menl^bp were on and disposition. That she was not engaged to 
j the way to their work, now m^o their appearanoe another, he felt morally certain ; for if euch en- 
upon tto spot I and at the woman was evidenVly gagement existed, why should it be kept secret P 
of the most desperate character, Captaim Stanley And again, if ehe loved another without as ypt 
considered that she could not WetooMrongan being formallja engaged, would she hot In her 
escort. He therefore ordered these men to con- frankness have proclaimed the fact in order to 
duct her to Ihe village, and there consign her into mitigate the mortification occasioned by this re- 
the hands of a oonstable ; so that a Justice of the fusal P Bat to refuse without alleging a reason, 
peace might take cognisance of the case in the was an act ao different from the idea he had 
oourte of the day. Bab Smedley poured forth a formed'of her oharaoter, that he was astonished at 
▼ollej of the most terrible imprecations } and Gap- the same time tbatihis manly pride was necessarily 
tan Stanley, proffering Chrietina his arm, hurried wounded* 

the you. 4 ^y off. This was the second time that " Your ladyship will at least pardon me^" be 
he h«l vender^ car heroine • most important ser- said, at lost breaking silence, " for having ventured 
vice; and ehe renewed in suitable terms the ex- to address you in such terms— 

; preiaion of her gratitftde. Was not this an oppor- " 1 think. Captain Stanley,** she intemtpted him, 

tunilynf which an admirer*woald take advantage P "that the way in which I answtred yon, must 
andCbiWna looked so eminently beautiful, with have mffioientlj proven that I felt honoured and 
^ tuih of exeitement now aiiperieding the pale- flattered by your preference j and therefore 1 could 
of receat terror, that ihe young ofiker felt not be offended. Ho I— believe me, t nm not t 1 
tibdre enaawured of her if pcisible than aver. She feel— 1 know that I opght to be more expUciti 
had' aoeepted-bie arm 1 but it was natnral under bu t——* ' 

tho oiroumetanoee that ehe ehould beetow this She stopped ahorl^and theteara bhgfin tc triokle 
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down' h«r oheoki. Sbo hMiily brkuhad them awnj; 
nad with a euile of the most amiable iogenuoaa- 
neu, she proffered her hand, eayiog, **Let ui eon- 
tinue friends. You are the friend of my brother 
—you must be my friend likewise; aod 1 shall 
Dover fail to entertain a grateful sense of the eer- 
bioes which you have rendered me.” 

”Ye8,” said Captain Stanley, ”we will be 
friends :”-^d with an eipression uf manly frank- 
neas upon bis eountenanoe, blending likewiea with 
joy, he aooepted and warmly pressed the hand 
which was tendered him. e 

A conjecture— railed np in hie mind by the 
taliimanig touoh of hepe*e oAative wand— diffueed 
that joy over hie feature. Ha fancied that be 
h.id euddenly read the mystery of Cbrietina'a eon- 
daot. She felt that the did not as yet love him 
euffioiently to accept his salt ; but she already re- 
garded him as a friend ; and when she came to 
know him better, this feeling of friendship might 
expand into a more tender a ntiment.* Such was 
the ouostruction which Kobert Stanley put upof 
hor behaviour ^ and it was natural enough. His 
priile ceased to be wounded— his sense of 
cation was set at rest— his astuaishment vanished ; 
and he waa enabled at onoe to begin cooveraing on 
general topics with tl^ easy well-bred familiarity 
of friendship. On the other hand, Christina 
thought that hor couf^anion was only pursuing 
the course which was proper, manly, and delicate 
after the refusal ho had just experienced; and 
though she felt deeply for him. yet she was well 
pleased at the idea that ha had made up his mind 
to endure bis diseppuiutment phiiosopliically and 
fuuragoously. 

They returned to the mansion— where the other 
guests were already assornhled, with the young 
Duke, in the breakfaet-parJour ; aud the adventure 
with ilarbara Saie<Uuy was related to them. Chris- 
tian warmly thanked Stanley for the servioe he 
' had rendered his sister ; aod the impression left 
upon the minds of those to whom Ibo incident bad 
just been related, was to the effect that accident 
had taken Stanley in his moroiUg ramble to the 
wpot where his prosmeo was so much needed at 
(he instant. Hut the reeder has doubtless oompre- 
hondod that the young ofQcer bad seen Christina 
proceed in that particular dirovtiou ; and ^ he had 
purposely directed his stops in the same path that 
be might avaU himself of the opportunity to plead 
Ijis suit. * 

In the middle of breakfast the letters wore 
brought in by a footman and laid upon the table. 
Thera wgs one for Captain Stanley. He recog- 
nised his father’s handwriting, and immediately 
opened it. ^oy overspread his countenance: for 
that epUtle conveyed a piece of intelligeode wbioh 
Beamed ^o furnish him with a stronger claim to the 
hand of Christina than that wbivh, aouordiog to 
hie own 1 ea, he could have previously asserted. 
Sir William Stanley bad been raised to the Feersge : 
he wee now Lord Vandeleur ; and bit son wge the 
Hon. Captain Stanley. 

On eommanieatmg thia iptelhgenoe, the young 
ofilBer received the oongratulatioue of all piCMOt ; 
ara after breakfect he sought an opportunity of 
speaking tleoe with the young Puke of Mareh- 
mont. They retired together to the library 5 and 
the Hon. OapUin Stanley then eaid, ” I have taken 
thogarlieet opportuniiu make you acquaiuied 


that eometbing hu ooearred this iBoi|iing, and 
whieh must not be kept eeoret from your ears.” 

Christian lookad astoniahed; and thia sucpfiie 
OB hii part waa indeed moat unfeigned. 

** To lee your sitter,” eoatinoed Stanley, ” waa 
to admire her t to know her wee to learn to love 
her. May 1 hope, my dehr friend, that yon will 
not consider me too boldly presoinptiioue in asplr. 
tog to the hand of Lady Ohriitina Yivian 

” Then yon have spoken ^ my ciitet on the 
Bttbjeot f** asked Shrietian gniokly. 

”1 have,^* replied Stanley. 

o And her answer f” ceid llm young Bokm witk 
•ttspenaa nibribly depleted on bit eeuntenanoe. 

”Lady ChrUtfoa bac lefused me^’^ rejoined the 
Hon. Captain Stanly; ”kut*Bet in euoh Cerme 
that forbid <ne from'entertaining a hope. Me- 
thinks that I ean read Lady Obiiatina*i aantimentt 
anght. Sba wiS nat wedl wbata the dota not feel 
her heart to be thoioogbly engaged 1 and ae yet 
she experiences for me no aentiueat fender than 
feiendship. Have I, my dear feiend« your permit- 
sion te eoek to render miitif aeeaptabU to your 
sister f As a man of honour, 1 oontidered it expe- 
dient to oomult you upon the akbjeat with the 
least possible delay • 

Christian leieeted dft ply and ceriouilv for some 
moments ; and et be thus appeared to hesitate 
what answer ha sheuld giye, SfaBiay*a actomsh- 
ment began to revive, aa well aa bit tens# of mor- 
tification. After all, was it possible that the 
obaracter of the ^wins waa diSsreat from the 
estimatbn he hid fetmed of it?— were they in- 
deed so proud of their newly aequiied rank that 
Lady Cbriatioa would only aeeapt the suit of some 
personage bearing a lofty title ? Such was the 
•uspieiun whieb began cteaiinf into Hebert Stan- 
ley’s mind ; an^d bis feelings ware growing more 
and more hurt,* when Christian suddenly addressed 
him. * 

** Before we iay anoUtor word upon the snljeot^** 
be exclaimed, suffer me to have n few minutesf 
discourse with my sister.” * * • 

^Stanley bowed with a slight degree of cbldnses^ 
and wai abouteto retire, when the young Puke, 
aeizing him by tbe baua, exclaimed with an air of 
much ooncero, and even of distress^ ” You must 
not for |D Smtant euppose that X am hesitating 
what dnswer to give you so far as the aubjeet per- 
atfiially regards youreelf. Buliove me, my dear 
Stanley.»notbing would afford me greater pleaaurn 
—Ob, yfs ! a real joy,” oried tbe young Puke 
eothuuaslicaUy,— ” nothing; 1 repeat, would mom 
j delight me than that the tiea of friendship which 
already unite us should be strengthened by eiiflli 
an alliance. But—" 

<*Nqt another word of exphuation, my dagv 
Marohmoot!’* qjaoulatod Stanley, iofinitolyrelievid 
by Christian’s frankness. ** There m^y be femilj 
^Qcrete— ^And besides, it ia natural— it is Ptopav 
that you should be deairoua to ooneult youx 
siater.’* 

Having thus spoken, Sfefinlay hurried from tbn 
room. Gbrutian unme^tely afterwards sought 
hie sister in her boudoir, to which abe had reti^ 
He found Obristind seated in a pensive mood 1 iiv 
deed her tboughto were so pcofoundly absorbed In 
their topie; that abu did not bear the door np#P- 
la Wit not until her brother was dose by sid^p 
thit she waa nweire of hb presenoe. Th^ inilgn- 
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UdmuiIj Msamittf a faiiUiig oountenuioe, she 
waldoaiad Idm with her wonted affeotion. 

** 3fj dear iiater/* aaid the young Duke, " 1 am 

dome to apeak to you an a aaribna aahjeet 

aan aatieipate aha aDaweradi*"and I 
dioold hara taken the flrat opportunity to inform 
yott‘ of what occurred thia qioming, in addition to 
Ito parUonlara with whieh you are already ae* 
quainted. Captain Stanley bcmoured me with the 
oAr of ^ han d ’ ■ » aad 1 rafuaad it.'* 

** Yon refuaed it» my dear Ohriatina,** aaid the 
young Duke^ placing hkaaolf hf her aida on the 
aofk where aha waa aaatad-*-taking her hand-^and 
regarding her with the tandaraat iiratcgnal loTe : 
'*Tou rafhaa d *"*' - b ut tell nm why, OhriatinaP 
Gire me your oonddanoa, aa you hafo arer given 
it ro me.** * 

"Ihava no aacNt^ Ohriatfan^ unknown to you,*' 
ahorqdiad; " I rag^ Captain Stanley aa a friend 
—but 1 do not lovo hlmaa IM that one ought to 
iovu him who ia aaaaptad aa a huabaad. ^Tdh know 
everything, my dear Ohriatiaa I— you l&o%why I 
do not love BdlMct Stanly, and why I eannot love 
himl** 

Thua apaaking, the yonag auddan throw her 
arma about her bcothac*a^Back; and aha repoaad 
her blnahiiif oountanaaoe upon Ui ahonldar. 

^Tall mcb iqy await alatW^tall ma^** ha aoMy 
aakad, "doaa your miad atill ehaiiah aa image 
which, in apita of all your virtae aad purity, made 
ita imDfeaaicm there f 

*'lfo, Chrlatiaa— aor vaapoadad hia aiatar, 
raiaiiig her head aad mealing hia gaaa with the 
atnadiniwa of one eonaoiona e he waa apaaking 
the truth, aad proudly aaiiaSed with haraelf that 
aha waa anablad to proclaim aooh a truth. *' I 
have aueoeadad la triumphing over that waaknaav 
—that criminal Ipliy on my part, f waa reaolved 
to .It M Mlltat energiaai and heaven 

aaeiatad me. I projed Icigently— Oh 1 how fer- 
vently— Sir that aariatanaa; and it waa vouoh- 
aafedl To me Lord Oetavian Meredith ia now 
nothing mala 'than one whom I can look upon aa 
a friend." ** 

*'0h I Ghid ha thanked for thia haanranca t" ez- 
elalmad Chriatian, raptnroualy emhraoing hia aiatar. 
"But are you aure^ my aweet Chriatina, that you 
are not miaealeulatiog the atrength hf your own 
mind— that heoauae in the purity of your thdnghta 
you wiah it to be atrong, you deem that it r^y 
iaaoP" • 

' ** Believe me, Chriatian," ahe anaweredi "I am 
not daeeiving myaelf any more than I am de- 
eeiving you. There waa a duty to be performed; 
and it baa bami aoeompliahed. Oh, my beloved 
hrothar 1 do you not think that the knowledge of 
our mother'a aad, and hictory muat have been 
fraught with moral teaohinga for me P How fatal 
to bar bappinem waa that lota of her'a— a love 
wUah endured after ahe bCaama the wifo of an- 
other I Could I, then, be otherwiao than api^Ued, 
frightened, aad diamayad hj the eontampli^a of 
that elNilhaant whieh 1 waa ezparianoing for one 
wjhDOia like huaband of aaotner P I grappled with 
fit ware aaaipeot which had coiled itaelf 
liflWitd my heart! 1 aeiied it' by the throat— I 
'kMuiagled it— 1 t oaaed it away from bm. Ah I it 
m a atmggla^ Chriatian I— and yet it haa bead 
taoompliahed I • 1 foal— 1 know— in the atrength 
of my own aoul oan 1 daalara^ that ware I to meat 


Lord Oatatritn Meredith thia moment, no ohangu 
would take place witiiin me my aelf-poaaaaaiott 
would not be odtwardly aaiumed, but inwardly 
feltl" 

"Chriatina,'* oried her brother, In a t&na of 
exultation, " more welcome to me than a tbouaand 
dukadoma ia the intelligence which your worda 
have Juat oonveyad I I l^now that you are inea« 
pable of apaaking otherwiae than with ainoarityi 
and I now know^alao you rinoerely fe^ all that 
you have ezpreaa^. For weaka and montha ^aat 
I have been tnzioiia to apeak to you on thia aub- 
jeot I hut I have not dared to approach it. 1 waa 
fearful that by a aingta word 1 might rqviva foel- 
inga and memoriea whioh in my heart 1 hoped 
were heooming aubdued and were melting away. 
Oh { I repeat, my beloved aiater, the joy whieh I 
now experience ia greater than language can es- 
preaa!" • \ 

"And I, my dear brother," anawered the affec- 
tionate girli " am proud aa well aa happy that I 
(pm look you in the face and in the aincerity of 
my aoul give you theae waauranceai Oh 1 all the 
evepta which came upon ua a few montha back 
with the rapidity of a auoeeaaion of hurricanea^ 
produced a marvelloua effect upon me. I have 
learnt that the aoul oanno^ be atrong unleaa the 
raaolve be previoualy taken that it akall become 
atrengthen^ : I have learnbd to comprehend the 
maxim that * heaven only helpa thoae who help 
themaelvea.* Zoe'a lettera enable me to compre- 
hend that Lord Oetavian himaelf haa entered ^y 
into the path of duty t he appreoiatea all the ex- 
cellent qualitiea of hia amiable and loving wife ; 
and their^happineaa ia now complete. Could 1, 
even with the alighteat remnant of a aelflah aenti- 
ment, again threaten their felicity P Heaven for- 
bidl If 1 did not feel how atrong in moral pur- 
poaea 1 have become, I ahould be the moat un- 
happy of oreaturea !" 

"Then why not, Chriatina, accept the wildreaaea 
of the Hon. Captain, Stauley P" aaked the young 
Duke. 

The maiden ahoSk her head— and replied, ** The 
effort which it baa coat me to oruah one aentiment« 
in my heart, aeema to have oloaed the avenue for 
the entrance of another. 1 repeat that I oan re- 
gard Captain Stanley aa a very dear friend— but 
nothing more, fieaidea, Chriatian," added Chrii- 
tinap remoraefuUy, " even if it were different— even 
if 1 felt that 1 could love Captain 'Stanley— t 
would not accept hia auit without previoualy 
making him acquainted with all that haa paaaad. 

1 would keep no aecret from him whom I con- 
aented to accompany to the altar." 

" There again apoke my pure and noble-minded 
aiater {"'exclaimed Cbriatiao. "Yon cannot do 
otherwiae than admire the many noble qualitiaa 
of Bubert Stanley. He ia intelligent— ha la gene- 
roua-hearted— hia character ia unimpeachable— hia 
life ia immaculate. He poaaeaaea rank, aad wealtli, 
and peraonal beauty-pthough theae laat conaide- 
rationa^ I kpow, muat weigh little with ycu, my 
dear aiater, in oompariaon with the former. Al- 
though yon have ao grandly triumphed over cue 
aentiment in your hearty you may not be enabled 
to comprehend that heart of youra aeP thoroughly 
aa to arrive at the oonduaion that it may never 
love again. At leaat yon will oonfeaa to mo that 
% in aome enppoaed aaMb it men your daatiay*i 
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dterM Ihift yoa dioold cihoofe % hmbtiid 
amldit tiM piitent droto of jour Mqiuintaiieo, 
jour olMiot would fUl upon Bolort 8tui]^ F Tot 
— jou do aol deny thnt U would be lof Lei him 
•hevelbfe elndj lo win your eilbolionit lei him 
nol depart hence with Ihe idea that them ic no 
hcjpe for him I TeU me^ aweet Chiietina, that il 
ahall be aa I now auggeit;— and if Ihe reaull* 
ahould prove in aoeordam with my espeotaibna, 
Bo^eeecet ahall be kept from him—all the pait 
ahall be candidly confealed— and 1 have muoh 
miaread hie character if Ihe revelation will alter 
hie aenlimeaia towarda you.** 

Ohriatfna reflected proiAnndly for aome few 
oMMoenta ; and then abe aaid,— her countenaDce 


tn iLUDBt*8 Bunni. 

f t ia a loap tiaic dnce wn apokc of the beaulifrd 
laabeHaVineenlk otbapwlae than by caeual mention 
of her name. Wo mnal now aay a law woida con. 
eeming her p r oceetfnga ciBoe ah# inherited the 
real domaina and licbea of l^c Laacettea ftunily* 
The readercannol have fbrgouanhow eminently 

ahe deaerrtd tbrt epithcl hMlM wbMl kM 

jnal applied to har-^or how all- wnrtly ah# waa to 
become tM bride of Ihe yeulhfht waarar of the 
Marchmonl coronet. With noounhmance that had 


brightening up with the reaolve at which ahe had 
arrived,—**! aee, my beloved brother, that you 
wiah me to puraue a partioular cooree; and I will 
nol throw a damp upon your own apirita by re- 
fuaing compliance. When you enter^ thia room 
Juat now, you found me thoughtfiiL I waa giving 
way to regret— 1 may even add to lemorae— 
that a aantiomnl ahodd have ever entered my 
heart—** • . 

** Of flat, deareat aUter,** interrupted Ohriatian, 
** we will ap^ no more 1 But on the other point, 
what ia your dedaioi^** 

** Captain Stanley, replied Chriatine, **la all 
manly irankneaa^ ana muat be dealt with in the 
aame apirit. If a hope muat be encouraged in 
hia mind, let him know the whole truth at once. 
But tell him, Ohriatian— tell him," added the 
young maiden, ** that never did X willingly liaten 
to the language of love from Lord Ootav ian*a lipa 
—that the aenae of duty waa ever paramount in 
my mind— and that never for a aingle inatant did 
he receite encouragement, by look, word, or deed, 
on my part. And now go to him at once I" 

The brother again embraced the aiiter ; and be 
hurried from her boudoir. He aought Captain 
Stanleya the eiplanationa which be gave were 
frank and complete. The young* oflloer now com- 
prehended wherefore Chriatina bad refuaed him 
without at the time entering iflto ezplanationa of 
• her own accord and with her own lipa : he under- 
atood likewiae why Chriatian had bimaelf appeared 
to beaitate when in the library hia aaaent waa 
aaked that he (Stanley) might pay hia addreaaea to 
hia aiater. 

Bveiy exulting hope waa reauacitatea i» the 
heart i the young oflicer ; and he warmly ex- 
preaaed hia gratitude for Chriatian*a intervention 
on hia behalf. The young Duke waa not miataken 
in the eatimate he had formed of hia friend'a cha- 
racter and diapoaitioni for Bobert Stanley expe- 
rieneed no dhoiiaution of hia love lor Chriatina 
after all he had juat beard. The youngDuke re- 
tuned to hia aiater, who had remained in her 
boudoir s and with joy expreaaed upon hia ooun- 
tenanoe, be exclaimed, ** 1 have now every hope 
that 1 chall at no diatant time behold you the 
Mdc of Robert Stanley r* 


exceeding ewcetneaa of cxprcadcn m irtll «i fluill- 
lemreguhuity of fbaCUree— with the deep btoocyec 
full of cendeur and innocehce^ end chided by tbcir 
thickly fringing laahea— with the brlUiant Iran- 
aparency of hit completion, and the aofteet tint of 
the roae upon her eheeka-*-4nd with therldi abun* 
dance of the gloaay dark brown hair efaowcring in 
myriad ringte nponher ahoaldctab chc waa indeed 
a being whom it waa Miae to eontamplate. When 
flrat we inivodueed her npon the ^ctege of oar 
etofj, tbica waa a etgtdn edft pendveiieai and 
holy melenbboly^ aoto tyeafc, wpoBliabetta*e eonn* 
tenaneei but iMa a upt e w lon bad new walltiigh 
ptaaed away^-for naught bad ibe to mar bar h^ 
pinosa. In a worldly poiat of viaw liae*a waa a 
brilliant pcwitioni ibr ahe had domaine and wealth 
of her own, and the wae about to he allied to ono 
whopo m e aa ed etIU larger domaine aad etfll greater 
weelth, and who oould plaoe a ducal coronet upon 
hor brow. In the fteUnge of her own beert ehe 
was likewise bleets ibr ^ wee to oeponae him 
whom ehe bed eo fondly mid fhillifiilly loved ) and 
she bad the sgtialMtion of beholding iho oneo ob- 
ooure Chriatun Aahton now elavatad to ooaof the 
loftieat padoatala to i|)bieh human ambfite eoold 
aapire to aacend. Looking book but for a eom- 
parativoly abort apaot of time, Isabella beheld hen* 
self • poor and humble dependant dpanhnr nnele^s 
dounty, inhabiting an obaoure lodgings and ap« 
parently without a friend in the whole world. 
Under auoh eireumatenoM waa it that ahe had flrat 
known him who waa ahortly to load her to tho altar. 
She had^belbme rioh befm fortune smiled upon 
him ;*and her love had existed the same (—not for 
i iiiigle inetant had the hesitated to tmuro tho • 
poor and dependant Christian thai bar ohiefbst joy 
in inharitiog wealth was that she might be oo* 
abled to bestow il all upon him ; and thus the 
daepast gratitude bad baeoma blended with the 
love whioh he experienoed for her. Then when 
fortune suddenly showered ito ohoiaeat gifts upon 
Christian’s head, how njoioad— Ohl how un- 
feignadly njoioed waa our young hero at hia ability I 
to prove that he waa deserving of all that love 
which laabelle hod oberlshed for him. Thna, never 
had the day flxed for the bridal of any young 
oouple approached under moio anepioione oireum- 
atanoee : but before we arftvo at the descriptioa of 
that bridal, it if neeeaaarj to mention a few in- 
eidents of an anterior date. 


laabcUa wae at'Bamagata when the intelllgcpca 
reeehed her that the death of her eonain the yooiig 
•Bari of Laaoelles and of bar aunt, the Oo u a t eeSb 
bed siiddenity pat her in possession ef all the 
weelth of the flimily to whioh ahe belonged. She 
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immediatoljr repaired to the manrion at £enaing> 
ton, and epas duly reoeiTeii at iti owner. She wet 
thus eoarcely aereuteen when she inherited that 
great ‘wealth. The family eolioitor— a man of the 
higheet reepeotability— undertook the eonduot of 
her fiifain ; and bis professional duties were per* 
forined with the strieteit regard to the best in- 
tpres^ pf bis olieut. She ihmained altogether at 
KeofingtoBf until Christian went to Oahlands for 
the derelopment of the grand hut fearful erenta 
that were to put hinf in possession of a dukedom. 
Then Isabella determined to avM herself of the 
opportunitjr to visit her Bloomfield estate, which 
was situated at a diatanoe of about thirty milea 
from London* Thither she repaired ; ana the do- 
loestics, together with all t(ie tenantry* were astern* 
bleu in front of the mansion te receive ^r* It was 
already kpown aippogst them that the Wrem was 
3 ouDg and beautiful : but little bad they expMted 
to behold one go beantifuL Sbe was clad in a 
mourning garb for those relatives whm death had 
enriched ner; and the sable garmente' leaned ad* 
inirably to set o(f the sylpbid symmetry of ^tbat 
tall alender figure wbiob waa so gra^p and ela- 
gant. But the eweetnesa and of her 

luaDner* as she aokhpwjedged the felicitations of 
her tenants and of her menials, interested them 
evewmore than the fxguisita beguty of her person; 
and she was at once endeared to their hearte. 

Being already well acquainted with the effaira 
of the Bloomfield eatete, abe experienced infinite 
pleasure in confirming the dpmeatics in their re* 
elective fituations^ and in d^ing forth promises 
omongst the tenants, loiprovementi were to bo 
cirectf^ at hsr own cost upon their lands— leases 
about to expire were to be renewed pn tcrma most 
advantageous Co the reoipipnts of these favours; 
and, in a word, those who h«i gathered to wel* 
come Miss Tiocent's presenof^ bed eyury reason to 
be satisfied with her demeenoiir, her oouduot^ and 
her language towerde them. * 

On the de^ after her arrival at Bloomfield, the 
youthful heiress went forth, attended by her 
iteward, to visit those points of interest wbicfai 
belonged to the grounds immediatally attached to 
the mansion. She wished to see the spot where 
her cousin and her aunt bad perished— and like- 
wise the vilUgo-ebureb whefo their remeuis slum- 
bered in the family vault. Although the*w<utry 
was close at band, yet still the scenery waa 
Buifioientiy picturesque to interest Xsabellq; apd 
her imagMiatioD could easily' supply the charms 
with wbmh it was invested in the summer. As 
she proweeded with the steward in the direction of 
iho scene of the tragedy, she oonversed with him 
in respect to its details. 

**To tell you the truth. Miss,'* said the ate ward* 
purposely suppressed some few facts when 
examine at the Coruner’a Inquest. 1 did not 
however wilfully Ipll any fulsqboo^s : but 1 thought 
that the 'family honour wouUi be saved hoping 
back aome of the truth. And so, as you doubtleae 
read, Misiy u verdict of Zleutb was re- 

there is evegy reason to holievto 
that tbb.fMU wuth was other wiso.'* 

were those facts* which you sup- 
'^inquired Isabella, who could not poss;- 
jimy with the steward for Lis oonduo^ on, 
Chf ^d^psmo, inasmuch ta his motives were purely 


" I happened, Miak to be the first tp diieover 
the tragic event, " be replied. ** I had acme buei^ 
acta to tranreet wHh Fanner Jobnaon at bis house 
yonder— »you see it neu that windmill* M iy 
and I was returning on horseback by tba aide of 
the dell. From a height overlpobing that abysi^ I 
peroeived an object that ac.oqoe atruok me ai 
sinister. 1 eprang from ipj hivra—fasteaed the 
bridle to a tree— and dasoepded igto the dell. JM 
X With pome dil&oi^ty orept down the almost pre. 
cipitoue height, I disimvered with horror and eon- 
eternation wbpt the otjeet was— or rathsr I should 
say what the dhjeots were which had attracted mj 
notice. There, in a shallow of the etrsam— 
their farther program stoppe’d by sConeafor firag- 
ments of the height which had fUlsn down— lay 
the young Bari and the Countess. The arms of 
her ladyship were plosped tightly around bis nsok i 
the bands were joined by the intertwining fingers 
.as firmly as if they were an iron vice !*' 

**Oood heavens!** exclaimed Isabella, with a 
feeling o( horror and affright; “what oould it 
hive meant P Was it really a double suicide after 
all ?— for a riynour, you know, to that effect pre- 
Tsilefi at the time, until the Coroner's Inquest set 
it at rest." 

“It must have been a double suicide, Miss," 
answered the steward > “for* how else can we ac- 
count for the fact which I am relating ?" 

“ But suppose," suggested Isabella, “ that the 
CoiiDtoM might have first accidentally fallen into 
the stream— the Bari may have precipitated him* 
self into the water to save her — she in her 
desperation may have clung to him in the maoucr 
in which you found them— and thus they both 
met with their death." 

“U may have been so. Miss," responded the 
steward; “and I sincerely hope it was* for ^he 
sake of their souls* repose. It would be better to 
be enabled to imagine that it was all an aooident, 
rather than wilful self-destruotion. At all^veols, 
it is certain that Jt took place from the bridge, 
which you will presently see.** 

“ And how was tjjm^ certainty aoqaited P” askod 
lybella. , 

“Because the CountMS*s kerohief was after- 
wards found in the middle of the bridge ; and a 
pivoe of her dress was fiuitering to a nail that 
projected ffrom the side of a plank. The kerchiuf 
itself had caught a splinter of an upright post 
whioC supported the rail in the middle ; and il^ 
was just there ^at the pieoe of the drey wsf 
found fittttering. TM therefore was the spot 
whence the Countess had plunged into the foam- 
ing tide beneath— but whether accidentally or 
viiifully is a point which perhaps can never bo 
with oertjAude oleared up. At aU events, MUs, I 
woe determined to ijpppress that foot to which I 
have already alluded, and wbiob oould not have 
failed to strengthen the suspicion which prevailed 
at the time that it wfM a suicide. The two forms 
were partly out of the water and pytly iu it, 
when £ found them. The counteoanoe of her 
ladyship wm singularly placid and terene i that of 
the young Etfl wm expreyive of an indesoribablo 
horror. It seemed as if having died with that ex- 
prysioo upon his features, it remained indelibly 
■tamped there, 1 separated the arms of the Coun- 
tey from his neck ; and 1 can ayuro you, Miss, it 
was no eyy task; for the fingers were rigid, and 
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tbif wtrt to flfidfsr iiltetw(»f en ti it im thal I 
•M tottpflled to «ie vom Tiolenoo thta obo llkof 
to osbibit towoidt tho dud, in Mar to got tbom 
oivndor. I laid tbom aide bj aide on tha alopa 
riaiBg from ibo atream to tho fool of tba pfoai|^ 
toua baigbt | and tbon 1 i|Md for aafiatanoo.** 

Bj tha tima thia nabrati? a wai doiabod, laabaUa 
and tba itawavd maha^ tba gvot a through vbiali 
tha path went aUg|itl|j winding tewaida tha bridge. 
Tba gffota oonaiatad ebiodj of jfrotrooai and aa 
tbato rotainod thoir Tordarok they formed a oorean 
ToUing tha bridge until a turn in ^ path aod- 
danlf brought tba poung ladj and tba alaword in 
light of jt. Tba gttfgUng tha waten in tha 
depth of tha abjraa met dheir earai and ImbeUa 
ahttdderad at tba thought that in thoaa deptba her 
ralatifea had mat their doom I 

** The bridge haa now two rail% pou pereeiTO^ 
Him/* raid the aCewardt "but at^tha time when 
the arent took place, it onlj had one. Imme- 
diately after tha oecnrrence I ordered .another to 
be fined upi and the pMoage of the old bridge ie 
now aomewhab iafer<^tbough an ineautioiu^ h 
timid, or a tipej perion might atiU eaiilj flip 
through.” 

** Let the building of the new bridge be added 
to the lift of improremente whioh I auggeated 
peeterdaj/' aaid laabelTa. 

** It ahall be done, ICiM,” anawered tha atawardi 
with a reapeotful bow. 

laahella now entered upon the bridge | and the 
ataward pointed out to her where the handkerohief 
waa found and where the piece of the dreia waa 
diacorered fluttering. The young lady looked 
down ahuddcringly into tho depth where the tor- 
rent, awoUen by recent raina, waa eddying and 
foaming I but ahe aoon raiaed bar eyei^ for her 
brain grew diaay. 

**You perceive, Mini,” aaid tho iteward,. indi- 
cating* the contrary direction, ” where the aide of 
' the dell giMs into that eminence. There is a bridle 
path along there. It waa much /urther off from 
the edge aomo few yeara ago : but with the falUng- 
in of the earth it is getting neater and nearer. It 
maa along that path I waa coming when 1 caught 
right of the two bodies— whioh however at firat 
aeemed only ofie object— in the depth below. You 
may obaerve where a atunted tree growa aloping 
out from the precipitoua side of that eminence. A 
few yarda on thia aide of the exact apot Which it 
orerhanga, lay the corpsaa, which tha force of the 
torrent bed awept thither until tho atonea arreated 
their farther progresa. It ia aingular/' added the 
•toward, with a aignificantly aombre look, **but 
there ia a legend attached to thia bridge ; aori your 
two ralationa, Mias, formed the aeoond pair who 
were found in that very apot^ the female with her 
arma claaped tight round tho neck of her male 
companion i— and hence the name of tba Maiden’a 
Bridge.” 

” Indeed, thia ia ringular!” aaid laahella, m 
thouaand eiroumatanoea eonneoted with the de- 
oeaaed Adolphua and Bthel ruahing in unto her 
memory. ” I never heard that leg^i have the 
goodaeaa to rcoite it while wa alowly puraue our 
walk on the Qthar atdo of thia bridge ; for my bfaio 
laela diaay whUa 1 atand hfia.” 

”And fay oroaiing tba bridge^ Miaib” rejoined 
tba ammi^ "yon will behol4 tha very eottagaa 
with wbkii Urn lata&4 ia Ukoviaa aaao a ia t ad. ” 


Tba atawwd than proeaadad to tell tha tale 
whioh ia aliaady known to tha reader /and if ha 
did not ambellirii it with aueh poetic laaguaga aa 
that whioh Adolphua had naad when raoitiim tha 
tala to fithal, bn nararthalaae pramrved aS tha 
fbatai ao that laaballa Uatmad with a profound at- 
By the tiam tba narrative was flaiahed, 
they reaahad tha virioi^ of tba mttagaa; and tha 
•toward ramarkad, ”By tba bya^ iCiae, I waa going 
to mention to you that a poor abaphaid who in- 
habita qna of tiia|t dwalfinga/baa hu wife Ofoead- 
inglyill. 1 have dona a grant dbal for tba woman i 
tha doctor haa attended har-^1 hnva aant bar all 
fcinda of y eaiiariaa : hut aha aaepia in a taiy low 
way ; and it would perbapa ehaer bar if yon would 
oondaaoand to look in upon bar.” 

"Ah I inpat ariUingly ahaU t parfrrm thia 
dnty,” laid laabcUa. " Let ua enter tho bobitatioB 
of tha invalid.” 

They antarad it aeoardingly. It wn n imall 
eottaga, having only two rooma, the innpr one of 
which contained the chephetd'a wife. She waa a 
woman of abont forty— pale and amariated with 
illneaa; her huabandwaa ahaantat hia works tbrir 
daughter— a girl of iwalva or^ thirtaan— waa at- 
tending her Inv^ motbar. !pha ataward 
ramainad in tba outer roam, while Miaa Vinoent 
entered that where |ba invalid ooeupiad a aomfort- 
abla bad— ihanka to tba ganaioaity of laabaUa’a 
humane intandaat. 

When Miaa Vlnaant announcad haraelf, Ibe 
woman waa greatly affected by what aba aoaoeivad 
the hoBonr tbut done beri but tha young lady 
gave bar to undaratand that aba regarded it merely 
■a a duty whiab, aa tha owner of tba aetata, abe 
waa performing. The invalid waa in a low and 
daaponding way, at tba alawaiid bad already inti- 
mated ; and it waa only with a aiokly amila that 
•be expreaaad %ar tha^ for tha aaaaraace made 
by laaballa that aba abanld not ba negleetad. 

All of a auddan the woman aaid to bar young 
daughter, ** Go into tha.otlier room, my dear child ; 
I wiah to apeak to car Und benefaetreaPb alone.” 
•The girl obeyed tfae mandate; and whan the 
door in tba partition doaad behind her, the invalid 
woman, raising harself up in the bed, looked ear- 
nestly at Isabella— and said, " I have something, 
Miss, that llts heavy on my mind— something 1 
have fon^ to tell, but have net dared. Aa yet 
ofily my husband knows it; and he bade me keep 
silent. •But you have spoken aueh kind words to 
me, and jour looks are so sweet and amtabls^ that 
1 feel I must tell the secret to you.” 

"What is itP** asked Isabella, with tha awe- 
ioapiring apprehension that she was about to listen 
to the revelation of a crime. 

"1 do not know that 1 have dona anything 
very, very wrong,” resumed the woman i " but atill 

I have been afraid, beoauaa ” 

"Tell me what, you* have to say,” interrupted 
the young lady, full of anxiety; **and I will can- 
didly give you my opinion upon your conduct^ 
whatever it may have bean^' 

"lam abaul to apeak, Miai^ of aomatbing that 
happened have— 1 maaa in tha dali— ” 

"Tba death of'mjr rakOioniP” inUijeetad Iia- 
baUfo in fovariah aiupeoae. 

• " Yac, Miai^” raapondad tha woman. "I ntvar 
told any one axeapt my baaband.1 but— but— I 
hoard and uw it alii” 
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“ToaP* Mid Iiabellft. ‘'But what did 7011 
hear e&^aeeP Tell me quiekly.— Ifo, ool my 
poor. woBDea, I am wrong thui to exelte joal 
Take poor leiiiire forgi?e mj impatietioel” 
''Thia it how it happened, Miae. I had been 
down to the Manor on aome meaaage from my 
bndband to the ateward ; wpd inatead of returning 
by the regular path through the giofe,Ztooka 
ihortar cut to bring me to the bridge. 1 waa 
within the ahada ,of the treaai but Juat aa I 
waa about to atep forth upon the bridge, 1 caught 
eight of the young Earl and the Oounteaa atanding 
toother on the eery middle of the plank. I 
thought there wu aomething ao aiPefjIfonate in 
their manner to each other, aa well aa in their 
looka, that I waa atruok with a auapioion all waa 
not right, and that they wkre not juat upon the 
terma which a nephew and aa aunt«»eapeciaUy aa 
abe heraelf waa ao young-<>ught to obaerre to- 
warda eaoh other. Ah, Mim 1 I waa ariaed with 
woman’a curioail|yt ao 1 remained hid in tht grote 
to watch end to liaten.** » 

^Tei^ yw^** aa^ laaballa; andcratandl 

Tour foult waa eaaial enough. Proceed.** 

«*Weli, ll 3 aib'*eontintted the woman, 1 heard 
hie lordahtp aay that it wga in the middle of the i 
brMge whom the event of the legend happened, 
aceording to the tale aftirwerda told by the young 
ahapherd who witneaaed it. And thm her lady- 
ahip aaid— I remember her worda aa well aa poa- 
aible— * Sere they foil ovwhi.^be girPa arma daaped 
tight round the neck of him who had ruined her 
happineaa.'*^Hia lordahip inawered, * Tea, it waa 
hare i*~aad then both he and her ladyahip looked 
over the bridge down into the atream underneath. ; 
OhI Miae—-** 

The woman aloppad abort 1 and aoatrong aeon- 
vuUve apaam abbt through her, thq^ the bed ahook 
under her. Sonor waa in bar countenance ; pad 
abe Used her eyti with a kindred enreaaion upon 
laabella. 

** Aroeeadl*’ aaid the young ladv, oatebing the 
infoction of the aame draddemg horror: for ahe 
aaw that the myatery of her deoaaaed lelatii^* 
fate waa about to be fearfolly elucMated. 

All of a auddeo, Miaa,** eontinued the invalid 
woman, in a low and aolemn voice, *'the Counteaa 
eried, 'Jforyfoe m§, ‘ Jdolpkuit kh,«ahe waa 
thinking of the legend^and ahe waa imitAing it 
frightfuUj!" 

“ Good heavenaP* murmured laaballa, her blood 
running cold. r 

"Tea— ahe imitated it!** prooeeded the woman. 
"She flung her arma round the EarPa neck; and 
down they went togetherl 0 God ! never ahall I 
forget the wild, wild cry that rang forth from the 
lipa of the young Earll But no cry came from 
thoaa of the Oounteaa 1 There waa an awful aplaah 
«-and I fell back in a dead awoon in the grove.*’ 
"Juat heaven P* murmured 'laabella, "what a 
tragadyl— how full of a wild and terrible romance! 
And now the myatmy ia bleared up 1 It waa not 
an aaeidaut-*it waa wh even a double auioide 1 it 
waa a bhiaide and a murder i How horrible !*’ 

. ; 1 recovered my aenaei^** continued the 

Waatmi, haatened honm io the cottage ia 

affright. IfoltaaifI waa going mad: the cry of 
lia Barl raim in my eara and aaemad to ^erbe 
brain. I.told my huaband what had hap- 
paM} and haimflaied am to keep the thing a 

i.. . . 

aecret. He aaid that we ahonld both be puniahed 
for my curioaity, by the lorn of hia aituatlon. 80 
you aee, Mia^ I Vaa afraid to come forward whan 
the Coroner'a Inqueat took place; and of eouraa^ 
having kept back than, I have held my tongueever 
ainca. It haa preyed upon me; and 1 & really 
believe it ia thia that hu made aw ilL Several 
timeb, whan I hana feoaivnd kfadnaama from your 
ateward— who ia a moat worthyvand etcaUant man 
—1 have bean geing to tell him what I aaw and 
heard on that dreadfol day: but I have bean 
frightened to do ao— I waa ao afraid be would aoold 
me for having watched and liatened. And then 
to(^ M my husband since the Oogmeria In- 

quest made it all look* as if it was an aceident^ 
where waa the good of giving a woraa colour to it 
before the world P But when you eame in just 
now. Miss, and spoke so kind to ma^ I could not 
resist the opportunity of telling you ; apd my mind 
is relieved. But I hope you are not angry P** 

"lam not angry— I have no right to be P* in- 
terrupted Isabella. "After all, it ia fortunate 
that you have kept the aecret ; totyoa have saved 
tha honour of my two relatives P* 

The woman frilly understood Isabetla’a meaning 1 
she saw that the youngdady alluded not merely to 
the disgrace that would afl^ itself to the memory 
of the late Oountem if it were revealed to the 
world that by the same acf she had rendered her- 
self a murderess and a suicide— but that Mim 
Yincent’a remark likewim pointed to the unques- 
tionable fact that a criminal intimacy must have 
subsisted between that suicide murdansa and her 
victim. 

" I am glad that your mind ia easier," continued 
Isabella; **and I hope that now it ia lightened of 
its load you will soon get well. Bo not ves your- 
mlf any more upon the subject : keep the s^ of 
silenoe still upon your lips. Tou need not even 
mention to your husband that you have made this 
revelation to me.** r 

The poor woman thanked Mim Vinornt for her 
kindnem; and the young lady took her departure 
ttpm the cottage,' attended by the steward. The 
latter mw by the oountenanoe of his mistrem that 
something had ooourred to horrify and sadden * 
her : but be dared not put a qumtion. The 
Maiden^ Bridge wu reuhed 1 Isabella traversed 
it quiqkly, with but one ahudderiog look into the 
fostning, eddying, water below; and when the 
opposite side of the ravine wu gained, ahe mid'to 
the ateward, iip a low voice that wu fall of a u* 
lemn awe,— "The mystery exists no longul— it is 
cleared up ! But it wu neither an accident nor 
a double auioide." 

She then prooeeded to relate all that she had 
heard ffom the lips of the invalid peasant-woman; 
and the steward listened with a dismayed intermt. 
Imbella thought that abe wu bound thu to make 
him a confidant in respect to the fote of her rela- 
tives^ after the generosity he had di^yed in en- 
duvouring to save the honour of the family name 
to the utmogt of hia power. 

She proouded to the village-eburoh where the 
remaina ef thou haplem and guilty lovers lay en- 
tombed; and ahe felt the tears stealing down hu 
cheeks u ahe thought of the sad*‘aad terrible 
doom they had encountuid. Before ahe departed 
from Blcomfleld, the new bridge wu cemmenoad 
iofom the ravine; and the invaiM peasant- woBma, 
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iiurouDded liy eomforti of e?erj kind, and rapidly 
r««or6riii|r her health and atreogtb, had every 
reaaon to Meat the generoaity of laabeUa Vineent. 
The young lady returned to the toetropolia^— hav- 
ing previouely learnt by letter a autBeien^ of the 
atartling ineidenta which had ocoorred at Oak- 
land!^ to comprehend how important a ohaflge bad I 
taken place in the oircumataiieea of Cbriatian and | 
Ohriitina. And now aome montha elapaed— which i 
interval bringa ua down to the date of the cir- 1 
eumitancea that occupied the preceding chapter. 


CHAPISB CLIIl. 

JiAiT UQBVB WITS TSM &BBXAIIB. 

Tho week wbioh wee to be paaeed at Oaklande by 
the young Duke of ICeiehmont^ hie aiiter« and 
Ko. Oe.— F ovbtx 8bb^ * 


their gueate had aspired ; and thetwins returned 
to London. The day fls^ for the nnptiale of our 
young hero and laabeUa wae eloae at band : but 
before we oome to that point of our atoiy, there ie 
an incident to relate. 

It wae the day before the one that waa to ren- 
der Cbriatian ao supremely happy— and at about 
two o’clock in the afternoon— when, as he was 
seated in the drawing-room, a footman entered to 
announoe that the %hred noblemen who some little 
while back visited bis Grace, had ealled to solicit 
another audience. The footman— Hnaking sure 
that the Duke of MarobmoBt would receive them 
—had already ushered* them as far as the outer 
drawing-room; and he now stood upon the 
thredmld, holding the doer half open. 

. those personV eeid- the young Duke^ 
“fthat I am engaged* 1 decline to see them*’* 

** Tare goot T eielaimed the Chevalier Qum* 
bianen^ now pushing past the footman Into Obiis- 
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tUn'f pf^fSBM. "His Grace ho sail saj be bj no do loan of a tourand guineas and de address of his 
neans engaged | and his lordship he veil inclined Grace's tailor. Himmel, my lord I dat isde whole 
to see bis vare goot friends what sail be lor loving fiict. Eadger sail be for to prove it—’* 
him so veil.** "And Oounl Ftninpenbaasen to swear to it^** 

The Lord Chamberlain of that high add mighlj added our hero ironiedllj. 
potentate, the Grand Duke of Maxe*Stolburg- " Bogar 1 Ton ^ubl toy lord P** exclaimed 

Quotha, looked, if possiblf, more seedy than ever^ the Chevalier Gumbinnen. " Come, den, and see 
and brought with him his accustom^ odour of his Boyal Highness ; and you sell be for learning 
raw onions, strong oubas, and intense perspiration, dat it idl de fact. We was fnaeaylng to his !^yal 
He was followed by the Chevalier Eadger, who Highness dat ww had seen de Duke de oder 
kept his right arm most mysteriottsly held to his day>-dat he receive ws so kind^arfd dat he ask us 
side— the real trnth being that there was under to oome angider day and take de loneh wit him. So 
the armpit a rent whieb would have looked most den his Bqyal Highness he aMH My* ' Vare goot I 
unseem^ when about the person of IhssEquerry to Go to mine yong friends; tsH hUn for I sail 
a reigning Duke ; and it would here moreover be wanting his assiitaifoe, anil tio^ sail be for 
betrayed a fimt that it was Just as well to keep sending me de tousand guinett find dt name of bis 
moealed t namely, that his &e^iiay tbs Cheva* tailor.’— Hein F*’ 

lisr Eadger wore no shirt. Cmiinl Erumpen- "Listen, gentlemso,** sai4 Ogr young hero, 
hauien brought up the lesr ; and as bo had a oold, " The tale you have Just told ipo apont the loss of 
bo was seissd with a snessipg ft, which com- the tranks is one which carriM d^ption on the 
pelled him to blow his noasi but he was particu- face of it» Tour Grand Duke is as oontemptible 
lirly eantloas to turn round wbils using his hand- ^aa yourselves— particularly in respect to the mode 
ksrefaief, which mm • msf# diftj rsouant of a by whiob he seeks to replenish hib purse. Unfor- 
fhded eotton one. tupately for the British people, he is really a Ghr- 

Intenee was tbo Hake of VsioliaiOiit^s disgust man Grand Duke ; and we sit know it to our oust z 
on beholding these tbree» ,^Mfly followers of a for he never visits Eoglaod without having his 
bqggarly Gerattn Prines that itMtntly tores their expenses paid from our ni\(ional treasury." 
way into ^ prssencft. Ebr tbt drst time perhaps Hero the Chevalier Gumbinuon thought it be* 
sines hs hittlMf hid'koifnii a daoal title, he as- ooming, as the Grand Hhke’s represon^tive, to 
sashed a hautopr meek ooldiy dignified ; and ho assume the indignant ; and with a loudly ejsou- 
saldtotheCbsveHer GuinbiniWW»**Youbave wil- Uted "Begarl" he advanced so close up to 
Ibtty misbitcitfrtelied tim W^t> 1 uttered to my Christian in ordev to give eShot to the words 
domifslin. t fo non aMuaintanoo of he was about |o utter, that the strong odour 

•ithev ypfllplll ^ you? OOippMdonnr which be carried about him w^e nioit siokeningly 

" Ab> vato goo^ my bud I" ox^sbued the Cba- overpowering. She young Hpke hastened to the 
vaUor wsabtiinoa. " Eoiil Gem sell be for do- window and threw it up. Just at that very mo- 
iny oub varo grout latou? 4o dal auguit Duka who mont a Punch and Judy show was passing in the 
you was onus db sserotirsi t% add *ko sail be so Square; and it halted, immediately uijds? the 
gfaeiottbly ^0 «mI fct to ho?^ your Graoq vni window. Then there arose a sound of tbo big 
bim liritndsbip.^ r drum sod the Fandmsn pipes (vulgarly oatlsd a 

"Wo sail bo Ibf lotting your Graoo know," mouth organ) z tbs young Duks tossed cut half-a- * 
Count Enunpeobauiaa haatsnod to ioteijoot, " dst crown, at the same time waving bis hand for the 
we come tji do spopial messsfO from his Boval itinersnts to depart— when |t struck him that he 
Highness— Hein reeoguised the Hsn gaunt form, as well as the 

"If that bo sob" said OhiMau,^ hasten and es- piDchod hungry ooantsnaaee^ of th3 individual 
plain yourselves t finr my timo is too valuable to who was msking that mn^e. A sooond glance * 
be wasted." eonvineod his Grace that he was right. Yes !— 

"His Boyal Highness," resumed Chevalier there, with the meuth-organ tupked into his neck- 
Gumbinnen, in bis capacity of apokesman, " sail cloth,, and the huge drum suspended by a oord 
be for to find himself— bow you say it P— in kor ovfir his shoulders— looking most exoruoiatingly 
day vil of a mess; His Boyal Highness ho sail lose nobappy— but still the most ludicrdus pioturasof 
in ds voyage by de steamer, tree large itronks so misery thst osli possibly be conceived— stood that 
fafi of his elotes dat you sail not be able for to once eminent and distinguished man, Boron Bag- 
thrnsl in ds pin betwixt dsm. Dey all tree sail gidbak I 
I be tumble overboard in one vars great lurch of de « Xharo f* exclaimed Christian ; " there is one 
stsamer— sod all through de vare one great fault of yoar lata friendsl— a parson who 1 have no 
of de oaptain. But dat not all i de worsor sail be doubt 2 b in every way as deservingNzf a title— or 
Ibr to come. De vare large strong-box full of de of a prison for vagabondage, no matter whiob, as 
fsit, and de itars and orders of his Boyal High- yonrsolves 1" 

ilsss, go down in one of ddm ti^nks I" The ChevaHer Gumbinnen, the Chevalier Ead- 

"A^ what do yon require of mef^ asked gcr, and Oouut Erumpeabsnsen rushed to the 
OhsiitiaD, half ooldiy, half impatiently. window ; and thence they beheld the disoarded 

'‘^flliinmell" sjoeulated the Ghevidier Eadger, Groom ^ the Stole Baron Baggidbak. The Baron 
dhm^g his shouldsrs^ but kasping his right himself, having his eyes turned upward while run* 


ajm; ixoil as if it were nailed U) bis side. 

‘ WHis Boysl Highness," continued Gambimion, 


ning his lips along t^ rseds of the mouth-organ, 
caught sight of his three acquaintances ; a^ a 


ohooss fbr to - tell bis vaiw goot brndder, do malignant oxpression appoarod on diis previously 
Mnoa Albert of all deaa misheps ; and dttefAre ruefvd oountenanoe. Tbtn^ too^ bo recognised in 
' bis Boyal filghaest isU be foi honouring his vare the young Duke of lUrolimoUt the lalo Secretary 
fMS ffiond do Duke of Morohmont by asking lor «f his Highness tho Duka of Haxsditolbttrg. 
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Qaothft I Bod lome penon BtnoBg it the provd that The jouaf puke of Marohmont rani; the hoU 
VM oolleoting arcui^ the Puo<}h end Judj ehoir, tiolentlr ; and when n fi^ottnan anawerdd the lOm- 
exclaimed, ** There Ithat'i the young Duke!— tbat'a mona, he exclaimed, "Show the«e pertoni ftom 
the handaome young gentleliiaii who a few monthi the bouae ; and tell the halhporter to take eire 


back inherited the Marehmont Peerage !** 

^"Mine QoUT muttered Baggidbak to himaelfi 


that thby never again croaa my tbreabolcl.'* 
Bothing could exeeed the yage of the three Ger- 


^ de yoDg mans fall now go for to bo a Duke I*’— mane on bearing thia^andate isaued. The Gbeva* 
then raiaing hia voioCf he ehouted out, “Gome Her Gumbinnen tbruet hie baoda into hia hair, and 
down, you dany*n|aeala 1 Tirbat for you in de t^re at it violently, aa if lie were madl^ ijBtent on 
palece of ope great Duke? Him an Inglia Duke ! tearing oot maacee by the ropCii tod then, with a 
—you de ahabby beggarly flonkiaa of de one great loud " Begar ftha ruabed towarda 6hrutUn to 
pauper German IJhike 1 Ab, yom go tell him deal ham a blow. But the footman eprang for • 
Koyal Highneea dat me get^ dronk and me aoll de ward, at the aame time ehouting Ihr Mpi and 
plate offii de hameu*! Ob/ you vare great dam aeiaiog the Chevalier Gumbinnen by the eoat- 
raioala I’* eoUar at the baek part of the nedt, he ibreed him 

While Baron Baggidbak waa thus relieving hie from the room. Ttro other tall powerful footmen 
mind of its spiteful and vindiotivq feelings towards instantaneously made their appearanoei they leid 
the three officiate of the puissant Gorman Prinoe, hands upon the Chevalier &dger 4 ^ Coont 
(hose individuals themselves stooch transfixed in as- Prumpenibattsen in a similar mannar, and tjeetad 
tenishment and dismay at the window. When be them in the eame etyie. l^hen oum out of th«dr 
had finished his ejaculatory objurgations, Baron ducal master*! sight, the three footmen gave face 
Baggidbak wound all up with a wild flourish upgn vent to their antipatbiee against the Germans 1 
the mouth orgfio, and sudh a terrific blow upon the and from the top of the etairtr to the bottom it 
big drum that the parchment was ffi’acked. •The wee a sariea of tdoks respectively administer to 
individual whose. duty it was to stand in foont of the hinder-quavtsus of thoee thrae letainera of tba 
the show and carry on a pleasant discourse with high and mighty Prince^ the Grand Duke of 
Mr. Punch, wae so iuconsed at this wanton de- Maxe-Stolbar|p<iOQtha- ' through the ipagloue 
struotion of property, that be seiaed upon the cud- ball were the tUillMable GeramiHi thna ignomi- 
gel with which Funcli was wont to inflict personal niouily urged along-fUniU they were finally ex* 
chastisement upon J.udy, and he aimed a terrific pelled, each with a good parting kick, flrom the 
blow at the sconce of Baron Baggidbak. But this portals of the manBion,-^the whole loene being fo 
illustrious personage— who now seemed inspired the infinite emneement of the domestics who ad • 
with a new life of aome kind or another— dexter- ministered the chaitieement, at well as of the 
ously warded off the blow, seised upon the staff, others who were lounging in the hall at the time* 
and therewith struck the Punch and Judy man to How, the usage which the three Germans thus 
the ground— thus in a moment avenging many an axperieneed, waa certainly somewhat of the rougb- 
iusult, cuff, gibe, and practical joke which he had est; and the oonscqucnecs were displayed in the 
previously submitted to with a sullen and morose oondition of ^their apparel aa they made their 
resignation. Then tossing away the mouth-organ, fogeed and ignominious exit from the ducal 
slipping the drum off his nook, and giving it a mansion. The Chevalier Gumbinnen bad the 
terrific flick which smashed in the hitherto unin- seat of bis pantaloona most uncomfortably rent; 
jured side, he darted away as fasbas his iegs'could and as his coat waa very shorty the damage waa 
carry him. plainly visible. Furthermore, as hd #ere no abirt. 

All this was the work of a ifery few moments ; uie incident was fraught with a still greater in- 
*and the crowd, hugely delighted at the whole convenience: for something more than a glimpae 
scene, cheered most lustily. of the filthiest pair of drawers was afforded. The 

How/* said Christian, abruptly closing the Chevalier ^dger had the rent under the arm-pit 
window, and addressing himself in a peveoiptory most cruelly magnified; and bis independence of 
manner to his three German visitors, " lotderyou linen, *caiico, or long-olotU in the shape of shirting, 
to retire;— and 1 have further* to inform yoif that was likewise apparent. As for Count Frumpen*^ 
i? you agau present yourselves at my residence, hauseno^wbo wore a great loose coa^ very much 
you will find the doors closed agaibst you.** in the shape of a blouse,— its strong coarse mate- 

"Begar!** exclaimed the Chevalier Badger, gee- rial had withstood the violence of the treatment 
tiottlating violently, so that forgetting any longer he experienced; but his dirty rag of a bandker* 
to hold hia arm tight to his side, he displayed the ohief was banging for more than three parte of ite 
rent which he had hitherto so atudioudy con- length out of his pockets. Thus, three more iguo* 
sealed : "die vare great insult sail be for to have miniously comical figures it would be impossihlt to 
•atisfoction 1 Dis sail bo mfhe friend ;**— and be conceive ; and to enhance their mortifioation, they 
pointed to the Olmvalier Gumbinnen. *' Me fight oU in a moment found themselves in the midst of 
mit de broadsword— ‘and me pink you troo and the crowd which •had* asaembled about the Punch 


troo*— *-himmol !** 

" Vare goot 1** ejaculated Count Frumpenhausen, 


and Judy show. 

** My eyes, Bill! here*e a rum go 1’* exclaimed 


displaying his tattered kerdiief, nq being seiaed a ooalheavor U» a oomriAe fdso wearing a bat 
with a violent eneeaing fit at the moment. **Dis with a long flap down the bade, 
anil be one duel— or you, my lord, sail be for " What a lark 1** yelled an urohin with an iron 
da apology— which, begar *. tall be for do boop in hia hand 1 and in a moment the thraa 
beet| and jfon sail be for ordering de bottlceof flying Germane were aasuled with all aorti of 
> wina^a pert and ahenriaa; ao we sail all make it %ibes, Uunta, and jesta. 
up ata^ vMf goot frfolMU. It not da first time^ Away they sped; and nway rasbed all Uss fnall 

IjtpjfioC nCfof tkooh Tko mnks fit 

• it* • ■ • y ‘ 
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puriuert fWB quickly recruited bj other idle 
urohioi in the thoroughfares through which the 
strange prooession passed ; and the quicker went 
the maddened Germans, the quicker likewise be- 
came the pace of the crowd that was hooting, yell* 
ing, ehonting, and laughing at their heels. 

In the meanwhile a ceitain high functionary 
oonneoted with the British Court**but whose name 
and precise office it suits our purpose to suppress 
—was paying a prirate ritit upon particular busi- 
ness to the Grand Duke of MazeSfltolburg-Quotha 
at Mirart*s Hotel. His Boyal Highness, the illus- 
trious reigning Prince, was clad in a Tery shabby 
uniform : but this might be accounted for by the 
fact that his three trunks full of magnificent, 
clothing, had gone down to tl^e bottom of the sea : 
—at least so the Chevalier Gumbinndn had said ; 
and who would venture to doubt the word of such | 
an eminent personage? His Boyal Highness was 
seated at a table with his hands— and we fear no- 
thing else— in his pockets: while the hi|h func- 
tionary of the British Court was seated neaf the 
Duke, with a paper containing several mBmoramda 
before him. A portion of the conversation that 
was taking place, may not be uninteresting to our 
readers. • 

" I am sure your Boyal Highiftss will excuse 
me,** said the Court officisj, wifli the most urbane 
deforence of look, tone, and manner: am 

but conveying the sentiments of your august 
brother—** 

I *' 1 know it, my lord, 1 know it,'* inteijected 
the Grand Duke, who, as the reader will recollect, 
spoke English tolerably well. ** But my brother 
. the Prince must recollect that he is in a very 
fionrishing condition. What would he have been 
but for his marriage—-" 

"Tme, your Boyal Highne^" said the Court 
official. **Bot here "—referring to the paper bs- 
fore him—" we have about oix thousand pounds 
transmitted to your Boyal Highness in the course 
of only eight or nine months. The first thou- 
sand— ^ 

" 1 hate already explained to your lordship," an- 
swered the Grand Duke, ** that it wu expended in 
putting a slate roof upon my palace instead of the 
frretchedold thatch that for years had been rotting 
there." « , 

"But this second thousand?" said the Court 
Official inquiringly. 

"Why, you know, my lord," respondid the 
Grand^Duke, " that this sum went for a vOTy deli- 
cate purpose— the redemption of my plate— you 
know what I mean. It X might indulge in a 
pleasantry, I think it is what you English would 
call its release from the guardianship of an 
unde.'* 

The reigning Grand Duke indulged in a loud 
*Ha! ha! ha!" And so the Court official— a 
parasite even to a pauper, so lodfc as this pauper 
was a Boyal one— considered himself compelled to 
echo it distantly with a tittering " He I he I he I" 

" WeU,yonr Boyal Highness," he said, " we will 
not go wW euy farther details relative to past 
money but your august brother the 
through me to suggest that your 
Boysd' HigjhnesB might surround yourself with a^ 
better dess of Cdlowers— " 

" Indeed T interrupted the Grand Duke 
ldH%htily.«l should advise my august brother to | 

hi : 


keep such counsel to himself. When he was in 
Germany, before* he contracted his marriage^ be 
was intimate with Gumbinnen — smoked cigars 
with Badger— drank beer with PTumpenhausen— 
and delighted in a dish of sour-crout with Wronki. 
They are all very good fellows in their way-^ell- 
conducted and respectable. They have Just gone 
to a grand entertainment at the young Duke of 
Marchmont's.- But, Ah ! what ft this noise F* 

" Some street fiisturbancs^ no doubt," said the 
Court official* 

The Grand Duke and his visitor hastened to the 
window; and heavena' what a spectacle met their 
view ! There were tho^ gbod fsllows-Cthcse re- 
spectable and well-conduct men— rushing like 
escaped lunatics along the streets, the garments 
of the two Chevaliers displaying most unseemly 
rents, and Frump&nhausen's rag^ kerchief trail- 
ing like a tail b&ind him. And then came about 
two hundred urchins and ragamuffins of every 
description,— yelling, shouting, hooting^ and giving 
vent to their exuberant mirth in ^rms but little 
oomplimenta|^ to the high functionaries belonging 
to tke Court of the reigning Duke of Maxe-Stol- 
burg-Quotha. His Boy^ Highness was aghast^ his 
lordly visitor was horrified. Into the hotel rushed 
the three Germans; while half-a-doaen policemen, 
armed with their bludgeons^ /iarted in amongst the 
crowd with the intention of disperiing it. This 
was at length done ; and then the Court official, 
looking significantly at the reigning Duke, said, 
How, your Boyal Highness must really pardon 
me for observing that your followers disgrace yon." 

**I will have justice, my lordl" exclaimed the 
Grand Duke, terrifically irate. " I insist that all 
the persons concerned in this scandalous treatment 
of my followers, bo ordered to leave London within 
twenty-four hours, and England within three day^ 
on pain of being shut up in the Tower for the rest 
of their lives." 

"Your Boyal Highness forgets," answered the 
Court official, " that this is not Germany." 

"Then the sooner it is made like Germany the 
better I" exclaimea the infuriate ^uke. ** I am ^ 
sure my brother is trying hard enough—'* * 
" Ho doubt, your Boyal Highness," rejoined the 
official ; ** and we are certainly making progress in 
that desirable direction. But still things cannot 
be donenn this country on a sudden. We have a 
Consfitutbn— " , ^ 

" And what the devil do you want with a Con- 
stitution ?" exclumed the Grand Dhke. " Do as 
we do in Germany ; keep a Constitution as a sop 
to throw to the people when irritated— and then 
take it away again when the public mind has 
calmed dpwn." 

"The plan is certainly a good one, your Boyal 
Highness," answered^ the lordly sycophant ; " bat 
unfortunately, in this country, we have a Parlia- 
ment— we have laws—'* 

"Trash! rubbish!" ejaculated the Grand Duke, 
with a disgust that certainly was most unfe^ed. 

" Get rid of them : do as we do in Germany I ride 
rough-shod over them I Ahl it is fortunate for 
you English people that I condescend to virtt your 
shores now and then i for if it wart asd Cor the 
advice I give to my deaf brother, A am sore 
I dO' not know what would become o^ you all 1 
And yet he grumbles beeause I require a little 
money f* , 
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At thif moBMnt iha door burst open, and a taU , tho amount of tbo lavoonj at the Talue of aboul 
gaunt form strode in, with the spindle-shanki : olghteeopenee. But tMr gnat aim Vaa to iai* 
olothed in a strange pair of inexpressibles. This press the publio ndod with the grandeur, poatp^ 
WM the Baron Baggidbak ; and the reigning Bake and riohea whioh prorelled at the Duo^ Court of 
of Mtixe-Stolburg*Qnotha assumed his haughtiist Maxe 9tolburg*Qootba. 
demeanour on beholding the diaobarged and dis*. On the following dap the Chefalise Ghimbiniiem 
graced funotionarp, the Chevalier Kadger^ and Count Frumpenbausen 

" I want mp rightal’* exclaimed Baggidbak. appeared each in a bran new iuit of elolhss pur- 
striking Bis flst<sforciblp upon the table up to obassd readp-nuide and piivaldlp of Moses and 
, which he had advanoed. sap meget dronk— > Son ; and thep reoelved a waging from thefr duoal 

and me no get dronk I Me onlp too dtm glad to master to abstain tbenesforth from the. habit of 
be for seeing anything at Qaotha«to get dronk eating raw oniom^ smoking bad ophoi^and going 
ttponl Nothing but small beer—dam small beerl without shirts when on a vtult to thla eonnirp— 
Ben depemll sap me steal de*pUte oiF de harness— espeeiallji to avoid getting into rowa— with Sail 
de plate not worth de stetling ! And wbp for pour permission to relapse into their old^tpu oa their 
EopalHighnew not pap mp wage regnlarP Be return to their own beloved Fatharliiid. 

Ponoh and Judp showman be pap mp wage re- • 

gular : but de Grand Buke he never hasw not one - 

fnrden! Bat all de differenosl 1 want mp 

rights OHAPTBB OUT, 

Begone 1” exolaimed the Grand Bake: ** be- 
gone. 1 sap I— or pou shall be looked up* in a fqp- TBB imiOLV- 

tress for the rdtaiainder of pour life.*’ 

** Ah ! dat all vare goot in Faderlawd/’ exol^med Tbs scene, chyNigef to a frr distant oonntrp* In 
I Bsggidbak maliejouslp ; " but dat no goot in dta a oloudlssa akp the noon-dep ana was set Jibe a 
; contrp ! Your Bopal Highness sail be for making h^ ball of iU tP^d beasss pouring down 
me one excuse— or bop pou call it ?— one apologp ; with a soltriama from whiob it woidd almi^ up- 
end pou sail be for taking me beok into pour ser- pear that everp living thing would ahrink t^ the 
vice, mit de pledge dat pou sail not be for iU-treat- naareal ahade. Kot a breath of elr fanned the 
ing me when we get book to Faderland.’* leaves: motienlsis thep hang. •• if all UrtifieUI. 

Now. mp good fellow.” aaid the Court official, with sterna of iron wirea. Upon tito poria there 
who had no recollection of Baron Baggidbak. waa not the riightcst raflb : the atroams flowed io 
” pou had better take poorsclf off— or 1 shali oall languidlp that thap aeomad to bo of qtdskailver— 
a constable and give pou into his ouitodp.” a fluid too heavp to permit the alighteet agitation 

Baron Baggidbak began to curse and swear upon the aurfaw. All waa likewise silent, as if 
both in English and in German : he rent hia hair the seene whieh we ere describing was uttorip un* 
—he stamped and stormed— and be vowed that be tenanted bp a living thing- 
would expose the oharaotere of all the Grand It waa one vast wUdemesc of verdure, broken 
Duke’s uffioialf. as well as their real position and o^lp bp the |Iaeea whart the pools exiatod or the 
standing in their native land, unless bis Bopal streams were iluggla^ and alnupt impereeptiUp 
Highness should consent to do him justice. All gliding. Masses of undersrood were Intecspefced 
these threats be uttered in English— which indeed, with trees^— in manp spots appearing aui|tlp— in 
apart from the intoijeoted German impreoations^ others forming small groupa*— in o^erc ugauii con* 
was the language that he %ad spoken from (regating into |ha ex^t of woods— but In the 

* the outset, fo#' the express behoof of the British distance so tllimlp aggrogatad as to expand iaip 
Court of^ial whom he found with his Bopal the magnifteenoe of foreats. Though the efrno* 
Highness. Ihe unfortunate Baron proceeded to sphere wae eo dear and eo fuUp illuminated with 
create sneh a tremendous disturbance^ that it the goldpn frffnlgenee of the sun. pet waa it not 
waa deemed neoessarp to send for' a. police* mer9y Mvp with its inianse aultrinsts; bnt in 
officer. He was then most ignominiouslp b[iven fts stagnation there wu u lonse of nois om e n a s s^ 
Alto eustddp I but it waa not thought ex- and diaease. To breathe il wee fraught with a 
pedient to oonvep him into the presenoe of a profouqd opprossivanoca i il saamod impoasible 
magietrate^ on account of the threatened revela- that the lunge oould beoome expanded with anoh 
tioBS. The miserable Baron was therefore dregged frihalation. Breathing itidf was gasping i tiidre 
to the oflioe of the Home Seoretarp.— whers^ after wea no vitalitp in that air i it afforded not the 
a brief examination, a warrant was made out for sense of' eclivo vigoroos life. 

his committal to Bethlem. '* aa a rabid hnd dan- All waa siMt ; and no evidence of the exietince 
garous lunatic who had deaA in menaoas against of anp living thing mot the ape of ihe obserw— 
the eugust person of the reigning Duke of Maze- if an observer there were. And pet how diffipient 
Stolburg-Qmiha.” wea the earn! Vitbin the dense ibide of the hn- 

A highlj coloured account appeared in the drilj derwood wild bcaste were larilp vopoaiDg| rendmed 
journals, aeeompaniod bp manp oommenta upon languid almoct to torpor bp tlffm atifling heat* 

* the BUta of mind of the unforluute nobleman. Within the oup of the wilflflower aome venomoiM 

who had once filled a diatinguisbed poet at the little reptile wea coiled the oobra waa eon- 
Court of hia Bopal Highneas. but from wldoh he ocaled in the greaai end what aaemod to bean 
bad been diamtaaad for malvoraation to the extent uncoutblp awoUetf part of the brmh of aoeNi thU 
of aomo htthdreda of thouaaa^ of pounda.” tre^ waa in raalitp the boa^opnatrlotor Iwitled and 

^ thoae joumrie been honeat. thep would flwinod avoiud into n loathaomo alimp kneli*' 
havo uaed the word ^'pooulatien;” and if they And tbore met an obaarvor aoiidat that coane. 
had baan truthful they would have repraaentod By the aide of a pool a man waa scatad. ha th l ig 
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fail iteet, jet half aOaid to dip them into the itill herbage towards him. This man lirad an entire 
water for /ear lest tome oioneter should throat up a^o of horrori in jverj passing niinate. 
its huge head to seiie upon his htnbs. Parched At an oarlj hour in ilio morning of that daj he 
with thirsty he drank and drank again; and yet had passed through a little Tillage, where aome 
the water refreshed him net; for it was fepid^it bulloek-driTere, cooking their rice in the pnhlio 
was walrm to siekUness. khan, had from charity given him a portion of 

Profoundly unhappy seemed that man; and yet their food. Thonee journeying onward, he had 
Ui was a eountenanw-e that eould soaroely express insensibly plunged deeper and deeper into this 
anything beyond the ferocity and devilUh wicked- wild scene of fearful beauty, wUbfa, when too late 
ness which belonged (to bis character. His gar- to retreat, he discovered to be a jungle swarming 
ments, of an European fashion, were travel-soiled ; with the brute and reptile enemies of man. 
and as the man sdt by that pool, ho ever and anon It were vain fur the Barker to ask himself what 
looked aroaod him, as if in utter oonstarnatiun and he should clot his imagination could suggest no- 
dismay when the Sense emoi* him of tbu stupen- thing '•unless now and then bo refleotei that it 
douB lonelineas and utter hvlplessnesa of his were better to attempt to make his way back to 
position. Indurab<id, and dare whatever fate might attend 

Presently that danio aileni > was broken by the him there, thap wander about in this abject 
sounu of something rustling in the brake on the wretclieimoss of mind to perish by the venom uf a 
opposite aide of the pool ; and the object, whatever serpent, in the tcoils of a snake, or by the fangs 
it were, plunged into the water, which rippled slug- and claws of a wild beast. And this <refleotion 
gishly, and beoame still and smooth agaiuo With again occurred to the Burker after that startling 
what awful terror did that man Sfirlng up tef his i^pidont which had filled him with such horrible 
feetl->how literally did hii hair nd on end !— apprehonsion by the side 'of the stagnant pool, 
what intense anguish, what exerue ling saspense, his rCsolva was now taken; and ha began 

what InelBfisble dread were depicted ^.on his ecuntO- to retrace his way, as well as he could reoolleot it, 
nance I An observer— if there had been one --migiit towards the direction from which he had come. 
hat% forgotten his abbrnrent uglinets in the sons# He thought that if he oou|^ only regain the vii. 
of compassion which would hale been felt for a lage where he had received the alms of rice in the 
being who evidently snffered such dire horror, morning, ho might tbonco trace his road back (o 
And no wonder that he should so safTer I— for Indorabad. But pathway in the jungle there was 
when that sound broke thus suddenly upon his none ; and in a very little time the Burker found 
startled 'ear, a Ihoucand orucifying apprehensions that ho was completely at fault concerning the 
swept through his brain. WaS it a .huge serpent direction which be ought to pursue. There cer- 
about to fling out its hl4ooui length at him and tainly was a group of trees which ho did not 
encircle him in its slimy, horrible, deadly folds P— remember to have noticed before : there was a 
or was it a tiger springiiig at him P— or was it pool by which ho assuredly had not passed ; and 
some other monster beloDfring to that aceno in there again was the ruin of some ancient temple 
Che midst of which be found himself thus lonely, that scorned to indioato a spot unmarked by him 
thus fl^adlesB, thus unprotected and forlor^ P before. Again he sat down in a place which ha 
The scokie tteelf was in In^a : the place was u fancied to be the most secure from any sadden 
jnOgles— and that man was Che Barker. attack on the part of reptile or wild bemt; and 

He had eCeaped from Inderabad : but now how again did ho abandon himself to blank despair. It 
bitterly did hhtorse himself for having taken that was a small open spot, denuded of verdure— with 
step! At least a hundred. miles lay betwixt hiif underwood at a Ifitlo distance, and a clump of 
aad the capital of Quern Indora’C kingdom : be trees rising in the midst about forty yards oiP. • 
might possibly retrace his way— he might go back His eyes wore rivetod upon those trees, because be 

to his fortress I but ho dared not; for m order to now sat rootiooless, and the gaxe of one in such 

offset his flight he had slain the ^nti^rl who a state mind is wont , to fix itself upon something- 
guarded the passage from which his ceil op&nod: Yes— utterly motionless be sat, his elbows upon 
sand he eould not entertain the hope that Queen bis kbees, bis bands supporting bis oountonaube. 
Indora or hegfoyal husband would so for overlook Slowly through his mind rolled all the ihoidenta of 
! the mime as to leave him in possession* of hit his Ufs^ bidoous phantasmagoria— a horrible 
life. panorama; and the wretch was appalled by the 

Tet^ on Che other band, of what value was that scenes that memory thus in sucOeMtoa eoiyurod 
lUb amidst the hofrottof this j angle P Ho know up. What would he give Co bo onabled to live 
not where to place himself in order to be |n safety, his entire life over . again ! And yet it was not 
If he sat beneath the shade of a tree, the hideous precisely bemorse— but only regret which the man 
idea Would creep over him that e hugo suake frit i not remorse for tho crimes themselvesb but 
might at any instant dart down with its tre- regret that he ehould havo committed them, inai- 

mmotts length and wind* ites loatbeome ooiie much as hie present position was one of theUr 

arodhd him. If ha bought the groves, he dreaded consequonoos. Ue cursed bimielf as a ibol, rather 
leet the iilaiic^jj^ould suddenly be broken by the than loathed himself as a oriminaL 
howl of w wild bSlIt dadf its claws should be struck His gaze fixed upon the olump of treei^ at 
dee(^< inia'Jbia palpitating flesh. If he made hie first vacantly— until at length aamething began to 
wjjKii^W^ the uadbrweed, he frit every instant attraot hie attention. It seemed as if one long 
flidly cobra were winding around his stem was in motion while the othoM were fia- 
njHii < If hd voited himself upon the gmss by the tionary. Ha strainad his regards- Ho— it must 
sida of a stream or pool, bis blood still ourdlod* be an illusion 1— all thosa atama emre utterly still; 
with the apprehension that soma insidious reptile frp how eould they possibly be agitated when there 
ghdiiy through the rank luxuriance of that was not a breath of air to ruffw tho smallast of 
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leafei that befoaged tot^eir orowning foHagaf 
And y^t the ^rker fUt ai if his gaie wera irre- 
sistibly retaiaed there by some* unknown fasdna- 
tloD. Ah 1 again the stem of that tree appeared 
to more. ITesI— and now the branohes them- 
selves were shaken! The next instant all was 
still. l*he Borker Mt stupided by a tague sense 
of terrolr,— his eyes jriveted upon that stom. 
Thongh the ardent son was bathing him as it 
were in its molttn effulgence, yet was he now 
shuddering with a glacial chiu; while the big 
drops burst out cold and clammy uran him. Oh, 
what a convulsing horror shook mm with the 
strongest spasm as he suddenly beheld that seem- 
ing etenf draw itself np«firom the ground and dis- 
appear amidst the foliage I Then among tho 
branches and loaves of all those trees there was 
a rapid rushing — a vivid playing hither and 
thither—a continuous succession of hounds and 
leaps and springs, which shook tree after tree 
and the Barker now knew it was the hideous 
frolicking of a snake amidst that folia^o { 

He started .up to his. feet: he endeuvourod^o 
move— but overpowering horror nxotod him to 
the spot. His lower limbs seemetf turned* into 
stone : they wore as heavy as lead— just as tbey 
often appear to tho droatner in the midst of a 
torrifio nightmare. (Wilder end more clammy, still 
stood the perspiration upon him : he was literally 
bathed in nis own agony. 


All of a sudden sumethiiig darted forth flrom 
the canopy of verdure: it was the terrible boa 
constrictor flinging its immense supple length out 
from amongst the interlacing branches and masses 
of foliage that had just proved the scone of its 
fearful gamboUings. It was seen by the Barker 
but for a moment :— it disappeared amongst the 
underwood ; and then thero was a rushing noise to- 
wards the spot where he stood like an offlgy of 
marhlCf but with all the keenest sensibility of a 
man. Yet for not moro than another instant did 
he stand thus as if petrified down he fell, as if 
terror itself bad become suddenly personified in 
some huge giant-shape, and^ with an invisiblo 
^ foot crushed him to the earth. The wretch 
writhed upon the soil as if already encircled b; tho 
folds of the monstfous snake of which ho had 
caught a glimpse as it flung itself from amidst the 
trees. Indoea so strong was his imaginittion that 
his contortions and convulsions were as a^o^zing 
pd bis tbsoes as horrible as if the serpent had 
verily and positively got him in itj| folds. Though 
all this endured but for a few instants, it was a 
perfect century of excruciations ; and yet no ory 
dsoAped his lips— the power of utterance was 
psMlyied— snd his agony was perhaps all the 
greatiR because he oould not give vent tCsit in one 
long, loud, pealing cry. ^ 

But it was merely in imapnation that ho was 
thus suffering. On came the hideous rush that 
made his bl^ curdle within him and a glacial 
Chill sweep down his very backbone. But tho 
rush swept past him at a little distanee^stiU 
amidst the underwood; and thooP there was a 
heavy splash in some water that had remained 
aonoeaM from his eyes. He sprang op to his feet t 
ha Vttshsd ^#sy from the but on a little 
•ainendd he tor a moment reverted his gaze as if 
Wf sad IftSSlsCihle frsoination. Thence he caught a i 
of Chf*tK)<fl into which the monstrous fep- j 


tile had plunged; and he beheld its whole leii||tK 
darting through the water, just underneath Aie lUr* 
free, and with its bead aWe it. Away sped the 
Barker t^fot a long time he ran, experleneibg the 
awful berrot wfaioh the speetaole had left upon his 
mind, as well os the dlrMd that the resile would 
yet pursue him and mike idm Us prey. 

When tborcrnghly *ea^hattsted--*aBd now with a 
burning perspiriClou npOU himf-he thfew himself 
upon some grass. A loud his^d immsdUtely fell 
upon his ear; hg sprang op* as if galvapitea; and 
he caught a gUmpSe of a oobra gli^ng awiy at a 
little distsnee. Away be started a|ain| the 
wretch's^ brain was atmdsi turned vdth iadS- 
seribable boftor. At len^ be beMd what ap- 
peared like a rooky elevation, not more thau thirty 
feet high af its greatest altitude; add tMther he 
bent bis steps. It proved to be what It appeared; 
and the Barker found that it eontmned a eavob 
without any herbage in its immediate vicinity ; eo 
that ho walked with a mind relieved from the 
dread of having his ankle suddehly enoirded by 
some venomous reptile. Yet bo was eauflous In 
entering the cave, for fear lost it should be the lair 
of a wild besist. 

It did not penetrata^fiftf hsto tba rock ; and thus 
the Barker wy soon satlsted that no' brute enemy 
was to be euccuntirod tbaret There wee a sdtt tit 
loophole frihioned on pneAide of the cave to admit 
the Hght to its innermost depth ; and terdfls min- 
gled juy and surprise he found a mast of aold 
boiled rice and some fruits placed In a nlehe un- 
derneath tke loophole. It natuvally struck him 
that chance had brought him to the ubitation of 
some anohorite-dwellsr in tb'ai jungle; and he sat 
down in the cave ^ hwait iha return of its sup- 
posed proprietor. BiU en hour bused-— and no 
one made bis appesrance. Then flte Barker, feel- 
ing the presikiro of hunger, l^gen to make free 
wfth the provisions— to whioh inoesd he wu truly 
welcome ; for acoordfrg to a eustom prevalent in 
India, they had been hdfc by some benevolent Gh)s« 
soon, or wandering Bervlsb, for the b^eflt of the 
•ext wayfarer through that wild uninhabited re- 
gion. But this fact the Barker did not know, 
and could not then surmise ; and thus hour after 
hour did ho wait in tho hope of ueing* a human 
form makedts appearance; for he craved any com- 
paniaothip in tbo awful solitude of that jungle. 

• No one however eamo ; and night wu now ap-^ 
proachjng. There wu an 'ample supply of food 
fur the morrow; for the Barker had eaten spu- 
ingly, foT fear of giving offence to the supposed 
anchorite owner of the cavern. The oave wu oool 
during the daytime, in comparison with the in- 
teoso BultriooN that prevailed where he wu ex- 
posed to tho rays of the burning sun; and it 
seemed to afford a secure resting-place fbr the 
night. But haunted by the dread of reptiles and 
wild boasts, the ]garker looked about (br the meant 
of rendering it as safe as possible. He blocked Up 
the loophole with stoues and fragments of rook i 
and carrying other fragigents into the oave, ha 
formed a barricade siifficien jly high at the entranea 
to protect bimeolf agaissit the inlrusion of t^ 
enemiu he so muoh dreaded. Then he etcetehbd 
himself upon tbo ground to sleep ; and ihoioiij|My 
/»xhBa8ted,'he sooii frll iato Aumber. But Ifle tf- 
pose wu rendered uneasy and agitated by IkWifle 
dreamy in whieh the adventuru with tho huge 
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boft-oonttrietor tad the hiisiog cobra were enaoted 
all o?er ogiiiu 

He awoke in the morning, but little refreahed 
by hit dumber— 'ihuddering with the reoolleotioai 
of the dreema that had haunted him— and jpeorcelj 
able to perauode himielf for a oonaiderable time 
that he woa not ezpoaed to aome imminent peril 
of a ftarfhl nature. When hia mind woa aome* 
what oolleoted, he remofed the barricade from the 
mouth of the carem i he walked forth— and he 
looked around him in the hope of diaceming the 
auppoaed owner of the place whdro he hod found 
a lodging. But atill no human form met hia eye ; 
and returning into the care he refreahed himaelf 
with a portion of theprorioiona. The frdita cooled 
hia parched tongue ; and oa he ate, he atill mor- 
▼elM why the auf^maed owner of the care ahould 
remain obmt. At length he began t6 foncj that 
he might poaaibly have died in the jungle, aome- 
wherein the neighbourhood— or that he had be- 
come the prey of h wild beaat or a reptile. • All 
hia horrible epprehenaiona in reapeot *4o thoae 
dreaded oreaturea returned to the Burker’a i2ind; 
and he Tentured not far away from the ticinage of 
the care throughout that day. At tlm back of the 
rook a apring trickled down; and though unpro- 
tected by abode, yet waa the water cooler than any 
whirh the Barker had tooted daeWbere ainee hia 
entrance into the Jhngle. When night come, he 
barricaded the entrance to the cove again— and he 
alept: but hie dumber waeonCe more haunted by 
horrible dreema, in whieh ^ tigers onokea, and 
venomoue leptUM played a cDnapicaoua part. 

When morning returned, the Barker made on 
end of the profiaione which he hod found in the 
eare; and he peiceifed the aeoeadty of aeekiog 
iomewhere for a fraeh eupply, oa no Ufing being 
mode hia oppaamn^ and he woa aaore thw erer 
conTlnced that tljji onahorite-ownenof that dwell- 
ing muat hate periahcd in the jungle. He nr>w' 
wandered farther away from the earern than on 
the precedbg day he had Tentured to doi and he 
endeoToured tq tnA the route to that Tillage which 
baa been bAore alluded to. He otrofe to recount 
any particular landmorka that might guide him m 
hia oearch: but herein he totally *fiUed; and he 
woa floundering farther and farther into the jangle 
inatead of drawing nearer to the aoq(impliahment 
of hie aim. He had bowerer been careful tp note 
the landmarka which might guide him book to tl|e 
* hoepitable caTcm ; and toworda erening he began 
to retrace bSa way thither, half famiahed dtad with 
aometbing Tory much like a proapect of atorration 
before him. 


He hod to poaa on oaaemblago of traea^ conati- 
tttting a denoe grore, and occupying about a couple 
of ocrea of ground. Aa he drew near thia grore^ 
the Barker foneied that he heard* the oou^ of 
buoMUi Toicea. He atopped and liatened. Tea— 
oaauredly hia conjecture woa right I But who 
might the individuola beP* Iif a country where 
the membera of the brute creation were of ao for- 1 


oAdablef fmrful, end hideoua a nature, come of 
the hiUMm epe^ itaelf might be dongeroua to 
faU .im ilrith* So thought the Barker; end he 
leaolTed to proceed wi>h caution before 
“ wlf to there truTellera^ wboerer 
they bit. Thr irregttloritiee of' the grore— 
the taeea of whieh ettetched out at one point and 
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deaign: ao that the Barker wna enabled to And a 
hiding-place, whmioe he himaelf mlght:Faoannq^ 
without being oeana. 

He now beheld two nativea^ a o a t ed upon a apot 
where only the abort grooa grew; and the amoul- 
dering embera of a fire ahowed that they hod re- 
cently been cooking the proTiaiona which they were 
now eatmg. Tbeoe conaiated of >ioe end Tcge- 
tobleai but CTer and anon one of the Hindooa took 
a oort of gourd, which woa along by a leathern 
belt orer hia ahoiflder, and haring ap|died it to hia 
own lipa, he pooaed it to hia companion. The 
latter, inatead of a gourd, had a aort of knapaock 
alung oTer hia own B)ioulder ; and both were men 
between thirty and forty yeora of age, attired in a 
manner that ahowed they belonged to a humble 
cloae. Bach bowerer hod piatola in hia belt ; and 
each a muaket, rifle, lying by hia aide. They 
hod no horaea t-*they were evidently trarelliog 
upon foot; and they had curioualy contrived 
Imthern legginga reaching nearly up to the middle 
of their' th%ha— no doubt to protect their lower 
limba frdm the fonga of renomoua reptilea while 
making their way through the 'jungle. They 
aeenaed happb and content^ enough, oa if repoa- 
ing in that abode with a perfect aenae of aecurity; 
ao that the Barker wondered how they could feel 
themaelvea thoa aafe agaimt the audden attack 
of a boa conatrictor from p tree, however great 
their reliance might be on ‘their firc-orma in core 
of the appearance of a wild beaat. 

The Barker, encouraged by their evident good- 
humour, waa about to imue forth from hia place of 
concealment and aocoat the two nativea— to whom 
he intended by aigna to make known that he waa 
hungry— when a apectocle which he beheld, re- 
tain^ him atill in ^ hidiifg-plaoe. It muat be 
underatood that tbu hiding-place woa amongat a 
number of treea jutting forth aa it were from the 
aide of the grove itaelf, and therefore half enoloaing 
the open apace where the two nativea weVe re- 
poaing and feaating. They themaelvea wbre lying 
in auch a way that their backa were towarda the 
grove and their aider towarda the Barker. It waa 
juat at the very Inomeni when the Burker waa 
about to iaaue forth and reveal himaelf, that he* 
beheld aome dork object, juat within the treea and 
thick underwood behind the two nativea. Thg 
next inatant the branch of a tree woa put oaide ; 
and the dark countenance of a man peered forth 
upoil the two travellera. Thia movemrat woa evi- 
dently executed in oo atealtby and noiaeleaa a mod- 
ncr that the tnfrellera themaelvea remained unaua- 
pioiona of it i for no doubt if they hod heard even 
ao much oa the ruatling of a leaf, they would have 
graaped their riflea ami atorted up to their feet. 
The Burker knew not what it meant i but a vague 
terror aanaed upon him— for he fancied that aome 
mioohief wm intendtd; and he remained molfon- 
leoa oa a atatue in hia hiding-plaoe. But hii qyea 
were riveted upon the apot where that dork coun- 
tenance hod appeared. Again the branch woa put 
oaide in the aomq noiaeleaa manner la before; and 
now the Barker beheld two ewoithy coaotenanoea 
looking down upon the travellera. He woa near 
enough to obaerve the einiater glare of the eyea 
belonging to thoae two countanenoee; and u atill 
deeper terrqr waa atricken into hit owfl heart 
2f oil thia hod occurred u hia own notiTc lia^ 
the Bufkae would have deubtleaa token oobm deei- . 
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je part t but hera, in tbit horrible Jungle, itVu end leeming bp their deipefeli moTenente to be 
iiite different. Indeed, hie mind wee attenueted hattlingffor their rerj litee. The Barker eompre- 
f the eenie of continuoni perili which earrounded bended it aU ! Oo^ with n o o eei at the e^ 
im— bj the objeote he had aetB'— and bp hie hor- had been thrown forth horn amidit the ahadi ^ 
ble dreama at night : be waa in a itrange land, the treea. With aneh unarring akilAilneia and 
here ererptbing waa diiforeni from what he had terrible preeiaion were there lam oaad that the 
MO aoeuatomed to in Bngland ; and thipi waa it nooaea had foUen round the Moka of the two tie- 
lat the Borker in an Indian Jangle wm himeelf fellera; while >the muideiera amongat the treat 
different being from the Barker in hie own were drawing the oorda tight, ao that the wretohad 
loniip. ^ riotiffla were aiieadp in the agoniea of death. 

There he waa, motionlaaa in hia biding-plaoe,*- Aecoatomad thohgh the Bwlur waa to deada ef 
ia mind fall of a diamapad luapenie : there were crime, not onlp in reapeot to thair eontaffiplatiaa^ 
m two trarallera, reolining on the graaa, unioi- bat olao their perpetration, he wai n efe r t h el e ai 
dooaof impending e?il; and there^in the denae aatoonded, horriffad, and appalled it thic epee* 
aae of rerdaie behind them, were the two einia- tade. Bten if he had wiabed to mo?e^ be 1 m 4 
r eountenenoee, with i^ea glaring aa if upon in- not tha powan hia limba were paraipoad<«4dt 
ndad Tietima. All of a sudden two objeete wore blood had all eurdted in hk tdnt. He oauldffbr 
kfownforth— predadp at the lame inatent— from longer see tim mufdiNni within the gfofwt bat kt 
nidat tboee treeatkand the next moment the two had a frtehtfol tkw of thdr fktim *fko kda 
ifortonate trafdleri were writhing, oonfulibg^ writhiiig in the agoniec of death and falallpfautp* 
Ho. 97.*-^ov»n Banina. \ 
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I ing al tilt mdf whioh were H^bt round their murderers still be there; and one of those 
I throats. Mi length their mortal safferings were fatal oords might be thrown out for its deadly 
I put ap end to ; and there they lay, still and dead^ noose to eneirole Hii own neck as he had seen both 
those who bad so lately been in the enjoyment of eirde the neoks of the dead towards whom he was 
tigorotts life, eiehanging oonririal words^ died with now oantbusly and timidly adrandng 1 But all 
smiles nppn their lips! The Barker feH as if a pas still; and the BaFker,,gainiDg more and more 
noose were round his own,pfeli| gad he dared eourage, |poeaeded to possess himself of the gourd, 
Boaroely eren breathe, fef pif |s|| bn diould be* the knapaaok, and the remnant of provisionsb He 
tray his presence thim and bei pm the third longed to larri end rifle the pegmos of the dead ; 
▼ietim I . fer if bo found mtnej^ npOA them it might be sor- 

The two assassins now emergedi frep Ihelr amr fiosable to him if g¥er heshoald suoesed in getting 
. bush. They were tall, atUeife, Indirl- ogt af tbit jvngls i but a sudden rustling amongst 

I duals— nearly naked— eieh with bat a sesnty gar- the teaes m^a him Aoo ava^ fer his rery life. 

I ment of dark eloth Ibstened round the aaiddle of XCe was at a ooniidsrable distanoe before Jie dared 
I the body. Tbeir pyea had a fe|pe|fHia glaie^ like to look back ; and then he beheld not the ferms of 
I those of wild beasts ; and mben tbejp at tha miscreants whom he so muoh dreaded that his 

I esoh other, with fleiee UeedtiUvaty safisAielto at eyes would eooounter. 

the contemidation of the work they had performed, .He sueoeeded in gaining his osTsm : but there 
! the Barker pereeiTed that their teeth had been was another sovreo of surprise and myatiOcatiou 
filed into points^ io that they resembled those of a for Uim« A fire had eridently been lighted in 
shark, or the sharp Jagged edge of a law..^ Altoge- front of thc^eare during the day; another mass of 
thor them wet someibiog unnatural and nenfl-like boiled rice and a of feuits were left in the | 

in the appearance of those, misereants i for though niohe undornoath the ioophole. But no human 
they hi^ the humtp shape, it was seareely possi- being was tn be sean on that spot except tim 
ble to faney that they were ipitablo human be- Barker himself. The man was seised with a sort 
ingi. The Barker trembM for hie lifgt his of Tuguo and awful terror, ae if with the sense 
bieitifh was held with kosfmautpfais i Ml IMood that be was the objeet of i^e design on the pare 
seemed to torn into ion in Ms n^c. of preternatural powers. Perhaps the Bncmy of 

MofI of our readem will ham fOmprehendsd Mankind himself was placing that food in his way, 
that tbo two astaisini belonged to the horrible mbio effectually to seal hie doom than his own 
sect of or (BpmMM wbleh has not alto- antecedent ofimes could hare done P But this was 

gether dfimeafod IMl the' penioeula of Hiodo- an impressioR that could not be permanently made 
Stan. The lltu4lS9 4M IMt however know who they on cuoh a miud at tbe Barker’s ; and he be ;an to 
were; nor bsifl' bS W IJightest Idsa thgt their bam an inkling of the real truth. Doubtless that 
murderous pgllMm SlistttllljM * ^ diabolie cavern served as a temporary haltiog'plaes for . 

oreed as well lur il^ifStio^ Hs took wayfarers through the dreadful jungle P — and 

them to be mcfal||iii^Slb|IHt this occari^ had< doubtless likewise the food was left by some well- 
I availed thomsehraa^ Sbg yrijltrit mgiiM of taking povidod person for tbe use of any loss fortunate 
' tbe lives of theu ilslimb .wPMl th^y did wet dgre indiridual who might be compelled In trust entirely 
; provoke to an open eumklill f|l IHiWMit tif tbS fire*' to such thoughtful charily ? These were the ideas ! 
arms they possesasd. ^ that now arose iq tbe Barker's mind; sand tha ' 

The Strangleie^aving gralUlsCHhelv hofrfblf reader is already aware how ponsistent they hap- j 
propensity dbr* murderous deeds by ftrfng for a pened to be with the actual truth, 
few minutes upon their na|tms-jwnsaedsd to talo Ho was now will supplied with provisions for 
possession of their weapona; and tUsn. anfastooiug tbe next two or three days; and he found that the* 
the cords from around the nesJ^ of the murdered gourd contained soma exceedingly potent spirit. ' 
men, the Thugs plunged again into the recesses of Ho ate and drank heartily; but his soul was the* 
tbe grove. They did not tarry to riilS thg persous prey to p continuous trouble— for ho dreaded lost 
of their victims i they did not e?en so m&oli as ohanro^or previous knowledge should bring tbe 
• open the knapsack which was slung over tjfe sbariT-tuctlied murderers to his cave. On oxamin- 
shonldev of one of them t nor did they teach tlm ing tbo knapsack, ho found that it Contained ca 
liquor , which the gourd oontained, uor «the ro- quantity of despatches, written in a manner whioh 
maindM of tbe food which had been left upon he could not p9SBibly comprehend ; and he tbere- 
the grass. They vaniebed from the Barker’s view, fore concluded that the victims of the Stranglers j 
bearing with them tbeir fetal lassos, had all the must have boon messengers bearing some doou- 
weapons that had belonged to tbe vfotimi of this ments from one Indian authority to another. 
hideouB ■■lainjnatinii Wbeil tbo darkness set io, the Barker bsrri- 

For nearly half^nthour, hnwevev, did tha Burkef cadod the place with even greater precautions than 
remain in hit Mding-plaoe after the departure of those lie bad previously adopted. He slept but 
tbe Slrengbvsb He woe eCiihid la move^ now little that night; and when slumber did fall upon 
thought muoh less of snakei^ reptilei^ and tigerih his eyes, it was more than ever feverish and un- 
tbaa of those boriihle miasreanta whose victima oasy ; ior pot merely were his dreanas now haunted 
lay ftretebed motionlsA before his eyes. At length by wild behsjs and reptiles, but liie wise by the 
the Burkjllh began to take txAirage somewhat ; and images of human beings as terrible as the tiger 
IhfeldsB 'Mnt the ooast nsusi now be completely and aa stealthy as the serpent. 
oWr« liw xblo forth from hia' Idding-plaoo. Ib 

'vrw MX however with f eas^. and tromhi ing that t 

hqjlpfiiwched the corpses : for by so dony? )io 
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pK awakingf in tho Ridrttin|t» tbe Bufkalf Mriottily 
reflated upon bis posidami and he eune t<t the 
fixed resolte of eseaptofi out of that Jungle, oh 
perishing in the Mtempt. Being tbna determined 
to hbandon the bospitabte oard$ the Barker filled 
the knapnek with the hemnafit of hit pfovieioni 
and slung it oTOr hit shoulders. He likewise took 
with him the gourd ; for it ^ill eontained no ineon. 
sidorabla quantity of apirite, which tiHng of a very i 
potent oharactor, produ&d much effhct with oven 
the sihallcSt drum. 

It cost the Barker somo re^et to leave the 
cavern that had sheltered him } for he felt like a 
man who was leaving a harbouf of comparative 
safety to enter upon the torriflo perils of unknown 
' seas. Perhaps, indeed, the miscreanC wOuld have 
! remained altogether in that plaeej|,arusefug to fiie 
I benevolence oi wavfarers* to continue their supplies 
I of provision; but after tho t raged/ which' bs bad 
' beholden in the .jungle, ho could not linger in a 
I neighbourhood which appeared to be infested with 
• human monsters at iarmidable as thole a hieh be<> 

, longed to tho brUto <^eation. Tho Barker accord- 
ingly set out, with hiS gourd and his knapsack, to 
enter upon the stupendous task of finding an issue 
from the jungle. Lot the roader eunceive how 
great would have been the danger and the conster- 
D itiun of thote mariners of tho olden titna who 
were tbe first to penetrate into the awful watery 
solitudes of tbe South Pacific, if their compass had 
been lost. But almost equally hopeless was the 
task now entered upon by this mun-~ea(Hised to a 
thousand perils — without fire-arms or weapons of 
any ^ kind to protect himself against the wild 
I animals that aWarmed in tho solitudes of that 
I juugle^ignorant of the way he ought to pursue— 

I and going forth to trust ontifely to hazard and to 
accident to guide him out of^this dread inhospi- 
! table region. , 

I* Not far had the Barker proceeded, when at a 
distance of about a hundred yards ahead ho per* 
ceivod a tall object, which ho had at first taken U't 
a tree, or shrub, suddenly put itself in motion. 
'What at tho outset bo had fancied tw^e the 
branches, all in an instant expanded and seemed to 
DC flapping violently. The Idea that it could bo a 
bird flashed through the BurktVs mind : but a 
bird of at ledst seven feet in height appeared to 
him an impossibility. Tet a second thought made 
him refltet that a country which could prdduce 
snakes so monstrous ns those which hq had seen, 
might contain dmongst Itss^ldgicnl wonders birds 
as colossal aa the object which ha now< beheld at a 
little distance. Ha Stood Still, less terrified per- 
haps than fan bad been at the sight of other living 
things the icry names of which made the blood 
run cold and tho flesh creep upon the bones : but 
,Sti(R he wss flir from fooling comfbiSable. 
i * It wUs indeed a bird wbioh the man Wit oon^ 

' iemplatlng; and it wad flow walking slowly awsiy 
I f^bm the ^t where bo first saw it. We may as 
weU inform tbt rSader thul it was one of the 
tsmt spedel^ Which ofito attains tbe height id five 
feet; and sometimes grows to the proportions of 
this speeitatCn Which thC Barker now survey- 
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diuljr to ektUt right of a ibrm to whiob tho of# 
wsS unaeOmtoefii^ It dfififiCisd towards the Burkob. 
Now tl^e mkil wfis SClM with a oCmplole tertoiri 
ho turiwd find fiM« Bui the giaat aqntanl tM 
was tpoedi^ ih hrid etosb viohi^ ; anc^ apptohOnd- 
ing a suddcti nttaek^ 4ifi' Snaiohcd up a Urge stono 
against which fals Itmf IdrikiMU Bortanfite tor him 
Vas it that ho steiqiod bask at tfib Samfi moment 
I with tho BpSdd of Kgbtning : tot ftfisa tho very 
fpot whChCO ho had piokod Up thO ntdat^ a cobra 
dt dhpoUo durtfid forth; Mstog fto hifigotfC boodod 
head, hissing, and prOj^ng to kt hfah. in 
another toomoht tho adjutant Bird senfid iho cobra 
in its bill ; and the Barker akailodf tfimoelf of tho 
ciroamstanco to place a still greatib iniarvkl bo- 
tween hiinlblf and that colossal spedifidh of tho 
feathered tribes Ho looked haok i— tbs reptUd ^ 
had disappefired from the bill of the Bird and thO 
bird itself was sicwly walking away In a contrary 
direction to that whirh tba Barker wda pursuing. 

Kelleved toom that sourSm of apprCbensiou, tm 
wantlefer ebnCinned bis path-*if path it Oould Bs 
Called Whore boaton road tfa^ was none, and 
where hO advaneod fiUiidst thick undOrwocK} of 
rank grass— of o^.ofoO^pafcBCi of nrtH 
tbe herbage As rikOft and sWoOt, Oonstitktidg tha 
tow eases of whri&odifi vogotsltlon ih that wUder* 
ness. For n eduple of hcuri tko Btirkor pro- 
ceeded without ekperiooaing any totoh peril or 
alarm— antii alt Of a sudden he Was startled by n 
terrific crashing amongst fi ne^bOuring thicket | 
and thence emerged a huge animal^ which by the 
trunk and fbC tbUg if he kneir to be an 
elrpbant. The brurCb llwmid to‘ BO either in a 
naturally wild or eleb frightened state; for OU 
omergiog frCm th# Britfc<s It stood snorting, elOvaU 
log Its trunk, and phW^, Or rather trampling : 
the ground With its feet. Tbe BUrker stood 
transfixed with ferret for a few moments i Be wM 
then abonf tt|lttrn and fly, when there wga a sud- 
den rush tbe same tbickqt— fihd aootbet 
ginimal made its appearance. The fiext moment 
the elephant ^nd this ifew-outoer closed as if wOre 
in combat; find still Was the Barker transftted, 
gHZing upon the awfiil Scene. 

Tho brige with which the elephant was thUi i 
engigod, was of considerably less dimensions; and 
fit had a long curving tusk, or horn, on tho upper ^ 
part of its snoUt. Tho wandoref in the jnnglfi ; 
kiiow^ot what it was: bat the reader has by this 
time domprohondod that it wfis a rhinoesros— the 
deadly foe of the elephant. Bach CeOniCd to be 
ftttly aware of the mode of attack thoit Would Be 
mdopted by the other. The elephant mahed at • 
the rhinoceros to pierce it with its long tasks i 
but the rhiuoecros, though apparently so un- 
wieldy, wheeled about, escaped the meditated 
blow, find then ru^ed in with tbe infenribii of 
ripping its opimnenVa belly with its own tusk. 
Then the elephant itself ‘ displayed' ■ simHair 
figility; and with' a sudden movement rbeeivSfi 
tho blow upon its hfiuuih, Where iu imponethfolh 
akin was an eftootItVl armour of resistance. tUfol 
front to front they Were again s-^thia tlitte fkb 
idcpbant^S sNurp-pmUted tusks pierced the ifl^ Bf 
, tbe rhiUbfisroa^ 'n^ar the Shouldcf; and 
moment thw hotel of the woWnded Britfo Was 
'driven hp With fill tbe force of tfie impulsive Bead 
into the belly of the elepbant. Bbwis fell the 
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haft anlini^ a atrange and terrific foand denoting 
Ui mortal agony ; while the viotorioas rhinoceroa, 
drawing kaA'for an inetant^ roahed forward and 
Inflietad another hideous ripping wound. 

The Barker meanwhile bad been gaaidg with 
indeaeiibable feelinga of mingled awe and horror t 
but he now tarried to behqld no morei for he 
dreaded leat the conquering tnute ahould aeek him 
aa another riotim. He plunged fiwther and far-* 
tiler into the jungle his brain diaay with the 
idea of all the horrora that aurrounded him, and 
loat in an appalling wonderment as to what new 
aphetaole might auddenl j buret upon hia riew. He 
draw near a foreat whioh atretehed far atithe eye 
could reach upon his right hand ; and if he had 
been skilled in the vegetable history of Hindo- 
Stan, he would hare known that it Was an immense 
assemblage of those superb teak-trees whioh rival 
the British oak in the building of ships. Avoid- 
ing the foreat as mneh as possible!, on account of 
the double perils of boa conatriotors and St^glers, 
the Barker tamed away to the left| and another 
hoards journey brought him to a new scene of 
verdure. Here towering palm-trees were laden 
with their fruit— that fruit whioh he could not 
reaeh : but he beheld countiess monkeys running j 
up t|^e stems and playing amongst %he brmohes. 
Mangoes were there growing itf wild abunilanee: 
but the Barker dared not eat of them, tor he was 
afraid of being poisoned. Pepper-vines and ear- 
damom-planta were richly interspersed around: | 
the plantain and the jack were likewise flourishing | 
there. 

The beams of the vertloal sun were now fraught 
with so intense a soltrinem that the Burker would 
have given worlds to be enabled to seek some 
gratelbl abade: but for the reasons above set forth, 
he dared nob He was athirst; for jinee he had 
left his cavern be had found no pool nor etroagi 
with whose waters he mights moisten his foverish 
lips. He dragged himself painfmly alongi but in 
another half-hour he reaobed a* broad stream. 
Here he sat dbwn to slako his thirst and bathe hi^ 
feet: but scarcely had he taken off bis sboei^ when 
a Ibng terrifie head was thrust up Ibovo the sur- 
foee of the water at a little distanoo ; and the 
f*pmg jaws showed frightfal range^ of teeth. 
With a cry— a perfect yell of agony, wh'C^ re- 
sounded through those wilds— the Burker started, 
Up to his feet, snatched up bis shoei^ and darted 
away. On glancing back, he beheld a tremOndous 
alUgator.emerge from the river ; and more quickly 
sped the affrighted wretch, his mind suffering cx- 
erueiatioBp as terrifie as if ho were aotually in the 
jaws of the stupendous reptile. But when he 
again looked ronpd, he pereeived that he was safe 
pureuit; and he sank eshausled and in de- 
spair upon soBse masses of granite took. Tears 
eomsid their way down the foee of the unhappy 
Bsan. He who had never khowdf what eompune- 
tioa was when about to perpetrate a erime— he 
who hbd s^ done murder's work without re- 
BBone ii Mf.'vept at theVearfol position in which 
he Whiehevto way ha tureafi, 

or of dangor-T-indeed, of both 
snslMtf i jW"***^ thomseives. The grass under 
bis n i it fm 9pm abot^ bis head— the brakes on 
; one lmnd<u.tiie thiefcata on the other— the very 
^■Jisqaii with wlmse waters ha sought to slake bis 
nphtik oere all teeming with living beings threaten- 


ing him with a horrible deatlb Little had the mia- 
oreant ever tbough} of a future state or of punish- 
ments in a world to come : but now it seemed to 
him as if there were veritably a hell upon earth, 
affording a frightful foretaste of the one that was 
to be euperien^ hereafter I 

The Burker put on his shoes; and wiping away 
the tears which had flowed down bis oheeksb he 
applied himsrif to the contentseaf the gourd in 
order to acquire the reckless courage of de^ra- 
tion. He now looked about him to ascertain the 
nature of the npot where he had sunk down ex- 
hausted. We have already said that he had 
thrown himself upon some granite blookte and a 
closer inspection showed him that they belonged 
to the rums of an edifice. These ruins occupied 
about a quarter ^of an acre; and the wanderer 
walked slowly around them. Whatever the edifice 
might have been,*it had almost completely yielded 
to the effects of time or else to some convulsion of 
nature ; for it had fallen into a destruction that 
weH nighlrendered it a heap of shapeless, mean- 
ingless ruins. But presently the Barter discovered 
the irmnant &i a gateway, the upright pillars of 
which still remained. He lookqd in; and the 
burning beams of the vertical sun fell fully upon 
a figure of hideous appearanqp and colossal dimen- 
sions, which appeared to be seated upon an eleva- 
tion such as a throne or an altar. Despite the 
potent alohohol which he had imbibed from the 
gourd, the wanderer's mind was still so attenuated 
as to be keenly susceptible of the most startling 
impressions ; and his first idea was that a country 
which teemed with such monsters of the brute 
creation, might likewise possess human beings of 
a giant shape. But it was only an effigy of Mack 
marble on which the Burker was gaaing— a Hindoo 
deity that bad survived, so to speak, the ruin of 
the temple whioh enshrined it. The Burker soon 
saw that it was only an image: he gathered 
oourage— and he penetrated a little way fhrther, 
taking a positiom where the overhan^ng masses 
of a once shapely masonry protected him from the 
beams of the sun. ^Tbero he sat down ; and open- 
idg^his knapsack, partook of his provisions. An- ' 
other appliiAtton to the gourd strengthened his 
mind in the sense of a reckless desperation: and 
presently oleep stole upon his eyes. 

For^bout a couple of hours the wearied wan- 
derer %hus slept ; and as he slowly awoke, it was 
to encounter the aspect of the cdoss^ offifif 
blaok marble. Fbr a few moments he gaaed with 
an appalled consternation : for daring the interval 
of slamber he had forgotten where he was and 
what object he had last seen. By degreee however 
the reeolhntioD came back to his mind; and it was 
also by degrees that he grew aware of some life- 
like motion on the Airface of the blaok marble 
efilgy. He looked with increasing horror in his 
gase and in bis mind; and bis hair stood on end 
as he gradually comprehended the hideous truth. 
Humerous muiu§, of small diosensionsb were creep- 
ing over the BEmdoo dei^,— some twining around 
its brow— others dragging their slimy frids over 
its foee — some twisting around fis arms— some 
winffing about its legs— others hisslM es they 
trailed tb^ lengths upon its body. The Barker 
discerned likewise that these letftiM were hooded 
like the cobro, though they were of a different 
colour. They ifere indeed the m a nitia snakes— 
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mdowad with a vtnom u dMdlj m the oobm feet Jiiaupelf for idie sight i for thoiigb he eottid 
tnemetWee; hat ioitoad of lurlw in the grails eeardeljr doen hlveelf asHin from rtMaing «rild 
they deUght# in iniheting old boildinge end drhg« boMt% jol he gl leeel fhgeied he wee eafe aggM 
ging their tttmy ebile over grenlte or marble, the ioeUUoiu aMadtti.et veptilie i— and enrvbnnded 
TbmfB wai oomething appallingl/ horrible in the b/ to rfanj frightfhl peilU ae he va% it nainrall j 
igeetade of tl^ aerpenti thoe plajdag about the appeared a ooueolatien to hate even a portion i 
motlbnlaaa im^ | and the Barker, eo aoon aa he them for the time mlj|igaled or iet at root, 
eonldlnanj wajreeover from the eonatemation into duafc eloaad in around hirnrHar, rather, we 

which the eight hcA' thrown him, ruihed' forth from Bhonld aajr, aa mueh of doak ai ibeie wee in that 
amidat the rnina of that templet Hia eara aa he olime mad at that aeaaon of the pear ; and the 
thua Wt a precipitate tetreat were ealnted wiitk Borker alept JEfoir loiig ne had ahunbered ha 
aaoh a oommiogling of horrible himingi^ thathd knetr noti but. he wee aiaahenedf,h/ the nmal 
fancied the whole reptile population of the teiiple frightfol din. The whole Judgle leemed attve 
must bemwarming out in purauit of him : ao that with honrible noiaei^^be howl^ the briai^ gad the 
again did hia Uood ourdle in Hia veina-«again did jella of wild baaata all mingliog id ono appalling 
an.iee chill appear to amito hia heart— and again and atupendoua ehortti. Xbe wrotohed man aforted 
did the verj flesh creep upon hie Jbonei. np with hie hair etahding on end, hia frame qiiim- 

Bitterly did he now repent having left hie cavern, ing violontlj, and hia heart palpitating wi£ ftteh 
Better — far better were it for «him to have re- foroo that it aaemed M if il moat Iratit. BCe 
mained there, even though it were to encounter hatoned in awful oonatematSon t he eonld eateh the 
the peril of the Stranglere* doadlj ocoee, than to aounde of ohjeeta rnahing amoQgat the nnderwoed 
wander thua forth amidat aoenea where it he oglj and the long rank graaa whieh bounded the deigrt 
lay down to reet, it wae in the midet of a swarm place that he had oboeen for bit home during the 
of venomoua reptiles. Bo thought Bad the vetch night. It gtcned aa if death in come frlghgfol 
of thanking heaven for having preserved him from ihape moat every mmufieevectake him; and imigi* 
the hideous danger which for two hours he bad natfem can eeneeive gotUng more horrible tbSa 
nnoonseioualy incurred t but be gave vent to ter- the din by whieh be, was '*eavitoaed- Bhr ill IN 
rifle impreoationi Msinat hia folly for having Uving thbgs in that jungle to be thue diapdltliig^ 
quitted the oave. To return thither was impoa- gambolling, quarrcHii^, or flghting, was apmelhing 
aible ; ha had not studied to preserve the reeollee- more than the human brain eo2d endure* Bfo 
tion of any landmarks to (^ide him back to it; felt ae if he were going madi a terrible baw&U 
and be oould no more from memory retrace hie derment eeised upon him— he mriied and 
way than he oould epontanaoualy diaoover an iaaue thither— nntil at length he sank down oompletely 
from the jungle. exhausted, and hia aenaea ebandoned hiaa* 

Tet where waahe to sleep at night F Not upon When he came baak lo eonaeioiianeaa^ the ana 
the graaa— not under a tree — not up in the wae rising above the distant trees t the jungle wns 
branohes of a tree itself— not by. the aide of a ell oompletely quiet once aaore. The beat aoen 
river— not amidst any ruins on which he might beoame ao iqjhmse that it appeared to extinguish 
stumble! There was death everywhere in that very traoe St life, cave that of the Burker'e only, 
frightful place !— death looked out upon him from But even the amaUe|t inceete which had ewariiiM 
every tnicket— from every tree— from every brake daring the nighty had now vanished; and the at- 
—from every stone. Surely, eurely it wae hell moaphere seemed dead with ite beavyy immonaabla^ 
upon earth P To die by hia own hand P Yes t— ^rrid oppreaaiveneea. The Barker ebaddered w{lh 
but bow P He had no weapon. Ah ! strangula- ^rror ai he thought pf the terriflo din whieh IsmI 
^ tion P He might suspend himself to a tree ? Bo ! startled him Bp in the middle of the night; ini' he 
— ^or he dared not even approaeh a tree for that wondered that he hfd not foUen a victim In the 
purpose. The vrretob must live i he felt that he wild beasta which had raged or frolioked during 
must live on until be should beoome a prey to the the hopra uf the euu'e abeeoos. To past anoh am 
tiger, the snake, or the venomous aerpeax t ^otb& night aa thaH in the midat of the. jungle^ 

He pnciaed bis way, dragging himael^slowly seemed an absolute imposaibUity ; ami the BorBir 
*aIong— hia imly hope being that the jungle must askaihhimaelf in literal anguish of mind whether 
have on end somewhere or anotbir, and that pos- it weae possible to And an imuefrom the wilde rn ess 
•ibiy— yea^ by the 6ar$$t possibility— be might daring the many long hours of daytime that were 
eaoape the myriad perils of that wiidsmeas and now before bimP He partook of his food; he 
find himself safe at last. Oh, what a foint bopel drank of the oontanu of the gourd ; and he le- ^ 
—and yet it was the only one to whieh the wretch eumed hie way. 

bould poacibly cling. He endeavoured to sustain The desert epot wu left behindi he wMOnee 
himself therewith as he pufoued hie way i bat his again floundaring through the jungle. In abool 
progress was exossdiagly alow ; for even when an hoar he reaobed a formt, oomposed entMy 
evening approaobed, the beat oontinaed to be most of bamboos gfowiog Co a oooiideial|e hslfhfo' 
oppressive. Botbing eonld surpaae the pletwiaqae magnifl* 

The son was setting when the Barker reaobed oenoe of that soane: but the Barker aoaios^ eocs* 
a large barren space of*Cwo or three acres in es« prehended it t— heaven tnowe he was in ao hn» 
tent, end whieh presented the slcgular aspect of a' mour to contemplate whatsoever beautiee mriiipo 
perfeet desert in the midst of all the surBoaodiog might present to Ml* in the midst of Minll 
wild, rank; end luxuriant verdure. How this uitev wildemoas^ Taking oaro not to approaeh too frfrw 
desolaltoa on that apot eonld possibly be, tho man to the toees of that forest, he pursued bill fray 
•oMMed aoti biit it no doubt arose from somf* amidst the kmg grasi^— untU all in maglCMit ho 
fcleanieaeiicn, whieh geologiets oould satisfootorUy wae stortM by a savage growl; «|d lacking 
explain. Bfore tho Burksr teedljod to lie down around with aa agoaiauig aonae of Imccoti, be be» 
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held 9M imnntm tigttr At a liiMe dlitaiiM. Xhafa j duiiitar Ufhi-lManed to be bokio^ up at the man 
WEI a tree leae* Forgotfeen all in a memeat waa in the tiee^ Odli and horrible waa the ehadder 
the petelUlit^ that a boa ooiutrieter might be whieb aarepfc thrdagh the ftmker’|h£>rmi aa he 
coiled ‘i^meogat its braoeheti and tor hit life did woadered within himself why the snake bad not 
the Barker rash to that tree. If in ceol dslU attacked hint in Oretorenoe to Che tiger f Ke 
berate momeDts bo bad attempted to climb ap Che knew not that the Tnstinet^of the reptile tanght it 
trunk, hie progress would hara doubtlaoe haen to prefbr that which waa its natural and known 
laboared aad alow : bat now^it was with the reri- taei^y, rathe^.than assail a torm which it was but 
table agility of a moakey that with arma and leg* little accaatomed to behold (p the jungle, ->-a 
deftly moring, the aim was aseempliahedk The human torm the like of which perhaps the reptile 
tiger bounded to the *fooi of the tree Just as tho bad nerer seen before. Indeed, if the Burker bad 
j^ker sooceededr in grasping the lowest hranehesi been batter ii|ptruoted in the hatnCs of that species 
au'l the animal gav^ another terrific howl as it of saake^ he would hare known that he might now 
tonnd that its inteniied victim had escaped* High in all safety deaoend *frotn t;ho tree and pontinue 
up towerdfl the Burker the tiger Im^ i the his way : for that tho reptile and tho tiger would 
frightened man drew himself ae it were into the never separata untU one should have become tho 
narrowest possible eompaisi at the saipe meamnt victim of the other. But all this the Burker knew 
there was a ruiCling amongst the leave# of the not ; and oonscqdently ho dared not think of ef- 
hranchif projeeting from the opposite side of the fecting his escape Indeed, ha fancied that if he 
tree*- and down was flung the hideous kugth of were to descend from the tree, the serpent might 
an immense soake^ it# ooile being wound about the suddenly loo|en its hold upon the tiger to fling ita 
tiges^ body with Bgbtatag rapidity. . deadly ceils around Jiimsolf— and that thus ho 

Be horrified waa the Itorkor at this sptfCaSle, should become exposed to the attank of both tho • 
that his hands rclaaed their bold upon the snak^and theswild beast, 
braoehesi imd be nearly liU»'-**wben 4ie elatohed But to ha doomed to remain in that tree, and 
them eottvailiivaly egalm ^ a man looks down wltoew the spectacle that was passing underneath, 
with eonsferoalien aid with a eold^ ss epi n g tod* was aa ijjea so horrible that |ho man’s brain reeled ^ 
lag of the flseh into the ^Sptli ef a traaeadoue -—a speciee of vertigo seised upon him— and again 
gulf— so looksd dowa the Barker from amidat the waa be about to fall from the tree, when he was 
toUtge of the tsee, at the aeone that waa taking startled by a ludden howl of mingled rage and 
nkme balow. The coUa of the immense snake had anguish that burst from the mouth of the tiger. 
Jpitt ^ag around the tiger juet at the very mo* Ob, with what tenacity did the Burker again 
" aieaS it wea apringiog upward, in tha hope of clutch the branches of that tree !— how fearful was 
rMchiogltot'Bink3iSf,imdthaatOf icptili'ed^ly the shuddering that swept through bis entire 
tolda mA eMed the |Nm>lifa ef (he enhnal, frame ! — how excruciating was the sense of his 
pinioning them ae it wsgg to ile neek. The tiger hideous position I 

Istt downs and by meana of ktohind legi^ as well It was but one bowl which the tiger thus sent 
a* with eonealsi^ litoMWM aad elasticity of forth at that moment: for the ooils which the 
ite body, it plunged^ and wrUhedi ai& made tho snake had probably loosened in malignant sport 
moat daspeMte eflkria to #ssape from ita toarfifl tor an instant, were suddenly drawn tight again. 
mmf. But alb iu vainil &1io boa eoastricter The brute was half strangled onoe moraiebut it 
had iii toil coilodt. tight aoaad ll|e braaek from made the mightigit and most desperato efforts to 
which it bed Ikrawn itsalf } and net more secniely release itself from the deadly coils. It lashed the 
fit a ehip kept at anchor 1^ its eaUs^ than tbat^ grass and ground with its tad— and therewith like- 
tiger was h^ tost by the eappl# toogth of the wise it dealt terrific blows at the snake itself. It * 
sfl^n tried to tear the reptile with its hindnr claws: it 

At flnt terrific howle and oriea of anaulih burst oonvulsod— it writhed— it rolled itself about : its 
from the tiger’s mouth; but those swd ^ased; agony wo^ horrible. Then the snake tightened its 
tor the eenstrioting folds eircled ite neek as Veil coils, jiM^suffioiontly to overpower its victim with- 
aa aU the fore-parc of Ue body; and those told# "out amually extinguishing its life; and there was 
wsta stghtsaed with all their terrific pewei^atU another dread interval of silence. Tight round* 
the saptorad broto was oompsUed to dsmit^toom the braaoh of & tree remained the tail of the 
its bowlings by the sense of strangulatiaa. The soake; its long supple body hung down like an 


Make seemed to have done enough fov the pro- 
leak: or else, with a htdeoiia mJignity, it pur- 


immense rope, gradually becoming thicker and 
thicker until it attained the dimensiena of the 


posed to play with its victim ere cemplatoly Burker’a thigh; and then each successive coil be- 
da^toli^ Bs ct cist ^perkapv eonscimm how came loss bod less in oiMumferenoe, to the thin 
oca^taly the tlgta kiy Ia^ ita power, fit wicbed to tapering neek on whioh the comparatively ecnall 
asasrtaia to wkto axtenb the brute’s effiirta might h^ was fixed.. During this second interval of 
gc to ftleaae itself from the biodiiv coils- At all sUenoe-thie period of suspended death-struggles 
etmto thw cpeka remckied gaiety whem the, tiger, on the part of the tiger— >tho reptile’s eyes egain 
eahaiwto d by im insfibotuAl yndeavpuiu tmeseape appeared to bo looking up towards the Burker 


from the lay motioalMs es if dead* with a gleaming vibrating light. He endeavoured 

The IMkia bed desperately elutehed the to avert his own gaee ; but he found it irresistibly 
braaalMlnfgadev to neiain himself io the tree; bent down again upon these small dark brown 
and AaiMiag: 4toPa,K ha observed all that wa have eeptUe orbs that were twinkling as diamonds, 
beea dlto0rik(a» auald tea the heed of tlia< Again, all of a auddeo, wae there atlesperate 
topiUw. |||[|sig« tost bpiro the tiger’s back,oloie by bSbrt nsade by the tiger to release Utolf- With 
tbgj^stoaof ifieowmluit riimy fold; and eyee— all the power of its bii^ leg% and of its form 
ahiaiiig bfim dtosMMi^ but with a dread wkiek wsa well nigAas aapplaat that of tho snake 
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did it »tnf« to drag the roptUo down Urn 
iba tm* The bot aonatriator eeawiad to 
UIlo n tig klai||) aabia wlim a ablp i« pwU^ 
at Ita iDooringi i bat in a faw mopanta tba wmh 
dfoua alMtioity of the aarpemt wia diapla^ed a (or, 
apparantly witboat an eiXbrt, it ahoataaed itt 
ladgth, aa it were, and drear ibe tiger aoppUtel; 
in toaMf the root of tl^ tba $ivr|car« 

with hair atonding^oa and* wd tba dai^ craapiag 
aoldiji beard the emabiag of |bo honea of the 
agonifittg wild haaat: (or the aaUa of the mka 
ware giiing tba lait Ihlal #f idenoa of Uwiv. oow 
otfiatinf powap. 6lo«J|p f4faiiead iba roeko^e 
baad» fo^har and ip^ar aoar the Mf of the 
tigrr I tightar and tightaa bectama the oeila i pore 
oontinuoua» but bkawiaa pora and pora laagnidt 
grew the aonrulaiona and the wHtbiaga of tba 
pariabing wild baait. At laog ttf tba bigar 3ip 
potionleia— but not thia tipa to jeaover lirop ita 
ezhauation and gather atrangth for a new effort to 
ebake off ita anamj. The tiger waa ^ad* 

Again there waa an intarvid of ailenSe ;,and tba 
Barker might diata faneiad that tba anaka wjb 
dead likawip, ware it not that ita ogee oontifoed 
to gleam with that horrible reptile Ugbtj and that 
its length batwedn the branch enitaiaiag iti tail 
and the oommenoament of ita cuila aroiiiDd the 
tiger, dangled laailj tb and fro, like a partioUj 
loaned oable agitated by the wind. But not long 
waa thla interTol of ailraeot for aoon did the boaea 
again begin to eraah; and now all along theaupple 
length of the aerpent there wep the eridenoea of 
the atroBg moseular potion, the vibrationa and 
tiie teoaiono, by which the eonatricting procoM wm 
• arried on againat the laat impedimenta. The 
tiger lay with ita mouth open, ita tongue lolling 
out and dabbled with blood. Its green eyes were 
fixed in a glaaey etare; and the oonetricting power 
of the reptile gave a eontinuoue oscillating potion 
to the form of the wild beat! itielfi Gradually 
the anahe wound ita eoila completely about tba 
tiger, which thua kept on elongatipg in the power- 
ful gripe of eaeh iron fold. The proeeeded de- 
liberately with the work that tt waa occomplieb- 
ting : it bad to break the bonca in aeaiy part of the 
hrute'a body ; and thua at length ita neck encir- 
cling the binder lega, dpw them tight up againat 
the belly of the wild beast. Riba, legi^ tokhone 
all were tbue eucceaaively ernabed ; ao thaj^t the 
expiration of a time the tiger paeaented p the 
mew only *one long abapeleae pom. Brer and 
anon the anake deaiated for awhila^ aa if to real 
—or aa if to gloat oeer ita triumph and ita in- 
tended peal And all thia while the Barker te- 
mainod in the trea^ a apaclator of ,tha bidcout 
acene I 

Two mptal houra thua paaaed from tbw moment 
when tbo anake fint flung iteeeoUa about the form 
of the tigerv wntil the peant which our dtaanpttou 
baa juit retched. Two moctel houml— they 
aeemed two centtuica to the miaerable man f no- 
thing ooold be poae heeaable than the aenaaikion 
prodneed apoa him by the hrcahpg^craahhig^ and 
eniahing of those honea. He foU aa, if the anake 
wore coiled aioptd himacH and ae if they were 
hit own hoitoe which iraee thaa fidghhUUly JiMldhig 
to the tofoApI piaaioNw Indaedp the woiid hac 
no hpguage pem e pin g tevpe torong enough to 
cMMuy an idea of ail the wNtoh«^to*^needdoaiug 
these cum p«M houim Hethlug* ^ ^ Puttie 

a 


cNply kgown the bcmn of the jungle, epiMd )ifo 
copjtoff^ ^ one> Uia copphlp^ 

^ W toOPpImo meaegrutg a| 

least (er^ feel fit oru in itself a. ttupon-* 

dona hoifhf ji bgt wheg bo beerd the bones oraah 
"•aad. Ignorant of tbappgiiit< habitf of the anhk«» 
trembled Wt U nhoidd oak /tooAer Tietim— be 
felt ae if ha wsto eboifl to forth in tbc.wUd 
aguish af a nmniae- . , ^ , 

But the roptibt had alhcf;,um« tg ido. Omda- 
ally foosening toi,eei|i frem*araMl IN ttfi^ H 
began tooovar tba oarsMe pith a slime 

which its lifidlaue potosd forth,T-tto lambent 
toagua piping Iba trlw, and itapet gaming 
a manner that added foe^ detoUo to the uuapcaki* 
able hidemfonsM of tho untiire copa. At tba saiao 
tipe a poot^aiehly and rofolttog alfoiTiam Vegan 
to ctroW abottt tb# Burker, ae ha cat up in tba 
tree. It grew mop. and pore intenaei tho whole 
atmoaphere amnd him acamed powmed. Ito 
thought that tho atro^aet life oould not remain 
proof agaiuet that diagtoting odour i again, did a 
apaciat of tertigo aoiao upon hip) and again did 
ho olutoh the branchsi with all hia paucr in order 
to aan himeelf (tom failing. 

Arouaog by that affjrh port p o ch a ni aa l toop 
Yolunttoj p. the again looVod down to 

bohold tba doiop gf tN inaVo- It naa ptopofing 
to etjoj the fruits ef ito tcinmpn-^ banquet 
afWr its own foihion upon its tioiip***to fkirtoko 
of ito horrid pcoU Xh* Barker oould aoorealy 
beliere tho erideneo' of hia own aonaot whoa ha 
porcfivad that tho maho naa preparing to swallow 
the luhrieated and elongated oaepeae m the tiger. 
The reptile'e head waa of a epallneaa and its neck 
of a nanoamep in eoapawaoai with the bulk of 
ita body at tba thkheal parV that it aeemed tm- 
poaaible for pren an, ohjeot a quarter oa great at 
the dead wiA beaat to bo awolloved in euob a 
pinner. Bow giaat therafore waa the Burkec*a 
amaaomeut-^how brafoblam hii horror— how foar- 
ful the intormt^whfoh ba axpeticneed, when be 
peroeiTed tho jawa of the anake ope mto an extont 
#bioh readily allowed thm to suck in ac it were- 
the head ei the tiger* with ito toil atiU retain- 
I ing a Arm held of the braneh of lha teeo, aa 
if on thia support depended tho entire muscular 
power whiol the reptile p08ee8aad,->it proceeded 
•lowly— Vnd it eren appeared, painfully— to suck 
ifk the remainder. Tbit uppoUing prooese lasted^ 
for nearly bolf-an-houri toen slowly did the 
boa disengage ito toil from the brench ; and ea 
much or its length aa bod remained suspended to 
the treaw dropped heavily to the ground. Tho 
•noke BOW lay oom^etely still t itoheod woe huriod 
aoaBOwbeio a^at ito eoila— ao that tba i ibroting 
eyoi wort an longer looking up at the Barker* 
He eeuld peretive whare^ in the thioikaat pert of 
ito body, the meutef the iwoltowediMia lay s for 
there waa a tremaudeue bulgang-oiitW tba rep* 
tile’a form deflaiog thauomfflcto oewlrtvatfoAof 
that deglutod maai. 

Bor laarly four bnuca had thaBuifoor now acf . 
aaiped to the toetp and ha hagaw to aeeoUeqt. 
aometotog ha had onew heaad or read of the. torpid 
atatato wkieh rdplilea remain for a hmg , wiilto 
aftor hnttof pMtohm ef a maal. fltill VqNNto. 
bal touapdlat^ daeomd foam tba trto>>wliliiiiigV 
itrangto 4Mid cfeiiengm gtow hto Mtof andhto 
that lha a grp an t waa now powarleea to Vimt hlato 


The efflafiwii ooatiauad moit polaonouf— ooet 
■ieklj I ImpU aiiigled with the hee?/ eoltrj eir« 
whioh wee iteelf itefnant end deed ; end there wee 
not the iligliteet breeth of e beelthfnl hieeee to 
eeny that odonr ewej. Time wee peiiiag t the 
eaakelaj oompletelj motioaleii f end at length the 
Bnrimr ventured to ^tete the brenohee, Tfaie 
enpMiment etrenglhened hie belief end hie hope : 
ftir not even eo muoh ae the reptile*e heed war 
nieed from emidet the fblde into whioh the boa 
had gathered iteelf at' the Ibot of jthe tree. There 
it lej like a hideooe ehapeleee meet— inert— to 
everj eppearanoe deprivod of vitelitj. 

Summoning all hie oourege to hiereid, the 
Burker deeoended from the tree. A dr^ oonvul* 
eing ehttdder ehook him ooldij ee hie fret touched 
the ground— a ehudder prodAced hy the htdeoue 
eppreheneion that the eneke might dart at him. 
But no I— it etiU lay motioaleae. Then away he 
aped— away be aped ae if for hie very life I— and 
he breathed not freely, until a eonaider^le die- 
tanee being completed, he looked beck and^w 
that he wee e*fe from all pnieuit. Tet etill hU' 
ruehed on, anxioua to plaoe ae long an interval aa 
poaaihle betwiit himeelf and the eoene of the her* 
ribleepeetade which he had beholden. ' At length, 
thoiongUy eshaueted, he eank* upon a award of 
ehorl aweet hedbage^ near the brink of a will, the 
mouth of which waa aurrounded by granite bloeke 
to a height eufBeient to prevent any one from fi^« 

’ ing in if walking iaoautioualy in the di^-time or 
JOttnM|ing that wny in the dark. 

'TeaSpMie Burker waa utterly ezhaueted, both in 
miad a^'hody. Be wotfdered how he had poeii- 
eu^vad the trenmndoue epeotaole he had wit- 
ne^. It even appeared to him a dream— 

• though it wai indeed ill' a terrHie reelity. For a 
I while he forgot tho eravinge of hunger | he 
thought not even of eimn^Iiening Idmaelf with 
the oonteute of Ilia gourd i itmemed'aa if bWcouid 
not auffieiently reaaon hit aaind into tha oonvletion 
that he had actually caoapod withjhia life from the 
hideoua perilw WhiA he had ao reoeutly enooun- 
'tered. But at length he eddxeaaed himaelf to hit 
provinona ; and ha waa ezhilaratod with the potent 
fluid whioh he imbibed from the friendly gourd. 


• OHAPTEB CLYL * 

Tza azxAveiiBZ , 

Tzb Burker wee eeetad upon the graea, partaking 
of the riea end frnifce whioh hie knapaaek eonteined, 
at well ae of the aleeholie beverege from the gourd, 
—when, in hie endeavour to put away from hie 
thooghto the late bldeona aeene of which he had 
been a beholder, he begen to reflect on the tragedy 
in wideh the ebarfc-teeikhed Btrenglere bed played 
CO dbefni a part. He reeallad Co mind the in-, 
eidioue manner in which they had from the maae 
of vardfcpflret aeeertainSd tho preeleo portion in 
wMebthi^ viotiiiie wero roelining oro iboy thmw 
oal^;Bl^ ;diadly lame. The Burker refleeted 
heheved him to he" oontmuoualy cfn 
htagm itealthy, cveepiag^ eatdike 

' mieanfrilii and he bagan revolfliig la hia mind^ 
! ^irtwthe ihonld«do If chmuataneai happanad to 
:< iMht him awm that vuob monatara In hmaan 


abape wort all any timo menaeing faimmlf with 
danger. Anzioua to divert hia thoughts from the 
more reoent inoidbnt of horror, he k<qpt fliem elead* 
frstly flzed on this other topio | end he weighed a 
dosen diifrrant plana of dealing with theStriHiglera 
should he happen to faUii^with thorn. But ohiefly 
ho pareoivad the neoeaeity ef keeping entirely on 
hie guard, and not far an instant Joaing his proaanea 
of muid if tho oaaargoiwy ^uld'aiiae. 

It was while ^ua ineditating that be beheld 
aomething whioh put all hic reielation to tho toit. 
Wo ihould ipmark that amongst tho varioua ro* 
mains of a anperior eivilisation whioh former^ oha- 
raoteriaed that Hindda population whoip Britiah 
miarnle and tyranny hawe thrown back and do- 
graded, there are numeroue tanke and walls in 
difibrant parts of the Indian Peninsula. These are 
aometimea to be Vound in tha jungles thomaelvos ; 
far where thoa^ jungles now ■ervo ae dwelling- 
plaeec for reptiles end wild beasts, a eonaummeta 
agriottlture gnee flouriahed. 1 1 waa by one of these 
wjUa that tfaie Burker had seated himaelf - and, aa 
we hare already stated, the month wea surrounded 
by Ugge blooha of atoue, forming e oironlar wall to 
tho height of about two feet and e half. This wall 
waa overgrown with bushes and long graasb oonsti- 
tuting y it wero e brake or tkiolmt that nearly 
eovai^ the enCrenoe of the wall, whoso diameter 
WM upwerda of four fret. All in s moment— Just 
as the Barker waa looking towards the well, won- 
dering how deep it could be, end whether he oould 
by any pocaible mesne obtain some water thence to 
oool the lips and tongue that were parched by the 
aloohol aa wall as by the intenae anltriness of tho 
sun— he distinctly caught sight of a human eye 
gleaming at him betwizt an openiog in the stonfo 
and through the thieket. A ehudder swept 
over him I hut it wus imperoeptible ; and inae- 
much aa he had oii1|y an instant before made up hie 
mind how to net in ease of a partioular emergonoy 
arising, ho waa not thrown off bit guard. • Fortu- 
nate for him was it that the very eubjeot which 
now ezaeted all bis self*posaeciion chould have so 
reoeutly cooupied flic thoughts. In a wofd, bo 
was fully prepared for that whioh now ooourred. • 

He did not appear to take any notice of the cir« 
oumataoee itself x but laying himeelf flat down on 
the grae^ be shaded his eyes with hia hand as if to 
keep the beams of the aun. He waa neverthe- 
loM gCaing aidewaya in the direction of the apot 
where be bad seen the human eye i for'that it waa 
a man'e eye be frit eonvineed ; end equally oertain 
waa he that it belonged to one of the muiderere of 
tho two travellers^ or else to some one who pursued 
airailer avoeationa. He refleoted what oourae he 
should pursue. He had the horrible' conviction 
that if h# won to rise up and attempt to seek 
safety in flighty the deadly laaao would in a moment 
he round his neek. It wee tOL avoid this peril that 
be bed thrown hieBself flat Upon his back. Ho 
I foiled not to romomber' that the Btraaglers had 
\ taken poaaeaaion of the flre^vme ef their reoent vie- 
' timsi but he taught to himaelf that if the iadivi- 
duel oonoeeleu in the well were really one of those 
Btranglera— if he aiili retained the flre4tfaia«-Hmd 
I If he bad purposed to nso cueh e weapoz on the 
presist ooeasioa, he would not havw watted all 
this whilei for it wu ao city ^ Md a huUel 
whiaaiDg thrcttgh the same^epening whkh served 
•ctbemMmafoithe view lahea by that glaaaaiui 
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•jt. II likKWife oeourrad to the Barker thel the 
Strenglere might baTo no powder and ball to render 
their flroHffms arailable; for ho did not remeinb^ 
to ha?o ioon them take anj eaoh ammnnition from 
about tho peraone of the morderod tcmTollere. 

fiat what waa the Barker to do in order to 
aaaape from the enemp, or enemies ae Che oaae 
might beP While lying fkt«apoo the graaa, he | 
waa aafr from the laaao i bat thia poattioa ooald 
Aol be maintained Ihr e?er. fie belie?ed a deadlj 
atragfle to be ineTitable with whomooerer the 
well contained ; for that it waa realij an enemj, 
or enemiee, he waa equally eoavineed i or eiee wl^ 
ahonld aoeh adaret ambuah be maintamedP After 
all the horrora eadared in reepeot to reptilee and 
wild nanati^ it waa poditiYelj a relief to the 
Bturker’a nikd to retet that he had now to deal 
with hmanii beinga. It waa a warfare more after 
hie own foahion { and aa the man natural! j poa- 
aeaaad a dauntto oourage, he waamot now to be 
Vo. 86.— VovBXH SaBiia. * 


orerawed bj the Ticinitj of a human foe. Indeed 
he had peeome ao reokleea of lifo that he oared not 
how aoon it waa loat > at the aame time it waa n 
matter of aatiafootion to radeoi that if it were now 
to be aurrendered it would not be to a anako nor 
a wild beaat;— and he waa reaolfed alao to anil 
that lifo of hie ae dearlj ae poaeiblob 
After aome fow minutea apent io' BMditation, 
he bethought bimaelf of a atratagem to draw the 
enemj from the omboah, and therebj make him- 
aelf aware of Che number whom ho might hate 
to encounter, aa well aa of the nature of the hoetUe 
weapona againet which he blight be called upon to 
defend himaelt He* aooordhiglj frigned to bo 
aaleeip. Graduattj he auifored the hand with 
wMi ho had ahiUed hit ejeib fall awaj kom ' 
hie fooe and drop npon tho graah with tho irafhid 
ifoeontroUad mqfomeat of one who waa yotitjlla 
alumbering. At tho aanm time he Corned hfoMf 
a htilo nmco aa If the beama of thi ana 
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eauBfd tkii noitioii, eten on the part of a aleeper; 
— ond be ffept one eje just so alightlj open that 
ho CQttld still discern anything that might take 
place at the mouth of the well. 

A few more minutes now elapsed— wken the 
Burker beheld a dark counteoanoo appearing above 
iiio thicket; and ho reoognifod it to be that of one 
of the shark-teethed assassins of the two travellers 
in another part of the jungle. The Strangler wd!i 
gaiing with bis penetrating eyes upon him ; and 
being apparently satisfied that the Barker really 
slept, he drew himself up more and more above 
the thicket and the stones. He had on his dark 
scanty garment, just the same as when tfee Barker 
had previously seen him i but he seemed to have 
no weapons of any kind, except the lasso, which 
was now tied round his waist. * 

It was a relief to the Barker's mind thus to 
ascertain the condition in which the Strangler pre- 
sented himself. Stealthily he stepped forth from 
lii4 ambush; .and he seemed to bo alun^; for he 
tarried not to be followed by any companion { nor 
did he look down into the well to nAa any siM 
or to whisper aqy word. He now laitf tilniself 
upon the grash, and began noiselessly dragging 
himself towards the Burker. iPhis the Burker by 
no ^eaos liked t for the idea of a^ Aifitle pbfiibii at 
the point of tome small sharp fbatrument, 
taneously flashed through his startled brain. J^r 
a few moments longer he remained' undecided how 
to act,— while the Strangler ifise working his noise- 
less way ncaror and nearer towerda him. All ia* a 
moment the Burker npi but quiok as his 

own movement war lillil ef the Hindoo ; and not 
more quickly do t^o wild dbnnals close in the 
deadly strife than these tdto men grapple with 
each other The BuAeb wak asfbniihed at the 
degree (fatrongtb devdbpdd by bii opponent,— 
whose wiry form, with but little, Bbsb upon ftp 
seemed likewise 'to be eddcyired wMl* an edtrto- 
dinary elasticity. The Burker felt that all Idk own 
energies were needed ; for he read a ferocious des- 
peration izrMie sinister gleaming eyes of the 
Strangler. Those two men regarded each other w 
if the feeling were mutual that thd* safoty of one 
cuuld only be eeoured by the death of the other; 
and thus, after they had grappled tq^ethcr with 
the lighluing-agility already describodi they 
paused for an instant, as if mutually to read eacy 
Mther's purpose in their eyes. Then the struggle 
commenced.' * 

With a cry that resembled the mingled bowl 
and yell of a wild beast, the 'Burker endeavoured 
to hurl his opponent to the ground i but the 
Hindoo, anticipating the movement, grasped the 
Barker's neckcloth with such terrific force as al- 
most to stxanglq him. Then the Burker dealt 
tremendous blows with bis great thick boots at 
the bare legs of the Strangler ; so that the latter, 
unable to endiire the agon/, hiSsoned bis hold. 
Bub not a soutid fell from hfs lipsl No aoegnt of 
either iU|e or pain escaped him : in totaH eitenee 
did gobdiict his hostile pirCeeediiig% as* if he 
awlb diudB. 

odd' waa locoened but for on instant ; and 
tbl^1|e' doted ill' aiich a manner with the Burker 
thaiWrUttor whs no longer able to use hie lege^ 
as inupBm of ofihnoe, but had quite enough to do 
prmnfe himlself feom being thrown down. 

■ Muafeiiug up all hii atrength— arming himaelf oa 


it were with all the ooergiet that lia eould poiribly 
call to hit aid, he made a tremendoua effort to 
bring down hia foe. But quick as lightning the 
Hindoo darted away to a little distanoet in the 
twinkling of an eye the lasso was taken from 
over the folda of his garment; and its length 
was flung forth as rapidly os the boa constrictor hod 
ere now thrown itself troJi the tree upon the tiger. 

The Burker was however fiilly on his gui^ ; 
and as the noose^approaohed him he oaught it in 
his hand. With a sudden jerk it was told away; 
and fibe Stfingler disappeared amidet the bushes 
and foUg ffhUi dtr a littid distanoe. The Burket 
waited[ for IMbllMNuiM all the keen wariness 
of one' who fW not i& M fifken by surprise: but 
the Sfeangltif ih-hVfMM not. The man sat down 
to rest fifisnelf, fab#Mr keeping hi# eyes fixed 
^n fbe spot wblerd ^ Hindoo hgd vanished. 

an' hour passed, im oif sign was there of the 
fi|rangler : do soudd iUdMed his return. The 
Barker gato to a bitfek ij^reoation that the 
encounter ahodfif lltave flnisbeff tU sueh* a manner ; 
for he eoUld^ Ml AUlp Cfimking his enemy 
rnoMMmtmboA kuglkifei^tbehopeof 
taking l£iM!^ TliMri^JfU^r’dpdsition 
acquired a no# fblf be Wad not only ox- 

poMte the nUoious atCagka'oif dfldf fibaebfand 
;tbe more etumy hoatiliiy of buv Ifer bad 

bow to gUarff against a niAister ferfiinnaa^ Ifiupa 
possessing fbo floroenem' of Che ^MbeS and the 
siTMety ^ £bo l^dter. 

He rose, and continued hfs' dayt but like 
BobSniou Crusow ou the ieMld, aiffcer having 
seen thC' prlniT of of mbn'e febt upon the sand, 
be. kept IbdKng mlbundi him, diih anxious' itaubsi- 
nesd and ner^dw dlarm, ip' tfVhry direction. Thus 
,he tolled on* tbrbugh’tlier^gle until night began 
'to ^Ose in ;■ and' then, utterly exhausted, he felt 
'efie absolute' ttbhesiity of seekiug someplace where 
ho' might repose. But where was he to find euch ^ 
a spot? Perhaps the Strangler waa at lio great 
distance P— perhaps he bed been creeping on 
I amidst the bushes and the long grassy heedless of 
the venomous reptiles that might bs lurking 
there P— peradventure oVeU at that moment ho ' 
might be within a few yaPds of the Burker, wait- 
ing for an opportunity to throw his lasso with 
hotter offeot then on the former occasion. The 
wretobed Bngiish criminal was goaded almost to 
desperation ; and again did thoughts^ of suicide 
eater his bead. He now walked feebly and like i 
drunken man, #itb the senae that* if he wefe to 
stop short he must sink down, iud probably be- 
come a prey to the unseen enemy ifhom he be- 
lieved to be doggitog hie fuotift'eps. 

Such was the Barker's sthte of mibd and tttch 
bis phyaioal oonditlon, whea; os the dusk wak 
closing in around hifii, he beheld* a* dump' cf treee' 
which by their ooaflguratiou' lie thoughV her hod 
oeen before. Tesufie felt oobtiaced ot iM He 
looked about him— he biliettl' tome other ol^eM 
wbleh was fkmiliiri he dak iu thtf Ueighbourboed 
of the very opvb where hb bad predoudy foubd' 
aa asylum, attd where unseeh' bafids bad aflhrtfed* 
him the meaui of appeasltig hlr huhger.’ He ex- 
perienced w ftoUBk of ihlief; while he UMtvelied' 
that by a' long dreuitoiii' rbttto' bie^tothderiilge 
should thus have brought him BtolP tO'^g' plaeir 
which he hod fended to hgtolMlfertilldeiie&'fbf' 
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Ill* **▼• WM iooB reaohed | and th* Burkei^t 
iift thought was to look and loe if thsro war* any 
profisbns in th* nieh* andac^th* loopholai bat 
tbar* war* non*. Ho sot about to fortify the 
caTarn with eafa greater precautions than he bad 
used on the former oo^sions ; and when his task 
Wa% aceomplished, be parto^ of the food and 
liquor whioh be still possessed, and of wbloh hqhad 
a supply suffioieq^ for the morrow. His former < 
eiperienoes at the oare had led him to beiiere, oc 
at least to hope that it was safe against the iotru- 
aioB of venomous reptiles i but how far secure it 
might prove agiiinat the designs of bis human foe, 
be knsgr not He therefofe dreaded the approach 
of slumber when he felPa drowsiness stealing over 
bi(o ; and in order to shake it off he rose up and 
w&lked about the eave, which penetrated to the 
distance of about sis or seven yards under the 
hiii in which it was hollowed. • All of a sudden 
his foot kicked against something soft — apparently 
a human form. A cry of alarm waa on tho very 
point of bursting from the fiurker^s Iq>s, as be 
faneied thatdt might possibly be the Strangler 
who had got before him so that hUing-plaoe t but 
be kept buck the exclamation at the very instant 
that it was about to peal forth i for though his 
foot bad oome in string concussion witl^ that ob- 
Jeot, whatever it were, there was no movement on 
ita part. The Burkhr atooped down, in the utter 
darkness whioh prevailed in the oave ; and full of 
horrified suspense he passed his hand over the ob- 
ject. He enoonotered garments of some sort ; and 
now his hand came in contact with another hand t 
hut Ita touch was that of death 1 ihere was a 
human corpse in that cave. 

The Barker*! blood congealed in hie veins : he 
shuddered from head to foot : a glacial horror took 
possession of him. He had barricaded himielf in 
that eave with a oorpse 1— his soul revolted in 
superstitious dread from the unseen body ; 
and ymi he dared not dash down his granite 
barriers and issue forth from, that cavern, for 
fear of beooming'*a prey to the terrible Strangler 
who might ho lurking outside. But, oh ! to paas< 
an entiro night-— short though an Eastern night 
bo— in that den, along with a dead body, — 
the idea was intolerable 1 If he had seen 
it — if ho knew precisely how it looked->if he 
were aware of the manner in whioh yip person 
had died— it would be all different : bur he wai^ 
•utterly ighorant on these points. He sat himself 
down in the cave, near the barrioade at the on- 
tranoa^ ao aa to be m remote as possible from tlia 
subjeot of his horror | and then ten thousand 
hideoua ideas began trooping through his mind. 
Ha fiinoied ha could bear the aorpae move —that 
it was gliding towards him as nciisslesaly as 
the Strangler waa araapiogi to approach him soma 
boura back ; and the wretched man thus went on 
giving way to hie terriflo imaginings until his hair 
stood OB and, hie ayap ware ataring through the 
dArkneaain gildest— aimoit Ireniied horror. No 
iuelinaliun had he for alumbar now : no need was 
there to battle against a sensatiob of drowsiness ; 
for it stole not over him i be Was broad awake 
navar waa be more aomjdately awake in his whole 
Hfol • 

ffhiia the kours passed on,— hours that eonstH 
tntad one long mortal agony for that wretched, 
wti t ebad man. It waa not enongh to w&dure the 


horrors and dangers of the Jungle -the pf»riis of 
wild beasts, of serpents, and of monateri in human 
form I but even in the oave which he bad at laatt 
fancied to- bo a comparatively sure rptreat, be 
found •himself a prey to thoughis and fselings 
which were sufficient to drive him to madnois. 
Nut onee did the man olose his eyes that night ( 
but tbefe be sat, irresUtibly al^addooiog himself to 
wrfleotions and misgivings which would have made 
almost any other parson suddenly shriek forth as 
a maniac. A^ length th^ gKmmering of dawn 
began to penetrate through the intetstioes of the 
barrier he had fixed at tho entrance of the cavern; 
but stilli the end of tho cave remained envelopad 
in total darkness. Morning advaooes rapidly In 
the eastern olime; and the eun soon pouted f^th 
its full effpigenoe. The Barker*# mind folt relfoved i 
and he began to remove the barrioade from the 
mouth of the cavern. When this task waa ae- 
oompiishod, be advanced towards the dead body, 
and drew it forward by the feet Until the light re- 
vealed the entire form oompletely to the Bttrker*e 
eyes. It was the body of an old Hindoo, with a 
long grey beard ; and its dress enabled the Barker 
to comprehend that the man had beeo ’mie of those 
Gossoons, oc wanderipg Dervishes, whom he had 
seen during his journey* from Oaleutta to Indera- 
bad, when a prisaner in the suite of Qusan lodora 
and her husband. But bow came the man by his 
death?— waa it from natural causes? had he in ill- 
ness dragged himself to that oave to die ? or had 
he, when reposing there, been suddenly smitten by 
the hand of the destroying' angel ? The Barker 
knew not. There were no marks of violenee upou 
tho old man*a person t but *at the Barker examined 
him more and more closely, he peroaited two little 
•pots clo^e together upon the ealf of one of the 
thin emaciated legs. These spots resembled the 
jninctures bf a lancet, or of some other small 
ibarp-pointol instrument. They were of a livid 
hue on the ciosky sfiii of the deceased; and it was 
only after tb^ closest inspection that they were 
discernible at all. *Tbe Barker •did however 
fancy that these wore in any way oonoeoted with 
the man's death ; and he therefore came to the 
conolusion that he bad died from some natural 
cause. 

Issuing forth from the oave, the Barker 
lorfrefi oautlimsly about,— keeping himself upou 
his guard against the deadly laaso of ^e 
Straggler; but no one was to be seen. He 
dragged the oorpss completely out of tho 
cavern; and ho found th-\t iu a epeoiea of wallet 
which the dead Gv>ssoon had about hia paraon, 
there was a quantity of oold boiled rice. The 
Barker oouM not afford to let pass such an oppor- 
^tUnity of replenishing his own knapsack, even 
though the provender had been lying for hours iu 
suoh near oontaet with a corpse. While he was 
engaged in transferring the rice to his wallet, he 
suddenly beheld three persons advancing from a 
little distanoe. He started up from his kneeling 
posture, and rapidly sonatinised them with mingled 
hope and apprehension. They might prove frieudiy 
disposed and help him to esoape from the depth* 
of the dreadful jungle: or they might prove aa 
bostUa aa the * Stranglers themselves. He saw 
that they wore three Gossoons; and aeUC.ke’ was 
amittan with the dread that they mlgh|4mey be 
bad muidaied the individual who Uy bt Ma fiM 
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Thty adYftiMMd mpidlj, and at fint ahowed by together | and they quickly diaabnaad biaa Ui 
tbiir looka |bat they were aurpriaad at flnding a a|^t to bio laat hope t for the one who waa annfd 
European of bia appearance in auoh a apotu that I with a koilb, fellowad.the Burker for a little 
then their eyea fell upon the corpae that 'lay upon while; and erery time be looked round, the Qoe- 
the giottnd«»and with ahoula of mingled rage and aoon kept making impatient aigna for him to 
horror they roahed towarda .the Burker. Two of haaten atW forther away, ^ 
thm had huge cluba«-the third bad a long knifo^ The wretched man waa thra debarred of the 
which he drew from hie ,gfirdle and brandiehed ehapoe which for a littlq while had aeemed io 
menaoingly. . The Burker i^e Tchement aigna tc^, farour him, of being guided ou{ of that dreadful 
teaCii^ bia innocenee, and likewiie to make the jungle. He oontpiu^ hia way ; and when the 
Qoiooonaaware that htfhad found the oorpae in the CkMaoon waa no longer in aigh^ he eat down by 
euTem. They aeemed to oompreLend him s but the aide of a rock from which a eryatal apring 
two of them held him foat, while the third pro- gushed forth. With that water he refiroahad him* 
oioded to examine the corpse with the piinutest selft but he still remained sittiing there, pqadefteg 
aouitiny. We should obserre that they were all most despondingly bis forlem and derate oondi* 
three men of middle age— strong built, power- tion. Erery now and then be awoke as it were 
fnl, and looking more l&e ferociona ^pr^atora with a kind of start from hia rererie, and flung 
than the Totariea of a religious sect. his anxious looka^round, with the dr^ lest the 

AU of a sudden the man who waa examining Strangler were q^ping stealthily towards him. 
the dead body, pointed out the little punotuiea to He howerer beheld no one; and after a while he 
the new of hia oomradaai and they at once let gO raaolfod to ojpitinue hia way onoe more. He waa 
their hcdd upon tiie Burker. They then alldthm pursuing hia path along a rough uneren ground, 
began lamenting after their own rude Ihahion,^^ — dlwaya taking care to auoid the rieinity of treea 
howling^ beating their breasts^ and making hor- aa much as pomible, and likewise to aroid the long 
rible eontortionai wlule the one who poaaesaed the grassy when he waa suddenly startled by a rustling 
knifo^ took it and hacked himaalf in half-a-dosen amongst some shrubs at a little dittanee | and the 
places nntil hd waa oorerod with hi\own gnahing next moment he beheld a black animal, oonaider* 
blood/ The other two took t^p knife in their ably larger than a oat, rushT forth in pursuit of 
turnip and did the same to themaelrei^— while the some smaller prey. It waa as panther of dlminu- 
Bnrker looked on with horror lest they should ex- tire sise : but the instant it caught sight of the 
pact him to follow their example, or should else Burker it bounded towards him. The man turned 
offer to perform the disagreeable aerrioe for him. to fly; for the green eyea of the panther gleamed 
But they were evidently paying no attention to at him with a terrible fierceness i but all in a mo- 
himt they seemed fully aatiwed that he waa not meat a strange cry or yell of agony reached hia 
the murderer of their brother-gossoon; and thus, ears; and glsinoing back, he obmrred that the 
as the Burker*a confidence reeved, be began to panther had been seised upon by a cobra di capello 
reflect on what bad taken place. That the Goa- of considerable sise— the largest indeed that the 
aeons regarded the punctures aa the cause of their Burker bad aa yet seen since first be set foot upon 
friend’s death, he felt oonrinoad ; aalfl the idea the soil of India. He remained not however to 
stole into bis mind thai they were produced hf witness the result of the conflict between the ani- 
the bite of a snake. If so, tKen even that cave mal and the reptile t but he sped on with all the * 
itself was not proof against the fearful visitationa swiftness that he could command. Without at 
of the stealthy .veptUes 1— and thd man’s blood first perceiving it, Im was retracing his way towards 
curdled with tiorror at the idea that he had pos- ithe cave; but he didmot become aware of the fimt 
aibly passed the night in thalT cavern i|iih the very until be maobed the rock from whose side the 
asfpent that had pierced the unfortunate dervish crystal spring was gushing forth, 
with its envenomed fangs. Almost m^ened by the sense of this last peril 

The three Gossoons at length made tan end of which be had escaped,— once again embracing the 
their lameniations; and they addressed the BUrker hope thi^by means of piteous entreaty he might 
in their own language : but be could not compre- induce we Gossoons to guide him otit of the 
bend a syllshle they said— neither did they upder- Jungle— and too reokleu of life not to seek their • 
stand him when be spoke to them in his Eimlish presence once mo«e» even though he should perish 
vemaei^. They now intimated by signs that he by the sharp blade which they had used against 
was to leave them t he joined hU hands in en- their own persons,— the Burker resolved to m 
treaty— but they shook their heads stendy, and back to the cavern. It was now by no means dif- 
him to dspsTt. Agsln he pereerered in flcult for him to find bit way thither ; but whan 
hia mideUvonr to giro them to understand that he he came in eight of the eminanoe in the bowala of 
baaonght parmisaion to aooompany them i but which it was bollowed,«he behold nothing of the 
their dgns only grew more peremptory— end the Gossoons. Eor es be drew neer ite entrenoe did 
knifo wee brandished before his yyesi— be was hs behold the corpse of the deceased on the epot 
Ihmfine emnpeUed to sling on hia knspsaok end wbsre hs had last assn it. At stroek him thet Iho 
hasisnuwey. Gossoons had probably buried it^ end thet they 

But ue hf moved off, the thou|^t oocorred to might be reposlog tknmselvss in the eave. As- 
him thel JfUit Gossoone might , probably only ra- suming an aspeid of the most pitsous sntreaty, be 
quire khfkWiporery ebssDoe while they performed approeohed the cavern i but he beheld no one 
somp. or eeremonies in respect to the de- within. He however saw a wallet lying upon the 
esaiM* He thMcfore renfived to wetoh them from ground ; end he recognised it at ibet whieh had 
n dislance^ end to epproeeh them again if ha bo* helongad to the deceased, and from whieh ha had 
bald a suitable oqeasion. They however teemed taken the ripe. Before he touehed it he assured 
defirminsii that ha should leave thehr vicinity el- hiipself thet no oue waa in the eavam,— the deed i 




1 • 


, tnygtmaxm erf m coma* 

Gonooa is well m the living onee. had diaap* nor kaenneai^ it ooenrvad to him that loinfMiihit 
paaved* a eutton null haw n objt at I— rend vIhM 

Bemembertngthat there wer^twoeompartmenti eljeet eonld It be if nol ftv «ie very oae wMoh he 
to the deeaaaed'a wallet, and that h* had onlj eg* at all eventi near moltad to atol aa a 
amined on^ be now lifted it up. Intheieeoiid tion f tt unveow leeniiA to bin natural ewSitb 
eompartmenthe found, .nothing hut the meant of that Ihexapt^ ipate 'Mdd not drag their M» 
a light. Bj thia diaooverp he wu how liea over lahtlane^ thai mMI eut^ grata, of 
ever gratifledt for it. enabled him to make a wound then. BQi thwafowlNIhn foiddp (rfa^ 
minute inveedgatipn of the eave. He waa re- treak up piaoei of tho gianilo, Hooka whieh lav 
aolved to eatabliah thia cavern at hit aUdiog-piaee, atrown ab^t ; and in &i| ataUaer he ooeupled 
with the hope that tome kindlj diipoaed Goaeoon himaelf for thO mmalndii^tbi dbjfHMktaggood 
would aooner or later paat that wpy and guide care however tff to uj^ hip guOni ajirtntt flie in 
him out of the jungle. He had aeon enough to eidiout approaok of that numan *Tiptili the 
eonvittof him that it. waa died aa a haltiag*plaee Stranglee. ‘ 

for wanderert and wajfireri patting through that Before the dock began to dote in, the Bufker 
ftightfol wiidernett j and he likewite fonoied that had oovered a large apaoe of gwnnd in front of 
it Wat the aeeureat ejpot he could find in re^ieot to the cave with the little fragmenti of gianlle | and 
wild beaita and reptUea. In thA Jungle no place tbue for a dietanoo ef about abc paraa in length 
waa altogether leourei for it waa evident that evpn and three in width wae thia defonoe*wofk formed, 
there a anake had atolen in and bitten the old Goe- Having reoonatrueted hit terrier, he aal down in 
aoon, protebljr while he wea aleepinp. StUl in a the oavem to partake ef hia food | and hla 
diatriot where everj apot wae periloui^ •thia egr- being finiahed, he found alumber eteellng vqjien hie 
tainlj tppeanM to be the leait eo of anjr., At all ejee. Sven before he wae oompUtelf aMeep«>*and 
evente it wae better to remain atationary ^here while only eredled in the drmmy repoee whieh 
than to go floundering about amllat tho pathleaa preeedee total alambar-^tte ioMgeof theStranglor 
wilda wheco every etep waa taken at the riak of kept liaing into hia ndndf ao that evOiy noW and 
hia lifo. , • then ho waa etartled into eompicte wakefoteeoif 

Having made himself a torch of a rerinona and then with th^eold perapiration Upon hie Ww 
branoh— holding it id one hand, and with a tole* heiiatened with cnapended breath. Someilmeehe 
rablj itout atiok in the other— the Burker entered almoat fonoied that he heard aotae one moving 
the cave. It waa only at the innermoat eitremity about in the vieinage of the eavei^o, or thdt hla 
beyond the loophole, that it waa quite dark t but barrioade of atonea waa being dieturbed. Onee at 
now the torch illuminated it fully. He advanced twice he imagined that he liierd come one breath- 
eautioualj, fearful leat at any moment a reptile ing quite near him inalda theeavei and it waa a 
abould apring at himt be examined every orevice long time before he eonld catiafy himaelf that all 
and comer t and he wae juat on the point of tom- thie waa mere fonoy. At length he foil itt|o a pvo- 
iog away with the oonvietion that the cavern wae found elnniber. 

oompleteiy free from any inaidioua foe of tho rep- He knew^not how long it leeledi hnt he waa 
tile epeoiei^ when all of a ludden tho light of hia vjpkened up with tho hormly oppreaaing oonvio- 
toroh* wea reflected in two email gleami^ olijeote t^ of aome immioqnt peril. Agrin he lietened 
at tho entremity of the oavem, about a foot from with auepended braAh; and gradually upon hie 
the ground, end juet in front of Aim, They were ear came the eound of a etoae being removed from 
the ejee of a reptile; end the blood ran oold in the mouth of tho ealera. Still Ito* lietened,— hie 
hie veins. In e few momenti the snake glided Blood curdling In hie vqlna. Tee— IhnI sound wee 
out from the hole where it was previously lurking I continued I Slowly and slowly wae one of the 
with a frightful hUa it raised itself uj^ and ex- granite bloeka of his harrier being removed from 
ponded its hood preparatory to taking the fatal its eettiDg. By the glimmering light whioh pre- 
■pring— for it was a oobra. That atrong ahudder vailed qutfide, ha could dieeern the gi^ual die- 
on the Burker*! part waa inatantaneoualj jQ^llowed appAranoo of the atone from the uppenhoit kyar. 
by the oomplate recovery of all his presence of He now knew that an enemy waa at work s— and 
mind ; forks wae rendered desperate by the senM what foe could this be unless the one of whoso 
of danger ; and juit at the very moment that the stealthy prooeedinga bo had already reoeivad sueh 
reptile was about to dart at him, he struck it a proof P 

blow with hie etiek. The aim wae well taken i the How should he actf Many minutes ekpeed 
aerpenl writhed in agony— but another blow de- before, in the horror of his feelingly he could make 
epatehedit. up his mind. At length he deeided upon the eouiae 

Having thrown the snake forth fronf tiie save, to be pursued. Tidckg it for granted it mea the 
the Burker proceeded to examine it in every pert Strangler, be resolved to eUow Urn to eontuHie hie 
with the deeeel poerible aorutiny i but he disco* work, end then esoertain in what manoer hie in* 
vered not another hole. He thrust his stick into sidionsly hoetUe^demoostralion wac to be mede, 
the one whence the reptile had emerged i but Perhaps he intended to form a sufliciint aperture 
there wee no reason to imagine that there were to int^uoe hie person into the eaveru, under the 
any other anakee in the’ same ambi|afa. He how- impreeaion that the Burhbr slept; and if thia were 
ever etopped up the hole ; and his examination be- the oaae^ the Snglishman knew that he should be 
ing over, he bethought himaelf of a meana of pro- enabled to eriae hia enemy at a disadvantage and 
tooting the entrance of the oave from the insidious grapple with hidi aaoetosfuUy. He therefore pro- 
visits of soOh fearful guesta for the future. He i teoded to sleep, while in reality oontinuing to kiSp 
rememteredTthat the housee on the outakirti of In* ra keen watch; and on# after another he telmd 
derabad had all gravel laid down at their doors ; I four or flvq itonee removed from their 
•pd as the follow wae mit waatia|; in ingenuity I He wae reedy et eny inatant to apring up end 





TBl MTSTSBISfl O? TRI OO09I& 

■eiir upon any fonn that might seek to introduce pidity, airay Acer the Strangler i out enqao t|»a 
itself tbvott^b t|be aperture. And sure enough^ larso ; and it whistled through the air. But gitb 
this W|M the intention of Ids enemy i for presently equal rapidity didP* the Barker^ maddened by the 
the torture was completely darkened, and the pain of his woun^, rqth iq to«rarda his foe: the 
Ibtm began to penetrate. i.iko a snake feady to noose of the lasso fell beyond him i the Strangler 
darl ftom its coil, was the Burker prepared to was stepping backward with marrcUous agility, 
spring I but whether it were^tbat ho made eomo gathering in bis cord at the same time to burl it 
■light moTement, or that ho suddenly bell bis again— when be tripped qrpr pomothing and fell 
brdath in a way to oonyinee the foe that he waw backward. The Barker was instantaneously upon 
hot really asleep, we eraoot eay. Certain however him: but we shoqld obyerve ihft the bludgeop hid 
it was that the eneny’a form wBs,aU In a moment been t topped upon the spot vhpra they firit closed 


withdrawn, poiseleitly though rapidly; and the 
Burker rubbing his eyes, fancied that it must bo a 
dream i the stones were restored to their setting, 
just as he bad originally placed them ; the aper- 
ture was filled up ; and oply the feeble glimmer* 
ingt through the interstices ‘met his .view. All 
this tod was done with no more noise than a pin 
would make in falling! nor from the slightest 
sound could ha judge at what moment his enemy 
retired from the vidnlty of the cave. The Burker 
howcfor ilept no more for the remainder St that 

I 

When morning came, fce remofcd hie barrier, and 
imaed eautionsly from the cavern. He was miser- 
ably desponding and low-spirited. His worst fears 
wen^eonflrmed^the Strangler was wsolved to have 
hit life. And now, might not Chat mortal enemy 
abandon the idea of carrying on his warfare unas- 
sisted F— might he not invoke the eucconroftbe 
comrade whom he had with him at the time the 
two travellers wdre murdered P— and might they not 
fall boldly and openly together upon the Barker 
during the day-time f ^solved in each a case to 
tell hie life at dearly at potsible, the man procured 
n atouly atrong, knotted cudgel, with which he 
knew tl^t he could do desperate execution. But 
■till bo felt at if frightful perils ^pug over bis 
bead I and how ansionsly— -oh I how anxiously ^e 
kepi sratohing for the appeauoee of some Gossoon 
or other traveller who might he inclined to show a 
friendly spirit towards him. • 

Several bedri passed i the sun was at its meri- 
dian height^ pooriog down its vertical hearas,-^. 
when the Burker, sitting in the shade of the en- 
trance to hie cavern, thought that he heard a sort 
of ipIashiDg noise.in the direction of ^e spring of 
crystal water that gushed out behind t^e ruck. 
Snatching up hie club, ha issued forth— jlsssed 
Qoieeleasly round the rode— and found bimeelf faA 
to face with the Strangler. The Hindoo bad Ynost 
probably flipped down whilo endea«uariogto climb 
that part of the rock in order to noimnoiir§ pre- 
viouf to an attack. 

Like a Wild beast did the Burker fly at tbo 
Stnmgler, at whom he levelled a terrific blow with 
hie bludgeon s but the Hindoo dexterously caught 
<ho weapon with hie hand; and once again did the 
tiro men does in the straggle. Bor several minutea j 
it #aa maintained' with desperafe energy and on | 
equal tenues bUt all in a moment, just as the ! 
Bhriter, after a forcefully admipistcred kick with 
Mi UCMrboot upon thtf bare shin of his opponent, 
trot to follow up the advantage gained 

tbcfUl^illd burl him to the ground, the Strangler 
ftilMltd Ut abarp-polnted teeth hpon the Eoglisb- 
oiiimNlltrm. Through eoat-sleeve and shirt pene- 
tnM tbote ihark-Hke teeth: deep into thh 
fieds'tbey plunged; and the wretch 
^ftqiod with dho pain. Then, with lightning va- 


in the struggle. 

Ill fared it now with the filrangleyi for the 
Barker's knee was open his pbest, and a strict of 
tremendous blows dealt* by hia stout %st, half 
■tunned tbe Hindoo. The Barker seized the 
cord, and slipped the noose over tbe bead of Ifie 
enemy; it tigbtAipd round the Strangler's neck, 
eUriling him up.into fullest life. But the Burker , 
pulled and polled with ferocious vigour and deter- 
mination ; ^pd diminishing the length of t4 > lasso, 
h| applied ms foot to the Stranglcr'e back in order 
to attain o purchase to pull the coed more tightly 
still., Terrifit wore the writhings, the convulsions, 
and the contorCiona of the miterable Hindoo : bo 
teemed ns if he possessed a mlrvelloue tenacity 
for Hfo^ and several minutes elapsed ere death 
put an end to his agonies.* But at length hp lay 
a corpse at the feet of tbe Barker. 

Scarcely was the tragedy completed, when a wild 
and mournful cry thrilled through the torrid stag- 
nant air ; and as the Burker turned quiokly round, 
terribly startled by that cry, he caught a transient 
glimpse of a human form plunging into tbe mulst 
of a maze of trees at a distance. Bvanesernt 
though that glimpse were, yet did the Barker be- 
hold enough to convince him that it was lite ^ 
Strangler's friend whom ho bad just seen, and ' 
from whose lipe that rueful lamentation pealed , 
forth. How therefore, eoaroelj bad the Burker 
gotten rid of one enemy when he pxpsrionced the * 
consciousness of. being exposed to the iosidioue 
proceedings of another; and thus, in tbe first flusl 
of the signal victofy he had obtained, was a damp 
thrown upon his spirits, and be felt the necessity 
of being as much as ever upon bit guard. ' 

Betaioing possession of tbe lasso with which ha 
had aehmvcd bis conquest, tbe Burker dragged tbe 
dead ^dy into tbe midst of sumo long grass at a 
distance;— and there ho left it. Beturning to bis 
cave, be sat down to deliberate whether he Bbou*d 
continue to abide there until the arrival of eorni 
friendly-disposed person to guide him out of tbe 
jungle— or whether he should make one more 
desperate effort, uoassisted and alone, to find an 
' issue from that wildernose of horrors. That the 
' eurvivink Strangler would haunt him with a rest- 
less pertinacity, and wateh every opportunity to 
avenge the dieath of hit comrade^ the Barker 
bad no doubt. Whether^ therefore, ho thuuld 
remain where bo was to dara that danger — 
or whether he should <mce more eoeounter tbe 
hideous perils of the pathless jungle, — these 
were the afternativoe which hp now teriuusly 
pondered. But . when be thought of all tbe 
horrors he had experienced during hit wander- i 
ingt— when he shudderingly rtQiemhtted huw the 
boa eonatrietor had flung iHeU dUiWft tfom tbe tree 
upon the tiger, and how he had heard the bonet j 
hot the enimaUoraehing and orutbing In tho enov- 
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doorm. £ti^ ddtiiSoii ^da titorefdire tdkilOt & fafoidr 
of a oonUnood reoidtsce 4t tfto cAtortf. 

fbfi taiiMxiint of thii dtif pMt ditbodt j 
iD^deat of iaMtaiitee s Add wbtd' tW 

■od witf i^Sxk^hg tOWArli iti voatofn oouohi tb'o 
Bitfie) bB)gtk W bid bAfr^O at ttiddt. 

Th*a Dfght byjditbottt ^rodtfoiag Aby sAbJodt 
fof AlarAd^Aiodyb tor the flrdt.iAferAl board tbo' 
mAn ooi^ ddt Ofote hit BfBt ift dunibAr; At 
leogCh t\oBp sidle* A]^ii biiAi: iAdecosd A drowsi- 
ness wbioh be ddidd boi pMtibly sliake otf $ And 
he slniSibefed on Anill be das' Awsbened hj the 
sounds St d strange muafe resinttbliog that of a 
flageoUt, bdl i^itb hafsber and' ttiotB dikoida&t 
notAA The bdataiA of tttording were penetrating 
thfoogh' the interstioes of the bar^B# at the moath 
of the eaVerni and the BarbAr, starting ap, 
rubbed bis eyes^^^-at the same time fanot ing that 
he had heard Che muiio onlj itt a ^eam. But 
nos— the sounds still continued} and hastening to 
remove some of thW upper stones of the barrift, 
the Bufker beheld a spectacle ohieh/ur a' moment 
filled him with j[oj, and the next instant suaefc 
him with anipealable horror. 


CHAPISB CLTlt. . 

TBB irmsavAfL— cobbia. 

At a little distanee firom the cavern, several 
Hindoo natives, male and female, wero seated 
upon the graes. The^ were in number perhaps a 
dosen ; and it waa the sight of these human beings 
which inspired the man with bis first feeling of 
I joy. But a little apart from the group sat a* 
I hideous-looking old Hindoo, with half-a-dosSn 
* cobradiieapelloBdancliDginfirontof him. Behind 
' him stood a younger man, who w,as playing on the 
pipe, or flageolet, to the mttiio of which the hideous 
reptiles were thus disporting. Bill of a suddon the 
•old man cAught up a soako in each band, and suf- 
fered the reptiles to coil themselves up bis ormst 
then he took up two more, which bo placed round 
bis neck ; and \he remaining two bo onjeouraged 
to twist themselves about his legs. The J^ods of 
the serpents were expanded : but all the time that 
I they twirled and ooilod and twisted about the man’s 
half-nsked form, their beads and necks sustained a 
! ountlnuotts oscillating motion, evidently id obedi- 
ence to the influence of the mutio. It was this 
spcetaele Whieh so speedily turned the Bnrker*e 
first feeling of Joy into a cold shuddering horror. 

Averting his eyes from Hint portion of^he scene, 
he examined more Attentively the other persons 
belonging to the group. They oodSisted of young 
mefi and women, all the latter being of. ad 
oeediog beaUty. These’ fbmalet Were dressed id 
abort #hito skirts ; and they had bands of linen 
over the bosom and passing round Jbhe baritt but 
the interval between these slight lones, or oorsela^ 
and the skirta themsolvei^ was left entirely bate. 
Their limbe were modelled to the most admirablo 
lyrnmAtry 1 4bey WCrC' nearly All of UU figure) 
uid libbir abApAe WM, fkiiltliiMi. The linen banda 
over Ihb fibaom' Wblk ^ Ateanged, by oroesing eaolf ’ 
' other in the middle of this' ofics^»to give the ful'i 
... fi 


rotmded diveiopmeiit to the bnsi itssir j and In 
thIvpAriImfikf WeBfbrmed as to tMf 

gSAerSI ifyiiiiM/. Thwf wM nedr enhagli fbr l&W 
Burkii^ to' dlaiifigAiek ins.iilftfo off their fij^dork 
e/ei; ad Welt A urn j^iy wlfitoAsa of Urn 

tsAh fhdt Ahodk bbilwSAU Mto fkM Rps Ubw 
teMi in tod midstbf wMAaT liatMa rsdAtoi 
They Wire AltitAdto wpow 

lbagrAis,fangBint WISh ihAlr 
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feats with m toptOto. BM t» 0(0 MMditir 
the fetti toemsshtes weto avtAtua# mb fiOtoltoi 
and ther^fM thb Bdblmr imAgtoktIaf tie ttSike- 
obarmars And^ the dltteSto St bsfo^ed' to dA£S 
party, mad ihdt. the fiMfiiir (tlmt' dd' nvik'aaid Cite 
yodttg odO^WicIh the^ fiAgiolet) were merely pvee- 
tistng their pSTform'iinOeS. That theee gfrtli iod 
their mile compAnions were iliiaerABC dimoske the 
Barker hed' no doubt : for hO ksd esett siAtopAHiM' 
before, ditrifig his Jolfirimy iroto OstcattA to BoHisr^ 
sbAd. 

That thW lilaeranfcs Would provw firiemliy die- 
posea towsrda him be hadf snfRciint hnpcf ftol 
that they at present suspcHtteA there wee aey 
looker-on at tbdr prooApdinga he had no reaeoii to 
fancy. Be was About to tuow dOWh the hSTrlSr 
end reveal bimaSlA when the deneer< ee if ^tk 
one eoeord, ell itiwied up Add bsgiu to precUiA 
their own spesial performancAS- The BArker 
thought that he Would Wait until they had 
finished; and he aceordtfigly rAmmuod a' still 
eeen epeotator of all that Wat progressing; 

The diSUoa began, ilowl|y SI firet-*the ^rle evi^ 
deutly praelKUilag tl|0 moat voluptisotte movemeuts 
of their formp^ Bsthing could' be mori aSnsnal 
than their alt^udec and their movemenli^«-Whleii 
they made their eoantSnhneea^ especially the eye^^ 
follow as it i^re with a kindr^ expression. The 
ySuhg mett who dahoed with' them, imitated them 
in thoee respeotei foAotbing can exceed the Uoso^ 
tiousness of tbeig dsnees on the part of those pro- 
fessional itinerents in^iodosten. • •• 

• At length the danoy Wes' oOpeludedi and thS 
performers thisW themselfoS in voluptuous languor 
upon the grata t but still the old maU continued 
his feats with the serpents— while the younger 
one suBtainfd Che dtrdDge dboordkht musio of the 
flagebleC. The Barker was noW upon thb point of 
throwing dowu' the bSrricade add revealing him% 
aelf towtho ilinorantiii^«— when all of A sudden a ter- 
rific b|^w], or rather ferocious yell, burst upon 
every oar; and forth from an adjaoent thi^et 
darted an enormous tiger, apparently leaping 
with a single bound for at least a' dOiSn yards. 
With the wildest shrieks the women sprang to 
their feet— •while fesTful erics of horror and 
slarm pealed from the Upe of the men. Flight 
became general, with the single exeepUoa of the 
old anako-ohArmer ; • for it was Upon him that 
the tiger pounced with that terrific bound which ll 
made. Encircled ais he was With* the twistfog 
snakes. Was he thus seised by the ravenbos aniakl^ 
and borne ofl^ yellipg foatfuUy, into’ the ChlSket 
whence the brute hSd emerged. The Burker 40 
down ih bis oa^em, horrifiM at' this eoene i bui m 
a fow moments too Ovidenees of the old ttstfO 
%guuy ceasiid-i-deatohad no doubt piit a UtohUlA^ 
tfon to fails fr^tfid'solferinge--aiAl he Wife flIOfilng 
the bloodthirsty ibaw ef the tiger. 
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But whin lilt Bvrker ventured to peep forth 
■fuin from hiii hidlag^pUeef not a human forin waa 
to be Mens the daneere and the flageolet-plajer 
hid iU Tialehed. Maddened and deapmte at 
hieing loillhfrohaiioe of beinffgoidedibr^ from 
that dfoadAil wUdemeai» the Barker hnrlad down 
hia haitiaada and ruahed in the hi^ of die* 
the forme of the ^ufitifiii, in whatao- 
evor difaetion thej hod ta k e n . But he beheld^ 
them not i —and throwinf htmaelf upon the groundi 
ha boat hia breaat and tore hia hair with mingled 
rage and diaappointmeBt. XCeaeah itaelf aeemed.: 
to be warring againat him. If he beheld human 
beinga in that Jungle^ it waa drat in the form of tra- 
eellera who were to be aaaaaamated before nia ejaa 
—then in the form of Stranglera aeeking hia own 
life— or in the ahape of wardering Berriahea who 
would have no communion with him; and laatlj, 
when there appeared to be every proapeot of fall* 
ing in with friendlj-diapoaed peraoni^ the jungle 
vomited forth one of ita moat dreadftil monatera to 
acare them away. Vo wonder that the wrefrhed 
man ahould fling hUnaelf upon the ground, and Ifli 
writhing and oonvulaing there with a mental an- 
guiah aa terrible aa if he were enduring the 
agonieaof deathi 

But after awhile the fury* of hia ipiraged diaap- 
pointakent abated; and .he rgae up from the 
ground. He now looked about him on the epot 
whenoe the itinefdntai had diaappeared ; and no 
trace of their reoent preaenee did he behold, es- 
eept a amall bog and a wieker baaket cloae by the 
place whiiw the old anako^harmer had been 
iaated« Bemembering now that hidaoua epeo- 
taele of the oobraa wmh had fllled him with acj) 
raueh hortor, the Barker waa atrudc aghaat with 
the idea that thoae reptHea had doubtlaaa uncoUad 
themaelvea and oaoe^ amidat the thieket into 
which the old Hindoo waa carried off by the tiger. 
In what frightful prosimity therefore were theat 
•erpenta now to him and ft hia abiding-plaoe I 
The tiger too might atill be lurking there; and at 
any moment hf himaelf mighh beoohie the animal’e 
victina. But* ao deaperate waa hia ppaition that he« 
became nerved aa it were *With a fallen moody 
reeUeaaneaa ; and gradually the idm orept into 
bia mind that thoae oobraa which he hi^ eeen 
daneiog muat have been deprived of thair venomed 
fanga ezpreaaly for thoae performaoeea.* /The 
Burker prooeeded to open the boi^ which be found i 
to contain a quantity of proviaionay chiefly cold 
bofled rice. The ba^t waa empty; and he had 
no doubt it waa a receptacle for the aoakea Vbich 
had belonged to the unfortunate old eharmer. He 
ooBveyed the box of proviaiono to hia cavern; and 
at the next nmal that he made he conaumad the 
laat of the apirita whibh remained in the Murd. 

The auUen deaperation of hia mood having 
abated— or rather, we ahould aay, given place to a 
returning earefulaeae for hi# lilj^ he began to 
think of ereeting bia barrieade once mdre^ even 
though it were m^y the forenooB of the day, in 
cedar tp guard agmt pn attack on the part of 
iih» rim^^^But how waa it poasible for him to re* 
ma|M|ml» day and night within that cavern f 
impriaonment he 
atjfpldgp md ; he therefore teaolved upon runidng 
any.itt rather than dooming himerif tojueh, 
a lomMke immureoMni. Beaideib every now 
: Ufld then ha required lo alake hia thiral at the 


apring which welled forth from behind the rooky 
MU, Mto the bowela of which thu cavern pene- 
trated. He could not therefore abut Mmaelf up 
altogether in the cave itaelf i 

fleveral boure paaaedi the aun had gone con- 
aiderably beyond ita meridian,— wheii, aa the 
Burker waa atanding on tUb top of the rooky MU, 
anxionriy atndning hia . eyee in the hope of dia- 
oemiag aome human form m the diatanee, he waa 
atartled by a lierrido maMng dlh on the ride of a 
grove of %tXL treea^about two hundred yarda off. 
From that wood emerged at leaat forty or fifty 
elephanti^ apedding <piwatda aa if goaded by aome 
frightful apprehenrion that bad taken poate^n of 
them all. The Burker wfe tfonefixed to the qmt 
with terror at tbia epeotarie. Some ^ thp ele« 
phanta were of immenae aiae i but notwithatjinding 
the unwieldineaa of their bulky formab they ruahed 
OB with remarkable* apeed, flouriahing their trunka 
and tending forth* the atrangeat aontria. 

Thia herd of wild elephanta aaerned to be making 
atraight for W very hill upon which the Barker 
wal poated. On they eauie, tramping down the 
long rraaa, tbp brakecb and the tMoketa^ in the 
midatwf which aU the lower parte of their huge 
uncouth forma were buried; and at length the 
Barker, galvaniaed into the audden power of mo- 
I tion from hia tranaflxed atate of horrible alarm, 
i waa preparing to fly. But ali,in a moment he be- 
! held the herd of elephanta halt t thoae which were 
foremoat turned round— and they all aeemed to 
commence an attack upon^me enemy that waa in 
their midat. Full aoon the Barker became aware 
I what aort of an enemy thia waa; for the terrific 
F howla of a tiger came pealbg upon hia ear. He 
looked on with indeaoribable auapenae, where that 
atrange and fearful aoene waa taking place. The 
elephanta exMbited a rage and deaperation whicb 
were only proportionate with the enormoua 
peril agaiMt whicb they were combating. .The 
conflict however laated not many mioutga: for 
all of a audden an otject waa whirled up into the 
air— and the Barker could diatinguiah the ti^r 
aa it thua for an ipatant turned round with ita 
lithe aupple form, ere with a Mdeoua yell it fell ^ 
down again ami^t ita enemiea. And now the ' 
Barker could aee the elephanta ruah in upon i^; 
and by their movementa be knew that they were 
trampli^it under foot. For a few momenta ita 
howla tflated, full of mortal agony, and growing 
fainter and fainter until they oeaaed altogether.^ 
Then away aped the elephanta^— the whole herd 
appearing to follow one that acted aa ita leader. 
Through the wilda of the Jungle went thoae un> 
wieldly brutea with an aatoniahing degree of 
•peed, until the wood hid them from the Burker'a 
view. c 

He now began to breathe freely, aa he eat down 
on the top of the rooty MU to reat after the ex* 
hauating effect which the taniion of hia foriinga 
producM upon hia phyaioal being. But he began 
to reflect that he might have aome raaaon taaon* 
gratulato himaelf on tha ipaotaole he had Joat 
witneaaod ; foi> it waa probably the tiger which 
bad carried off the anake-charmer, that had thua 
mat ita death amidat the inforiate alepbanta. At 
all aventa there waa one wild boaat the laaa in the 
viini^ of tbo oavem; and each n ouoamatanaa 
waa a auliiloat for aelf-foliaitation on tha part of 
t|e Barker. He remained for tome whUe aoatod 




on the top of the hill; and then, Utinn Win 
■laked hiii thirst with the gushing waters of the 
pellucid spring, he passed round the rooky emi- 
nence in order to reach the entranfte of his cavern, 
that he might partake of his evening meal. 
Having eaten of his provisions, he felt an eaoeod- 
ing drowsinese atealing upon him, most probably 
from having remained so long upon tho^eminonoe 
exposed to the sultry fervour of the sun. So 
strong became this inclination to sleep, that be 
could not battle against it j and yet he knew that, 
the projecting barrier was not raised at the mouth 
of the cavern. After a vain effort to shake off 
the increasing somnolence, the Barker yielded 
himself to it ; and falling bask on^the ground of 
the cave, he sank into sleep. 

Horrible dreams began to troop in 

his mind: 'a bidecnis nightmare seiaed upon 
him: and Be felt an oppression upon the cheat 
that it appeared as if the hand of death itsdf weie 
»«. M.-'VovBSE SlE W i. , 

• I 


thu8*ly(ng heavily on him. Hever had his vfaAona 
Been so horrible before, frightful though many o^ 
hia dreaming experiences had been beneath the 
roof o( that very oavern. How long he slept ha 
knew not » but he was suddenly startled up into 
complete wakefulness; and then a monstrous 
cobra upreared its hooded head from bis breast and 
hissed at him. The man shrieked out in bis mental 
agony: the cobra darted hia head forward as if to 
seixe him on the fsce with its fangs; and the 

Burker sank back insensible. 

When be cam# back to consciousness, he shud- 
dered with the awful recollection of what he bad 
endured, and which now appeared to be a hideout 
dream. The dusk was dbaing in ; and he started 
up to hia feet, mefbanUMUy elutobing his dub 
which lay by Us aide. Still trembling and qUver- 
iag aO bver unSar the influence of bis bideonc 
reoolleetkms— with the perspiration sUnding odd ^ 
^md ^^”7 iqpon hia for eh ea d — the Burknrwnt 
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viithioEOUk of the MTenif when a horrible hiMing 
■mote hit ear* f and within a jard of his foot the 
monairou^ cobra raised itself up to dart at him* 
He sprang baok,^al the same ioelaal bafUaf bte 
oluhr at the reptile. The blow WM w«ll idoiedi it 
atruok down the cobra, wbibb Uj writbbMutioa 
the bed of granite in frcnl of tbe javam* Ifltb a 
■tone, hastilj snaeohcd up, the Barker decpalehed 
bii enemj* * 

It wac no eifieB, tbei^ Wkiek bad haunted h(«i 
during bis slumber I— it wee a terrMe reality I 
and he had sleyt ifith a eobra^ upon hie breaet 1 
The man*# form kept eoarutiing and ahudderiag 
with nerrous horror at tbe bare Idea* ladeedi 
many minutes elapsed ere he eould r^faia auA* 
cicnt self-possession for deliberate thought. Then 
the reflection began to ereep Into bis mind that 
the cobra he had just destroyed mipt be one of 
those that he had seen with tbe eaake-ebarmer, 
and that his notion of the morning was oorreet : 
namely, that ila fangs had bean withdrawn. Bor 
if tbia were not tbe ease, how eonld be pomihly 
baT# aseaped with bis lifeP Bnl the duoideDt 
made tbe Barker aware of one tbing^whieh^kraa 
that kb mat of graaHe fragmenta in front of tbe 
eafom was not a eompbte protaetion against the 
intrudon el repllba. 

Ha bad now fberefora searee^y toy heart to 
tabs the trowbb of b«lldfaig«ap tbo barrioada at 
the month of hb eato. He fdl aa if be eonld lay 
himsalf down and die,— aa if it were impassible to 
bear up any kingar agebut the aeontnnbtiag bor* 
rote of bb position. Ha was nlterly desponding. 

' Bat still death earn# net to bb oall, though be waa 
moat piiaiHlIy eonsdona of bow it might seak hba 
! unawarea— ilaaltkilly and iniidlonsly, ky tha kaad 
; of a Btrangbr*- or nobntly and aWuptly by tbo 
i jaws of a tigar. Ho therfm mnstarad up resolu- 
tion suAobnt for the formation of bb bmrloade i 
; and when the task wat aaeoasplbkefo ka sal down 
in the deepest dejsetbo^^ in the d nr kn aai of*di 
abiding-place. ^ 

The night passed wbbont an? taeidant worthy 
of nritice; pixkwhen tbe Barker Issued foont tbe 
cave in the morning, ha a s es n da d tha Htlb ami- 
nenoe, as was his wonl,*to aesurlaln if ke eonld 
descry any human form in the nsigkbowrbood. Be 
had not been atationed there many minatei^ ere he 
beheld some one adranoing tbrough^be jungle ; 
and as the person drew nearer, the Biflrksr per- 
^ceirad that be waa a Qcasoon. The man*e heal I 
leapt for joy as he thought that now at Jast de- 
liferanoe from that dreadful wilderness was at 
band; for be resolved that if the dervbh/ imitat- 
ing the example of bb predecessors, should refuse 
him bis guidance, he would compel him by vio- 
lenoe to socoour him in that sense, or elso would 
pertinaciously dog hb footsteps and thus be led 
from tbe junglei* As the Gossoon drew nearer still, 
the Barker discerned that he was one of tbe 
« lowest of the sect of religious itpierants— in foot • 
wandering beggar, dependent on the alms of 
charity. These foots hb garb and general appear - 1 
anee onuounced | whib bis looks were of the most 
I forbifottag akaraoter. He w^ about fifty yeara of 
agai; bb hair and beard wera grbsled ; and be 
Mdn atmg oast in one eye, wbbh added to bb 
ffuiatar aspect. 

Tbe Gossoon seemed inrprbed for afow uMmenti. 
on beholding an European there i but the Barker, 


deeming it the most prudent coarse to assume a 
demeanour of entreaty, doseended from the top of 
the hillock and made signs to implore the Gossoon 
to bad kim forth from the jungle. The itinerant 
reHgbnbt made some sign of impatience in reply, 
and at oae* proeeeded to the cave. There ho 
looked in the nbke underneath the loophole ; and 
pa dbeorerittg the Burlfor’s knapsack, he opened 
it. Au txprecaion of delight appeared on his 
iiabtor featurea on fimfiag a provbion of boiled 
riea inside I likd ooming dm to the entrance of 
the eatem, he mt himaalf down to partake of the 
food. Ha ate it in a manner eo ravenous as to 
indbata thdl bb fost must bava been a long one ; 
and tba Bulker, thinking to do him a pleasure, 
took up the gourd, atrthe'same time Intimating 
by a ibn that ha would go tnd fill it with water. 
The Gossoon did not however appear to take 
any notiea ef*him, ao busied was be in oram- 
ming the cold bdibd iba down hb throat. The 
Barker haatansd to fill the gourd at the spring 
wbioh wa^ forth behind tha rooky hill; and 
retum^kg the Goesoon, ha presented it to him. 
But the dervish, with a growl aa savage and as 
sulbn as if earns from tha throat of a wild beast, 
repibliad tbe gourd so rudely lhafoit dropped from 
the Burker*s hand| and then the Goswon, takiog 
a amaU flask from tba folds of hb garmanls,drainad 
its eorflantsb whatavar they* were, to the retj bot- 
tom. Having dona tbb^and without taking any 
more notice of the Burker^be rose^ enler^ the 
eavem, threw himeeif lasity down, and in a few 
aainntes waa fost asleep. 

Bor a moment the Barker was deeply iooensed 
at the rough nneonth manner in which hb gourd 
had bean lejaeced ; and he oould not help thinking 
Kkewbe that in retnra for bb civility tbe Gossoon 
might have spared him a drop of the contents of 
hb flask. He did not however make any demon- 
stration of kb anger t he thought it bettor to let 
tbe brutal Hindoo enjoy the Hamber of which be 
oigbl posaibly find himself in great negd after a* 
tolbeme journey s and tba Burk^ consoled himself 
with the bop# that when the Goesoon should waku 
up^ the tbaO'for hji deliverenoe from the depths of 
Ant henrikbjgifb would be at band. « 

Hours nUt u d » alifi the Gossoon slept on; and 
still the Biirker sat at the entrance of the cavern, 
anxiously awaiting tbe moment When tbo Hindoo 
•bould fooufo himself. All the rice was gone from 
the kSapsaok; for the Gossoon had made light 
work of the provision which it oontained. T^is 
WHS however soarooly a souroe of uneasiness to the 
Barker for tbe presept; for he fell assured that 
bb strange oompanion must have the conscious- 
ness of king speedily enabled to procure another 
supply. And while thus reflecting, the Burker 
buoyed himself up with the hope that probably 
I they were not oo for from the extremity of the 
jungle aa he bad previously imagined^or that the 
Gossoon was acquainted with some outlet that 
would speedily take them to an inhabited spot. 

But time passed on— the day was wearimf away 
—and still ihe Gossoon slept. The Burker might 
have supposeh that the man was dead, were it not 
for tha unmiatakable indbationa of lifo which the 
nasal soondi of hb alumber gave forth. Though 
loobng to that dervbh aa the mean^by which be 
hpped to eaoaM from the jungle^ the Burker never- 
tbebm hated him— not ao mueh lor hb uncouth 
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ronduot, •« for this procrsstinfttioD of the Jour* i 
Of j which he expected to enter upon under his I 
guidance. 

Por that entire daj did tUh Barker reQain sit- 
ting in front of the cavern, with the exception of 
two or three temporary absences to slake his thirst 
at the spring; and the sun drew nearer and 
nearer to the western horison, the impatience of 
the Barker grew into a perfect rage« Oh, how 
he bated that Gijjwoon !— in what bitter aversioif 
did be bold him<^be could h%re even killed him, 
so tremendous at length grow hie yexation and bis 
spite when he beheld him oontioging to enjoy a 
slumber so profound that it appeared as if it never 
could have a waking. * * 

At length the Barker, utterly bereft of all 
patience, was about to lay his hand on the Gos- 
soon's shoulder and ahake him with an enraged 
violenco that would speedily. dispel hie slumber, 
when the dervish suddenly starred up to a sitting 
posture. He rubbwl hie eyes —-looked at the 
Barker with a certain air of astonjshment aa if 
having totally forgotten that he had seen su^ a 
person in that phee before— and then springing 
up, he hastened to inspect the niche undegneath , 
the loophole. But thoro was no food in it ; and 
the Gossoon gave such a hideous howl of rage 
that the Bunker was for an instant f|lghteoed 
lest the e*^und proceeded from the throat of 
some wild animal in the immediate neighbour- 
hood. The Gossoon advanced towards the Bar- 
ker, making threatening signs — pointing to 
tho vacant nioho and the empty knapsack, as 
I much as to accuse him of having devoured the 
provieione which ought to be there F The Burker*i 
temper, never the sweetest at any time, was parti- 
cularly ruffled by the entire oonduot of the Ghos- 
soon ; and forgetting hie conciliatory policy, be 
--eplied by signs that were irate and menacing, A 
terriho expression of rege swept over the Gossoon's 
cuuntenanoe ; and suddenly seising the Barker 
» with bukh arms round the body, he lifted him up 
Huil dashed him down upon tl;e granite blocks 
which lay close by tho mouth of the cavern. 

Herculean was the strengths of the Gossoon— a 
^ strength too that was exorcised with a ekill and 
expertnese which made the aohiovement the work 
of a single instant. Fowerlese as a dwarf in the 
liande of a giaift— and taken completely pna wares 
—tho Burker was utterly unable to oiTei^oy re- 
Bistance; so that with lightning rapidity did bo 
^id himself thus thrown, half-stunned, upon the 
granite blocks. There he lay for a few instants ; 
and as he slowly picked himself up, it was in the 
most aombre eullenness of mood that he submitted 
to thie treatment without an effort to avenge it. 
For in the midet of the oonoentrated rage and vin- 
dictive spite which filled his soul, wa/ the con- 
Boiousness that even if he had the power to slay 
the Gossoon, it would be an act of madness, thereby 
cutting off this last remaining chance of escape 
from the jungle. For the same reason too, ho dog- 
gedly resolved to return to his conciliatory polioy 
towards the man on whom be felt hi|Qself to be so 
oompletely dependent. 

The Gossoon eurveyad him with a kind of 
aombre contempt as he slowly raised himself to hie 
feet; and then he grinned with a. horrible' eatis- 
faotioD, as if contented with having shown the 
European that he was his master. That he wasi 


well aequainted with the cave the Barker had 
already perOeived, from the feet of his sear^ing 
the niche so promptly afrbr bis arrlvj ; and another 
proof thereof was now furnished by the^eiream- 
stance that the Gossoon passed round to the back 
of the well to drink of tho water. The sun waa 
by this tune beginning to set; and the Barker 
therefore knew thabit was usslsss to think of ist- 
^ng out upon a journey through the Jungle during 
the honrs of the night. Be made a sign to the 
Gossoon to the eflbbt that he would pUe up the 
I stones at the mouth of the oavorn i but the itine- • 
I rant Dorvish bnrst out into a soomfhl laugh, as if 
I ridiculing such a precaution or means of defence. 

I He saP to work to gather together a quantity of 
; dried wood ; and he made a sign to the Burker to 
imitate hia exaiqple. Feariessly the Gossoon 
plunged into the long grass in tho thioket, and 
tore down some branches of the most reshioas trees. 
When an immense quantity of fuel was thus col- 
lect^, the Gossoon arranged it in the form of a 
I semicircle near the front of the care; and churl- 
ishly motioning the Burker to follow him within 
the rampart, he set fire to it by the means of igni- 
tion which he carried about his person. He then 
threw himself down in the cavern ; and ooraposiog 
himself to sleep, was ttoon ivrapped once more in a 
ilambsr as pfbfound as that which throughout the 
livelong day he bid wnjoyed. 

But the Barker could not sleep. He was half 
famished with hunger: he trembled lest the 
Strangler should insidiously work his way, despite 
the fire, into the cave : he was afraid likewise of 
the repulsive Gossoon who lay snoring at a little 
distabce. Perhaps the wrdtcb, thought the Burker, 
was only pretending to be asleep in order to watch 
an opportunity of taking his life P— though he cer- 
tainly could not see of what avail auoh a proceod- 
ing would h$ to the Hindoo. The fire continued 
tp burn steadily for a long time ; and as there was 
no wind, hut the night-air was still and stagnant, 
the smoke beat not into tho cavern, but ascended 
straight upwards A^ length a sepsption of drow- 
siness began 'to steal upon the Barker ; and after 
teveral vain efforts to shake it off, be yielded to its 
influence. Hb fell asloop. 

Horrible dreams haunted him, as usoal; for the 
mind reproduced with added horror the waking 
tbou^h^ of the wretched man; and now in irnagi- 
pation he beheld the dead Strangler’s compHuion 
stealing upon him i be saw the hideous Gassudn 
bending over him with a terriblo ferocity of coun- 
tenanof, and with a long sharp instrument in his 
hand. Then he fhneied that be was in the depths 
of the jungle’s wilds, pursued by a tiger— that he 
strove to fly— but that bis feet became as heavy 
as if they had turned into lead, and ho could not 
escape the ravenous animal that was every instant 
gaining upon him. But all of a sudden the sub- 
jeot of his visions changed ; and he was writhing 
and convulsing & the huge folds of a boa 9on- 
striotor. With a shriek of agony he awoke. 

He was lying ip the gave : the duskiness of 
night still prevailed— the lire had sunk into a 
semicircular pile gl sirtouldering embers, just 
throwing oat ligjit sufficient to show him the 
ayes of the Qosmon staring wido open aa the 
mendioant dervish still lay stretohad aloQg the 
ioot of the Cave at a little distance, la which 
direction the eye with the hovriffla squint was 
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looking, the Bnikar Moreelj knew : but the other yell more hideoue than eren that by whidi he had 
waa upon binwif with (he fancied) the lo startled the Sngflish outcast a short while back, 
gleaming, malignity of a reptile’s. Then the Gos- The elder Gonoon Igughed with a low inward 
soon began conyulsing and writhing; and all of a chuckling which was horrible to hear; and then he 
sudden he sent forth so wild a yell that it made contemptuously tossed the Burker a part of his 
the Barker literally bound up in horrible alaf m, provisions. The bag was a large one ; and even 
while the blood seemed to congeal in his veins, when three people bad partadcen of its contents^ 
The Qosaoon burst out into a aavage laugh, and enough provender evidently remained for three or 
made signs to show that he waa only imitating fgur more meals of the samd extent as this first 
everything that the Burker had just been doing, one. But the old Gfosaoon had bnught with him 
Beep but low was the curse which in his own ver- no liquor ; and the ciQfstal spring accordingly enp- 
nacular the Burker gave as he found nimself thus plied the means of washing down the food that 
rendered the sport of the malignant mockery of was then partakLn of. 

that hated Gossoon. But the mendicant l^ndoo When the repast was qnded, the elder Gossoon 
continued to laugh for some moments ; and it addressed in his own langtaga' some question to 


Mmod to the Burker as if he were thus listen* 
ing to the malice-mirth of a fiend. 


the Burker : biit the latter by signs intimated that 
he was ignorant of what waa thus said to him. 


When the Gossoon had finished his hideous It soon transpired that the Gossoons themselves 
caohinnation, ho composed himself to sleep again : were equally at a losr to understand the English- 
but the Burker could not close his eyes in slumber mao'; and the two itinerants accordingly conversed 
any more. In a couple of hours the sun rose— together, taking no further notice of the Burker. 
the Gossoon still slept— and the Burker tssqed This individuaT waited with anxious suepense for 
forth from the cavern. ' * « . somc^ indication of their future plans or move* 

ments : but for three mortal hours they stirred not | 
— and whfin their colloquy was ended, they stretched 

themselves down to sleep. 

^ CHAPTEB OLVllIr The rage and impatience which the wretched 

e outcast hkd experienced on .the preceding day, 

^ TITS ooBSOOwa. were now excell^ by the faelii^ which took pos- 

session of him when he saw those lasy vagabonds 
Hatixto slaked his thirst, which was poignant and so tranquilly* and unconcernedly compose them- 
most oppressive— for bis parched lips were cracked selves to slumber. But what could he do P He 
with the fever-heat of his blood, and his tongue must bide their good-will and pleasure ; and to the 
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was as dry as if 

the embers of t 


bad been swallowing some of utmost of bis power he must render himself agree- 
now extinct fire— the Burker able to them, for fear lest they should leave him 


waa returning to the mouth of the cavern to await behind, as the other Gossoons bad done, on taking 
in hope the Gossoon’s awakening, when be espied their departure. He therefore strove to assuage 
another human form approaching from a little dis- his boiling impatience— to appease bis irritated 
tanoe. This speedily proved to be a fnan of the feelings — and to sustain himself with the hope that 
same sect as the Hindoo who had already becomes the moment for egress from that dreadful jungle 
the Burker’e companion. He^ was a mendicant must come at last. 

Gossoon more wretchedly clad if possible— more The Gossoons slept on ; and the sun wa/agaiu 

filthy in bis purton, and mifre repulsive in his sinking towards the western horiion before they 
look% than even the other. ,B[e w« upwards of jawoke. Then the prqyision-bag was again opened ; 
six^ yean of age, and exceedingly tall— without and a ration was bestowed upon the Burker, though 
any stoop— but with a frame so emaciated that it not to the same extent as that whioh each 
was painful to contemplate the parts which his soon took for himself. The meal being deposed 
rags left bare. He bad a look half sifvage, half of, they made signs for him to prooure them 


austere ; and he growled upon the Burker aC ifere- 
gLiding him as an intruder in that spot. 


water in the gourd; and then they intimated 
that he was to oolleot the firewood to be arranged 


‘Withont however taking any farther notyw of at the mouth of the oavem. He comprehended 
him, this old Gossoon proceeded straight to the that they were using him as their slave t but hew 
cavern ; and the Burker, following, perceived that waa compelled to submit. It was however with 
Che other itinerant suddenly woke up, as if with shuddering horror that he plunged into the thicketa 
the instinctive knowledge that an expected friend to gather the branohei; but the task was achieved 
was at hand. Their greetingi were however sul- without any ciroumatanoe oaloulated to justify his 
lenly and moodily exchanged ; and the new-comer alarm. T^ pile waa built upi the thm passed 
almost immediately prodimed a bag whioh he oar- into the oavem ; and the wood waa lighted. The 
ried hidden amongst his rags. Thence be took two Gfossoons wore spisdily buried in profoundest 
forth rice, fruits, and fragments of ooarse barley clumber ; and the Barker, worn out in mind and 
bread; a^ the two Gossoons began to eat with a body, fell adaopmore quickly than on the preoeding 
imvenoua appetite. The Burker, half fanfisbed, night. His dreame were again horrible— but not 
advanced in a supplicating manner towards them ; ofawaoteriaed by the Mine endencM of diitrese on 
and then the younger Gossomi began telling faia his part aa these which we have described t or al' 
eomrade something whioh the'Bdrker speedily un- least if they were, he himself awoke in ignorance 
derstood to be a narrative of thw-effeets produced of the foot— and at all eventa the Gossoons did not 
upon himself by the dreams of the put night, seem to have bun disturbed. These Itinerante 
For that malignant Qctsoon again went throughc did not awake until aome while after afinriset then 
the imitation of 4ho Barker's oonvulsive writhingti the provision-bag wu produced— the Barker filled 
and he ended by giving vqnt to another mooUng (ne gourd from the qwing— end the morning meal 
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was pftrteken of. AlUrwardt the two Jvft m Um other Gomoob Hid doo6b Md hurled 

aaeended the hillock | and both lookedMintlj in hin to a diatenoe with much etae ea if he ware 
the aama diraotion from whiob ^ aaralj thua toaaing awaj from hyn an infant child. 

raapaotiTelj coma,— aa If llMgy|HHNwaitiog Again waa the Buriwr compellad to put op with 
another arriraL The Burkar bwHHw that if the lOugh traatmani ao auatalnad | and ha had a 
the company of Goaaoona waiw ha might t a car a aiparianea that the atrangth of ttia alder 

be abandoned by them, ac' thoaa who Qoaaooib aaaciatad a'Wiplah thoi^h ha waia^ waa 

had taken away tb dead With thami— and in no way inftrlor In tital of hia yoangar com* 
painful miagiringf agitated in lha wiatchad man’a panUnu Both Vaiw Ida maatan^ and aaamad ra- 
■onl. That day paa^ like the ptacading oag,— aolfad to profo ttaamalyaa ao. In a mood of 
the Goaaoon/ alaaping fm hoora together— the aullan raaignal io a and dogged anbmiaaion, did the 
Burkar watching at tlm nmuth of the cafcm— and Burlmr continna hia tbak; ai^ whoa it waa com* 
having to collaot the firewood in the or aning* Ko pUtad, ha had the two Goaaooaia atratahad them* 
other Goaaoon made hia appaaAacai there waa no aelvea anpparlaaa toiepoaa. The Itiiiaraata apaadily 
fraah arrival of^anytddnd; and another night waa a^pts but the aravinga of hunger kept lha Barker 
palled in the cavam. awake for the greater part of the night. At 

Again, in the morning, whan the meal bad been length alaap viaitad hia ayaa alaoj and if hia 
^partaken of— and which meal completely emptied draama ware km horribk than uamd, it waa par* 
the bag,— the two Qoaaoon# aaoandad the hillock, hapa^bacaum ha had all the lam to tax or troahk 
the Burkar following them. Vo naw-comar waa hk digaatlva orpina. 

to be aeon | add there the Goaaoona aat^ ifatohiag In the morning the Goaaoona again aaean d ad to 
inailanea for a couple of hoora until the heat of the top of the hil],-*again too followed by the 
the aun became intolerable with liaayllrinaaa. Than Burkar, who waa aa much intareated aa tbamaalvaa 
the darviahaa gave vent to cjaculationa of %iuiglad in the arrival of any one bearing a anpply of pro- 
rage, aatoniahmant, and diaappointmant i and toe viaiona. But no approaching form waa to be aeon. 
Burkar had no dUBculty in comprehlading the Craahing through the Jungle at a UUk diatanoa^ 
cauaa. Ihay evidently azpactad aoma paraon or waa that pbanomano%^a white akphant— called an 
paraona^ who however came not. Th^ daaoandad olMao r^ut it waa apaadily loat to the view— and 
into the cavam, bad atratehad thamaalvaa to dam* the atralniqg aym of the two Qoaaocna and the 
bar,— the Barker taking hia aeouatomad poat juat Barker ware again riveted in the diraclion whence 
within the antraaoa, ao aa to ahady himaalf againat the former evidently azpactad an arriviL And 
the piercing raya of the aun. It waa evening when now, the Burkar'a ideaa changings ha began to 
the Goaaoona awoke ; and then they both haatened hope that no one would coma after allf for in thia 
with avidity to inapect the niche under the loop* caaa be aaw the necaaiity of the OoaaMna leaving 
hole : but there ware no proviiiona there. They the cavern and betaking thamaalvaa to the naareat 
made impatient aigna to the Barker to inquire inhabited apot where proviiiona might be procured, 
whether any one had been f— and on hk aignal* —in whkh caaa be waa reaolvad to accompany 
ing a negative, they looked aa if they ware vary or to dog them, unlam overpowered by their aupa* 
much inclined to wreak their rage upon himmlf. rior brute force. 

It eraa indeed with a aort of menacing peremp- All bf a auddan, however, ejaouktiona of joy 
.torinem that they pointed to the /thiAet aa ^ burat from the lipa of the Gbaaoona ; for they, 
udiipation that ha abould gather the firewood; with aym moth aeouatomad to mark the move* 
and ha haatened to olky— for he waa now more manta of human beinga inatbeir own native Und, 
than aver afraid of them men. Hia faara in that than the Burkar’a could poavbly be, beheld aoma 
rmpeot ao operated upon hk mind aa to anhmm one advaaoiog. In a abort time the Barker him* 
the poignancy of the apprahanaiona with whkh be mlf dimmed the form whkh came haatening 
aet foot in the thicket— the lurking pkca of the akng with light atapi for the azpactad individual 
reptile, and whkh had likewiae ramntly proved waa quite young. Ha likawka waa a Ooaaoon— 
the ambifrh of the tiger. While treading amidat not imova two or thrm and twenty yaara of age ; 
the long gram, he fancied that coblqp were coiling^ lAd he waa aa remarkabk for hk peraonal bmuty 
up hk lega ; and the ke4»hiU of tarfor atruok to aa thorn whom ha came to Join ware for their ugli- 
the very marrow of hk bonea. Upon thorn bonoa pern. Ha wm of the medium atatura-^nder 
too did the fleah appear to cQaep, aa ha approached and wall made— with a foultlem aquiline profile 
the trma from whkh ha hod to tear away the knd auparb eym. Ha waa attired with aomewhat 
branohea— thorn tram whanm the fatal coik of the more naatnem than the other Goaaoona— but atill 
boa oonatrktor might pomibly unwind to fling in a poor atyla; and hk permn dkpkyedmora 
down ita huge dimy kngth and anvakpa hk form, olmnly habita. B[a had at hk back a wallop or 
But hk talk waa aohk^ without the oocurrenm knapaack, of oonaiderabla aka i he advanced ra* 
of any of them tariibk cmualtim ; and he aet to pidly, and coon joined the Goaaoona and the 
work to pik up the wo^ in front of the mvam. Barker, who daamndad from the top of the hil* 
Whether it were that ha wm not quick enough look. • 
in hia movamanti to plaam the elder Goaaoon— or Whan the naw.oomar caal a look of wondering 

that thk individual required aoma olijmt on whom inquiry upon the Barker, the Gkeaoon who had 
to wreak the vindiotka apita with whkh hunger firat of all arrived #t the cavern, gave a few hmty 
filled him— we cannot my i But oertain it k that worda of azplmiation— m the object of the ramarka 
with an ejaculation of rage^ ha anatohed up a atout could undardnnd ; whUa the eldmt Goaaoon, with 
branch and dealt the Burkar a aavage blow upon h a nda of griwdy impatience and ravanoua lookt, 
the haad. In a moment the Englkhman flew like began to taka off the knapaack from the new* 
a tiger at the Hladooi but the latter, auddanly aomar’a ahouldeta. On being o^nad, it wm found 
skipping midi^ caught the Burkarround the wakb ^ contain a quantity of proviiiona of a bettor 
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Bort than any the Biirkev had es yot Bocia in the hii oaie to bo when it admitted of Buoh horrible 
jungle. There were mt onlyrieo and fruiti, but eonsolatione I v 

cakee of bread ai^ pieces of cold meat ; and the For about two houn had be adnnoed, steadilv 
Ghsioons quickly sat down to the welcome meal, pursuing the direetipn from which the Gossooue 
The Burker 'waa liberally treated in respeot to the had come— when on emerging upon a sward of 
food on the present occasion ; and when the flask short sweet grass, be beheld a dark object lying at 
which the young Gkssuun produced, had ptMod a little distance. On approaching it, he found to 
round from hia own lips to those of his friends, his surprise that it was the frallet which the 
ths Burksr was not forgotten. Ho found it to youngest Gossoon had brought with him in the 
contain the same sort of potent spirit as that morpiog. On opening it, the l^urker found that 
which the gourd of tho assasitnatod travellers had it contained a considerable quantity^of the pro- 
furnished him; and eneourdged by tho apparent vender with which it dlas crammed when flrst 
friendliness of the Gbssoons, he iiubibSd a deep produced ; and his wonder was now succeeded 
draught. by joy. But surprfse was soon uppermost again | 

The meal being over, the Gossoons proceeded Jo and this becamd blended with terror likewise— for 
stretob thoinselves to sleep in the cavern,— the how could the wallet be there, unless somethifljg 
bandsomo young now comer following in this re* had happened to the young Gossoon himself P And 
Bpect tho example of bis ugly elder comrades. The if he hod become a prey to a wild hcect, might not 
Burker experienced the soporilio efloct of* tho that same ferocious animal be still lurking m tho 
potent alchohol : and yielding to drowsiness, be neighbourhood P Tho Burkor now discerned upon 
likewise laid himself down in tho cave. Slum* the grosb tho traces of **fooi6tepB ; ami. Oh! with 
her soon stole upon his eyes ; and when he awoke what curdling of the blood did ho likewise distin* 
the suii was considerably past the meridian. But guish the spots^ wliero the pawa of a wild beast— 
the Gossoons— where wero tlicy P They were not most probably a tiger— had been 1 
to be seen 1 Some minutes elapsed before ho CQuld suffl* 

Half wild with despair, tho Burkoii asoeiideil ciently oon^ose himUlf to appropriato the wallet 
to tho top of tho rocky hill : but no — not a and strap it over his shoulders. Ho then oon- 
glimpse of them could ho obtain \ They had evi* tinuod his way— looking around him with cold 
dentlj abscidonod hioi to bis fate in that^horriblo shuddering apprehension— when kis foot kicked 
wilderness 1 Ho cried aloud in his anguish : he against something ; and recoiling from tho contact, 
mingled lamentations with imprecations : ho beat he perceived that it was a human none. Several 
his breast— tore his hair — and dashed bis olenehed other bones lay Mattered about ; and there was a 
i fists violently against his brow. At length his dark stain upon tho ground which 'confirmed all 
ra^ began to moderate, even if his distress of the dreadful talc. It was a horrible spectacle 1— 

I mind were not alleviated. He saw that it was use* horrible would it have been even for one surveying 
lew to trust to travelling Gossoons as guides from it with a consciousness of perfect security — but in- 
tbe depths of that jungle; and despite all dangers, finitely more horrible for one who foil that at any 
he would moke one more desperate effort to issue instant he might share the fate of his predecessor 
thence, or die in the attempt. He bethought him* on that spot ! Close by, too, there were the frng. 
self that all three of the Giossoons bad como from inents of apparel ; and now the Barker knnw', he* 
precisely the same direction ; and it was altogether void the possibility of doubt, that it was tin* young 
in an oppoeite direction that his q^vn former at* Gossoon who had been devoured by u wild beast, 
tempts had been madeJp is^e from the jungle. ile rushed on, almust maddened with horrefr. 
Surely those men roust have journeyed from a vU* from the spot. lie forgot the Strangler— the boa* 
lage or hamlet at fid great distance P At all events con^riotor — the cobra— the panther— the olophant 
be was determined to push forwaid in that direc* j — and the alligator ; he thought of nothing but the 
tion : for sooner than endure the prolonged hor* ' tiger. But when another hour had elapsed, and 
rors of the jungle, he would dare all its ghastliost, be bad continued his way without any fresh alarm, 
frightfulest perils t ! his spirits began to revive somewhat. J^hat the 
Having slaked his thirst at the crystal springn^ | two elder Gbsst^ns bad fled from the spot where | 
end armed with his stout bludgeon— the Burker |%bei|^ more juvenile cuiurado met so hideous a fate 
set oul'tipon his journey. He strove to call to was tolerably evident. Might he nut therefore ; 
his aid all bis most stubborn courage and duggedf^l overtake them P— and if so, might ho not induce | 
resolution. When floaoderiug through the long^i them to serve as bis gfiidesP or in any ease might I 
grass where reptiles might lurk, bo said to himself ' he not follow them from a distance P I 


that it was better to die by the bite of tho cobra | Whilo he was looking straight before him, with 
than to endure the long agony of terror, with the < etraining eyes to see if he could discern any 
prospect of famine in the cave he had just loft. ! human forms moving in the distance, — he fancied 
'When forced by the ciroumstanoes of his route to i that his oar caught the sounds of plaintive moans 
pass near a tree, he strove to persuade himself that ' in his immediate vicinage. lie stopped and 
It were better to render ap existence in tho crush* : listened. Yes— it was assuredly so ; and they ap* 
ing folds of the boa constrictor, than to linger out peared to emanate from the foot of a tree about 
that life in the awful solitude of the cavern. Or twenty yards off. This tree was completely 
again, when passing near a stream, be thought it withered : there was not a single leaf upon it ; 
were preferable to risk beinjif devoured by the and thus the eye of the Burker could easily scan 
;awa of an alligator, than to oontinuii to be whirled , all its skeleton branches. No boa ooustrictur was 
onw.ird by a hurriciuie ol iignitizlngninriuH and a | coiled there ; and a horrible feeling of ouriosity, 
sense of excmciatlng perils. It was In this manner | surmounting his alarms, led him to draw nearer 
the wandering ontcast endeavoured to snstan his ; and nearer by slow degrees towards tho fiait of 
ppiyita; bnt, oh! how desperate must ho havo felt tbatllilastod tree. For the moans still continued 
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to riiiicb hU oars ; and though disguised as it were 
bj iheir very plaiotiveness, yet had he t)ie con- 
I yiQtioQ that they oame from a JjiuinaQ tongue. All 
of a sudden the thieket through which he was ad^ 
Tanoing, ceased; and then a frightful speeiaole 
met bis eyes. For thero« at the foot of the ^ree^ 
lay the oldest of the three Gossoons, encircled in 
the folds of a boa constrictor, whoso tail was coiled 
ronnii the lower part* of that tree’s trunk. The 
reptile raised its Issad on beholding the Burker>-< 
who did not however remain there another instant 
to contemplate more of that scene oritupondous 
horror : but ho fled, goaded by thVat^niamg ap- 
prehension that the snake might quit its hold upon 
the Oaasoon and mark himaolf as its prey instead. 
On he ran,— until briatblese and exhausted, he 
reached a rocky eminence ; and on the slopo ho 
threw himself down. There Im lay for some mi- 
nutes, until his presence of mina began to return ; 
end he reflected* with ahuddoring horror upon 
what ho had seen. Two of tho Gossoons had met 
a hideous fate had tho third escaped P or was ho 
likoiviae doomed to perish in the jungle, to^the 
perils of wUibh ho as Srcll as they had abandoned 
a fellow-creature P And would th^ Barker diimself 
iasuo with bis Hie from that wilderness oP dangers 
—that wild and awful district where death was to 
be confronted in sq many ghastly, frightful, and 
appalling shapes ? 

The Burkor sat n desponding mood, — asking 
hiiiisolf these quest ions, and rcflectingpoii all these 
things,— when it struck him that ho heard a slight 
riNluig sound higher up behind; and starting 
with the idea that a reptile was gliding towards 
him, ho just escaped ^he noose of a lasso which 
WAS thrown at his head. For there, upon that 
rocky eminence, stood the Strangler— tho remain- 
ing (‘•)iiiputiion of him whom the Barker had f>ltiin. 
Willi a cry of vindictive rage, the Barker sprang 
up the slope, on the top of winch tho stiark-teethed 
JUihdoo tarried to moot Lira. 

for another battle— another conflict— ^ri- 
ot hni struggle, to which the oqjy end (hat could be 
expected was the death of one of these mortal 
foe,! » * 

A glonoo ehowed the Darker that the Strangler 
had in his hands no other weapon than the lasso : 
a simultanoqas glance made tho Hindoo aware 
that Che Fughshman bad no visible tveapon but 
his club. neither knew whethcr«the other 

might not have a knife or dagger, or oven a pistolf 
» ConcoaloJ about the person. With bis club held 
up over his head— alike as awneans of defence 
against the lasso, and to bo in readiness to deal u 
torriflc blow— the Burker rushod on to the oouibat. 
The Strangler stood firm, huldiug his cord in a pe- 
culiar manner ; and ab the Barker drew near, that 
lasso was thrown out with such sudden violence 
that the knot of the noose struck him upon the 
mouth. The blood gushed forth; and he was fur 
an instant staggered t— bat maddened with the 
pain, ho made one bound towards his enemy. The 
Strangler darted aside, and gathered up his lasso 
with incredible rapidity for the purpose o£ using it 
•gmo : but the Barker’s club reaoiied h.s loft arm, 
M a blow was dealt with all the energy of the in- 
fliriate Englishman. That arm fell crushed and 
powerlesisby the Strangler’s side: but tbs right 
hand again threw forth the lasso,— and again tob 
with more or lees eiisot» it struck tho Burkei in 


the middle of the forehead, with such violence as 
to make him reel even more than tho former blew; 
and lightning appeared to gleam before his eyes. 
Bat again did he rush towards the Strangler, who 
however darted bimk ; and the lasso was ones more 
whistlmg through the air,— itt noose this time 
being thrown at the Barker's neck. It was a 
marvel that ho avoided it,— and yet he did. Then, 
at the same instant, he hurled bis eudgel with all 
I his might at the Strangler : it struck the Hindoo 
a tremendous blow upon the face ; and tho wretch 
toppled over tho side of Aie rock, which in that 
direction was precipitous. ^ 

The Burker looked down into theab^ss of aboat 
thirty ifeet in depth ; and there he beheld the 
Strangler darting away : for, to Che Englishman’s 
astonishment, his opponent had evidently alighted 
on bis lost. The lasso having fallen from the 
Strangler’s hand, lay upon the top of the rook; 
and it was now evident that tho Hindoo misoreant 
himself had experienced enough of the eon- 
fliefe for the present occasion. He was flying; and 
the Barker remained a victor upon the battle- 
ground. 

At a very little distance a broad stream was 
rolling; and tho thought struck the Barker i list ho 
would pursue his enemy and despatoh him altoge- 
ther. Tbatwiver appeared to bar the Strangler’s 
progress ; for hoW could he swim soross it with the 
use only of his right arm P And the stream morlo 
so sweeping a curve likewise, that if th» Strangler 
followed its course along its bank, either to the 
right hand or to the left, it would bring him again 
in close proximity to the rock, which now seornf'd 
to serve as a furtulics commanding the entire posi- 
tion ; so tbst the Burker eonoaived that he had 
only to sully down on either side, according to cir- 
cumstances, and cut off the Strangler’s retreat. 

All these ideas passed through the Barker’s 
^mind during the space of tho few moments in 
which the Strangler was fleeing towards the river. 
Straight be went, ^eitlmr diverging to the right 
nor or tht) lol(^!--straigW to the centre of the are 
formed by that benfl of the streaai^! The weeds, 
tho sedges, add the g^ass grow high upon the river’s 
bank : — through that margining fringe rushed 
the Strangler, so that tho Murker now became sud- 
denly ooi^iuced that bis too did really intend to 
pass it by swimming, or by fording it— if it were 
indeed turdable. An imprecation burst trom the 
Englishman’s lips at the idea that the 
wouid after all escape him ! 

j^ut what is that dark object which suddenly ap- 
I pears amongst the woods and sedges p The Strangler 
i turns to retrace his way : that object is close be- 
I bind him its whole form is now developed t — it 
is a tremendous alligator 1 The Hindoo no longer 
flies in a straight direction : he turns round and 
round, desoribiog small circles, so as to avoid the 
long jaws of the unwieldy monster, which turna 
likewise. It le a scone of horrible excitement for 
the Burker, who beholds it all from the summit of 
that rock. For upwards of ten minutes does the 
spectaclp, as strange awit is frightful, endure— the 
Strangler describing those circles which constltato 
the charm by wh^h only is his life safe— the pkmi* 
Bier porsoveriagly turning and turning likewisfv 
but unable to clutob tho man in its vast fapakig 
jaws. All in a moment the Strangler disappears 
from the Burker’s viewt bo .has either faUen 
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through giddinoH^ or terror, or ozhuuitioii— or he 
hei tripped over eomething. The alligator makee 
one furward-morement— he lifte hie head up— the 
Btrangler ia lying eroee-wiae in hia jawa I 

Horrible aa thia iooident waa, it only for the 
inatant produced one effect upon the Barker— 
namely, that of a sarage aatiafaction to find that 
he waa rid of hia remaining enemy. Boon howerer 
the feeling atole over him tSat he himaelf might 
be deatined to feed a maw aa ravenoua aa tha| 
which had juat devoured hia treacheroua foe ; and 
again, for the thouaaftdth time ainee he flrat be- 
came a wanderer amidat the wilda of that jungle, 
did a cold ahudder aweep through hia entire frame. 
His eyea were atill rivet^ upon the rivef 'a bank ; 
and he beheld the alligator plunge into the water. 

The Barker now puraoed hia way. He walked 
rapidly; for ho had collected * all hia energies for 
this last attempt to find an egress from the jungle. 
To his delight he found that his path became more 
easy — that he could proceed for long intervals 
without being oompell^ to plunge into thickets, 
or drag his feet through the rank luxuriance of 
herbage where reptiles might lurk. The high d'ees 
too were fewer and farther between ; and remem- 
bering how inoenaibly aa it were the jungle com* 
menced, he began to fiatteif himself with the hope 
that it was now drawing to an erid,— gradually 
losing its wildness and its horors, aa it merged 
into the cultivated parts of the country that lay 
beyond. 

As he was proceeding, he suddenly beheld a 
human form at a little distance ; and quickening 
hia pace, he soon acquired the c^tainty that it 
was the surviving Ghis^n who was toiling slowly 
along. Presently that itinerant looked round ; and 
the Barker, with a heart leaping joyously, sped 
forward to join him: for there waa no longer a 
doubt that he had at last reached the extremity of 
the jungles ' 

Welcome as is the sight of land to the storm- 
tossed mariner who mthoifc compass has been 
drifting hither and thiftr amidst^ the perils of the 
ocean,— waa, tho spectacle v/^ich now greeted the 
Barker's view. For in th« horiion he beheld th^ 
outlines of buildings ; and idl the interval between 
the verge of the jangle and that town was occu- 
pied by cultivated lands. Here and there, too, a 
cottage appeared ; and the wanderer rat as if he 
were entering upon the confines of civiiiAition 
ppee more. The Qossoon was waiting for him t6 
come up. Be it remembered that this iras the 
first of the three who had appeared at the cave, — 
the one whose inveterate habit of sleeping ^had so 
terribly irritated the Burker. 

On approaching the Gkiaoon, the Englishman 
perceived that his countenance was haggard and 
careworn, and still had a frightened look as if the 
influence of horrors which had happened hours 
back yet remained upon his mind. The itinerant 
quickly descried the well-furniahtd wallet slung at 
the Barker's back; and the expression of his 
eountenanee enddenly changed from carewQm 
haggardness to a eelfish ind rapaobue satisfaction. 
Be was about to make a spring at it» when the 
Bvrikar, brandishing his olubV menacingly made 
to keep off. The GesCoon laughed with 
'fllisr of low cunning, as much as to imply that 

Barker felt he was now in a situation to oom^ 
manfli nod then assuming a lagnbrioua aqpse^ be 


imitated the bound of a tiger. The Burker ooa- 
prehended what he meant— nodded his head- 
pointed to the wallet — and then made a motion aa 
if picking up something from the ground— thereby 
showing how he had found that wallet on the 
spot where its recent possessor had fed the 
maw of the tiger. Then the squinting dervish in 
his turn mode another si|gn— walked slowly on, 
imitating the gait of the^ emaciated old Gbssoon 
—and all of a sadden halted, showing by rapid 
movements of his hand how^she immense snake I 
had darted forth** upon that unfortunate com- I 
rade of his, and imitating likewise the wretch's 
writhings add convulsions when encircled by 
the folds of the serpent. The Barker nodded 
significantly, and made signs to show hoiAhe him- 
self had seen the old GkMmn fast looked in the 
deadly coils of the boa constrictor. Ho likewise 
gave the Gbssoofl to understand that when he be- 
held the wretch, he was still alive and moaning 
plaintively. Hie dervish Comprehended the 
Barker's meaning ; and he gave vent to low half- 
subdued, howls and moans of lamentation : but 
wllether they were real or affected, it was impos- 
sible for the J^urker to conjecture. At length the 
Gossiktfi made an end of his whining; and the 
Burker thought that he would now share his pro- 
visions with the itinerant, whom indeed he meant 
to make his companion ; tof moneyless as he was^ 
he did not exactly see how ke was to live without 
some suoh^aid. As for any future prospeots, the 
Burker really had none ; for each was his j^sition 
that he was forced to abandon himself entirely to 
chance. 

The Gbssoon seemed to treat with a sort of 
calm indifference the fact of the Burker producing 
the provisions from the wallet; and when they 
sat down together the itinerant began eating with 
a voracity that threatened to consume its contents 
altogether— or at least as much of them as he 
could secure for his own special behoof.. The 
Barker made a sign for him to be spaqng with • 
the provisbns : but the Gbssoon pointed confi- 
denUy in the direction of the town, os much as to 
imply that they ooi:ld obtain an ample replenish- 
ment there. The Barker was well pleased with 
this tacit but perfectly intelligible announcement ; 
and giving the rein to his appetite, he ate without 
farther parsimony in respect to 'she provender. 
The wi|jjet was thus completely emptied. 

The Gossoon now began making signs to inti- 
mate that the Barker should become his oompaniqu^ 
—a propositiouuwhioh the ruffian received with so 
much veritable joy that it betrayed to the dervish 
his oonsdousness of how helpless he would be if 
left to himself. Thereupon the Gbssoon nodded in 
a patronising manner, and seeuied to be seeking to 
give hinr to understud that he would take him 
under his protectboi But snatching up the Bar- 
ker's cudgel, he hurled it to a distance ; and then 
he made signs to show that he considered himself 
and the Englishman to be upon equal terou. The 
Barker growlingly muttered on imprecatbn i but 
remembering evidence of superior strength 
which the GbiMon had given him at the cave, he 
thought it better to submit to these terms of 
equality on which the incident had just placed 
them. • 

The Gossocn now rose and pointed towards the 
l^wni the Barkei^ likewise rising to his feet, pm- 
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pared to toeompany him. They journe/^ on in 
ailenoe ; and the Bngluhman hod thoa ample lei- 
«enre to give free aoope to his reflections. Compa- 
ratively a fear hours had suflEbed t<^bring him from 
the care to the extremity of the jangle : but on 
the former occasion of his endeavour to And on 
issue from the wilderness, he hod token another 
direction and hod thus only floundered farther and 
farther into its depths. Whether he was still in 
the kingdom of Inderabod, he knew not i but he 
was very certain that when first entering the 
jangle after his flight from imprisonment in the 
capital city of that kingdom, he hod not passed 
through the region where he now found himself. 
When in the j]^gle, and expowd to all its horrors, 
he would cheerfully have foUeh in wiin any of Queen 
Indore’s emissaries who might have been sent in 
pursuit of him : but now that he was clear beyond 
the limits o& that awful wilderness, he entertained | 
tl^gproeisely opposite feeling, and trembled at the | 
' Vo. 100.— Vouain aiuu. | 


thoGight of being recaptured and conducted bock j 


to Inderabod. Thus it was of some conssquei^ 
to hiip to learn whether he was still within tne 
range of Queen Indora's jurisdiction: but how 
could ^e possibly ascertain P— for no intelligible 
word could be exchange with the GKisaoon. Trust- 
ing therefore to some fortuitous circumstance to 
impart the intelligence which he required, he 
walked on with bis companion. 

In about on hour and a half— os the sun was 
sinking into its western bed— they reached the 
outskirts of the town, which was one of moderate 
sise. As they entered the streets, the Barker 
looked about to see if there were any English sol 
diers or Sepoys, such oei be hod seen in Calcutta 
and other places in Anglo-lndia through which he 
bod passed when jihmeylng os a prisoner in the 
suiti* of Queen Indinra her royal hudiand i but 
he beheld none of those indications of a British 
\wss e aeion. The Qossoon led him on through 
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several streets, until thej reached a small low and his squinting ojo darted forth vivid lightnings, 
building consisting of two rooms, and which was a The Barker was actually terrified by his com- 
Bort of chaifitable institution where wayfhrers paiium*B aspect $ an^ he went on howling, yelling, 
might rest themselves nud cook their rice without and lamenting more vociferously than ever, 
having anything to pay for the accommodation. Still however the paesers>by seemed inoredulons 
There were several otiicr Gossoons in this place, in respect to the dihns of thb GKissoon and the 
and to whom the Barker’s companion was evi- Barker upon theik charity; and thus about a 
dently well known. They had plenty of rice and couple of hours elapsed without a single coin 
other provisions, which they liberally shared with being dropped into the cmistretehod hand of 
the new-comers. When the meal was over, the reither. That period of the daja was approaching 
Barker's friend borrowi^d a few copper coins of when the streets would become deserted on ae- 
the other Gossoons; and he them beckoned the count of the intense sultriness of ktn. sun; and 
Englishman to accompany him. They went out thus there appeared to be little ohandU, as matters 
together, and proceeded to a shop whore articles of now stood, for the Gossoon and the Barker to 
cutlery were sold. Hero tbo Gossoon piAvhased obtain the wherewith for the purobase of asbreak- 
a couple of common rudely-constructed knives, the fast Yet the Gossoon had a resource left : but it 
blades of which were fixed in the handles dagger- was evidently one to which he only thought fit to 
shaped ; so that indeed they resembled oyster- address himself a% a desperate alternative when 
knives. A piece of cork was stuck on each point ; the easier and more legitimate means of mendicity 
and tho Gossoon, giving the Barker one, made a failed. He bad hfs knife oonoealed in his sleeve : 
sign for him to secure it about his person. He tho Barker likewise had bis weapon bidden up his 
then led the way back to the khan,. or pubUc afi- own arm; and the Gbssoon made him a sign to 
commodation-house ; and there some of the^othfr drSr it foHb. The Barker hesitated,— >not under- 
Gossouns produced opium and strong spirits. The standing the olnoct which 'the proosbdiog was to 
Barker partook of the latter, but refused the serve : shut whefi he behold tho dervish draw forth 
former : his companion however regaled on both : his own knife, be followed the example. Then the 
and after a while the whole motley company Gossoon went on howling, roaring, and yelling 
stretched themselves to sleep on thb benches in more tenifloally than ever,— the Barker doing bis 
the inner room. ' best to play his own part in the appalling chorus. 

"When tho Barker awoke in tho morning, ho All of a sudden the GossAon %ade him a sign to 
found that himsdf and his companion were tho out himself With his knife ; and tearing open hia 
only two persons remaining in tbo place : tho own sleeve, he drew tho blade, as if in perfect 
others had all gone forth on their respeotive avoca- frenzy, along bis arm. Tbo Barker, by no meant 
tions. No breakfast appeared to be forthcoming; relishing the frantic examplo thus set him by the i 


and the Gossoon made a sign to the Barker to fol- 
low him. As they passed by a shop whero cornea- 
titles were sold, the Gossoon pointM to the provi- 


Gossood, muttered something in his special ver- 
nacular to tho effect that he would see himself in 
the hottest place he could possibly think of beforo 


jionii, then to his own mouth end to that of the | ho would stick a knife into his own flesh. Quick 
.Burker— ns much as to imply that some of that I as lightning, however, the Gossoon tore up tho 
food should presently find its way into those* Burker's sleeve, and stuck his knife into the fleshy 
avenues to the stomach. The Murker was cheered part of the man's arm. Tho Burker, roaring with 
by tins intimation ; and followed tho Gossoon, the pain, was on the very poiut of infliutinf^ sum- 
wondering to what proceedii^s he was about to mary chastisement* on tho Gbssoon by plunging 
address himself in order U) procure the means to .the knife into his heart, — when a quantity of coins 
purchase tho inviting provsnder. Presently the ‘showered down upon them from tho windows of 
Gossoon bolted in a somewhat crowded thorough- the opposite houses. Several of the passers-by, 
lare ; and placing his back against a dead wall, he on seeing the blood of tho two mendicants thus 
madu the Barker stand by his side. ^Then the flowing, quickly bestowed their alres; and thus 
Gossoon, taking forth his knife, signalled jbo the Burker's rage was somewhat appeased. Tho 
Barker to do tbo same, but to draw off the cork ,money tlfrown from the windows was speedily 
Irfifli tbo point. Tho Barker, watching the pro- gathered up ; and the Gossoon, beckoning the 
ceodiogi ot his leader, hid the knife up bis alteve; Barker to follow, hurried away. * 

and tho Gkiasoon began to appeal to the chartiy of In a few tnmfttes they stopped in a secluded 
the passers-by. At first it was in a whining tone place ; and the Gossoon, producing a small pot 
of entreaty ; then it was with howls and lamenta- of ointment, applied some of it to his own 
tions ; and he kept nudging the Barker to imitate arm, and then to tho Barker's. Having done 
him. This tho Englishman did to the best of bis this, he produoed bandages likewise; and having 
endeavour ; and several persons— no doubt struck made the Barker twist one round his arm, he 
Yy the novelty of seeing an European in such a proceeded to perform fne same good ofllce for that 
condition— stopped for a moment to contemplate individual. The Barker could not however help 
him. But his was a countenance^ittle oaloulated perceiving that whereas the GoSsoon bad inflicted 
to excite sympathy : tlie townspeople therefore upon himself a comparatively trifling scratch, be 
only shook their heads dubiously, and passed on bad dealt far less considerately when plunging his 
their way. ^ knife into the iarm of ids comrade. But as the 

The GKMSOon, seeing bow nmtters were going, Barker now felt no pain since the application of 
beob a look of rage upon the Furjeer, as if to re- the ointment, and as the bandage bad stanched 
pnqta^ Hm for the failure *of their appeal to the the bloqd, he snffered himself to be anpeased by 
pum charity. NotHing could exceed the vil- , tho prospect of a good meal— for he was ravenously 
lanoos expression of the dervish's countenance os hungry. 

Itii infuriate feelibga thus convulsed his features ; fthe Gossoon led the way to that oomestible 


• « 
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shop which the/ htd preTiouilj paieed ; and there 
be purohaaad an ample suppl/ of provender. At 
another ahop he procured a quantit/ of ipiritii 
and thence he conducted the Barker to the khan, 
or acoommodation-houae, where the/ bad paaaed 
the night. Hero eevoral other CiKiaaoona were 
a]read/ aaaembled, •— aome devouring the food 
whiob the/ bad procured with tbebr mprning*e 
mondicit/,— othera engaged in boiling their rioo 
preparatory for thgir own moal. It did not how-< 
ever appear that an/ of them had achieved ao 
muoU aucoeaa aa the aquiuting Guaaoon and the 
Barker, judging by the nature agd quantity of 
the pruviaiona that were diaplu/ed. While theae 
two wore eating and driul^ing, the other Guaaoona 
laughed and chatted aniongat tbemaelvea; and the 
Burker'a companion, presently joining in the dis- 
course, soon made dl the othgr Gossoons burst 
into uproarious peals of laughter. At first the 
Barker was at a less to comprehend the oausq of 
this merriment j but when his companion pointed 
to the man’s wounded arm, the lattes became ter- 
ribly irritated ; and he bent a diabolicaNy viigjliu* 
tivo look on Aia oomradb. The dervish tliereupuu 
jumped up from bis seat, pointed 4o the digirway, 
and made signs to intimate that the Bui^er was 
quite at liberty to shift fur himself if ho thought 
fit. The BogUshmqp gave a savage gBOwl; and 
rcRiguiug himself to his destiny, went on eating 
and drinking wilhohti tukiiig any further nuUco 
of bis Colorado or the other Gussuonsa 


CUVl’TJjiR CLIA. 

lOUi'UUKS. 

Ti:.y days elapsed, during which tbo Barker rc- 
rnuiuod in the eumpauiunahip of tho squinting 
Gtissoou ; and they wandered from uno town to an- 
other. * They were tolerably successful in their ap- 
peals to public chanty ; and during this interval 
It was nut again tumid uooossary to have recourse 
to tho knives lu order to awa\eu sympathy. The 
• Burker alo and drunk of tho best : a couple of 
hours each day were generally sufficient to pro- 
cure the requisite coin for the purchase of this 
food ; and tho houses public accommoUaiiou 
allordod the wanderers a rosting-placi fur tho 
night. The Barker begun to learn a few of the 
^:ulllmonest words in the native language of his 
oumpanioo; and he thought tbafhis present kind 
of life was nut so very disagreeable after alU 
He soon perceived tho motive by which the Gos- 
soon was influenced in making bun his companion. 
It was tolerably evident that public sympathy was 
pretty well exhausted in respect to tbe tribe of 
mendioant dervishes: but* the specuole of an 
European in apparent distress gave an impulse to 
flagging charity. The Burker thus oomprehondrKl 
that It was more on bis own account than for tho 
Gossoon’s sake, that elms poured in upon them : 
but the dervish himself endeavou^d by ail kinds 
of mancBUvriogs and alratagems to prevent tbia 
impression from taking a hold on the Eoglisb- 
nau’s mind. The Barker was however ti^fhvewd 
nut to fath'om the truth ; and ho accordingly be-, 
gHu to think that it would be better for bis own 
inuirosts if ha wore to dissolve the partnership ^f 


mendicity with the Gossoon, IXis resolution to 
this effect was talceo; and ho now only awbited an 
opportunity (>>^7 4 out* • 

One morning— at the expiration of that inter- 
val we have noticed at the beginning of this 
ehaptef— the Gossoon and tbo Barker reached a 
town of larger dimeneioni tbap any of tbose'which 
they had as yet vin^d io oompany ; and the der- 
vish gave bis comrade to understand that they 
would bore reap a oonsiderabie harvest. Scarcely 
however had thejr entered ,tbe euburbs,, when they 
were seised upon by half-a-dosen F^ns, or uatifc 
policemen, who seemed disposed to handle them 
roughly. The Gofisoon, setting up a hidouus .howl- 
ing, drAv forth his koifo, and was preparing Co 
attaok his captors, when be was knocked down by 
a severe blow ; and the weapon was wrested from 
him. The Burker was then searched ; and his 
knife was likewise taken away : but he escaped 
any particular ill treatment on account of offering 
no resistance. The two prisoners wore then con- 
ducted hurriedly along tho streets ; and they were 
thus led to a large gloomy-looking building, which 
tho Burker iapeied to be a prison. It however 
proved to be no bouse of permanent detention a't 
all : for the building cpntaiued one large room— 
and tUopgb not a gaol} it wae nevertheless a scone 
of terrific hofrors. ^ 

There were aMqt twenty persons seated upon a 
long bench against one of tho walls of this room, 
tho door of which was guarded by several Peons. 
The Burker and the Gossoon were eonductod to 
tho bench ; and there they sat down amidst the 
other captives. With tho exception of the Burker 
himself, all these prisoners were natives, belonging 
to different castes ; and there were several females 
amongst them. Tocse were weeping bitterly, while 
several of the men were liowling, yelling, and wail- ^ 
iiig, all as i( in anticipation of some terrible chas- 
Atsemeut which they would shurtly have to endure* 
There were howovoj^ three or four men, evidently 
of a somewhat superior class, who maintained a 
dignified silcma** an'l who had the air of innocent 
victims courageously rosigumg fhfiuiselvos to the 
'pressure of some sliipiig tjrranny against which | 
there was ni/appoal. 

Upon a table in tho middle of the room lay npvc- 
ral articleiBof a miscellaneous character. T.ioro 
were gbips and sticks, necklaces made of h«>ai‘s, 
hammers and nails, several brickbats, small iron 
rods with wooden handles, coils of rope, coeoa-wsifc 
shollsl and little boxes the contents of which the 
liurl^r could not cunjeoture. As bo glanced 
along tbo line of captives upon tho bench, he per- 
oaivud that many of them kept lliuging frighted 
and shuddering glanues towards this table; so 
that at length the idea stole into the man's mind 
that the punishment to bo expected was associated 
with the objects so ominously spread upon that 
board. 

Presently a sAperlor officer of tho Peons entered 
the room; and ho made an imperious sign for Che 
bowlings, Che lamoutaiions, and the wailings to bo 
hushed. To a eertain* oxtent he was obeyed : 
for the oaptivee doubtless thought that tbeir 
punishment meted— or rather mitigated, 

according tq t£e degree of submissivenes^ the^ 
displayed. Soiqe of tho women however contlpll^ 
to weep With a bitterness which they were evi- 
dently unable to restrain* 
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The ■utpenieftil cnrioaitj of the Barker wm at left her with t^e ohain of bonee roonil her neok— 
length about to be aieueged— but in a maaner ae thif puniihment being one of the moat degrading 
horrible aa when auffering from a burning and derogatorj thi||b oould be poaaiblj inflioted on 
thirat, ihe moat nonioua fluid waa poured down hia a natire female of a reapectable caate. 
throat. ▲ oouple of the Peona aeiaed upon the Another nude Tiotim waa now aeiaed upon; and 
Barker's oomrade ; and the wretched Ootiotm be- to him waa applied the torture known aa the 
gan to addreaa them* in a atrain of "the moat an i m d W . Being placed againat the wall, he was 
piteoua appeal. To theae entmtiea howeTer they compelled to ata^ upon one leg; and a cord being 
were not merely inaeoeaaible, but with their clenched faateoed round hia neck, thS extremis waa tied by 
flats they dealt him some serere blows over the* means of a thin string to the great toe of the up- 
head in order to compel him to hold his peace, raised leg; and inHhis condition the wretched be- 
Tbey then stretched him upon thtf floor ; and one ing was left. Another male victim was thrown 
of the Peons proceeded to administer a terrible upon the floors; a cord was likewise fastened round 
fustigation with a large whip which he took his neok ; and the eztrf mities were tied to his feet, ‘ 
from the table. The Gossoon howled hi&eoaaly : —the head being drawn down'tiU it reateibon the 
but the more he jelled, the heavier fell the blows, knees. Then a large stone was placed upon his 
—until at length the Peon desisted from sheer back ; and in this position he also waa left. A cord 
exhaustion. The Gomoon was then liftftd up and was now passed through a pulley attached to the 
forcibly expelled from the place. ceiling ; one extremity was fastened to the long 

One of the dignified-looking natives was now flowing hair of r female; and I'the other was tied 
seised upon ; and in silence did he submit to the ^ a ring in the wall— the cord being drawn just 
torture he waa about to undergo. In t^p first so tight os tb compel the miserable victim to re- 
place the Peons twisted his ears with most mesei- marn staflding on the points of her toes. 2fezt a 
leas brutality ; and though the victim writhed with brasier was brought in: 'some of Ihe iron rods 
the pain, yet did not a sound escape hia lips. He were placed in* the burning charcoal ; and when 
was then made to kneel upon the floor ; and a red hot^^ theae searing irons were, applied to the 
brick was placed in tho wnd of faoh leg, just bare arms or legs of other victims, 
within the knee-joint. A cord then fastened But ifi>w a still more exquisite process of torture 
round his waist ; the extremities were flxed to his was about to meet the homfiejl view of the Barker. 
mnkUim • and his form was thus drawn down until A handsome young woman was to become its 
the haunches rested upon the heels. When it is victim ; anti heartrending were her shrieks when 
remembered that the bricks were inserted behind oy the preparations she comprehended what she 
the knee-joints, the excruciating agony of this posi- h^ to endure. Being compelled to kneel upon 
tion can be fully comprehended. There the man the ground, she was stripped to the waist ; and 
was left in the middle of the room ; and another when her natural modesty prompted her to cross 
victim was now seised upon. This was also one of her arms over her bosom, the Peons brutally 
the dignified individuals who had maintained a drew those arms away, and fastened them by the 
profound silence; and the Peon^ taking a oouple wrists behind her back. A Peon then took up the 
of the sticks from the table, tied them together at half of a cocoa-nut shell ; and opening one of the 
one end. The man’s hands were now introduced little boxes upon the table, be dexterously shifted 
between the two sticks— which- were tightened over into that shell several insects which the box'con- , 
them and made to cross each other at the unfas- tained. These insects were of the species k jown*as 
tened ends ; that the ccmprfssion upon the the carpenter-beetle, which are accustomed to bite 
hands was productive of a most hjideous torture J with a stinging sensation infinitely more severe 
The unfortunate victim boi^ it heroically, and in than the pain inflicted by an English wasp, 
silence, for some minutes- until at length a low Amidst the rending shrieks of the unfortunate ' 
moan escaped his lips, and he sank down senseless, young woman, the cocoa-nut shell was applied to 
A oouple of the females were now seiAd upon by one of her breasts, a Peon holdingcit there, and 
the Peons ; and despite their piteous entwa|ies, two others of these miscreant torturers holding the 
the barbaric torture was applied. Their hands i victim hforself so tightly and steadily as to prevent 
were likewise crushed between a oouple of sticks ; her from shaking off the shell by the coqvulsions of 
and this process, wc may observe, is knobn in her excruciated form. Her screams were horrible* 
India by the name of the ktttss. The piercing to a degree ; and it was not until she fainted that 
screams of the victims thrilled through the apart- the torture was considered sufllcient. 
meat; and when they seemed about to faint with A beautiful young woman was the next victim, 
excess of agony, the s&ks were removed from their She was most respectably attired : her bearing in 
hands. But their punishment was not over ; for every sensp indicated her to be a female of unim- 
the Peons proceeded to tie the two females toge- peocbable modesty; and in addition to a handsome 
thtt by the long tresses of their back hair. With countenance, she posMssed a perfrot symmetry of 
ruthless hands did the torturers ffiten those knots shape. When the executioners approached her, 
so tightly as to cause the most terrible pain to the she threw herself upon her knee^ stretching forth 
victims ; and thus united, they were Icft^ sitting her clasped hands in agonising appeal— but all in 
b^ to back, onthefloor^ vain. She was stretched upon the bench, and a 

There was an elderly female^ well-dressed, and of doth was stuflbd into her mouth to drown her 
moot lyspsirtahln appearance^ yrho was seated in cries. The Pcons^ ruthlessly tearing off her gar- 
ths lam of the captives on the. bench. One of ments^ stripped her to the waist ; and a magnifi- 
tte VtMiis now approoebed her— threw over her cent bust was then revealed. It was no doubt on 
nsik a'chaia of bones— and spat inker Iscef i account of the superb contours of her bosom, she 

whUi anothir Pbon took a stick and dealt her m chosen Ibr the ^^tiealar torture which was 
aeveral severe blowe over the shoulders. Thqy then afiw to be edopted. ritm, rounded, and admire- 

I 
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blj ihaped^li if it were of atatuarj marble, wai 
this jouo^ female's biut| and to each bosom was 
the MMee applied. The stickf, fastened two and 
two at each extremity, and formed of a wood just 
sufliciently supple to inflict the torture without 
breakiog, were made to encircle and tighten round 
^oh breast as if securing those glowing orbs in a 
Tice* The agony was terrific— and all the more so 
inasmuch as there wds no vent for it throagh the 
portals of the lips/i^the suffocating doth hushing* 
the shrieks and screams that tnust hare arisen as 
it were up into the rery throat. The oompressure 
of the bosom between the accursed atioks waa con- 
tinued with unrelenting ^ferocity, until the tor- 
turers sfaneied that the ▼icsim had fainted : but 
life Itself was extinct. *She was a corpse 1 There 
however the wretches let her lie. 

Several other species of tortigw wer» next ad- 
ministered to other victims. Om was fastened to 
the wall, with a mail driven through his eai^ in 
such a manner that he waa compelled to keep 
standing upon the points of his todl. A donkey 
was led into the room ; and the hair df another 
I victim was tied to the* animal’s tail. The brute 
I was then lashed with a whip ; anfl it dragged the 
man rapidly tjbrough the open door mto the 
streets,— his eries and yells of agony reverberating 
through the place. aAt length every oae of the 
captives had undergone some species of horrible 
chastisement, with the exception of the Burker. 
For nearly three hours had the proofiedings now 
lasted ; and the wretch had been compelled to ait 
gazing upon the sufferings of his fellow- prisoners. 
Bvery instant he had shudderingly wondered when 
his turn would come, and which special torture 
would be allotted to himself. It seemed however 
as if there were an intention either to reserve him 
to the last, or to pass him over altogether t and 
the man earnestly hoped that this latter alterna- 
tive would prove to be the case. 

The officer of the Peons now approached him, 
saying *in tolerably good English, **You are an 
European P— perhaps an Engl^roan P” 

The Burker replied in the affirmative, and be- ^ 
sought mercy. 

“Take yourself off, then 1” responded the officer; 

** and beware how you are again found in the com- 
pany of any of those lazy vagabond impostors who 
prowl about the country and impo8e«upon the 
charitable. Depart !” * ^ 

The Bufker did not require to be again bidden 
^o quit that scene of horrors; and he hastened 
away. * 

^ We must here pause to assure the reader that 
we have dealt not in the slightest exaggeration 
while endeavouring to describe the process of dia- 
bolical tortures to which the natives of India are 
not merely liable, but to which they are often sub- 
jected. Perhaps it may be luppos^ that scenes of 
this description occur only in the domains of in- 
dependent Princes t but the very reverse is the fut^ 
—for they occur in that part of India which 
groans beneath the tyranny of British rule. The ob- 
ject is to enforce the payment of thStoppressive taxes 
which the Anglo-Indian Government levies upon 
the native population,— chiefly upon the iMd- 
owners. India swarms with the collectors: and 
these harpies possess power to punish defaulters., 
The collectors themselves are for the moot partf f 
unprincipled ebaraetcri and they conceal tb^ 


own peculatioos, or administer to their extrari^ 
gances, by compelling the natives to pay the same 
tax two or three times over. If a landowner 
should oppose their tyranny, he is seised upon and 
tortur^ : or if he hide himself, or undertake a 
Journey in order to escape the importunity otJbc 
colleotor when visiting his* district his wife ^r his 
daughter be rendered a victim in his place,— 
as was the with those fbmales whose suffer- 
ings we havdijust described. Moreover, in many 
towns of Anglo»India, mendicants and vagrants 
are sutjeeted 4o the torture ; and the license to 
use it being accorded to the local authoritiss^ is 
frightfully abused. If a tax-oolleotor or an ofliMr 
of Peofts should chance to oast his eyes upon a 
handsome female, woe to her unless she surrender 
herself into the mimreanfs arms! It is no vain 
threat which be holds forth to take her to the 
torture-ehamber ; and he will ruthlessly stand by 
to contemplate the maiming or mutilation, the 
crushing or the laceration of the charms which in 
the flrst instance flred his passion. 

Yes — reader, torture exists in India under 
British rule 1 — torture is inflicted by the officiale 
of the Anglo-Indian Government! Countless 
sums are subscribed annually at Exeter Hall and 
elsewhere to furnish the means for missionaries to 
carry the Golpel amongst the " benighted heathens 
and pagans'* of^that Oriental elimes but who of 
those missionaries has ever returned to England to 
raise an indignant voice against the infliction of 
the torture upon the poor HindoosP A pretty 
opinion must those unfortunates have of the nation 
to which belong the missionaries who would con- 
vert them : and a fine notion must they entertain 
of that religion which seeks to proselytise them. 
Of the full amount of horrors committed by Bri- 
tish rule in Hindostan, the masses of our people 
have but a faint idea: but we solemnly assure 
sthem that no single detail of the above given de- 
scription of the tortim-ohMBber in India is in any 
way exaggerated. 

We now resume ^e thread of our narrative. 
^The Burker, op emergmg from &e ’midst of that 
scene of horrors, sped^ through the streets, anxious 
to escape as^oon as possible from a town where 
vagrancy was so frightfully punished. He beheld 
not the Gfossoon— nor did he indeed take any 
trouble to look for him : he was glad to have got 
rid of such a dangerous companionship. Issuing 
from the town in the contrary direction from ttlhc 
by which he had entered it, the Burker proceeded 
at random across the open country, until the sul- 
triness of the sun at length oompelkMi him to seek 
the refreshing shade of some tress t for since quit- 
ting the jungle be experienced no apprehension on 
reposing himself beneath such umbrageous cano- 
pies. He soon fell fast asleq» : his slumber lasthd 
for several hours; and when he awoke, it was with 
a gnawing sensation of hunger in his stomach. 

But, Ah 1 wlio was this that was seated on the 
grass near him P It was his late companion, the 
squint-eyed Gossoon, w^ •appeared to have been 
patiently waiting until the Barker should arouse 
himself. For a moment an expression of annoy- 
ance passed ovqr'lhc Englishman's Aatuicc a bnt 
his looks as wsli as his mood spesdily etetged 
when the Gossoon emptied upon the 
contents of his wallet. The fore thus ftnnbhcd 
was good; and the Gossoon grinhsd witii a mali- 
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eiotts triumph ai he perceived the aspect of veza- homestead iovited them both to outer. iHe set 
tion flit awaj from the Barker’s uuuntoDauoe. food before them : they ate and drank ; and when 
Tbejr both 0 (temeneed an attack upon the pro- they bad finished tlieir meal, the Byot ounducted 
Tonderi which they washed down with a quantity them to a little book room where ho meant them 
of spirits from the flask that the wallet likewise to repose for the night. 

contained. The sun had by this time set, and the room was 

When the meal wat over, the GKissuon made involved in altnost complete darkness: but scarcoly 
dolorous signs to indicate tho tufferingB he had an- had the hospitable Byot retired, when the Gossoon 
dured in the torture-ehamber ; and he seemed nudged the Barker and gavo him to uuderstand 
anxious to know with what nature and degree oV that he was not to go to rieep^ It now occurred 
punishment the Burkon himself had got ofl*. The to the Euglishmanethat the Gossoon was contom- 
Bnglishman quickly gave him to understand that plating somo bold or stealthy step in respect to 
he had escaped soot free: whereat tho Gossoon ro* the Byot’s mu^ey : for he remembered the signifi- 
garded him with the most unfeigned astonishment, cant look which the dervish had bent upon him 
Baeourse being had once more to tho coA^nts of ere they had retired frJm the window of land- 
the flask, the Qoisoon made a sign that they owner’s private room. In a few minutes they 
should continue their way. Tl\o Barker could not heard tho front door of the house open ; and then 
help keeping in the man's corupany ogain, at least there wem tho ^unds of three or four voices in 
for tho present: but ho novertheless resolved to oonversation together in a neighbouring upari- 
separate from him as soon as possible ; for the mqiit. It was eridont that s^uio of the Byot’a 
warning of the oifloer of the Feoqa rang m bis family, or else his domcatics, had relumed from 
cars, and the spoetaole of the torture-chamb^ir was their ucoupaSious on tho farm. Tiie Barker was 
vividly present to his memory. He had aaoertained wogdering whether this cLrouinstance would alter 
beyond the possibility of doubt, from the prosenco the Gossoon’s plan, whatever it went,— when that 
of those Peons at the town he had so recently left, individ^ual gavtf him another signiticaDt nudge ; so 
that be was now upon tho soil of the British poa- that thA Boglishinan felt convinced his cumradu 
sessions ; and he was tbereforo relieved from the entertained his original iiitentiun. 
dreadsof being apprehended by aay\if Queen In- They satin silence in thuiig^ little room for about 
dora’s emissaries. * an hour and a half, — whan they heard footsteps 

The Gossoon and the Barker ountinued their moving about tho house, followed by the closing of 
way until the sun was low in the western horiaon ; diflcrciit doors ; so that they knew the family was 
and the Englishman, being well wuaried, made a retiring to rest. Another hour passed in total 
sign to his companion that they must soon think silence, — the Gossoon however occasionally nudg- 
of finding a place for repose. The Gossoon him- ing his oompaniun, as if to bid him keep awake. 

•elf was much fatigued j and ho seemed uncertain At length the dervish seemed to think the moment 
which direction to take. Ho stopped and looked was come fur tho execution of bis project ; and ho 
about hiiD,'-until at length descrying a bouse at a slowly opened the door. There wus a passage 
distance, ho pointed thither. Towards that bouse with which other rooms oominuDicated ; and sui- 
Che two men accordingly procoi*ded ; f od as they fleient light streamed through a small wiudow to 
drew near the dwelling, the Barker saw that U show tho two men where tho doors ot those 
was a farm-house. On rcaqliiug it, the Gossoon apartments were situated. The Gossoon uoinpre- i • 
did not immediately proceed to tho front door : but bended the geography of the place butter l^an tho T • 
a side window ^being open,, he peeped in. The Burker ; and he proceeded slowly and cautiously I 
Barker lookAd over his shoulder *^and they botli^ to open a dour on tlie loft hand sulu of tho pas - 
beheld an elderly man— adlindoo native of the sago. There also the light stiuainud in from tho i 
Byot or land-holding class, counting *his money at starlil heavens; and the Gos-ooii, having first ^ 
a table. Ho was alone in that room ; and eo uv looked carefully into tho chamber, beckoned tho 
tent was he in the counting of his ruiAcs, that ho Jlurker to foilow him. The hospi^jible Kyot w'um 
evidently suspected not the presence of Uie^wit- siuepiug there. The Gossoon crept ti>wards tho 
nesses at tho window. The Gossoon flung uponj couch; laidjustas ho reached it, the started 
ttA Burker a look of mysterious signiliuauoy, up. But tho Gossoon flew at hiiu us if lie had for 
which the latter could not rightly comprehend ; the nonce borrowed a tiger’s power and ogility ; and 
and then the dervish hastily led his Eoglislkcom- bis hands ulutohed the uuturtuoato man’s throat, 
panion towards the front dour. E'o cry escaped the Byot’s lips— no sound but a 

There the GhMsoon commenced tho usual whine suflbeating gasping gurgle : but for an instant 
with which persons of bis profession solicit chanty there was a violent struggle between the two, 
in India; and in a few momenta th: elderly Byot until, the Burker throw himself upon the Byot’s 
made his appearance. Nothing could exceed tho form and bold him down. Tho horrible process of 
fawning humility of the Gossoon’s demeanour,— murder lasted not tbeti many minutes. The deed 
whiob the Barker imitated as well as he could, was accomplished : tho individual who had af- 
Tho Byot was astonished to'see'an European in forded such generous hospitality to tho two mis- 
•he vagrant eompanioosUip of a dervish ; and the oreant^ lay a corpsu in his bed. The Gossoon 
Gossoon immediately proceeded to give voluble had proved himself as ruthless and merciless an 
utteranee to sosns tale^ of which the Burker was assassin as eveq the Burker was in his own native 
evidently tho hero. That t^is tale was replete cliro<* 1 

with vtow aod'Siifferingf, as wril, as injuries and When the tragedy was accomplished, the two 
WfiipgS' adstained, was likewise evident: for the men listened for a few mumeuts: but all was 
slMlg^ Byet contemplateill ^uvker with an in-, silent. They then began ransacking the furniture 
nrtastng degree of intertn^^ and when the Gossoon imd boxes in tbe room ; end after somo little diifi- 
had cseesd spsaiing, the hospitable master of the cplty they discovered the place where their victim 
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hftd coneealed his hoarded rupees. These «rer« It appeared (aeeordio^ to the Journal) that ever/ 
contained in two bags, which seemed to be of soul in the house had perished in the ^mos, whieh 
tolerablj equal weight and dimensions t the Gkis- had spread with suoh rapidity that ahere waa no 
soon accordingly took one~tbe*Burber the other, possibility of eaoape* A wandering OkMsoop and 
They then issued from the chamber of death by some European of a rary low desoription were re* 
means of that window through which they had ported to hare perished at the aaine tinwi— the 
first become acquainted with the fact that the partioulara of the eonfiagration haring been far* 
Bjfot posssessed the coin that proved the tempta* nished by two labouring men who had partaken of 
tion to commit this heinous crime. supper at the house, but had afterwards quitted it 

But it seemed the Gtossoon were not eon- Uo retire to the oottage whieh they inhabited at n 
tented with what be had done j»or at all events he little distanee. The Burt^ now oomprahended 
thought that another crime must be perpetrated why the Gbssaon had set fire to the premises, 
to conceal the first one. There waq an immense With a devilish shrewdness he bad fomseen this 
quantity of rice-straw in the immediate vicinity catastrophe t or at all events he had thought it 
of the dwelling ; and by fbe means of ignition was woi% while to perpetrate this last erime with 
which the Oosloon always carried about with him, tho chance that it would ooneeal the previous 
he set fire to the stack. The flame biased up,— ones. 

almost immediately seising upoi^tbo howm itself, Tho Englishman pointed to ths newspaper; and 
which was built of combustible materials ; and partly by signs, partly by aid of the few worde of 
away sped tho inqpndiary, closely followed by tike Hiodostanoe he hed picked up, he made the der- 
Barker. Tho latter could not help thinking thal« vish comprehend the nature of its contents. A 
the crime was a bold one altogether, though he diabolical satisfaotion was expressed on the Hin« 
had no remorse on its account ; but he fancied t||at doo's countenance ; and the Barker oould not help 
if tho other *inmate8 df the house should escape regarding the Gossoon as a villain endowed with a 
from the conflagration, tho murdST and th% rob- boldness and a shrewdnsss wall calculated to win 
bery might possibly be disoovered ; and th^ oould any other villain’s admiration, 
scarcely fail to ‘ know that tho Ilyot had awarded The meal of which they ^rtook was a eopious 
bia hospitality to two^en who would be snissing. one ; and they* washed it down with proportignate 
However, tho triple turpitude of murder, robbery, quantities of alodholio fluid. It happened that 
and arson was consflmmated : it was too late to they were alone together in the khan ; and they 
recall either of tho toul deeds; and tiie Burker were likewise alone when they lay down to rest, 
thought within himself that the Gossoon imuat The Burker was mare than half intoxicated with 
have had excellent reasons for superadding the the hquor he had imbibed ; and he alept most 
last crime to the two former. soundly. The sun bad risen some time when he 

On they went together, and every now and then awoke ; and ho immediately missed the GkMsoon. 
as they looked back, they beheld the tremendous An idea of treachery flashed through his brain t he 
conflagration ; but tho Burker could distinguisli thrust his hands beaesth bis garments ; and a tar- 
no persons moving about in the vicinage ot the riblo imprecation burst from his lips as he disoo- 
llames. At length a grove hid tho burning scene vered that bag of money was gone. Ho looked 
from the view of the criminals ; and they reached qbout him in the last wild faint hope that it might 
a ease, where they passed the remainder of the have slipped out froi^ kis buttoned-up coat while 
night. *A( dawn they resumed their journey ; and ho was slumbering ; but no— it had vanished I 
tho Gossoon was now careful to avoid towns or Nothing could •exceed the rago of the Barker, 
large villages. They procured refreshments at iso- It was only the night before that’bbdiad resolved 
laterl cottages, either through Aiarity or by paying Ipon playing tlio Gossoon precisely the same trick i 
• for their food ; but they were equally careful nut to but be was Ailod— he was baffled— ha was fore- 
(liapliiy tho largo sums of money whieh they pos- stalled. Olil if he could only fall in with the 
sessed. ^ squinting vdlain, ^hat a terrible vengeance would 

Ten days passed after the terrible crimes which ho wrofk upon him 1 From the very first mo- 
we have just recorded; and many a loogtnile had ^mcnl ho met that Gossoon at the cave .in this ' 
the criminals journeyed together, thus continuously jungle, be bad bated him : he hod continuodsle 
ibereasiug (he interval between themselves and the hate him throughout the three weeks of their 
Bceiio of their turpitude. At length the Gossoon wandgring companionship ; and now this hatred 
evidently thought that they were completely safe; expanded into a craving for the direst vengeanesw 
and they entered a small town which they now 
reached. Hero they purchased a quantity of ex- 
oellent provisions; and some article which they 

thus bought, waa wrapped up by the shopkeeper in CHAPTEB CLX. 

a piece of a newspaper. Oh reaching the khan, q 

where they purposed to pass tho night, tho Burker TBB BUINED temilh. 

happening to look at the fragment of newspaper, ^ 

discovered that it waa printed in the Englisli Ian- Okoh more did the Burker find himself a monoj- 
guage. It was one of the small local journals Jess outoast in a strange land. He had not even 
which are issued in that tongue in^India. While a morsel of food to put ^letwaen his lips; for the 
eating his supper, the Burker looked over its ooo- Gossoon bad oarriefl off the wallet which con* 
tents,— until his attention was riveted to a para- tamed the remnant ’of the provender purehasod on 
graph, beaded Terrible fire and loss of life.” the preceding evening. Hungry and mieerable— 
He read *tho paragraph ; and he found that it /ilmost as desponding and as’ despairing aa he bad I 
related to the very deed of blackest turpitg^ ever been even when in the depths of the bideoM 
which himself and tho Gossoon had porpetrate|. jangle — tho Englishman went forth from the I 
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khftn. He had- loiiie idea of playing the part of tome neighbouring spring. But soarodj had he 
howling mendicant bj himielf : but beholding a adyimoed a dof en yards from the dilapidated edi- 
couple of Peons proceeding through the street he fioe, when he beheld the unmistakable form of the 
thought of the tortures — and he quitted the town, squint-eyed Qossoon approaching. It was with a 
For, sereral hours he wandei^ through the sudden yell of rage that the Barker bounded to- 
country, reckleas in which direction he proceeded wards his late companion : but the latter, with a 
— haring no fined aim— but wondering what would malignant grin, drew forth a sharp poniard from 
become of himself. At length he reached a pile beneath his garments ; and holding its point to- 
of ruins, which seemed to.be the remains of wards the Burker, seemed to say, * Gome on if 
some ancient temple. He remembered the ruined you dare !*' * 

temple he had seen in the Jungle; and his blogd* The Englishman stopped short, scowling hor- 
ran cold at the recollection of how he had there ribly : the Gossoomburst out into a laugh, which 
beheld snakes coiling all orer the black marble only irritated the Englishman more than erer, if 
image. He therefore hesitated to enter amidst possible^ agaipst him; so that at all risks he was 
these ruins,— although the beams of the meridian on the Tery point of springing at the treacherous 
sun were pooring down with all their burifing heat dervish, when this individual suddenly totaed his 
upon him. He was faint and eshausted with wallet towards him. Thh Burker picked it up | 
hunger, with weariness^ and with the intolerable and as he opened it, his hand first of all encoun- 
sultriness of the day : he therefore at lasb mustered tered a flask. T|;is he at once applied to his lips ; 
up courage suiBoient to penetrate into the ruins. and the potent alcohol he imbibed tended to 
Amidst huge blocks of granite did the English- appease his rag) somewhat lund improve his 
man work his way— over prostrate pillars and diumour. He glanced at the Qossoon, who was now 
crumbling columns did he step— until, he at {ength grinning, nodding, and wagging his head, and 
found himself inside as mu^ as remained of the sqiiinting more horribly than ever with his right 
edifice itself. He perceived one large image upon eye. 

a pedesta4 and another lying amidst the ra^ grass Thai wallet o&ntained some tempting provisions ; 
which grew where a pavement of stone or marble and the^Burker was already commencing a ravenous 


once had been. 


attack upon them, when the Gfossoon spoke some- 


As„he was proceeding cautiously,‘the Bttrker*o thing and made him a sign«to repair to the rums 
foot kicked against something alnidst the grass | of the temple. The Burker hesitated and looked 
and it being of a very hard substance, he had no suspicious : but the Hindoo** replaced his dagger 
fear that it was any ciflled-up reptile. He stooped beneath hhi garments, and made signs of amity 
down, and felt about upon the spot {— his hand en- and peace. The Burker thought that after aU 
countered an iron ring fastened to the middle of a the Qossoon could entertain no murderous inten- 
stone about two feet square. Thinking that the tion towards him ; for if so, he might have already 
circumstance was worth while to be further inves- carried it into effect while *he was inspecting the 
tigated — and having ideas of buried treasures wallet; and therefore he no longer hesitated to 
floating through bis mind— the Englishman began return into the temple. There they sat down 
to remove the long grass which grew all about the together, eating and drinking just as if their 
stone ; and when be had tom up the rgnk herbage companionship had never once been interrupted 
by the roots, he found that the stone was set in by the perfidy of the Hindoo ; and when the meal 
the midst of surrounding pavfnien^ upon which a was eondud^, the Ghwsoon rose and begad to 
surface of earth had accumulated sufficient to pro- examine the interior of the ruins, evidenfiy with 
dues and nourish the gras^ which he had thus the air of a man who beheld them for the first 
deared. He* flow endeavourm to raise the stone time. The Burker meanwhile was wondering 
but vain were his attempts.* Exhausted thereby,* whether his companfon still had the bags of rupees 
he desisted— and began to console hftnself for hie about him ; and if so, how he could turn the ' 
failure in a fashion somewhat dmilar to that of tables and heootnB the despoiler. All of a sudden 
the fox with respect to the grapes ihi the fable, an ejaculation escaped the lips of 1|(e dervish ; — 
He muttered between his lips that the stoqp ^ith he bad discovered the stone with the iron ring ! 
the ring doubtless covered the mouth of a well,, The Burker now approached the spot; and 
and that any idea of a buried treasure was idle and partly by signs, partly by means of the few words 
ridiculous. * of Hindostanee with which be was acquainted, hoP 

The exceeding sultriness of the sun compelled gave the Qosso^ to understand that it was he 
the Burker to remain within the shade afforded by himself who had torn up the grass, but that be 
the ruined temple. He was faint with hunger had vainly endeavoured to lift the stone. The 
and parched with thirst: he resolved at the ap- Qossoon attempted the task; but appeared equally 
proach of evening to quit bis present quarters, | unable to perform it. He then took his dagger, 
and appeal to the charity of some dweller at any • and with the point endeavoured to work away 
nei|ri^tt'^fi cottage for food and a night's rest. ; the cement which udited the stone to the sur- 
Perhaps through the man's mind floated the idea ' rounding ones. While he was thus occupied, an 
of enriching tdmself once more 1^ means similar ' idea entered into the Barker's bead. He thought 
to those which had temporarily put him in posses- j that he might seise the opportunity of gratifying 
rion of a bag of rupees < for crime is horribly sug- 1 his vengeance, and recovering possession of his 
gestive^ even on the pai^ of those who by their bag of rupees^ ^ with the Qossoon's treasure like- 
own nuafleeda would appear to stand in need of no | wise, all at the same time. His eye settled upon 
•uch Iflati at nlL ' • , i a fragment of masonry which lay conveniently 

In a aiiort time the thirst of the Burker grew near, and which was of dimensions suitable to b$ 
ao kutolanble that he was compelled to issue forth [ wielded for his murderous purpose,— when the 
(vena the ruined temple in the hope of flnding \ GJpfooon, suddenly starting up from the work in 
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ybioh he had been engaged, bent upon the Eog« 
liehman a ferocious look, as if bj some extraordi- 
nary intuition he had read what * wm passing in 
his mind. Tho Burker scowled in order to reil 
his confusion; for he recollected that the Gnssoon 
had in erery sense the adtantage of him— being i 
armed with a weapon, and being « physically | 
stronger, as he had prore^ at the csto in the | 
i angle. 

All in a moment the Hindoo's appearance 
changed: he smiled and nodded in the most 
amicable manner, giving utterance to words which 
the Barker oompreheoded were to the effiMt that 
th^ should thenceforth be frienSis again. £b 
dreir forth the stolen bag of rupees from amidst 
his garments, and tossed the treasure to the Bur- 
ker. This«was a proof of amicable intentions; 
•ad the Bnglisbman was rejoiced to regain pos- j 
aeasion of his portion of the wealth that had bmn 
pxooured by a share in the crime. It atrMk hBa 
XTo. 101 .— Fovbvv SiB^a. 


that the Oossoon entertained the hope thalwkc 
stood*apon the threshold of some important die- 
ooTesy in respect to the stone with the ring— and 
that he felt he could not well act without tho 
assistance or the servioas of the Barker— and 
hence his change of demeanour towards him. 
Again did ideas of a buried treasure troop through 
the Englishman's mind ; and willing to enter into 
a rene^^ partnership with the Oossoon, he prof- 
fered his hand. The Hindoo took it: the flask 
was produced from 'the wallet; and they appeared 
to TOW mutual friendship, each in a dram of the 
potent spirits • 

The Oossoon, now Amndoning the process of 
picking away the mortar— whieb seemed an inter- 
minable on% 4n^*it was nearly as hard as the 
stones whiek ft cemented together— examined the 
ring with a iMtiniiiag attention. Presently he 
be^ to work the ring about in different waya, 
and to endeaYour te tom it rosuid. In this he at 
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length Buooeeded ; and with but litile iliiQculty ho 
mored the stone— or rathor, wo should saj, not 
merely the one which contained the ring, but the 
surrounding smaller ones to which it was joined. 
Instead of opening like a ^^<3* toass of 

masonry rolled asidOy.disclofinip gA aperture large 
enough for a stout person to mm through. An 
ejaculation of joy burst frodi tuf Gossoon’s lips ; 
and the Burkcr was now full of esQUo4 curiosity 
and suspense. 

The stone ooverin|f of the apcrturo was fixed 
by rings^ on its underneath part, to two iron bars 
running horisontal and parallel throe or four 
inches below the aperture; so that the^masonry 
could not be raisodi hut H slid with comparatiye 
ease sideways, when the spring which retgiuod it 
fast was acted by the ‘turning pf the iron 
ring. There WM 0 flight of stone steps leading 
down into utter ^M^ucss : nor was it possible to 
conjecture to whgt depth the abyss descended. 
The Gossoon oollegted together a quantity of dry 
branches and leaves from aome trees in the ipi* 
mediate vioinago of the templet and making ft 
loose faggot, he sot fire to thuie oombustiblo mate- 
rials. He threw the biasing torch into the sub- 
terranean I and the glare ^ifas sufficient to show 
that it was a room, or oaverq. of ebout ten feet 
in ddl>th, to whiob the steps ledcdowo. 

The (^ssoon rubbed bis haodi^ laughed glee- 
fully, aud gave every evidence of his conviction 
that some discovery most important to himself 
and bis eompanion was about to be iqade* He 
then “proceeded to manafactumi three or four 
iorohes; aud when this task was aeeompHsbed, 
he signalled the Barker to descend into the 
cavern for the purposes of research. But the 
Englishman, terribly suspicious of perfidy, shoc^k 
his bead, and intimated that it was the GhMSoon 
who ought to bo the first to desoend. ^he Hindoo, 
thinking that bis eompanion required some frost 
proof of his sincerity toward^ him, drew forth his 
poignard, snapped the blade in haWes, and tossed 
the fragmoQtB«<imid8t the ruftis. the Barker now 
thought that ho need no longer hesitate ; but slilb 
ho made a sign for the Gossoon to foyow him. The 
Hindoo assented : two torches were lighted ; and 
the Barker, oarr\ing one, begin th^ descent of 
the stone stops. The Hindoo, currying the other, 
was close behind him, ** « 

Jfhej found themselves, as they expected, in a* 
•mall room of about the depth which we hfve al- 
ready specified; and ic was probably eight feet 
square, by six in width. Along one of tbo*walls 
several small vases were ranged ; and on the lids 
of these being lifted off, they were found to bo 
filled with coins, but so disculourel as to afford 
the idea at first that they were all of copper or even 
of a baser metal. But the dervish, viith another 
ejaculation of joy, rang a few of thorn on the 
paved floor, bit them with his t#elh, aud proved 
them to be silver. He then danced in the glcoful- 
Bcsa of hii mood; and the Barker was likewise 
so oveijoyod that be forgot all his past enmity and 
hatred towards the man thrtugb whoso instru* 
mentality this colossal treasure, yras discovered. 

Some minutes elapsed before the Gossoon could 
so far rygjain bis composure as to reflect upon the 
QDi|rse^)W|tioh was next to bo adopted. Nor did it* 
appear u if he were very well able to make up 
bis mind iq a hurry t for^ lie signalled to tho 


Bui ker that they should quit the cavern for tha 
present. The Englishman now once again aban- 
dqnod himself to*thu guidance of the Gossoon ; 
and he offered no objection when that individual 
began to lead tho way up the stone steps. They 
had each lighted a second torch : but these were 
already burut so low as to last but for a minute or 
two longer. 

The (^MOQqy as wo have s^d, bogan to lead tho 
way up tlift steps,, tlio Barker following. Dut all 
iu a moment it struck the latter that the Hindoo 
was hasteuinu up with a suspicious quickness ; and 
an idaa of tMspnery flashed through the Baglish- 
nisu*s mind. The Gocisoon sprang out of |^e aper- 
ture ; and the next inslant tho Barker, to his 
horror, beheld the masonry gliding over him. 
With a rather yell, at the hideous thought 

of being buried ^live iu that tomb, he Ihrust up 
his right hand,.w‘bich held tho fragment of the 
bfizing torch ; and it came in contact with the 
Gosbouu’h lipnd, which was upon tho ring of tMo 
oeufral ytone. A howl of agony burst from the 
Hindoo as |ha blazing faggot broke all over Ins 
fleshy his hand quitted ita bold on the ring x the 
Burket) rolled back the masonry, and leaped forth 
from the subterranean. 

Nqw„ these two men stood facing oaoh olhur 
with aspects of fierce and malignant dolianoe. The 
Gossoon’s treaohery was buk too well understood 
by the Bugker ; for tho perfidious Hindoo had in- 
tended to aoeomplish his death by starvation or 
Buffocatioq in the subterranean, so that he migliC 
posBosB himself of tho whole of tho treasure, i'ho 
Barber PDuld no moro repose tiio slightest confi- 
denoe in him x the Gossoon ovulontly ielt this; aud 
thus the two ineo stood confronting each other, as 
if with the mutual conviction that one must now 
die in order fur the survivor (o bo safe. Bot.i 
wero unarmed, and eaoli seemed fearful of com- 
mencing the attack. The Gossoon had nob tho ' 
same confideiioo in himsedf as when ho saddenly *| 
pounced upon the Barker and hurled him down i 
at the oave in the jungle. Perhaps he know that 
he had then merely taken him by surprisi*, and i 
that by sheer agility he had perfuriued a feat for a # 
repetition of whieb ho oould not hope, now that 
Ills opponent stood entirely upon l^s guard. On 
the other hand tho Englishman was equally n luc- 
tant to U'* the first to olose in tho death-strug^ln, i 
for fear lest tho Gossoon should have some irush 
manoeuvre or practise some artifice folr which hi 
was unprepared^ They were like two wild beasts, 
determined upon an encounter — whose fero- 
cious instincts could not bo otherwise appeased— 
yet neither daring to oommonoo tho attack— each 
waiting to take the other at disadvantage— their 
eyes glaring —their forms quivering, witn every 
muscle and tendon vibrating under the inlluonoc of 
terrific excitement and suspense. 

At length, with charaoteriatio dosperatiun, the 
Barker sprang at his foe, whom he endeavoured 
to clutoh by tho thr lat : but tho Gosinon to a cer- 
tain extent avowing tho attack, seized the Barker 
round tho waist and hurled him to the ground— 
thus repealing tho feat Arhicli he bad performed at 
the cave in the jungle. The Englishman however 
held last to Ins oppunonfc ; aud amidat the grass 
did they struggle in tho immediate vicinage of the 
nfmth of the subterranean. All in a moment 
there was tho sharp, quick, ominons hiss of a 
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deadly reptile; and a cobra, upreariog its hooded 
hod(1, darted at the face of tho Gossuod, who was 
uppermost at the instant, bis Bands cluteliing the 
Burlcer*s clulhes, and tho Buiker retaining him 
likowiao in his powerful grasp. The JJuiker in- 
stantaneously sprang i^p to his foot, horrified and 
I diitmayed, a cold perspiration breaking out all over 
I him ; whilo the Gossottfi, with an anguished yell, 

' likewise started up«tlie cobra having bitten lii'o 
on the check. Quick as I^gbt.iing tlio half- 
niaddeuL'd dervish snatched up u stone, and hut led 
it at tho serpent as ic was gliding again ainid&t 
tho grass. Tho reptile was strickSn just behind 
its hoo^iod head ; arid it i^utinuod to writhe be- 
Doath tho stuno which* held it firmly down to the 
earth. Making a piteous sign to tho Burker to 
leave him unmolested, the Gossoon hastily gathered 
some herbs, which he selected fl’om amongst the 
grass; and putting them into lii;^ mouth, ho be^an 
to chow them, — Ins whole frame quivoiiug with 
tho nervous excitement and susponsp of his feel- 
; ings. Bor a few minutes thu IhirKcr Ujokfld on, 
j ho litmself being scareely able to shake off^Stho 
I horrifying sensation which had soitod upoujiim at 
this terriflo iutorruption of the struggle #irith the 
I Gossoon: but 'as ho gradually collected his ideas, 
ho began to doUherato on tho course yrliich he 
I should pursue. Tho Gt)s.«ooD, having chewed tho 
! herbs into a poultite, applied it to his check with 
' one hand — while with tiie other he qiado dopre* 

J eating signs to tho Burker, evidently entreating 
■ him to let him have this one last chance of life, 
and that under existing circumstances all personal 
hostility should be suspended. But tho English' 
man was already rcilcotirig that if the iiiodicinal 
properties of tho herbs should neutralize the 
Tonom of tho snake-bite— in short, if tho Gossoon 
should continue to enjoy a halo and vigorous 
life— they would stand towards each other in pre- 
cisely the same position as before. They would 
' have tllD same feeling that tho security of the one 
could only bo guaranteed by the death of tho 
other — for they were mutually suspiciouv,— the 
Burker especially could no Jbngcr trust tho Gos-^ * 
• soon,— and the latter bed moreover given him a 
Buggoslioti, to tho cITcct that tho treasure might us 
well bo possi^scd by ono as by both. 

Thus was it that tho Barker came tp tho con- 
clusion tliat it were ridiculous to lose Ike present 
opportunity, and to suffer the Gossoon to ubtainf 
•an advanCago over him. Ho therefore all in a 
moment darted back a few >aids, caught up a 
huge stone in both his hands, and hurled it at 
ftho Hindoo. Tho latter behold tho movement and 
niarted aside: but that movement was too rapid 
to fail altogf^thcr in its ofrect ; and the stone, in- 
stead of striking the head of the detvish, smoto 
him on tho shoulder. Dowi ho fell, sending forth 
a howl that reverbenitcil through tho nuns: but 
tlio Barker sufTcrprl not an instant to elapse ere ho 
repeated the assault. Another stone was flung— 
this time with bettor effoct : it struck tho Gossoon 
upon the head. Tho crashing ofv^is skull would 
have sounded horrible upon tlio oars of any other 
person but the Burker, who remoMelessiy hastened 
to despatch his victim. 

Thus wds the Burker rid of the Gossoon — the 
man who had been his companion -in some sysef 
Ins friend— but chiefly an enemy. Solo inastoi of 
■tho treasure was tho Burker noov : but how could 


he render it available P He had no means of oon- 
veyance for such a quantity of jars; and if he wtfo 
to load himself with the coin, he muld bear bat 
comparatively a small portion of it away with him* 
Tte must have lime to reflect. But he remembered 
that if any of the inhabit|ihts, or authorities of 
the district, or any wayfhreri should happen to 
find him amongst thoso ruins with a corpse, it 
, would bo iuitanlaneously Supposed that he had 
committed a foul murdoi^ without provocation, 
and without tiie faintest snadow of excuse fbr the 
crime. Ho tlierefnre rosolted to eonoeil tho dead 
body; and having rifled It, ho dragged it Co the 
extremity Of the ruins, where he eovered it with 
fragments of tho dilapidated masonry. When thia 
was done, the Burker sat down upon a man of 
granite think of the course which he should 
now pursue. To remove the treasure without a 
vehicle, was impossible : to obtain one without bx- 
oiting suspicion of some sort or another, seemed 
equally impracticable for a person situated as he 
was. True, he had a quantity of money about 
him, his own bag of rupees, and the Gt>8Soob*e 
likewise; for he had taken this from about the 
person of the corpse : — but his wretched apparel, 
his ill-looks, and his fuspieious appoarabee would 
inevitably bung him into' trouble if he were to 
proceed to any house and exhibit suiHeietfi coin 
fbr tho hire or purchase of a oart. Then, what 
was ho to dof The only plan appeared to bo the 
first which ho had thought of— namely, that of 
securing about his person as mnoh of the treasure 
as possible, and takibg his departure fkom that 
spot. 

Having made up his mind to the pursuance of 
this course, tho Barker proceeded to manufacture 
a couple of torches similar to those which he bad 
just now seen the Gossoon make ; and inasmuch 
as from thef rifled garments of tho corpse be had 
procured the materials for striking a light, ho pre* 
pared for another (ftsoent into the subterraDesti* 
The sliding trap-door of masonry was opened | 
and, having ligiited Tme of bis tornly^s, the Burker 
dosconded thcFsteps. But not nian^ moments had 
ho been in ^ho cavern, when he was startled by 
hearing a sort of subdued growl somewhere within 
tho ruins, p Ho thought that it must bo fancy— or 
at least endeavoured to persuade himself that it 
wA:%ut tho sound was repeated— and it woe ac- 
coiupaniod by a slight rustling of the long g^ss 
who'ie it was not cleared away. For a few in- 
stants the Englishman was so paralysed by mortal 
terror as to be unable to take any deoisive st^, 
until suspense grow horrible beyond all endurance; 
and then, with a torch still burning in hie hand, 
he began to ascend the steps. With exceeding 
caution— shuddering from bead to foot— and hor- 
ribly alarmed lest some wild animal should spring 
at 1dm, tho Burker thus raised himself up until 
his eves eould yu^t Jook over tho level of the apor- 
turo. Then a fierce growl saluted his ears, iostan- 
taneuusly followed by a aocond sound which may bo 
described as a savage bow'l of affriglit; and be bit- 
held a huge tigos retreating slowly, evidently in 
alarm at the lig|;tnf the torch. The Burker was 
so smitten with consternation that he nearly fell 
down the steps: but suddenly recovering his pre- 
soDoo of mind, he closed tho trap-door, ill except 
about an inch ; and he left it ^bus far open for 
two reasons. The flyst was that the spring might 
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not be 10 eoted upon m to prevent him from open- 
tog the trap«door again from within the oavern ; 
and the. othef waa that he might not altogether 
ahut out the air neoeasarj for life. So horribly 
bewildered however were the wretched* man*a 
thooghta^ that it atrupk him not at the inatant 
that the 8rat reaaon waa alone aufficient aa a mo- 
tive for leaving the trap-doer partiallj unoloaed, 
without the a^unotive of the aeoond. Tet both^ 
Ideaa had ilaahed to hia mind at the aame inatant ; 
and even in the hideoUa turmoil of hia thoughta 
they had auggeated that preoautionhry meaaore. 

He now loat no time in lighting the aecond 
toieh— for the firat waa nearly extinct ;^nd he 
ahrank from the idea of being left in the dark in 
that aubterranean* He heard the atealthy cat-like 
paoea of the tiger returning to the trap-door which 
covered the aperture of the cavern; ancfhia blood 
congealed with horror leat the monater ahould be 
by any meana enabled to get at him. Next he 
heard the tiger anUfing about above the trap-door; 
and then, through the alight opening which he 
had leftk be could perceive a dark aubatance inter- 
cepting the light. A low aavage growl made him 
aware that the tiger had acented hia preaence in 
the cavern; and retuming^up the atepa, he aud- 
denly thruat the torch upwaid in augh a way that 
the dame aacended through ^ crevice. So 
furioua a roar burat from tha throat of the tiger 
that the ruina appeared to be all alive with hor- 
rible aounda; and the Barker waa terrified at the 
reault of hia proceeding. He liatened with aua- 
pended breaths he could hear nothing— he hoped 
that the wild beaat waa gonot The torch waa 
burning out s in a few more minutea he would be 
in darkneaa. All continued ailent ! he began to 
breathe more freely t but now the torch waa ex- 
tinct. Should he aacend from the cavern P— dared 
he leave hia hiding-place P At all eronta ahould 
he not firat carry out hia deaign of aecuring ad 
much coin aa poaaible about hfa peraon P 

Scarcely h^ he mentally aaked himaelf theae 
queationa^— or father, we ahould aoarcely were 

they ahaj^ by the current of hia thoughta, whens 
another aubdued growl readhed hia epra ; and tbia 
waa apeedily followed by different aounda. There 
waa the tearing down of maacgiry— ^e hurling 
about of atonea— the ruahing movenienta of the 
wild beaat,— all mingled with fierce and davege, 
but atill aubdued giowlinga. The Burker apeedily 
comprehended what the monater waa about. ^ The 
tiger had diacovered the corpae of the Goaaoon in 
ita rude uncouth aepulchre; and the beaaf waa 
clearing all obataelea away, previoua to dragging 
it fortlfe Now the Burker could at length tell that 
tbia waa achieved : for the noiae of the tiger*a 
aavage gambollinga reached the eara of the hor- 
rified wretch who waa pent up in the cavern. Aa 
a cat plaja with a mouae, ao waa the wild beaat 
diaporting with the dead body.. 

The Burker waa in utter darkneaa, aaye and ex- 
cept where a feeble glimmering penetrated through 
the chink cauaed by the‘alightly opened trap-door: 
but tbia gleaming waa gradually growing fainter 
and fiiinter, aa the ahadea of evening were cloaing 
id upon the earth. Good heavehul waa the Eng- 
Prilliw* to remain all, night in that cavern, with 
the horrible tiger watching an opportunity to 
make him ita prey P The thought waa enough 
to tun hia brain. There he waa, aurroilnded by 
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richea auffioient to enable him to revel in all luxu- 
ries for the remainder of his life, however extended 
that life might be : but he would gladly give all 
the contents of those jars for the pri^ege of being 
seated in some wreti^d khan, over a sorry mess 
of rice, so long as it was in the midst of a town 
within the limits of whioh' the tiger would not be 
likely to come. 

It did not appear that the wild beaat chose to 
banquet upon the dead man : Ibe tiger was doubt- 
less waiting for the* living one. Its maw required 
to be refreshed with the warm blood gushing from 
veins just ton open ; and it could not be ap- 
peased by the blrod (hat had stagnated in the 
veins of the dead. But qver'and anon the tiger 
came to the , trap-door at the mouth of the cavern 
—scraping, scratching, and tearing with its paws, 
aa if by sbme meaus to widen the chink left by the 
partially opened mfisonry. Then, at those times, 
the Burker’s blodd would curdle almost as oom- 
{»letely as that of the dead Gossoon : for he was 
tortured witfi the horrible apprehension that the 
tigCr might manage to teaf open the»trap-door, or 
rather make it |lide completely back. And during 
the integrals between the wild beast’s visits to the 
trap-door, other frightful ideas crept into the 
Burker’s mind. Perhaps there might be reptiles 
in that tfavern P perhaps soifle deadly snake was 
gliding towards him, stealthy,(insidbus, and noise- 
less, to dart at his leg or twine up it P Oh 1 what 
maledictions did the Burker invoke upon the jars 
of treasure which he had discovered !— how 
heartily did he wish that the instant the Gh)Ssoon 
was dead he had rushed away from the spot 1 

An hour passed in the frightful manner which 
we have been describing, until at length the tiger 
stretched itself down upon the trap-door, as if re- 
solved to wait until its intended victim should be 
by some means or another compelled to come 
forth. At first the wild beast was restless and un- 
easy, continuing to claw at that trap-dqpr, and « 
growling, sometimes loudly, sometimes in a sub- 
dued manner, until at length it appeared to fall 
asleep— or at all evef^ts it remained perfectly still. 
The Burker was fearful lest the monstrous beast , 
should lie so completely over the chink as to shut 
^ out all the fresh air ; for he had already become 
sensible of the close and riagnatiog* nature of the 
atmosphqfe in that subterranean. But it happened 
^ that the tiger did not thus cover up that opening 
with its furred form : no doubt it was lying therq 
with its muzsle plose to the very opening itself, so 
as to be in readiness to seise upon its victim at his 
first endeavour to issue from the subterranean trap 
in which, mouse-like, he waf, caught. 

Thus passed the night. We might fill whole 
pages by depicting the horrible thoughts which 
raged and agitated in, .the mind of the Burker— 
thoughts which fastened like vulture-talons on his 
brain— thoughts which at one time goaded him 
almost to madness and which at another frose all 
the blood ’in his veins and produced a sensation 
which struck liky an ice-chill to his heart. But all 
these details wdhnust leave to be elaborated by the 
conception of our readers. Suffice it to say that 
the Burker passed such a night as must have 
atoned— if earthly penalties ever eon atone— for no 
small portion of the misdeeds that had branded hia 
iif.t 

As the mornmg began to dawn, the tiger rose 
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from off tho trap-door, and walked round and 
rdund it for upwardi of an hour, giring rent to 
iubdued growb the whole time. Then, suddenly 
—with one tromendoue roar— it appeared to fling 
itself with a kind of desperation upon the partial 
opening of the trap-d^r, tearing at it with its 
<Aw^ lashing its osm *sides and the ground with 
its tail— eridentlyfuripus and foantio at being thus 
kept away from tly riotim it sought to elutoh : J 
but at last finding its efforts were all of no arail,^ 
the animal desisted, and the Burker oould bear its 
oat-like paoes retreating from the rioinage of the 
trap-door. Bearly an hour passed; and there 
were ^o eridenoes Qf the return of the tiger nor of 
its presenoe anywhere within the preoinots of the 
ruins. The Burker began to take courage : he 
knew that wild beasts seldom prowl about in the 
open country during the broa<kdayliglft ; and he 
was resolTed that the monster^ should not catch 
him there again* in the evening. Oaution^ 
sliding back the trap-door, he looked^out ; and tim 
coast seemed clear— at least within tl^ nmge of 
his vision. •He felt oheered and invigoratefl by 
breathing the fresh air ; and emcgging oompletely 
from the cavern, he looked in the directjpfl of the 
spot where bd had oonoealed the Gossoon. A 
hideous spectacle met his eyes. All the clothing 
was stripped off the dorpse, and lay scattered about 
in rags and tatters. eThe stones with which the dead 
body were covered, had been cast or rolled to a con- 
siderable distance— thereby proving we strength 
of the wild beast. As for the corpse itself, i 
was frightfully lacerated, mangled, and mutilated 
in many places the flesh was completely torn off 
the bones by the cUws of the tiger ; but it did not 
appear as if tho animal had banqueted upon any 
of the flesh. 

The Burker had possessed himself of the dead 
Gossoon’s wallet, containing the remnant of that 
individual’s provisions; and be now made 
copious meal, washing it down with a ^od 
draught of the potent alcohol. He then resolved 
to carry into execution his plan of quitting the 
ruins: but first he peeped cautiously forth tmj 
assure himself that the tiger was not still loitering 
about in the neighbourhood. On this point he 
was satisfied ; and descending again into the 
cavern, he was about to secure a quantity of the 
treasure— as much indeed as he coul^ Sparry off— 
when he heard a singular sound, like the blowing 
• of a truiftpet. Bushing up the steps, he looked 
forth from the ruins; and he, beheld a colossal 
elephant approaching, with a mahout, or driver, 
seated upon his back. This individual was a Hin- 
doo— not above thirty years of age— with rather a 
handsome countenance- and an expression of be- 
nevolence as weU as of good-humour. • He did not 
exhibit much surprise on beholding the Barker,— 
doubtless for the reason that be was accustomed to 
frequent those cities and towns where Europeans 
swarmed ; and he addressed the Englishman in the 
customary terms of morning salutation. These 
the Burker understood ; and he leplied to the best 
of bis ability. Pleased with the aspect of the man 
—taking his demeanour to be friendly— and gating 
upon the colossal proportions of the elepbont, 
which had sent forth that trumpet-sound from its 
trunk,— the Burker was smitten with an idea. HI 
would make a confidant of the mahout in reJ|>ect 
so the treasure i the whole or at least the greater 


> portion might be oonveyed away by the ekphaati 
and when some distant plaoe of safety wu leadhid, 
it might be foirly divided. • 

The Burker aoeordingly made rapid ligns for 
the miAout to enter the ruins with him; and he 
likewim spoke as many words of Hindostanee as 
he oould eommand, to makb his new aoquamtaaee 
aware that a tigershad visited the scene, so that 
the mahout shottld be prepared for beholding the 
mangled oorpse of the Gomoon. On the terrible 
word tiger *' being mentioned, the Hindoo armed 
himself with ff brace of pistols^ whioh were in the 
holsters attached to the girth of the little seat 
upon t^e elephant's baok; and quitting the docile 
animal, he followed the Barker into the ruins. The 
Hindoo was horrified on beholding the corpse of 
the Gossoon : but .by his looks he evidentity eom- 
prehenddd that the Burker had told him the truth 
in respect to the mutilations having been effboted 
by a wild beast. The Englishman now direeted 
the mahout’s attention to the sliding trap-door | 
and lighting a torob, he led the way down into the 
oavem. The Hindoo followed him in fullest eon- 
fidenoe — as indeed he well might; for he was 
armed with pistob and o^er weapons, whereas 
the Barker wee defenoelesb On beholding the 
vases filled ^th eoidi^ the^native’e oonntenanoe 
expressed aami{ation, wonder, and joy ; epd the 
Englishman, by means of signs and the few words 
whioh be could command, gave him to understand 
that they would remove a^ share this hoard of 
wealth. The mahout grasped the Barker's band 
in ratification of the bargain, as well as in token 
of fri&dihip; and they went to work aoootd- 
tally. 

The mahout was provided with immense bags, 
in which he was accustomed to carry the elephantfs 
provender: these were slung over the animal's 
back— thenars were brought forth— and the ooin 
was oonsigned to those sacks. But the Hindoo— 
though an bonest^igood-tempered follow— was not 
altogether without tho oharaoteristio cunning of 
his race; and*in cider to prevent the coins iom 
jingling in the bags, he expertly pift thin layers of 
grass and large leavdi. In a short time the sacks 
were filled to the extent whioh the mahout thought 
the eleplupt ooitld conveniently bear; and the re- 
mainder OT the ooin was seour^ about the persons 
ofotlfo two men. 

They now set out together, both mounted upon 
theplephant; and the Burker was rqjoioed M^nd 
that the mahout’s way was in quite the oontrary 
direction from the town where he had eeen the 
horrible tortures administered, and whence he had 
been soared off by the warning of the poliee ofli- 
oial. The Hindoo endeavour^ to make the Bur* 
ker understand the destination for whioh he was 
bound and the length of the journey whioh ho had 
to perform: but the Englishman’s acquaintanoe 
with Hindostqpee ,was much too limited to enable 
him to oomprehend his new friend's meaning. It 
was however sufficient for the Barker that be had 
at length fallen in wi||h \>ne who seemed friendly 
disposed towards«him, and who had an identical 
interest with his, own, so to speak, in leforenoe to 
the treasure whineof they had obtained posses* 
lion. 

In a few hours a town became visible in the 
distanoe ; and the travellers reached a point where 
the road branohed off into two— one leading direet 
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towards thit town* The mahout guided the ele- 
phant into the diverging road,— making eigne to 
the Burjcer tMht it would bo prudent to aroid the 
town, for fear lest the seorot of the treaiute ehould 
be discovered. They presently halted at a farm- 
house, whore the mahout displayed some d/ieument 
which be carried about with him ; and the presen- 
tation of this paper at once Cbstlrod the two tra- 
vellers a hospitable reception. The Barker there- 
fore concluded that the elephant and its driver 
belonged to some high authority, whose hands had 
furnished the passport which thUs eomtnauded 
friendly treatment. 

At that farm-house they remained du^ng the 
sultriest hours of the day,— the mahout keeping 
hiu eye continuously upon the elephant, so as to 
prevent any person about the premises foom de- 
tecting the Secret of the treasure s nor *dtd it ap- 
pear to excite any astonishment that he would not 
suffer the animal to be rolieved from the burden 
which he carried. Towards evening the Journ^ 
was renewed ; and it Was continued until s&out 
ah hour after dusk, when another halt Was made at 
a village, or rather large hamlet, oonsisting of 
about three doson wretched hovels. Here the pre- 
sentation of the pSsaport secured for the elephant 
the only stable that was to be found in the place ; 
and tlie mahout took care that n^one else should 
bo present when he and the Barker relieved the 
animal fi'om its load. Having furnished the ele- 
phant with provender, and locked up the stable, 
the mahout, followed by the Englishman, pro- 
ceeded to the khao,— where an ample meal was 
provided from the residence of the Mayor of the 
viiingo. A flask of good liquor accompanied it : 
the Hindoo and the Englishman ate and drank 
to theltr hearts' contebt ; and the more the latter 
MW of the former, the better he liked him. Pre- 
sently the native produced pipes and*tobacoo— a 
luxury of which the Barker gladly availed him-^ 
self : but bo had not smoked IfOg when he felt as 
if his bead were swimming round — the pipe 
dropped from hand- end he %ank upon the 

beneik in the nnoonsdousnes of profound slumber. 

When he awoke in the foorning, Jio was some 
time before he could collect bis ideas : but when 
his memory began to grow settled, ^n idea of 
treachery on tho part of the mahout swept 
through his brain. This appeared to reedivs a 
tek’rible confirmation, when on looking around, be 
discovered that he was alone. He was oi^ the 
point of giving way to his rage, when he felt that | 
the money be had secured about his person* was | 
still all in safety there; and in a few moments the 
mahout mode his appearance. The Barker's 
countenance instantaneously cleared Up— while tho 
native burst out into a merry peal of laughter, at 
the same time pointing to the broken pipe which 
lay upon the Boor, and tapping his head signifi- 
cantly. The Burkcr comprehended his friend's 
moaning, which was to the effect that the tobacco 
had proved too strong for him. The mahout 
had been, to look after fiissolephant ; a good meal 
wUs now brought in from the# Mayor’s cottage; 
and the barker did all the more justice to the pro- 
visions, fiiasaiiioh as his mind waw relieved from 
the qrael apprebensione which for a moment had 
smiUkifll; and he now felt that the complotest 
vblnmM Ubudd be, plaeod in the integrity of his 
CUmpanlon. 


The journey wns resumed t and for two or three 
hours the road lay through a tract of country 
where habitations vwere to be seen only at very 
distant intervals. At length, at about mid-day, 
when the heat of the sun was growing of an in- 
tolerable sultriness, a halt was made at a farm- 
house at no great distance from a town which 
appeared to be of considerable extent. The Hindoo 
^ however gave the Barker to undorstand that the 
town would be avoided when tuoir journey was re- 
sumed. The passport, as heretofore, ensured tho 
travellers a welcome reception on the part of tho 
native and hts family who inhabited the farm- 
house ; and still the mahout Iqoked carefully after 
his elephant. • 

They had not been half-an-hour at this farm- 
house, when half-a-dosen horsemen were seen ad- 
vancing ;Snd thg Barker felt somewhat uncom- 
fortable on recognising tho uniforms of the Peons, 
or policemen. 11^ fancied likeVise, by tho aspect 
it the mahopt, that this individual would rather 
have^vovied the company into which he was about 
to be thrown. The Peons came up^ dismounted 
from their horsqs, and led them into the stable to 
whioh'i||ie elephant had beon consigned. Just 
within the doorway of the stable the mahout and 
the Barker bad posted thomsolves ; and they wore at 
the time partaking of the profisionsso bounteously 
furnished by the occupants ofetho farm-house. 

The Peons looked suspiciously at the Barker : 
but the manout hastened to say something— which 
produced a change in their aspect ; and the native 
himself went on conversing with the now-comors 
in a friendly manner. The Peons proceeded to 1 
stable their horses; while the mahout glanced 
anxiously at the Burkcr and then at his elephant; 
so that he was evidently uneasy in ro^pocl tr> tho 
secret of the treasure. One of tho Peons, while 
attending to his horse, happened to knock bis elbow 
with some degree of sovority against the sack Xhat 
was nearest, — tho burden having remainq^l upon 
the elephant's back : for the mohout had feared 
that if ho and the'Burker removed it, its oxoced- 
ling weight would h«ve excited the suspicions of 
the inhabitants of the farm-house. The Peon, , 
evidently astonished at the hardness of the con- 
tents of that sack, proceeded, with a curiosity that 
was natural enough, to feel the bag Ath his hand ; 
and be sogn discovered that it was filled with coin. 
sAo ejaculation made known this discovery to his 
companions; and, abandoning their horses, tboy* 
hastened to the ijpot. 

The mahout flung upon the Burkcr a glance 
which was os much as to imply that all their pre- 
sence of mind would now be needed; and then, 
with a remarkable solf-poBseBsioa on his own part, 
bo hastened! to give tho Peons some explanation. 
What this was, the Barker could not understand : 
but it evidently required to bo backed by some 
corroborative testimony ; for the mahout, pro- 
ducing his passport, or whatever the official docu- 
ment were, displayed it to tho Peons. They looked 
at each other, qnd shook their heads dubiously. 
The Barker feit*%hat a storm was about to burst; 
and he was taught another moral, to tho effect 
that the possession of riches docs not always en- 
sure the contentment, happiness, and safety of 
Hbolr owner. Indeed this moral was very ener- 
gefteally illustrated, when the Peons oeiied upon 
himself and the elppbant-driver* 
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The mahout protested vehemently agaioit this trusted to him by the mahout. When all these 
prnceedin(;<-and with so much appearance uf truth- statemente were interpreted to the officer of Fecmi, 
fulness on his side, that the Burker oould scarcely the elephant^drivev bent a look of r^ruaob npon 
believe he had told a tissue of falsehoods to aooount the Burker, evidently to accuse him of the blMkest 
for the bags being filled with coin— though he had ingratitude in endeavouring to shift all the blame 
indeed done so. Ifiie Peons were however incredn- from his own shoulders to those of his companion. 
louBif and while some of \hem retained the Burker It was quite clear to the Englishman that his 
and the mahout in the^r custody, the others pro- statements were eompletely at variance with those 
seeded to examine thwacks. When they found that made by the mahout : for the examining pohoa- 
tiiese contained such a vast quantity of treasure, and Sffioial shook his bead inoredulously, and issued 
that the coins themielvea were blackened with age, some order to bis underlings. This mandate was 
they were more remote than aver from giving credit promptly obeyeik; for the Burker and the elepbant- 
to the tale, whatever it were, wbiohahe elephant* driver were hurried into an adjacent roomf*-and 
driver had told them. A«porsonal examination, here the horrified eyes of the Soglisbman fell upon 
moreover, made them awgre that the two prisoners implements of torture similar to those which he 
had large amounts of similar coin eoneealed amongst had seen at the town whence he was expelled with 
their -garments ; and therefore the minds of the so significant a warning. As for the mahout, be 
polioe^officials were made up relative to tile oourse folded bi^ arms and contemplated the torture* 
which they should pursue, i bid was communicated inctrumenta with a courageous resignation, 
to the mahout, wh^ furtively flung upon bis Eng- The Burker was the first to be subjected to the 
lish oompanion anything but a pleasant look. Som^ torturing process,-- the interpreter standing near 
of the tenants of the homestead now gathered at to receive whatsoever revelations might be ex- 
the stable-doos ; and tlie^ Burker saw that himSblf tracted from hia lips. The kittee was applied to 
and his comrade in misfortune wora looked upon his fingers t the exoruoiation was exquisite ; and 
with a very evil eye, as if indeed they ^dbre a under the inflnenoe thereof ho confessed the whole 
couple of arrant knaves and thieves, or even truth in respect to the discovery of the buried 
worse. treasure, l^th regaitt to the two bags of rupees 

To bo brief— when 1;ho sultry hours had passed — which, as the i^^er will rocolleot, were obyiined 
away, and evening wqs approaohing— the cavalcade by the murder oAhe Byot— the Burker declared 
was put in motion : the Peons took charge of the that he bad found them on the person of a Gossoon 
elephant — the mahout and the Burkei^ were con- who was killed by a tiger. 

ducted as prisoners to that town which they had The mahout was next subjected to the torture; 
already seen in the neighbourhood. On arriving and the truth was speedily elicited from his lips, 
there, the captives wore led into the presence of an It was now found that the two tales corresponded t 
officer of the Peons ; and the mahout told his but by way of punishing the prisoners, a severe 
story, at the same time producing his passport. We beating was inflioted upon them with sticks and 
should observe that all the coin which he and the whips. The Burker howled horribly : the Hindoo 
Burker had about their persons, was already taken exhibited for more courage in enduring the ohaa- 
possossion of by the Peons at the farm-house. tisement. The officer of Peons then pronounced 
Thu officer of tho Pcous listened with attention ; % decision in the ease, which was duly interpreted 
and whan tho mahout had finished, he addressed a to the Burker. Ih vras to the effect that the 
I few words to tho Barker. This individual gaVe treasure which had been found belonged to the 
I the official to understand that ho was not oc-. Government, and should be appropriated accord- 
quainted with the Hindostsnqp tongue: but a na- |ingly; that w|th regard to tho t\A^bag8 of new 
• tivo interpreter was speedily forthcoming. Through rupees found upon the Burker himself, he had no 
this medium, tho Burker was desired to explain right to self^appropriate the money bedooging to 
what ho knew of tho ciroumBtancos that had led to the GoBSoob who was killed by tho tiger; and that 
tho arrest of nimself and bis companion. He felt therefore au sueu moneys should bo devoted to 
horribly perplexed. What talc could Rq possibly publii^charity — (or, in other words, would go into 
tell P — how could he render it consistent with that] the pockets of the Peons themselves). Lastly, it 
jnrbich the mahout hod already told, and of the na- was ordained that both the prisoners shoultiabe 
turo of which bo was in tho profoundest ignorance P set at liberty, with free permission to pursue their 
Something however must bo said ; and tho Burker ways— the mahout having the elephant restored i 
was not very lung at a loss upon the subject. Ho to him. 

accordingly declared that he had fallen in with the The Burker, on being released, slunk out of the 
mahout on the previous day— that the elephant- torture-room, not daring to meet the indignant 
driver had given him a lift upon his animal— and looks of his late companion, with whom he felt all 
that as tho bags were too plethoric with their mo- friendship to be completely at an end. Thus, with 
tallic contents, he had been asked as a favour to an empty wallet at his back, and not the smalleal 
carry a portion about bis own person. The Burker ooin in his poqket, the Englishman found himself 
was then desired to account for the fact that two onoe more a fnencQess outcast and forlorn wan- 
small bags of new rupees had been found upon derer in that land where the moat terrible calami- 
him; for it was intimated that hi^ personal appear- ties bad already befall^ ‘bira. His fingers were 
anco did not warrant the idea that lie possessed any cruelly swollen wi^ tho application of the kittee i 
such rcsouroes of his own— or at least did not jus- his body was all bruised and his limbs stiffened 
tify the belief that ho had honestly come by them, with the fustigAtion he had received. It was 
Thinking that the money would never be restored night; and ho dragged himself painfully through 
to him, and that be had better boldly renouneei the streets of the town. He looked about for 
all ownership of it, the Barker declared tbat|he the publio khan; and after awhile supoeeded in 
two bags of now rupaoB had );k«wiso been en- 1 finding It. But it was ooeupied by a number of 
• • 
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Oouooos and other trarellerB of the bweit olasi ; 
and he beheld little eympathj in their looke— 
thouglf he gm them Co underitand that he was 
hungrj and foodleei. One of the GoNOQns, hap- 
pening to notice his swollen* fingers^ ejaculated a 
few words, amongst ifhieh kittM was the only one 
4iat was intelligible to the Slnrker's ears| and the 
whole assembly burst forth into a loud laugh, 
▲t length a snake-charmer-— who had his baskef 
of cobras near him— taking compassion upon the 
wretched Englishman, gare him n portion cf his 
rice ; and the Burker, retreating into the darkest 
comer, deroured the meal with aridity. He then 
lay down to sleep; and when moraingMawned, 
he wakened to a renewed sense of his utter lone- 
liness— his complete friendlessness— his hopeless, 
miserable condition. 

To the aaake.oharmer he was indebted for an- 
other meal : he then issued from the khan : but 
as he was threading the street, he met the inter- 
1 preter who had ofiieiated on the prerious erring. 

This individual gave him to understand that if he 
! were wise he would not he seen loitering about 
I the town; and he accordingly profited by this 
j counsel. He left the place, resuming his wander- 
ings in the open Countr^. Agaij^ did despair 
seise gipon him : but still bo ha^ not the courage 
to put an end to his miseries by means of suicide. 
By degrees he began to buoy himself up with the 
hope that something might yet transpire to refill 
his pocket— in which case he was resolved to act 
more prudently than he had hitherto done. He 
bitterly repent^ his unhandsome conduct towards 
the elephant-driver,— inasmuch as this individual, 
naturally generous-hearted, might have beflriended 
him bad he only remained stanch when the exa- 
mination was over. But it was too late to regret 
that which could not be recalled ; and the Barker 
was taught another severe lesson relative to tbd 
disastrous consequences of iniquitous behaviour 
towards one’s fellow-creatures. 

• ^ • 
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Beeeath the rays of the burning Indian sun, that < 
odbeast European toiled upon his way. Since he 
escaped from prisonage in the royal city of Inder- 
abad, what adventures had he experienced 1 Hrbat 
perils had he passed through ! what sights had ho 
witnessed! If suddenly some good genius or 
friendly hand had transported him back to his 
native dime, what a book could be have written 
of his experiences of Indian life ! He had been 
east into the midst of all the worst and most 
hideous phases of that oriental ei^tenoe, as if he 
had been flung into a morass swarming with rep- 
tUcs. He bad seen the combats of wild beasts ; 
he had listened to the gyashing of bones when 
drded by the deadly folds of tb^ monster snake; 
he had lain down to rest amidst the haunts of 
seipents; he had battled with Stranglers; he had 
bcM the asso ci a t e of the Gossoon; he h^ pane* 
trelEll iirto the moret tireasure-ohamber of the once < 
pcond Fagan temple ; he had witnessed and en- 
dued the torture* inflicted by the native officials 
Ulte the sanction of the British authorities. Yea 


—what a volume could this pian have written, had 
he passed the .ability and were he placed in a 
position to do so 1 But what was to be his doom f 
—what destiny was in store for him P Had it 
been typified in any horrible occurrence which be 
himself had witnessed P hr was some new phase 
of hideous excruciation to develop itself to seal 
the fate of that man of a Ibousand misdeeds P 

After he quitted the towirhe was, gs we have 
seen, for awhile a)>rey to despairt but bis was one 
of those resolute dogged callous souls— a soul so 
tanned, hardened, and petrified by an existence of 
peril a^ of crime— that it was scarcely probable 
he would long abandoq himself to de^ndency 
when no imme^te danger was staring him in the 
face. Thus was it that homeless, friendless, food- 
less, and^ moneyless though he were, he still ^und 
something worth Kving for : he even entertained 
the hope that things might mbnd, and that acoi- 
<dent would again turn up some advantage for him 
espeeiall^ to reap. 

4Ie continued his way yntil the heat was grow- i 
ing intolerable^; and then be approached a farm- 
hous# j[br the purpose of soliciting refuge and 
refreshment. He was however driven away by 
several native labourers, who liked not his appear- 
ance ; dhd his wanderings Vere continued. Pre- 
sently he reached a long agenue of trees over- 
shadowing a stream, beyond which stretched the 
undulating fields ; and he fancied that he heard 
the sounds of female voices- He drew nearer i he 
looked through the trees ; and he beheld a num- 
ber of dusky native girls disporting in the water. 
They were in a completely nude condition, though 
the greater portion of their forms was immersed 
in the streamlet. All of them were exceedingly 
beautiful; and the Englishman was struck by the 
admirable modelling of the contours of the busts. 
Their long jetty hair, now shining with the .gloss 
of moisture, floated over their sculptural ^oulders • 
ahd down ther backs; and their dark eyes acquired 
an additional lustle from the pearly drops which 
bung to the long elg^n lashes and glistened in the 
sunbiBams that penetrated through the openings in, 
the trees. They were gambolling and disporting 
as if they were the dusky naiads of their own 
native rivers,— now diving down to^ the depths of 
the strephi— now plunging in their heads, and 
p then smoothing their hair to wring out the water 
—now spattering and splashing each other— an^ 
all the while laughing and chatting pierrily. It 
was an interesting scene i but the Burker viewed ‘ 
it only with eyes that gloated upon the charms 
which were revealed, and with an imagination 
that grew more and more inflamed with desire. 

A little .farther along the stream, a number of 
young men were bath^ ; and they likewise were 
disporting in the water. The Burker did not im- 
mediately catch sight of them, so intent was be on 
feasting bis eyes with the former spectacle which 
we have described. But at length he heard some 
of the girls calling to the young men, and the 
latter answerirlk ; eo that he was thus led to sur- 
mise they all belonged to the same party. 

Presently the young women began one after an* 
other to ascend from the stream, and dowly to 
resume their apparel. The Burker, still remaining 
ccfioealed from their observation, watched them 
with devouring egjss ; and slowly the thought crept 
into hii mind that be had before men two orthroo 
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of those hsodsooi# feminine countenances. Per- 
haps the idea itself was engendered bj^ the nature 
of Che garb which the girls were {futting on ; for 
this apparel was at least familiar to him. Yes i 
—•there could be no doubt s it was the troop of 
dancers whom he bad seen in the jungle, when be 
had watched them from the interior ol^ the care, 
and when the tiger, springing from the thicket, 
had seised upon the snake-charmer at the rerj 
noment his limbs were encircled b/ the fangless 
reptiles. 

The Barker bad noticed in the jungle— and the 
impression was now confirmed— that there was a 
considerable degm of good-bumou^ kindness, and 
friendly familiarity in the bearing of those dancers 
towards each other, the male as well as the female | 
and he begat) to think it was by no means impro- 
bable that they would suffer him to join them. 
Ha howerer felt that it would scarcely prore^ 
pi^ort to their fiirour if he were disooTer^ pear* 
1118 .— Fovbtx Sxu^ 


I ing in through the treea upon thefr ablutionlft 
recreations j and he therefore retreated to a more 
respectful distance. There be sac down, and 
awaited till they should oome forth from beneath 
the shade of the spot that they had selected for 
their bath. 

In a few minutes the girls mode their appear- 
ance ID a body; and not peroeiring the Barker, 
they began practising a dance, in a atyle similar to 
that which he Ijpd witnessed from the oaf ern in 
the jungle. There was the same elegance of mo- 
tion, combined with wantonnese of look— the same 
study to poetise in the dsipoB all the most sansuoua 
feelings of which huipan nature ie euMptible— the 
same system of appeal, by gasturee, oy attitu^ 
aud by the exproMion of eountenanoes^ to the libi* 
dinous imagination. The young men joined them f 
and the danoe was ojntinued, until all baingas" 
hausiad, they eat down upon the grass. Than 
badtats of profisions wsra produced} and the 
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Barker thou|[;lt it high time to introduce himself reocipts were trebled and quadrupled. He aooa 
to the notice of these whom he hoped to be per^ found that the dancing girls were as profligate as 
niittod to jom as a hanger-on in some capacity or they wore beautiful w they had their paramours, 
unothdr, even though it were as the porter of those almost indiscriminately, amongst their male com 
very baskets the contents of which remipded him panionst and they readily sold tbemselTes to any « 
that ho was hungry. ^ iodiriduals amongst the spectators whom they 

Kotwithslandirig tlie rerolting ugliness of his might chanoe to please. TTho Burkor beheld scones 
I looks, there was about the «Burker an air of so which excited his own desires almost to a perfect 
much misery, mingled with so earnest an appeal frensy : but if aver he bitnmlf made the slightest 
to the humanity of these natives, that they-^ advance towards any of the %ndoo girl^ his over- 
naturally good* hearted ~ at onco gave him a sort ture was receiveft with a peal of laughter. At 
of welcome ; and sitting down near them, iw re- some of the towns whore they stopped, the girls 
ceired a considorable ration of provender. While were hired to danCe at private parties g^ven by 
be was eating, the natives whispered ^gather s wealthy natives ; and it was seldom on sueh oooa- 
thon they addressed themsclvus to him t but they sions that some of them, failed to oapilAle a few 
soon found that he was unable to comprehend of the male guests, —the result being profitable to 
much of their own language. * They howover sue- the beautiful but unprincipled females who thus 
coeded in conveying to him the assuralico that if readily Elartereibiheir charms for gold. r 
ho were a friendless and unfortunate man, they Money poured ifl so fast that the itinerants ware 
would allow him to be a sort of follower in their enabled to add many oomforti to the little move- 
company — that ho might carry a portion of tlieir ' 'able property which they had previously possessed. 

fliet he should at least cor^^hin of They purchased, amongst other tbinge, a couple of 
obtaining a rneq). Perhaps, amidst their good- tcEits ; and thus during .their journeys they were 
natured iiiclintitions, was blended the somewhat enabled to er^ct their ^mporary habitations in 
more selfish consideration that tbo presence of an the iCimt pleasant spots which they reached. They 
European attached to their company would bo lived luxuriously: they replenished their ward- 
caloulatcd to excite symplithy anc^ augment the robes: but they would not permit tho Barker to 
amount of their usual receipts. chang^his own travel-soilsll costume for a better 

After having rested for sumo hours in tho shade one— because they had fouad by experienee that 
of the trees, the party put itself in motion ; and the more miserable hie appearance, the greater 
proceeding acroos a fertile and beautiful tract of was the ‘sympathy of the public. In all other 
country, reached a largo town shortly after night- respects he profited equally with themselves in the 
fall. Here the men took up their quarters at the pecuniary harvest which they reaped in every 
public khan : but the females found a lodging at town, village, or hamlet where they stopped | and 
some private bouse in the neighbourhood. On I lo he was treated with exceeding kindnes# by hlf 
following morning the males and females formed companions. 

company again ; and they commenced their avooa- There was one of the girls whose beauty trau* 
lions in the public thoroughfares, choosing those scondod that of all the others. She was tall and 
plaoes that were overlooked by the handsomest superbly formed, — her whole appearance reminding 
and most imposing habitations. There were sevd- tho Barker of Indora’e ayah, the deeeased Ba- , 
ral English residents in thM town; and as tho goonah. This dancing-girl of whom we %re speak-* • 
Barker was put forward to receive tho contribu- itig, made a deep impression upon the EngHsh- 
tioos of the spectators, he was speedily accosted by man : or rather, should say, her beauty excited 
some of hia' fellow countrymen. Jt was the firsft his imagination to a pitch that was almost Intole- 
time for a considerable petiod that he hhd thus rable. She bad a paramour— perhaps two or threq 
oonversod with any one belonging to his own —amongst the male members of the company; 
native land ; and even with sucji a ^tch as this, and she was likewise a special favourite amongst 
there was a certain pleasurable feeling in the cir- those libertines who in the towns* intrigued with 
cumstauce. Ho had a tale ready prepared f for tho danf Ibg-girls. The Barker ou two or three 
he was naturally anxious to avoid tho slightosb occasions, when under the infiuenoe of liquor, had 
Uflfift that might load to his identification with the seised opportunities to throw amorous looks upon 
individual who bad escaped from captivity in this girl : but she bad invariably responded with a 
Inderabad. He told a story of shipwreck— bf his peal of merry laughter. There was nothing 
sole survivorship from tho catastrophe— of long scornful nor derisive in it: it was only the joyous, 
and painful wanderings— of the miseries bo had careless merriment of a fomalo who found herself 
endured — and of the kindness which ho expo- solicited by a very unloveable being,— a being 
rienced on the part of those natives with whom he whose ugliness imparted a ludicrousness to any 
was now connected. The result was that rupees overtures coming friyn such a quarter. But even 
showered in upon him ; and the donations were all when she thus laughed, she looked all the more 
the more liberal on account of tVe favourable re- handsome : for her red lips revealed two rows of 
presentations which he made in respect to tho teeth which, though somewhat largo, were as white 
troop of dancers whom ho accompanied. A few as ivoryond faultlessly even ; while at the same 
hours sufliecd for tbo ‘ raping of a considerable time tho hilari^v of her thoughts infused additional 
pecuniary harvest ; and on bis return Co the lustre into he^Urge blaok mischievous eyes. The 
^ khan, the Barker feasted in a sumpCuoua manner costume which She wore, and which was similar to 
with the male portion of tho oo Ttpany. that of her female companions, displayed the oon- 

Vot about three weeks he travelled with his now tours of the bust most voluptuously ; and the 
Meads I and they had no reason to regret the Barker was wont to feast his eyes upon those 
kdafiness they 1^ in the first instance bestowed dharms until at last he felt that he must do some* 
ufoa him s ito as they had foreseen, their ordinary thing desperate in order to gratify his passion* 

( • 
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Wo have alnadj said that tho itinoranta had 
pnrehaHOdtontB ; and these, during their journoje, 
wore erected for four or fire he^ura each afternoon, 
when tho heat of the auu rendered travelling im* 
poaaible. One day, tho tenta were set up in the 
midst of a field of soft sweet grass ; and at a little 
distance there was a fheandoring stream. The 
itinerants proposed that there should be a general 
bathing i but the Bprlcer refused to bo one of the 
party; forknowing that there were alligators in' 
the rivers of Hindostan, ho sUhddered at the idea 
of committing his person to those treacherous 
waters. He therefore remained in one of the 
tents ; while all his male eptapaoions proceeded to 
tho ri^r. ^ 

Now, it happened that tho very dancing-girl of 
whom he had become so much enamoured, di'clined 
fotb some reason or another tp aocuiipany her 
female friends to the spot whore they wore to re- 
fresh themselves *wilh immorsiffn in tho strcsim. 
fiho remained in the other tent, entirely ignoram. 
that the Burker was in tho adjaceift one,-w^8 ho 
likewise was^inaware that she had also Aayeds be- 
hind. He was reclining upon the grass insido the 
tent, thinking of that girl— sulTerfhg his imagina- 
tion to gloat upon her charms— when the**8<jun(l of 
her voice was wafted to hia oars. She was sing- 
ing : her voice was fi beautiful one ; it vftis full oi 
melody ; and evon^so hardened, callous, and pm- 
hrutod a soul as that of tho Burker was toiiuliod 
by its harmony. Ha ‘rose from the gPiaas : he ad- 
vanced to the entrance of tho tent— and he listened. 
He knew the voice ; and it struck him that tho 
girl might bo alone. Creeping cautiously to the 
tent which she occupied, ho lay down flat upon his 
face — lifted tho canvass un inch or two — and 
peeped in. Tho girl was changing her apparel,— 
singing to herself tiie while, unsuspicious of im- 
pending danger. 

The Burker felt that this was his opportunityj 
* Tho B])pctaclo which he beheld of that half naked 
female maddened him to a degree that if the LSost 
hideous death were to prove -the inevitable conse- 
quence, ho could not restrj^in himsolt. All of q 
sudden ho appeared at the entrance of tho tent. 
Tho Hindoo girl was fur a moment startled— and 
for a moment frightened too, at the sinister gloating 
looks of tbe^English hanger-on of the company: 
but quickly recovering her self-possession, she 
smiled in a deprecating manner, as mucli as to bi|i 
, him observe that he was taking a liberty. At tho 
same time, with a movement as languid as her 
tense of modesty was slight, aho*throw a garment 
over the bust that was previously exposed in all 
its voluptuous nakedness ; and as tho Burker still 
lingered, she now made him a more imperative 
sign to withdraw. Instead of obo.^ing her, he 
rushed forward and Sciae^ her in his arms. She 
did not scream out : but with all tho elasticity of 
thq serpent — a suppleness which served her even 
better than mere physical strength would hare 
done— she in a moment diacnguged herself from 
his embrace,— gliding out of it as it w<*re in a 
manner which he himself coulci^ scarcely compre- 
hend. In the twinkling of an eye she was at the 
farther extremity of the tent; and thinking that 
the Burkpr would be satisfied with this repulse, 
•he smiled good-humouredly, entreating him af, 
tho same time in her own native languagb to 
withdraw. But the garment which she had 
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thrown over her shottlderts, remained fnlhoBiir 
kor's arms, as if it were tho mete phantom ol 
tho substantial, warm, and glowing shape which 
for an instant those arms had rntained sin their 
fervid pressure. Maddened by fho spectacle fif 
her nude beauties, he rushed forward again : but 
the girl eluded him— and 'darting forth from tlie 
tent, she sped towards her female companions, 
who were bathing in the river at a little distance 
from the male members of the troop. 

A terrible execration bj^rst from the Ups of the 
BuiBk<^r he noshed after her : but she was soon 
far ahead ;— and ho stopped short. Ho now 
cursed himself for what he had done: ho was 
afraid ^est he should draw down upon his head 
the vindictive rage of tho girl's friends. Ho 
stood irresolute h^w to act : but not long did ho 
remain 4hus undecided; for in a few minutes 
he behei 1 tho whole company, male and female, 
rushing towards him. They were but partially 
dressed: they had evidently hurried out of tho 
water at the hasty outreatioB of the girl. Tho 
Burker fled precipitately. 

Aaay he rau across the fields,— some of the 
men pursuing him, and shouting in vindictive 
accents. The Burker ran for his life : never per- 
haps had ho put fortli*such^spocd ! Olancing over 
his shou1der,^he fviund to his delight (hat be was 
distancing Ins p'hrsuers,— until at length they were 
no lunger within tho range of his \ i^ion. 

But now he was unco more a solitary wan- 
derer. By an act of infatuated madness lie had 
all in a moment severed the ties which connected 
him widi a number of beings who were veritably 
bis friends, and in whose company he bad enjoyed 
personal security, luxurious living, and cheerful 
society. Ho cursed himself over and over again 
for hiB unmitigated tolly ; ho oven thought of re* 
tracing hi% steps and grovelling upon his knees to 
implore forgiveness : but bn dreaded lest be should 
fall H vicliui to those darker quulilies of the Hindoo 
character which ms conduct had excited. Ho- 
therefore continued, his way; and in about an 
hour ho reached a village, whetf^ ho purchased 
Boino rice— tor he h»\d a few rupees in his pocket. 
Proceuding»tu the khan, he cooked his provisions, | 
and passed tlio night th^re,— ho bning tho only i 
tenant otHtbe pflicc. For the next throe or four 
dayr^ ho wandi-reil on without experiencing any 
auventuro worthy of note, but entertaining the 
hope that something would turn up to aciUeve 
bill! from these solitary peregrinations. Ho ob- 
sewred at the dilForent towns and hamlets whero 
he slopped, or through which ho passed, that there 
were no officials in the Anglo-Indian uniform; and 
he therefore concluded that his wandering stops 
bad again led him into the dominions of some in- 
dependent prince. This was a subject for rejoic* 
ing, inasmuch as he had sore remembranoo of the 
torture-chambers that ho had witneasod : but on 
the other haifd lib dreaded lest he should by any 
possibility bavo entered tho boundaries of Queen 
Indora's realm. 

ilia money was no^ all gone : the last coin had 
been expended * upon food ; and nothing had | 
transpired to .ulTord him fre^h companionship or i 
Co promise a pecuniary resource. It was early one 
morning, that having slept at a khan in a large 
village, the Burker wan jonrueying along a road, 
when he beheld au elephant advauoing ftom the 
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opposite dirootion. It was conducted bj a be was once morp a wanderer within’ the limita of 
mahout ; and as it drew nearer, the Burker reoog- Queen Indora’s dominions. It was likewise ewi* 
nised the Tery indifidual to whom he had behaved dent that his escape had been advertised in th# 
so unhpndsomelj. His first impulse was to turn journals of that kingdom, and that a reward had 
out of the road, and strike into the fields : but a been ofibred for bis recapture. The mahout had 
second thought induced him to proceed. ** He re- indicated the direction which he was to taka in 
collected the good-tempered character of the order to place himself in safety ; and he therefore 
mahout t be felt assured that he was not vindic* lost no time in following that friendly suggestion, 
tive ; and he reasoned within* himself that even if He journeyed on with rapidity ; and for about an 
the Hindoo would do him no good, he would notf hour pursued his way tbrou^ tracts of country 
wreak upon him any evil. the excellent cultive of which, together with the 

As the elephant adVknoed, the ^mahout recog- smiling hamlets and neat villages, indicated the 
nised the Burker; and he stopped the anfmal. prosperity enjoyed by Queen Indora’s subjects. 
The Englishman looked appealingly: the Hindoo The farm-houMs were infinitely superior to those 
seemed irresolute how to aot,^until at length bis which the Burker had seen in the Anglajndian 
natural kindness prevailed, and be extended his territories ; and, in a word, there was every indi- 
hand in token of forgiveness. The Burker eagerly cation of a truly paternal government in its most 
grasped it ; and the mahout, seeking th^ shade of substantigl realities, and not in the delusions of a 
some neighbouring trees, produced bis provisions, fiction. ‘ 

He and the Burker sat down together, while the The Burker, wc said, had jcvirneyed for about 
elephant wandered to a little distance; and as the fn*hour after parting from the friendly mahout, 
two men ate and drank, the Hindoo made signs to when he reached a broad road lined with trees on 
intimate that the Burker's appearance was a miss- eit|}e( side. The immense avenue presented a 
rable one. While the mahout was gasing upon most grateful shade: but* not for many minutes 
his English companion, a singular change gra- had tl^ Burker«paused to rest himself there, when 
dually came over his countenance : some idea his oar fraught the sounds of some approaching 
seem^ to be settling into oQnsistenoy in his brain; cavalcade. He looked in the direction whence 
and the Burker could not comprehind what was those sopnds came ; and he Jbeheld banners float- 
thtts |fhsring in bis thoughts. Suddenly producing ing at the extremity of the avenue. He hastened 
a newspaper, the mahout turned to a particular to conceal himself in the midsf'of a knot of shrubs 
column^referred to some announcement there— which grew between the more stately trees ; and 
and then again studied the appearance of the he felt assured that be had chosen a hiding-place 
Burker. The idea which he had entertained, now impenetrable to the gaae of even the keenest ob- 
seemed to be confirmed ; and he placed the news- server. 

paper in the Burker’s hand. It was printed in The procession advanced. First came a squadron 
the Hindostanee language: there were two or three of about five hundred cavalry, consisting of native 
columns of advertisements, and at the head of troops, but apparelled in an uniform very much 
several the Burker beheld the name of ** Iedbb- resembling that of British Lancers. They were 
ABAD.” But the mahout pointed to a particular all fine men ; and the high plumes which waved 
advertisement; and though the Burke( could not .above their heads, gave them the appearance of a 
comprehend it, yet he felt persuaded that it related towering stature, as they defiled slowly along' the i 
to himself. ^ avqnue. They were all mounted upon splendid 

The mahout laid his linger upqn that special steeds ; and in front of them were borne the ban- 
announcement, «tsd then pofnted significantly to ncrs which had first met the Burker's eye. Im- 
tbe Burker himself. The EnglisbnlBn was seised Snediately behind tbi& squadron of cavalry, ad- 
with terror lest the mahout, who wasfwell armed, vanoed a number of sumpter-horses, attended by * 
should endeavour to hand him over to the grasp of some fifty menials, apparelled in uniform of a loss 
justice: but the good-natured Hindoo %3hemently martial description than that of tbeii precursors, 
made reassuring signs. The Burker pointed to Then oamei twelve trumpeters, splendidly attired 
the word ” Iedebabad the mahout slodly and all bdstriding bright bay steeds. Next ap- 
wav^ his arm all around as much as to imply that peared six elephants^ with magnifioept castles 
as nr as the vision could reach it was the doamin upon their backs ; and in these castles were *' 
of Queen ladora. He then rose from his feat seated a bevy o9 young and beautiful ladies, all 
upon the grass; and placing a few small coins in richly apparelled, and evidently belonging to 
the Burker’s hand, made signs to show that they the household of some great personage who was 
must part. He called his elephant^ which at once yet to appear in the procession. The elephants 
obeyed the summons ; and when mounted on the were followed by twelve handsomely apparelled 
animal’s back, he ^inted in a particular direction, gentlemen, mounted upon beautiful horses ; and 
—thereby intimating that it was towards that these individuals likewise appeared to bebng 
point the Burker must journey if be wished to to the establishment of a higher personage who 
pass beyond the limits of Indora’s kingdom. was yet to come within the range of the concealed 

The mahout continued his route, leaving the observer’s vision. Those gentlemen in the glitter- 
Burker again all friendless and lonely. The ing Court dresses were followed by two light wag- 
wretched Euglisbman watoAed the colossal ele- gone, each drawi^'by six horses, and on which lay 
phant and the kind-hearted Hindoo till they were the apparatus for the erection of two superb pavi- 
ottt of sight ; and more bitterly t|ian ever did he lions. Then came a carriage drawn by six milk- 
deploia hia ungenerous conduct towards one who white steeds, whose flowing tails nearjy touched 
in oflh^giroamstances would evidently have proved |be ground. Nothing could exceed the magnifl- 
so stai^ a friend. It was but too plain that his cenqi of their caparisons ; and over each one was 
«wMt i^pprebensioos were well founded, and that thrown a rich brooadc^ embroidered with gold I 
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ilow«n» the delicate texture ■erring to keep off he dared not enter any rillage, for fear leet he 
the inseoti from the animali. Three poatilioni, in ihould be reoognued ae the indiridual adrertieed 
light elegant lireriei, guided that iplendid team, in the joumale of the kingdom. 4t an iiolated 
The carriage wae of oorresponcTing elegance, rich- cottage howerer he had obtained aome hod, for 
nesa, and beauty. It waa lightly conatructed, and which he had offered to pay ; but the oeouputa of 
had a canopy with blue aatin ourtaina, all em- the tene*ment had refuaed a reward for that which 
brt^dered in gold. If the reader will picture to they gare from pureat mtftirea of charity. All 
himaelf a canopy, fixed by meana of four upright night long did the f ngliahman wander, following 
•lender ahafta of aolid ailrer upon an open EngUah howerer aa well aa he could reoolleot the direction 
chariot, ho may fornf an idea of the nature of the awbioh the friendly mahout had pointed out. He 
arrangementa of thia elegant rahicle. knew that wild beaata progled at night time ; and 

But who occupied that carriage ? From all thu^he walked^nd walked in oontinuoua terror— 
the former part of the prooeaaion wldph had paaaed atartled by the ruatling of ereiy bough— and 
like a gorgeoua panorama before him, the con- frightened by the eohoea of hia own fbotatepa. 
oealed Bngliahman waa pr4>ared to behold Queen Still heVelt it were better to dare any peril, rather 
Indora and her royal hhsband— that object of all than incur the riak of being recaptured by the 
her lore whom she had elevated to become the offioiala of the kingdom. 

aharer of her mighty and magnificent dominion. When morning dawned, the wretched man wae 
An^ truly, the King and Queep of Inderabad were atill dragging himaelf along,— wondering when he 
the oeeupanta of «that beautifuh equipage, pe ahould reach the limita of that kingdom, and by 
whom the reader haa known aa Bertram Viriane what indication he might obtain the aaauranoe 
or Clement Bodcliffe, or Lord Glandoif, waa Boated that he waa beyond the territory of Inderabad. At 
in that carriage, by the aide of hia queenly ^fe. another iaolated cottage he obtained a meal; and 
He wore .an Oriental cbatume ; for he had judi- again waa it given him in charity— again waa the 
cioualy deemed it prudent to identify himaetf with reward which he offered, rejected. How different 
the habita and cuatoma of the country tfhicb, in would it have been anywhere in the Anglo-Indian 
■weet partnerahip with Indora, he waa called upon poaaeaaiona 1— ao true It ia ihat humane and libe« 
to govern. About hi# peraon were the inaignia of ral rulera model the aentimenta of the people into 
hia kingly office ; and if ever there were an inatance humanity and liSbrality ; while on the other mind, 
in which, aa an exiAption to the general rule, the rapaeioua and hard-hearted anthoritiea aflbrd an 
nativea of India had reason to bleaa the preaence example which tenda to warp the national charac* 
and the authority of an Engliahman, it waa in the ter with aentimenta of rapaciouaneaa, aelfiahneaa^ 
caae of the inhabitants of Inderabad with regard and uncharitableneaa. 

to thia monarch who ruled them so wisely and so For three or four daya the Burker wandered oii» 
well. And never perhaps had he of whom we are without experiencing any adventure worthy of 
speaking appeared to greater advantage during particular notice. He continued to receive 
thia medium period of hia life. Time seemed to sit eleemosynary charity, without finding the prof- 
lightly upon him ; and, in the vigour of hia prim% fared recompense accepted,— until one evening he 
yet did he look several years younger still. reached a f mall farm-houae where in return for 

And Indora, who sat by his aide— how glo* ithe meal that waa fumiahed him a high price waa 
, rioutly handsome waa ahel-^^hat grand and gor- exacted. Now, al|hough the Burker waa but 
geouB deauty had the peo^e of Inderabad do little accustomed to regard matters in reference to 
admire in the peraon of their Queen 1 Her ooun- the amenities gt aogial consideration^ it never- 
tenanco was radiant with happiness aa ahe looked' ^tbeleaa occurred to him that he htfAentered upon 
proudly and fondly upon th^ husband whom she a different province. ,He had by tbu time picked 
’ had raised to a throne; and he likewise waa happy, up quite a aiuffieiency of the Hindoatanee lan- 
— for if anything could compensate him for the guage to ba enabled to put the question,— that 
blight of hia drst love, it waa the wondrous devo- question w wh Hitherto ho had not dared to put 
tion which bad been displayed by hen who had from /ear of exciting suspicion. He however 
taught his heart to love a second time ! * ^ gave utterance to it now ; and be comprehended 

The procession passed on— another squadron of the answer. He was no longer within the limita 
live hundred lancers closing the rear. The Burker of Queen Indore’s kingdom ; and therefore in 
beheld it all from his hiding-place, where hia pre- respect to her jurisdiction he felt himaelf safe, 
sence remained unsuspooted ; and before the bril- He endeavoured to ascertain in what district of 
liant panorama faded like a magnificent vision India he actually was : but all he could make out 
from his view, he heard the clarions, the trumpets, waa to the effect that he waa not within the Eng- 
and the horns, sending their loud metallic notes in lish poaaeaaiona. 

tuneful harmony along the avenue. * At length He pursued hia way, now walking with leas 
those sounds died away in the distance : the pro- rapidity, and wondering what would happen next 
cession waa no longer to be seen ; and the Burker to him in the catalogue of adventures which he 
came forth from his hiding-place. appeared deatified tb experience beneath the bum* 

' ing sun of Hindoatan. He had not proceeded 
very far before he reuhed an isolated cottage, 
where he resolved to Deg a shelter for the night. 
He knocked at the door; and it waa opened by a 
fieroe-looking pative, who surveyed him aoa* 
piciously the dear starlight. This individual 
waa about fifty years of age : hia complexion waa 
more swarthy than that of the nativea generally t 
he had a abort curling beard; and this, ae well aa 

.* • 
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THB OXTJLBTBOPXB. 

Thb Englishman pursued hia wanderings; i|od 
when night came he atill continued hia way— for 
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his haiff wai grisiled. From bciioatli liis looso 
garments a brace of huf'o pistols peeped forth; 
and thMe wa^Ta dagger stuck witiiout concealment 
in bis* belt. 

The Barker began to plead pltoouBlj* for a 
iugbi*8 lodging* calling to his aid all the words of 
the Hindostauco language which he could possibly 
muster : but the swartiiy-faond man* after eyeing 
him suspiciously for nearly a minute, b inged the^ 
door in his face. The Barker dared not renew his 
application* nor mako*auy demonstration of his 
rage; for the weapons possessed by the unAiuth 
individual left the Englishman completely at a dis- 
advantage. He was however so much ^tiguod 
that on dragging himself to a littlo distance* ho 
sank down* completely exhausted; and strong 
though his energies naturally were* he had not the 
power to raise himself* nor oven the courage to 
make the attempt. 

It was on a grassy bank by the side of a little 
ftroamletj that he had thus fallen ; and the op;)0- 
site side of the road was thrown into a dense 'ifhade 
a line of trees. In a few minutes the Burkor 
felt somewhat refreshed — or at all events his faint- 
ness had passed off* and he was about to raise him- 
self up to his feet* when hip car caught the sounds 
of the trampling of horses’ hoofs. They appeared 
to 0 <hDe from the direction of itho cottage ; and 
thitherward he looked. Ho behold throe horses 
being led round from the back part of the cottage 
—no doubt from a stable in the rear of the littlo 
building. Two men were thus leading them; and 
a third appeared at the door of the cottage. The 
starlight was sufficiently brilliant and the Barker 
was near enough to perceive that this individual 
who came forth from the habitation* was the samo 
who had so rudely banged the door in his face. 

The throe men mounted the horses : but pro- 
fiouB to taking their departure* one bf them—hc 
whom the Burker had so vainly appealed to—' 
issued some instruelions to a female, who appeared 
upon the threshold. The woman replied in a few 
words; and men slowly rube away. TIif*y 
were approaching the spot where tiio Kii,;lishuiaia 
was lying upon the grass : he had a|feii fnrtnod 
but a very indifferent idea of the charucUTs of in- 
dividuals who could afford to km^ p h\)cs and who 
yet frequented such a coiiiparulivcly wretched 
hovel 1 — indeed he took them to bn despcrifloi'i id 
■ome sort or another; nnd^ he thercturo laueiul« 
that they ware quite capable of putting an |^d to 
his existence if they had any reason to suspect 
that bo was watching them. He curled litmsel 
up as it were, with his face downward -at the 
same time getting as much beneath thn shade of 
the bank as possible; and the horsemen passed 
him by without noticing his presence. Tiie Bar- 
ker suffered them to get to a considerable distance 
before he rose to his feet ; and then ho began to 
reflect at leisure upon the piroivnslances which 
had just occurred. Ho thought that inasmuch ns 
the man had given parting iustruetiuns to the 
womao^ she was, mosf jaubably the only person 
left in the cottage. The men had most likely gone 
forth for some considerable lime -at all events for 
alt hour or two; and the idea 'was strung in tho 
Better's mind that , he had seen tUe'^commence- 
dMlflt uf an adventure which it was worth while t<9 
darry out H^ drew nearer to tho cuttnge: lio 
crept up to tho window — ho listened* but heard no 


voices speaking. He trado the oircuit of the 
building : it was a very small one t and tho more 
closely ho inspected i^* tho meaner was its appear- 
ance. Uo again posted himself at the window; 
and through a crevice ho could now obtain a view 
of the interior of tho apartinont. 

The only occupant thereof was an old woman, 
tho rednen of whose blear eyes was thrown out 
into horrible relief by tho sw^rtliiness of her com- 
plexion. Her mouth bad completely fallen in 
tliruugli the loss *of teeth : her nose and chin, 
which must always have been prominent, even in 
her youth, appeared nearly to meet. Her hair, 
which was grey, hung straif^ht down her back : 
her form was bowed ; andjier hands trombYod with 
ago as she lifted tho food to her lips t for she was 
at supper. Tho table had ovidontly been spread 
with an fxcellenis banquet*— with the remnaq^s of 
which she was now enjoying herself. Enough of 
thtj provender h'bwevcr reinaidbd to convince the 
%uikor thiij^ such diet was inconsistent with tho 
inoof^ abearance uf the ooliage ; and ho was thus 
cofiGrmed in his opinion .that the /•hreo cavaliers 
did not earn |heir living by means wdiich they 
could^iipDourably and frankly explain to tho autho- 
HiicB of the country in wUioh they dwelt. 

Tho old woman kept on eating and eating* ever 
and anSn having recourse* to the contents of a 
bottle which the Barker felt^assiired must furnish 
something' very putenn, for at each draught tlio 
hag's eyes grew more inflamed. At length slie 
made an end of her repast ; and having leisurely 
cleared tlio table* she knelt down m one corner 
whore an old mattress was rolI(‘d up. From be- 
hind this mattress she drew forth a small wooden 
box; and thence she took a massive gold chain, a 
pair of splendid earrings, and three or four other 
arlieles of jewidlery. These she examined with 
the greatest attention— holding them up to the 
light, and pl'ieiog the gemmed ornaments in 8,uch a 
way as to catch the beams upon the brilliiqit stones • 
With wliich th(»y were set. Then she took some 
warm water in a littlo wooden bowl ; and she began 
to wash the jewels (in a way wliieh convinced tho 
Barker that she was socking to rub some stains^ 
ulf them— most pnbahly spots of blood. Doubt- * 
I Icbs, tlun* those valuable articles were the produce 
of murder and robbery P —and all that tho Burker 
thus Ha>\eoniirrned him m his opinion that tho 
three c iv iliers were whnt in other countries would 
be termed hriguiids, banditti, or highwaymen. ^ 

Tho Barker continued to watch tho old woman 
for a few minutes longer* in the hope that she 
might display some more treasures— of which ho 
had already made up his mind to possess himself, 
if possible. The jewels* being cleansed, were re- 
stored to the little box ; and thence tho old woman 
drew forth a quaul^j uf gold and silver ouios, 
which she likewise began to examine with a scru- 
I tinizing atleiitiun. But now (lie Burker thought 
I it higli time to interfere ; and he accordingly 
I opened tin' door* thus bursting with startling 
I abrupt iiesb in to, the cottage. 

I The old wuIqjii gave vent to a shriek at this 
sudden iiruption; and dropping the coins from 
i her hand* she stood in dismayed uncertainty as | 
: to the moaning of this startling prqseuce. But 
the Barker i.id not give her many moments for 
rAlecdon: ho sprang upon her with as much 
fierceness us if (le were a tiger fresh from soma 
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Beighbouring juDgle; and the frail, weak, emaciated 
form of the wretched woman was dashed against 
the wall. His fingers wore at her throat t she 
could not again cry out: — naught but gasping, 
suffocating sounds emanated from her lips. These 
were like the gurglings of water endeavouring to 
force a passage through pipe where it is pent up. 
Tho eyes of tho Burkor glared with ferocious ro 8 <i. 
lution; he dashed tbe*woman*s head against tho 
wall : and he quittc(P not his hold upon the throat 
until he acquired the certaintg that she was a 
corpse. 

Then ho hastened to self-appropriate the jewels 
and the money which had templed him to the com- 
mission/gof this horrible criufb : he tore the mattress 
from its oorner— ho ratiaackod tho whole place : 
but he found no other spoil worth carrying off. He 
looked about in the hope of finding somc^lefeusive 
and'*offensive weapons, with w]iic)i ho might arm 
himself: but he digeoverod none.* He was thiqk- 
ing of taking his departure ; but ho could not ro# 
eist the inclination to refresh himself with the 
remnants of the food which tho hag had pinged 
away in tjie cbpboard. * Ilis respects were first of 
all paid to tho bottle unto tho contents of^whicli 
he had scon the woman herself have reooufto ; and 
having partaken of a deep draught of the potent 
spirit, he hastily eraiBiuod tho provision^into his 
mouth. 

But all of a sudd^ the rapid advance of liorsci* 
hoofs galloping towardsthe cottage, smote his oars ; 
and he darted forth. It was a beautiful starlit 
night ; and his person was plainly visible to tho 
throe horsemen who were returning to tho but ; 
for they were the same indivnluala who had so re- 
cently taken their dcpnrture thence, and whose 
epcorly roappoaranco tho Burkor hud so litthi anti- 
cipate d. Ejaculations escaped their lips as they 

I ' instant, inoously suspected tliat there must be some- 
thing wrong ; for tho inunlerer, in his precipitate 
retreat, hud left tho colt.igo dour open. Tiio three 
I horsemdn almost iniinodutoly overtook him : 2\nd 
with such spcx'fd did they thus, rush in upon him 
that it was a perfect miracle he escaped from being 
trampled beneath the hoofs t)f the aiiiruals which* 
, • they bestrode. They leapt from their horses, and 
seized upon him i ho w.'s imnicdiutoly recognised 
by tho boarde I individual to bom ho hail so vainly 
addressed himself fur food and lodging, and who 
had so unceremoniously banged tho dithr in his 
face. This man and another held him in their 
‘Custody; while tho third rushed into the cottage. 
Then cries of rage and astonishment rather than of 
horror burst from the lips of this last-mentioned 
person on beholding the spectacle of the murdcri'd 
woman : but in reference to that spectacle, ho was 
no doubt too much accustomed to deeds of blood 
to be horrified at it. The truth was Quickly pro- 
• claimed to his two coinradfifs,— one of whom drew 
forth a pistol and was about to level it at tho 
Barker's head, when his wrist was caught by the 
hand of the person with tho board, and who was 
evidently the chief of the desperadoes. Tin's man 
hastily ejaculated a few words, of lnhich tho Barker 
comprehended just sufficient to make him aware 
that instead of br'ng summarily put out of ex- 
istence, he was to bo reserved fur a few minutes 
until his Raptors could decide upon some punish-^ 
nent which in its horror m.ght be more befit^ug 
the atrocity he had perpetrated. He was dragged 


into the cottage, and the three men were on the 
point of searching his parson,— when tho Borker, 
with a desperate effort, disengagedyhimself from 
their grasp, and with such violence that one of the 
desperadoes was hurled against the wall, where hia 
head stfuek some projecting object and he re- 
mained senseless. A pistol bullet, discharged by 
tho man with the grisiled beard, whistled past the 
Englishman's ear ; but in the twinkling of an eye 
tlhe latter, driven to desperation, aprang at the 
person just alluded to and furled him down like* 
wise^ All this.was the work of a moment ; for 
the Burker seemed to be nerved with the strength 
of a thousand. The remaining desperado bounded 
toward^liim with his drawn dagger :-*>with one 
grasp as dexterous as it was powerful, the Barker 
tore it from his hand, and drove it into his heart. 
The Hindoo foil back with a loud cry : the Burker 
gained the door and rushed from the cottage. 

Springing upon the nearest steed, he urged the 
animal into its fleetest gallop: but ho quickly 
found that he was pursued — he had no doubt by 
tho chief of the three desperadoes. For some 
minutes he continued galloping along at a tre- 
mendous pace, until he could no longer conceal 
from himself the fact that fleet though hii pro- 
gress were, that of hio pursuer was more rapid 
still ; end bds resolve was quickly taken.^ Ho 
threw himself from his stei^,— taking oare to 
alight on the grass which grew thick by the side 
of tho road ; and though considerably bruised, he 
experienced no other injury. He crouched down 
in tho dense shado of tho trees, while the horsa 
wont careering on ; and in a few moments bit 
pursuer dashed past. Then tho Burker plunged 
amidst the trees, gained the fields on the opposite 
side, and hurried across them as fast as his bruised 
limbs would permit. 

He 8001^ became convinced that be was safe 
^froni pursuit; and he relaxed bis speed. Wo 
have already said that it was a boautful starlit 
night ; and the B Aker could thus discern all tho 
features of tho^land^apo through which he was 
wending bis way. There were* pd|nty of trees ; 

* but he could distinguish no habitation. He walked 
on ; and thus for a couple of hours he continued 
his route, irotil he reached a little village, where 
he lookeil About *for tho khan, if there wore one. 
lie wps not* long in discovering the honso of public 
accommodation: the firo which charity usually 
provided in those places, was not extinct ; an^by 
Its li^bt he could perceive an individual seated in 
the fornor. That person recognised him : for in a 
moment bo sprang at tho Barker's throat, and 
dashed him with violence to tho ground. The 
Englishman was stunned by the force of the oon- 
cusaion ; and when ho came back to consciousness, 
ho found biuiself alone. Ho felt in his pockqts : 
the jewels and tho coin which ho had self-appro- 
priated at tho hut, were gone ; for the individual 
who had thuv^ assailed him was the chief of tha 
three desperadoes. Why tho man had not taken 
his life, tho Burker coulc^ not conceive,— unless it 
were that he either flincied that tho violence of 
tho fall had killed *him ; or else that he had very 
recently been scipn in that khan by some of the 
inhabitants uf* the village, and having hia own 
reasons for not choosing to debar himself of tho 
opportunity of future visits, be had thought it 
mure prudent to abstain from oummitting a crime 
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of which he meet iDeiitablj be euipeoted m the come with exheditioD, he eenk down where he 
author. Be this m it mej, it ii not the leie eer- wea. A epeoiea of deeperate oareleeinen now aue- 
tain thft the* Engliahman had eaoaped with hia ceeded the agoniiing feelings to which he had pre- 
life : but he mentally levelled the bitterest impre- viously been a prey ; and he almost persuaded 
cations against the robber-chief who had de- himself that it would be better if in the slumber 
epoiled him of the jewellery and the coins. The to which he meant to yield, some reptile should 
Burker did not reflect that this punishment was sting him to death or somb wild beast should de- 
far leas in amount than thS retributive justice apatch him at a blow. An^ soon the man slept, 
which was rightfully his due for the barbarous., When he awoke, the sun ^s just breaking in 
murder he had committed at the cottage. the eutern horison; and the Burker, starting up, 

Aftnid that the despdil'ado might possibly think glanced hurriedly around. Tos— bis worst fears 
better of having spar^ his life, o\ for any dther were conflrmed : it was but too true— he was evi- 
reason might return, the Burker issued from the dently again <n the midst of a jungle. Ob ! if 
khan, and resumed his wanderings. The sun, any one had seen him at ^ that moment, . how 
when rising above the eastern hill^ found him ghastly pale he grew 1— what horror oonvidsed his 
still painfully dragging himself along ; and not a features I Bo longer could he call to bis aid that 
habitation was to Im seen. The heat soop became desperate brutal callousness with which he had 
so intense that he was compelled to seek the shade nerved hiliself before closing his eyes in slui^ber 
of a group of trees; and he fell fast asleep. He during the past night. No!— for he was now 
slumbered for several hours; for the sun was con- koCnly alive to alt the renewed Cbrrora of his posi- 
siderably past the meridian when he awoke again ; non. For i^while he abandoned himself to the 
and his wanderings were resumed. Still he be&eld^ agony of his feelings ; and tears came from his 
no habitation— not so much as the humblest cot-' eydb. It was not the first ^ime that jwretch whose 
tags where he could implore a meal ; and he was soul was stained with a thousand misdeeds, had 
famishing. He severely felt the bruises which ho wept ib /he miast of an Indian jungle. But at 
had sustained when throwing himself from the length he suddenly cursed himself fur bis weak- 
liorse ; and it was with difficulty that he pursued ness ; and ho looked with straining eyes around, in 


his wiy. 


the hoj^ of discovering whbre the wild scenery 


As the dusk advanced, the Burker fancied that might gradually grow less salvage or altogether 
be beard the ominous growl of some wild beast in cease. But he could discern no issue from the 
the distance : be stop^ short, the blood freeaing wilderness.* He strove to find the marks of his 
in his veins— his hair seeming as if it stood on footsteps, that by retracing them his aim should 
end. But all was silent : and he continued his be accomplished. Herein again ho failed ; and as 
way. He knew by this time that several kinds of he stood there, in the midst of that jungle, he had 
wild beasts— especially tigers — haunt particular no earthly conception from which point of the 
spots ; and he therefore put forth all his speed to compass he had entered it. If he were to wander 
increase the distance between himself and the on in the hope of finding the moans of egress, be 
place where be fancied the terrible sounds had might only be plunging deeper and deeper into a 
reached his ear. The night set in wfch a degree wilderness which bis imagination, guided by past 
of darkness such as he had not known before ever experience, depicted as full of horrors. Every source 
since these wanderings of hlb commenced : but of apprehension belonging to that past exi^erience, • 
still he pursued his way with the continuous hope in*connezion with the frightful circumstances ot 
that the glimmering of a li^ht Wbuld at length an Indian jungle, was now again opened up to his 
guide him to iome habitation. He had now eaten 'fevered fancy. The,, wretch was famishing ; and 
nothing for twenty-four houls : he wps faint with yet he forgot his hunger amidst the agitation of ^ 
hunger, as well as exhausted with fatigue. Every his thoughts. 

now and then he fancied that the oi&nous growl Either to find an issue from that place or to 
reached him from a distance ; and thus he dared perish in the attempt — these were dow the alter- 
not yield to that sense of weariness t— hfi was natives which once again be had before him. He 
compelled to pursue his way. iwandered on, avoiding as well as he was able the 

Through the darkness did he wander oi\: no long grass, on account of the venomous. reptiles—^ 
beaten road was it that he was now pursuing ; and and the trees on account of the boa constrictor, 
as far as he could possibly judge, the country was At length be beheld a shrub laden with fruits, 
growing wilder and wilder. All of a sudden the such as be had seen in the markets of towns and 
horrible idea flashed to his mind that he might be villages, and in the gardens belonging to farm- 
penetrating into some jungle; and he stopped bouses. He therefore felt assured that they were 
short, all the flesh creeping upon bis bones. Not not poisonous, even though growing in their wild 
long ffid he deliberate i he turned and endeavoured state ; but he knew ,not their name. He ate 
to retrace his way; but he soon found himself greedily of those fruits; and when he had thus 
floundering through that long rank grass and appeased his hunger and thirst, he filled his waU 
■midst that underwood which wu, so terribly let with them. Then he continued his way ; and 
characteristic of the jungle where the most hor- for two or three houre he wandered on in the 
rible experiences of his Hidian life had been ob- scarcely tolerably heat of the scorching sun, — not 


tiined. Nothing could exceed the wild horror and daring to seek the shade of the trees, and vainly 
anguish which took possession of the miserable looking about for some cavern wherein to shelter 
man i but be succeeded in extricating himself from himself. 

the thicket into which his wayward steps had led Slowly and painfully be progressed^ finding no 
him; and he stood upon what he conceived to be* issue from that jungle,— wondering whether he 
aafrr ground. AU farther thought of endeavouring wdle plunging deeper and deeper into it,— and 
to retrace bis way was now atondonad; and over- wondering Ukewifc whether it were the aame at 
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whitih hiH former ezperieoooo were so Il^eoas and 
BO horrible. Perbape, he thought to himielf, bi% 
eircuitcus. wandering! might poeaiblj hare brought 
' him back into that eame terrible maie; and he al- 
most wished that it was so, for he fancied that if 
he could find his way to the cavern, he might 
thence remember the direction which had led him 
to an issue into a place of safety. Thus he wan- 
dered on and on, endeavouring to buov himself up 
with hope— but nevertheless having the sickening 
conviction that it was f4ble indeed. He grew 
more and more desponding i he found it to be in 
vain to struggle against the despair which was 
growing upon him— hemming him in closer and 
closer— narrowing the circle which for a little 
while be had managed to keep aba distance. He 
felt like a doomed man: a presentiment tkat his 
hour approached, was creeping upon him— steal- 
ing into bis soul— gnawing as it were into his 
heart’s coA— making the perspiration fed colder, 
Ho. 108.— Tovbtx Suuu. t 


I aiqil more clammy upon his brow and all over his 
I form, despite the torrid sunbeams that poured 
I tbeir full glare upon him as he dragged bis WAtj 
I limlA along. It was thus in this wretched frame 
of mud that the Burker pursued his way through 
the jungle x but the oatastrophe was near at hand. 
He presently fancied that he discovered some- 
thing like a beaten path ; and for a few moments 
joy sprang up in his soul. But the seeming path 
was suddenly lost in the midst of tall rank 
herbage, where stood n solitary tree. Though 
hitherto so oanful to avoid the neighbourhood of 
trees, yet the Burker disregarded on this occasion 
bis wonted ekution : for he thought that the path 
might be only enouigbered by the thickets of 
weeds and bushei^and that it might be continued 
on the other side. He was pursuing his way, 
when quiek asjtke lightning-flash leaps forth from 
the storm-cloud, a tremendous snake sprang dowa 
from the tiee^ and more quickly than the eye can 
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wiuk, tho wrotihed man was enfolded in the awlful perienced by the people for their ilfuitrioui 
prisonai^e of iti ooili. rulers ; and thb judi^es, magistrates, and other 

Oh, what a wild cry of agony rang through the functionaries of the law were taught the lesson 

jungle ! Bat here our description must stop that as their goo||l conduct was certain tu be re- 
short we cannot enter deliberately into the pain- warded, any dereliction on tueir part was on the 

ful details of that wretched criminars qjiiFerings, other hand equally sure to bo detected and 
both mental and pliysioal, which lasted for many punished. 

hours, until the huge reptile with its constricting It was the determination of Queen Indora and 
power crushed the breath out of ita victim's her rojal husband that Inderabad should be ren- 
body. dered the model state of Hi|jido8tan ;--that all its 

* internal resources should be developed to the ut- 

t— •• most, not for th£ mere benefit of a few, but for 

« •• the advantage of the many. According to old 

CHAPTER OLXItt. prejudice, thgro were still some few offices which 

^ were hereditary in pjirtioutar families: but this 

iNDEBABAli. System was completely abolishbd ; and all tlfose situ- 

ations were thrown open 'to the general corapeti- 
Qvbee Tehora. and her royil husband were tion of merit. Schools were established, and a good 

making a tour of their dominions, at thb time the nationalcjystem pf education was founded. In short, 

magnificent procession passed like a gorgeous every measure was taken to oiiRure the weffare, 
panorama before the view of the oonoealed EngUsh the prosperity, and tho happuicss of the millions 
^gitive. It was Indora's object to introduce her tover whom Queen Indora and her husband ruled 
consort to the principal cities and townd'of aowref ally land so well. 

Kingdom of Inderabad, and at the same time to a^t h the tour was completed, the royal prooei- 
receive the memorials and petitions of those of Bton returned to the capilal. It was a grand day 
her subjects who had representations to make or for Inierabad,A.that one on wh^oh tho whole popu* 
grievances to complain of. She and her husband lation Sf the city poured fi>rfch to. welcome the re- 
travelled with the accustbmed pomp of oriental turn of their King and Queen. These illustrious 
pote|itaies,— not that they tliemselves were flat- personages were received with the loudest accla- 
tered by this display of ostentation and ceremony, mations) and. here agdin the enthusiasm was all 
but because they considered it expedient to follow genuine t it was not the falle, hollow, motiveless, 
the course that was in accordance with the habits, and Unmerited adulation which attends upon the j 
manners, and prejudices of the country. At every progress of Royalty in other countries of tho world, I 
town which they visited, the municipal authoritiea especially in those of Europe. • ' 

prepared tho most welcome reception for the royal And now lot us look into the interior of the i 
travellers ( and this was no false nor hollow parade palace at Inderabad. There we shall behold the i 
of sycophantic feelings -but it was the sincere en- Queen and her illustrious consort seated upon I 
thusiasm of persons who were satisfied with their their thrones, in the groat audienoe-hall, giving | 
rulers. Those very munioipal oorporatiuna them- an aflhble and gracious reoeption to all the high I 
selves owed their existence to the ^ enlightened dignitaries of the kingdom, to the councillors, the , 
policy which Indora's husband, when plain ClemenU judges, and the magistrates ; an \ receiving such I 
KedclifTe, had recommended Jbr the adoption of teoommendations or suggestions as each in W own 
the King of Inderabad ; and thus all those town- facial department might have to offer. ^And all | 
councillors pressed forward (vith v genuine feeling those dignitaries appeared to be inspired with tue | 
of gratitude Veloome the personage to whose^ 'aame enlightened views and intentions which am- 
enlightened advice they mere indebted for the mated their Boverefgns. If they saw opportu- 
civic privilege of self-government. Hor less were nities of effecting improvements or legitimate ' 
they enthusiastic in their welcome Mif that lady economies in the departments over which they ^ 
who had raised to her side uptm t$ throne the presided, they manifested the moA. enlightened 
man whiise name bad for years past bren idoHaed seal to take the initiative of their own accord, 
in Inderabad— the enlightened English reformer , instead ^>f waiting until public clamour de- 
to«v hose policy that kingdom owed the liberty of manded ameliorations or insisted upon the aboli- 
its institutions and the spirit of strict jiistice tion of abuses. It was no mere meaningless leveo^ 
which animated the execution of its laws. , which those Siwereigns thus held : it had good 
The royal tour was a aeries of pageants^ fes- business-purposes in view; and Queen Indora as 
tivitios, and rejoicings. Fkom the palatial man- well as her husband felt, when the reception was 
sion to the humblest cottage the effect of the concluded, that they had not sat upon thrones as 
liberal policy which I ndora’s husband bad in times idols to receive an adulation which should be 
past initiated, was everywhere felt; and in the offered to Crod alone, and which is impious when 
breasts of all grades beat liearts that were full of offered to mere mortalb, — but that the hours they 
enthusiasm for tbnir intelligent King and his devoted to the ceremony were fraught with real 
grandly bandsomo wife. In cvery^bity and town aterling benefit tu their subjects, 
a High Court was held, at which all memorials The audience being finished, the King and Queen { 
and petitions were received i but few were the retired awhile to their own private apartments | j 
complaints brought under ^be cognizance of their and thither w^ 'will follow the splendid Indora. | 
Majesties. In these rare insthnees where it did We shall now find her seated in an elegantly- I 
ooour« Um minutest investigation took place ; and furnished boudoir, attended by half-a doien of her 
ohaitisement was inflicted on the oiffending autho- ladies, with whom she conversed upon intellectual 
rities. The manner - in which justice was thus topics The most serious sage might have been a 
distributed, enhanced tbe admiration already ex- lisiiiner without finding bia common ssnae out- 
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raged or hU'aoRl diagotted by any frirolitiea on “they knuvir e?ery thing! Yeiiterday they suijul. 
the part of that beauteous bevy. Presently the taneoitsly arowed their seMicnents , and I frankly 
Queen bethought herself of something ; and she eiplained to them all the antecedents of my sister 
gave instructions to one of hef ladieib*~vho im- and myself. Nothing did I oonoeal'-neither the 
mediately retired to execute it. In about balf«au- outrage which bad robbed me of my bonou#'*«ar 
hour a young woman, in an Buropoan dress, was the te&ptations to which Marion had sue- 
in^oduood into the boudoir ; and she threw her* cumbcd." * 

self MfMu her knees at the feet of the Queen. “ And what said these young men P” asked In* 

“ Bise, Amy,** sidd 'her Majesty : and then she dora. * 

made a sign tor air her ladies to retire. “Sit > “1 told thein» may it please your Majesty/' 
down by my side,** continued fjndora; “and tell continued Amy„ “of all ;;^our great kindiie,iB to* 
me how fares it now with your sister Marion P— wards us both,^and of the opportunity which you 
how has she home herself during the throe months had^afforded iny sister of reforming her oouduct. 
of my absence on my tour through idy kingdom P** 1 assured them that Marion was indeed^ deeply 
“ Ttsir Msjosty may judfe by my countenance,** peniteiH. In a word, n^y it please your Majesty, 
replied 'Amy Sutton, wnU a tone and look of the they will espouse ut if we hare your gracious per- 
deepest gratitude, *' whether 1 have reason to be mission.** 

rej'iiced at the conduct of my sister Ifpiun. 1 “Apd^ that permission will not bo refused, 
feeP convinced that she is thordlighly reformed— Amy,** rejoined the Queen. “Some such ides as 
that she is completely penitent f<g her past errors this 1 had certainly entertained : indeed 1 was in 
— and that no temptation could now possibly dra^ hope that you would oomtortably settle in my 
her aside from the path of virtue.** • dominions. Toere must be forgiveness for the 

“This is indeed gladdening in telligeneo, Abov/* erring who a^ truly penitent; and thus Marion 
said Indora. "‘‘And your sister is still pleased with must be forgiven 1 Oo to her— bring her .iither 
the secludod residence which 1 jillotted you — and let toe see your oontrito sister.*' 
both P" *1 Amy Sutton departed ; and in a short time she 

“ Oh ! call it not secluded,*’ exclaimed Miss returned, aMompanied, by Clarion. The latter— 
Sutton, in a tone of grateful enthusiasm., “ ahou so full-blown^ beauty in her own native dime— 
it possesses every charm to render it agreeable, had lost somewhat of the rich luxuriance df her 
How could Marioz? be otherwise than satisfied charms: but it seemed as if it were only the raere- 
witU such a sweet spot P A picturesguo villa— tricious glow that bad passed away, leaving her 
situated in the midst of a delicious garden, abound- more serious-lookiQg and with the air of one who 
lug iu all the choicest fruits and flowers of this was now more aooustomed to commune with her- 
urioiital dime— Oh ! how deep a debt ot grati* self. She threw herself at the Queen’s feet, and 
turlo do wo both owe to your Majesty and to your pressed to her lips the royal hand which she 
illustrious consort the King !’* moistened with her tears. The Queen bade her 

“ I am well rewarded for anything I have done rise: slio spoke kindly and encouragingly to her; 
for you both/* replied indora, “by finding that you and she gave her excellent advice, without the 
are grateful— by seeing that you are happy— and formality of a severe lecture. It was rather as a 
by hearing that your sister is so completely re* ^friend than'Vith the authority of a Sovereign that 
formed. I premised you, Amy, t hat whenever the Queen Indora thus spoke ; and her words pro- 
■ ' day caiie that you could p<isitively and truthfully ouced a powerful elect upon the young woiiian. 
assure mo of this reformation on your sister’s part, At length the two sisters retired, with the assur- 
T wouhl grant her an audience. Go and oonduet *uico that their *wolfa(o should aver be watched 
her hither.” '» >over by Qucpinfndora. ^ 

• For a moment there seemed to be some Utile if we wori^to glanco'*into another part of the royal 
hesitation and confusion on Amy Sutton’s part; palnco, we should find a steaily-lookiug, but a coq- 
and while th(,| blushes were still upon her cheeks, touted and rnneeisfui European, seated in a large 
she said, “ May it ploaao your Majesty^ both my- comfortable* apartment, with a quantity of pupers 
self and my sister have formed a fow vicquaint- boAsre* him. At liis right hand upon the table 
ances ; and amongst them— ” ’ stands an iron cash-box; and the lid being open, 

t “ 1 think,” interrupted Indora, smiling, “ that I its glittering contents of gold and silver ure re- 
can penetrate your meaning : aiyl if so, 1 may vealed. One after another the domestics of the 
save you the confusion of further avowals. It is Boydl Housohold enter this apartment, to receive 
' natural enough ! — that is, if my surmise be cor- their monthly salaries, as well as to render an ac- 
< rect. You have formed acquaintances — and count of the respective offices which they fill. The 
amongst them are doubtless two young men who Englishman speaks the native language with faci- 
have not beheld with indifference the*good looks lity : he maintains the proper dignity of a superior 
of Amy and Marion Sutton^ Is it not so?” ofiicial : but there is no undue pride about him — 

“ It is, your Majesty,” replied the young nothing that savours of arrogance in his manner : 

! woman, her cheeks still suffused with, blushes. be is calm and diusiness-like, with a kind wor t for 
“ And who are these young men P” asked the every one whp merits his approbatiou. He ovi- 
Queen, her eountenance gradually ‘becoming dontiy occupies a post of the highest trust and ooa- 
serious. • fidenoe : he holds no mean Vank in the royai palace ; 

Any Sutton replied to the quostton. tor the oriental costume which he wears is rich, ana 

“ A Captain and a Lieutenant in the B>yal he is treated with the utmost respect by ihuse who 
Quaiiil*' oontinued the Queen ; “ and I happon to thus in their tum* seek his presence. For this per- 
raoolleot them both. Yes— they are gomd-looking sqnage is none other than the faithful Mark, now 
young men. Biut have you refleoted» Amy— *Iuteadant of theBoyal Household in the palace or 
“ Gracious Queen,” responded the young woman, Xncierabad. 
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Let ui look into another apartment in that same " Indeed !** exolaimed the King: ^ has a orimi- 
palatial dwelling; and we shall find the King, also | nal’a righteous doom in some waj orertaken that 
seated at hia tek ; and his Majesty is busied with wretch at last t" 

a variety of offioial documents, as well as with other ' '* A doom, sire, {he most fearful— the most ter- 

eorrespondenoe. It is bis private cabinet y which ' rible 1** replied the offioial. *' It appears that 
we thus introduce our nader: it is splendidly fur- j three or fbur wandering Gossoons were passing 
nished ; and on one side there is an array of shelves through a Jangle in the neighbouring State— they 
oovered with volumes belonging to the beat lite* were on their way to a cavern, to which, as 1 un- 
rature of the European nations. Presently Queen derstand, they ocoasionally fedre when pretending 
Indora enters ; and a smile immediately appears onv to withdraw themselves froof the world for pur- 
the countenance of her husband as he rises to wel- i poses of self-mortidoation ; and while traversing 
oome her. She seats herself by hir side ; an^rfhe that jungle, they beheld a frightful spectacle, 
tells him all that has just taken place with the two The Englishn^an, still alive, was enfolded in the 
English sisters. coils of a monstrous reptile. ^ One of the Gbssoons 

** You have acted kindly and wisely, * s you happened to know something of him, I believe : 
alwaysdo,my beloved Indora," answered the King, he had seen him before,* in the very cavern to 
gasing with mingled affection and admiration upon which I am alluding—" 
the gloriously handsome countenance of his'splendid “Andsyou saj that the wretch still lived?" 
Queen. " I know those officers: they are steady, asked the Kipg, while horror was depicted oif his 
well-conducted young men ; and you ^1 perceive, owji oountenanoo as well as«,on that of the 
my Indora," continued his Majesty, taking up a Queen. 

paper, from a pile upon his desk, " that acooeding " Yes, sire— he still lived," rejoined the offioial. 
to the recommendation of their Colonel, I had "l^have just had the tale from the lips of the 
placed their names upon this list for speedy pro- Gossoons themselves ; and by the description of 
motion. 1 will see them to-morrow; and they the man, it ii unquestionably the same who 
shall assuredly wed these young women of their escaped*' from Inderabad. On beholding those 
choice." ' ^ Gossoons, he implored thorn in the most piteous 

Th«» Queen was gratified to find that the pr(j(>ct ^annertto help him. But ghat could they do ? 
experienced her husband's approval : and the King They had no fire-arms ; and even while the wretch 
proceeded to say, " The courier has just arrived was shrieking forth in his a|ony, the cods of the 
with the European letters ; and here are a number horrible rsptile were constricting all the more 
from our friends in the West. Look, Indora! tightly around him." 

these are for you : I recognise ffie writing of my ** Frightful though the man's death must have 
sweet young relative Christina. And here are two been," said the King, shuddering visibly, " it is 
or three from Christian to myself. Let us read, not cruel nor uncharitable to declare that it was 
and then compare notes." only an adequate retribution for the appalling 

For some little time the royal couple were crimes of which, to our certain knowledge, he has 
occupied with their correspondence; and when been guilty." 

they bad concluded, they again loo]fed at each The official withdrew; and the King, following 
other. « up the spirit of his former observations, said to 

"Christian tells me," said^the King, "that he the Queen, "Bo true it is, my beloved Indora, ^ 
has every reason to believe my young friend Stan- that there is punishment in this world* for the 
ley— whose father, by the bye, has been created a wicked, and that ^oner or later God's vengeance 
Peer— is making* an impression upon the heart ofj will alight upon their heads I" 

Christina.” . | ' 

"Ohl then, 1 see, that you are lAt more than • 

half in the secret, Bertram 1" replieUndora, with 

a gay and cheerful smile ; " for fne amiable Chns- OHAPTEB CLXCY. 

tina has written me several long letters, in,v^ieh • 

she frankly explains her feelings towards Major ^ * THB bxbopiiov. 

BtfiCiley— HUid in short she loves him." 

"Ah! is it soP' ejaculated the King. **Then HoBBUXOvaBB Lane Gaol is the CoUnty Prison 
1 am indeed truly delighted 1" « for Surrey ; and therefore persons committing 

"I always iUt convinced," said Queen Indora, penal offences on the southern side of the Thames, 

** that so well-principled, pure-minded, and excel- are committed to that sinister establishment instead 
lent a girl as Christina would triumph successfully of to Newgate. 

over the hallucination which for a time had In a condemned cell at that Surrey prison we 
taken possession of her in respect to Lord Octa- shall find Barbara Smedley. She had been con- 
^iaa/* vioted at the Oentr&l Criminal Court, on the 

" Ah I there is a postscript to the latest of clearest evidence, of having been an acromplioe in 
Christian's letter!," exclaimed the* King. "I had the murder of Joseph Preston at the little house 
overlooked it I Tes— it is indeed true : the B:on. which she and her husband, together with her 
Major Stanley has been impted by Christina." mother, Mrs. Webber, occupied at the time in 
At this moment the door of the royal cabinet ! Lambeth. Thf* wretched woman knew that there 
opened; and an offioial made His appearance. was no earthly hope for her; and yet she seemed 
"Tidings^ may it please your .Majesties, have moot impenitent. When she stood in the dock 
lust iooehed ludera^" said the official, — and was spked the usual question why sentence of 
** and horrible tidings they are too— rela| dfath sho^d not be pronounced, she Bid insolently 

tivo to that Englishman who escaped some time pbaded that inasmuch as her husband, who was a 
from one of the State prisons." participator in the same orlm^ had only been con- 




VKi mr i T iBii i flv m ooimT. 


405 


damned to .transportation for life, it would bo ** a 
burning shame" to send her to the soalTold. The 
Jud^ considerately remonstrated with her,— repre- 
senting that her husband had arailed himself of a 
special offer made bj the Goremment, and by 
giving tlw great criminal Barnes into custody, he 
had obtained that mercy which was promised in 
the placard issued by tfte Secretary of State. Still 
Mrs. Smedley reasoped with a bold hardihood 
against the judgefi argument^— vowing that as 
long as her husbwd was suffered to live, it woula 
be nothing short of downright murder to inflict 
the extreme penalty upon herself. Sentence was 
however pronounced; and when the awful judg- 
ment of the law M delivered, Bab Smedley was 
borne^hrieking, yelling, and vociferating horribly, 
from the dock. 

She Vas now in Horsemonger Lane Gaol— in a 
ebamber formed of massive aasonryfand with 
huge iron bars at the window*. This window looked 
upon a passage that was well watched ; and Ih^ 
even if she removed the bars, es^pe would ne 
next to impossible. Bemove those bars indeed! 
Many a stsong vfgoiyius man had been in*that 
same cell, under a similar sentence, and there had 
been no escape. Oould she— a comparatjglly weak 
feeble woman— do that which the powerful arftis 
of stalwart men could not accomplish P Bo, no!— 
She knew that she chuld not: she had niither saw 
nor ille— she had i|pt so much as a nail wjierewith 
to work ! 

The door was massive t the walls werb of a thick- 
ness that defied penetration. She was as if en- 
tombed in a sepulchre 1 And yet the threshold of 
the grave had not yet been passed by her : she was 
still living— living to endure a terrible death ! Did 
remorse strike her P Bo : she experienced not com- 
punction for the crimes of which she had been 
guilty : but she gnashed her teeth with rage — and 
her eyes glared— and her form quivered with fury 
— qnd she clenched her fists until the nails almost 
I penet^ted into the flesh, — at the idea that the 
world, as she termed it, had got the better of *her 
and that the law had mastered her. 

The chaplain visited her, and endeavoured t% 
reason her into a bettor frame of mind: but 
she listened sullenly and gloomily. She did 
not choose ^o display her fiercer passions in the 
presence of* the reverend gentleman, for fear lest 
he should report her as insubordinatp, and she 
might be subjected to even a sterner coercion than 
^ that which she experienced. But when the chap- 
lain bad quitted her cell, she laughed scornfully : 
it was like the mocking laugh *of a fiend. The 
truths of religion had not touched her: death had 
no terrors for her in respect to the world which 
lies beyond the grave. It was only on account of 
the fact of being cut short in the pidst of her 
earthly career, that she f^lt so deeply ; and this 
depth of feeling was as far removed from true con- 
trition as the poles are asunder. It was, as the 
reader has seen, the malicious fury of a fiend— the 
concentrated rage of a demoness— in having been 
triumphed over by the world and the law. 

She was allowed to take a littlfi exereise, either 
in a courtyard at stated hour^ or in the passage 
aommunicating with her own oelL She pi^erred 
the latter., Bhs did not want^ she said; to be made 
a apectaole to the other prismrst it was enmln 
to have to look forward to the day when she wmdd 


become a spectacle for thousands in all the neigh, 
bourhood the gaol. 

There were several other cells in the array 
with her own, opening into the'* same passage. 
These oells were allotted to female prismier^ho 
had oommitted very serious offences. A oouple of 
days after Bab Smedley*s condemnation— and 
wl^e she was walking to and fro in the passage— 
the iron gate at the end was opened to give ad- 
mission to some new prisoner. This was an elderly 
woman, who was so overcome by grief and was 
weeping so bitterly, that %he had to be sustained 
b^he turnk^ who was oondnoting her in. 

Another candidate for up aloft P" asked Bab 
Sme<%y, thus alluding to the scaffold: for at 
Horsemonger Lane GmI public executions take 
place on the roof of the mam building. 

" B^ quite so bad as that," answe^ the turn- 
key, diluted with the flippant hardihood of the 
condemned woman, and yet not choosing to speak 
harshly to her front the foot that she seas con- 
demn^ 

"Well, what is it, thenP** demanded Babi and 
without waiting for a reply, she said to the new 
prisoner, "Gome, my go^ dame, it’s no use 
whimpering here. All (be tears in the world 
won't melt down these wills or soften the iron 
bars." • 

" Oh, my hegvens ! to think that it should have 
happened at last 1" moaned the new prisoner, with 
bitterest lamentation^ as she wrung her hands in 
despair; and Bab Sinedley now discovered that 
she was a foreign woman from the peouliarity of 
her accent. " That villain Bhadbolt— " 

"Ah I he is safe under look and key likewise— 
if that’s any consolation to you," said the gaol 
official. 

" I know itl" exclaimed Madame Angelique— 
for she the new prisoner was ; "and it is the only 
consolation I To think that I should have been so 
mad I’’— and she again gave way to her lamenta- 
tions. o 

She was now consigned to a cell ; and the turn- 
key locked herein, l^ause the.pyison-rules would 
not permit thp condemned oaptiv&lBarbara Smed- 
ley to hold oonversation with any other inmate. 

" Who i^ she P and what has she done P" asked 
Bab Smedb^ of^the turnkey. 

" She was once a famous milliner— and something 
else too— at the West End of the town," replied 
the turnkey. " She retired, as everybody thought, on 
a g^ fortune— and had a beautiful vUla at'Brix* 
ton. But a little while ago she seemed suddenly 
to lose the best part of all she bad— that is to say if 
she ever had it: and she took up with a fellow named 
Shadbolt, who was onoe in the deteotive force. A 
precious scamp he is— though 1 daresay that this 
Frenchwoman knew a trick or two; and didn’t re- 
quire much temptation to lead her to do what she 
has done." 

"And what, is that P" asked Bab Smedley. 

"Just a little bit of forgery," responded the 
turnkey. ’'Of oourse having been in such a good 
way of business, the ^miobwomaa was pretty well 
acquainted with ijie signatures of many'nobleinea 
and rich gentlemen who used to pay their wivesP 
bills by ineans.of cheques ; and perhaps she mighl 
have ^ some of their letters .by her. Hewevst; 
let that be as it may, she and this Shadbolt tried to 
make up a good purse before bolting off together 


t 
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to France or America, or heaven knows where. So companionable dijKourRe P— as I daresKj we aha'n*t 
they manufactured three or four chequeR; they got be very long allowed to be neighbours together.” 
the money for^a oouple—they were fimnd out when “Who are you? and what have yo« done?” 
presentipg the third'-aud now they’ve been com- inquired Madame *Ange]iqiie. “But tell me!” 


mir.ved for trial.” 


sue added, with a shudder : “ where is that 


And that will bn tranaportation for life, * ob- woman who was condemned to death two dayi 


served Bab Smedloy. 


ago P I hope in the namt of heaven she is not 


“Just so,” replied the turnkev, as ho unlocked near us I 1 should dream of nothing but gibbets 
the gate at the end of the passage to let himself and scaffolds * 

^ ^ ( “ Don’t bo a fool 1” inteijleted Bsb Smcdley, 

“ Well, for my part,” rejoined Bah, “ I*d sooner who could not pretent her countenance from as. 
out one caper and have done with i^ off-hand.”^ suraing a ghastly look. Should you like to sec 
The turnkey flung a look of pity upon the the woman P” 

hardened woman : but ho percoivort that her at- “ No yJs ! ” replied Madame Angelique. 

tempt to smile was a hideously sickiy one~^»ud lie “Yes, yes I i should liHo to see one who uioRt bo 
knew tnerefore that though she pretended she more miserable than myseV: for there would bo a 
would rather suffer death than bo doomed to trans- consolation oven in tlhatP* 


portation for life, yet that in her own heart she 
envied the comparatively happy position of Ma* 


“ Don\ make so sure,” rejoined Bab Smedley, 
that the woman'yqu speak of is so uncominofdy 


dame Angelique. Wo may here remind the miserable ” ^ ^ 

reader that the Frenchwoman had lust the greater ^ ‘^Not miserable!” cried Madame Angelique. 
portion of the ilUgotten gains of her former mode “Good heaveciR ” 

of life, by having been compelled to assign them to “ liush ! — not so loud ! W® shall bo overheard 
ebaritable institutions according to the decree by those scamps of turn keyb : and will pretty 
which Queen Indora had pronounced from fne soon rr^ke us hold our tongues!” 
judgment seat in the ifjemorable tribunal at Oak* ^ “ Yousat all events seem to take your lot care* 
lands. In a fit of desperation Madame Angelique lessly enough,” said Madame Angelique, now 
had subsequently thrown herself eotfroly into the spenking^in a low voice agajyi; and it was with 
handJof tue unprincipled scoundrfi Shadbolt ; and a species of envy that she contemplated this 
the reader has now seen the result of this fatal in* woman .who to outward appet/^ance was so indif- 
timacy. The idea which had so often haunted ferent to t^o fact of being the inmate of a gaol, 
her— namely, that of finding herself m a ertminal ” I suppose you are nut going to remain liere 
prison— was now realiicd ; and she knew that her long?” 

doom would be transportation. Much altered was “ No— not long,” replied Barbara Smedley : but 
she during the last few months. She bad lost her it now struck Madame Angelique that she had 
embonpoint .* she hod grown comparatively tbiii : a strange look. “ My tune’s up next Monday 
her looks were haggard— her cheeks ail the more week ” 

■0 through the absence of the rouge that was wont ” So soon P” ejaculated the ex.tnilhner : and she 
to colour them : her eyes were sunken and hollow ; heaveil a deep mgh of envy. 


some of her false teeth were gone, ^s for the 
state of her mind, it was more horrible than we 


“ Yes -Sf) soon,” rejoined Mrs. Smedley. 
Mtidaroe Angeliquo’s attention was now more 


can possibly describe : for She had but a very thyi e\er riveted upon the woman’s countenance, | 
vague idea of what tratispor|ation actually mfruit over which (heir appeared to sweep a look of such j 
—and through /ibis very ignorance' she was all the wild intense horror that it seemed to inrlieato any- | 
more terrified, as in iuiHgination she Fdalised it. She ttbiog but a real caVousness or inddrerence. A I 
pictured to herself gangs of felons, feiqple as well as strange suspicion began to hover in the mind of , 
male, working together in chains— in^t he midst of the ex.milliner: for she recollected that the re- 
swamps swarming with reptiles, cr o^lorests ren' ceutly condemned murderess was to^be executed 
dered hideous by the howling ot wild beasts i she on Monday week ; and the ooincideneo of this 
shuddered at the fearful long voyage acro&s the woman’s tf.atement relative to the period of her 
■eim f m short, the ex-milliner of a fkshiouable ^iwn liberation, togetlier with that look which had I 
rei^n of the West End was now as abject^ and just swept over her features, engendered the idea « l 
miserable a wretch as any unfortunate vagrant that she herself might possibly be the doomed 
whom she hsd ever turned away trom her tlooV. wretch. 

When looked up in the gloomy cell— that cell “ You wanted to see the woman who is to be 
which even in the middle of summer seemed to hanged,” said Barbara, affecting a laugh— but it 
strike a cold horror deep down to her very vitale was hollow, and died into a sepulchral gurgle in 
—she threw herself on the hard pallet, and gave bar throat ; and boro she is 1” 
way to her grief. She did not hear that there was “ You P” ejaculated,. Msdame Angelique i for 
a loud knock at the little trap in tho huge mas. even now she could scarcely believe lier cars, 
sivedoor; and that knock was repeated several “Yes — 11” responded Bab Smedley, exerting 
times before it aroused Madame Aqgelique from every effort to maintain an air of bravado. “ And 
the ffoful condition into which she was plunged, why nut P 1 suppose 1 have had my day ; and 1 
At length she heard it ;« and starting up, she I may as well go next Monday week as live on. 
kaetened' to open the little trap. The woman « The turnkey tolfl me you were sate to be trans. 
whom ihe hod seen in the passage, now met her ported ; and 1 consider myself a happier woman 
view. than you. Why, aoooer than 1 would be sent out 

“ Oorne,” she said, “ what*e the use of yoi» of the country in a dreadful oonvict-skip, to eo- 
taking on like this? It won't mend matters, X dufo all sorts of horrors^ I would mount th«‘ scaf* 
.suppoie; and why can't yon and 1 have a Kttle foil elieeriully." 
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Nt» I” eaid Mftdame Angelique : “ jou are da- Cheughti grow oonfuied as ihe tiiaa to eonjaotttro 
reiTing me-vou hare not the slightest adrantage But at all events he is sinoere-and that b luilU 
over me I lam happier than you! You know eienti for he is performing his promise— Iw is 
it — ^you feel it I It is a useless endeavour on your guiding her to fr^om. l^oy thread the stone 

part to persuade yourself passages : they walk on tiptoe-their ^menta 

** Don't tell me that!> don't dare speak to me rustle not— they proceed with the stealthinefiNif 
in such a wayl** cried Barbara Smedley; <'or £ ghosts* Her kind feiend, whose generosity is so 
will tear your eyes oqt and her features be- unaceountable, possesses the key of every door 
eame livid, not entirely with rage, but with the that stands betwixt herself and feeodom } and each 
intense horror of ^r* thoughts as she keenly felt is opened in its turi?. How fatoOyable are all dr- 
the truth of all thdt the Ifeenchwoman had been^ onmstanceo I— no other offioid of the gaol appears 
fust saying to her. • —no ono Mroes forward to olTer the slightest do- 

Madame Angelique was frightened at Barbara lesMtion nor to bar their way | and thils the eouirt- 
Smedley's appearance : she looked ii if she were a yard is reached. It is traversed— Ah! now they 
tiger oat about to fly at her; and tbs ex-millinor are at the great gates of the building. But what 
closecyihe little trairin t\i0 massive door. will tUb friendly turnkey do P hoW akn he contrive 

Shortly afterwards the turnkey came to look Bab to open them P But strange !— the polrtor does 
Smedley up in her cell again ; and the miserable not come forth ; and her generous guide has got 
woman felt a despondency was creeping ^ver her,— the kejn of these * gates likewise. The wicket 
a ibespundency which she could hot possibly shake opens— she passes nut— she turns to thank him — 
off— a depression which defied ^11 her oiforis to but he is gone. And now she forgets precisely 
struggle against. She endeuvouied to sing— ^ what turning sho takes to get away from the 
hum a tune— to force her lips to reimat aloud the dreadful prison she has just lefts but sto finds her- 
declaration that sbg would sooner be exocutid on self groping along through lanes and alleys which 
the scaffold *than condemned to transportation : get narrower and darker, and less practicable the 
but all ‘was of no avail. Miseny of miyd was fuilher she procet^ds It is as if she were in a 
growinT upon her apace,— till at lengtka she sat tnase which becomes more* and raor bewildering 
down upon thsT pallet in her cell, and gave way to the deeper she pluugea into it. She is brightened : 
her rofloctioDs. her liberty stAms to be of no use to her : she has 

But it was when night came, and aho was in an appalling swise of progressing neareiP and 
Ihe utter darkness #f this cell, that her thoughts nearer to some terrific danger which wilt suddenly 
grew the most harrowing. There she yas, in the overwhelm her. And yet she must Continue to 
full vigour of lile — in a few days to become a flounder on through the inieuse darknees ; for to 
corpse! She would be placed in a cofiin; and the turn baok is to retrace her way to the prison 
horrible idea stole into her brain that when in whence she has escaped. All of a audden a*hand 
that colEn sho would have the suffocating sense of is laid upon her shoulder— *>myrisds of Lights 
knowing that she was there. She could nut fancy spring up around her— tbo narrow alley through 
that this life which was now so vigorous, could so which the was groping her way swarms with con- 
utterly pass away as to leave her luanimate as a stables — her name is vociferated ■ — and she 
marble statue — unsusceptible of whatsoever sbo wakes, to find it all a dream ! 
was now enabled to feci, lu know, or to think of.^ Heaven \lone could tell how long this dream 
With such thoughts as these she writhed and had lasted: hut whether it bad endured for a 
J tossed ^pon her bed: she pressed her hands to ^er space equivalent to that which the incidents them- 
brifws t(» subdut' tbo terrible activity ot her brain ; selves seemed to occupy, or whether all its elabo- 
nnd then she strove to settle herself tohlcup: — but rated details h&d actually been •condensed into a 
hours passed ere slumbt'r stohi upon her eyes. <»far moro hmPwd compass in respeef^to time,— cer* 
Ah ! what was this ?— why was the door open- tain it is that the womVi had been dragged through 
iiig P and who was now stealing in ? 'W'’a8 it m- all the yariauons of the strong feelings, emotions, 

d(‘ed the tur||key’s voice that bade her speak low and sensatiims t|)at could have veritably pertained 
as he bent oven her couch, nnil told her that he to the progress of realities. So exhausting was the 
had come to save her P Could sho pussikly believe influAce oi all she had thus felt, and so over- 
hirn P Oh, if there were a light that sho might! powering was tho crowning disappointment, that 
^ distingiush his counteoaucu in order to discern she for some time as if unable to move, ^he 
whether be were mocking her or not ! He bids light of morning was glimmering in at the barred 
her rise and hastily huddle on bof clothcN— hut to window; and the configuration of the vaulted cell, 

bo sure and not make the slightest noise, for fear as well as tbo iew objects that were in it, were dis- 

lest on alarm should be raised and the proceodinga oernible with sufficient clearness to convince her 
should be discovered. Ob, how eager for freedom is that she was really tho inmate of a dungeon, and 
she now !— but in the strong suspeq^ie, the wild that it was no horrible halluoination which her 
hope, and the tremendoug fear which she oxpe- fevered brain had conjured up. Yoe— she was a 
riences, she trembles so that she can scarcely put condemned woman ; and she was to perish on the 
on her apparel. At length it is done; and she gibbet! ^ 

follows the turnkey from the cell. She is la the Day after day now passiMl ; and sho saw no 

passage:— oven the air of that stone corridor, more of Madame Angelique: for the Yrenclb> 
though 'tis still within the prison- walU, suems to woman was afraid of bgr/and would not open the 
inspire her lungs with the vivifjftng freshness of trap-door when 8l\p knew that Barbara 'Smedley 
freedom's atmosphere. The turnkey unlocks tho was taking exorcise in the passage. The ohapliio 
iron gate. Why is bo thus befriending her P why continued to visit her; but she still showed ao 
is he riskim; everything on his own account to save contrition. She was very, vesy miserable— but 
htixfeom tU gallows P She knows not ; and^er jiffbt penitent. Her hardihood was bieakiag— but 
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sot in the ligh^ mom. It wm leaving her s pMj for s short time, while she roM and apparelled her- 
to horror, to anguish, to the direst alarms— we Mlf. This she did meohanioallj, Ht the suggestion 
might even asj to an eicruoiation of mental of the malroif; and then the chaplain returned. 
agoniM : but still it awakened not in her a true She listened to him with eym eipressive of a 
MDse of the #eftil position in which she wm placed, dreamy vacancy; %he appeared not to comprehend 
,^r*time was drawing on i day after day wm what he wm mying, but only to be conacioua of 
going by I one more day wm pMt— the fatal one, the droning sound of a human voice in her ears. 
M it appvoaehed, wm SMuming a hideous substan- Thus nearly two houML passed ; and then the 
tiality, lUm a spmtral form emerging from a mist matron, who had retired lor a time, brought in the 
and taking oolossal proportijns. Still there wm condemned woman's brealdiut She ate and drank 
no penitence. Of wretch^eM and woe, of deepMt, all that wm Mt before her / but everything she 
depress i on and profoundmt dMpondency— of all now did, seemed „to be marked ^ by the listleM 
thsM WM she the prey x but she had no true^ re- apathy of an idiot. 

mens. The Sunday came on which what is chlled At length an incident occurred which startled 
** the condemned Mrmon" wm to be preached ; and her into a vividly frightful mnm of her appalling 
the chaplain delivered a discourM which ha hoped position. The door epened > the OoverQjor and 
might touch her heart. She rocked herMlf to and the Under-Sheriff entered* the cell : but there was 
fro in the oondemned pew 4 and when the cere- some one behind them— a man who linpered on 
mony wm over, she wm so weak and ffint that the threshold. This wm the executioner. Bab 
she had to lean on the arm of a turnkey to get Smodley started up to her feet, her countenance 
back to her cell. Then the chaplain visited her : convulsed with horror ; and then she suddenly 
but he found her still impenetrable to the feelings abandoned hermlf to the wildest and most pas- 
with which he piously sought to imbue her. She sionate lamentations. When her anguish had 
had now a matron or nurse remaining al^getber somewhat subsided, and she hfid resumed her Mat, 
with her: for an apprehonsion wm entertained thi chaplain thought it a fitting Opportunity to 
that in her desponding condition she might«>at- renew his weU-meant ministrations : but the 
tempt suicide. Ob, what a glorious illustration of wretobedl woman listened not to him— she sat 
the merciful nature of ou^ law, which takes such rooking herMlf to and fro, moaning piteously, 
lealotts care of thoM whom it is about to hang I The executioner approached ; she rushed to a 
Tfab hours went by x and though she did nothing corner of the cell— she wildly bade him keep off, 
to beguile the time— opened no book, conversed if he valued his life. Bemoestrances were vain ; 
not with the matron, nor on this day took exer- and force bad to be uMd in order to keep her still, 
ciM in the passage— yet did the minutes flit pMt while the executioner pinioned her arms in the 
M if on the wings of a hurricane : for the nearer usual manner. 

her doom approved, the more quickly went the Then she felt herself to be utterly powerless ; 
time. Just when she would have had it drag itMlf and death already seemed staring her in the face, 
along M if with leaden feet, it flew pMt her with A sudden revulsion of feeling took place within 
the speed of a race-horM } her ; and she implored the chaplain to speak words 

It WM not until a late hour that she put off her of consolation. He did his duty, according to the 
apparel and lay down on her pallet. She had Mt manner in which be understood it, by Msuring her 
up and kept awake m long m she could, in order that that there wm a possibility of pardon tor one who 
she should not be cheated by slumber of the time expressed and felt contrition even on the very 
that yet remained for her to «ive. So exhausted ve^ge of the grave ; and the miserable woiFun now ' 
WM she by the barrowing emotions that raged clutched eagerly at the promise. The procession 
within her, that l>lcep almost immediately visited wm formed ; it issued from the cell- and the Mcent 
her eyM; and['*thus she slept for some hours, — a-^to the roof of the prison wm commenced. 
dreamleM sleep so far m she understood it— but The top of the gaol wm reached ; and then, as 

yet a feverish one, m the vigilant matron perceived the oondemned woman flung her looks around, 
that it was. what a living ocean wm spread before her eyes ! — 

But, Ah I what ominous Munds ar3 thoM which what oountleM multitudes were gathered about the 
now break upon the ears of the condemned women P place !— add all to see a fellow-creature die ! She 
A candle ia burning dimly in the cell; and she '^vas closely attended by the chaplain; and until 
starts up in affright. She listens : there is a ham- the instant when that mass of upturofod human 
mering— a knocking : carpenters are at work, faces met her vu^w, she had appeared to be listen- 
She comprehends what it is : the scaffold is being ing to the words which were flowing from his lips, 
erected on the roof of the gaol ! Each blow of But now she suddenly stopped short : she gMped 
the hammer Moms to strike upon her very brain : for breath : she would have fallen had not the Go- 
every fresh sound appears to touch a obo^ thrill- vernor and the Undor-Sheriff been ready to sustain 
ing with horrible coldnem to her very heart’s core. her. Until *her appearance upon the roof of the 
The matron endeavours to direct her attention to gaol, there had been courersation amidst the crowd 
the more Mrious duty of preparing to receive the -laughing, jesting, practical joking, and all those 
chaplain ; for it is now pMt Ave m'olook in the indecencies of behaviour which are characteristio 
morning, and tha reverend gentleman is expected, of such a scene in England. But when that 
But the oondemned woman hears her not : all her doomed woman emerged upon the summit of the 
thoughts seem to be riveted in an pppalled manner gaol, a dead silence fell upon the multitude; it 
upon thoM sounds that reverberate so dull, so SMmed m if the^ myriads of Babel itMlf had been 
heavy, and with such ominous reiteration through suddenly stricken dumb. The voice of the chap- 
,the odi. lain wm clearly audible to a considerable distance; 

The chaplain made his appearance; but on flnd^ and the prison-bell wm tolling the Imell of her 
bg that the prisoner wm still in bed, ho retired f wh^ wm about to die. 
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Tot^tbe buriBi-BMrTioe wm being leid, end tbe 
knell wee being tolled, for one who wee jet elire— 
one who, if pe^on were at that initant aeeorded, 
might jet live on for manj a long, long jeer f — 
for one who bad no mortal aiekneed that had 
brought her to the rergq of the grare, but who 
•phjaicallj wai hale^ heartj, and strong, with all 
life's principles potent and unimpaired within her, 
and who in respect to dge was onlj in her prime ! 
Tet was she alreadj treated as one who belonged 
no more to this world— one* who was alreadj 
dead— an animated corpse, proceeding bj some 
strange mechanism towards the gil^t, where tor 
one whole hour bj t^e clock she wn to be igno* 
minious{j suspcj'.ded: And* thus for her the aer- 
rice for the dond was Ueing recited— the solemn 
knell was being tolled I 

And amidst that multitude of mjriada oonpe- 
gatc^ in the neighbourhood of tbe gaol— pressing 
bard up against the barricades— denselj packed, in 
ererj street, court, and alley whence a glimpsi 
could be obtained of death's hideous paraphernalia 
—covering tl^ house-tops — even mounted umn 
the very chimnejs themlelves amidst this mightj 
assemblage, we saj, there were Ixdngs of h§r own 
sex— females who had eome to witness hdir execur 
tion, just in tbe same waj that thej would flook to | 
a pageant or a fair— to witness the Sovereign open 
Parliament, to feast their ejes upon the Lord 
Major's Show, or td treat themselves with •a trip 
to Greenwich on “Whit-Mondaj. Oh t-*-and what 
was more hideous still, manj of those woman had 
children in their arms. Frightful inoculation 
from the foulness of the gallows for that jouthful 
offspring!— terrible infection for the juvenile pro* 
genj, from that enormous and loathsome plague- 
spot upon tbe civilisation of this countrj ! 

The wretched woman ascended tbe few steps 
leading to the platform of the gibbet — tbe Chap* 
lain on one side, the Under-Sboriff on the other— 4 
• the executioner immediatelj behind — the (governor ^ 
*^and soAe other ofEcials of the prison a little waj 
in the rear. O heaven ! wbat.a haggard, gbastlj 
look— how full of deep ineffable horror that glance, 
which the doomed woman Arew upward to the 
° black ominous cross-beam and the chain with the 
hook that was dangling there to receive tbe noose 
of the halter w^ich was alrcadj tied around her 
neck I She could no longer sustain hesMlf bj her 
own Toluntarj power : she was supported bj thoie^ 
who attended on Itor last moments. The exera- 
'*tioner— one of the experteit professors of the dia- 
bolioal art of strangulation as applied to bis fellow- 
creatures — u man who had most suooestfullj 
graduated in this science, and whoee experiences 
wore associated with the tragic ends of all tbe 
great criminals who for the past dosen or twenty 
jears had suffered death bj the law'a Vengeance in 
this oountrj, — the executihner, we eaj, was not 
long at his fsarful work. He placed the woman 
I on the verj centre of tbe drop : in a moment tbe 
halter was attached to the chain t in the twinkling 
of an eje the knot was so noouratelj turned under 
tbe left ear that it should press upon a vital parti 
and then the sinister form of the oxeoutioner du- 
appeared as auddenlj as if be had melted into thin 
air. He had this faculty of gliding gboft-like awaj 
from the platform the ver j moment his horifble, 
preliminaries were aeeomplished t but it was onty to 
penetrate beneath that platform, to do all the rest! 
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The finger of the executioner drew baea the 
bolt wbioh euftained tbe dropi it fell— and the 
doomed woman, after struggling fsarfullj for a 
few minutes, osasad to exist. Forgone |^r, bj 
the clodc— as appointed bj the Sheriffs— did **he 
bodj bafigi for that whole hour did the gathered 
multitudes remain to gSM upon it;— and then 
onee more did the exeoutioner make his appear- 
anoe upon the platform. This time it was to cut 
giown tbe corpse, and lower it into the coflln 
which had been placed beneath the drop to receive 
it. f,Then workmen spaecfilj oame to remove the 
gibbet: the crowd melted awaj— the piekpookets 
glided off with their booty— and for the remainder 
of tha^atal Mondaj all tbe publio-houses in the 
neighbourhood did an oxoellent business. Doubt- 
less some of the publioans thought of the old 
odage— fithat it is* an ill wind whioh blows no- 
bodj snj good and perhaps, if the truth were 
known, manj of them would not have been verj 
mueh displeased to have a hanging in the neigh- 
bourhood every Mondaj morning. 


CONgLUSlON. 

s 

Bsfobb Isjing^own the pen in reepect In the 
present narrative, it only remains for ua to rseoinl 
a few last partieulsrs concerning some of the moat 
prominent eharaoters who have figured upon the 
stage of our story. 

The young Duke of Msrehmont led the lovely 
Isabella Vincent to the altar ; and a happy day 
was it whioh united this youthful pair whose at- 
taohment had been marked by so much oonstanoy 
and devotion. There has been but a lapse of few 
years sines^tbo solemnisation of this bridal: but 
judging from the felioity which tbe Duke and 
Duohess of Marobmont have hitherto experienoed 
in their married stafo, it is only just and reason- 
able to argue tlpit tbip same sunshine of bliss will 
endure until the end. There is sq muob conge- 
niality in theiF dispositions— each possesses a heart 
so Busoeptible of tbe warmest and sinoerest affeo- 
lions— both, ire so imbued with virtuouc principles 
and with the purest thoughts- that it were im- 
possible for their union to be otherwise than a 
ha^py one. 

Lady Christina Vivian did not mistak^^tbe 
nature of heir own feelings, nor misoaloulate the 
•trqpgth of her mind, when she assured her brother 
at Oaklands that she had completely triumphed 
' over tbe hallucination whioh for a time bad pos- 
sessed her in respect to Lord Octavian Meredith. 
She aocepted the suit of the high-minded, the 
I handsome, and the well-principled Bobert Stanley; 
and in due time she aooompanied him to the altar. 
By the recent death of bis father, he has inherited 
tbe Peerage of Vandeleur; and thus all that rank, 

I riohes^ and the heart's affection can possibly com* 

I bine together in order to, achieve the happiness of 
i mortals, belongs to the lot of Lord gnd Lady 
I Christina VandeleAr. 

It is with equal pleasure that we have to report 
favourably of ne matrimonial career of Lord and 
Cady OoUvian Hmredith sinoe they were re-united 
in France, Ootavian himself recovered, as Chris- 
tina had done, from an hallucination whioh threat- 
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eaed to mar all hi§ bappiaoM ; and if he tbiaka of 
the past, it is only that be may make all the more 
complete atonement to the amiable Zoe for tho 
preMot and for the future. And, Oh I is not Zoo 
h^self happy P Yes! — and ail the more so, bo- 
cause this glorious sunlight of bliss was for a 
period so little foreseen, — at that period, we mcau, 
when self- exiled from her heme, she dwelt in tho 
Old Chateau in the South Sf France. Lord and 
Lady Octavian Meredith returned to England 
shortly after the marriago of Christina ; and what 
a happy day was that \)n which the two anpable 
friends were again looked in each other’s arms. 
No syllable relative to tho past was spokea: and 
yet there were looks exchanged which Convoyed 
assurances of mutual happiness as well as pledges 
of imperishable amity. 

An affectionate correspondence is maintained 
between Christian and Christina in England, and 
tho King and Queen of Inderabad in that far-off 
oriental clime : and the Tossels which plough tho 
seas between the Eritish ports and Calcutta, fre- 
quently bear choice gifts from ono side to the 
other, — those reciprocal testimonials of a perma- 
nent and affectionate friendship 1 And while in 
England they hear of how the kingdom of In- 
derabod has indeed beoomo the model State of 
ilindostan, the rulers of that kingdoln on the other j 
han(Proad from time to time, with ineffable deh»,ht, | 
in the London newspapers which are forwarded to I 
them, of how tho Duke of Marohmnnt and Lord 
Yamioleur, Obrlstina’s husband, are distinguishing | 
themselTos in tho British Senate, and how their 
Toices are invariably raised in favour of liberty, 
justice, and human rights. 

Sir Edgar and Lady Beverley are as happy in 
their marriage-state os those fund couples of which 
we have been speaking ; and the sincerest friend- 
ship subsists between them, tho Marohmouts, tho 
Vandeleurs, and Che Merediths. Tho huppincss< 
of Sir Eugar and Lady Beverley experienced how- 
ever a passing shade, thrown'by the tragic fate of 
Mrs. Ozonden: for steeped^ in iniquities though 
she were, Laurr. could not forgot tliat aha was her 
sister. • 

The reader will not have forgottev tho solonin 
lesson delivered to Mrs. Oxendon by ^^ueon liidura 
on the oocusion of that momorailo st euu at O.ik- 
lands, when her Majesty sat upon tho^dread 
tribunal. But, as we lotiinatod ut the time, in- 
dora's words, impressive though they were, could 
produce no effect upon a heart so hardouuJ as 
that of Mrs. Oxenden. 'VViion liberated ^om 
Oaklands, this selfish, worldly -tnitided, unprinci- 
pled woman hastened back to London, and endea- 
voured to find her lato paramour Alexis Oliver. 
But ibo soon discovered that the intimation she 
bad received from tho Queen at Oaklands was sub- 
stantially oorrcct— and that this young man, having 
felt the degradation of tho position in which he 
was living upon the gold of an sbat.doned female, 
had sought, under tho auspices of bis forgiving 
family’s countenance and interest, the means for 
carving .out an honourdulo career for him- 
self. Mrs. Oxendon subsequently succeeded in 
captivating a foreign Ambassador, who placed 
her in a sumptuous mansion and iurroundod her 
with all luxuries. Her extravagances knew nc. 
bounds : but her infatuated protector, being 
immensely rich,, ministered to thorn without 


a murmur. Whoso equipage was more splendid 
than that of Mrs. Oxendon P^what lady-equestrUn 
displayed more ^oautiful steeds in the places ot 
public resort than the mistress of the foreign Am- 
bassador P‘ But ono day there waa alarm and con- 
stornatiun in Hyde Perk, — pedeatrians running 
along frantically, with tlie expectation of beholding 
some frightful tragedy — equipages moving as 
quickly as possible out bf^the way of a steed 
which waa galloping like the whirlwind, and over 
which the lady-ric^er appeared to have lost all con- 
trol. For a while, however, she retained her seat 
in a manner which proved that though the animal 
itself was no longer under her restraint^ her self- 
possession was not lost. Thds, for upwaijls of ten 
minutes was she borne aldng with the speed of the 
hurricane, -^until a gate was reached. Tho animal 
rushed /*^agh it i and by the abruptness of the 
turn which it thus made, Mrs. Oxenden was 
tliyown off. With terrifio violence waa she dashed 
jt^gainst tho masonry of that gate ; and those wbn 
spud to raise her up, believed that she was dead. 
B^lb not tho spark of life was not extinct; and 
she was borne to her splendid mansion,-- there to 
linger on the cargo of tho grave for a period of 
many weeks. At length she recovered, yes— 
her health was restored ; but her beauty was gone 
Monstrdius ugliness had etatapod tho countenance 
which so lately had the power to dazzle, to fasci- 
nate, and beguile. Her teet\& had been knocked 
out— her nose was beaten flat— an eye waa lost— 
her forehead and ono of her cheeks were horribly 
scarred. Whore was tho foreign Ambassador f 
Ho had abandoned her. Bhe was surrounded by 
wealth; and sho might still live comfortably, 
in a pecuniary sense, for the roinaiudor of her 
existence i 1^t with the loss of her beauty tho 
world’s attractions were lost likewise. Tho terrifio 
disfigurement produced by tho accident, filled her 
with loathing for life. One morning, when her 
maid cntciod tho chamber, Mrs. Oxendon was 
fo«nd hanging to the bod-post. 

Tho Hon. Wilson Stanhope profited to some 
little extent by bis former painful experiences in 
the wa>s of iniquit/’: Che spectacle at Oaklands, 
and the counsel addressed to him by Queen Judora 
on that lacmorablo occasion, wore vot altogether 
lost upon him. Ho wrote pcoitcot letters to some 
infiuonlial* connexions whom he possessed; and 
through tiioir medium ho obtained a clerkship in 
ono of tho Qovernroent dopartitfents. Ho abstained 
from actual crime : ho shuddered at tho idea of 
ever again placing himself within reach of tho 
criminal laws : but he could not restrain his habits 
of extravagance. Debts accumulated, until at 
length ho was arrested and conveyed to tho 
Queen’s Booefa. Thonce ho procured his liberation 
by passing through tho Insolvents’ Court,— a pro- 
cess for which iio forYoited his clorksliip. His 
friends as a last resource procured for him a com- 
mission in the Anglo-Turkiah Contingent, when 
that body was raised shortly after the breaking 
out of tho war ; and it is to be hoped that tho 
Hon. Wilson Btanbopo may in his now position 
profit moro complotoly than he had previously done 
by the experiences of his earlier yean. i 

It was gratifying to tho King of Inderabad to 
^lea|p, in the course of time, that his goodness and 
generosity towards Eveleeu O’Brien and Lettice 
Uodney bad not been thrown away. Both of these 
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youDdf women became completely penitent for the 
past. The former, restored to her family in Ireland, 
married a young tradesman in good circumstances, 
but whom she did not dcceifo in respect to her 
antecedents. Lottico Rodney, after* having tor ! 
some time dwelt with a humblo but respectahlu 
family, was wooed by i^jubstantial farmer in ilio 
neighbourhood. She likewise dealt candidly with 
her suitor: but ho was onam<mre(l of her — ho • 
vowed that he would never allude re])runciifullj to j 
the past^and she became hjp wife. We believe | 
that neither the tradoeinan in Ireland nor the ‘ 
farmer In England have had any reason to repent I 
tho marriogos which they thus contfectod. 

JVlr., Shacibolt u^l ^dtlanio Angoliquo were ' 
duly trhed fur tlie fewgeries ot which they had 
been guilty, and were condomned to transporta- 
tion. Vain was it that tho male pr^oner pro- 
clai'kned hiinaelf to bo of so exAllent a oliaracter 
that ho was inyiriably knowi^ amongst Ins ao- 
quaiutances as honest Iko Shadbult :**— ^oip 
likewise was it that Madame Angelifquo went in^ 
hysterics and besought tho tribunal to have l^rcy 
upon a^poof triendlefa Frenchwoman. ThlAvi- 
droco was conclusivo against them; and tlj^y were 
shipped off to tho penal colonies. • 

We sliould Dot omit to state that tho Viscount 
nncl Viscountess Dclqrmo hnvo oecasionayy visitod 
England to pa:>s u lew wi'c^vs with thuir friends 
Lord and L.idy Oc.avitiu Meredith; and that they 
enjoy the completost li.ippiness, M. Volney died 
it Madnd| about a year alter his daughter's mar- 


|riage: but Zoe has over religiously respected tho 
I tremendous secret which he rovoaiod to her with 
regard to tho Alpine tragedy. 

Mr. Arraytago faithfully followed the counoel 
given to him by Mr. Coleman ami Queen 'I^^pra 
to abstain from future speculations, lie did not 
however long survive the tremendous incidents at 
Oaklands : ho died suddenly, of a disease of tho 
heart; and neither^ his naughter nor his son-in- 
law had ever tho slightest reason to suspect 
that be had been for eo many ^oars acquainted 
with tho fearful guilt of the lato Duke of March- 
tnoht*-indoed*from tho very night of its perpe- 
tralioD, as recorded in the oarlicsl chapters of our 
liistor y. 

I Jane Barclay— no longer “Crnay Jane,” but a 
I rational, sane, and happy woman— presides as 
I housrkg'per over the domestic affairs of the man- 
! Sion ill Belgravo Squ ire. It was nt her own r?- 
I quest that Christian gave her this post; fur it would 
have better suited his incliuatiuus and those of Ins 
amiable sister Christina, to have placed in an in- 
dependent and afllucnt position tho faithful crea- 
ture whoso devotion to the memory of her former 
nilbtreeB had been for a long senes of years at- 
tended with suoh melauofioly influences fur iior- 
Bolf But Jane Barciay^esired to dwell boueath 
the BQino rotff with tho son of tho deceased Duchess 
Eliza;— and Wi,»noed hardly assuro the roadAr that 
she continues to be tho object of tho most friend y 
feelings on the part of the twins whom she so 
dearly loves. 
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Thr Mtstkriks of thb Court of London,** are now brought to a conclnston. » 

A o 

Every week, without a single intermission during a period cA eight years, bus a Number 
under this title been issued to the public. Its precursor, *^Tiik MysrsuiKs of London,’* ranged 
over a period of four years- For twdve years, thej^ore, have I hobdomadally issued to the 

world a fragmentary portion of that which, as one vast whole, may be torm'ed an Encyclopedia 

a «. 

of Tales. This Encyrlopedia consists of tw^ve volumes, uomprisiug six hundred and twenty- 

fotir weekly Numbers. Ehoh Nunt^jer has occupied mo upon an average s^ven hours in the 

composition ; and therefore no ^fess an amount than four thousand three hupdred and sixty- 

eight hours have been bestowed upon this Encyclopedia of Tales, comprising the four vulumos of 

*^Thb Mysteuies of LoNDiiN,’* and the eight volumes of The Mysiiceies of the Coitkt of 

London.” Yet if that amount of hours bo reduced to days, it will bo found that only a hundred 

and cighty-two complete days liavo been absorbed in those publications which have ruugod 

with weekly regularity over a period of twelve years! This circumslance will account to the 

public for tho facility with which 1 lAtvo been enabled to write so many other works during thu 

same period, and yet to allo^ myself ample leisure for recreation and fur healthful exereisci 

In respect to the Tlprd a^nd Fourth Series of ^^Tiik MYsTKitias ov the Court of 

London,*' it ihay be alleged by home that.the titlt is to a certain degree a misnomer, inasmuch 

as tho incidents which they contaii^bear slightly any reference to the British Court. But a 

lioyal Court, in tho proper acceptance of the term, is limited not to the circle of t£e Sovereign 

r « f' 

alone : it includes the aristocracy — tho satellite^ revolving about the central suii. Tn thi.s 
sense, thereforo, it will be seen that there io no actual misnomer in tho titles of tho Third and 
Fourth Series of “ The Mysteries of the Court ov London;*’ iSut that they constitute fitting 
pendants and sequences to the First and Suooiid Series. 

iiEOBGE W. M. XtEYNOLliS. 
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Will be Complete in Two Volumes. Handsome Cases, gilt 
' lettered, for landing Vol. I are now ready, price Is. 3d. each. 
Tlie Title and Index to Vol. I is also on sale, price id. 


On completion of JIAIiY PUJCE, the Sequel will follow, 
under the Title of . * 
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